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Patented June 30, 1942

UNITED

1 Cla,lm.

1his mvenmon reia.Les Lo a neﬂ a,nd dlstmct
variety of peach tree, the resuli of. carefully
planned breeding, having as its objective the
production of an early ripening peach suitabile
primarily ror mild winter climates, such as pre-
vall 1n the southern California section.

This new variety of peach represents a suc-
cesstul conclusion of the objective, and is pri-
marily characterized as to novelty not only by
the early ripening of the fruit, but also by the

substantially unirorm yellow flesh color thereof.

The ripening date of this new peach is approx-
imately twenty-cight days earlier than the well
known peach variety “Early Imperial”’ grown un-
der comparabie conditions, it being understocod
that the observasions regarding the same fol-
lowed a winter during which three hundred
hours of temperavures at 40° F., or below, were
experienced between November 15 and the suc-
ceeding January 156. The ripening date, so far
as I am aware, is unequalled by any other yeliow
peach variety grown under the conditions of
southern Cahfo*r'ma, for which it Was espeelally-
bred as aforesaid.

The length of time between the ﬁewering and
ripening of the fruit is the same as that of the
“Barly Imperial” peach, and the difference in
ripening dates ocetween the new variety and

“Harly Imperial” is due to the early flowering

date of this new variety, which is approximately
one month earlier than the “Early Imperial.”

The leafing of this new variety also occurs
approximately one month earller than the vari-
ety “Barly Imperial,” and because of these char-
acteristics referred to the crop of fruit borne
thereby is much more consistent in size, quality,
and gquantity than that of other varlemes such
- as the “Early Imperial.” |

Additlonally, the new variety of peach here-
In referred to 1s characterized by a high skin
color and by the vigor of growth of the -tree
whichh is exceptionally strong; and the almost
- ¢complete absence of variation in color in the
light yellow fleshh color of the fru.lt even about
the stone.

In size, this new peach is comparable to that
of “BEarly Imperial,” and would, therefore, be
classified as medium, |
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The accompanying drawmg 111ustrates the

fruit, in whole and in section, and the foliage,

as nearly as such reproduction can be illustrated.

The following is a detailed description of the

new variety, all color terminology being in ac-
cord with Ridgway’s Color Standard;

Female -—Ea,rly Imperlal Peech >< Early
Double Red Flewermg Peaeh (unnamed
seedling).

Male.—Socala Peach

Tree: Large: vigor ous, upright; spreading; open;
vase~-formed, very productive; regular bearer.

T'runk.—Medium stocky; medium smooth.

Branches—Medium stocky; medium smooth;
between Natal Brown, Plate XL, and Olive
- Brown, Plate X1 dull Lentwels —nu-
merous; small,

- Leaves—Length—4-5 inches: mdth—ll/g to
1% inches. Large to medium; lanceolate;
acutely pointed; medium to thin; upper
side of mature leaves slightly llghter than
Cress Green, Plate XXXI: under side of
mature leaf slightfly lighter than light Elm
Green, Plate XVII; upper side of young
leaf near Cosse Green, Plate V; under side
of young Jeaf near Letfuce Green, Plate
V;, smooth. Margin—glandular; finely
~ serrate. Peliole—medium to short; me-
dium to slender. Glands—average number
—{Wo, sometimes one, sometimes wanting.
Opposite; small; globose; near Calliste
Green, Plate VI. Position—on margin of
leaflet just above petiole. Stipules—very
narrow, being slightly wider at base than
apex, early deciduous;
teeth on margins.

Flower Buds. —Large; long;’ comc pointed.

Flowers.~Dates first and full bleem—-—around
February 22 and 26, respectively, for
southern California. Early compared with
other varieties. Large to medium. Red-
“dish in color.

Fruit: Maturity when descnbed—-—eatmg ripe
about June 15, :

Size~—Uniform; medium large. Diameter
axial—2-2Y5 inches, Transverse in suture
plane—2% to 2Y4 inches. At right angles
to suture plane—17% to 2 inches.

Form.—Uniform; unsymmetrical; broadly
ovoid; compressed laterally toward suture
Oon one side.

Sulure.—Distinct; fairly shallow: extends
from base to beyond apex; has slicht de-
pression beyond pistil point.

Ventral surface-—Strongly lipped toward
apex on left side. Lips—unequal.
Cavily., — Rounded. Depth — 34

Breadth—45 inch. Markings—none.

Base.~—QOblique,

Apex.~Short; rounded, Pistil point—yery
inconspicuous.

inch,
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Stem.-;-Length——f‘g inch. Medium slender;
glabrous. Adherence to stone-—strong.

Skin.—Thin: medium to tender: free. Tend-

ency to crack—mnone. Color—bhasic color
between and varying from Capucine Yel-
low, Plate IIT, and Light Orange Yellow,
Plate IITI, blushed or overlaid where eXx-

- posed to the sun with Peach Red, Plate I,
and so thickly dotted over the entire sur-

face (except immediately around the stem)
with small dots near Carmine, Plate I, as

to give the appearance of solidity of color-
ing. Down—moderate; medlum long; rolls
~ up when rubbed. o
Flesh:
- Color—Near Pale Orange Yellow, Plate III,
with near Eosine Pink, Plate I, flecks near
apex and somewhat more lightly at base..
Surface of pit cavity—Near Apricot Yellow

Plate IV, with fibers same color.
Amygdalin—Moderate to _scant juice—

abundant; fairly rich. |
Texture.—Medium firm; fine; melting.

Fibres—Uneven;
larger lip.
- Rzpens ~—Rarliest along larg91 llpS
Flavor.—Subacid; mild.
- Aroma.—Pronounced.
Eating quality.—Good.

earliest at apex along

Stone F'ree. Adheres t0 ﬂesh along both dorsal ¢

and ventral edges over upper half of sides.
Retains short fiber like threads along rldges
Size ~Medium to sma,ll
Length -1+ inches.
Breadth.—%s inch.
Thickness.—35 inch.
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Form.~—Ovoid; full toward base. .
Base—Straight. Aper—acuminate.
Sides.—About equal;

left sides. Surface—irregularly furrowed
- toward apex; ridged near base; pitted
throughout. S

- Ridges —Jagged toward apex..
Pits —Circular.

- wing toward base.

- Dorsal edge.—Narrow with shallow narrow
groove to above center.
-side—interrupted.

Color of stone~Near Pinkish Cmnamon
Plate XXIX, with strong markings of
Eosine Pink, Plate I, along Ventra,l edge

- about stem and apex.

- Tendency to split ---Shght

Use: Market; local.

Keeping quality: Good to medlum

Resistance to: | |
Insects.—Medium.
Diseases.—Medium. .

| Shlppmg guality: Medlum |

I claim:

A new and dlstmct varlety of peach tree char-

acterized .as to novelty by .its early ripening
period, its vigorous growth and exceptional

-~ strength; the early flowering and leafing result-
- ing in consistency in size, quality, and quantity

of its fruit as compared with-other early varieties;
the yellow flesh coloring of the fruit, and almost

- complete absence of variation in this light yel-
low flesh color, substantlally as shown and de-

scribed.
- W-ALTER E. L_AMMERTS'.-.
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