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FISHING BAIT HOLDER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority from U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application 61/912,309 entitled “Fishing Bait
Holder” filed Dec. 35, 2013 which 1s hereby incorporated by

reference in 1ts entirety for all purposes.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to fishing bait
holders, and more particularly to fishing bait holders having,
a bait lifter therein for facilitating a user’s access to held bait.

BACKGROUND

Many fishing techniques employ the use of natural bait,
such as living or dead animals including minnows, worms,
leeches, shrimp, crawfish or any other bait. A number of
containers or holders for natural fishing bait are known,
many ol which generally involve some form of container
that 1s capable of holding fishing bait within as well as for
holding water within in some cases, all for use 1n containing,
and transporting bait. Some known containers mvolve 1nsu-
lating means for maintaining held bait at or near a target
temperature, 1n order to maintain bait freshness.

Among the problems encountered with bait holders
known 1n the art i1s that users are required to place their
fingers or some other means into the water 1n which the bait
1s held 1 order to remove individual animals or pieces of
bait before use. This process can be cold, unsanitary,
unpleasant for users that have an aversion to water 1n which
bait has been held, and potentially wastetul 1in circumstances
where the water becomes cloudy or discoloured and thus
some pieces of bait may be missed and eventually lost by the
user. Additionally, some of these contaimners have a fairly
large volume of space which makes 1t diflicult to capture the
bait (either with hands or with an apparatus).

An additional problem encountered with known bait
holders 1s that water in such holders, in which the bait 1s
held, may eventually become stale with the passage of time.
Such stale water may be lacking 1n oxygen, may be con-
taminated with waste, and may deviate from a target tem-
perature. In some cases, the staleness of the water may result
in the undesired death of bait animals before use. Addition-
ally, the staleness of the water may act to increase the
unpleasant or unsanitary nature of removing the bait there-
from by a user.

A further additional problem encountered with known
fishing bait holders 1s difliculty encountered by users when
attempting to gain access to held bait with only one hand.
Live bait animals have a tendency to squirm or swim away
from the user’s hand, or, 1n the case of bait such as crawfish,
to bite or pinch, and potentially injure the user. Further, the
use of any tools to attempt to 1solate or “catch’ the held bait
1s made dithcult during one-handed operation, for example
while the user’s other hand operates a fishing boat or other
fishing equipment such as a fishing rod or pole.

Yet an additional problem encountered with known {fish-
ing bait holders 1s that they may be unstable and prone to
talling over and spilling their contents. This may be par-
ticularly problematic in circumstances where the bait hold-
ers are subject to physical 1nstability, for example on board
a fishing boat.
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Yet another problem 1s that a large bait container for
sharing bait between two fishermen fishing from the same
boat may be awkward to access for both fishermen.

SUMMARY

r

The tfollowing presents a simplified summary of some
embodiments of the mvention 1n order to provide a basic
understanding of the invention. This summary 1s not an
extensive overview of the mvention. It 1s not intended to
identify key/critical elements of the invention or to delineate
the scope of the invention. Its sole purpose 1s to present some
embodiments of the mvention mm a simplified form as a
prelude to the more detailed description that 1s presented
later.

An 1nventive aspect of the disclosure 1s a fishing bait
holder comprising an outer wall and a base defining a bait
holding space having a bait opening for receiving bait to be
held, the base comprising a porous base member configured
to allow water to pass through the porous base member
while not allowing the bait to pass through the porous base
member, and a bait lifter for fitting iside the bait holding
space, the bait lifter configured to allow a user to lift the bait
within the bait holding space, thereby facilitating the user’s
access to the bait.

Another mventive aspect of the disclosure 1s a fishing bait
holder that includes a container having an outer wall and a
porous base plate together defining a bait-holding space
inside the container, an upper end of the container defining
a bait opening for receiving bait to be held, the base plate
comprising one or more holes to allow water to pass through
the holes in the base plate while blocking the bait from
passing through the holes of the base plate. The holder also
includes a bait-lifting scoop dimensioned to fit mside the
bait holding space of the container, the bait-lifting scoop
movable upwards relative to the outer wall to lift the bait
within the bait holding space to thereby facilitate access to
the bait.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a fishing bait holder 1n
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of a bait lifter component,
having a strainer member defining a concave, hemispherical
bait-straining space, of a fishing bait holder 1n accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of a bait lifter component,
having a strainer member defining a conical bait straiming
space, of a fishing bait holder in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of a bait trapping member
component of a fishing bait holder in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. § 1s a perspective view of a bait holder 1n accordance
with another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 1s an exploded view of the bait holder of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of a bait holder in accordance
with another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 1s an exploded view of the bait holder of FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view of a bait holder 1n accordance
with another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 1s an exploded view of the bait holder of FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 1s a perspective view ol a container of the bait
holder.

FIG. 12 1s a side view of the bait holder of FIG. 11.

FIG. 13 1s a front view of the bait holder of FIG. 11.
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FIG. 14 1s a bottom view of the bait holder of FIG. 11.
FIG. 15 1s a perspective view ol a scoop.

FIG. 16 1s an exploded view of the scoop of FIG. 15.
FI1G. 17 1s a perspective of a boat mount bracket assembly.
FIG. 18 1s an exploded view of the boat mount bracket

assembly of FIG. 17.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
EMBODIMENTS

(L]

In the following description, various embodiments of the
present invention will be described. For purposes of expla-
nation, specific configurations and details are set forth in
order to provide a thorough understanding of the embodi-
ments. However, 1t will also be apparent to one skilled in the
art that the present invention may be practiced without the
specific details. Furthermore, well-known features may be
omitted or simplified in order not to obscure the embodiment
being described.

FIG. 1 depicts a fishing bait holder 10 according to one
embodiment of the present invention. An outer wall 12, and
a base, which includes a porous base member 14, collec-
tively define a bait holding space 16 having a bait opening
18 for receiving bait B to be held. In some embodiments, the
bait opening 18 may also be used for receiving water W for
use as a medium for containing the bait B within the bait
holding space 16. In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 1, the
outer wall 12 and the porous base member 14 define a
cylindrical bait holding space 16 having a circular bait
opening 18. In other embodiments, not shown, the outer wall
12 and the porous base member 14 may define a bait holding
space 16 having other suitable shapes, for example that of a
rectangular prism, and the bait opening 18 may also take
other shapes, for example that of a rectangle or square.

In some embodiments, the fishing bait holder 10 1s made
wholly of plastic materials, but a variety of other suitable
materials, including rubber, metal, wood, or glass, may be
used for manufacture of some or all of the components of the
fishing bait holder 10.

Porous base member 14 1s configured to allow water W to
pass therethrough while not allowing bait B to pass there-
through. In the embodiment depicted, the bait B to be held
1s minnows, and the pores 1n the porous base member 14 are
small holes that are si1zed accordingly to prevent the passage
of minnows therethrough. In other embodiments, the porous
base member 14 may comprise a sieve, or could comprise
pores, holes or apertures having any appropriate diameter or
shape, which diameter and shape may vary according to the
form of bait B to be held. In one embodiment, the pores,
holes or apertures all have the same size and shape and are
equally spaced in the base member although in other
embodiments, the pores, holes or apertures may not all be of
the same size and shape and/or may be spaced irregularly on
the base member. Other forms of bait B to be held by the
present fishing bait holder 10 to be held include worms,
shrimp, leeches and crawfish.

A bait lifter 20, suitably configured for fitting inside the
bait holding space 16, 1s configured to allow a user to lift the
bait B within the balt holding Space 16 and out of the water
W, thereby facilitating the user’s access to the bait B. In the
embodiments depicted i FIGS. 1 and 2, the bait lifter 20 1s
porous and configured to act as a strainer, and 1n use, a user
cllectively strains the bait B from the water W 1n which it 1s
held. In other embodiments, the bait lifter may be otherwise
configured, for example as a flat plate which may be porous
Or NONporous.
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In the embodiments depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, the bait
lifter 20 1s made of a straimner member 22, which 1s appro-
priately configured to allow water to pass therethrough while
not allowing bait to pass therethrough, to which a handle 1s
attached. In the embodiment depicted, the handle includes a
lifting knob 26 coupled to a lifting rod 24, which 1s attached

to a strainer member 22. As shown in FIG. 3, the strainer
member 22 may define a conically shaped straining space, in
order to facilitate gathering of bait to be lifted. In other
embodiments, the strainer member 22 may define other
suitable shapes, including concave or hemispherical shapes,
as shown 1n FIG. 2. The strainer member 22 may also define
a tlat plate, which may be porous, as depicted 1n FIG. 1. In
some embodiments, the strainer member 22 1s configured to
fit within the bait holding space 16 such that bait B cannot
pass between the strainer member 22 and the outer wall 12.
In certain embodiments, the strainer member 22 or the bait
lifter 20 1tself may comprise a flexible resilient member, for
example a ring member which may comprise a mesh mate-
rial, disposed about the outer rim of the strainer member 22,
to further prevent the passage of bait B between the outer
wall 12 and the stramner member 22, thereby reducing the
probability that bait B will become trapped or damaged
between the strainer member 22 and the porous base mem-
ber 14, which 1s of particular potential concern 1n embodi-
ments where the strainer member 22 comprises a flat plate,
as shown by way of example 1 FIG. 1.

In the embodiments depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, the bait
lifter 20 further includes a resting member 28 for resting on
a portion of the fishing bait holder 10, for example on the
inner surtace of the outer wall 12, or on the lip 30 of the bait
opening 18, thereby allowing a user to maintain the bait
lifter 20 1n a lifted position. In use, a user grasps the handle,
lifts the bait litter 20, thereby lifting bait B from the water
W 1n which it 1s held, and may, by use of the resting member
28, rest the bait lifter 20 on the lip 30 of the bait opening 18
while having facilitated access to the bait B. The resting
member 28 may be of particular assistance to users in
applications where one-handed operation of the bait lifter 20
1s required, overcoming one drawback of fishing buckets
such as that taught by Canadian Patent 1,201,291 to Ward et
al. For example, 1n use a user may be operating a fishing boat
or fishing line with one hand, while using a free hand to
grasp the bait lifter 20 by the handle. The user may then Iift
the bait lifter 20, removing bait B from the water W,
maintain the bait lifter 20 1n place by placement of the
resting member 28 on the lip 30 of the bait opening 18, and
may then easily remove bait animals one at a time from the
bait holding space 16. In the embodiments depicted in FIGS.
1 and 2, the rest member 1s hook shaped, but other possible

resting means, mcluding numerous physical configurations
or other means of removable attachment of the bait lifter 20
to the outer wall 12 or lip 30, are possible.

The porous base member 14 allows for facilitated refresh-
ment of water W 1n which the bait B 1s held. For example,
in certain embodiments, the fishing bait holder 10 may be
placed 1n a body of water, for example a small puddle, a lake,
a stream, an ocean, or in a pool of contained or circulating
water 1n a storage facility, for example 1n a bait shop, such

that water freely moves in and out of the bait holding space
16 through the porous base member 16, thus refreshing the
water W 1in which the bait B 1s held. In certain embodiments,
the bait opeming 18 may be covered by a lid 36, 1n order to
prevent bait B from escaping into the surrounding water
during such use. Another means of refreshing the water 1s to




US 9,918,460 B2

S

remove the bottom lid to allow the water to flow out. The
user may then re-attach the bottom lid and pour 1n fresh
water from the top opening.

In circumstances where the water depth 1s appropnately
shallow, or where the bait opening 18 1s maintained above
the water line 1n some manner, for example by attaching the
fishing bait holder to a substrate such as a boat or dock by
means ol an attachment means 38, the problem of bait
escape may be circumvented without need for covering the
bait opening with a lid 36 or otherwise. Such attachment
means 38 may include or be one, two, or more suction cups,
as shown 1n the embodiment depicted in FIG. 1, or may be
adhesive, Velcro™, clips, or other suitable means for tem-
porarily or permanently attaching the fishing bait holder 10
to a substrate. In another embodiment, the attachment means
may be a two-piece attachment means that includes a base
mounted to a boat or other substrate for detachably mating
with a detachable connector secured to the bait holder 1.
Multiple bases may be mounted to the boat or other substrate
for detachably receiving the bait holder 10: The substrate
may be a boat, dock, or structure such as a portable chair or
a seat within a fishing boat. Attaching the fishing bait holder
10 to such a substrate may be desirable 1n applications where
one-handed operation 1s required, or in circumstances of
physical instability, for example 1n a rocking or moving
boat, which may otherwise result in bait spillage or tossing,
and rolling of the fishing bait holder 10 about the boat.

In some embodiments, where the bait opening 18 1s
circular, the lid 36 may be configured for threaded engage-
ment with the outer wall 12. In other embodiments (not
shown), other means of removable attachment of the lid 36
to the fishing bait holder 10, for example by friction {it, clips,
or other suitable arrangement, may be employed.

In the embodiment shown 1 FIG. 1, a base cap 32 1s
depicted, for preventing water from passing to or from the
bait holding space 16 through the base. In use, the base cap
32 may be placed over the base of the fishing bait holder 10
when use of the fishing bait holder 10 completely outside of
water 1s desired. For example, when a user has finished
fishing for the day, or 1s moving from one body of water to
the next, the user may place the base cap 32 on the fishing
bait holder 10, thereby closing the base, add water W to the
bait holding space 16, and freely move the fishing bait
holder 10 away from the body of water without risk of the
held bait B becoming dry. In such applications, a user may
then wish to place the lid 36 1n place, thereby preventing
accidental spillage of the contents of the fishing bait holder
10 durning transport, preventing pillaging of the bait contents
by predators such as raccoons or pelicans, mvasion of the
contents by pests such as flies or other 1nsects, and reducing
undesirable heating or cooling of such contents during
transport and/or storage.

In some embodiments, where the base 1s circular, the base
cap 32 may be configured for threaded engagement with the
outer wall 12. In other embodiments, as with the lid 36, other
means of removable attachment of the base cap 32 to the
fishing bait holder 10, for example by friction fit, clips, or
other suitable arrangement, may be employed.

With reference to FIG. 4, in certain embodiments, a bait
trapping member 40 may be included for use a part of the
fishing bait holder 10. While one primary function of the
fishing bait holder 10 1s holding fishing bait B, by using the
bait trapping member 40, a user may ellectively achieve a
second, synergistic, primary function, namely trapping bait
B, which may then be held. The bait trapping member 40
may be partly or wholly formed by a trap wall 42, which
may be porous to facilitate movement of water therethrough,
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while not allowing bait to pass therethrough. When the bait
trapping member 40 1s placed over the bait opening 18, the
configuration of the trap wall 40 1s suitable to allow bait
amimals to enter the bait holding space 16 while impairing
the escape of bait animals from the bait holding space 16. In
one configuration, as shown i FIG. 3, the trap wall 42
defines a generally frustoconical space, with a trap opening
46 at the apex of the frustoconical space, suitably sized to
allow bait animals, such as minnows, to pass therethrough.
When placed over the bait opening 18, the bait trapping
member 40 depicted 1n FIG. 3 1s oriented such that the apex
ol the frustoconical space points 1nto the bait holding space.
In the embodiment depicted 1n FIG. 3, the rim 44 of the bait
trapping member 40 1s suitably configured for threaded
engagement with the outer wall 12 at the bait opening 18.

In use, a user may remove the lid 36, and, optionally, the
base cap 32, and/or bait lifter 20, 11 those parts are currently
being used, from the fishing bait holder 10. The user may
place the bait trapping member 40 over the bait opening 18,
and may secure the bait trapping member 40 1n place, for
example by threaded engagement of the rim 44 with corre-
sponding threads on the outer wall 12. The user may then
immerse the fishing bait holder 10 1n a body of water, for
example a stream or lake, at a depth that 1s at least great
enough to ensure that a portion of the trap opeming 46 1is
below the water line. The fishing bait holder 10 may be
secured 1n place, for example by use of attachment means 38
to attach the fishing bait holder 10 to a suitable substrate,
such as a dock, a boat, or natural structure such as a log or
rock. Minnows or other bait animals may then inadvertently
enter the bait holding space 16 through the trap opening 46,
and be subsequently impaired from leaving the bait holding
space 16 due to the configuration of the bait trapping
member 40. After some time, the user returns to collect the
fishing bait holder 10 and the fresh bait thus trapped within
for use 1 fishing. The bait trapping member 40 may be
removed, one or more of the base cap 32, lid 36 and bait
lifter 20 may be replaced, holding the trapped bait and some
water within the bait holding space 16, and the user may the
displace the fishing bait holder 10, and the held bait within,
to a desired fishing place. The fishing bait holder 10 may be
attached via one or more suction cups, fasteners, adhesives
or other attaching means to a hull of a boat or to any other
suitable surface. The fishing bait holder 10 may also be used
for sportsmen wishing to fish from a hydroplane or float
plane, 1.e. by standing or sitting on one of the pontoons while
the plane 1s floating on water. The bait holder may be
attached to the pontoon or fuselage, for example. The bait
holder 10 may also be attached to the side of a personal
watercralt or jet-ski, from a kayak or other type of boat.

In another embodiment, an oxygen-releasing puck may be
placed below the porous basket to oxygenate the water. In
this 1nstance, one or more small pinholes may be provided
on the top lid to exhaust the extra gas being produced by the
puck. In another embodiment, 1ce may be added to the water
to keep the water cool. For example, in one embodiment, ice
and/or an oxygen puck may be placed 1n space 16 (above the
porous bottom but below the scoop). In other embodiments,
ice or an oxygen puck may be placed anywhere within the
container. In another embodiment, the container may be
insulated for winter use.

A bait holder 1n accordance with further embodiments of
the present invention are illustrated in FIGS. 5-18. In
general, fishing bait holder 10 includes a container having an
outer wall 12 and a porous base plate 14 together defining a
bait-holding space inside the container, an upper end of the
container defiming a bait opening 18 for recerving bait to be
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held, the base plate 14 comprising one or more holes 15 to
allow water to pass through the holes 1n the base plate while
blocking the bait from passing through the holes of the base
plate. The holder includes a bait-lifting scoop 20 dimen-
sioned to fit inside the bait holding space of the container,
the bait-lifting scoop movable upwards relative to the outer
wall to lift the bait within the bait holding space to thereby
tacilitate access to the bait. The holder may be used alone or
shared. For example, the user may remove the rod and scoop
and pass this to another fishermen in the boat so that the
other fisherman can choose a bait.

In the embodiment depicted by way of example 1n FIGS.
5 and 6, the bait holder 10 includes a container defined by
a curved or cylindrical outer container wall 12. The holder
thus forms 1n this embodiment a substantially cylindrically
shaped container. The holder 10 includes upper external
threads 11 (extending downwardly from the rim 30) and
lower external threads 13 (extending upwardly from the
bottom of the wall 12). A base 32 (or “base cap”) has internal
threads that engage the lower external threads 13. A lid 36
(or “lid cap”) has internal threads that engage the upper
external threads 11 to enclose the holder. When removed,
bait may be inserted into the holder via upper opening 18.
The holder includes a scoop 20 (or bait lifter) which 1s
disposed inside the internal space defined by the container
wall 12. An attachment mechanism 33 1s secured to the wall
12 of the holder 10. The attachment mechanism 35 includes
an attachment means such as suction cups 48. The suction
cups (“mushroom head suction cups™). have nipples 48a that
connect to slots in the attachment mechanism 35 as will be
claborated below 1n greater detail.

In the embodiment depicted by way of example 1n FIGS.
7 and 8, the attachment mechanism 35 of the bait holder 10
slides onto a rail mount 49 that may be secured by two
fasteners to a boat structure or other object. The rail mount
49 1ncludes two parallel slots 49a for receiving rails.

In the embodiment depicted by way of example 1n FIGS.
9 and 10, the bait holder 10 includes a boat mount bracket
50 that connects to the rail mount 49.

FIGS. 11-14 present perspective, side, front and bottom
views ol a container of the bait holder 10 1n accordance with
one particular embodiment. In the embodiment depicted 1n
FIGS. 11 and 12, the 11d 36 and the base 32 may be the same
cap. In the front view of FIG. 13, the attachment mechanism
35 includes two parallel rails 60 for sliding in the slots 49a
shown in FIG. 8 and FIG. 10. FIG. 13 also depicts the
suction cup receptacles 62 and grooves 64 (1.e. key hole
slots) 1into which the mipples 48a of the suction cups 48 are
inserted and slid.

In the bottom view of FIG. 14, there 1s a strainer plate 14
that includes a plurality of holes or apertures 15. The holes
or apertures 15 may be disposed in a star-shaped layout, as
shown by way of example, or they may configured in any
other arrangement. The number of holes may also be varied.
The diameter of the holes may be varied provided they are
small enough to retain the smallest bait.

FIGS. 15 and 16 present perspective and exploded views
of a scoop 20 (or “bait lifter”) in accordance with one
particular embodiment. In the embodiment depicted by way
of example 1 FIGS. 15 and 16, the scoop 20 includes a
strainer plate 22 having holes through which water flows
while retaining the bait inside the scoop. The scoop includes
a rotating rod 24 and an upper knob 26. The rotating rod {its
into a bore 23 of a socket 25a. An arm 28 1s connected to the
rod. The arm has a notch 29 (or slit or groove) 1 an
underside of the arm. The rod and arm may be rotated to
hook the notch of the arm onto the rim 30 of the holder. The
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bottom of the rod may have a flared, bulbous, widened or
arrow-shaped nose 27 to be inserted axially downwardly
through the bore and to lock the rod axially relative to the
socket so that lifting the rod causes the entire scoop to liit.

FIGS. 17 and 18 present perspective and exploded views
of a boat mount bracket assembly 1n accordance with one
particular embodiment. The boat mount bracket 50 has two
holes 52 that align with holes 54 1n the rail mount 49. These
holes may be used to fasten the boat mount bracket to the rail
mount, 1.e. the holes on the rail mount and the bracket are for
screws, nuts and bolts or any other suitable type of fasteners.
The boat mount bracket has a channel-shaped section to {it
over the side of the typically sized hull of a small boat or
watercraft. The holder may also be mounted on to a pair of
spaced-part screws or anchors that are inserted into a gen-
erally vertical surface, e.g. a wood plank, board, wall or
other such component.

Other attachment mechanisms include, for example, two-
way tape or adhesive on the rail mount, Velcro, clips, snaps,
or other connectors or fasteners on the rail mount. The
holder may also have a belt slit or a belt clip. A belt slit 1s
specifically designed to {it on a belt. Alternatively, a belt clip
having two holes 1s able to hold the rail mount. In each case,
the user can carry the holder hands-iree. The holder may also
be placed unsecured on a tlat surface or mserted into a drink
holder.

In other embodiments, the bottom cap may incorporate an
acrating mechanism for aerating the water in the holder.
Similarly, the top cap may optionally contain a venting
mechanism. These mechanisms may be manually operated
or battery-powered. Each of the caps may have a string,
cord, chain or equivalent to keep the caps loosely connected
to the holder, 1.e. to prevent the caps from being lost or from
falling 1into the water.

The use of the terms “a” and “an” and “the” and similar
referents 1n the context of describing the mvention (espe-
cially in the context of the following claims) are to be
construed to cover both the singular and the plural, unless
otherwise indicated herein or clearly contradicted by con-
text. The terms “comprising,” “having,” “including,” and
“containing” are to be construed as open-ended terms (i.e.,
meaning “including, but not limited to,”) unless otherwise
noted. The term “connected” 1s to be construed as partly or
wholly contained within, attached to, or joined together,
even 11 there 1s something intervening. Recitation of ranges
of values herein are merely intended to serve as a shorthand
method of referring individually to each separate value
falling within the range, unless otherwise indicated herein,
and each separate value 1s incorporated nto the specification
as 1f 1t were individually recited herein. All methods
described herein can be performed in any suitable order
unless otherwise indicated herein or otherwise clearly con-
tradicted by context. The use of any and all examples, or
exemplary language (e.g., “such as™) provided herein, is
intended merely to better i1lluminate embodiments of the
invention and does not pose a limitation on the scope of the
invention unless otherwise claimed. No language i1n the
specification should be construed as indicating any non-
claimed element as essential to the practice of the invention.

The embodiments of the invention described above are
intended to be exemplary only. As will be appreciated by
those of ordinary skill in the art, to whom this specification
1s addressed, many obvious variations, modifications, and
refinements can be made to the embodiments presented
herein without departing from the inventive concept(s) dis-
closed 1n this specification. The scope of the exclusive right
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sought by the applicant 1s therefore intended to be limited
solely by the appended claims.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A fishing bait holder comprising;:

a container having an outer wall and a porous base plate
together defining a bait-holding space inside the con-
taimner, an upper end of the container defining a bait
opening for receiving bait to be held, the base plate
comprising one or more holes to allow water to pass
through the one or more holes 1n the base plate while
blocking the bait from passing through the one or more
holes 1n the base plate;

a bait-lifting scoop dimensioned to {it inside the bait-
holding space of the container, the bait-lifting scoop
movable upwards relative to the outer wall to lift the
bait within the bait-holding space to thereby facilitate
access to the bait wherein the scoop comprises a
rotatable rod attached thereto to facilitate lifting of the
scoop, wherein the rotatable rod 1s rotatable about a
longitudinal axis of the rotatable rod relative to the
SCOOP;

an arm connected orthogonally to the rotatable rod and
having an underside notch for resting the scoop 1n an
clevated position by rotating the arm and hooking the
notch on a rim of the outer wall; and

a solid base cap for covering the base plate.
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2. The fishing bait holder of claim 1 wherein the bait-
lifting scoop comprises one or more holes to allow water to
pass through the one or more holes of the scoop while
blocking the bait from passing through the one or more holes
of the scoop.

3. The fishing bait holder of claim 2 wherein the scoop 1s
dimensioned to fit within the bait-holding space of the
container such that the bait cannot pass between the scoop
and the outer wall.

4. The fishing bait holder of claim 1 wherein the base cap
1s threaded to engage lower threads on the outer wall.

5. The fishing bait holder of claim 1 further comprising a
lid cap for covering the bait opening.

6. The fishing bait holder of claim 5 wherein the lid cap
1s threaded to engage upper threads on the outer wall.

7. The fishing bait holder of claim 1 further comprising an

attachment mechanism for detachably mounting the fishing
bait holder.

8. The fishing bait holder of claim 7 wherein the attach-
ment mechanism comprises one or more suction cups.

9. The fishing bait holder of claim 7 wherein the attach-
ment mechanism comprises rails for engaging slots in a rail
mount.
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