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This invention relaftes to a new and distinct
variety of kniphofia plant, commonly termed
“tritoma”, and having ss 2 primary object the
origination of a hardy variety cof kniphofia nlant

5 Wwhich begins to bloom comparatively early in the
growing season, that is, during the month of
June, and in a very profuse manner, bearing
spikes or racemes of a distinctive coloring.

In producing this new variety, I crossed as

10 the seed bearer or the male narent, “Kniphofia
guartiniana’, characterized for its hardiness and
early blooming of complete yeliow flowers on 2
very stout peduncle, with “Xninhofic uvaria
grandiflord” as the female parent, which is dis-

15 tinctive for its hardiness and its flowers, with
an upper portion of red and 2 lower portion of
veliow, produced during the 1ate summer or early
fall. A plant of this crossing was then re-
crossed, as the female parent, with a2 hyvbrid

o0 variety “Hniphofia rufe’”’ as the male parent.

Since the original nroduction of the new variety,

many plants have been asexually reproduced,
and each of them has vborne flowers true to the
description herein made.

This new variety of knipnofia pilant produces
flowers 1n g very profuse manner, that is, some
fifteen to twenty flowsr spikes are borne on g
plant of two years’ growth. These spikes or
racemes are densely headed with individual
20 arooping tubul?ur flowers. The upper portion of
these flower spikes, substantiglly the upper one-~
half of the spike, is of a coral red color, ap-
proaching Maerz & Paul Plate No. 3-1.-10, and
the lower portion or remsainder of the spike is
of a white color, hetween a creamy and an ivory
white and apprcaching Maerz & Paul “Polar
Bea1”’, Plate No. 9-B-2. As these spikes or ra-
cemes grow older or develop, the coral red por-
tion changes to 2 white color substantially like
40 the white petals of the lower porfion. These

blooms illustirated in the drawing show a varied
extent of red colorasd vportion as comupared with
the whnife portion since some of the blooms are
more develoned as compared with the others.

45 This change o1 color of the individual fowers
continues until just a trace of the coral red is
present at the very tio of the flower spike. An
advantage in the new variety is the usefulness
of the flowers for decoraiive purposes, boith while

s growing and when used s a cut {lower.

Fach of the flower spikes is supporied by a
stout peduncle having 2 green color like that
of the foliage, approaching Maerz & Paul Plaie
No. 23-I1.-7. The foliage congists of leaves hav-
ing ensiform-acuminate shape, each being abous
two to three feet long and 2bout one inch or
less in breadth, with the ends fapering into g
long pecint. The folilage horne by the plant is
much like that of the “Quartiniansa’ variely,
60 both as to its color and to the dense basal resette
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formation, and accordingly the drawing does not
itlustrate the folisge of this new variety.

The flower spike and peduncle grow to a height
of about 25 inches or morve, and due to the
strength of the peduncle, the flowers are main-
tained throughout the flowering season In a
susstantviglly erecs position. The dark colored
stamens, appreaching the coral red coclor of the
flowers, form first near the base of the flower
spike and progress unwardly as the bloom ages,
this stamen coloring blending very well with the
coral red of the upper portion, and the lengths
of the flower spikes compare favorably with and
no doubt are influenced by the “Uvaria” genus
in that they vary from four to eight inches in
iength and each of the spikes contains perhaps
180 of the individual tubular drooping flowers.

The following is a somewhalt more detailed

description of the new variety and particularly
the flower growth and cnaracter.
Parentage (seedling):
ced parent —Eniphofia guariiniana.
Pollen pareni—Eniphofia uvaria grandifiora.
Recrossed with—EKniphofia rufo—hyhrid pol-
ien parent.
Classification:
Botanic and commercigl.—Kniphofia—tritoma.

Flower
Biooming habit: |

Location where observations were made: The

Wayside Gardens Co., Mentor, Chio. June-
July flowering. Scattered blooms as early
as late May.
loom:
Size~—4 inches to 4% inches long.
Borne,—Upright.
Stems.—Siraight, 3 to 4 feet long.
Permanence —Lasting 10 to 14 days.
Color:
Unper flower.~—RBrilliant coral red.
Lower half of flower—Cream to ivory white.
General tonality from a distance.—Red and
wnite, Upper hali of flower changes color
to lower half as flower ages, with the result
that flowers are practically all white at the
engd of their Dblooming period, except for
he very tip of the fiower, which remainsg a
coral red.
Variaticns:
Mone,
Discoloration, general tonality:
None, except for the heretofore described color
change,
Fragrance:
wone.
Lasting quality:
On the plant—1i0 10 14 days.
As cut flower—7 10 8 days.
Having new fully shown and described my new
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kniphofia, and the mode of its production, what
T claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent of
the United States is:

A new and distinct variety of kniphofia plant
as described and characterized by its hardiness
and its relatively early and profuse flowering
habit of bearing spikes having a substantial upper

portion of coral red flowers and the remaining
portion of white flowers, which coral red por-
tion of the spike changes in part to white during
the development of the spike until a trace of

coral red color remains at its tip.

JOHN JAMES GRULLEMANS.
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