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My present discovery relates to a new and dis-

tinct variety of Chrysanthemum hortorum, which

was developed on my breeding plot in Berrien
Springs, Michigan, through a succession of creosses
that were hand-pollinated in planned directions
since 1938, the seed parent being “Early Wonder?”

)

and the pollen parent is an unnamed seadling

identified as C in the fcllowmg gﬂﬂealoglcal

chart: |
1939 “Summer Sunset”’ “Judith Anderson®™ - “Flashlig_ht”
1940 \\\ \\_A//
1941 - BF\ - “Jewel”’
1942 ' “Tarly Wonder”’ - C
/
1043 The present plant
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In the chart, the varieties 1den1;*' ded as “Judith

Ancderson,” “PFlashlight” and “Jewel” are un-
patented; “Summer Sunset” is the subject of
Plant Patent No. 581; “Early Wonder” is the
subject of Plant Patent No. 490; and those iden-
tified by A, B and C are unnamed seedlings.

The main object of this invention was to obtain
a new chrysanthemum which would possess cer-
tain desired characteristics of the parent varieties
and constitute a marked improvement in the
progeny. These characteristics have been main-

tained by asexual propagatmn in quantity pm-—

duction by cuttings.

The distinctive features of this new variety are
its early, long-season blooming habit through a
succession of opening buds covering the older
blooms; its lavish display of the rich, soft Mallow-
Purple coloring of the flowers; the prolific quan-

tity of blooms with heavy petalage and good last-
its freedom from disease, and its

ing qualities;
sturdy flower and leaf stalks. Its many-branched
stalks are of adequate strength to support the
profuse quantity of flowers. -

The plant of this new variety is a cushion-typs
bush possessing decorative value in its dwarf
habit of growth, its sturdy aovpsarance, and its
blossoms completely covering the push. The
foliage is healthy and attractive, is sufficient in
guantity for such a floriferous variety, and has a
decided resistance to wilt disease. |

Ihe plart does not break down, spread un-
gracefully or irregularly, but maintaing a sub-
stantially upright position which is of great ad-

- vantage both for commercial and decorative pur-

poses. It has attained an average height of fifteen
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its first year’s growth from soft top cutting. In
plant growth it has the usual characteristics of
the species “hortorum.”
The accompanying painting shows a stalk of
the new chrysanthemum plant in its natural

‘colors, with one flower fully developed and others

at bud and intermediate stages and from poinis
of view. A pen and ink sk:etch illustrates the
plant growth.

The following is a detailed description of_my
new variety: -

Parentage Seedling.
Seed parent.—‘Early Wonder ?
Pollen porent—Seedling C (a descendant of
“Summer Sunset,” “Judith A_nderson !
| “Flashlight’ and. “Jewel”),
Clagsification: .
Botanical.—Chrysanthemum horiorum.

Fiower

. Blooming habit: Récurrent-—-—bldoms early and
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inches with a diameter _of _about twenty inches in

profusely with long season through succession
of opening buds and new blooms covering the
older blooms.
Bud:
Sice.—Small.
Form.—Round.
Color.—Opening Mallow Purple.
Sepals—Number—about 25. Shape—short,
pointed. | |
Calyz, -—_S1ze—med1um

| Bloom

Size—2Y,"" diameter by 1’" depth.
Form.—FPompon. |
Borne—Singly, |
Stems—Substantial, medium length,
Petalage.—Double, normally few stamens.
Color—Mallow Purple.
Discolorotion.—Not discolored by sun, rain or
- light frost. |
Texture—Velvety, soft but substantial.
Affected by wetl or hot weather.—NoO.
Pragrance—~Typical chrysanthemum odor.
Disease resistant.—Yes, 10 wilt. S
Lasting quality—Cn plant and as cut flower,
~ both color and substance are very durable.
Gemtal organs: Completely hidden in the bloom
and without distinguishing ch&racterlstms S
Stamens.—Few. . |
Styles.—Composite flower, one. per each petal
Stzgma -—-Color Y’ellow g R
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Form: Cushion-type bush
Growth.—Vigorcous, dwarf, branchmg, com-
pact.
Height.—15 inches.
Diameler.~—20 inches.
Foliage: |
Quantity —>Sufficient for such a floriferous
variety.
Color.—Hellebore Green.
Size of leaf.—2"' x 2’7,
Texture.~—Soft.
Shape.—Short, broad, lobed.

The color designations according to “A Dic-:

tionary of Color by Maerz and Paul” are as fol-~
lows:

Parg Color IPlate Letter| No.
Flower._.. Mam body of lighter | ___._____. 49 A 4
sections.
Shading into [ Mallow. .. .. b1 I 3
main color.
Shading infto (oo _____ 51 B 7
deepest tones.
Stem.....| Top green stems |.___.___ . .__.._ 54 C 1
(purple cast).
Shading into |.ooooooeoa . 85 A 1
darker. -
L eaVeS e Hellebore 23 1, 3
| Green.

L i

A unique characteristic of this chrysanthemum

is that it beging to flower unusually early in the
latitude of Michigan. It is in full bloom by Sep-
tember 25 on the first-year plants grown from
soft top cuttings. Propagation by sprouts or di-
- visions and second-year plants give earlier bloom.
From the time the buds and flowers appear, there
~is a continuous succession of buds and flowers
until the end of the season. Thus there is a re-
current flowering period which kegins two weeks
earlier under the conditions prevalent in this
region.

Large masses of blooms are pmduced on each
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maintain their distinctive coloring even when in
their last stages and possess the quality of re-
maining fresh and natural in color for an ex-
ceedingly long time after being cut.
The compact central grouping of petals, which

gives this chrysanthemum a dahlia-like appear-
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plant at one time (the plant illustrated showed a

count of 160 flowers in bloom). Thus there is a
long season through a succession of opening
- buds covering the older blooms. The flowers
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ance, remains solid until the bloom begins to dry
and crumple. As the petals unfurl in the full
bloom, the outer whorls decurve while the middle
whorls retain their upstanding tubular position.
The only variety comparable to this new va-
riety of chrysanthemum is “Lavender Lassie,” an

unpatented variety, but the two are distinctively

different. The “Lavender Lassie” plant makes a

more open, airy, lower growth with scattering

bloom and its foliage and stems are more delicate.

My new variety has a coarser, stiffer growth with

blossoms covering the bush, and blooms two weeks
earlier under conditions in my breeding plot.
This new variety has wider petals, is of deeper
color and its form and substance more nearly ap-
proach a greenhouse pompon. Its stems are
heavier, longer and stranghter thus making a
better cut-flower spray. |

The velvety texture, distinctive mallow color-

1ng and unusual compactness of petals in the
flower head, the sturdy stems, together with its

superior keeping qualities, long blooming season
and resistance to disease and weather combine
to enhance the value of this plant as a commercial
product. The plant is an ideal bush for border

and group planting because of its profuse bloom- |

ing, long season and compact dwarf sha,pe
I claim:

A new and distinet variety of chrysanthemum
plant, characterized by its abundance of soft,

Deep Mallow colored blossoms of pompon form:

the uniformity and permanence of its color; its
double, compact petalage; its long, sturdy flower
and leaf stalks; its compact cushion-type of bush
form; vigorous and hardy plant growth; its pro-
gressive succession of bush-covering blooms; and
its resistance to disease and weather conditions,
substantially as shown and described.

EMIL PRUSHEK.
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