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SECURITY SYSTEM FOR DISPLAYING
OBJECTS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of PCT Application
Serial No. PCT/CA2013/050895 filed Nov. 22, 2013, which

in turn claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/729,497, filed Nov. 23, 2012.

The content of the above patent application 1s hereby
expressly incorporated by reference into the detailed
description hereof.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to a security
system for securely displaying objects.

BACKGROUND

A variety of techniques and apparatus have been devel-
oped to allow potential purchasers and other individuals to
view and interact with objects such as smart phones, tablet
computers, GPS receivers, personal media players, personal
gaming systems and other electronic devices or high value
wares, while at the same time securing such objects against
unauthorised removal.

SUMMARY

A mount assembly and a security system for securely
displaying objects.

According to one aspect 1s a mount assembly for securing
to an object, comprising opposed clamp members for engag-
ing the object, and a clamp assembly for releasably securing
the clamp members, the clamp assembly including opposed
surfaces defining a passage for receiving ends of the
opposed clamp members, the opposed surfaces being mov-
able to each other to secure the clamp members.

According to another aspect 1s a security system com-
prising a mount assembly for securing to an object and an
anchor assembly for securing to a support member, the
mount assembly being releasably lockable to the anchor
assembly, wherein when the mount assembly 1s locked to the
anchor assembly the object cannot be released from the
mount assembly.

According to another aspect 1s a mount assembly for
securing to an object, comprising opposed clamp members
for engaging the object, a clamp assembly for releasably
securing the clamp members, and a clamp member slidabley
received on the clamp assembly for engaging a back of the
object when the opposed clamp members engage a front of
the object.

According to another aspect 1s a cut resistant cable,
comprising: a plurality of conductors, surrounded by an
overbraid comprising strands of steel and Kevlar.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the invention, and to show
how 1t may be carried into eflect, reference will now be
made, by way of example, to the accompanying drawings:

FIGS. 1 and 2 are perspective views ol a security system
according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 3 1s an exploded perspective view of the security

system of FIGS. 1 and 2;
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FIG. 3A 1s an enlarged view of part of FIG. 3;
FIG. 4 1s an exploded front view of the security system of

FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 5 15 an exploded side view of the security system of
FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIGS. 6 and 7 are side views 1llustrating attachment of the
anchor assembly of the security system of FIG. 1 to a
support member;

FIGS. 8 and 9 are perspective views 1llustrating assembly
of the mount assembly of the security system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 10 1s a bottom view of a clamp assembly of the
mount assembly of the security system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 11 1s a schematic side view of the clamp assembly
of FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 1s an end view of the a mount assembly of the
security system of FIG. 1 attached to an object;

FIG. 12A 1s an enlarged partial view of FIG. 12;

FIGS. 13 and 14 are perspective views illustrating mount-
ing of the mount assembly to the anchor assembly of the
security system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 15 are perspective views illustrating pivoting of the
mount assembly relative to the anchor assembly of the
security system of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 16 and 17 are perspective views illustrating a
security system configured for use with a third party power
supply cord, according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 18 1s an exploded perspective view of a further
example embodiment of a security system;

FIGS. 19 and 20 are perspective views of a further
example embodiment of a security system 1n retracted and
extended positions, respectively;

FIG. 21 1s an exploded perspective view of the security
system of FIGS. 19 and 20;

FIGS. 22 to 29 illustrate a recoiler for use with the
security system of FIGS. 19 and 20;

FIGS. 30 and 31 illustrate a powered cable for use with
the recoiler of the security system of FIGS. 19 and 20; and

FIG. 32 1s an exploded front view of a security system
according to another example embodiment;

FIG. 33 15 a side view of a mounting system of the
security system of FIG. 32;

FIG. 34 1s a perspective exploded view of the mounting
system ol FIG. 33;

FIG. 35A 1s an exploded partial perspective view of a
security system according to another example embodiment;

FIG. 35B 1s a perspective view of the security system of
FIG. 35A;

FIG. 36 1s a perspective exploded view of a further
embodiment of a security system;

FIG. 37 1s an exploded partial perspective view of a
security system according to another example embodiment;

FIG. 38 1s a perspective view of the security system of
FIG. 37,

FIG. 39 1s an exploded partial perspective view of a
security system according to another example embodiment;
and

FIG. 40 1s a perspective view of the security system of

FIG. 39.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It 15 to be noted that numerous components are similar for
different embodiments described herein, and components
from one embodiment can be used on other embodiments.
The description for similar components 1n different embodi-
ments applies equally to all embodiments unless the context
specifically requires otherwise. Components from one
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embodiment can be applied to other embodiments unless the
context specifically requires otherwise, and specific refer-
ence to the cross-application of such components will not be
made for each embodiment, but 1s expressly stated hereby.

Terms of orientation, such as top, bottom, front, rear, side,
forward and rearward are used 1n the description. Terms of
orientation are used for ease of understanding of the con-
cepts being described. It 1s understood that in practice the
structures described herein can take on alternate orienta-
tions.

FIGS. 1-5 1llustrate an example embodiment of a security
system 100 that can be used to secure an object 102 so that
an individual such as a potential purchaser in a retail setting
can view and interact with the object 102 but i1s generally
prevented from removing the object 102 from 1ts display
location. By way of non-limiting example, the object 102
could be a rectangular prism shaped object such as a smart
phone, tablet computer, GPS receiver, personal media
player, personal gaming system or other electronic device or
high value ware. As shown 1n FIGS. 1-5, the security system
100 1ncludes an anchor assembly 104 and a movable mount
assembly 106. Anchor assembly 104 is configured to be
secured to a stationary support such as a display counter, and
mount assembly 106 1s configured to be secured to the object
102. In some embodiments, a tether 108 may be used to
secure the mount assembly 106 to the anchor assembly 104.

As best seen i FIGS. 3-5, the anchor assembly 104
includes a cylindrical anchor member 112 that has a radial
flange 130 at a forward end and from which a threaded tube
132 extends 1n a rearward direction. In use, the threaded tube
132 passes through a circular opening 1n a support member
(such as a display counter), with the radial flange 112 resting
on a surface of the support member. A threaded anchor plate
or ring nut 110 can be screwed onto threaded tube 132 to
engage the opposite surface of the support member to secure
the cylindrical anchor member 112 in place. In at least one
example embodiment, the anchor assembly 104 includes an
anchor lock assembly 118 that releasably locks the mount
assembly 106 to the anchor assembly 104. The anchor lock
assembly 118 includes a rigid lock housing 119 that houses
a lock device 120 that 1s actuated by a key 122 in the
illustrated example.

The mount assembly 106 includes opposed generally
L-shaped clamp members 140 that are configured to engage
opposite side edges of the object 102 that 1s to be secured.
Object clamp members 140 each have a respective arm or
end 148 slidably received within a passage 146 defined
within a clamp assembly 144. Although clamp assembly 144
can take a number of different configurations, in the example
shown 1n FIGS. 1-5 the clamp assembly 144 includes a first
clamp plate 152 and a base member 150, with the clamp
passage 146 being defined between them. As best seen in
FIGS. 3 and 3A, locking screws 154 pass through holes
provided in the base member 150 and corresponding slots 1n
the clamp member ends 148 into threaded holes 156 1n the
first clamp plate 152. In some embodiments, locking screws
154 are equipped with a security head so that a specialized
tool 1s required to remove and tighten them. Tightening
locking screws 154 draws the clamp plate 152 to the base
member 150 to apply clamping force on the clamp member
ends 148, thereby securing the clamp members 140 into
opposition relative to each other. Thus, referring to Cartesian
reference coordinates 158 1n FIG. 3, clamp members 140
can be moved towards and away from each other along the
y-axi1s to adjust the spacing between them and then they can
be secured 1n place by tightening locking screws 154. In
some embodiments, ribs or serrations may be provided on
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one or more of the interior surfaces of clamp passage 146 or
clamp member arms 148 to provide resistance against sepa-
ration of the clamp members 140 when screws 154 are
tightened. Referring brietly to FIG. 8, in some example
embodiments, ribs or serations 141 are provided on the top
and bottom surfaces of the clamp member arms 148 to
cooperate with corresponding ribs or serations 141 provided
on the respective surfaces of clamp passage 146.

Referring again to FIGS. 3 and 3A, each clamp member
140 includes an mnwardly directed engagement member 142,
such as a flange or tab, that i1s connected by an intermediate
side arm 160 1n spaced opposition to clamp member arm
148. Engagement members 142 are used to clamp a surface
of the object 102 as will be described 1n grater detail below.
As shown 1n FIG. 3, a rubber or resilient anti-slip pad or
anti-slip coating 162 may be applied to the inner surfaces of
clamp member engagement member 142 and intermediate
side arm 142. In an example embodiment, clamp members
140, clamp plate 152 and base member 150 are all formed
from steel or other metal, however alternative materials
could also be used. In the illustrated example, clamp passage
146 has a substantially rectangular cross-section that corre-
sponds to a rectangular cross-section of the clamp member
arms 158. Accordingly, when the arms 158 of the clamp
members 140 are secured 1n place between the clamp plate
152 and the base member 150, movement of the clamp
members 140 1n each of X, Y and Z directions 1s prevented.
Belfore screws 154 are tightened, the clamp assembly 144
functions to guide the clamp members 140 1nto the correct
positioning, and once screws 154 are tightened, the clamp
member arms 158 are clamped and contained in position,
creating a parallel solid assembly.

The clamp assembly base member 150 also includes a
central rearward protruding spigot or anchor interface 164
for engaging the anchor assembly 104. In the illustrated
embodiment, the anchor interface 164 1s cylindrical and
defines a central passage for recerving an adjustment screw
168. Referring to FIG. 4, a threaded opening 166 1s provided
through the base member 150 within the anchor interface
164 for engaging the adjustment screw 168. Referring to
FIGS. 3 and 3A, an opening 188 1s provided through the
clamp plate 152 for the adjustment screw 168, enabling the
front end of the screw to press against a resilient spring plate
174 which 1n turn presses against, and spreads the force of
screw 168 across, an object clamp member 176. Object
clamp member 176 has a forward facing surface 180 for
applying a clamping force against a back surface of the
object 102 that 1s being secured. In an example embodiment,
the object clamp member 176 defines a rearward opening
channel 178 that slidably receives the clamp assembly 144
and spring plate 174. Mounting pins 182 are provided on a
rearward surface of the object clamp member to cooperate
with corresponding holes 184 on the spring plate 174 to
secure the spring plate 1n place on the underside of the object
clamp member. A resilient non-slip pad or non-slip coating
186 can be located on the clamp surface 180 of the object
clamp 174 to help grip object 102. In some examples, object
clamp member 176 may be formed from plastic, with spring
plate 174 being formed from metal.

As seen 1n FIGS. 3 and 3A, the anchor interface 164
includes internal threads 170 at 1ts rearwardly extending end
190 for receiving a threaded end 172 of the tether 108.
Referring to the enlarged view of FIG. 3A and FIG. 4,
anchor mterface 164 1s configured to be releasably received
within a central, cylindrical opening 192 that i1s provided
through the lock housing 119 of anchor lock assembly 118.
In this regard, the anchor interface 164 defines a radial
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channel 194 located forward of enlarged end 190. When the
anchor interface 164 1s fully inserted into anchor lock
assembly 118, the radial channel 194 aligns with a radial
opening 196 that extends from cylindrical opening 192.
Referring to FIG. 4, lock device 120 includes a retractable
lock pin 198 which extends through radial opening 196 and
into the radial channel 194 of anchor interface 164 when 1n
an extended, locked position. Thus, when 1n the locked
position, the extending end of lock pin 198 will engage the
enlarged anchor interface end 190 to prevent the mount
assembly 106 from being removed from the anchor lock
assembly 118. Key 122 can be used to retract lock pin 198
from the radial channel 194 of anchor interface 164 to
release the mount assembly 106 so i1t can be removed from
the anchor lock assembly 118. In some embodiments, the
lock pin 198 1s chamiered and spring loaded into the
extended position to allow the anchor interface 164 to be
inserted and snapped into a locked position 1n the central
opening 192 without requiring actuation of key 122, while
withdrawal of the anchor iterface 164 1s prevented until key
122 1s actuated to retract the lock pin 198.

In the illustrated embodiment the radial channel 194
allows the mount assembly 106 to rotate even when the lock
pin 198 prevents 1ts removal from the anchor lock assembly
118. In some example embodiments, the anchor lock assem-
bly 118 includes an indexing mechanism for controlling
rotation of the mount assembly 106. For example, as best
seen 1 FIGS. 3A and S, anchor lock assembly includes a
pair of opposed spring loaded balls 200 that extend partially
into central opening 192 to engage the enlarged end 190 of
the mount assembly anchor interface 164. Radial index
notches 204 are provided on the mount assembly anchor
interface 164 for receiving the spring loaded balls 200,
allowing the mount assembly 106 to snap into and out of
biased positions as it rotates about the Z axis, with spring
loaded balls 200 acting as cam followers and the notched
radial outer surface of the enlarged end 190 acting as a cam.
Such indexing may be used for example to facilitate rotation
of mount assembly 106 ninety degrees between a “land-
scape” and “‘portrait” viewing positions for object 102. In
one example, the balls 200 are each biased partially to
central opening 192 by a respective spring 202 that 1s held
in place within the lock housing 119 by a respective spring
retaining member 124. In some example embodiments, one
or more stop members 195 are located 1n radial channel 194
for cooperating with lock pin 198 on the anchor interface
164 1n order to prevent the mount assembly 104 from being
rotated beyond a threshold amount, thus protecting any
power cord attachment to the mounted device. In one
example embodiment, stop members 195 are positioned to
prevent the mount assembly 104 from being rotated more
than 180 degrees. In such an embodiment, the indexing
could be used to allow the mount assembly 106 to “click”
into a portrait position, be rotated 90 degrees counter-
clockwise to “click” into a first landscape position, then be
rotated 180 degrees clockwise to “click” into a second
landscape position, with the stop members 195 preventing
counter-clockwise rotation beyond the first landscape posi-
tion and clockwise rotation beyond the second landscape
position.

In one example, the anchor assembly 104 includes a
power/data line 116 that extends internally within the cylin-
drical anchor member 112 and which has a connector 128 at
one end for connecting to a power and/or data source and a
turther connector 126 at the other end 126 for connecting to
a line to object 102. In the illustrated embodiment, lock
housing 119 defines an external opening 206 that houses
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connector 126. Connectors 126, 128 could for example be
mini1-USB male or female plug style connectors. In at least
one example, connector 126 1s a female connector rigidly
secured 1n place to the lock housing 119 such that a short
power line can be connected from lock housing 119 to the
object 102 to periodically charge the object 102 as required.

An overview of the components of the security system
100 having been provided, an example of the use of security
system 100 to secure an object 102 will now be described
with reference to FIGS. 1-15. The use of tether 108 with
security system 100 1s optional 1n at least some embodi-
ments, and accordingly system 100 will first be described
without the use of tether 108. An initial step involves
assembling the anchor assembly 104 by securing the anchor
lock assembly 118 to the cylindrical anchor member 112.
Although the anchor lock assembly can take a number of
alternative configurations, 1n the illustrated embodiment, the
anchor lock assembly 118 1s secured to the anchor member
flange 130 by screws 114 which pass through corresponding
openings 1n the flange 130 and 1nto respective threaded holes
in the lock housing 119. The assembled anchor assembly
104 can then be mounted to a support member 210 as
illustrated i FIGS. 6 and 7 (also shown 1n dashed lines 1n
FIG. 5). Support member 210 could for example be a display
counter 1n a retail location and be configured to support
multiple security systems 100 1n tandem. An opening 216 1s
provided through the support member 210 that 1s larger than
the circumierence of the threaded region 132 of the cylin-
drical anchor member 112 but smaller than the flange 130,
such that the threaded region 132 1s 1nserted into the opening
216 until tlange 130 engages a forward surface 212 of the
support member 210. The anchor assembly 104 i1s then
secured to the support member by screwing the threaded
anchor plate 110 onto threaded tube 132 to engage the
opposite surface 214 of the support member 210, a shown 1n
FIG. 7. Once the anchor assembly 104 1s secured to support
member 210, access to the screws 114 that secure the lock
assembly 118 1s prevented.

Mount assembly 106 1s secured to the object 102 1n the
following manner. As a first step, the mount assembly 106 1s
assembled so that the opposed clamp members 140 each
have their respective arms 146 slidably received within the
clamp assembly 144 (as shown 1n FIG. 8), with screws 154
(FIGS. 10, 11) attached to the first clamp plate 152 but not
tully tightened. The object clamp member 176 1s placed over
the clap assembly 144 with spring plate 174 sandwiched
between a back surface of the object clamp member 176 and
a forward surface of the clamp assembly 144, with the
torward surface 180 of the object clamp member 176 located
rearward of the inwardly directed clamp engagement mem-
bers 142 that are located at the front ends of opposed clamp
members 140 members 140. (FIGS. 5 and 9). Screw 168 1s
inserted through the base member 150 of the clamp assem-
bly 144 to apply a forward pressure on the object clamp
member 176 through the spring plate 174 (FIGS. 10, 11). In
some example embodiments, spring plate 174 1s omitted and
the screw 169 engages the clamp member 176 directly. In
the 1llustrated embodiment, the object clamp member 176 1s
selected to have a width (1.e. distance that it extends between
the opposed clamp members 140) that 1s generally close to
the width of the object 102 that the mount assembly 106 1s
intended to secure. By way of non-limiting example, 1n the
case where object 102 1s a smart phone, the width of the
clamp member 176 (and 1ts supporting clamp assembly 14
may be at least 75% of the width of the smart phone, and 1n
the case where the object 102 1s a tablet, the width of the
clamp member 176 (and 1ts supporting clamp assembly 144
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may be at least 75% of the width of the tablet. Thus, 1n at
least some example embodiments, the clamp assembly 1s
configured to extend across more than half the width of the
object that 1t clamps against, which may reduce pressure
applied at any single point on the object 102. In at least some
example embodiments, the clamp assembly 1s configured to
extend across more than 85% of the width of the object that
it clamps against.

As the object clamp member 176 1s slidably received 1n
the z direction on the clamp assembly 144 with the back of
the object clamp member 176 resting on the adjustment
screw 168, prior to securing object 102, the object clamp
member 176 has some freedom of movement to pivot about
the x axis (and 1n some case the Y axis as well), allowing the
object clamp member 176 to conform to the back of the
object 102.

After the mount assembly 106 1s assembled, the object
102 1s positioned as shown in the FIG. 12 so that 1ts back
surface rests against the front surface 180 of object clamp
member 176, and its side edges are located between opposed
clamp members 140. Clamp members 140 are then pressed
together 1n a direction parallel to the Y-axis to gently engage
the opposite side edges of the object such that the clamp
engagement members 142 located on the forward ends of
opposed clamp members 140 each extend partially over the
front surface of the object 102. In at least some example
embodiments, the spacing between opposed clamp members
140 1s adjusted by hand so as to provide direct feedback to
the person applying force and avoid damage to the object
102. Locking screws 154 are then tightened to secure the
opposed clamp 140 in position so they can not be separated.

Screw 168 1s then tightened to push the object clamp
member 176 forward in the Z-axis direction to engage the
back of the object 102 and push the front of the object 102
into engagement with the clamp engagement members 142
of the opposed arms 140. Once the screw 168 1s tightened,
the resilient coating 162 on each clamp member 140 engages
a respective front surface and side edge surface of the object
102, and the resilient surface 180 of the object clamp
member 176 engages the back of the object 102 as best seen
in FIGS. 12 and 12A. In an example embodiment, finger
tightening of the screw 168 1s suflicient to secure the object
102 to the mount assembly 106 such that the object 102
cannot be removed until one or more of the screws 154, 168
1s loosened. Such a configuration requires relatively low
clamping force to be applied to secure the object 102,
thereby reducing the potential for damage to object 102. In
some example embodiments a torque limited screw drniver
can be provided for use with screw 168 to prevent over-
tightening. The resilient coatings or pads 186, 162 enhance
the frictional forces between the contact points of mount
assembly 106 and the object 102 without requiring use of an
adhesive contact surface with the object (although the use of
an adhesive such as double sided tape on surface 180 1s not
precluded and may enhance the grip on the object 1n some
applications).

In some example embodiments, resilient pad 186 takes
the form of reclosable fastening tape (see FIG. 37), with one
tape section 501 secured to surface 180 and a corresponding
tape section 502 secured to the back of secured object 102.
As known in the art, reclosable fastening tape can for
example take the form of continuous strips of polyolefin
stems with a mushroom shaped top protruding up from a
backing, with the opposite side of the backing having a
conformable acrylic foam adhesive. The polyolefin stems
with mushroom shaped tops facing out from surface 180
engage the corresponding stems facing out from the lower
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surface of object 102 to prevent movement of the object 102
parallel to surface 180. In an example embodiment, 1n order
to enhance the grip between the object 102 and surface 180,
the tape strips used on the opposed surfaces have different
stem patterns. For example, tape used on the surface 180

could be 3M™ 5]J-3551 (which has straight rows of stems)

and the tape used on the back of the object 102 could be
3M™ S]J-3540 (which has stems that extend in rows that are

sinusoidal or wavy).

As shown in FIGS. 13 and 14, once the object 102 1is
secured to the mount assembly 106, the next step 1s to secure
the mount assembly 106 to the lock assembly 118 of the
anchor assembly 104. In FIG. 13, the lock device 120 of the
lock assembly 118 has been placed 1n an unlocked state by
key 122. The mount assembly 106 1s secured to the base by

iserting 1ts cylindrical anchor interface 164 into the open-
ing 192 of the lock assembly 106 as shown in FIG. 13, and
then pushing 1n locking cylinder 218 as shown in 14(A) and
14(B) of FIG. 14. When the locking cylinder 218 1s pushed
in, lock pin 198 (FIG. 4) 1s received within the circumfier-
ential groove 194 of the cylindrical anchor interface 164,
thereby preventing removal of the mount assembly 106 to
the lock assembly 118 until the lock device 120 1s subse-
quently released using key 122. As noted above, in an
example embodiment the lock assembly 118 1s provided
with an indexing mechanism that includes spring loaded
balls 200 that iteract with grooves 170 (FIG. §) in the
cylindrical anchor interface 164 to provide indexed 90
degree pivoting of the mount assembly 106 and displayed
object 102 as illustrated in 15A and 15B of FIG. 15.

As will be appreciated from the Figures and the above
description, when the mount assembly 106 1s secured to the
anchor assembly 104, access to the object clamp member
adjustment screw 168 1s restricted as the screw can only be
accessed from the back side of cylindrical anchor interface
164, which 1s locked within the lock assembly 118. Further-
more, the limited clearance between clamp screws 154 and
the forward surface of the lock assembly 118 prevents access
to the clamp screws 154. Accordingly, when the mount
assembly 106 1s secured to the anchor assembly 104, screws
168, 154 cannot be accessed to release the grip provided by
the mount assembly 106 on the object 102.

When an interested person such as a customer desires a
higher level of interaction with object 102, an authorized
person can release the mount assembly 106 by unlocking
lock device 120. As noted above, in some embodiments a
tether 108 can optionally be used with the system 100. In
particular, the tether 108 can provide a degree of security
when the mount assembly is released from the lock assem-
bly 118. In the i1llustrated embodiment, referring to FIGS. 3,
3A and 5, the tether can be used by 1nserting its threaded end
172 through the anchor assembly 104, and then screwing the
treaded end into the threaded opening 170 that 1s provided
at the back end of mount assembly anchor interface 164.
Enlarged end 208 of the tether 108 then prevents removal of
the tether 108 from the anchor assembly.

As noted above security system 100 can be provided with
a power cable 116 that extends through the anchor member
112 and includes a connector 126 on the lock housing 119.
In some embodiments, the system 100 may be configured to
accommodate third party power cords, and in this regard
FIGS. 16 and 17 illustrate an embodiment 1n which a
cooperating slot 220 and notch 224 are provided on the
cylindrical anchor member 112 and the lock housing 119 to
accommodate a third party power cable 222 for connection
to object 222.
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FIG. 18 illustrates a security system 226 according to
another example embodiment. Security system 226 1s 1den-
tical to system 100 except that clamp assembly 144 uses a
single piece arm clamp component 230 i place of base
member 150 and first clamp plate 152. Component 230
defines internal rectangular passage 146 for receiving and
clamping the ends of opposed clamp members 140, and has
a generally C-shaped cross-section such that a slot-like
opening 228 1s defined along the width of the clamp com-
ponent 230. Slot opening 228 permits clamp screws 114 to
be used to draw front and back plates 232, 234 of the
component 230 together to clamp the ends of opposed clamp
members 140.

FIGS. 19 to 21 illustrate a security system 236 according
to another example embodiment for securing an object 102
to a support member 210. Security system 236 1s identical to
systems 100 and 226 with the exception of differences that
will be apparent from the description and figures. FIGS. 19
and 20 show the security system 236 with 1ts mount assem-
bly 106 1n retracted and extended positions respectively, and
FIG. 21 shows an exploded view of the security system.

Unlike security systems 100 and 226, security system 236
does not include a locking assembly for rigidly locking the
mount assembly, but uses a recoiling tether assembly 242
from which a powered tether cable 240 extends. As shown
in the Figures, an extending end 244 of cable 240 1s secured
to the mount assembly 106, with the other end connected to
recoiler 246, and a central region of the cable passing
through the central opening 192 of anchor assembly 104.
The mount assembly 106 includes a cable interface 246
secures the forward end 244 of cable 240 to the clamp
assembly 144 of the mount assembly 106. In the 1llustrated
embodiment, cable interface 246 1includes a forward opening
252 that receives the protruding base interface 164 and 1is
secured by a pin 250 that extends into a slot 248 on the
anchor interface 164. The cable end 244 1s secured within
the cable interface 246 to secure the cable interface 246 to
the recoiler assembly. In the illustrated embodiment, cable
240 houses internal conductors that are electrically con-
nected to a plug interface 126 that 1s housed within the
interface 246, such that an intermediate power cord can be
connected between plug interface 126 and the object 102 at
least to provide power thereto.

In an example embodiment, a back end 254 of the anchor
interface and a forward end 238 of the anchor assembly 104
are complimentary shaped to maintain the object 102 1n a
desired display position as shown i FIG. 19 when the
recoller assembly has retracted cable 240. For example, the
back end 254 could be configured to extend into anchor
opening 192 and be engaged by the wall defining the anchor
opening 192.

In an example embodiment, the recoiler assembly 242 1s
configured to supply power to the conductors of cable 240,
and 1n this regard FIGS. 22 to 29 illustrate one possible
configuration of a recoiler assembly 242 that includes,
within housing 268, a slip ring 258 housing an stator/rotor
assembly 266, an clectrical terminal 264 connected to the
stator of the ship ring 258, a reel 260 for cable 240, and a
spring 262 biasing the reel 260 to recoil the cable 240.

In at least one example embodiment, the cable 240 15 a cut
resistant cable. By way of example, FIGS. 30 and 31
illustrate and embodiment 1n which cable 240 includes the
following: an inner core 270 including CAT 3 UTP (4
conductors), 24 AWG stranded copper wire with a soft PVC
jacket 272; overbraiding 274 made of 50% steel 278 and
50% Kevlar 280; and an outer jacket 276 formed from PCV

shrink sleeve. The combination of both steel and Kevlar may
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provide the enhanced cut resistance 1n some configurations.
Although either maternial alone 1s easily compromised (steel
by wire cutters; Kevlar by scissors or a razor blade), when
combined using an overbraiding techmique (weaving fine
strands of both materials together in a 1:1 ratio) they become
extremely dificult to cut, and requires the use of at least 2
different tools. Additionally, the stranded steel (as opposed
to solid core steel cable) has a tendency to loosen and
mushroom when compressed (1e: by wire cutters), making 1t
even more difficult to cut in a short amount of time.

In some embodiments, the material ratios could be dif-
ferent than 50% each; 1n some embodiments a cut proof
para-aramid synthetic fiber other than Kevlar could be used.

The recoiler assembly 242 can also be adapted for used 1n
systems 100 and 226.

The security systems described herein keeps the object
102 intact—the back of the device cannot be separated when
it 1s clamped 1n the security system.

In example embodiments, the security system 100 offers
modular versatility in that different types of anchor configu-
rations can be interchangeably used with anchor lock assem-
bly 118. In this regard, FIGS. 31-33 illustrate a security
system that 1s i1dentical to that of FIGS. 1 and 2, except
cylindrical anchor member 112 has been replaced with
anchor member 300. Anchor member 300 includes a first
plate member 302 that has fastening holes 310 extending
therethrough to accommodate screws 114 for securing the
first plate member 302 to the anchor lock assembly 118. First
plate member 302 defines a central opening 312 that com-
municates with a radial slot 314 such that a power cable can
pass through the center of plate 302. The plate 302 also
includes a pair of threaded standofls 308. The anchor
member 300 includes a back plate 304 that also defines a
circular power cable opening 320 that communicates with a
radial slot 306. Holes 322 are provided in back plate 304 for
receiving securing bolts 317, 318 that can be threaded into
standofls 308. In use, the anchor member 300 can be used to
mount the security device to a display structure having a slot
that extends between front and back surfaces. In particular,
standofls 308 can be 1nserted into the slot until first plate 302
rests against the front surface. Back plate 304 1s then secured
to the back surface by passing screws 317, 318 through holes
322 and into the standoils 308. The anchor assembly 106 can
then be slid along the slot and secured 1n a desired position
on the display structure by tightening bolts 317, 318 to
tightly engage the display structure between plates 302 and
304.

FIG. 36 1illustrates a security system that 1s 1dentical to
that of FIGS. 1 and 2, except cylindrical anchor member 112
has been replaced with anchor member 400. Anchor member
400 includes a circular plate 402 for securing to lock
assembly 118 with screws 114. A tubular shaft 404 extends
from the plate 402, and a front tflange 406 1s secured on shatt
404 for engaging the front surface of a display structure. A
back plate 408 1s slidably mounted on the shaft 404 and
includes a cylindrical clamp 410 with a tightening mecha-
nism 412 so that the back plate can be secured at various
locations along the shaft 404. In use, the anchor member 404
can be used to mount the security device to a display
structure having an opening therethrough that extends
between front and back surfaces. In particular, shaft 404 can
be 1nserted into the hole until flange 406 rests against the
front surface. Back plate 408 1s then slid onto the shaft 404
until 1t comes 1nto contact with the back surface, at which
point 1t can be secured in place by clamp 410. Screw holes
414 can provide a further security feature. In some embodi-
ments, a bolt or pin 416 can be provided through a lower end
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of the shaft 404 to provide a further barrier against removal
of the shait 404 from the front of the display structure.

In example embodiments, the clamp assembly 104 can be
varied and/or components within the clamp assembly 104
varied to provide further versatility to the security system. In
this regard, FIGS. 37 and 38 show a further example of a
security system that 1s similar to the system of FIGS. 1-17,
but includes modifications to the clamp assembly 144 of
mount assembly 106 to accommodate larger width objects
102. In this regard, the clamp assembly 144 of FIGS. 37 and
38 includes a longer clamp plate 152 and base member 150.
A pair of locking screws 154 pass through holes provided in
cach end of the base member 150 and corresponding slots 1n
the clamp member ends 148 into threaded hole pairs 156 in
the first clamp plate 152. In some embodiments, locking
screws 134 are equipped with a security head so that a
specialized tool 1s required to remove and tighten them. Ribs
or serrations 141 are provided on the top and bottom
surfaces of the clamp member arms 148 to cooperate with
corresponding ribs or serrations 141 provided on the respec-
tive surfaces of clamp passage 146.

In the example of FI1G. 37, the clamp plate 142 has wings
or upturned ends 504 to mitigate against a screwdriver attack
on the security system. Furthermore, a locating ring 512 1s
provided on the back of resilient spring plate 174 to receive
and guide the end of screw 168, and also prevent lateral
movement of the spring plate 174. Additionally, in the
example of FIG. 37, security plates 506 are secured by
screws 508 to the back of the base member 150. The plates
506 cover and protect screws 154. Screws 508 are positioned
to be blocked by the anchor assembly when the security
system 1s engaged.

FIGS. 39 and 40 illustrate a further example of a clamp
assembly that 1s similar to that shown in FIGS. 37 and 38,
but which extends even wider. FIGS. 35A and 35B show
another embodiment of a mount assembly 600 for use with
the security system 100. The embodiment of FIGS. 35A and
35B 1s stmilar to previously described embodiments except
that opposed clamp members 140 include rectangular rings
602 at the ends thereof. The rings 602 can be used to
simultaneously engage diagonal corners of object 102.

The various embodiments presented above are merely
examples and are 1n no way meant to limait the scope of this
disclosure. Variations of the innovations described herein
will be apparent to persons of ordinary skill in the art, such
variations being within the intended scope of the present
description. In particular, features from one or more of the
above-described embodiments may be selected to create
alternative embodiments comprised of a sub-combination of
features which may not be explicitly described above. In
addition, features from one or more of the above-described
embodiments may be selected and combined to create
alternative embodiments comprised of a combination of
features which may not be explicitly described above. Fea-
tures suitable for such combinations and sub-combinations
would be readily apparent to persons skilled 1n the art upon
review of the present application as a whole. The subject
matter described herein and in the recited claims intends to
cover and embrace all suitable changes 1n technology.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A mount assembly for securing to an object that has
front and back surfaces, comprising:

opposed clamp members having engagement members

for engaging the front surface of the object, and

a clamp assembly for releasably securing the clamp

members, the clamp assembly including opposed sur-
faces defining at least one passage for receiving ends of

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

the opposed clamp members, the opposed surfaces

being movable to each other to secure the clamp

members,

an adjustable object clamp member located on the clamp

assembly and having a forward facing surface for
applying a force against the back surface of the object,
the object clamp member being adjustable when the
object 1s located between the engagement members and
the object clamp member enabling the object to be
clamped between the engagement members and the
object clamp member, wherein the object clamp mem-
ber defines a rearwardly opening channel that slidably
receives the clamp assembly.

2. The mount assembly of claim 1 wherein the opposed
clamp member ends each comprise an arm slidably received
within the passage defined by the clamp assembly, the clamp
assembly 1ncluding a first clamp plate and a base member
with the passage being defined between them.

3. The mount assembly of claim 2 wherein locking screws
pass through holes provided 1n the base member and corre-
sponding slots 1n the clamp member ends into threaded holes
in the first clamp plate.

4. The mount assembly of claam 2 wherein ribs or
serrations are provided on surfaces of the clamp member
arms to cooperate with corresponding ribs or serrations
provided on respective surfaces that define the clamp pas-
sage.

5. The mount assembly of claim 2 wherein each clamp
member comprises a distal end including the engagement
member connected by an intermediate side arm 1n spaced
opposition to the clamp member arm, the distal ends being
configured to engage opposite side edges or diagonal corners
of the object.

6. A security system including an anchor assembly, and a
mount assembly according to claim 1, the anchor assembly
being configured to be secured to a stationary support, the
mount assembly being configured to be releasably secured to
the anchor assembly wherein the anchor assembly comprises
a power connector for connecting a power supply cord to the
object.

7. The security system of claim 6 wherein the mount
assembly can be rotated between indexed positions on the
anchor assembly.

8. The mount assembly of claim 1 wherein the at least one
passage defined by the clamp assembly encloses four sides
of each of the receirved ends of the clamp members.

9. The mount assembly of claim 1, wherein the object
clamp member 1s formed from plastic and a metal spring
plate.

10. A security system for securing an object that has front
and back surfaces, the security system comprising:

an anchor assembly configured to be secured to a station-

ary support and comprising a power connector for

connecting a power supply cord to the object; and

a mount assembly for securing to the object, comprising:

opposed clamp members having engagement members
for engaging the front surface to the object,

a clamp assembly for releasably securing the clamp
members, the clamp assembly including opposed
surfaces defining at least one passage for receiving
ends of the opposed clamp members, the opposed
surfaces being moveable to each other to secure the
clamp members, and

an adjustable object clamp member located on the
clamp assembly and having a forward facing surface
for applying a force against the back surface of the
object, the object clamp member being adjustable
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when the object 1s located between the engagement
members and the object clamp member enabling the
object to be clamped between the engagement mem-
bers and the object clamp member;

wherein when the mount assembly 1s locked to the anchor

assembly the object cannot be released from the mount

assembly.

11. The system of claim 10 wherein the anchor assembly
comprises a releasable lock assembly configured to lock the
mount assembly to the anchor assembly 1n a locked position
that allows pivoting of the anchor assembly relative to the
mount assembly but prevents separation of the mount
assembly from the anchor assembly.

12. A security system for securing an object that has front
and back surfaces, the security system comprising:

an anchor assembly configured to be secured to a station-

ary support and comprising a power connector for

connecting a power supply cord to the object; and

a mount assembly for securing to the object, comprising;:

opposed clamp members having engagement members
for engaging the front surface to the object,

a clamp assembly for releasably securing the clamp
members, the clamp assembly including opposed
surfaces defining at least one passage for receiving
ends of the opposed clamp members, the opposed
surfaces being moveable to each other to secure the
clamp members,
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an adjustable object clamp member located on the
clamp assembly and having a forward facing surface
for applying a force against the back surface of the
object, the object clamp member being adjustable
when the object 1s located between the engagement
members and the object clamp member enabling the
object to be clamped between the engagement mem-
bers and the object clamp member, and

a spigot that extends rearward of the clamp assembly,
the spigot comprising a central opeming housing an
adjustment screw for adjusting the adjustable object
clamp member, and

wherein the anchor assembly 1s configured to releasably

engage the spigot to secure the mount assembly,
wherein the adjustment screw 1s accessible for adjust-
ment when: the object 1s engaged by the opposed clamp
members and the spigot 1s not engaged by the anchor
assembly; and adjustment of the adjustment screw 1s
prevented when the spigot 1s engaged by the anchor
assembly.

13. The security system of claim 12 further comprising a
tether having a first end connected to the spigot and an
enlarged second end, the tether extending through the anchor
assembly to secure the mount assembly to the anchor
assembly.
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