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1 Claim.

This invention or discovery relates in general
to nectarines, and in particular is directed to a
nectarine tree and its fruit of the cream fleshed
and free stone type.

The nectarine tree herein described was dis-
covered in the year 1929 as a seedling growing
near Hughson, in the county of Stanislaus, Cali-
fornia, and since its discovery the variety has
been successfully asexually reproduced and found
to have the same distinctive characteristics as
the original tree. Approximately 1000 trees of
such new variety have been propagated on the
Snyder ranch near Hughson, California, since
1932, and the fruit from such trees was first in-
troduced to the trade and favorably received in
the year 1937,

The variety of nectarine tree, heremafter de-
scribed in detail, is distinctive by reason of the
fact that the fruit is of exceptionally large size,
a reddish purple color in its substantial entirety,
thick and tough skinned, firm of flesh and well
flavored, and keeps in storage longer than other
varieties of nectarines.

In the drawing, Fig. 1 is a perspective view of
the whole fruit and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section
of the same, but with the stone intact.

The following description sets forth the details
of the new and distinct variety of nectarine tree
and its fruit:

Tree—The tree is of medium size and strength
upright, dense, vase formed and hardy." It is a
productive and regular bearer. The trunk is of
medium size and smoothness, and the branches
are likewise of medium size and smoethness
Trees budded from the new variety make a rather
slow seasonal growth, but the branches develop a
a large amount of fruit wood and the twigs BTOwW
close together with closely set buds. The new
growth changes from a green to reddish purple
color very early, and the bark of wood two yvears
old is a dark brown. Thus mature trees can he
easily distinguished from peach and neetarine
trees of other varieties.

Leaves.—The leaves are medium size, lanceo—
late, and acutely pointed, while being ofﬁ__,medlum
thickness, dark green color and smooth. The
leaves average four to five inches in length and
one to one and one-half inches in width. The
leaves are of a glandular type with finely ser-
rated edges, the petiole being of medium length
and thickness. The glands average two'in hum-
ber, are disposed nearly opposite, and are of me-
dium size, while being disposed very close to the
stem. The stipules are prominent.

Flower buds and flowers.—The flower buds are

(Cl. 47—62)

closely set, hardy, of medium size and length,
and plump. The flowers begin to bloom on or
about April 1st and usually are in full bloom
by April 15th; the flowers being late as compared
with other varieties of nectarines. 'The flowers
are of medium size and deep pink in color.

Fruit.—The fruit at the time the jacket falls
is oval shaped with a sharp point at the pistil
end, and in maturity the fruit is variable, un-
symmetrical and globose in form:; the average
size of the mature fruit being approximately 21,
inches axially, and approximately 234 inches
transversely in the suture plane. The suture is
an inconspicuous line, while the ventral surface
is slightly rounded; the cavity being slightly elon-
gated in the suture plane with the suture show-
ing on one side. The cavity is approximately 1%
inch deep and 34 inch in breadth. The base is
rounded, while the apex is rounded and depressed.
The pistil point is oblique. The stem is of me-
dium size, glabrous, and its adherence to the stone
is weak.

The skin of the fruit is thick, tough, sour tena-
cious to the flesh, and has g slight tendency to
crack. When the jacket falls, the skin rapidly
changes from a green to a reddish, mottled pur-
ple, and in ifs substantial entirety: the color of
the skin when the fruit is ripe resembling the

color of the Satsuma plum. Down is wanting.

The flesh of the fruit is a whitish cream mot-
tled with red next to the skin, and the surface
of the pit cavity is slightly red, with white fibers.
Amygdalin is wanting. The flesh ripens evenly
and the texture is fine and melting, the fibers
tender, the flavor subacid to mild, and the aroma
distinct.

The stone is free and adheres to the flesh over
1ts entire surface. The fibers are short and are
retained like threads along the ridges of the
stone. The stone is small in size; being approx-
imately 114 inches long, 1 inch in breadth, and 33
inch in thickness. The form of the stone is ob-
long; its base straight and hilum narrow: thesides
being equal and the surface regularly furrowed
near base. The stone is pitted from the base
to above center. The ridges are rounded. The
pits are elongated with wing toward base. The
dorsal edge is narrow with deep groove to above
center, and the ridges are interrupted. The color
of the stone is brown tinged with red, and the
stone has little tendency to split.

Ripening period.—In an average season, the
fruit is first picked on or about August 12th and

continues to about September 1st.

Use—The eating and keeping qualities of the
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fruit are excellent, and the fruit may be used
for shipping, canning or drying, and may be kept
in storage longer than other varieties of nec-
tarines.

As compared with other varieties of nectarines
and particularly the Gower variety, the above de-
scribed variety of nectarine matures for picking
at a later date, is larger, is more completely col-
ored (being a reddish purple in: its substantlal
entirety), is thicker skinned and better flavored,

and has a firm flesh.

The above described characteristics are of
course typical and may be subject to certain vari- -~
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ations as all varieties of fruit differ among them-
selves in adaption to a particular region, soil,
or climatic condifions.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and useful and desire to secure by

Letters Patent is:
The herein described variety of nectarine tree
bearmg a fruit which is characterized by its large

-{size the reddish- ‘purpié color in its substantial
entirety when ripe, its thick and tough skin, its

. firm well flavored flesh, and its long Kkeeping
quahty in storage.

GEORGE EDWARD ALEXANDER.

10



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

