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(57) ABSTRACT

A magnetic latching connector for making electrical con-
nections between cables, electrical power and signal
sources, equipment and the like 1n a variety of medical and
other applications 1n which 1t 1s desired to have the connec-
tion maintained with a predetermined amount of magnetic
attractive force. The magnetic latching connector generally
includes male and female connector components. The male
and female connector components comprise male and
female couplings and male and female coupling housings.
The male and female coupling housings enclose electrical
connections between the male and female couplings and
clectrical cables. Recessed within the male and female
couplings are electrically conductive pins and sockets and
male and female magnetic latching elements. When the male
and female connector components are coupled, the pins and
sockets provide electrical connections and the recessed
magnetic latching elements provide a predetermined mag-

netic attraction force to maintain the connections.
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1
MAGNETIC LATCHING CONNECTOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Not applicable to this application.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable to this application.

BACKGROUND

Field

Example embodiments in general relate to a magnetic
latching connector for making electrical connections. More
particularly, example embodiments relate to a magnetic
latching connector of the type having multiple male pins and
temale sockets adapted for making electrical connections 1n
a variety of medical and other applications.

Related Art

Any discussion of the related art throughout the specifi-
cation should 1n no way be considered as an admission that
such related art 1s widely known or forms part of common
general knowledge 1n the field.

Electrical connectors for connecting power, data and/or
other electrical signals between a source and devices or
equipment are well known and ubiquitous. More particu-
larly, connectors that simultaneously provide multiple elec-
trical connections using coupled male and female compo-
nents are well known. For example, some such connectors
employ a plurality of electrically conductive pins 1n a male
component and a corresponding plurality of electrically
conductive sockets or receptacles in a female component.
Typically, although not necessarily, an insulated cable or
cord carries a plurality of power and/or signal wires, each of
which may also be insulated, from a source to the non-
connecting or back side of either a male or female compo-
nent, where the individual wires are electrically connected to
pins or receptacles. Similarly, a corresponding plurality of
power and/or signal wires are electrically connected to
corresponding pins or receptacles on the back or non-
connecting side of the corresponding male or female com-
ponent, and an 1nsulated cable or cord carries the plurality of
power and/or signal wires to the device or equipment to be
clectrically connected with the source. Multiple electrical
connections between a source and a device or piece of
equipment can then be made substantially simultaneously by
coupling the male and female components such that the pins
of the male component are 1nserted into and make electrical
contact with the corresponding sockets or receptacles of the
female component. Numerous varnations of multi-pin con-
nectors are produced by companies like Winchester Elec-
tronics, Amphenol, Molex, and others. One multi-pin con-
nector having spring-loaded pins 1s known as a “Pogo”®
connector and 1s produced by Everett Charles Technologies.

Many such connectors exhibit certain problems and short-
comings. For example, misalignment of the pins and corre-
sponding sockets can result in damage to the pins and/or
sockets, resulting 1n failure of the electrical connections, and
even permanent damage to the connector. Connectors with
large numbers of pins and corresponding sockets and/or
where the pins and corresponding sockets are small and
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2

delicate are particularly prone to this problem. One way this
problem can arise 1s when the male and female components
are decoupled forcefully and out of proper alignment. Such
decoupling may occur either intentionally through careless-
ness, or accidentally, such as from someone tripping over a
cable or cord. Because the pins of the male component are
designed to be directly mnserted into and removed from the
sockets of the female component 1n the axial direction of the
pins and sockets, rather than at an angle, removal of the pins
at an angle can cause bending and misalignment of the pins
as well as damage to the sockets. Once the pins become bent
and/or misaligned with the sockets, a subsequent attempt to
couple the male and female components can cause the pins
to become further bent or even broken, resulting 1n failure to
make the intended electrical connections, and potentially
permanent damage to the connector.

Another problem with the known multi-pin connectors 1s
that the electrical connections between individual pins and
corresponding sockets can become loosened. For example,
over time and after multiple 1nsertions and retractions, the
pins, the sockets, or both can wear, resulting 1n the physical
connection between pins and sockets becoming loosened.
Alternatively, or 1n addition, damage to etther pins or sockets
can result 1 loosened connections. A loosened physical
connection can manifest itself as an intermittent electrical
connection, particularly in instances 1n which the connector
1s subject to vibration or other relative movement between
the male and female components.

One potential solution to the foregoing problems has been
to provide one or more semi-permanent fasteners on the
male and female connectors. For example, some multi-pin
connectors, such as certain D-sub connectors, have been
fitted with a threaded fastener, such as a machine screw, on
an exterior stub or flange of one of the male and female
components, and a corresponding threaded socket on an
exterior stub or flange of the other component. With the
corresponding male and female components coupled, the
fasteners are engaged to hold the connectors together semi-
permanently. Other similar approaches have included pro-
viding the male and female components with bayonet-type
fasteners, snap fittings, and the like.

However, the foregoing approaches create additional
problems. In some applications, 1t may be desirable for the
corresponding male and female connectors to be securely
coupled so as to maintain a reliable electrical connection but
not to be fixedly coupled, even temporarily and reversibly.
For example, in certain medical and other environments 1t
may be desirable for the corresponding male and female
components to maintain a secure and reliable electrical
connection but to readily separate if a certain amount of
force 1s applied. Thus, for example, 1f a patient or visitor
were to trip over or pull a cable or wire connected to medical
monitoring or treatment equipment, 1t would be more desir-
able for the male and female components to separate than for
a cable or cord to be forcefully ripped from the equipment,
which could potentially cause substantial and costly damage
to the equipment, or even cause the equipment to fall or be
upended and possibly 1njure a patient or visitor.

One approach tried 1n the past with respect to certain
Pogo-type connectors has been to incorporate magnetic
material i the exposed opposing faces ol corresponding
male and female components. In this approach, the coupling
of the male and female components 1s supposedly aided by
the attraction force of the magnetic materials without the use
of permanent or semi-permanent fasteners as described
above. However, this approach also has a number of poten-
tial problems. First, the pins 1n the male Pogo connector
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component are spring biased to help make secure contact
with corresponding receptacles 1n the female Pogo connec-

tor component. The spring force 1s directed outwardly from
the male connector 1n the direction of the female connector,
which 1s opposite to the attraction force of the magnets.
Some embodiments therefore may require a substantial
amount ol magnetic force to overcome the opposing force of
the springs. An insuflicient magnetic attraction force could
be overcome by the opposing force of the springs and result
in the same problems as 1I no magnets were present. In
contrast, a magnetic attraction force greater than necessary
to overcome the spring force could result in the connector
failing to decouple, and failing to prevent a cable or cord
from being forcibly removed from equipment, potentially
resulting in damage to the equipment and/or injury, as
described above. Second, incorporating magnetic materials
that produce a magnetic attraction force strong enough to
overcome the spring force could create a magnetic field
strong enough to interfere with electrical signals transiting
the connector. This 1s highly undesirable 1n some applica-
tions, such as some medical applications, where the affected
signals could represent critical data, such as EKG readings
or the like. Third, because the magnetic materials are
exposed to the surrounding environment when the male and
female components are not coupled, the magnetic matenals
could be damaged or could become covered or coated with
a substance that reduces the magnetic attraction force and
thus prevents the male and female components from cou-
pling securely.

There thus remains a need 1n a variety of medical and
other applications for a multi-pin electrical connector 1n
which male and female connector components may be
securely coupled to maintain reliable electrical connections
without the use of permanent or semi-permanent fasteners.
There also remains a need for such a connector 1n which the
male and female connectors are operative to decouple in
response to a certain amount of force to prevent potential
damage to equipment to which the electrical connector 1s
coupling cables or cords and/or 1njury. There also remains a
need for such a conmector which can employ magnetic
latching without the problems of the known magnetic latch-
ing Pogo-type connectors.

The example embodiments of a magnetic latching con-
nector disclosed herein are directed to addressing the fore-
going needs and the foregoing and other problems of the
prior art.

SUMMARY

An example embodiment 1s directed to a magnetic latch-
ing connector. The example magnetic latching connector
includes a male connector component and a corresponding
temale connector component adapted to be coupled to make
a plurality of electrical connections. The male connector
component comprises a male coupling having a plurality of
outwardly extending electrically conductive pins and an
outwardly extending male magnetic latching element
recessed within the male coupling. The female connector
component comprises a female coupling having a plurality
of electrically conductive sockets adapted to receive the pins
of the male coupling and a recessed receptacle containing a
female magnetic latching element adapted to receive the
male magnetic latching element. The male and female
magnetic latching elements provide a predetermined attrac-
tive magnetic force to assist maintaining the male and
female 1n a coupled state. The male coupling and female
coupling each have a back end adapted to make electrical
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4

connections with multiple wires of respective electrical
cables. The male and female connector components also
comprise housings adapted to receive and enclose the back
end and wire connections of the male and female couplings
respectively.

Example embodiments incorporate various arrangements
of pins, sockets, and magnetic latching elements. Example
embodiments include keying features that limit male and
female connector components to coupling in only one pre-
determined orientation. An example embodiment incorpo-
rates a connector component adapted for mounting 1 a
cabinet or body of a device or piece of equipment.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, some of the
example embodiments of the magnetic latching connector 1n
order that the detailed description thereof may be better
understood, and 1n order that the present contribution to the
art may be better appreciated. There are additional embodi-
ments ol the magnetic latching connector that will be
described hereinatter and that will form the subject matter of
the claims appended hereto. In this respect, before explain-
ing at least one embodiment of the magnetic latching
connector 1n detail, 1t 1s to be understood that the magnetic
latching connector 1s not limited in 1ts application to the
details of construction or to the arrangements of the com-
ponents set forth in the following description or 1llustrated in
the drawings. The magnetic latching connector 1s capable of
other embodiments and of being practiced and carried out 1n
various ways. Also, 1t 1s to be understood that the phrase-

ology and terminology employed herein are for the purpose
of the description and should not be regarded as limiting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Example embodiments will become more fully under-
stood from the detailed description given herein below and
the accompanying drawings, wherein like elements are
represented by like reference characters, which are given by
way of illustration only and thus are not limitative of the
example embodiments herein.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view ol a magnetic latching
connector 1n accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 2 1s a front end view of a magnetic latching con-
nector 1 accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional side view ol a magnetic
latching connector with male and female components
decoupled 1n accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional side view ol a magnetic
latching connector with male and female components
coupled 1n accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 5 15 an exploded cross-sectional side view of a male
component ol a magnetic latching connector 1n accordance
with an example embodiment.

FIG. 6 1s an exploded cross-sectional side view of a
female component of a magnetic latching connector 1in
accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of a female socket of a
magnetic latching connector in accordance with an example
embodiment.

FIG. 8 1s a side view of a female socket of a magnetic
latching connector in accordance with an example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 9 15 a cross-sectional side view of a female socket of
a magnetic latching connector 1 accordance with an
example embodiment.

FIG. 10 1s a perspective view of a magnetic latching
connector i accordance with another example embodiment.
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FIG. 11 1s a front end view of a magnetic latching
connector 1 accordance with the example embodiment of

F1G. 10.

FIG. 12 1s perspective view ol a magnetic latching con-
nector 1n accordance with still another example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 13 1s a perspective view ol a magnetic latching
connector 1n accordance with yet another example embodi-
ment.

FI1G. 14 1s front end view of a magnetic latching connector
in accordance with the example embodiment of FIG. 13.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A. Overview

An example magnetic latching connector generally com-
prises a male connector component and a corresponding,
female connector component. The male and female connec-
tor components are adapted to be physically coupled to
simultaneously make multiple electrical connections. The
male connector component comprises a male coupling hav-
ing a plurality of outwardly extending electrically conduc-
tive pins and an outwardly extending male magnetic latching
clement recessed within the male coupling. The female
connector component comprises a female coupling having a
plurality of electrically conductive sockets adapted to
receive the pins of the male coupling and a recessed recep-
tacle containing a female magnetic latching element adapted
to recerve the male magnetic latching element. The male and
female magnetic latching elements are selected to provide a
predetermined attractive magnetic force to assist maintain-
ing the male and female 1m a coupled state. The male
coupling and female coupling each have a back end adapted
to make electrical connections with multiple wires of respec-
tive cables or cords. The male and female connector com-
ponents also comprise male and female coupling housings
adapted to receive and enclose the back end and wire
connections of the male coupling and female coupling
respectively.

B. Connector Components

Referring to FIGS. 1-2, an example magnetic latching
connector 10 1ncludes a male connector component 20 and
a female connector component 40. The male connector
component 20 1 turn includes a male coupling 22 and male
coupling housing 24, which receives an end of an electrical
cable 26. The female connector component 40 1n turn
includes a female coupling 42 and female coupling housing
44, which receives an end of an electrical cable 46. The
opposite ends (not shown) of the cables 26, 46 1n turn may
be connected to a source of electrical power and/or signals,
a piece ol equipment or a device that receives electrical
power and/or signals, another connector adapted to be
connected to yet another cable, source, or piece of equip-
ment, or to an mtermediate device, such as a switch or
multiplexer.

The male and female couplings 22, 42 and the male and
temale coupling housings 24, 44 are preferably constructed
of conventional electrically non-conductive insulating mate-
rial. Many suitable materials, such as a variety of moldable
plastics, are known to persons skilled in the art and are
suitable for use. The male and female couplings and the male
and female coupling housings may be formed by a conven-
tional molding process, machining process, or a combination
of both. Again, many such processes are known to persons
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skilled 1n the art and will be found suitable for this purpose.
The male and female couplings 22, 42, and the correspond-
ing male and female housings 24, 44 may be separately
molded and then connected together mechanically as
described below. Alternatively, the male and female hous-
ings 24, 44 may be over-molded on the male and female
couplings 22, 42, and electrical cables 26, 46.

The male and female couplings 22, 42 are preferably
formed 1n complimentary shapes to facilitate physical cou-
pling of the male and female connector components 20, 40
when an electrical connection 1s to be made. Complimentary
keying structures or mechanisms 25, 23ag are preferably
formed on or as part of the female and male couplings to
limit the male and female connector components to being
coupled only 1n a predetermined orientation. The keying
mechanisms can be provided 1n a variety of complimentary
geometric shapes and arrangements, as described in further
detail below.

Similarly, the male and female coupling housings 24, 44
are formed 1n complimentary shapes to facilitate receiving
and retaining the respective male and female couplings and
to facilitate coupling the male and female connector com-
ponents. Preferably the exterior surfaces of the male and
female coupling housings 24, 44 are ergonomically shaped

to facilitate grasping and manipulating the male and female
connector components for ease of coupling and decoupling.

C. Male Connector Components

1. Male Coupling.

Referring to FIGS. 3-6, the male connector component 20
includes a male coupling 22. The male coupling 22 1s formed
in a substantially cylindrical shape having a longitudinal
axis 23. The male coupling has a front end 26 and a back end
28 connected by a central section 30.

The front end 26 has an annular cylindrical housing 32
that extends outwardly and forwardly from the central
section 30 substantially coaxially with the longitudinal axis
23. One side of the cylindrical housing 32 has a thicker cross
section comprising a trapezoidal extension 25q that func-
tions as a keying structure. A substantially cylindrical central
space 34 1s enclosed by the cylindrical housing 32 and by the
central section 30, but 1s open at its forward end. Within the
central space 34 i1s a retaining structure 36. The retaining
structure 36 1s substantially cylindrical 1n shape and extends
outwardly and forwardly from the central section 30 into the
central space 34 substantially coaxially with the longitudinal
axis 23. The retaining structure 1s recessed within the central
space 34 and does not extend beyond the distal end of the
annular cylindrical housing 32.

The retaining structure 36 includes an annular shoulder
50. The shoulder 50 extends annularly around the periphery
of the retaining structure 36 at a location recessed rearward
from the forward facing end thereof. The shoulder 50
includes a forward face 51 with a plurality of openings 55
formed therein and spaced radially around the periphery of
the retaining structure. A plurality of channels 52 extend
from the openings 35 through the shoulder 50 and the central
section 30 to the back end 28 of the male coupling. The
channels and openings are adapted to receive and retain a
plurality of outwardly extending electrically conductive pins
54 as described in further detail below.

The retaiming structure also includes a substantially cylin-
drical cavity 38. The cavity 38 1s substantially coaxial with
the longitudinal axis 23 and extends rearward within the
body of the retaining structure from the forward facing end
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thereotf. The cavity 38 1s adapted to receive and retain a
magnetic latching element 56 as described 1n further detail
below.

The back end 28 has an annular cylindrical housing 58
that extends outwardly and rearward from the central section
30 substantially coaxially with the longitudinal axis 23. A
substantially cylindrical central space 60 1s enclosed by the
cylindrical housing 38 and by the central section 30, but 1s
open at 1ts rearward end. The channels 52 that extend from
the front end 26 through the central section 30 terminate in
the central space 60. The outer periphery of the housing 58
1s provided with an annular ramp-shaped locking structure
62 that extends intermittently around the periphery of the
outer periphery. The ramp of the locking structure 62
preferably 1s forward facing with a substantially vertical
forward surface 62a to permit the back end 28 of the male
coupling 22 to be shid into the male coupling housing 24 and
to engage a corresponding annular ramp-shaped locking
depression 64 on the male coupling housing 24 to lock the
male coupling into the male coupling housing, as described
in greater detail below.

2. Male Coupling Housing.

The male coupling housing 24 1s adapted to receive,

retain, and enclose the back end 24 of male coupling 22 and
the electrical wire connections between the cable 26 and the
male coupling 22. In the example embodiment, the male
coupling housing 24 1s a substantially cylindrical body
having a front end 66, a back end 68, and a longitudinal axis
23a which 1s co-linear with the longitudinal axis 23 of the
male coupling 22 when the male coupling housing 24 and
male coupling 22 are aligned to be assembled. The diameter
of the front end 66 1s greater than the diameter of the back
end 68 and the cylindrical body tapers from the front end to
the back end.

The front end 66 has a substantially cylindrical opening
70 that exposes a substantially cylindrical cavity 72 within
the cylindrical body. The opening 70 and cavity 72 are
substantially centered on the longitudinal axis 23a. The
inner diameters of the opening 70 and cavity 72 are dimen-
sioned to receive the back end 28 of the male coupling 22.
The cavity 72 preferably extends rearward in the male
coupling housing 24 a suilicient distance for the back end 28
of the male coupling to be completely enclosed within the
male coupling housing 24.

An annular ramp-shaped locking depression 64 1s formed
on the inner surface of the cavity 72 and extends intermuit-
tently around the inner periphery of the cavity at intervals
corresponding to the intervals at which the ramp-shaped
locking structure 62 extends around the periphery of the
back end 28 of the male coupling 22. Preferably the ramp
shape of the locking depression 1s forward facing with a
substantially vertical forward surface 64a to permait the
torward facing ramp of the locking structure 62 to slide mnto
the ramp-shaped depression of the locking depression 64
and the vertical faces 62a, 64a of the locking structure 62
and locking depression 64 to engage to lock the back end 28
of the male coupling 22 within the male coupling housing 24
and to prevent 1t from sliding forward out of the male
coupling housing. The locking depression 64 1s positioned
relative to the forward end 66 of the male coupling housing,
24 and the locking structure 62 1s positioned relative to the
back end 28 of the male coupling 22 a suflicient distance so
that they engage to lock the back end 28 of the male coupling,
22 1nto the male coupling housing 24 when the back end 28
of the male coupling 22 1s completely enclosed within the
cavity 72 of the male coupling housing 24.
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Also, to ensure that the back end 28 of the male coupling
22 cannot be over iserted into the male coupling housing
24, the central section 30 of the male coupling 22 has a
flange 74 that extends annularly around the periphery of the
central section 30 just forwardly of the back end 28. When
the back end 28 of the male coupling 22 1s fully enclosed
within the cavity 72 the front end 66 of the male coupling
housing abuts the flange 74 to prevent further insertion.

The back end 68 has a substantially cylindrical opening
78 1mto a substantially cylindrical passageway 80 that
extends from the opening 78 through the body of the male
coupling housing 24 to the cavity 72 in the front end 66. The
opening 78 and passageway 80 are substantially centered on
the longitudinal axis 23a. The opening 78 and passageway
80 are dimensioned to receive and retain an electrical cable
26. Preferably the opening 78 and passageway 80 are
dimensioned to permit the male coupling housing 24 to be
rotated at least slightly about the cable to allow the locking
depressions 64 of the male coupling housing 24 to be aligned
with the locking structures 62 of the male coupling 22 during
assembly while still retaining the cable relatively securely
and eflectively sealing the interior of the male coupling from
the outside environment. The electrical cable 26 typically
carries a plurality of electrically conductive wires 26qa, such
as braided or solid core copper wires, with each wire being
encased 1n an 1nsulating sheath. Preterably, the insulation 1s
stripped from the ends of the wires 26a.

A plurality of electrically conductive pins 54 are adapted
to be connected to the stripped ends of the wires 26a. Those
skilled in the art will appreciate that the pins 54 may be
constructed of commonly known electrically conductive
materials icluding various copper alloys such as brass,
phosphor-bronze, or other alloys, and may be plated with
various well-known plating maternials such as gold, nickel,
palladium, tin, or others, depending on application require-
ments. The pins 534 may be formed by suitable molding,
stamping, machining or metal forming processes, or a com-
bination thereof. Many such processes are known to persons
skilled 1n the art and need not be reiterated herein. The pins
54 may embody solder cups, solder tails, crimp structures, or
a combination of elements to facilitate soldered and/or
mechanical electrical connection with the stripped ends of
the wires 26a. Once the male coupling 22 and male coupling
housing 24 assembled as described below, the pins 54 extend
outwardly through the openings 55 1n the retaiming structure
36 of the male coupling 22 spaced radially around the
magnetic latching element 56.

The male coupling 22 and male coupling housing 24 are
assembled to form the male connector component 20.
Assembly 1s accomplished by 1nserting the end of cable 26
into the opening 78 of the male coupling housing 24 and
advancing the cable through the passageway 80 until the end
1s exposed 1n the cavity 72. The exposed stripped ends of a
plurality of electrically conductive wires 26a are electrically
connected to the rearward ends of a corresponding plurality
of electrically conductive pins 54 as described above.
Although FIG. § illustrates the pins 54 as being directly
attached to the ends of the wires 26a within the cavity 72,
it 1s contemplated that the pins 54 may be press fit 1n the
channels 52 of the male coupling 22 extending outwardly
from the openings 35 at the forward ends of the channels
prior to being connected to the ends of the wires 26a. Those
skilled 1n the art will appreciate that retaiming structures (not
shown), such as forward sloping ramps or collars may be
incorporated in the periphery of the bodies of the pins 54 to
facilitate press fitting the pins into the channels 52 and
openings 55, while preventing the pins 54 from moving
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rearward 1n the channels 52 once fully nserted and seated.
The retaining structures may be similar to or the same as
clements 184, 186 described below with respect to sockets
112 of the female coupling 42.

It 1s further contemplated that the pins need not be directly
connected to the ends of the wires 26a. Rather, 1t 15 con-
templated that a printed circuit board, flex circuit, or similar
structure (not shown) may be mounted and retained within
the central space 60 of the back end 28 of the male coupling,
22. The ends of the wires 26a could be connected to wire
connectors or bonds on the rearward facing side or face of
the structure, and the forward facing side or face of the
structure could contain lead lines and/or pins that pass
through the channels 52 and extend outwardly from the
openings 55.

Regardless of whether the pins 54 are attached to the
wires 26a before or after being press fit 1n the channels 52
and openings 55 of the male coupling 22, the pins preferably
are positioned so that they remain recessed 1n the cavity 26
of the male coupling 22 and extend outwardly and forwardly
from the openings 55 into the cavity 26 no farther forward
than, and preferably slightly less far forward than, the
magnetic latching element 56. This configuration allows the
magnetic latching element 56 to engage a corresponding
magnetic latching element 116 1n the female coupling 42
while the pins 54 fully engage with corresponding sockets
112 of the female coupling 42 as described in further detail
below.

After the wires 26a are connected to the pins 34 and the
pins are press fit 1n the openings 55 as described above, the
front end 66 of the male coupling housing 24 1s aligned with
the back end 28 of the male coupling 22 so that the locking
depression 64 of the male coupling housing 1s aligned with
the locking structure 62 of the male coupling 22. The back
end 28 of the male coupling 22 1s then mserted 1nto the male
coupling housing 24 until the back end 28 1s fully enclosed
within the cavity 72 with the front edge 66 of the male
coupling housing 24 abutting the flange 74 on the central
section 30 of the male coupling 22 and the ramp-shaped
locking structure 62 of the male coupling 22 1s seated in the
ramp-shaped locking depression 64 of the male coupling
housing 24 with the vertical faces 62a, 64a engaged. At this
point, the male coupling 22 1s locked 1n place 1n the male
coupling housing 24. It 1s noted that care should be taken
during the assembly process not to over-rotate the cable 26,
which could stress and possibly damage the electrical con-
nections between the wires 26a and pins 34.

Those skilled in the art will realize that there are various
alternatives to using locking structures and depressions to
assemble the male coupling 22 and male coupling housing
24 1into male connector component 20. For example, corre-
sponding threaded structures could be provided on the back
end 28 of the male coupling 22 and the interior surface of the
cavity 72 of the male coupling housing 24. Other types of
mechanical fastening structures also could be used. Those
skilled 1n the art will also appreciate that a conventional
over-molding technique may be used wherein the male
coupling housing 24 is over-molded on portions of the male
coupling 22 and cable 26 after the cable 26 and wires 26a
have been inserted 1n the male coupling 22, the wires have
been electrically connected to pins 34, and the pins 34 have
been set 1 place, as described above. In this alternative, the
back end 28 of the male coupling 22 and a portion of the
connected cable 26 extending rearward from backend 28
may be enclosed in a mold and the material comprising the
male coupling housing 24 may be thermally or injection
molded over them, permanently sealing the connection
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between the cable and the male coupling and creating a
unitary male connector component 20.

D. Female Connector Components

1. Female Coupling.

Referring again to FIGS. 3-6, the female connector com-
ponent 40 1includes a female coupling 42. The structure and
dimensions of the female coupling 42 are similar and
complementary to the corresponding structure and dimen-
s1ons of the male coupling 22 to facilitate coupling the male
20 and female 40 components. The female coupling 42 1s
formed 1n a substantially cylindrical shape having a longi-
tudinal axis 90. The female coupling has a front end 92 and
a back end 94 connected by a central section 96.

The front end 92 has an annular cylindrical housing 98
that extends outwardly and forwardly from the central
section 96 substantially coaxially with the longitudinal axis
90. A substantially cylindrical central space 100 1s enclosed
by the cylindrical housing 98 and by the central section 96,
but 1s open at 1ts forward end. One side of the opening and
central space 100 1s preferably extended to form a trapezoi-
dal space 25 that functions as a keying mechanism. Together,
the trapezoidal extension 25a of the male coupling and
trapezoidal space 235 of the female coupling ensure that the
male and female couplings 20, 40 can be coupled 1n only a
predetermined orientation. The central space 100 terminates
in a recessed rear vertical wall 99 adjacent to the central
section 96.

Within the central space 100 1s a retaining structure 102.
The retaining structure 102 1s substantially cylindrical 1n
shape and extends outwardly and forwardly from the central
section 96 into the central space 100 substantially coaxially
with the longitudinal axis 90. The retaining structure 1s
recessed within the central space 100 and does not extend
beyond the distal end of the annular cylindrical housing 98.
The retaining structure 102 includes an annular projection
104 that extends annularly around the periphery of the
retaining structure and constitutes the forward most portion
of the retaining structure 102 within the central space 100.
The annular projection 104 includes a forward face 106 with
a plurality of openings 108 formed therein and spaced
radially around the periphery of the retaining structure 102.
A plurality of channels 110 extend from the openings 108
through the annular projection 104 and the central section 96
to the back end 94 of the female coupling. The channels and
openings are adapted to receive and retain a plurality of
clectrically conductive sockets 112 as described in further
detail below.

The retaining structure 102 also includes a substantially
cylindrical cavity 114. The cavity 114 1s recessed rearward
of the annular projection 104 and extends rearward into the
body of the retaining structure 102 from the forward facing
end thereotf. The cavity 114 1s substantially coaxial with the
longitudinal axis 90. The cavity 114 1s adapted to recetve and
retain a magnetic latching element 116 as described in
turther detail below.

The back end 94 of the female coupling 42 has an annular
cylindrical housing 118 that extends outwardly and rearward
from the central section 96 substantially coaxially with the
longitudinal axis 90. A substantially cylindrical central space
120 1s enclosed by the cylindrical housing 118 and by the
central section 90, but i1s open at its rearward end. The
central space 120 1s substantially centered on the longitudi-
nal axis 90. The channels 110 that extend from the front end
98 through the central section 90 terminate in the central
space 120. The outer periphery of the housing 118 1s
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provided with an annular ramp-shaped locking structure 122
that extends intermittently around the outer periphery. The
ramp of the locking structure 122 preferably 1s forward
facing with a substantially vertical forward surface 122a to
permit the back end 94 of the female coupling 42 to be slid
into the female coupling housing 44 and to engage a
corresponding annular ramp-shaped locking depression 124
on the female coupling housing 44 to lock the female
coupling 42 into the female coupling housing 44, as
described 1n greater detail below.

It should be noted that the annular cylindrical housing 98
of the front end 92 has an mner diameter dimensioned to
permit the annular cylindrical housing 32 of the front end 26
of the male coupling 22 to be inserted into the annular
cylindrical housing 98 of the front end 92 of the female
coupling 42 with the inner surface of the annular cylindrical
housing 1 sliding engagement with the outer peripheral
surface of the cylindrical housing 32 when the male 20 and
female 40 connector components are coupled. It should be
turther noted that the central space 100 of the front end 98
of the female coupling 42 has a depth dimension that allows
the front end 32 of the male coupling 22 to be mserted into
and substantially enclosed within the central space 100 of
the female coupling 42 with the front face 33 of the front end
32 of the male coupling 22 engaged with the recessed
vertical wall 99 of the front end 98 of the female coupling
22 when the male 20 and female 40 connector components
are coupled.

2. Female Coupling Housing.

The female coupling housing 44 1s adapted to receive,
retain and enclose the back end 94 of female coupling 42 and
the electrical wire connections between the cable 46 and the
temale coupling 42. In the example embodiment, the female
coupling housing 44 1s a substantially cylindrical body
having a front end 126, a back end 128, and a longitudinal
axis 90a which 1s co-linear with the longitudinal axis 90 of
the female coupling 42 when the female coupling housing,
44 and female coupling 42 are aligned to be assembled. The
diameter of the front end 126 1s greater than the diameter of
the back end 128 and the cylindrical body tapers from the
front end to the back end.

The front end 126 has a substantially cylindrical opening,
130 that exposes a substantially cylindrical cavity 132
within the cylindrical body. The opening 130 and cavity 132
are substantially centered on the longitudinal axis 90a. The
inner diameters of the opening 130 and cavity 132 are
dimensioned to receive the back end 94 of the female
coupling 42. The cavity 132 preferably extends rearward 1n
the female coupling housing 44 a suflicient distance for the
back end 94 of the female coupling 42 to be completely
enclosed and engaged within the female coupling housing
44.

An annular ramp-shaped locking depression 124 1s
formed on the mner surface of the cavity 132 and extends
intermittently around the inner periphery of the cavity at
intervals corresponding to the intervals at which the ramp-
shaped locking structure 122 extends around the periphery
of the back end 94 of the female coupling 42. Preferably the
ramp shape of the locking depression 1s forward facing with
a substantially vertical forward surface 124a to permit the
torward facing ramp of the locking structure 122 to slide into
the ramp-shaped depression of the locking depression 124
and the vertical faces 122a, 124a of the locking structure
122 and locking depression 124 to engage to lock the back
end 94 of the female coupling 42 within the female coupling
housing 44 and to prevent it from sliding forward out of the
temale coupling housing. The locking depression 124 1is
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positioned relative to the front end 126 of the female
coupling housing 44 and the locking structure 1222 1is
positioned relative to the back end 94 of the female coupling
42 a suilicient distance so that they engage to lock the back
end 94 of the female coupling 42 into the female coupling
housing 44 when the back end 94 of the female coupling 42
1s completely enclosed within the cavity 132 of the female
coupling housing 44.

Also to ensure that the back end 94 of the female coupling
42 cannot be over mserted into the female coupling housing
44, the central section 96 of the female coupling 42 has a
shoulder 97 that extends annularly around the periphery of
the central section 96 at the location where the central
section transitions into the back end 94 and just forward of
the locking structure 122. When the back end 94 of the
female coupling 42 1s fully enclosed within the cavity 132,
the front end 126 of the female coupling housing 44 abuts
the shoulder 97 to prevent further insertion.

The back end 128 has a substantially cylindrical opening
138 into a substantially cylindrical passageway 140 that
extends from the opening 138 through the body of the
temale coupling housing 44 to the cavity 132 1n the front end
126. The opening 138 and passageway 140 are substantially
centered on the longitudinal axis 90a. The opeming 138 and
passageway 140 are dimensioned to receive and retain an
clectrical cable 46. Preferably the opening 138 and passage-
way 140 are dimensioned to permit the female coupling
housing 144 to be rotated at least slightly about the cable to
allow the locking depressions 124 of the female coupling
housing 44 to be aligned with the locking structures 122 of
the female coupling 42 during assembly while still retaining
the cable relatively securely and eflectively sealing the
interior of the female coupling from the outside environ-
ment. The electrical cable 46 typically carries a plurality of
clectrically conductive wires 46a, such as braided or solid
core copper wires, with each wire being encased 1n an
insulating sheath. Preferably, the imnsulation is stripped from
the ends of the wires 46a.

A plurality of electrically conductive sockets 112 are
adapted to be electrically connected to the stripped ends of
the wires 46a. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
sockets 112 may be constructed of commonly known elec-
trically conductive matenals including various copper alloys
such as brass, phosphor-bronze, or other alloys, and may be
plated with various well-known plating materials such as
gold, nickel, palladium, tin, or others, depending on appli-
cation requirements. The sockets 112 may be formed by
suitable molding, stamping, machimng or metal forming
processes, or a combination thereof. Many such processes
are known to persons skilled in the art and need not be
reiterated herein. Those skilled 1n the art also will appreciate
that the sockets 112 may embody solder cups, solder tails,
crimp structures, or a combination of elements to facilitate
soldered and/or mechanical electrical connection with the
stripped ends of the wires 46a. With the female coupling 42
and female coupling housing 44 assembled as described
below, the sockets 112 are recessed within annular projec-
tion 104 of the female coupling 42 axially aligned with the
openings 108 1n the annular projection around the magnetic
latching element 116.

The female coupling 42 and female coupling housing 44
are assembled to form the female connector component 40.
Assembly 1s accomplished by 1nserting the end of cable 46
into the opening 138 of the female coupling housing 44 and
advancing the cable through the passageway 140 until the
end 1s exposed 1n the cavity 132. The exposed stripped ends
of a plurality of electrically conductive wires 46a are
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conductively connected to a corresponding plurality of elec-
trically conductive sockets 112 as described above.
Although FIG. 6 illustrates the sockets 112 as being attached
to the ends of the wires 46a directly, 1t 1s contemplated that
the sockets 112 may be directly or mdirectly connected to
the wires 46a, and may be press {it 1n the channels 97 and
openings 108 either before or after being connected to the
ends of the wires 26a, similarly to the pins 54 of the male
coupling 22.

Regardless of whether the sockets 112 are attached to the
wires 46a belore or after being press fit 1n the channels 97
and opemings 108 of the female coupling 42, the sockets
preferably are positioned so that they remain recessed 1n the
annular extension 104 of the female coupling 42 within the
cavity 100 sufliciently forward of the magnetic latching
clement 116 so that when the male and female components
20, 40 are coupled, the forward extending retaining structure
36 of the male coupling 22 1s substantially fully enclosed
within the annular projection 104 of the female coupling 42
with the magnetic latching element 56 of the male coupling
22 securely engaged with the corresponding magnetic latch-
ing clement 116 of the female coupling 42 and the pins 54
of the male coupling 22 fully and securely engaged with the
corresponding sockets 112 of the female coupling 42 as
described in further detail below.

With the wires 46a connected to the sockets 112 and the
sockets securely press fit in the openings 108 as described
above, the front end 126 of the female coupling housing 44
1s aligned with the back end 94 of the female coupling 42 so
that the locking depressions 124 of the female coupling
housing are aligned with the locking structures 122 of the
temale coupling 42. The back end 94 of the female coupling
42 1s then 1nserted into the female coupling housing 44 until
the back end 94 1s tully enclosed within the cavity 130 with
the forward face of the front end 126 of the female coupling
housing 44 abutting the annular shoulder 110 at the rearward
end of the central section 96 of the female coupling 42, and
the locking structure 122 of the female coupling 42 1s seated
in the locking depression 124 of the female coupling hous-
ing 44 with the vertical faces 122a, 124a engaged. At this
point, the female coupling 42 1s locked 1n place 1n the female
coupling housing 44. It 1s noted that care should be taken
during the assembly process not to over-rotate the cable 46,
which could stress and possibly damage the electrical con-
nections between the wires 46a and sockets 112.

Those skilled in the art will realize there are various
alternatives to using locking structures and depressions to
assemble the female coupling 42 and female coupling hous-
ing 44 into female connector components 40. For example,
corresponding threaded structures could be provided on the
periphery of the back end 94 of the female coupling 42 and
on the interior surface of the cavity 132 of the female
coupling housing 44. Other types of mechanical fastening
structures also could be used. Those skilled 1n the art also
will appreciate that a conventional over-molding technique
may be used wherein the female coupling housing 44 1s
over-molded on portions of the female coupling 42 and cable
46 after the cable 46 and wires 46a have been 1nserted 1n the
temale coupling 42, the wires have been electrically con-

nected to sockets 112, and the sockets have been set in place,
as described above. In this alternative, the back end 94 of the
temale coupling 42 and a portion of the connected cable 46
extending rearward from back end 94 may be enclosed 1n a
mold and the material comprising the female coupling
housing 44 may be thermally or mnjection molded over them,
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permanently sealing the connection between the cable and
the female coupling and creating a unitary female connector
component 40.

E. Female Socket

Referring to FIGS. 7-9, a preferred form of electrically
conductive female socket 112 for use 1n the example
embodiment 1s illustrated.

The socket 112 1s constructed as an elongated cylinder
having a longitudinal axis, a rear end 180 and a front end
182. The intermediate portion 181 of the cylinder between
the rear and front ends 1s preferably solid to increase
stiflness of the socket and to reduce 1ts electrical resistance.
Immediately adjacent to the rear end 180 are one or more
annular projections 184, 186 extending outwardly from the
periphery of the cylinder and spaced apart along the longi-
tudinal axis of the cylinder. The annular projections 184, 186
have forward surfaces 184a, 186a that slope downwardly
until they merge into the periphery of the socket 112 and
rearward surfaces 1845, 1865 that are substantially vertical
and transverse to the longitudinal axis of the socket 112. The
sloped forward surfaces 184a, 186a facilitate press fitting
the socket 112 1n the channel 110 of the female coupling 42
and advancement therein until the front end 182 1s exposed
in the opening 108 of the annular projection 104 of the
female coupling 42. The substantially vertical rearward
surfaces 1845, 1865 assist 1n retaining the socket 112 1n the
channel 110 and prevent the socket 112 from moving
rearward 1n the channel 110 once seated.

The rear end 180 of the socket 112 comprises a solder cup
with a cylindrical opening 190 into a cylindrical space 192.
The opening 190 and space 192 are preferably coaxial with
the longitudinal axis of the cylinder. The solder cup 1s
adapted to receive the exposed stripped end of a wire 46qa
inserted 1nto the back end 94 of the female coupling 42. The
cylindrical opening 190 and space 192 are preferably dimen-
sioned to recerve and enclose the exposed end of the wire as
well as an amount of liquid solder suflicient to fill the space
192. Preferably, upon solidification, the solder will securely
retain the end of the wire in the solder cup and form an
clectrically conductive connection between the wire 46a and
the socket 112. Suitable dimensions for the opeming 190 and
192 will depend on the gauge of the wire 46a, which will 1n
turn depend on the application for which the connector 1s
intended. For example, 30 gauge wire has an outer diameter
of 0.01 inches and is suitable for applications nvolving
relatively low level electrical signals under one ampere. The
relationship between wire size and electrical current carry-
ing capacity 1s well known to those skilled 1n the art.

The front end 182 of the socket 112 also has a cylindrical
opening 194 and cylindrical space 196. The opening 194 and
space 196 are preferably coaxial with the longitudinal axis
of the cylinder. The cylindrical opening 194 and space 196
function to receive and releasably retain an outwardly
extending pin 54 of the male coupling 22 when the male and
female connector components 20, 40 are coupled. Preferably
the cylindrical opening 194 and space 196 are dimensioned
to securely receive and releasably retain the pin 154 so that
substantially the entire length of the pin that 1s exposed 1n
the male coupling i1s enclosed within the space 196 when the
male and female connector components are coupled. Addi-
tionally, the opening 194 and space 196 are preferably
dimensioned so that the pin 154 1s 1n secure physical contact
with the socket 112 around substantially its entire circum-
ference when the male and female connector components
are coupled.
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A narrow elongated slot 198 preferably extends longitu-
dinally along opposite sides of the socket 112 coplanar with

the longitudinal axis of the socket 112 from a point near the
opening 194 to a point approximately where the cylindrical
space 196 terminates within the socket 112. The slot extends
through the cylindrical space 196 from both opposite sides
of the socket 112. At a point near but mmwardly spaced from
the opening 194 the slot angles upwardly and through the
surface of the socket approximately 90 degrees from the
opposite sides. The slot 198 thus forms an elongated linear
spring 200 with an inclined forward edge in the socket 112.
The spring 200 functions to help retain a pin 154 of the male
coupling 22 1n secure contact with the socket 112 within the
cylindrical space 196 when the male and female components
20, 40 are coupled. Preferably the forward end of the spring
200 15 biased slightly inwardly toward the longitudinal axis
of the socket 112 to provide a biasing force urging the pin
54 1nto secure contact with the socket 112.

As the pin 54 1s mserted into the space 196, its periphery
engages the inclined forward edge of the spring 200 causing
the spring to rotate slightly outwardly from the longitudinal
axis of the socket from the end point of the slot 198 near the
termination of the space 196. In response, the spring 200
exerts an mmward force on the pin 134 that urges the
periphery of the pin 154 into secure contact with the inner
surface of the socket 112 within the cylindrical space 196.
Once the biasing force of the spring 200 1s overcome upon
insertion of the pin 154, the magnetic attraction force of the
magnetic latching elements 56, 116 eflectively causes the
male and female connector components 20, 40 to snap
together. When the pin 154 1s removed from the socket 112
the spring 200 returns to 1ts initial position. The biasing force
of the spring 200 combined with the magnetic attraction
force of the magnetic latching elements 56, 116 establishes
the amount of force required to decouple the male and
female connector components 20, 40.

F. Male and Female Magnetic Latching Flements

The male and female magnetic latching elements 56, 116
may both be constructed of a magnetic material, or one may
be constructed of a magnetic material and the other of a
magnetic attractive material such as a ferrous or ferromag-
netic metal material. It will of course be readily apparent to
persons skilled in the art that the magnetic polarities of the
male and female magnetic latching elements must be ori-
ented so that the magnetic force between the male and
female magnetic latching elements 1s attractive. Either or
both of the male and female magnetic latching elements may
constitute or include a permanent magnet, an electromagnet,
a rare earth magnet or a similar type of magnet, many types
and variations of which are known to persons skilled in the
art.

The male and female magnetic latching elements 56, 116
of the example embodiment illustrated 1n FIGS. 1-6 are
preferably cylindrical in shape with substantially flat end
taces. The latching elements are preferably disposed and
oriented within the respective male and female couplings 22,
42 so that when the couplings are coaxially aligned for
coupling the flat end faces are oppositely facing. The pre-
terred shape and disposition of the magnetic latching ele-
ments thus enable the faces of the magnetic latching ele-
ments to make good contact with each other when the male
and female connector components 20, 40 are coupled. They
also provide a suitable amount of contact area so that a
desired amount of magnetic force 1s present between the
male and female connector components when coupled. Still
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turther, the preferred cylindrical shapes provide a suitable
amount of area for the male and female magnetic latching

clements 56, 116 to be securely aflixed 1n the cavities 38 and
114 of the male and female couplings 22, 42. The latching
clements may be securely aflixed using a suitable adhesive
or by other methods known to those skilled 1n the art.

The male and female magnetic latching elements are
constructed of a material, and 1n a shape, and size selected
to provide a predefined attractive magnetic force suitable for
the intended application of the magnetic latching connector.
For most medical applications, a magnetic force of approxi-
mately two pounds 1s preferred to provide secure physical
and electrical coupling between the male and female con-
nector components, while still permitting the male and
female connector components to decouple 1n response to a
decoupling force with mimimal risk of damage to equipment
or injury to persons. Generally, it 1s preferred to select the
magnetic latching elements to provide the minmimum mag-
netic force suitable for the particular intended application of
the magnetic latching connector since strong magnetic fields
in proximity to electrical conductors can result 1n 1nterfer-
ence with the electrical signals 1n the conductors in some
situations, as persons skilled in the art are aware.

While the male and female magnetic latching elements
56, 116 are preferably constructed in cylindrical form for a
number of reasons, some set forth above, they are not
necessarily formed in that shape or in any particular shape
or size. Rather, persons skilled in the art will readily
appreciate that the male and female magnetic latching
clements may be formed 1n any number of other shapes and
sizes consistent with the purposes and functionalities
described herein.

Another consideration in selecting a suitable size and
shape for the male and female magnetic latching elements
56, 116 1s that 1t 1s preferred for the male and female
magnetic latching elements to remain recessed within the
outer housings 32, 98 of the male and female couplings 22,
42 even when the male and female connector components
20, 40 are not coupled. The male and female magnetic
latching elements 56, 116 are thus protected from the
environment and from being damaged or compromised by
inadvertent physical contact with objects, chemicals, or
other elements 1n the environment.

(5. Additional Male and Female Connector
Component Embodiments

While an example embodiment has been shown and
described in which the male and female connector compo-
nents 20, 40 are substantially cylindrical in shape and are
connected to the ends of electrical cables, other example
embodiments incorporating the principles and benefits of the
invention are also possible and will be apparent to persons
skilled 1n the art from the descriptions herein.

FIGS. 10-11 illustrate an example embodiment 1n which
the male 20 and female 40 connector components are
substantially rectangular in shape. Additionally, the female
connector component 40 1s adapted to be permanently
mounted 1n a cabinet 160 of a device or piece of equipment
via screws or other fasteners (not shown) or in any other
suitable manner, and 1s electrically connected with wires
(not shown) of the device or equipment 1nside the cabinet.
Persons skilled 1n the art will appreciate that while the
female connector component 1s mounted in the cabinet, the
male connector component could instead be mounted 1n the
cabinet. Those skilled in the art also will appreciate that
either of the male and female connector components could
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be formed 1n other cross-sectional shapes, such as substan-
tially cylindrical shapes, and could be provided with
threaded structures to facilitate mounting to the cabinetry via
a corresponding threaded fastener, such as a nut.

Further, the male coupling 22 has two magnetic latching
clements 56a, 565 spaced in the lengthwise direction of the
rectangular-shaped male coupling and the female coupling,
42 has two corresponding magnetic latching elements 1164,
1165 spaced 1n the lengthwise direction of the rectangular-
shaped female coupling. Still further, the electrically con-
ductive pins 54 of the male coupling 22 and the correspond-
ing electrically conductive sockets 112 of the female
coupling 42 are arranged in two rows, one above and one
below the corresponding magnetic latching elements 56a,
565 and 116a, 1165 and extending in the lengthwise direc-
tions of the rectangular-shaped male and female couplings
respectively.

Other construction details of this example embodiment
are similar to those described above with respect to the
example embodiment shown m FIGS. 1-6. For example,
similar to the embodiment shown 1n FIGS. 1-6, the rectan-
gular male coupling 22 may be assembled with the rectan-
gular male coupling housing 24 via mechanical lock and
receptor structures. One difference 1s that 1n this embodi-
ment, the female connector component 40 1s intended to be
mounted with the back end of the female connector com-
ponent enclosed inside a cabinet 160. Therefore, 1t 1s not
necessary to provide a female coupling housing to protect
the electrical connections between the wires of a cable and
the female coupling as compared to embodiments 1n which
the female coupling 1s adapted to be connected to the end of
a cable exposed to the external environment. Another dif-
ference 1s that i this embodiment, the male coupling
housing 1s over-molded on the male coupling 22 and cable
to form a unmitary male connector component 20.

FI1G. 12 1llustrates another example embodiment 1n which
the male and female connector components 20, 40 are
shaped somewhat differently and include separate sets of
conductive pins 54c¢, 344 and corresponding sets of conduc-
tive sockets 112¢, 112d4. In this embodiment, the male
connector component 20 1s substantially cylindrical 1n
shape, and the female connector component 40 1s formed 1n
a somewhat bulbous shape. Of course persons of ordinary
skill 1n the art will appreciate that regardless of the overall
cross-sectional shapes of the male and female connector
components 20, 40, the shapes, dimensions, and arrange-
ments of the components making up the male and female
couplings 22, 42 remain in correspondence to Tfacilitate
physical and electrical coupling of the male and female
connector components 20, 40. Here, for example, the pro-
jecting outer housing 32 of the male coupling 22 defines not
only a central space 34, but a second space 34a with the two
spaces separated by a projecting wall 162.

A first set of electrically conductive pins 54¢ (not shown)
are arranged recessed within the space 34a and a second set
ol electrically conductive pins 344 are arranged recessed
within the space 34. Similarly, female coupling 42 has a first
set of sockets 112¢ recessed 1n an arrangement correspond-
ing to the arrangement of pins 54¢ and a second set of
sockets 112d recessed 1n an arrangement corresponding to
the arrangement of pins 34d. A gap 162a between the two
sets of sockets 112¢, 1124 1s positioned to receive the
projecting dividing wall 162 when the male and female
connector components 20, 40 are coupled together. Similarly
to an earlier-described example embodiment, the male cou-
pling 22 includes a magnetic latching element 56 extending,
outwardly but recessed within the space 34 enclosed by the
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outer housing 22. The female coupling 42 has a magnetic
latching element 116 (not shown) within a recessed cavity
114 adjacent to the second set of sockets 112d. The recessed
cavity 1s adapted to receive the forward extending magnetic
clement 56 when the male and female connector compo-
nents 20, 40 are coupled together so that the magnetic
latching elements 36, 116 are engaged to provide magnetic
latching.

Other construction details of this example embodiment
are similar to those described above with respect to the
example embodiment shown 1n FIGS. 1-6. For example, the
similar to the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-6, the cylin-
drical male coupling 22 may be assembled with the male
coupling housing 24 via mechanical locking and receptor
structures. Similarly, the female coupling 42 may be
assembled with the somewhat bulbous female coupling
housing 44 via mechanical snap structures. One difference 1s
that the female coupling housing 44 itsellf comprises a two
piece structure with the two pieces assembled together via
mechanical locking and receptor structures.

FIGS. 13-14 illustrate yet another example embodiment
in which the male and female connector components 20, 40
are substantially elliptical 1 shape. However, in this
embodiment, the male coupling 22 comprises an outwardly
extending projection 166 having an arcuate wing-like shape
with a pronounced center section 166a and the female
coupling forms a recessed space 168 1n a corresponding
shape and dimensioned to receive the projection 166 when
the male and female connector components are coupled. In
this embodiment, the corresponding shapes of the projection
166 of the male coupling 22 and the recessed space 168 of
the female coupling 42 ensure that the male and female
couplings 22, 42, and hence the male and female connector
components 20, 40 can only be coupled 1n one predeter-
mined orientation.

Another varnation 1n this embodiment is that the female
coupling 42 has a plurality of electrically conductive pins 54
recessed within the recessed space 168 rather than sockets,
and the male coupling 22 has a corresponding plurality of
clectrically conductive sockets 112 recessed within the for-
ward face of the outwardly extending projection 166 rather
than pins. Thus, the sockets 112 1n the male coupling are
adapted to receive and engage the pins 54 of the female
coupling when the male and female connector components
are coupled. Also 1n this embodiment, the magnetic latching
clement 56 1s mounted 1n a cavity in the outwardly extending
projection 166 nearly flush with the forward face and 1s
adapted to engage with a magnetic latching element 116
recessed within the recessed space 168 of the female cou-
pling 42 when the male and female connector components
are coupled. From this example embodiment, 1t will be
apparent to persons skilled in the art that the corresponding
male and female couplings 22, 42 each may contain a
plurality of electrically conductive pins 34, sockets 112, or
a combination of both.

Other construction details of this example embodiment
are similar to those described above with respect to the
example embodiment shown 1n FIGS. 1-6. For example, the
similar to the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-6, the male
coupling 22 may be assembled with the male coupling
housing 24 and the female coupling 42 may be assembled
with the female coupling housing 44 via mechanical lock
and receptor structures.

From the foregoing descriptions of various example
embodiments, 1t will be apparent to persons skilled 1n the art
that the male and female connector components 20, 40 and
their respective male and female couplings 22, 42 and male
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and female coupling housings 24, 44 may be constructed 1n
a wide variety of cross-sectional shapes depending on the

desired application. For example, they may be formed as
squares, rectangle, cylinders, octagons, ellipses, and many
other shapes. Similarly, 1t will be apparent that the shape,
number, and arrangement of male and female magnetic
latching eclements 56, 116 can be widely varied. For
example, 1n addition to the example embodiments already
shown, three, four or even more magnetic latching elements
could be incorporated, depending on the size and cross-
sectional shape of the male and female connector compo-
nents and the desired application. Moreover, the magnetic
latching elements could be arranged linearly, circularly, 1n
multiple rows, and the like. Also similarly, the arrangement
and number of electrically conductive pins 54 and sockets
112 can be widely varied. The pins and sockets can be
arranged circularly, 1n a single row or in multiple rows,
aligned or oflset, and many other variations as desired for a
particular application.

It will also be apparent from FIGS. 10-14 that in addition
to the keying mechamisms shown and described 1n connec-
tion with the example embodiment of FIGS. 1-6 a variety of
other keying mechamisms may be employed to ensure that
the male and female connector components 20, 40 can be
physically and electrically coupled only 1n a predetermined
orientation. For example, 1n the example embodiment shown
in FIGS. 10-11, the female coupling 42 has a rectangular
notch-shaped opeming 172 and an angled truncated corner
174 1n the periphery of the opening into the recessed space
100 in which the sockets 112 and female magnetic latching
clements 116a, 1165 are recessed. The male coupling 22 has
a corresponding rectangular notch 172a and an angled
truncated corner 174a.

In the example embodiment shown 1 FIG. 12, several
keying mechanisms are employed. The projecting outer
housing 32 of the male coupling 22 has a substantially
cylindrical cross-sectional shape but with one edge angled
outwardly triangularly to a point. Similarly, the outer hous-
ing 98 and recessed space 100 of the female coupling 42 1n
which the electrically conductive sockets 112¢, 1124 and
female magnetic latching element 11 are recessed are cor-
respondingly shaped to receive the outwardly angled edge of
outer housing 32 of the male coupling 22.

Similarly, 1n the example embodiment shown i1n FIGS.
13-14, the outwardly extending projection 166 of the male
coupling 22 and the recessed space 168 of the female
coupling have corresponding arcuate wing-like shapes so
that the male and female connector components 20, 40 are
able to be coupled 1n only one predetermined orientation.

H. Operation of Preferred Embodiment

A preferred mtended use of the mvention 1s described
below with reference primarily to the exemplary embodi-
ment as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3-4. However, 1t will be
understood by persons of ordinary skill in the art that the
preferred use of the mvention i1s essentially the same with
respect to each exemplary embodiment described herein.
Further, the preferred use of the invention does not depend
on the particular shapes or configurations of the male and
female connectors, the number, configuration, or character-
istics of the corresponding pins and sockets of the male and
female connectors, or the number, configuration or charac-
teristics of the magnetic latching elements of the male and
female connectors.

The following description of preferred intended use
assumes the corresponding wires of the electrical cables 26,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

20

46 that are desired to be electrically connected have been
connected to the appropriate pins 54 and/or sockets 112 of
the male and female couplings 22, 42 of the male and female
connector components 20, 40 and the male and female
connector components have been assembled in the manner
described above.

In use, a male connector component 20 and corresponding,
female connector component 40 are brought into proximity.
The pins of the male connector component are electrically
connected to the wires of an end of a first electrical cable and
the corresponding sockets of the female connector are
clectrically connected to the corresponding wires of an end
ol a second electrical cable as described above. The opposite
end of the first cable may be connected to a source of
clectrical power and/or signals, or may be connected to a
piece ol equipment or a device that 1s to receive electrical
power and/or signals. The opposite end of the second cable
similarly may be connected to either a source or intended
recipient of electrical power and/or signals. Alternatively,
cither or both opposite ends of the first and second cables
also could be fitted with connectors adapted to be connected
to yet other cables, or to mtermediate devices such as
switches or multiplexers. Also alternatively, either of the
male or female connectors may be mounted on or in, or may
be directly connected to, a source of electrical power and/or
signals or to a piece of equipment or a device that 1s to
receive electrical power and/or signals.

The male and female connector components 20, 40 are
axially aligned. Further, if the male and female connector
components 20, 40 have corresponding shapes, include
corresponding guide structures, or have other keying mecha-
nisms that allow the male and female connector components
to be coupled only 1n a particular orientation, the connector
components are first oriented accordingly. The male cou-
pling housing 24 and female coupling housing 44 may be
provided with ergonomic features to facilitate grasping and
manually positioning the male and female connector com-
ponents 20, 40.

The male connector 1s then inserted into the female
connector with the pins of the male connector axially
aligned with the corresponding sockets of the female con-
nector, and the outwardly extending magnetic latching ele-
ment(s) of the male connector axially aligned with the
recessed receptacle(s) of the female connector. Preferably
the male coupling 22 of the male connector component 20
1s 1serted 1nto the female coupling 42 of the female con-
nector component until the front end 26 of the male coupling
22 1s substantially fully enclosed within the front end 98 of
the female coupling 42. The male coupling 22 1s imserted
into the female coupling 42 until the vertical front face 33 of
the forwardly projecting outer housing 32 of the male
coupling 22 abuts against the recessed vertical wall 99 that
marks the rearward extent of the recessed space 100 within
the front end 98 of the female coupling 42. In this position,
the vertical front face 51 of the shoulder of the forward
projecting retaining structure 36 of the male coupling 22 that
contains the pins 34 also abuts the front edge 106 of the
annular projection 104 of the female coupling 42 that
encloses the sockets 112. Thus, in this position the pins 54
of the male coupling 22 are fully seated within the corre-
sponding sockets 112 of the female coupling 42. Further, the
front face of the forward extending magnetic latching ele-
ment 56 recessed within the housing 32 of the male coupling
22 1s fully mnserted within the corresponding recessed space
formed by the annular projection 104 of the female coupling
42 1n contact with the corresponding female magnetic ele-
ment 116.
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In this coupled position, the pins of the male connector
component and the corresponding sockets of the female
connector component are both physically and electrically
connected. Thus, the wires of the cables 26, 46 to which the
pins and corresponding sockets are connected are electri- 5
cally connected. The magnetic latching elements 56, 116
exert an attractive magnetic force to maintain the physical
and hence the electrical connection between the pins of the
male connector component and the sockets of the female
connector component. When 1t 1s desired to decouple the 10
male and female connector components, and hence sever the
electrical connection, the male and female connector com-
ponents are simply grasped and pulled 1n opposite direc-
tions, preferably coaxially, with a force 1n excess of the
combination of the magnetic attraction force of the magnetic 15
latching elements 56, 116 and the pin retaining forces of the
female sockets 112.

Unless otherwise defined, all technical and scientific
terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this 20
invention belongs. Although methods and materials similar
to or equivalent to those described herein can be used 1n the
practice or testing of the magnetic latching connector, suit-
able methods and materials are described above. All publi-
cations, patent applications, patents, and other references 25
mentioned herein are incorporated by reference in their
entirety to the extent allowed by applicable law and regu-
lations. The magnetic latching connector may be embodied
in other specific forms without departing from the spirit or
essential attributes thereof, and it 1s therefore desired that the 30
present embodiment be considered in all respects as 1llus-
trative and not restrictive. Any headings utilized within the
description are for convenience only and have no legal or
limiting eflect.

What 1s claimed 1s: 35

1. An electrical connector, comprising:

a first connector having a front portion comprising a front
housing, a plurality of outwardly extending electrically
conductive pins recessed within the front housing of the
first connector, and an outwardly facing first magnetic 40
latching element recessed within the front housing of
the first connector; and

a second connector having a front portion comprising a
front housing, a plurality of electrically conductive
sockets recessed within the front housing of the second 45
connector, and a second magnetic latching element
recessed within the front housing of the second con-
nector,

wherein the first and second connectors are adapted to be
coupled together with the front housing of the first 50
connector substantially engaged with the front housing
of the second connector, the plurality of pins substan-
tially engaged with the plurality of sockets, and the first
magnetic latching element substantially engaged with
the second magnetic latching element; and 55

wherein the first and second magnetic latching elements
are adapted to produce an attractive magnetic force 1n
a direction to maintain the first and second connectors
coupled;

wherein the front portion of the first connector comprises 60
an outwardly extending projection recessed within the
front housing, and the first magnetic latching element 1s
disposed within the projection;

wherein the front portion of the second connector com-
prises a recessed cavity within the front housing, and 65
the second magnetic latching element 1s disposed
within the recessed cavity;

22

wherein the first and second connectors are adapted to be
coupled together with the outwardly extending projec-
tion extending within the recessed cavity and the first
magnetic latching element substantially engaged with
the second magnetic latching element within the
recessed cavity.

2. The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein the first
connector has a longitudinal axis and wherein the first
magnetic latching element 1s disposed within the front
housing of the first connector substantially coaxially with
the longitudinal axis.

3. The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein the second
connector has a longitudinal axis and wherein the second
magnetic latching element 1s disposed within the front
housing of the second connector substantially coaxially with
the longitudinal axis.

4. The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of pins recessed within the front housing of the first
connector are disposed radially around the first magnetic
latching element.

5. The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of sockets recessed within the front housing of the
second connector are disposed radially around the second
magnetic latching element.

6. The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein:

a plurality of outwardly facing first magnetic latching
clements are recessed within the front housing of the
first connector:;

a plurality of second magnetic latching elements are
recessed within the front housing of the second con-
nector;

the first and second connectors are adapted to be coupled
together with the plurality of first magnetic latching
clements substantially engaged with the plurality of
second magnetic latching elements; and

the plurality of first and second magnetic latching ele-
ments are adapted to produce a cumulative attractive
magnetic force 1n a direction to maintain the first and
second connectors coupled.

7. The electrical connector of claim 1, comprising:

a forwardly projecting wall within the front housing of the
first connector physically separating the plurality of
outwardly extending electrically conductive pins into at
least two distinct groups of electrically conductive pins
within the front housing of the first connector;

a gap recessed within the front housing of the second
connector physically separating the plurality of electr-
cally conductive sockets into at least two distinct
groups ol electrically conductive sockets within the
front housing of the second connector;

wherein the first and second connectors are adapted to be
coupled together with the respective groups of pins and
sockets engaged, and the forwardly projecting wall
extending within the gap.

8. The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein the first
connector comprises a key, and the second connector com-
prises a key opening adapted to recerve the key so that the
first and second connectors can be coupled only 1n a pre-
determined orientation.

9. The electrical connector of claim 1, wherein at least one

socket of the plurality of sockets recessed within the front
housing of the second connector comprises:
an elongated cylinder having a longitudinal axis, a first
end, and a second end;
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a first cylindrical space within the first end extending
along the longitudinal axis, the first cylindrical space
adapted to engage an end of an electrically conductive
wire; and

a second cylindrical space within the second end extend-
ing along the longitudinal axis, the second cylindrical
space adapted to engage a pin of the first connector
when the first and second connectors are coupled
together:;

wherein, at least a portion of the cylinder near the second
end 1s adapted to exert an inward force on the pin
within the second cylindrical space to retain the pin in
engagement with the cylinder.

10. The electrical connector of claim 9, wherein the
portion of the cylinder adapted to exert an inward force on
the pin comprises a linear spring.

11. The electrical connector of claim 10, wherein the at
least one socket of the plurality of sockets comprises an
annular projection on the periphery of the elongated cylinder
adapted to facilitate insertion and retention of the socket
within the front housing of the second connector.

12. The electrical connector of claim 1:

wherein the first connector has a rear portion adapted to
receive a plurality of electrically conductive wires and
a plurality of channels extending between the rear
portion and the front portion; and

wherein the channels are adapted to convey the plurality
of electrically conductive wires for connection with the
plurality of outwardly extending electrically conduc-
tive pins.

13. The electrical connector of claim 12, wherein the rear
portion of the first connector 1s adapted to be mounted to a
cabinet.

14. The electrical connector of 13, wherein the first
connector has a rear housing adapted to selectively engage
with and substantially enclose the rear portion of the first
connector.

15. The electrical connector of 14, wherein the rear
portion and rear housing of the first connector have corre-
sponding locking structures adapted for engagement.

16. The electrical connector of claim 1:

wherein the second connector has a rear portion adapted
to receive a plurality of electrically conductive wires
and a plurality of channels extending between the rear
portion and the front portion; and

wherein the channels are adapted to convey the plurality
of electrically conductive wires for connection with the
plurality of electrically conductive sockets.

17. The electrical connector of claim 16, wherein the rear
portion of the second connector 1s adapted to be mounted to
a cabinet.

18. The electrical connector of 17, wherein the second
connector has a rear housing adapted to selectively engage
with and substantially enclose the rear portion of the second
connector.

19. The electrical connector of 18, wherein the rear
portion and rear housing of the second connector have
corresponding locking structures adapted for engagement.

20. An electrical connector, comprising;:

a first connector having a front portion comprising a front
housing, a plurality of outwardly extending electrically
conductive pins recessed within the front housing of the
first connector, and an outwardly facing first magnetic
latching element recessed within the front housing of
the first connector; and

a second connector having a front portion comprising a
front housing, a plurality of electrically conductive
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sockets recessed within the front housing of the second

connector, and a second magnetic latching element

recessed within the front housing of the second con-
nector;

wherein the first and second connectors are adapted to be
coupled together with the front housing of the first
connector substantially engaged with the front housing
of the second connector, the plurality of pins substan-
tially engaged with the plurality of sockets, and the first
magnetic latching element substantially engaged with
the second magnetic latching element; and

wherein the first and second magnetic latching elements
are adapted to produce an attractive magnetic force 1n
a direction to maintain the first and second connectors
coupled;

wherein at least one socket of the plurality of sockets
recessed within the front housing of the second con-
nector comprises:
an e¢longated cylinder having a longitudinal axis, a first

end, and a second end;

a first cylindrical space within the first end extending
along the longitudinal axis, the first cylindrical space
adapted to engage an end of an electrically conduc-
tive wire; and

a second cylindrical space within the second end
extending along the longitudinal axis, the second
cylindrical space adapted to engage a pin of the first
connector when the first and second connectors are
coupled together;

wherein, at least a portion of the cylinder near the
second end 1s adapted to exert an inward force on the
pin within the second cylindrical space to retain the
pin 1n engagement with the cylinder, wherein the
portion of the cylinder adapted to exert an inward
force on the pin comprises a linear spring.

21. The electrical connector of claim 20, wherein the at
least one socket of the plurality of sockets comprises an
annular projection on the periphery of the elongated cylinder
adapted to facilitate insertion and retention of the socket
within the front housing of the second connector.

22. An electrical connector, comprising:

a first connector having a front portion comprising a front
housing, a plurality of outwardly extending electrically
conductive pins recessed within the front housing of the
first connector, and an outwardly facing first magnetic
latching element recessed within the front housing of
the first connector; and

a second connector having a front portion comprising a
front housing, a plurality of electrically conductive
sockets recessed within the front housing of the second
connector, and a second magnetic latching element
recessed within the front housing of the second con-
nector;

a forwardly projecting wall within the front housing of the
first connector physically separating the plurality of
outwardly extending electrically conductive pins into at
least two distinct groups of electrically conductive pins
within the front housing of the first connector; and

a gap recessed within the front housing of the second
connector physically separating the plurality of electr-
cally conductive sockets into at least two distinct
groups ol electrically conductive sockets within the
front housing of the second connector;

wherein the first and second connectors are adapted to be
coupled together with the front housing of the first
connector substantially engaged with the front housing
of the second connector, the respective groups of pins
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and sockets substantially engaged, the first magnetic
latching element substantially engaged with the second
magnetic latching element, and the forwardly project-
ing wall extending within the gap;

wherein the first and second magnetic latching elements 5
are adapted to produce an attractive magnetic force 1n

a direction to maintain the first and second connectors
coupled.

26
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