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VERTICAL PILLAR-TYPE FIELD EFFECT
TRANSISTOR AND METHOD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to field effect transistors
(FETs) and, more particularly, to a method of forming a
non-planar field effect transistor (FET) and the resulting
FET structure.

BACKGROUND

More specifically, integrated circuit design decisions are
often driven by device scalability, device density, manufac-
turing efliciency and costs. For example, size scaling of
planar field eflect transistors (FETs) resulted 1in the devel-
opment of planar FETs with relatively short channel lengths
and, unfortunately, the smaller channel lengths resulted 1n a
corresponding 1increase 1n short channel effects and a
decrease i drive current. In response, non-planar FET
technologies (e.g., fin-type FET (FINFET) technologies)
were developed. A FINFET 1s a non-planar FET that incor-
porates a semiconductor fin (1.e., a relatively tall and thin,
clongated, rectangular-shaped, semiconductor body) and,
within the semiconductor fin, a channel region positioned
laterally between source/drain regions. A gate 1s positioned
adjacent to the top surface and opposing sidewalls of the
semiconductor fin at the channel region. Such a FINFET
exhibits two-dimensional field effects as compared to the
single-dimensional field eflects exhibited by a planar FET
and, thus, exhibits increased drive current. It should be noted
that, because the semiconductor fin 1s so thin, any field
cllects exhibited at the top surface are insignificant (i.e.,
negligible). To further increase drive current, multiple par-
allel semiconductor fins can be 1corporated 1nto a single
FINFET.

As device size scaling continues, designers have achieved
optimal FINFET performance with semiconductor fins and,
particularly, channel regions made of materials other than
silicon. For example, I11-V compound semiconductor mate-
rials (e.g., mdium phosphide (InP), gallium arsenide (GaAs),
etc.) are optimal for N-type FET (NFET) performance and
germanium and silicon germanium with a high germanium
percentage are optimal for P-type FET (PFET) performance.
However, the use of silicon substrates 1s still desirable in
terms of manufacturing efliciency and cost. Therefore, tech-
niques have been developed for forming silicon semicon-
ductor fins on a silicon substrate, covering the silicon fins
with a dielectric layer, performing a polishing process (e.g.,
a chemical mechanical polishing (CMP) process) to expose
the tops of the silicon fins, selectively removing the silicon
fins and then performing an expitaxial growth process in
order to replace the silicon fins with monocrystalline semi-
conductor fins made of some other semiconductor material.
Unfortunately, due to lattice mismatch between the silicon
substrate that acts as the seed layer and the epitaxial semi-
conductor material of the replacement semiconductor fins,
defects can occur and can propagate throughout the replace-
ment semiconductor fins so as to negatively impact device
performance.

SUMMARY

Generally, disclosed herein are embodiments of a method
of forming a non-planar field effect transistor (FET) and,
particularly, a vertical pillar-type FET structure. In the
method, one or more semiconductor pillars can be formed
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2

(e.g., by epitaxial deposition) 1n one or more openings,
respectively, that extend vertically through a first dielectric
layer and that have high aspect ratios (1.e., high height to
width ratios) in two directions. The first dielectric layer can
be etched back and the following components can be formed
above the first dielectric layer and laterally surrounding the
semiconductor pillar(s): a first source/drain region above
and immediately adjacent to the first dielectric layer, a
second dielectric layer on the first source/drain region, a gate
on the second dielectric layer and a gate cap on the gate. The
gate cap can extend over the top surface(s) of the semicon-
ductor pillar(s), a recess can be formed 1n the gate cap to
expose at least the top surface(s) of the semiconductor
pillar(s) and a second source/drain region can be formed
within the recess.

In one particular embodiment of this method, a first
dielectric layer can be formed on a semiconductor substrate.
Multiple openings can be formed such that each opening
extends vertically through the first dielectric layer to the
semiconductor substrate and such that each opening has high
aspect ratios (1.e., high height to width ratios) in two
directions. Next, semiconductor pillars can be formed (e.g.,
by epitaxial deposition) 1n the openings such that the semi-
conductor pillars have bottom surfaces immediately adja-
cent to the semiconductor substrate and top surfaces oppo-
site the bottom surfaces.

Dielectric caps can be formed within the openings on the
top surfaces of the semiconductor pillars. The first dielectric
layer can subsequently be etched back without exposing the
semiconductor substrate. After the first dielectric layer 1s
etched back, dielectric spacers can be formed on the semi-
conductor pillars above the first dielectric layer.

Next, a first recess can be formed 1n the first dielectric
layer below the dielectric spacers and around the semicon-
ductor pillars. This first recess can specifically be formed
such that lower portions of the semiconductor pillars remain
laterally surrounded by the first dielectric layer and such that
vertical surfaces of the semiconductor pillars between the
first dielectric layer and the dielectric spacers are exposed.
A first source/drain region can be formed (e.g., by epitaxial
deposition) within the first recess on the first dielectric layer.

A second dielectric layer can be formed over the first
source/drain region. This second dielectric layer can be
relatively thin such that the semiconductor pillars and
dielectric spacers therecon extend vertically above the level
of the top surface of the second dielectric layer. The dielec-
tric caps and any dielectric maternial of the dielectric spacers
above the top surface of the second dielectric layer can then
be selectively removed.

A gate can be formed above and immediately adjacent to
the second dielectric layer such that the gate material
laterally surrounds a designated channel region within each
of the semiconductor pillars and further such that the gate
has a gate sidewall spacer.

After the gate 1s formed, a gate cap can be formed on the
top of the gate. The gate cap can specifically be formed such
that 1t laterally surrounds end portions of the semiconductor
pillars that extend above the top of the gate and such that 1t
extends over the semiconductor pillars (1.e., such that 1t 1s
above and immediately adjacent to the top surfaces of the
semiconductor pillars).

A second recess can subsequently be formed 1n the gate
cap to expose at least the top surfaces of the semiconductor
pillars. This second recess can specifically be formed such
that the bottom of the second recess 1s above and physically
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separated from the top of the gate. A second source/drain
region can then be formed (e.g., by epitaxial deposition)
within the second recess.

Also disclosed herein are embodiments of a non-planar
field effect transistor (FET) structure and, particularly, a
vertical pillar-type FET structure. The vertical pillar-type
FET can include a substrate and at least one semiconductor
pillar on the substrate. The semiconductor pillar can have a
bottom surface immediately adjacent to the substrate and a
top surface opposite the bottom surface. The semiconductor
pillar can turther have high aspect ratios (1.¢., height to width
ratios) 1n two directions.

The wvertical pillar-type FET can further have a first
dielectric layer above and immediately adjacent to the
substrate and further laterally surrounding a lower portion of
the semiconductor pillar.

The vertical pillar-type FET can further have the follow-
ing components above the first dielectric layer and also
laterally surrounding the semiconductor pillar: a first source/
drain region above and immediately adjacent to the first
dielectric layer, a second dielectric layer on the first source/
drain region, a gate on the second dielectric layer and
laterally surrounding a channel region within the semicon-
ductor pillar, and a gate cap on the gate. The gate cap can
extend over the top surface of the semiconductor pillar.

The vertical pillar-type FE'T can further can have a recess
within the gate cap. This recess can expose at least the top
surface of the semiconductor pillar. A second source/drain
region can within the recess.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will be better understood from the
following detailed description with reference to the draw-
ings, which are not necessarily drawn to scale and 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a flow diagram illustrating embodiments of a
method of forming a vertical pillar-type field eflect transistor
(FE'T) structure;

FIG. 2A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 2B-2C are
different cross-section diagrams illustrating a partially com-
pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of
FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3A-31 are drawings showing various diflerent num-
bers, configurations and shapes for the opening(s) formed
within the first dielectric layer and, thus, the semiconductor

pillar(s) formed within the opening(s) at processes 104-106
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 3B-3C are
different cross-section diagrams illustrating a partially com-
pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of

FIG. 1;

FIG. 4A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 4B-4C are .

different cross-section diagrams illustrating a partially com-
pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 5A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 3B-5C are
different cross-section diagrams illustrating a partially com-
pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of

FIG. 1;
FIG. 6A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 6B-6C are
different cross-section diagrams illustrating a partially com-

pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of
FIG. 1;
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FIG. 7A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 7B-7C are
different cross-section diagrams 1llustrating a partially com-

pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 8A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 8B-8C are
different cross-section diagrams 1llustrating a partially com-
pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 9A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 9B-9C are
different cross-section diagrams 1llustrating a partially com-

pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 10A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 10B-10C are
different cross-section diagrams 1llustrating a partially com-
pleted structure formed according to the flow diagram of
FIG. 1;

FIGS. 11 A-11B are diflerent cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 12A-12B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 13A-13B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 14A-14B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 15A-15B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 16A-16B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 17A-17B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 18A-18B are diferent cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 19A-19B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 20A-20B are different cross-section diagrams 1llus-
trating a partially completed structure formed according to
the flow diagram of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 21A 1s a top view diagram and FIGS. 21B-21E are
different cross-section diagrams 1llustrating a vertical pillar-

type field eflect transistor formed according to the flow
diagram of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As mentioned above, itegrated circuit design decisions

5 are often driven by device scalability, device density, manu-

facturing efhiciency and costs. For example, size scaling of
planar field effect transistors (FETs) resulted in the devel-
opment of planar FETs with relatively short channel lengths
and, unfortunately, the smaller channel lengths resulted 1n a
corresponding 1increase 1n short channel effects and a
decrease i drive current. In response, non-planar FET
technologies (e.g., fin-type FET (FINFET) technologies)
were developed. A FINFET 1s a non-planar FET that incor-
porates a semiconductor fin (1.e., a relatively tall and thin,
clongated, rectangular-shaped, semiconductor body) and,
within the semiconductor fin, a channel region positioned
laterally between source/drain regions. A gate 1s positioned
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adjacent to the top surface and opposing sidewalls of the
semiconductor fin at the channel region. Such a FINFET
exhibits two-dimensional field effects as compared to the
single-dimensional field eflfects exhibited by a planar FET
and, thus, exhibits increased drive current. It should be noted
that, because the semiconductor fin 1s so thin, any field
cllects exhibited at the top surface are insignificant (i.e.,
negligible). To further increase drive current, multiple par-
allel semiconductor fins can be 1corporated 1into a single
FINFET.

As device size scaling continues, designers have achieved
optimal FINFET performance with semiconductor fins made
of materials other than silicon. For example, III-V com-
pound semiconductor materials (e.g., indium phosphide
(InP), gallium arsenide (GaAs), etc.) are optimal for N-type
FET (NFET) performance and germanmium and silicon ger-
manium with a high germanium percentage are optimal for
P-type FET (PFET) performance. However, the use of
s1licon substrates 1s still desirable 1n terms of manufacturing
clliciency and cost. Therefore, techniques have been devel-
oped for forming silicon semiconductor fins on a silicon
substrate, covering the silicon fins with a dielectric layer,
performing a polishing process (e.g., a chemical mechanical
polishing (CMP) process) to expose the tops of the silicon
fins, selectively removing the silicon fins and then perform-
ing an epitaxial growth process in order to replace the silicon
fins with monocrystalline semiconductor {fins made of some
other semiconductor material. Unfortunately, due to lattice
mismatch between the silicon substrate that acts as the seed
layer and the epitaxial semiconductor material of the
replacement semiconductor fins, defects can occur and can
propagate throughout the replacement semiconductor {ins so
as to negatively impact performance.

One technique that has been used to minimize defects
within replacement semiconductor fins 1s referred to as
aspect ratio trapping (ART). In ART, each silicon fin is
removed 1n a manner that forms, within the silicon substrate,
a trench with angled sidewalls (e.g., a V-shaped trench).
Epitaxial semiconductor material for a replacement semi-
conductor fin 1s then grown on the angle sidewalls. Any
defects that develop near the silicon-epitaxial semiconductor
matenal interface and that propagate 1n the fin width direc-
tion will be trapped within the trench as a result of the aspect
ratio of the fin opening and, thereby the aspect ratio of the
fin formed therein (1.e., as a result of the relatively narrow
fin width as compared to the relatively tall fin height).
However, any defects that develop near the silicon-epitaxial
semiconductor material interface and that propagate 1n the
fin length direction may still reach the upper portion or even
the top of the replacement semiconductor fin.

In view of the foregoing, disclosed herein are embodi-
ments of a method of forming a non-planar field effect
transistor (FET) and, particularly, a vertical pillar-type FET
structure. In the method, one or more semiconductor pillars
can be formed by epitaxial deposition n one or more
openings, respectively, that extend vertically through a first
dielectric layer and that have high aspect ratios (i.e., height
to width ratios) in two directions. The first dielectric layer
can be etched back and the following components can be
formed laterally surrounding the semiconductor pillar(s): a
first source/drain region above and immediately adjacent to
the first dielectric layer, a second dielectric layer on the first
source/drain region, a gate on the second dielectric layer and
a gate cap on the gate. The gate cap can extend over the top
surface(s) of the semiconductor pillar(s), a recess can be
formed 1n the gate cap to expose at least the top surface(s)
of the semiconductor pillar(s) and a second source/drain
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6

region can be formed within the recess. Due to the bi-
directional high aspect ratios of the openings and, more
particularly, the semiconductor pillar(s) formed within the
opening(s), any defects occurring during epitaxial deposi-
tion of a semiconductor pillar will be trapped below the level
of the first source/drain region and, thus, will not negatively
impact device performance. Also disclosed herein are
embodiments of the resulting vertical pillar-type FET struc-
ture.

More particularly, referring to the flow diagram of FIG. 1,
disclosed herein are embodiments of a method of forming a
vertical pillar-type field eflect transistor (FET) structure.

In the method, a substrate 201 can be provided (102, see
FIGS. 2A-2C). This substrate 201 can be, for example, a
bulk silicon substrate or any other suitable bulk monocrys-
talline semiconductor substrate. Alternatively, the substrate
201 can be some other monocrystalline semiconductor layer
(e.g., a silicon layer of a silicon-on-insulator (SOI) water).
In any case, the substrate 201 can be made of a first
semiconductor material and can have at least a monocrys-
talline surface 203 suitable for use as a seed layer for
subsequent epitaxial deposition of monocrystalline semicon-
ductor material.

Shallow trench i1solation (STI) regions 202 can be formed
within the substrate 201 so as to define a device region (1.¢.,
a region of the substrate 201 upon which at least one vertical
pillar-type FET will be formed). Techniques for forming STI
regions are well known 1n the art and, thus, the details of
such techniques have been omitted from this specification.

The method can further include forming, on the substrate
201, a first dielectric layer 206 with one or more openings
(e.g., see openings 207a-f) extending vertically there
through to the substrate 201 (104). Specifically, the first
dielectric layer 206 can be made of a first dielectric material.
The first dielectric material can be, for example, silicon
oxide or some other suitable dielectric material. The
opening(s) 207a-f can be formed such that they extend
vertically through the first dielectric layer 206 to the monoc-
rystalline surface 203 of the substrate 201 and such that they
cach have high aspect ratios (i.e., height to width ratios) 1n
two directions. That 1s, each opening will have the same
height Ho, which 1s equal to the thickness of the first
dielectric layer 206, a first width W1 1n a first direction (e.g.,
the X-direction, as shown), and a second width W2 1n a
second direction (e.g., the Y-direction, as shown) that 1s
essentially perpendicular to the first direction. Each opening
can have a first aspect ratio 1n the first direction (defined as
the ratio of the height Ho to the first width W1) and a second
aspect ratio 1 the second direction (defined as the ratio of
the height Ho to the second width W2) and both of these
aspect ratios can be relatively high. For example, both the
first aspect ratio and the second aspect ratio of each opening
can be at least greater than 6 and preferably between 10 and
100. It should be noted that the first aspect ratio and the
second aspect ratio of each opening could be approximately
equal. Alternatively, the two aspect ratios of each opening
can be different (as long as they both are high, as discussed
above). In any case, the aspect ratios of the opening(s)
formed 1n the first dielectric layer 206 at process 104 should
be predetermined so that they are sufliciently high to provide
for aspect ratio trapping (ART) 1n both directions, as dis-
cussed 1n greater detail below at process 106.

Referring to FIGS. 3A-31, as mentioned above, the first
dielectric layer 206 can be formed at process 104 so as to
have a single opening (e.g., see FIG. 3A) or multiple
openings (e.g., see FIG. 3B-31). In the case of multiple
openings, these openings can, for example, be arranged 1n a
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line (e.g., see FIG. 3B), arranged 1n a grid pattern of columns
and rows (e.g., see FIG. 3C) or randomly arranged (e.g., see
FIG. 3D). Additionally, the shape of the opening(s) as
viewed 1n a cross-section parallel to the top surface of the
first dielectric layer 206 can be any patternable shape, given
the technique used to form the opening(s). For example, the
shape of can be square (e.g., see FIG. 3-D), rectangular (e.g.,
see F1G. 3E), circular (e.g., see FIG. 3F), elliptical (e.g., see
FIG. 3G), tnangular (e.g., see FIG. 3H), or some other
polygon shape (e.g., hexagonal, see FIG. 3I), etc. For
purposes of 1llustration, the embodiments of the method are
described in greater detail below and illustrated in the
remaining figures with respect to the formation of multiple
openings 207a-f arranged 1n a grid pattern and each having
an essentially square shape. It should be understood that the
Figures are not intended to be limiting and that any number
of one or more openings of any patternable shape with high
aspect ratios i both the X and Y directions could be formed
at process 104.

It should be noted that any suitable technique for forming
high aspect ratio openings 1n a dielectric layer could be used
at process 104. For example, the openings 207a-f can simply
be lithographically or otherwise patterned and etched into
the first dielectric layer 206. Alternatively, 1n the case of a
bulk semiconductor substrate, sacrificial semiconductor pil-
lars can be lithographically or otherwise patterned and
ctched 1nto an upper portion of the substrate 201 and the first
dielectric layer 206 can be deposited over the sacrificial
semiconductor pillars. The first dielectric layer 206 can then
be polished (e.g., using a chemical mechanical polishing
(CMP) process) to expose the top of each sacrificial semi-
conductor pillar and the sacrificial semiconductor pillars can
be removed (e.g., using a selective etch process).

The phrase “‘selective etch process” refers to a process of
selectively etching one material at a significantly faster rate
than other materials. In this case, 1t refers to etching the
sacrificial semiconductor pillars at a significantly faster rate
than the first dielectric layer such that the sacrificial semi-
conductor pillars are removed without significantly impact-
ing the height of the first dielectric layer 206. The selective
etch process may stop at the first dielectric layer-substrate
interface (as shown), slightly above the first dielectric layer-
substrate interface such that a small segment of sacrificial
pillar remains at the bottom of each opeming (not shown), or
slightly below the first dielectric layer-substrate interface
such that a divot 1s formed in the surface 203 of the substrate
201 aligned below each opening (not shown).

In any case, after the openings 207a-f are formed 1n the
first dielectric layer 206, semiconductor pillars 210a-f can be
tformed 1n the openings 207a-f such that each semiconductor
pillar has a bottom surface immediately adjacent to the
monocrystalline surface 203 of the substrate 201, a top
surface opposite the bottom surface, and essentially the
same high aspect ratios of the openings 207a-f, as discussed
above (106, see FIGS. 4A-4C). The semiconductor pillars
210a-f can be formed, for example, by completely filling the
openings 207a-f with a second semiconductor material using
an epitaxial deposition process and the exposed monocrys-
talline surface 203 of the substrate 201 as a seed layer. As a
result, the semiconductor pillars 210a-f will also be monoc-
rystalline in structure. The second semiconductor material,
which 1s epitaxially deposited to form the semiconductor
pillars 210a-f 1n the openings 207a-f can be different from
the first semiconductor material of the substrate 201. This
second semiconductor material can be preselected for use 1n
the FET channel region and, specifically, based upon the
conductivity type of the FET bemng formed in order to
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achieve optimal performance. For example, for an N-type
field eflect transistor (NFET), the second semiconductor
material can be a III-V compound semiconductor materials
(e.g., indium phosphide (InP), gallium arsenide (GaAs),
etc.); whereas, for a P-type FET (PFET), the second semi-
conductor material can be germanium or silicon germanium
with a high germanium percentage. Additionally, for an
NFET, the second semiconductor material can be 1n situ
doped during the epitaxial deposition process so as to have
a P-type conductivity at a relatively low conductivity level;
whereas, for a PFET, the second semiconductor material can
be 1n situ doped during the epitaxial deposition process so as
to have an N-type conductivity at a relatively low conduc-
tivity level. Alternatively, for either an NFET or a PFET, the
second semiconductor material could remain undoped. It
should be noted that, due to lattice mismatch, between the
first semiconductor material and the second semiconductor
material defects may occur within the semiconductor pillars
210a-f near the substrate-semiconductor pillar interface.
However, due to the bi-directional high aspect ratios of the
openings and, more particularly, due to the bi-directional
high aspect ratios of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f
tformed within those openings, such defects will be trapped
in the lower portions 211 of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f.

If, during epitaxial deposition, the second semiconductor
material grows out the top of the openings 207a-f and onto
the top surface of the first dielectric layer 206, a polishing
process (e.g., a CMP process) can be performed to remove
any second semiconductor maternial from above the top
surface of the first dielectric layer 206. Then, dielectric caps
212a-f can be formed on each of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f within the openings 207a-f (108, see FIGS. 5A-5C).
Specifically, a selective etch process can be performed to
etch back the semiconductor pillars 210a-f. That 1s, the
second semiconductor material of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f can be etched such that the height Hsp of the
semiconductor pillars 210a-f 1s slightly reduced relative to
the height Ho of the openings 207a-f (1.e., relative to the
original height of the first dielectric layer 206). The etch
depth can be less than Yio the height Ho of the openings
207a-f such that the semiconductor pillars 210a-f, like the
openings 207a-f, continue to have high aspect ratios in two
directions. That 1s, following this etch back process, the
semiconductor pillars 210a-f will have a first aspect ratio 1n
the first direction (defined as the ratio of the height Hsp to
the first width W1) and a second aspect ratio 1n the second
direction (defined as the ratio of the height Hsp to the second
width W2) and both of these aspect ratios will still be
relatively high (e.g., at least greater than 6 and preferably
between 10 and 100). A second dielectric material can then
be deposited and a polishing process (e.g., a CMP process)
can be performed in order to remove the second dielectric
material from above the top surface of the first dielectric
layer 206, thereby forming the dielectric caps 212a-f on each
of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f. The second dielectric
maternial can be, for example, silicon nitride or some other
suitable dielectric material that 1s different from the first
dielectric material.

The first dielectric layer 206 can subsequently be etched
back (e.g., using a selective etch process) (110, see FIGS.
6A-6C). That 1s, the first dielectric layer 206 can be etched
at a significantly faster rate than the adjacent second dielec-
tric material of the dielectric caps 212a-f and the second
semiconductor material of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f
such that the height of the first dielectric layer 206 1s reduced
without removing the dielectric caps 212a-f or significantly
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impacting the height Hsp or widths W1 and W2 of the
semiconductor pillars 210a-f. It should be noted that the first
dielectric layer 206 should be etched back but not com-
pletely removed from the surface 203 of the substrate 201.
Specifically, the first dielectric layer 206 should be etched
such that the surface 203 is not exposed and such that the
height of the first dielectric layer 206 above the surface 203
of the substrate 201 remains at least equal to the sum of the
height of the lower portions 211 of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f, which have trapped therein any defects created
during epitaxial deposition, and the desired depth of a first
source/drain region recess (as discussed in greater detail
below at processes 114-116).

After the first dielectric layer 206 1s etched back, dielec-
tric spacers 213 can be formed on the semiconductor pillars
210a-c above the first dielectric layer 206 (112, see FIGS.
7A-TB). The dielectric spacers 213 can be made of the same
second dielectric matenial as the dielectric caps 212a-f. As
mentioned above, the second dielectric material can be
s1licon nitride or some other suitable dielectric material that
1s different from the first dielectric material.

To form the dielectric spacers 213, a spacer layer (e.g., a
layer of the second dielectric material) can be conformally
deposited (e.g., by chemical vapor deposition (CVD) or
another suitable deposition method) over the semiconductor
pillars 210a-f and onto exposed surfaces of the first dielec-
tric layer 206 around each of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f. An anisotropic etch process can then be performed
in order to remove horizontal portions of the spacer layer
from above the dielectric caps 212a-f and from the top
surface of the first dielectric layer 206, thereby forming the
dielectric spacers 213. As illustrated, these dielectric spacers
213 cover and protect the sidewalls of the semiconductor
pillars 210a-f.

A first recess 215 and, particularly, a first source/drain
recess can then be formed 1n the first dielectric layer 206
below the dielectric spacers 213 and around the semicon-
ductor pillars 210a-f (114, see FIGS. 8A-8C). To form the
first recess 2135 a patterned mask layer can be formed over
the partially completed structure. This patterned mask layer
can have an opening that exposes the device region (e.g., the
same region defined by the STI 202). Then, a selective
anisotropic etch process can performed to directionally etch
the area of the first dielectric layer 206 exposed within the
opening of the patterned mask layer to form the first recess
215 without exposing the top surface of the substrate 201,
tollowed by a slight 1sotropic etch of the first dielectric layer
to expose vertical surfaces of semiconductor pillars 210a-f
between the bottom of the first recess 215 and the dielectric
spacers 213. That 1s, this first recess 2135 can etched such the
lower portions 211 of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f
remain laterally surrounded by the first dielectric layer 206
and such that vertical surfaces of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f are exposed between the first dielectric layer 206 at
the bottom of the first recess 215 and the dielectric spacers
213 above the first recess 215.

Once the first recess 215 1s formed, a first source/drain
region 220 can be formed within the first recess 215 (114,
see FIGS. 9A-9C). For example, a third semiconductor
material can be epitaxially deposited into the first recess 215
so as to be immediately adjacent to exposed vertical surfaces
of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f, thereby forming a {first
source/drain region 220 on the first dielectric layer 206 and
above the level of the lower portions 211 of the semicon-
ductor pillars 210a-/, which may contain any defects. The
third semiconductor material can be epitaxially deposited so
as to completely fill the first recess 215. Optionally, the third
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semiconductor material can be deposited so as to overtill the
first recess 215 and then etched back so that the resulting
first source/drain region 220 has a desired thickness, which
1s optionally greater than the depth of the first recess 215. As
a result, the dielectric spacers 213 may extend partially into
the first source/drain region 220. The third semiconductor
material can be the same semiconductor maternial as the first
semiconductor material of the substrate 201 (e.g., silicon),
the same semiconductor material as the second semiconduc-
tor material of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f, or some
other suitable semiconductor material depending upon the
conductivity type of the FET being formed. It should be
noted that in situ doping can be performed during the
epitaxial deposition process so that the first source/drain
region 220 has a desired conductivity type and level given
the conductivity type of the FET being formed. For example,
for an NFET, the third semiconductor material could be 1n
situ doped during the epitaxial deposition process so that the
first source/drain region 220 has an N-type conductivity at a
relatively high conductivity level. For a PFET, the third
semiconductor material can be in situ doped during the
epitaxial deposition process so that the first source/drain
region 220 has a P-type conductivity at a relatively high
conductivity level.

A second dielectric layer 223 can then be formed over the
first source/drain region 220, laterally surrounding the semi-
conductor pillars 210a-f and physically separated theretfrom
by the dielectric spacers 213 (118, see FIGS. 10A-10C). The
second dielectric layer 225 can be made of the same first
dielectric material as the first dielectric layer 206. For
example, the second dielectric layer 225 can be made of
s1licon oxide or some other suitable dielectric material that
1s different from the second dielectric material of the dielec-
tric caps 212a-f and dielectric spacers 213. The second
dielectric layer 225 can be formed (e.g., deposited and
ctched back) such that 1t 1s a relatively thin layer and,
specifically, such that the semiconductor pillars 210a-f and
dielectric spacers thereon extend vertically above the level
of the top surface of the second dielectric layer 225.

Next, a selective etch process can be performed in order
to selectively remove, from the semiconductor pillars 210a-

1, the dielectric caps 212a-f and any of the second dielectric

material of the dielectric spacers 213 above the level of the
top surface of the second dielectric layer 225 (120, see FIGS.
11A-11C). Thus, following process 120, the upper portions
of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f will be exposed.

A gate can be formed on the upper portions of the
semiconductor pillars 210a-f above the second dielectric
layer 225 (122). This gate can be formed such that it laterally
surrounds each of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f and
turther such that it has a gate sidewall spacer. For example,
the gate can be formed so as to have a gate dielectric layer
immediately adjacent to and laterally surrounding vertical
surfaces of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f at designated
channel regions and a gate conductor layer on the gate
dielectric layer such that the gate conductor layer also
laterally surrounds the semiconductor pillars 210a-f and 1s
physically separated therefrom by the gate dielectric layer
(1.e., such that the gate dielectric layer 1s positioned laterally
between the gate conductor layer and vertical surfaces of the
semiconductor pillars at the channel regions, respectively).

The gate can be formed at process 122 according to a
conventional gate-first gate formation technique (e.g., using
a silicon oxide gate dielectric layer and a doped polysilicon
gate conductor layer). Alternatively, the gate can be formed
at process 122 using a replacement metal gate formation
technique. For purposes of illustration, an exemplary
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replacement metal gate formation technique 1s described
below and 1llustrated in the Figures.

Specifically, a first sacrificial layer can be formed on the
second dielectric layer 225 covering the upper portions of
the semiconductor pillars 210a-f. The first sacrificial layer
can include one or more layers. For example, the first
sacrificial layer can include a thin dummy gate oxide and
any of a blanket sacrificial polysilicon layer, a blanket
sacrificial amorphous silicon layer or other suitable blanket
sacrificial layer on the thin dummy oxide layer. A second
sacrificial layer (e.g., a sacrificial nitride layer), which 1s
different from the first sacrificial layer, can be formed on the
top surface of the first sacrificial layer. The first and second
sacrificial layers can then be lithographically patterned and
etched to form a sacrificial gate 230 (also referred to herein
as a dummy gate), having a sacrificial gate cap 231. Next, a
gate sidewall spacer 232 can be formed on the sidewalls of
the sacrificial gate 230 (see FIGS. 12A-12C). That 1s, a
relatively thin conformal spacer layer (e.g., a silicon nitride
layer) can be deposited over the partially completed struc-
ture. An anisotropic etch process can then be performed so
as to remove the conformal spacer layer from horizontal
surfaces of the gate and second dielectric layer 225, thereby
tforming the gate sidewall spacer 232.

Next, an iterlayer dielectric (ILD) layer 235 can be
formed over the partially completed structure and then
polished (e.g., using a CMP process) (see FIGS. 6A-6C).
Specifically, a blanket ILD layer 235, which 1s made of the
same {irst dielectric material as the first and second dielectric
layers or made of some other suitable ILD material, can be
deposited. A polishing process (e.g., a CMP process) can
then be performed 1n order to remove the sacrificial gate cap
231 and expose the top surface of the sacrificial gate 230
(e.g., see FIGS. 13A-13B).

The sacrificial gate 230 can then be selectively removed
and replaced with a replacement metal gate 240 (see FIGS.
14A-14B and 15A-15B). For example, the sacrificial mate-
rial of the sacrificial gate 230 can be selectively etched over
the dielectric material used for the gate sidewall spacer 232
and the ILD layer 235 (see FIGS. 14 A-14B). Removal of the
sacrificial gate 230 will create a gate openming in the ILD
layer 235. As illustrated, this gate opening exposes the upper
portions of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f and has side-
walls that are lined with the gate sidewall spacer 232. A
replacement metal gate 240 can then be formed 1n the gate
opening (see FIGS. 15A-15B). For example, a conformal
high-K gate dielectric layer can be deposited so as to line the
gate opening and cover exposed surfaces of the semicon-
ductor pillars 210a-f. One or more metal layers can be
deposited onto the gate dielectric layer. Those skilled in the
art will recognize that the materials of the dielectric and
metal layers used for replacement metal gates can be pre-
selected to achieve desired work functions given the con-
ductivity type of the FET (see detail discussion below). In
any case, a CMP process can be performed in order to
remove all gate materials from above the top surface of the
ILD layer 235. The materials of the replacement metal gate
240 can then be recessed such that the top of the replacement
metal gate 240 1s below the level of the top surface of the
ILD layer 235, at or below ends of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f, and still laterally surrounding a channel region 280
within each semiconductor pillar 210a-f.

It should be noted that, regardless of whether a gate first
or a replacement metal gate technique 1s used to form the
gate 240, the gate structure should be patterned such that at
least one outer edge portion of the first source/drain region
220 extends laterally beyond the gate 240. This outer edge
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portion of the first source/drain region 220 can subsequently
be contacted at process 130-132, discussed 1n greater detail
below.

After the gate 240 1s formed, a gate cap 245 can be formed
above and immediately adjacent to the gate 240 (124, see
FIGS. 16A-16B). The gate cap 245 can specifically be
formed such that it laterally surrounds any end portions of
the semiconductor pillars 210a-f that extend above the level
of the top of the gate 240 and also such that it extends over
the semiconductor pillars 210a-f (1.e., such that 1t 1s above
and 1immediately adjacent to the top surfaces of the semi-
conductor pillars 210a-f). The gate cap 245 can be made, for
example, by depositing a gate cap layer so as to fill the gate
cap openming and then performing a polishing process (e.g.,
a CMP process) to remove the gate cap layer from above the
top surface of the ILD layer 235. The gate cap layer can be
made of the same second dielectric material as used for the
dielectric spacers 213 and gate sidewall spacer 232. Fol-
lowing formation of the gate cap 245, an additional ILD
layer 246 can optionally be formed above and immediately
adjacent to the gate cap 245 and ILD layer 235. The
additional ILD layer 246 can be made of the same dielectric
material as the ILD layer 235.

Next, a second recess 247 and, particularly, a second
source/drain recess can be formed (e.g., lithographically
patterned and etched) through the additional ILD layer 246
and 1nto the gate cap 245 (126, see FIGS. 17A-17B). The
second recess 247 can specifically be formed so as to expose
at least the top surfaces of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f
without exposing the top of the gate 240 (i.e., so that the
bottom of the second recess 247 1s above and physically
separated from the top of the gate 240).

It should be noted that the second recess 247 should be
patterned such that at least one outer edge portion of the gate
240 extends laterally beyond the second recess 247. This
outer edge portion of the gate 240 can subsequently be
contacted at process 130-132, discussed 1n greater detail
below.

Once the second recess 247 1s formed, a second source/
drain region 250 can be formed within the second recess 247
(128, see FIGS. 18A-18B). For example, the same third
semiconductor material as used for the first source/drain
region 220 can be epitaxially deposited into the second
recess 247 so as to be immediately adjacent to the exposed
top surfaces and any vertical surfaces of the semiconductor
pillars 210a-f exposed within the second recess 247. The
epitaxial deposition process can be performed so as to only
partially fill the second recess 247. Alternatively, the epi-
taxial deposition process can be performed so as to overtill
the second recess. Then, the third semiconductor material
can be etched back so that the resulting second source/drain
region 250 has a desired thickness and only partially fills the
second recess 247. In any case, as with the first source/drain
region 220, 1n situ doping can be performed during the
epitaxial deposition process in order to achieve a desired
conductivity type and level. For example, for an NFET, the
third semiconductor material can be 1n situ doped so as to
have N-type conductivity at a relatively high conductivity
level; whereas, for a PFET, the third semiconductor material
can be 1n situ doped so as to have P-type conductivity at a
relatively high conductivity level.

Additional processing can subsequently be performed to
form middle of the line (MOL) contacts to the gate 240 and
the source/drain regions 220 and 250 (130). Specifically, a
first contact opening 261 can be formed (e.g., lithographi-
cally patterned and selectively etched) so as to extend

vertically through the additional ILD layer 246, the ILD
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layer 235, and the second dielectric layer 225 to the outer
edge portion of the first source/drain region 220 that extends
laterally beyond the gate 240 (see FIGS. 19A-19B). A
second contact opening 262 can be formed (e.g., lithographi-
cally patterned and selectively etched) so as to extend
vertically through the additional ILD layer 246 and the gate
cap 245 to the outer edge portion of the gate 240 that extends
laterally beyond the second recess 247 (see FIGS. 20A-
20B). It should be noted that the order 1n which these contact
openings 261-262 can vary. That 1s, the first contact opening
261 can be patterned and etched followed by the second
contact opeming 262, as illustrated, or vice versa. In any
case, alter the contact openings 261-262 are formed, one or
more layers can be deposited to form a source/drain contact
271 1n the first contact opening 261, a gate contact 272 1n the
second contact opening 262 and a second source/drain
contact 275 1n an upper portion of the second recess 247
above the second source/drain region 250 (see FIGS. 21A-
21E). For example, a liner that includes one or more barrier
layers can be conformally deposited so as to line the first
contact opening 261, the second contact opeming 262 and the
upper portion of the second recess 247 above the second
source/drain region 2350. The liner can include layers of
titanium, titanium nitride or any other suitable barrier layer.
A metal layer can then be deposited on the liner so as to fill
the first contact opening 261, the second contact opening
262 and the upper portion of the second recess 247. The
metal layer can be, for example, a tungsten layer, a cobalt
layer, an aluminum layer, a copper layer or a layer of any
other metal suitable for use in MOL contacts. A polishing
process (e.g., a CMP process) can subsequently be per-
formed so as to remove the contact materials from above the
top surface of the additional ILD layer 246.

For purpose of illustration, the first source/drain contact
271 and the gate contact 272 are shown as being positioned
on opposite sides of the second source/drain contact 275.
However, it should be understood that the Figures are not
intended to be limiting and that, alternatively, the first
source/drain contact 271 and the gate contact 272 can be on
the same side of the second source/drain contact 275 or on
adjacent sides of the second source/drain contact 275 as long
as the first recess 213 for the first source/drain region 220
and the gate 240 are patterned with outer edge portions that
can accommodate such configurations.

Referring to FIGS. 21A-21E, also disclosed herein are
embodiments of a vertical pillar-type field effect transistor
(FE'T) structure 200.

The FET structure 200 can include a substrate 201. This
substrate 201 can be, for example, a bulk silicon substrate or
any other suitable bulk monocrystalline semiconductor sub-
strate. Alternatively, the substrate 201 can be some other
monocrystalline semiconductor layer (e.g., a silicon layer of
a silicon-on-insulator (SOI) water). In any case, the sub-
strate 201 can be made of a first semiconductor material and
can have at least a monocrystalline surface 203 suitable for
use as a seed layer for subsequent epitaxial deposition of
monocrystalline semiconductor material. Shallow trench
1solation (STI) regions 202 can be within the substrate 201
and can define a device region.

The FET structure 200 can further include one or more
semiconductor pillars, each having a bottom surface 1mme-
diately adjacent to the monocrystalline surface 203 of the
substrate 201 and a top surface opposite the bottom surface.

The semiconductor pillar(s) can be made of a second
semiconductor material that 1s different from the first semi-
conductor material of the substrate. This second semicon-
ductor material can be preselected for use i the FET
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channel region and, specifically, based upon the conductivity
type of the FET being formed in order to achieve optimal
performance. For example, for an N-type field effect tran-
sistor (NFET), the second semiconductor material can be a
III-V compound semiconductor maternals (e.g., indium
phosphide (InP), galllum arsenide (GaAs), etc.); whereas,
for a P-type FET (PFET), the second semiconductor material
can be germanium or silicon germanium with a high ger-
mamum percentage. Additionally, for an NFET, the second
semiconductor material can be doped so as to have a P-type
conductivity at a relatively low conductivity level; whereas,
tor a PFET, the second semiconductor material can be doped
so as to have an N-type conductivity at a relatively low
conductivity level. Alternatively, for either an NFET or a
PFET, the second semiconductor material could be undoped.

Since, as discussed above with regard to the method, the
semiconductor pillar(s) are made by epitaxial deposition
onto a monocrystalline surface, they will be monocrystalline
in structure. Additionally, as discussed 1n detail above with
regard to the method and FIGS. 3A-31, the semiconductor
pillar(s) can be formed within opeming(s) 1n a dielectric layer
such that they have the same shape and pattern as the
opening(s). Thus, the FET structure 200 can have a single
semiconductor pillar (e.g., see FIG. 3A) or multiple semi-
conductor pillars (e.g., see FIG. 3B-31). In the case of
multiple semiconductor pillars, these semiconductor pillars
can, for example, be arranged 1n a line (e.g., see FIG. 3B),
arranged 1n a grid pattern of columns and rows (e.g., see
FIG. 3C) or randomly arranged (e.g., see FIG. 3D). Addi-
tionally, the shape of the semiconductor pillars as viewed 1n
a horizontal cross-section can be any patternable shape. For
example, the shape of can be square (e.g., see FIG. 3-D),
rectangular (e.g., see FIG. 3E), circular (e.g., see FIG. 3F),
clliptical (e.g., see FIG. 3G), tnangular (e.g., see FIG. 3H),
or some other polygon shape (e.g., hexagonal, see FIG. 31),
etc.

For purposes of illustration, the FET structure 200 1s
described in greater detail below and illustrated 1n FIGS.
21A-21E with respect to an embodiment that incorporates
multiple semiconductor pillars 210a-f arranged in a gnd
pattern and each having an essentially square shape. It
should be understood that the Figures and the description
thereolf are not intended to be limiting and that other
embodiments of the FET structure 200 could include any
number of one or more semiconductor pillars having any of
the shapes mentioned above or any other suitable pillar
shape.

In any case, the semiconductor pillars 210a-f can each
have high aspect ratios (i.e., height to width ratios) in two
directions. Specifically, each semiconductor pillar can have
a height Hsp, a first width W1 1n a first direction (e.g., the
X-direction, as shown), and a second width W2 in a second
direction (e.g., the Y-direction, as shown) that 1s essentially
perpendicular to the first direction. Each semiconductor
pillar 210a-f can have a first aspect ratio 1n the first direction
(defined as the ratio of the height Hsp to the first width W1)
and a second aspect ratio in the second direction (defined as
the ratio of the height Hsp to the second width W2) and both
of these aspect ratios can be relatively high. For example,
both the first aspect ratio and the second aspect ratio of each
opening can be at least greater than 5 and preferably between
10 and 100. It should be noted that the first aspect ratio and
the second aspect ratio of each semiconductor pillar can be
approximately equal. Alternatively, the two aspect ratios of
cach semiconductor pillar can be different (as long as they
both are high, as discussed above). As discussed above with
regard to the method, these aspect ratios should be prede-
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termined to so as to provide for bi-directional aspect ratio
trapping (ART) and, thereby ensure that any defects that
occur during epitaxial deposition are trapped within the
lower portions 211 of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f.

The FET structure 200 can further have a first dielectric
layer 206 above and immediately adjacent to the top surface
of the substrate 201. The first dielectric layer 206 can
laterally surround the lower portions 211 of the semicon-
ductor pillars 210a-f, which as mentioned above may have
trapped therein any defects created during epitaxial deposi-
tion.

The FET structure 200 can further have various other
components above the first dielectric layer and also laterally
surrounding the semiconductor pillars 210a-f.

Specifically, the FET structure 200 can further have a first
source/drain region 220 within a first recess 215 in the first
dielectric layer 206. The first recess 215 containing the first
source/drain region 220 can be positioned above the level of
the lower portions 211 of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f.
The first source/drain region 220 can be made of an third
semiconductor material, which was epitaxially deposited
into the first recess 2135 so as to be immediately adjacent to
exposed vertical surfaces of the semiconductor pillars 210a-
7. The third semiconductor material can be the same semi-
conductor material as the first semiconductor material of the
substrate 201 (e.g., silicon), the same semiconductor mate-
rial as the second semiconductor material of the semicon-
ductor pillars 210a-/, or some other suitable semiconductor
maternial depending upon the conductivity type of the FET
being formed. The third semiconductor material can be
doped so that the first source/drain region 220 has a desired
conductivity type and level given the conductivity type of
the FET being formed. For example, for an NFET, the third
semiconductor material can be doped so that the first source/
drain region 220 has an N-type conductivity at a relatively
high conductivity level. For a PFET, the third semiconductor
material can be doped so that the first source/drain region
220 has a P-type conductivity at a relatively high conduc-
tivity level.

The FET structure 200 can further have a second dielec-
tric layer 2235 above and immediately adjacent to the first
source/drain region 220, laterally surrounding the semicon-
ductor pillars 210a-f and physically separated therefrom by
remaining portions dielectric spacers 213 used during pro-
cessing. The second dielectric layer 225 can be made of the
same first dielectric material as the first dielectric layer 206.
That 1s, the second dielectric layer 225 can be made of
silicon oxide or some other suitable dielectric material that
1s different from the second dielectric material of the dielec-
tric caps 212a-f and dielectric spacers 213.

The FET structure 200 can further have a gate 240 above
and immediately adjacent to the second dielectric layer 2235
and laterally surrounding channel regions 280 within each of
the semiconductor pillars 210a-f. The gate can have a gate
dielectric layer immediately adjacent to and laterally sur-
rounding vertical surfaces of the semiconductor pillars
210a-f at the channel regions and a gate conductor layer on
the gate dielectric layer such that the gate conductor layer
also laterally surrounds the semiconductor pillars 210a-f and
1s physically separated thereirom by the gate dielectric layer
(1.e., such that the gate dielectric layer 1s positioned laterally
between the gate conductor layer and vertical surfaces of the
semiconductor pillars at the channel regions, respectively).
As discussed 1n detail above with regard to the method, the
gate 240 can be a conventional gate-first gate structure or a
replacement metal gate structure. It should be noted that this
gate structure should be patterned during processing such
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that at least one outer edge portion of the first source/drain
region 220 extends laterally beyond the gate 240. This outer
edge portion of the first source/drain region 220 can subse-
quently be contacted, as discussed in greater detail below.

The FET structure 200 can further have a gate cap 245
above and immediately adjacent to the top of the gate 240.
The gate cap 245 can laterally surround end portions of the
semiconductor pillars 210a-f that extend above the level of
the top of the gate 240 and partially into the gate cap 245.
The gate cap 245 can be made of a second dielectric material
that 1s diflerent than the first dielectric matenal used for the
first dielectric layer 206 and the second dielectric layer 225.
The second dielectric material can be, for example, silicon
nitride or some other suitable dielectric material that 1s
different from the first dielectric material.

The FET structure 200 can further have gate sidewall
spacer 232 on opposing sides of the gate 240 and gate cap
245. The gate sidewall spacer can be made of the same
second dielectric material as the gate cap 245. Thus, for
example, the gate sidewall spacer 232 can be made of silicon
nitride or some other suitable dielectric material that 1s
different from the first dielectric material.

The FET structure 200 can further a second source/drain

region 250 within a second recess 247 1n the gate cap 245.
The second recess 247 containing the second source/drain
region 250 can extend into the gate cap 243 so as to expose
at least the top surfaces of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f
without exposing the top of the gate 240 (1.e., so that the
bottom of the second recess 247 1s above and physically
separated from the top of the gate 240). The second source/
drain region 250 can be made of the same third semicon-
ductor material as used for the first source/drain region 220.
In this case, as discussed above with regard to the method,
the third semiconductor material can be epitaxially depos-
ited into the second recess 247 so as to be immediately
adjacent to the exposed top surfaces and any vertical sur-
faces of the semiconductor pillars 210a-f exposed within the
second recess 247. The second source/drain region 250 can
only partially fill the second recess 247. Additionally, as
with the first source/drain region 220, for an NFET, the third
semiconductor material can be doped so as to have N-type
conductivity at a relatively high conductivity level; whereas,
for a PFET, the third semiconductor material can be doped
so as to have P-type conductivity at a relatively high
conductivity level.
The FET structure 200 can further have an interlayer
dielectric (ILD) layer 235. This ILD layer 235 can be above
and immediately adjacent to the second dielectric layer 225,
can laterally surround the gate 240 and can be physically
separated from the gate 240 by the gate sidewall spacer 232.
The ILD layer 235 can be made of the same first dielectric
material as the first and second dielectric layers or made of
some other suitable ILD material. The top surface of the ILD
layer 235 can be approximately level with the top surface of
the gate cap 24S5.

The FET structure 200 can further have an additional ILD
layer 246, which 1s above and immediately adjacent to the
ILD layer 235 and which further extends laterally over the
gate sidewall spacer 232 and gate cap 245. The ILD layer
235 can be made of the same dielectric materials as the ILD
layer or some other suitable ILD matenial.

The FET structure 200 can further have middle of the line
(MOL) contacts to the gate 240 and the source/drain regions
220 and 250. Specifically, a first contact 271 (1.e., a {first
source/drain contact) can extend vertically through the addi-
tional ILD layer 246, the ILD layer 235, and the second

dielectric layer 225 to the outer edge portion of the first




US 9,947,793 Bl

17

source/drain region 220 that extends laterally beyond the
gate 240. A second contact 272 (1.e., a gate contact) can
extend vertically through the additional ILD layer 246 and
the gate cap 243 to the outer edge portion of the gate 240 that
extends laterally beyond the second recess 247. An addi-
tional contact 275 (1.e., a second source/drain contact) can be
above and immediately adjacent to the second source/drain
region 250 and can {ill the upper portion of the second recess
in the gate cap 245. For purpose of illustration, the first
source/drain contact 271 and the gate contact 272 are shown
as being positioned on opposite sides of the second source/
drain contact 275. However, 1t should be understood that the
Figures are not intended to be limiting and that, alternatively,
the first source/drain contact 271 and the gate contact 272
can be on the same side of the second source/drain contact
275 or on adjacent sides of the second source/drain contact
275 as long as the first recess 215 for the first source/drain
region 220 and the gate 240 are patterned with outer edge
portions that can accommodate such configurations.

In the above-described FET structure 200, any defects that
have occurred during epitaxial deposition of the semicon-
ductor pillars during processing will be trapped 1n the lower
portions 211 of those pillars due to the bi-directional high
aspect ratios of the semiconductor pillars. Since such defects
are trapped such that they are not able to propagate through-
out the semiconductor pillars and since the active compo-
nents of the FET (including the first source/drain region 220,
the channel region 280 and the second source/drain region
250) are all above the lower portions 211 such defects will
not negatively impact device performance.

As mentioned above, the Figures and the description
thereol are not intended to be limiting and other embodi-
ments of the method and FET structure could include any
number of one or more semiconductor pillars having any of
the shapes mentioned above or any other suitable pillar
shape. Since each semiconductor pillar includes a channel
region 280 that extends between a lower first source/drain
region 220 and an upper second source/drain region 2350, 1t
should be understood that the number of semiconductor
pillars and the dimensions of the semiconductor pillar(s) and
gate can be selectively adjusted during design in order to
adjust the drive current of the vertical pillar-type FET 200.

In the embodiments of the method and FET structure
described above, the vertical pillar-type FET can be an
N-type FET or a P-type FET. For an N-type FET, the first
type conductivity of the channel region within each semi-
conductor pillar can be a P-type conductivity and the second
type conductivity of the source/drain regions can be an
N-type conductivity; whereas, for a P-type FET, the first
type conductivity of the channel region 280 within each
semiconductor pillar can be an N-type conductivity and the
second type conductivity of the source/drain regions can be
a P-type conductivity. Those skilled 1n the art will recognize
that different dopants can be used to achieve the different
conductivity types and that the dopants may vary depending
upon the different semiconductor materials used. For
example, a silicon-based semiconductor material having
N-type conductivity 1s typically doped with an N-type
dopant (e.g., a Group V dopant, such as arsenic (As),
phosphorous (P) or antimony (Sb)), whereas a silicon-based
semiconductor material having P-type conductivity 1s typi-
cally doped with a P-type dopant (e.g., a Group III dopant,
such as boron (B) or indium (In)). Alternatively, a gallium
nitride (GaN)-based semiconductor material having P-type
conductivity 1s typically doped with magnesium (Mg),
whereas a gallium nitride (GaN)-based semiconductor mate-
rial having an N-type conductivity 1s typically doped with
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silicon (S1). Those skilled 1n the art will also recognize that
different conductivity levels will depend upon the relative
concentration levels of the dopants.

Additionally, those skilled 1n the art will recognize that
the matenals of the dielectric and metal layers used for a
replacement metal gate can be preselected to achieve desired
work functions given the conductivity type of the FET.
Exemplary high-K dielectric materials include, but are not
limited to, hatnium (HO-based dielectrics (e.g., hainium
oxide, hatnium silicon oxide, hainium silicon oxynitride,
hatnium aluminum oxide, etc.) or other suitable high-k
dielectrics (e.g., aluminum oxide, tantalum oxide, zirconium
oxide, etc.). The optimal work function for a gate conductor
of an N-type FET will be, for example, between 3.9 eV and
about 4.2 ¢V. Exemplary metals (and metal alloys) having a
work function within this range include, but are not limited
to, hatnium, zirconium, titanium, tantalum, aluminum, and
alloys thereol, such as, hainium carbide, zirconium carbide,
titanium carbide, tantalum carbide, and aluminum carbide.
The optimal work function for a gate conductor of a P-type
FET will be, for example, between about 4.9 eV and about
5.2 eV. Exemplary metals (and metal alloys) having a work
function within this range include, but are not limited to,
ruthenium, palladium, platinum, cobalt, and nickel, as well
as metal oxides (aluminum carbon oxide, aluminum tita-
nium carbon oxide, etc.) and metal nitrides (e.g., titanium
nitride, titanium silicon nitride, tantalum silicon nitride,
titanium aluminum nitride, tantalum aluminum nitride, etc.).
Exemplary fill metals include, but are not limited to, tung-
sten and aluminum.

It should be understood that the terminology used herein
1s Tor the purpose of describing the disclosed structures and
methods and 1s not intended to be limiting. For example, as
used herein, the singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. Additionally, as used
herein, the terms “comprises” “comprising”’, “includes™ and/
or “including” specily the presence of stated features, inte-
gers, steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do
not preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, elements, components,
and/or groups thereof. Furthermore, as used herein, terms
such as “right”, “left”, “vertical”, “horizontal”, “top”, “bot-
tom”, “upper’, “lower”, “under”, “below”, “underlying”,
7, 7. “parallel”, “perpendicular”, etc., are

b

“over”, “overlying”,
intended to describe relative locations as they are oriented
and 1illustrated 1n the drawings (unless otherwise indicated)
and terms such as “touching”, “in direct contact”, “abut-
ting”, “directly adjacent to”, “immediately adjacent to”, etc.,
are intended to indicate that at least one element physically
contacts another element (without other elements separating
the described elements). As used herein, the phrase “posi-
tioned laterally™ refers to an element be positioned to one
side of another element as opposed to above or below the
other element as they are oriented in the drawings. The
corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equivalents of
all means or step plus function elements 1n the claims below
are intended to include any structure, material, or act for
performing the function in combination with other claimed
clements as specifically claimed.

The descriptions of the various embodiments of the
present disclosure have been presented for purposes of
illustration, but are not intended to be exhaustive or limited
to the embodiments disclosed. Many modifications and
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill 1n the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the

described embodiments. The terminology used herein was
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chosen to best explain the principles of the embodiments, the
practical application or technical improvement over tech-

nologies found in the marketplace, or to enable others of

ordinary skill in the art to understand the embodiments
disclosed herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method comprising;
forming at least one semiconductor pillar that extends

vertically through a first dielectric layer to a substrate;

etching back the first dielectric layer;
forming, above the first dielectric layer and laterally
surrounding the semiconductor pillar, a first source/
drain region immediately adjacent to the first dielectric
layer, a second dielectric layer on the first source/drain
region, a gate on the second dielectric layer and a gate
cap on the gate, the gate cap further extending over a
top surface of the semiconductor pillar;
forming a recess in the gate cap to expose at least the top
surface of the semiconductor pillar, a bottom of the
recess being above and physically separated from a top
of the gate; and
forming a second source/drain region within the recess.
2. The method of claim 1, the semiconductor pillar having
a first aspect ratio defined as a ratio of a height of the
semiconductor pillar to a first width of the semiconductor
pillar 1n a first direction and further having a second aspect
ratio defined as a ratio of the height of the semiconductor
pillar to a second width of the semiconductor pillar in a
second direction that 1s perpendicular to the first direction,
the first aspect ratio and the second aspect ratio being each
greater than 5.

3. The method of claim 2,

the semiconductor pillar being formed by epitaxial depo-

sition,
the first aspect ratio and the second aspect ratio causing
substantial defects occurring during the epitaxial depo-
sition of the semiconductor pillar to be trapped within
a lower portion of the semiconductor pillar, and

the first source/drain region being formed above and
immediately adjacent to the first dielectric layer with
the lower portion of the semiconductor pillar that
contains the defects being below the first source/drain
region and laterally surrounded by the first dielectric
layer.

4. The method of claim 2, the first aspect ratio and the
second aspect ratio being approximately equal and the
semiconductor pillar being any of square and circular 1n
shape.

5. The method of claim 2, the first aspect ratio and the
second aspect ratio being different and the semiconductor
pillar being any of rectangular, ovular and triangular in
shape.

6. The method of claim 1, the substrate comprising a first
semiconductor material and the semiconductor pillar com-
prising a second semiconductor material that 1s different
from the first semiconductor matenal.

7. The method of claim 6, the first source/drain region and
the second source/drain region comprising a third semicon-
ductor material that 1s different from the second semicon-
ductor matenal.

8. The method of claim 1,

the first source/drain region having an outer edge portion

that extends laterally beyond the gate,

the second source/drain region only partially filling the

recess, and
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the method further comprising:
forming a first contact opeming extending vertically to
the outer edge portion of the first source/drain
region;
forming a second contact opening extending vertically
to the gate; and
depositing a metal layer to fill the first contact opening
to form a first source/drain contact, to fill the recess
to form a second source/drain contact and to fill the
second contact opening to form a gate contact.
9. A method comprising;
forming multiple openings that extend vertically through
a first dielectric layer to a semiconductor substrate;
forming semiconductor pillars in the openings such that
the semiconductor pillars have bottom surfaces imme-
diately adjacent to the semiconductor substrate and top
surfaces opposite the bottom surfaces;
forming dielectric caps within the openings on the top
surfaces of the semiconductor pillars;
ctching back the first dielectric layer;
forming dielectric spacers on the semiconductor pillars
above the first dielectric layer;
forming a first recess 1n the first dielectric layer below the
dielectric spacers and around the semiconductor pillars,
the recess leaving lower portions of the semiconductor
pillars laterally surrounded by the first dielectric layer
and vertical surfaces of the semiconductor pillars
exposed between the first dielectric layer and the
dielectric spacers;
forming a first source/drain region within the first recess;
forming a second dielectric layer on the first source/drain
region;
removing the dielectric caps and any dielectric material of
the dielectric spacers above the second dielectric layer;
forming a gate on the second dielectric layer, the gate
laterally surrounding the semiconductor pillars and
having a gate sidewall spacer;
forming a gate cap on the gate, the gate cap laterally
surrounding the semiconductor pillars and further
being above and immediately adjacent to the top sur-
faces of the semiconductor pillars;
forming a second recess 1n the gate cap to expose at least
the top surfaces of the semiconductor pillars, a bottom
of the second recess being above and physically sepa-
rated from a top of the gate; and
forming a second source/drain region within the second
recess.
10. The method of claim 9,
cach semiconductor pillar having a {first aspect ratio
defined as a ratio of a height of the semiconductor pillar
to a first width of the semiconductor pillar 1n a first
direction and further having a second aspect ratio
defined as a ratio of the height of the semiconductor
pillar to a second width of the semiconductor pillar in
a second direction that 1s perpendicular to the first
direction,
the first aspect ratio and the second aspect ratio being each
greater than 3,
the semiconductor pillars being formed by epitaxial depo-
sition,
the first aspect ratio and the second aspect ratio enabling
substantial defects occurring during the epitaxial depo-
sition of the semiconductor pillars to be trapped within
the lower portions of the semiconductor pillars and
the lower portions of the semiconductor pillars that con-
tain the defects being below the first source/drain
region and laterally surrounded by the first dielectric
layer.
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11. The method of claim 10, the first aspect ratio and the
second aspect ratio being approximately equal and each
semiconductor pillar being any of square and circular 1n
shape.

12. The method of claim 10, the first aspect ratio and the
second aspect ratio being different and each semiconductor
pillar being any of rectangular, ovular and triangular in
shape.

13. The method of claim 9, the substrate comprising a first
semiconductor material, the semiconductor pillars compris-
ing a second semiconductor maternial that 1s different from
the first semiconductor material, and the first source/drain
region and the second source/drain region comprising a third
semiconductor material that 1s different from second semi-
conductor material.

14. The method of claim 9,

the first source/drain region having an outer edge portion

that extends laterally beyond the gate,

the second source/drain region only partially filling the

second recess, and

the method further comprising:

forming a first contact opening extending vertically to
the outer edge portion of the first source/drain
region;

forming a second contact opening extending vertically
to the gate; and

depositing a metal layer to fill the first contact opening
to form a first source/drain contact, to fill the second
recess to form a second source/drain contact and to
{111 the second contact opening to form a gate contact.
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