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1 Clalm.

The present d1scovery relates to a new and chs-
tinct variety of heliotrope plant.

Historically speaking, and ‘having reference to ©
~the origin of this variety, while in Guatemala 2

number of years ago, I came upon a heliotrope

plant that attracted my attention because it was

.1:_;1

so completely different from anything in the line

of heliotropes I had ever seen theretofore. I was
assured that the seed of this plant would not
germinate, but nevertheless, I brought back to the

)

United States with me hundreds of seeds from -

this plant. I was successful, however, only in

- raising three seedlings from all of these hundreds o

of seeds, and these failed to come true to the

original plant and each differed from the other.

The great attractiveness of these three seedlings

warranted preservation for they proved to be of 2
deeper, richer color shade of flower and foliage
than the original or parent plant from whmh the

seeds were taken, as above mentioned.

Therefore, I asexually reproduced a goodly
number of plants from each of the three seed-

and may then be tar:en 1nd001s for wmter blsem-'
ing.

It roots readlly and qulckly from soft—wood
cuttings, growing bhest in rather rich, me]low
locse, moist soil.

Taking up now the more specific aspects Uf thls
new variety, the distinguishing features thereof
include a more vigorous, luxuriant growth as
hereinbefore mentioned; larger, oblong-lanceo-
late, simple, pinnately veined, deeply crimped,

‘wrinkled, rough veined or corrugated leaves;

darker and richer colored fiowers than other vari-
eties or hybrids of the species or other species of

heliotrope; and more odoriferous or with str onger
fragrance to the flowers than with other large-
leaved heliotrope varieties.

Plants reach 3 or more feet in helght in one
season outdoors, branching freely from each leaf
axil, and _forming stocky, bushy, self-supporting
growth. Leaves, even on young plants, will meas-
ure 1o 9 inches or more in length, by 2% or more

~inches in width. Leaves are borne alternately

lings, and grew these groups separately over a

period of years to determine which of the three
During

this period of determination, I made consistent
effort to determine also Whether seeds from any

of the three seedling plants mentioned could be
made to germinate, but was wholly unsuccessful.

- From these three distinet groups above referred
1o, I selected the one group which I thought was
‘most satisfactory, and that constitutes the vari-

ety herein disclosed. All other plants were de-

stroyed. The plants of the new variety invari~
~ ably come true to form by asexual reproduction.

but in almost opposite positions, alternate pairs
being practically at right angles, but leaves ap-
pearing spirally arranged on the stem when

viewed from above.,

The stocky stems and the petioles attain a rich

~and dark bronzy viclet colering which is also car-

ried in a metallic sheen or lustre to the upper
surface of the leaves, and stems are lightly COV~

~ered with short, white, bnstly hajirs, giving 3,
'somewhat gelatinous feel to the touch. |

Flowers are borne in very large terminal |

- corymbs of coiled TACEIES and cymes, individual
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It will therefore be understood that the follow-

" ing description sets forth the established char-

acters of this new variety, propagated entirely
from cuttings, which shows a vigorous luxuriant

growth, tender or half-hardy when grown out-
~doors in northern latitudes.

As above indicated
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the seeds of this variety have not been found to

be viable.

'The most distinguishing feature of this new
heliotrope variety is its unique deep flower color,
darker than any other variety known at this date.
The foliage also, in its deep and heavy veinings,

extra large leaves and very dark, metallic, and

blackish violet-green suffusion is unique.

| More generally speaking, the plant is adapted ol
- to pot culture, but may be grown to standard or

tree form, or it may be grown as a border, bedding
or specimen plant.

Plowering is continual and contmuous from
sizable plants in spring until frosts in autumn,

ing to 6 inches and more across.

florets measuring about i% inch in diametfer and
borne in indeterminate clusters,_ corymbs reach-
Flowers are uni-
formly of darker color under outdoor growing -

conditions, a blackish violet, and which is con-
- sidered the true cclor.

The color lightens to dark
violet and fluorite-violet and to mulberry-purple
on ageing; lighter under hot-house conditions.
- According 'to Ridgway’s Color Standards and
Nomenclature, nearest matchmg of colors are as
follows: -
Stems and unopened buds:

Olivaceous Black, Plate XLVII.

' Opening buds:
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Prune Purple, Plate XI.

Plowers:

Mulberry Purple, Plate XI
Fluorite Violet, Plate XT.
‘Dark Violet, Plate X.
Blackish Violet, Plate X.



Leaves young | | | cha,ractenstws ma,y vary slightly due to cllmatic--
Upper surface —-Forest G‘rreen Plate XVII. - conditions, soil, ete. L
- Under surface ——Kronberg 3 Green Plate ~ Telaim: R | | S

XXXI., .= . . -~ A new and d1st1nct Varlety of hehotmpe plant,
~Leaves, mature: I o _ characterized’ as to novelty by ifs vigorous, Iux-
. Upper surface—Ivy GCreen, Plate X_XXI, ° uriant growth, its unique’deep flower color, and
" Dusky Olive-Green, Plate XLI.  the extra large foliage with deep and heavy vein-
Under surface.—Pois Green, Plate XLI. ings and very dark colormg substantlally as de-

It is to be understood that although the descrip- scr1bed and shown., |

tion given herein above accurately represents and 10 I | | -
descrlbes the new varlety of plant the general - QUINCY A SHAW McKE AN
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