(12) United States DESigll Patent (10) Patent No.:

Seifert et al.

US00D451864B1

US D431,864 S

45) Date of Patent: 32 Dec. 11, 2001

(54) TIRE TREAD

(75) Inventors: Shelley E. Seifert; John J. Regallis,
both of Akron; Todd Buxton,
Barberton, all of OH (US)

(73)

Assignee: Bridgestone/Firestone Research, Inc.,

Akron, OH (US)

Term: 14 Years

(%)
(21)
(22)

(51)
(52)
(58)

Appl. No.: 29/134,185
Filed: Dec. 15, 2000

LOC (7) Clo et 12-15
US. Cloo e, D12/147

Field of Search D12/134-152;
152/209.1, 209.9, 209.16, 209.25, 209.27,
902, 903

References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

2/1
2/1
5/1
6/1
7/1
8/1
2/1
5/1
1/1

(56)

. 344,052
. 344,478 *
. 369,768
. 380,183
. 381,606
. 381,944 *
. 390,519
. 304,029 *
. 403,994
. 412,471
. 417,420
. 429,667

994
994
996
997
997
997
998
998
999

3/1999
12/1999

3/2000

47
47
47
47
47
47
47
41
46
46
47
47

Attinello et al. ...oeveneeennee...
Consolacion et al. ..............
Wakamatsu et al. ...............
Matsuda et al. .....coveununnen.n.
Graas et al. .oovveveiinieniannann,

Regallis et al. .....................
White et al. ..ooeeeeeereennnnenn

Gillard et al. .oveveeviennaannn,
Williams et al. ...................
Downey et al. ....................
Villamizar et al. .................
Fierro et al. .oovveverevieninnnnn,

OTHER PUBLICAITTONS

Atlas Pacemark Metric Radial Tire, 1999 Tread Design
Guide, Jan. 1999, p. 12. 3/1.*

Bridgestone Potenza RE92 Tire, 1999 Tread Design Guide,
Jan. 1999, p. 14. 4/1.*

.-'2 =
12/1
.-'2 -
12/1
.-'2 -1
12/1
.-'2 -1
12/1
.-'2 A
12/1
.-'2 -
12/1
.-'2 -1
12/1
.-'2 -1
12/1
.-'2 A
12/1
.-'2 =
12/1
.-'2 -
12/1
.-'2 -1
12/1

wiwEwiwiwiwiwilwiwEwEwEw

;

ll
e

i

-

?’*

RSN NSNS VNN

; 0

i? ?ﬂ"
J‘J 1
3 ’ o T, ; S A S b : ) "
3 i - I - [ 3 i : 3 . - " L i ; - ] -, ! H 5 ] L - 1 i
Y ] o h i ! H )
1 4 1 ! ! B 1 s f H ' - ! 1 '
"

LD T, Ve

i JE O O N R
T

P

ante

i
i

Falken SN—-813 Tire, 1999 Tread Design Guide, Jan. 1999,
p. 29. 1/3.%

Bridgestone Potenza
chure#50308, 3/98.*

Specification Sheet for Firestone Firehawk GTA/GTAO2
All-Season High Performance Radial Tires.

Speciafcation Sheet fro Bridgestone Potenza RE92 Tires.

RE92 Costco Tire Bro-

Tire,

* cited by examiner

Primary FExaminer—Robert M. Spear
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Thomas R. Kingsbury

(57) CLAIM

The ornamental design for a ftire tread, as shown and

described.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 1s a side perspective view of a tire tread showing our
new design, 1t being understood that the tread pattern 1is
repeated throughout the circumference of the tire tread, the
opposite side being the same as that shown;

FIG. 2 1s a front elevational view thereof;

FIG. 3 1s a side elevational view of the right side thereof, the
opposite side being identical thereto; and,

FIG. 4 1s an enlarged fragmentary front elevational view
thereof.

The dark stippled surface shading represents the recessed
portion of the tread grooves, having a depth as best shown
in FIG. 2; the broken lines defining the tire sidewall and
inner bead and the peripheral boundary between the ftire
tread and sidewall are for illustrative purposes only and form
no part of the claimed design.

1 Claim, 4 Drawing Sheets
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