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(57) ABSTRACT

A display panel including: a first base substrate including a
display area and a peripheral area adjacent to the display
area; a signal line disposed on the first base substrate and
disposed 1n the display area; a thin film transistor disposed
on the first base substrate and disposed 1n the display area;
a verification code part disposed on the first base substrate
and disposed 1n the peripheral area; a second base substrate
facing the first base substrate; and a light blocking layer
overlapping the peripheral area in a plan view. The vernfi-
cation code part includes a code portion having an 1denti-
fication mark, and a peripheral portion adjacent to the code
portion, 1n which the light blocking layer overlaps at least a
portion of the peripheral portion 1n a plan view.

7 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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DISPLAY PANEL INCLUDING A
VERIFICATION CODE AND DISPLAY
DEVICE HAVING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s a Continuation of U.S. patent appli-

cation Ser. No. 14/611,371, filed on Feb. 2, 2015, and claims
priority from and the benefit of Korean Patent Application
No. 10-2014-0028446, filed on Mar. 11, 2014, which are

hereby 1incorporated by reference for all purposes as 11 fully
set forth herei.

BACKGROUND

Field

Exemplary embodiments relate to a display panel and a
display device with the display panel. More particularly, the
present disclosure relates to a display panel capable of
reducing a width of a bezel of a display device and a display
device having the display panel.

Discussion of the Background

In general, a liquid crystal display device includes a liquid
crystal display panel configured to include an array sub-
strate, a color {filter substrate, a liquid crystal layer inter-
posed between the array substrate and the color filter sub-
strate, and a sealant disposed between the array substrate and
the color filter substrate to couple the array substrate and the
color filter substrate.

To 1mprove a process efliciency of the liquid crystal
display device 1 accordance with automation of the whole
process of forming the liquid crystal display device, a titling
process 1s performed on the array substrate for the liquid
crystal display device to form an identification mark or a
verification code on the array substrate.

However, when the liquid crystal display device has a
narrow bezel structure i which a peripheral area of the
liquid crystal display panel 1s reduced, a space required to
form the idenfification mark or the verification code 1is
insufficient.

The above nformation disclosed in this Background
section 1s only for enhancement of understanding of the
background of the inventive concept, and, therefore, 1t may
contain information that does not form the prior art that 1s

already known 1n this country to a person of ordinary skill
in the art.

SUMMARY

Exemplary embodiments provide a display panel capable
of forming an identification code part without increasing a
bezel width.

Additional aspects will be set forth 1n the detailed descrip-
tion which follows, and, 1n part, will be apparent from the
disclosure, or may be learned by practice of the iventive
concept.

Embodiments of the inventive concept provide a display
device including a display panel that displays an 1image and
a printed circuit board electrically connected to the display
panel to apply a drniving signal to the display panel.

The display panel includes a first display substrate that
includes a pixel part disposed 1n a display area and a second
display substrate facing the first display substrate. A verifi-
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cation code part 1s disposed 1n a peripheral area surrounding
the display area while a light blocking layer 1s disposed to
overlap the verification code part when viewed in a plan
view. A gray-scale control layer i1s interposed between the
first display substrate and the second display substrate. The
first display substrate 1s disposed at an uppermost position to
define a screen 1n which the image 1s displayed.

According to the above, when the verification code part 1s
disposed in the light blocking area in which the light
blocking layer i1s formed, the width of the bezel of the pad
area may be prevented from increasing due to the verifica-
tion code part.

In addition, since the verification code part includes a
reflective pattern, the verification code part may be formed
in the peripheral area rather than the pad area, and thus the
position at which the verification code part 1s formed may
not be limited to a specific position.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a display panel
includes: a first base substrate including a display area and
a peripheral area adjacent to the display area; a signal line
disposed on the first base substrate and disposed in the
display area; a thin {ilm transistor disposed on the first base
substrate and disposed 1n the display area; a verification
code part disposed on the first base substrate and disposed 1n
the peripheral area; a second base substrate facing the first
base substrate; and a light blocking layer overlapping the
peripheral area 1 a plan view. The venfication code part
includes a code portion having an 1dentification mark, and a
peripheral portion adjacent to the code portion, in which the
light blocking layer overlaps at least a portion of the
peripheral portion 1n a plan view.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a display panel
includes: a first display substrate including a thin film
transistor disposed in a display area of the first display
substrate and a verification code part disposed 1n a periph-
eral area of the first display substrate adjacent to the display
area; a second display substrate facing the first display
substrate; and a light blocking layer overlapping the periph-
eral areca. The verification code part includes at least one of
a number and a character; and a portion of the verification
code part adjacent to the number or the character overlaps
the light blocking layer 1n a plan view.

The foregoing general description and the following
detailed description are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the claimed
subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the inventive concept and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification,
illustrate exemplary embodiments of the mmvention, and,
together with the description, serve to explain the principles
of the mventive concept.

The above and other advantages of the present disclosure
will become readily apparent by reference to the following
detailed description when considered in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view showing a display panel
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure:

FIG. 2 1s a plan view showing the display panel shown 1n
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s an enlarged view showing a verification code
part shown 1n FIG. 2;
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FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view taken along a line I-I'
shown 1n FIG. 3:

FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view showing a display panel
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure:

FIG. 6 1s a plan view showing a display unit according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 1s a cross-sectional view taken along a line II-1I'
shown 1n FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 1s an assembled cross-sectional view showing a
display device according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view showing a display panel
shown 1n FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view taken along a line shown
in FIG. 9; and

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view showing a display panel
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

(Ll

In the following description, for the purposes ol expla-
nation, numerous specific details are set forth 1 order to
provide a thorough understanding of various exemplary
embodiments. It 1s apparent, however, that various exem-
plary embodiments may be practiced without these specific
details or with one or more equivalent arrangements. In
other 1instances, well-known structures and devices are
shown 1n block diagram form 1n order to avoid unnecessarily
obscuring various exemplary embodiments.

In the accompanying figures, the size and relative sizes of
layers, films, panels, regions, etc., may be exaggerated for
clarity and descriptive purposes. Also, like reference numer-
als denote like elements.

When an element or layer 1s referred to as being “on,”
“connected to,” or “coupled to” another element or layer, 1t
may be directly on, connected to, or coupled to the other
clement or layer or intervening elements or layers may be
present. When, however, an element or layer 1s referred to as
being “directly on,” “directly connected to,” or “directly
coupled to” another element or layer, there are no interven-
ing elements or layers present. For the purposes of this
disclosure, “at least one of X, Y, and Z” and “at least one
selected from the group consisting of X, Y, and Z” may be
construed as X only, Y only, Z only, or any combination of
two or more of X, Y, and Z, such as, for instance, XYZ,
XYY, YZ, and Z7. Like numbers refer to like elements
throughout. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items.

Although the terms first, second, etc. may be used herein
to describe various elements, components, regions, layers,
and/or sections, these elements, components, regions, layers,
and/or sections should not be limited by these terms. These
terms are used to distinguish one element, component,
region, layer, and/or section from another element, compo-
nent, region, layer, and/or section. Thus, a first element,
component, region, layer, and/or section discussed below
could be termed a second element, component, region, layer,
and/or section without departing from the teachings of the
present disclosure.

Spatially relative terms, such as “beneath,” “below,”
“lower,” “above,” “upper,” and the like, may be used herein
for descriptive purposes, and, thereby, to describe one ele-
ment or feature’s relationship to another element(s) or
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feature(s) as 1illustrated in the drawings. Spatially relative
terms are intended to encompass diflerent orientations of an
apparatus 1n use, operation, and/or manufacture in addition
to the orientation depicted 1n the drawings. For example, 1
the apparatus i1n the drawings 1s turned over, elements
described as “below” or “beneath™ other elements or fea-
tures would then be oriented “above” the other elements or
teatures. Thus, the exemplary term “below” can encompass
both an orientation of above and below. Furthermore, the
apparatus may be otherwise oriented (e.g., rotated 90
degrees or at other orientations), and, as such, the spatially
relative descriptors used herein interpreted accordingly.

The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments and 1s not itended to be limiat-
ing. As used herein, the singular forms, “a,” “an,” and “the”
are intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. Moreover, the terms
“comprises,” comprising,” “includes,” and/or “including,”
when used 1n this specification, specily the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents, and/or groups thereof, but do not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, components, and/or groups
thereof.

Various exemplary embodiments are described herein
with reference to sectional illustrations that are schematic
illustrations of i1dealized exemplary embodiments and/or
intermediate structures. As such, variations from the shapes
of the 1llustrations as a result, for example, of manufacturing
techniques and/or tolerances, are to be expected. Thus,
exemplary embodiments disclosed herein should not be
construed as limited to the particular illustrated shapes of
regions, but are to include deviations 1n shapes that result
from, {for instance, manufacturing. For example, an
implanted region illustrated as a rectangle will, typically,
have rounded or curved features and/or a gradient of implant
concentration at 1ts edges rather than a binary change from
implanted to non-implanted region. Likewise, a buried
region formed by implantation may result in some implan-
tation 1n the region between the buried region and the
surface through which the implantation takes place. Thus,
the regions 1illustrated i1n the drawings are schematic in
nature and their shapes are not mtended to illustrate the
actual shape of a region of a device and are not 1intended to
be limiting.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this disclosure 1s a part. Terms, such as those defined
in commonly used dictionaries, should be interpreted as
having a meaning that 1s consistent with their meaning in the
context of the relevant art and will not be interpreted 1n an
idealized or overly formal sense, unless expressly so defined
herein.

Hereinatter, the present invention will be explained 1n
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view showing a display panel
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1, a display panel 500 includes a first
display substrate 100, a second display substrate 200, a
liquad crystal layer 300, and a sealing member 400.

The first display substrate 100 includes a plurality of
pixels and signal lines electrically connected to the pixels.
The second display substrate 200 1s disposed to face the first
display substrate 100, and a portion of the first display
substrate 100 1s exposed. The liquid crystal layer 300 1s
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interposed between the first and second display substrates
100 and 200, and an alignment of liquid crystal molecules
included in the liqud crystal layer 300 i1s changed by an
clectric field formed between the first and second display
substrates 100 and 200. The sealing member 400 1s formed
between the first and second display substrates 100 and 200
and seals the liquid crystal layer 300 to prevent the liqud
crystal layer 300 from leaking out.

FIG. 1 shows a liquid crystal display panel, which
includes the liquid crystal layer 300 between the first and
second display substrates 100 and 200 as a gray-scale
control layer, as part of the display panel 500, but the display
panel 500 1s not limited to a liquid crystal display panel. That
1s, the display panel 500 may be one of a display panel
including an organic light emitting element, a display panel
including an electrowetting element, a display panel includ-
ing an electrophoretic element or any other display panel
that includes a layer that can be used to form an 1mage for
a VIEWEr.

FIG. 2 1s a plan view showing the display panel shown in
FIG. 1 and FIG. 3 1s an enlarged view showing a verification
code part shown i FIG. 2.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the display panel 500 includes
a display area DA to display the image and a peripheral area
SA disposed adjacent to the display area DA to surround the
display area DA. The peripheral area SA includes a light
blocking area BA surrounding the display area DA and a pad
area PA disposed at one side of the light blocking area BA.
The light blocking area BA corresponds to an area in which
a light blocking layer 1s formed within an area, in which the
first display substrate 100 faces the second display substrate
200, and the pad area PA corresponds to an area of the first
display substrate 100, which extends longer than the second
display substrate 200 1n one direction.

A pixel part 1s disposed i1n the display area DA and
includes a plurality of pixels PX, a plurality of gate lines,
and a plurality of data lines. Each pixel PX includes a thin
film transistor Tr connected to a corresponding gate line GL
of the gate lines and a corresponding data line DL of the data
lines and a liquid crystal capacitor Clc connected to the thin
film transistor Tr, but the configuration of each pixel PX
should not be limited thereto or thereby.

The light blocking layer (not shown) and the sealing
member 400 (see FIG. 1) are disposed 1n the light blocking
arca BA. In addition, a verification code part 450 1s disposed
in the light blocking area BA. The verification code part 450
1s disposed 1n a portion of the light blocking areca BA
disposed between the pad area PA and the display area DA.
As shown 1n FIG. 3, the verification code part 450 includes
a panel 1dentification mark 451 and a verification code 453.

The panel 1dentification mark 451 includes numbers and
characters and represents a serial number of the display
panel. The verification code 433 includes information about
characteristics and history of the display panel and is pro-
vided with a ven1 code. The verification code 453 includes
characteristic information of elements of the display panel
500, e.g., the thin film transistor Tr, and information regard-
ing manufacture history of the display panel 500, such as a
model name, a place of manufacture, a time of manufacture,
etc.

Connection pads (not shown) connected to the data lines
may be disposed 1n the pad area PA.

FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view taken along a line I-T'
shown 1n FIG. 2.
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Retferring to FIG. 4, the display panel 500 includes the
first display substrate 100, the second display substrate 200,
the liquid crystal layer 300, the sealing member 400, and the
light blocking layer 500.

The first display substrate 100 includes a first base sub-
strate 110 and the pixel part 120 disposed on the first base
substrate 110.

The first base substrate 110 includes a transparent mate-
rial, e.g., glass, quartz, synthetic resin, etc. The first base
substrate 110 has a substantially rectangular plate shape
when viewed 1n a plan view. The first base substrate 110
includes the display area DA and the peripheral area SA
(best seen 1n FIG. 2), that includes the light blocking area
BA and the pad area PA.

The pixel part 120 1s disposed 1n the display area DA and
includes the pixels arranged 1n a matrix form. The pixel part
120 includes the thin film transistor and a pixel electrode
clectrically connected to a drain electrode of the thin film
transistor. The pixel electrode includes a transparent con-
ductive material.

The first display substrate 100 further includes the veri-
fication code part 450 disposed 1n the light blocking area
BA.

The second display substrate 200 includes a second base
substrate 210 and a common electrode 220 disposed on the
second base substrate 210.

The second base substrate 210 faces the first base sub-
strate 110 and 1s coupled to the first base substrate 110. The
second base substrate 210 1s disposed to correspond to the
display area DA and the light blocking areca BA of the first
base substrate 110 and not disposed to overlap the pad area
PA. The common electrode 220 1s disposed on the second
base substrate 210 to correspond to the display area DA.

The second display substrate 200 further includes the light
blocking layer 250 disposed on the second base substrate
210 to correspond to the light blocking area BA. The
verification code part 450 1s fully covered by the light
blocking layer 250 when viewed 1n a plan view.

The sealing member 400 1s disposed to correspond to the
light blocking area BA and interposed between the first
display substrate 100 and the second display substrate 200.
Here, the verification code part 450 1s partially overlapped
with the sealing member 400 when viewed 1n a plan view.

As an example, the verification code part 450 includes a
reflective pattern formed of a metal material. An area of the
verification code part 450, 1n which a mark 1s engraved, 1s
formed of a metal layer, and the metal layer 1s removed from
the other area of the verification code part 450. Accordingly,
a light generated by a light source part 10 1s reflected from
the area in which the mark 1s engraved by the verification
code part 450, and then provided to the identification part 30.
Theretfore, the i1dentification part 30 receives the retlected
light and decodes the verification code part 4350.

When the verification code part 450 1s fully covered by
the light blocking layer 250 and the verification code part
450 1s a transparent pattern, the light provided from the light
source part 10 1s totally absorbed or reflected by the light
blocking layer 250 and not provided to the identification part
30. As a result, the 1dentification part 30 may not decode the
verification code part 450.

Thus, when the verification code part 450 1s fully covered
by the light blocking layer 250, the verification code part
450 1s required to be formed in the reflective pattern.

The reflective pattern may be substantially and simulta-
neously formed with the gate line GL (refer to FIG. 2) or the
data line DL (refer to FIG. 2) disposed 1n the display area
DA of the first display substrate 100. Accordingly, the
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reflective pattern may be formed as the verification code part
450 without requiring a separate process.

FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view showing a display panel
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure. In FIG. 5, the same reference numerals denote
the same elements 1n FIG. 4, and thus detailed descriptions

of the same elements will be omitted.

Referring to FIG. 3§, the verification code part 450 1s
partially overlapped by the light blocking layer 250 when
viewed 1n a plan view. That 1s, the verification code part 4350
1s formed 1n both the light blocking area BA and the pad area
PA, and thus the verification code part 450 1s partially
covered by the light blocking layer 250 1n plan view.

In this case, the verification code part 450 may be one of
a reflective pattern formed of a metal material or a trans-
parent pattern including a transparent part. In the case of the
reflective pattern, the area of the verification code part 4350,
in which the mark 1s engraved, 1s formed of a metal layer,
and the metal layer 1s removed from the other area of the
verification code part 450. In the case of a transparent
pattern, the metal layer 1s removed from the area of the
verification code part 450, 1n which the mark 1s engraved,
and the other area of the verification code part 450 1s formed
of the metal layer. When the verification code part 450
includes a reflective pattern, the light source part 10 and the
identification part 30 (see FIG. 4) are disposed adjacent the
first display substrate 100, but when the verification code
part 450 includes the transparent pattern, the light source
part 10 and the identification part 30 are respectively dis-
posed adjacent the first and second display substrates 100
and 200.

FIG. 6 1s a plan view showing a display unit according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure and
FIG. 7 1s a cross-sectional view taken along a line shown 1n
FIG. 6.

Referring to FIG. 6, a display unit 900 1ncludes a display
panel 500, first and second printed circuit boards 710 and
720, and first and second tape carrier packages 610 and 630
(hereinafter, referred to as TCP). The display panel 500
includes first and second display substrates 100 and 200, and
first and second gate driving circuits 810 and 820 are
integrated 1n the first display substrate 100.

The display panel 300 includes a display area DA to
display the image and a peripheral area SA disposed adja-
cent to the display area DA to surround the display area DA.
The peripheral area SA includes a light blocking area BA
surrounding the display area DA and a pad area PA disposed
at one side of the light blocking area BA. The light blocking
area BA corresponds to an area in which a light blocking
layer 1s formed within an area, in which the first display
substrate 100 faces the second display substrate 200, and the
pad area PA corresponds to an area of the first display
substrate 100, which extends longer than the second display
substrate 200 in one direction.

A pixel part 1s disposed in the display area DA and
includes a plurality of pixels PX, a plurality of gate lines GL,
and a plurality of data lines DL. Each pixel PX includes a
thin film transistor Tr connected to a corresponding gate line
of the gate lines GL and a corresponding data line of the data
lines DL and a liqud crystal capacitor Clc connected to the
thin film transistor Tr, but the configuration of each pixel PX
should not be limited thereto or thereby.

The first and second gate driving circuits 810 and 820 are
disposed on the first display substrate 100 to correspond to
the light blocking area BA. In particular, the first gate
driving circuit 810 1s disposed adjacent to one end of the
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gate lines GL and the second gate driving circuit 820 1is
disposed adjacent to the other end of the gate lines GL.

Each of the first and second gate driving circuits 810 and
820 1s connected to the gate lines GL to apply a gate signal
to the gate lines GL. The gate signal 1s applied to the thin
f1lm transistor Tr through the gate lines GL to turn on or off
the thin film transistor Tr. Each of the first and second gate
driving circuits 810 and 820 includes a plurality of driving
transistors substantially and simultaneously formed with the
thin film transistor Ir.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the first and sec-
ond gate driving circuits 810 and 820 are respectively
formed at both ends of the gate lines GL, but the first and
second gate driving circuits 810 and 820 may be disposed
adjacent to one end of the gate lines GL.

The verification code part 450 1s disposed adjacent to one
of the first and second gate driving circuits 810 and 820. In
FIGS. 6 and 7, the verification code part 450 1s disposed
adjacent to the first gate driving circuit 810, but 1t should not
be limited thereto or thereby.

As shown 1n FIG. 7, the verification code 450 1s disposed
in the light blocking area BA and fully covered by the light
blocking layer 250. In addition, the verification code part
450 1s disposed not to overlap with the first gate driving
circuit 810 when viewed 1n a plan view. As another example,
the verification code part 450 may be disposed to overlap
with one of the first and second gate driving circuits 810 and
820.

As an example, the verification code part 450 includes a
reflective pattern formed of a metal material. An area of the
verification code part 450, 1n which a mark 1s engraved, 1s
formed of a metal layer, and the metal layer 1s removed from
the other area of the verification code part 450. Accordingly,
a light generated by a light source part 10 1s reflected from
the area in which the mark 1s engraved by the verification
code part 450, and then provided to the identification part 30
(please see the configuration of FIG. 4). Therefore, the
identification part 30 recerves the reflected light and decodes
the verification code part 450.

As seen 1n FIG. 6, the first and second printed circuit
boards 710 and 720 are disposed adjacent to the pad area PA
of the display panel 500. The first printed circuit board 710
1s electrically connected to the display panel 500 through the
first TCPs 610 and the second printed circuit board 720 1s
clectrically connected to the display panel 500 through the
second TCPs 630. The first and second TCPs 610 and 630
are attached to the pad area PA of the first display substrate
100.

First driving chips 620 are respectively mounted on the
first TCPs 610 and second driving chips 640 are respectively
mounted on the second TCPs 620. The first and second
riving chips 620 and 640 are electrically connected to the
ata lines DL to apply a data signal to the data lines DL. The
ata signal 1s applied to the thin film transistor Tr through the
ata lines DL and applied to the liquid crystal capacitor Clc
when the thin film transistor Tr 1s activated.

FIG. 8 1s an assembled cross-sectional view showing a
display device according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 8, a display device 1500 includes a
display unit 1400, a backlight unit 1100, a bottom chassis
1200, and a mold frame 1300.

The display unit 1400 i1ncludes a display panel 1450 to
display an 1mage, a printed circuit board 1430 to apply a
driving signal to display panel 1450, and a flexible film 1440
to electrically connect the display panel 1450 to the printed
circuit board 1430.

C
C
C
C




US 9,983,430 B2

9

The display panel 1450 includes a first display substrate
1410 including a plurality of pixels formed thereon, a second
display substrate 1420 facing the first display substrate 1410
while being coupled to the first display substrate 1410, and
a liquid crystal layer (not shown) interposed between the
first display substrate 1410 and the second display substrate
1420.

When viewed 1n a plan view, a driving chip (not shown)
may be disposed at at least one side of the first display
substrate 1410 to apply a data signal to the data line. The
driving chip generates the data signal applied to the data line
of the display panel 1450 1n response to external signals. The
external signals are provided from the printed circuit board
1430 and include image signals, various control signals, and
driving voltages.

The first display substrate 1410 includes a gate dniving
circuit disposed at the other side of the first display substrate
1410 to apply a gate signal to the gate line. The gate driving
circuit may be formed at the other side of the first display
substrate 1410 through a thin film process used to form the
first display substrate 1410. Therefore, the gate driving
circuit may be built 1n the display panel 1450.

The backlight unit 1100 includes a light source part (not
shown) to generate the light and a light guide plate 1110 to
guide the light from the light source part to the display unit
1400.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the backlight unit
1100 may be an edge-1llumination type backlight unit. That
1s, the light source part of the backlight unit 1100 1s disposed
at a lower portion of the display panel 1400 and provides the
light to at least one side surface of the light guide plate 1110,
and the light guide plate 1110 guides the light to the display
panel 1400.

The light guide plate 1110 has a substantially rectangular
plate shape and provides the light incident thereto through
the side surface to the display panel 14350.

The backlight unit 1100 further includes a plurality of
optical sheets 1130 disposed between the light guide plate
1110 and the display panel 1450 and a reflective plate 1120
disposed under the light guide plate 1110.

The optical sheets 1130 include a diffusion sheet to diffuse
the light and at least one light-condensing sheet to condense
the light, and thus brightness and viewing angle of the light
exiting from an exit surface of the light guide plate 1110 are
improved. Although not shown 1n figures, the optical sheets
1130 further include a protective sheet disposed at an
uppermost position thereof. The reflective plate 1120 1s
disposed under the light guide plate 1110 and reflects the
light leaking out from the light guide plate 1110, and the
reflected light by the reflective plate 1120 1s re-incident to
the light guide plate 1110.

The bottom chassis 1200 includes a bottom portion 1210
on which the light source part, the retlective plate 1120, and
the light guide plate 1110 are disposed and a sidewall 1220
extending from the bottom portion 1210 1n a vertical direc-
tion with respect to the bottom portion 1210. As an example,
the bottom chassis 1200 may be formed of a metal material
having flexibility.

The mold frame 1300 1s interposed between the display
unit 1400 and the backlight unit 1100 to support the display
panel 1450. The mold frame 1300 1ncludes a supporter 1310
to support the display panel 1450 and a sidewall 1320
extending from the supporter 1310 1n a vertical direction
with respect to the supporter 1310.

The supporter 1310 1s provided with a receiving recess
1330 formed substantially 1n parallel to the sidewall 1320 to
accommodate the printed circuit board 1430.
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As shown in FIG. 8, the supporter 1310 supports the
second display substrate 1420 of the display panel 1450. The
second display substrate 1420 1s disposed between the first
display substrate 1410 and the backlight unit 1100, and the
first display substrate 1410 1s disposed at an uppermost
position to expose an upper surface thereof to the outside.

The flexible film 1440 attached to the pad area of the first
display substrate 1410 1s bent downwardly, and the printed
circuit board 1430 attached to the flexible film 1440 1is

accommodated 1n the receiving recess 1330 and disposed to
be substantially 1n parallel to the sidewall 1320.

Although not shown 1n figures, a fixing tape (not shown)
may be further attached to an edge of the upper surface of
the display panel 14350 to fix the display panel 1450 to the

mold frame 1300.

Although not shown 1n figures, the display device 1500
may further include a top chassis coupled to the mold frame
1300 to cover an edge of the display panel 1450 instead of

the fixing tape.

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view showing a display panel
shown 1n FIG. 8 and FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view taken
along a line shown in FIG. 9.

Referring to FIG. 9, the first display substrate 1410
includes a display area DA and a peripheral area SA. The
display area DA displays the image. The display area DA
includes a plurality of pixel arecas PXA and a non-display
area NDA.

The pixels are respectively disposed 1n the pixel areas
PXA of the display area DA. The pixel areas PXA are spaced
apart from each other. In the present exemplary embodi-
ment, the pixels are disposed on the first display substrate
1410.

The gate lines, data lines, and thin film transistors are
disposed 1n the non-display area NDA and the image 1s not
displayed in the non-display area NDA.

The peripheral area SA includes the light blocking area
BA and the pad area PA and the image 1s not displayed 1n the
peripheral area SA. The light blocking area BA surrounds
the display area DA when viewed 1n a plan view. The pad
arca PA 1s defined 1n the first display substrate 1410 and
exposed by the second display substrate 1420. Driving chips
are directly arranged in the pad area PA or a separate flexible
film 1s coupled to the pad area PA.

The verification code part 450 1s disposed on the first

display substrate 1410 to correspond to the light blocking
areca BA.

Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, the display panel 1450
includes the first display substrate 1410, the second display
substrate 1420, the liquid crystal layer 300, the sealing
member 400, and a light blocking layer 1415.

The first display substrate 1410 includes a first base
substrate 1411 and a pixel part 1412 disposed on the first
base substrate 1411.

The first base substrate 1411 includes a transparent mate-
nal, e.g., glass, quartz, synthetic resin, etc. The first base
substrate 1411 has a rectangular plate shape when viewed 1n
a plan view. The first base substrate 1411 includes the
display area DA and the peripheral area SA, and the periph-
eral area SA 1ncludes the light blocking area BA and the pad
arca PA.

The pixel part 1412 1s disposed 1n the display area DA and
includes the pixels arranged 1n a matrix form. The pixel part
1412 includes the thin film transistor and a pixel electrode
clectrically connected to a drain electrode of the thin film
transistor. The pixel electrode includes a transparent con-
ductive material.
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The first display substrate 1410 further includes the
verification code part 450 disposed 1n the light blocking area
BA. The first display substrate 1410 further includes the
light blocking layer 1415 disposed on the first base substrate
1411 to correspond to the light blocking areca BA. The

verification code part 450 1s disposed on the light blocking,
layer 1415 and fully covered by the light blocking layer
1415 when viewed 1n a plan view.

The second display substrate 1420 includes a second base

substrate 1421 and a common electrode 1422 disposed on
the second base substrate 1421.

The second base substrate 1421 faces the first base
substrate 1411 and 1s coupled to the first base substrate 1411.
The second base substrate 1421 1s disposed to correspond to
the display area DA and the light blocking area BA of the
first base substrate 1411 and not disposed in the pad area PA.
The common electrode 1422 1s disposed on the second base
substrate 1421 to correspond to the display area DA.

The sealing member 400 1s disposed to correspond to the
light blocking area BA and interposed between the first
display substrate 100 and the second display substrate 200.
Here, the verification code part 450 partially overlaps the
sealing member 400 when viewed 1n a plan view.

As an example, the verification code part 450 includes a
reflective pattern formed of a metal material. An area of the
verification code part 450, in which a mark 1s engraved, 1s
formed of a metal layer, and the metal layer 1s removed from
the other area of the verification code part 450. In this case,
the light source part 10 (refer to FIG. 4) and the 1dent1ﬁca-
tion part 30 (refer to FIG. 4) are disposed adjacent the
second display substrate 1420. Accordingly, the light gen-
erated by the light source part 10 1s reflected from the area
in which the mark 1s engraved by the verification code part
450, and then provided to the identification part 30. There-
tore, the 1dentification part 30 receives the reflected light and
decodes the venfication code part 4350.

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view showing a display panel
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure. In FIG. 11, the same reference numerals denote
the same elements 1n FIG. 10, and thus detailed descriptions
of the same elements will be omitted.

Referring to FIG. 11, the second display substrate 1420
includes the verification code part 450 disposed in the light
blocking area BA. That 1s, the display panel 1450 shown in
FIG. 11 has the same structure and function as those of the
display panel 1450 shown i FIG. 10 except that the

verification code part 450 1s disposed on the second display
substrate 1420.

In the version of FIG. 11, the light blocking layer 1415 1s
disposed on the first display substrate 1410 to correspond to
the light blocking area BA. The verification code part 450 1s
tully covered by the light blocking layer 1415 when viewed
in a plan view.

In this case, the verification code part 450 includes a
reflective pattern formed of a metal material. An area of the
verification code part 450, in which a mark 1s engraved, 1s
formed of a metal layer, and the metal layer 1s removed from
the other area of the verification code part 450.

The light source part 10 (refer to FIG. 4) and the 1denti-
fication part 30 (refer to FIG. 4) are disposed adjacent the
second display substrate 1420. Accordingly, the light gen-
erated by the light source part 10 1s retlected from the area
in which the mark 1s engraved by the verification code part
450, and then provided to the identification part 30. There-
fore, the 1dentification part 30 receives the retlected light and
decodes the vernfication code part 4350.
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Although not shown 1n FIG. 11, when the light blocking
layer 1415 1s disposed on the second base substrate 1421, the
verification code part 450 15 disposed on the light blocking
layer 1415 or disposed on the first base substrate 1411 to
correspond to the light blocking layer 1415. In this case, the
verification code part 450 1includes the reflective pattern, and
the light source part 10 and the identification part 30 are
disposed on the first display substrate 1410. These embodi-
ments are similar to the embodiments of FIGS. 10 and 11 but
with the position of the light blocking layer changed to the
second base substrate 1421 rather than the first base sub-
strate 1411 as shown.

Although certain exemplary embodiments and implemen-
tations have been described herein, other embodiments and
modifications will be apparent from this description.
Accordingly, the iventive concept 1s not limited to such
embodiments, but rather to the broader scope of the pre-

sented claims and various obvious modifications and equiva-
lent arrangements.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A display panel comprising:

a first base substrate comprising a display area and a
peripheral area adjacent to the display area;

a signal line disposed on the first base substrate and
disposed in the display area;

a thin film transistor disposed on the first base substrate
and disposed 1n the display area;

a verification code part disposed on the first base substrate
and disposed in the peripheral area;

a second base substrate facing the first base substrate; and

a light blocking layer overlapping the peripheral area 1n a

plan view,
wherein the verification code part comprises:
a code portion having an 1dentification mark; and
a peripheral portion adjacent to the code portion, and
wherein the light blocking layer overlaps at least a portion
of the peripheral portion 1n a plan view.

2. The display panel of claim 1, wherein the verification
code part comprises a metal layer.

3. The display panel of claim 2, wherein at least a portion
of the verification code part does not comprise the metal
layer.

4. The display panel of claim 1, wherein the 1dentification
mark comprises at least one of a number and a character.

5. The display panel of claim 1, wherein:

the signal line comprises a gate line connected to the thin

f1lm transistor and a data line connected to the thin film
transistor; and

the verification code part and the gate line comprise the

same metal material.

6. The display panel of claim 1, wherein a portion of the
verification code part does not overlap the light blocking
layer 1n a plan view.

7. A display panel comprising:

a first display substrate comprising:

a thin film transistor disposed in a display area of the
first display substrate; and

a verification code part disposed 1n a peripheral area of
the first display substrate adjacent to the display area;

a second display substrate facing the first display sub-

strate; and

a light blocking layer overlapping the peripheral area,

wherein:

the verification code part comprises at least one of a

number and a character; and
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a portion of the verification code part adjacent to the
number or the character overlaps the light blocking
layer 1n a plan view.
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