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(57) ABSTRACT

A refrigerator includes a refrigerated compartment and a
door that selectively seals the refrigerated compartment. A
shelfl 1s mounted 1n the refrigerated compartment. The shelf
includes a plate and a frame encapsulating the plate. A front
trim 1s coupled to a front portion of the frame. The front trim
includes a front face that 1s flush with the frame.
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REFRIGERATOR SHELF AND METHOD
FOR PRODUCING THE SHELF

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention pertains to the art of refrigeration
and, more particularly, to refrigerator shelves.

Production of current refrigerator shelf designs 1s often
time consuming and expensive. For example, the glass of a
shell needs to be secured to the frame by an adhesive or
mechanical fastening mechanism. Such adhesives are
expensive and require curing time. Similarly, mechanical
fasteming mechanisms add cost and complexity. These
arrangements can also make a shelf less robust.

In view of the above, there 1s a need in the art for a
reirigerator shelf that can be quickly and inexpensively
produced, while actually being robust.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s directed to a refrigerator com-
prising a refrigerated compartment and a door configured to
selectively seal the refrigerated compartment. A shelf 1s
mounted 1n the refrigerated compartment. The shelf includes
a plate and a frame encapsulating the plate. A front trim 1s
coupled to a front portion of the frame. The front trim
includes a front face that 1s flush with the frame.

In one embodiment, the front trim includes a first upper
lip, and the frame 1ncludes a second upper lip. The first and
second upper lips together define a rim of the shelf. Prel-
erably, a shape of the first upper lip matches a shape of the
second upper lip.

In one embodiment, one of the frame and front trim
defines a first U-shaped channel, and the other of the frame
and front trim includes a protrusion received in the first
U-shaped channel. The shelf further includes an adhesive in
the first U-shaped channel.

In one embodiment, the shelf further includes a U-shaped
reinforcement bar coupled to the front portion or a rear
portion of the frame. The remforcement bar includes two
legs, each leg having an end 1n contact with the frame, and
a hole 1n which a mechanical fastener 1s received. The frame
includes a peg extending downward from the frame, with a
bore being formed 1n the peg. The mechanical fastener 1s
received in the bore.

In one embodiment, the frame 1s a single integral piece,
and the frame extends both above and below an edge of the
plate. The frame defines a second U-shaped channel, and the
plate 1s received in the second U-shaped channel. Preferably,
the plate 1s a glass plate, and the frame 1s mjection-molded
plastic.

Additional objects, features and advantages of the imnven-
tion will become more readily apparent from the following
detailed description of preferred embodiments thereof when
taken 1n conjunction with the drawings wherein like refer-
ence numerals refer to common parts 1n the several views.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a relrigerator constructed
in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s an exploded view of a shelf constructed in
accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 3A 1s a perspective view of a top of the shelf of FIG.

2;

FIG. 3B 1s a perspective view of a bottom of the shelf of
FIG. 2;
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2

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view ol the bottom of the shelf of
FIG. 2, showing only the frame and glass of the shelf;

FIG. 5A 1s a cross section of the shelf of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5B 1s an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 5A;

FIG. 6A 1s a perspective view of a front trim of the shelf;

FIG. 6B 1s a side view of the front trim;

FIG. 7A 1s a perspective view of a reinforcement bar of
the shelf; and

FIG. 7B 1s a side view of the reinforcement bar.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

(Ll

Detailled embodiments of the present invention are dis-
closed herein. However, 1t 1s to be understood that the
disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the inven-
tion that may be embodied 1n various and alternative forms.
The figures are not necessarily to scale, and some features
may be exaggerated or minimized to show details of par-
ticular components. Therefore, specific structural and func-
tional details disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as
limiting, but merely as a representative basis for teaching
one skilled 1n the art to employ the present invention.

With 1mmtial reference to FIG. 1, there 1s illustrated a
refrigerator 100 constructed in accordance with the present
invention. Refrigerator 100 1s shown 1n a side-by-side con-
figuration, although the present invention can be used with
other reirigerator configurations, including French door,
bottom mount and top mount refrigerators. Refrigerator 100
includes a dispenser 105, which selectively dispenses ice or
water when desired by a user; a fresh food door 110, which
selectively seals a fresh food compartment 115; and a freezer
door 120, which selectively seals a freezer compartment
125. Refnigerator 100 also includes a plurality of shelves
(one of which 1s labeled 130), a plurality of drawers (one of
which 1s labeled 135) and a plurality of door bins (one of
which 1s labeled 140). The shelves are supported on a
corresponding plurality of rails (one of which 1s labeled
145), which are preferably formed integrally with the side
walls of fresh food compartment 115 during a thermoform-
ing process. As illustrated, each shelf extends across an
entire width of fresh food compartment 115 (aside from
certain small gaps between adjacent structure). However,
some or all of the shelves can also be placed side-by-side
such that each shelf extends across a half, a third or a quarter
of the width of fresh food compartment 115, for example.
Although not visible, refrigerator 100 includes a refrigera-
tion system that establishes above and below freezing tem-
peratures 1n compartments 115 and 125. In other words, the
refrigeration system cools the refrigerated compartments of
refrigerator 100.

With reference now to FIG. 2, an exploded view of shelf
130 1s provided. Shelf 130 includes a plastic frame 200 and
a glass plate 205, with plate 205 being encapsulated by
frame 200. Specifically, plate 205 1s encapsulated by frame
200 during injection molding of frame 200. For purposes of
the present invention, by plate 205 being encapsulated by
frame 200, 1t 1s meant that frame 200 suthciently surrounds
plate 205 that plate 205 will not separate from frame 200
unless at least one of frame 200 and plate 205 1s broken or
deformed. As a result of this arrangement, frame 200 and
plate 205 essentially form one integral structure, which
increases the strength of shelf 130. In addition, this shelf
design does not require an adhesive or separate mechanical
fastening mechanism to prevent plate 205 from separating
from frame 200, thereby decreasing the cost, complexity and
production time of shelf 130.
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In order to best accomplish these goals, frame 200 1s
formed as a single integral piece during injection molding of
frame 200 with plate 205. However, this does not mean that
additional structure cannot later be attached to frame 200.
Rather, such additional structure 1s not considered to be part
of the actual frame 200 for purposes of the present invention.
Along these lines, shelf 130 further includes a front trim 210,
a front remnforcement bar 2135 and a rear reinforcement bar
220. In the embodiment illustrated, trim 210 1s directly
coupled to a front portion 225 of frame 200, such as by
attaching trim 210 to frame 200 through the use of an
adhesive (not shown) or a metal trim 210 can be attached to
a plastic frame 200 during injection modeling with a glass
plate 205). In addition, front remnforcement bar 215 1s
directly coupled to front portion 225 of frame 200 by a
plurality of mechanical fasteners (collectively labeled 230)
and rear reinforcement bar 220 1s directly coupled to a rear
portion 235 of frame 200 by another plurality of mechanical
fasteners (collectively labeled 240). Fasteners 230 are
inserted into a plurality of holes (collectively labeled 245)
formed 1n front reinforcement bar 215, while fasteners 240
are 1nserted into another plurality of holes (collectively
labeled 2350) formed 1n rear reinforcement bar 220. Prefer-
ably, fasteners 230 and 240 are self-tapping screws. How-
ever, 1t should be recognized that other fastening arrange-
ments known 1n the art can be used. Trim 210 1s preferably
made from a plastic or metal and serves to improve the look
and feel of shelf 130. Reinforcement bars 215 and 220 are
preferably made from metal and serve to further increase the
strength of shelf 130.

FIGS. 3A and 3B show the top and bottom, respectively,
of shelf 130 after trim 210 and remnforcement bars 215 and
220 have been coupled to frame 200. In particular, 1n FIG.
3A, tim 210 can be seen coupled to front portion 225 of
frame 200 such that trim 210 1s flush with frame 200.
Similarly, in FIG. 3B, front reinforcement bar 2135 can be
seen coupled to front portion 225 of frame 200 by fasteners
230, and rear reinforcement bar 220 can be seen coupled to
rear portion 235 of frame 200 by fasteners 240. FIG. 3B also
shows the mating structure formed as part of frame 200. Thas
mating structure extends downward from shelf 130 and 1s
configured to engage with corresponding structure (not
shown) of the rails of fresh food compartment 115 (e.g., rail
145). Specifically, a left portion 300 of frame 200 includes
front mating structure 305 and rear mating structure 310,
while a right portion 315 of frame 200 includes front mating
structure 320 and rear mating structure 325. This arrange-
ment limits or prevents shelf 130 from shifting forward and
rearward once mating structure 303, 310, 320, 325 engages
with the corresponding rail structure, 1.¢., once shelf 130 1s
mounted in fresh food compartment 115. In a particular
embodiment, to remove shelf 130, shelf 130 must be lifted
upward, out of contact with the rails, and then pulled
forward.

As with FIG. 3B, FIG. 4 shows the bottom of shelf 130
except that trim 210 and reinforcement bars 2135 and 220
have been removed. As a result, the mounting holes formed
in frame 200 are visible. In particular, front portion 225 of
frame 1includes a plurality of bores (collectively labeled
400), and rear portion 235 of frame 200 includes another
plurality of bores (collectively labeled 405). Bores 400
receive lasteners 230 to secure front reinforcement bar 215
to frame 200, while bores 405 receive fasteners 240 to
secure rear reinforcement bar 220 to frame 200.

With reference now to FIGS. 5A and 5B, shelf 130 1s
shown 1n partial cross section. These views highlight certain
of the above-described features of shelf 130 including the
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4

encapsulation of plate 205 1n frame 200. In particular, 1t can
be seen that frame 200 1s formed as one 1ntegral piece and
that frame 200 extends both above and below plate 205. As
evidenced by FIGS. 2-5, frame 200 extends above and
below plate 205 along the entire edge of plate 205 such that
plate 205 will not separate from frame 200 unless at least
one of frame 200 and plate 205 1s broken or deformed.
However, 1t should be recognized that frame 200 need not
extend above and below plate 205 along the entire edge of
plate 205. In other words, frame 200 can encapsulate plate
2035 while extending above and below plate 205 along only
a portion of the edge or each peripheral side of plate 205.
Regardless, with particular reference to FIG. 5B, 1t can be
seen that plate 205 1s received 1 a U-shaped channel 500
defined 1n frame 200. Specifically, channel 500 1s defined
between an upper portion 505 and a lower portion 510 of
frame 200.

The views of FIGS. 5A and 5B also highlight the attach-
ment of trim 210 and reinforcement bars 2135 and 220 to
frame 200. Trim 210 includes a front face 515, a rear face
520, an upper protrusion 525 and a lower protrusion 530,

with protrusions 525 and 530 extending rearward from rear
face 520. Front face 515 1s flush with frame 200, as can be

best seen 1 FIGS. 3A and 3B. With reference again to FIGS.
5A and 3B, protrusions 3525 and 530 define a U-shaped
channel 535 in which a corresponding protrusion 540 of
frame 200 1s received. Alternatively, this arrangement can be
reversed, 1.e., with a protrusion of trim 210 received 1n a
U-shaped channel of frame 200. As discussed above, trim
210 can be coupled to frame 200 by an adhesive 543 (shown
in F1G. SB). Preferably, as shown, adhesive 543 1s located 1n
channel 335 and contacts one or more of protrusions 525,
530 and 540. Trim 210 also includes an upper lip 545
extending along 1ts length. The shape of upper lip 545
matches the shape of an upper lip 350 of frame 200, which
extends along front, rear, left and right portions 225, 235,
300, 315 of frame 200, as can be seen 1n FIGS. 2, 3A, SA
and 5B. Together lips 545 and 5350 define a rim 353 around
shelf 130. With respect to reinforcement bars 2135 and 220,
as can be seen 1n FIGS. 5A and 5B, reinforcement bars 215
and 220 are U-shaped, with the legs of the “U” in contact
with frame 200 and fasteners extending through the base of
the “U”. Specifically, with reference to FIG. 3B, front
reinforcement bar 2135 includes legs 555 and 560, the ends
of which are 1n contact with front portion 2235 of frame 200.
Fasteners 230 extend through holes 245 in front reinforce-
ment bar 215 and 1nto bores 400 1n frame 200 to couple front
reinforcement bar 215 to frame 200. Bores 400 are located
in corresponding pegs or posts (one of which 1s labeled 565)
that extend downward from the rest of frame 200. Rear
reinforcement bar 220 1s constructed and coupled to frame
200 1n an 1dentical manner, although this need not be the
case.

In addition to the above, FIGS. 5A and 5B highlight the
side profile of mating structure 320, 325. As previously
discussed, mating structure 320, 325 extends downward
from shelf 130 and 1s configured to engage with correspond-
ing structure (not shown) of the rails of fresh food compart-
ment 115 (e.g., rail 145). Based on the side profile (1.e., the
shape) of mating structure 320, 325, 1t should be readily
apparent that this corresponding rail structure can extend
upward from or constitute holes in the rails, for example.
Mating structure 305, 310 1s constructed 1 an i1dentical
manner to mating structure 320, 3235, although this need not
be the case.

With reference now to FIGS. 6A and 6B, trim 210 1s

shown separately from the rest of shelf 130. As discussed
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above, trim 210 includes front face 515, rear face 520, upper
protrusion 525, lower protrusion 530 and upper lip 545, with

protrusions 525 and 530 extending rearward from rear face
520 to define channel 535. In FIGS. 7A and 7B, front

reinforcement bar 215 1s shown separately from the rest of 53

shelt 130. As discussed above, front reinforcement bar 215
1s U-shaped and includes holes 245 and legs 555 and 560. As
previously noted, rear reinforcement bar 220 1s identical to
front reinforcement bar 215, although this need not be the
case.

Based on the above, it should be readily apparent that the
present invention provides a refrigerator shelf that can be
quickly and mnexpensively produced. In addition, the shelf 1s
quite robust compared to current shell designs. Although
described with reference to preferred embodiments, 1t
should be readily understood that various changes or modi-
fications could be made to the invention without departing
from the spirit thereof. For example, although frame 200 1s
described as being made from plastic and plate 205 is
described as being made from glass, other appropriate
materials known 1n the art can be used. Also, while shelf 130
1s described as being located in fresh food compartment 115,
shelf 130 can also be used in freezer compartment 125. In
addition, 1in other embodiments, sheltf 130 can include arms
configured to support shelf 130 on vertical mounting rails
located 1n fresh food compartment 115 or freezer compart-
ment 125. In general, the invention 1s only itended to be
limited by the scope of the following claims.

The 1nvention claimed 1s:

1. A refrigerator comprising:

a refrigerated compartment;

a door configured to selectively seal the refrigerated

compartment;

a shellf mounted 1n the refrigerated compartment, wherein

the shelf 1includes:

a plate;

a frame encapsulating the plate; and

a front trim 1s separate from and coupled to a front
portion of the frame,

wherein the front trim includes a front face that 1s flush

with the frame.

2. The reinigerator of claim 1, wherein:
the front trim includes a first upper lip;
the frame includes a second upper lip;
the first and second upper lips together define a rim of the

shelf; and
a shape of the first upper lip matches a shape of the second

upper lip.

3. The refnigerator of claim 1, wherein:

one of the frame and front trim defines a first U-shaped
channel and the other of the frame and front trim
includes a protrusion received in the first U-shaped
channel; and

the shelf further includes an adhesive 1n the first U-shaped

channel.

4. The refngerator of claam 1, wherein the shelf further
includes a U-shaped reinforcement bar coupled to the front
portion or a rear portion of the frame, the reinforcement bar
including;

two legs, each leg having an end 1n contact with the frame;

and

a hole 1n which a mechanical fastener 1s received.

5. The refnigerator of claim 4, wherein:

the frame includes a peg extending downward from the

frame;

a bore 1s located 1n the peg; and

the mechanical fastener 1s received in the bore.
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6. The refrigerator of claim 1, wherein:

the frame 1s a single integral piece;

the frame extends both above and below an edge of the
plate;

the plate 1s a glass plate; and

the frame 1s 1njection-molded plastic.

7. The refrigerator of claim 6, wherein:

the frame defines a second U-shaped channel; and

the plate 1s received in the second U-shaped channel.

8. A shell comprising:

a plate;

a frame encapsulating the plate; and

a front trim coupled to a front portion of the frame,
wherein the front trim includes a front face that 1s flush

with the frame, and the front trim 1s separate from the

frame.
9. The shelf of claim 8, wherein:

the front trim includes a first upper lip;

the frame includes a second upper lip; and

the first and second upper lips together define a rim of the

shellf.

10. The shelf of claim 9, wherein a shape of the first upper
lip matches a shape of the second upper lip.

11. The shelf of claim 8, wherein one of the frame and
front trim defines a first U-shaped channel and the other of
the frame and front trim includes a protrusion received in the
first U-shaped channel.

12. The shelf of claim 8, further comprising a U-shaped
reinforcement bar coupled to the front portion or a rear
portion of the frame, the reinforcement bar mncluding:

two legs, each leg having an end 1n contact with the frame;

and

a hole 1n which a mechanical fastener is received.

13. The shelf of claim 12, wherein:

the frame 1ncludes a peg extending downward from the

frame:

a bore 1s located 1n the peg; and

the mechanical fastener 1s received 1n the bore.

14. The shelf of claim 8, wherein:

the frame 1s a single integral piece; and

the frame extends both above and below an edge of the

plate.

15. The shelf of claim 14, wherein:

the frame defines a second U-shaped channel; and

the plate 1s received in the second U-shaped channel.

16. The shelf of claim 14, wherein:

the plate 1s a glass plate; and

the frame 1s 1njection-molded plastic.

17. A method for producing a shelf, the method compris-
ng:

encapsulating a plate 1n a frame during 1njection molding

of the frame; and

coupling a front trim to a front portion of the frame by

inserting a protrusion of one of the frame and front trim
in a first U-shaped channel of the other of the frame and
front trim, wherein the front trim includes a front face
that 1s flush with the frame, and the front trim 1s
separate from the frame.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein coupling the front
trim to the front portion of the frame includes inserting an
adhesive 1n the first U-shaped channel.

19. The method of claim 17, turther comprising coupling
a U-shaped reinforcement bar to the front portion or a rear
portion of the frame.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein coupling the rein-
forcement bar to the frame includes nserting a mechanical
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fastener 1n a hole of the reinforcement bar and securing the
mechanical fastener to the frame.
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