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SMOKER BOX WITH INTEGRATED
HUMIDIFIER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s a continuation-in-part of U.S. Design
patent application No. 29/406,351 filed Nov. 11, 2011, now
pending.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to barbecue grill-
ing accessories and more particularly to smoker boxes used
to tlavor foods being cooked on the barbecue.

Smoker boxes are often used i1n barbecue grills for fla-
voring food. Typically wood chips or the like placed in the
smoker box are first soaked 1n water, or other liquids, such
as wine, beer, or whiskey, to generate smoke when the
smoker box 1s heated by the grill’s heat source. Smoke from
the smoker box circulates within the barbecue grill and
infuses the food placed on the grill grate with flavor. Various
food flavoring effects can be achieved by using different
types of wood. For example, heavy woods, like mesquite
and pecan woods, have a stronger smoke flavor than fruit
woods, such as apple and cherry.

Existing smoker boxes, however, only supply flavoring
smoke. They provide no facility for humidifying the air
within the air space surrounding the food as it 1s being
cooked. This 1s a serious drawback 1n that without a humid
atmosphere the food can dry out and have a propensity to
burn. Separate humidifiers have been devised for barbecues,
but such humidifiers are typically designed to be placed near
the food where they would be most effective. Such separate
humidifying units also add to the equipment needed by the
barbecue chetl and add cost to equipping the barbecue chef
with the tools he or she needs to produce the best possible
cooking experiences.

The present mvention greatly expands the functional
capabilities of existing smoker boxes and allows the barbe-
cue chef to mtroduce flavoring smoke into the barbecue
chamber for flavoring the food being cooked while at the
same time humidilying the atmosphere surrounding the
food. The invention eliminates the need for separate humaidi-
tying devices for barbecues, and provides a means for
locating the source of added humidity where it can produce
the greatest impact on the barbecuing experience.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention 1s directed to a smoker box having an
integrated humidifying function whereby flavoring smoke
and moistening humidifier vapor, typically water vapor, can
be produced and circulated up 1nto a barbecue grill from a
single device. The smoker box 1s comprised of a container
body having a top and at least one top opening at its top
through which smoke and moistening vapors can pass. At
least two 1solated compartments are provided in the con-
tainer body. One of the at least two compartments 1s capable
of holding wood chips or the like for producing a flavoring
smoke when the smoker box 1s heated. The other of the at
least two compartments i1s capable of holding a liqud
separate from but 1n close proximity to the wood chips or the
like, such that moistening vapors are produced in conjunc-
tion with flavoring smoke when the smoker box 1s heated.
The compartments in the container body are positioned such
that both the flavoring smoke and moistening vapors pro-
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2

duced 1n the compartments when the smoker box 1s heated
circulate up through the at least one top opeming 1n the top
of the container body.

In one aspect of the invention 1solated wood chip and fluid
compartments are self-contained within the container body.
In another aspect of the invention the wood chip and fluid
compartments can be provided 1n a drawer that can be pulled
out to replenish the segregated fluids and wood chips.

In still a further aspect of the imnvention a top cover to the
smoker box can be provided on which the food being cooked
can placed for cooking.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A 1s a top perspective view of a smoker box with
integrated humidifier in accordance showing the mmvention
with the lid of the smoker box 1n a closed position.

FIG. 1B 1s another top perspective view thereof with the
lid open, showing the separate wood chip compartment and
fluid compartments of the smoker box.

FIG. 1C 1s a cross-sectional view thereot 1n side elevation.

FIG. 2 1s a top perspective view ol another embodiment
of a smoker box with an integrated humidifier 1n accordance
with the mvention showing the lid of the smoker box open.

FIG. 3 1s a graphical representation of an exemplary
barbecue grill showing how a smoker box such as shown 1n
FIGS. 1A-1C would be placed 1n the barbecue.

FIG. 4A 15 a top perspective view of yet another embodi-
ment of a smoker box with integrated humidifier in accor-
dance with the mvention showing the accessible wood chip
and fluid holding tray of the smoker box 1n a closed position.

FIG. 4B 1s a top perspective view thereol showing the
accessible wood chip and fluid holding tray of the smoker
box 1n an open position.

FIG. 4C 1s an exploded top perspective view thereof
showing more clearly the different parts of the smoker box.

FIG. SA 15 a side elevational view thereof.

FIG. 5B 1s a cross-sectional view thereof taken along
section lines 5B-5B 1n FIG. 4A.

FIG. 6 1s an exploded top perspective view of a further
embodiment of the invention, which improves circulation of
smoke and humiditying vapor within the barbecue grill.

DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawings, FIGS. 1A-1C illustrate a first
version ol a smoker box which has an integrated humidifier
in accordance with the invention. The smoker box 11
includes a container body 13 that 1s elongated and triangu-
larly shaped (an inverted triangle) and that has angled side
walls 15 and triangularly shaped end walls 17 that form an
interior region 19. The top 20 of the container body 1s at the
base of the inverted triangle and provides a top opening 21
through which wood chips or the like and a fluid or fluids,
typically water, can be introduced into the interior region of
the smoker box. This interior region 1s divided into at least
two smaller 1solated compartments, which include at least
one compartment for holding woods chips or the like, and at
least one compartment for holding a fluid 1n close proximity
to the wood chip compartment within the same smoker box.

It 1s seen that, 1n this illustrated embodiment, there are
three compartments 19a, 195, 19¢ arranged side-by-side in
a row of contiguous compartments. These contiguous com-
partments are formed by providing two divider walls 23 1n
interior region 19. The center compartment 196 1s shown
filled with wood chips 25, and the side compartments are
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shown filled with a fluid 27. Whale this 1s the most suitable
distribution of the fluid and the wood chips between the
contiguous compartments, 1t 1s possible for the wood chips
and fluid to be distributed between other compartments, so
long as wood chips and fluid are not placed 1n the same
compartment. For example, it would be possible to add
wood chips to the outer compartments 194 and 19¢ and fill
or partially fill the center compartment 1956 with a fluid.
While the compartments are shown as contiguous compart-
ments, the compartments need not be contiguous. However,
preferably the compartments will be 1n close proximity to
cach other to concentrate the smoke from the wood chips
and the rising moisture from the fluid holding compartments
in the region where the food 1s being cooked.

It can also be seen that the smoker box 11 illustrated in
FIG. 1A-1C also has a Iid 29 having a plurality of vent holes
31, which covers the top opening 21 of the container body
13. Preferably, the holes 1n the lid are distributed evenly over
the lid, however, a non-uniform hole pattern would be
possible, but should extend over enough of the lid to allow
both smoke from the heated wood chips and moisture from
the heated fluid to pass through the lid. The lid may be a
separate part that 1s freely removable from the top of the
container body, or it may be attached to one of the longi-
tudinal edges 33 of the container such as by hinges 35, so
that the 1id, which 1s shown 1n the closed position, can be
pivoted to an open position for filling and emptying the
smoker box.

FIG. 2 shows an alternative embodiment of a smoker box
in accordance with the invention, wherein the smoker box
has a generally rectangular shaped container body 37 instead
of a triangular shaped body as seen 1n the embodiment
shown 1n FIGS. 1A-1C. For similarly sized boxes, the inner
rectangular compartment 39 of this embodiment would
provide a greater volume than the triangular compartment of
the foregoing embodiment. The three rectangular shaped
compartments 39a, 395, 39¢, are shown separately holding
a volume of woods chips 41 (center compartment) and fluids
43 (side compartments) in close proximity to each other as
in the previous embodiment. The hinged lid 45, which
provides a top cover for the top opeming 40 of inner
compartment 39, 1s seen to have vent holes 1n the form of
clongated slots 47 extending substantially the length of the
l1id. Slots 47 preferably extend over all of the compartments
39a, 39H, 39¢ to permit wood smoke and moisture to
ciiciently vent out of the box and into the region of the
barbeque were the food 1s being cooked.

FI1G. 3 1llustrates how a trnangularly shaped smoker box in
accordance with the invention such as shown in FIGS.
1A-1C would be placed 1n a barbeque having wedge shaped
heat detlector bars. In FIG. 3, the 1llustrated gas cooking grill
51 1s seen to have a heat source 1n the form of parallel gas
burners 53, a cooking grate 35 above the burners, and
parallel heat detlector bars 57a, 57b, 57¢ positioned above
the gas burners between the burners and the grate. Each heat
deflector bar has an apex 59 and walls 61, 63 that spread
downwardly away from the apex. The spread walls of the
heat detlector bars are seen to form a series of triangularly
shaped trough regions 65 between adjacent bars 1n which the
triangularly shaped smoker illustrated 1mn FIGS. 1A and 1B
can be placed so as to be operatively supported below the
barbecue grate 55 on which the food is set.

FIGS. 4A-4C and 5A-5B 1illustrate yet another smoker
box 1n accordance with the invention having a drawer that
can be pulled out to replenish the fluids and wood chips 1n
the smoker box. In this version of the invention, smoker box
71 1s comprised of a container body 1n the form of a base pan
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73 having a top 74 with top opening 75 and a front end
opening 77. A perforated top cover plate or lid 79 fits over
the top opening of the base pan thus forming the top of the
smoker box, and drawer 81 for the wood chips and fluids
slides 1into the open end 77 of the base pan. Perforated cover
plate 79 and the underlying base pan 73 are preferably sized
to provide enough surface area on the cover plate to support
food directly on the smoker box. By providing a cooking
surface on top of the smoker box the food can be placed 1n
close proximity to the source of the flavoring smoke and
moisturizing vapor.

The base pan 1s suitably formed by a bottom wall 83,
vertical side walls 84, and a back wall 85, and can have side
support structures, suitably 1n the form of side plates 87
extending outwardly from the top of pan’s side walls 84,
which can serve as handles for lifting the smoker box.
Capture slots 89 can be provided in the side plates for
receiving tabs 91 projecting downwardly from the side
edges 92 of top plate 79. The tabs 91 will act to hold the top
plate 1n place when the top plate 1s set onto the base pan.

The drawer, which 1s part of the container body, 1s divided
into 1solated sections or compartments for holding both
wood chips and a fluid. In the illustrated embodiment the
drawer has two narrow front and back fluid holding com-
partments 93, 94, each of which 1s bounded on four sides by
vertical walls, namely, narrow walls 95, 97 and long walls
96a, 966 and 98a, 98H. A center region or compartment 99
for holding wood chips 1s formed between the two tluid
holding compartments such that there i1s a relatively large
compartment for wood chips and two smaller fluid compart-
ments. When the drawer 1s pulled out of the base pan, this
center compartment 1s sideless, being formed by the bottom
drawer wall 101 and the interior vertical walls of 96a, 984
of the fluid holding trays. When slid into the base pan, this
center compartment becomes bounded on the sides by the
side walls 83 of base pan 73 for containment of the wood-
chips placed on the bottom drawer wall 101 when the drawer
1s pulled out. Providing a partially sideless drawer has
particular advantages. When the drawer 1s slid out of the
base pan to replenish the wood chips, the spent wood chips
can easily be scrapped out of the drawer into a container for
disposal or storage.

FIG. 6 shows a further embodiment of the invention 1n
which improvements are achieved in the circulation of
smoke and humidifying moisture within the barbecue grill.
In this embodiment, an array of air passage opemings 103 1s
distributed about the center region of the bottom wall 101 of
drawer 81 which support the wood chips, while a corre-
sponding array of air passage openings 107 is provided 1n
the bottom wall 83 of the base pan 73. The openings 1035 in
the drawer’s bottom wall are positioned such that they
register with the openings 107 1n the base pan’s bottom wall
when the drawer 1s pushed all the way 1n to an operative
position within the base pan. In the illustrated embodiment,
the drawer 1s 1n an operative position when the back of the
drawer reaches the base pan’s back wall 85. While the air
passage openings 1n the base pan and drawer are shown as
square openings, 1t will be understood that openings of other
shapes could be used and that the openings would not have
to be provided in a uniform array. For example, a distribu-
tion of circular or triangular openings could be provided, or
the openings could be 1n the form of long narrow rectangular
openings. Also, the openings on the bottom wall of the
drawer could be a diflerent shape than the openings 1n the
base pan’s bottom wall, provided the opeming register when
the drawer 1s pushed 1n to an operative position. It 1s also
contemplated that a single air passage opening could be
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provided 1n the drawer for registering with one or more
openings 1n the base pan, or that.

When the drawer 71 shown 1n FIG. 6 15 pushed all the way
in to 1ts operative position resulting in the registration of
hole arrays 1035 and 107 1n the drawer and the base pan, air
passages are created 1n the bottom of the smoker boxes that
allow air to circulate through the smoker box. Due to the
raising heat from the barbecue’s heat source, air will be
drawn up through the bottom of the smoker box and circu-
late into regions above the smoker box where food being
cooked 1s located. This air circulation can be enhanced by
providing a suitably placed fan attachment for the barbecue
orill.

When used, the version of the smoker box shown 1n FIG.
4A through FIG. 6 can be set on top of the grill grate of a
barbecue grill with the drawer 71 pre-filled with wood chips
and fluids as above described, or the wood chips and fluids
can be loaded in the drawing when the smoker box is setting
on the barbecue grill using an oven mitt or tongs to open and
shut the drawer. Food to be cooked can then be placed on top
of the smoker box’s cover plate 70 whereupon the food will
receive flavoring smoke and moisturizing vapor from the
heated wood chips and fluids contained 1n the drawer of the
box beneath the food. Wood chips and fluid can be replen
ished while the smoker box remains on the grill and while
the food 1s still cooking. Again, to accomplish this, the
drawer would be handled with an oven mitt or tongs.

While various embodiments of the invention have been
described in considerable detail 1n the foregoing specifica-

tion, 1t 1s not intended that the invention be limited to such
detail except as necessitated by the following claims.

What we claim 1s:

1. A smoker box and humidifier for a barbecue grill
comprising;

a container body having a long direction and a top and at
least one top opening at 1ts top sized to allow smoke
and moistening vapors to pass therethrough, and

at least three 1solated side-by-side compartments forming,
a row ol contiguous compartments 1n said container
body 1n the long direction thereot, each of said at least
three compartments being configured to hold wood
chips and a liquid, wherein a liquid held 1n any one or
two of said compartments 1s in close proximity to wood
chips held 1n the other two or one of said compartments
wherein moistening vapors are produced 1n conjunction
with flavoring smoke when the smoker box 1s heated,
the compartments in said container body being posi-
tioned wherein both the flavoring smoke and moisten-
ing vapors produced in the compartments when the
smoker box 1s heated circulate up through the at least
one top opening 1n the top of said container body.

2. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 1 wherein the
top of the container body includes a plurality of openings
s1ized to allow smoke and moistening vapors to pass there-
through.

3. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 1 further
comprising a top cover for covering the top opening of said
container body above the 1solated compartments therein, the
at least one opening in said top cover being positioned
wherein both the flavoring smoke and moistening vapors
produced in the compartments when the smoker box 1s
heated circulate up through the at least one top opening in
the top cover of said container body.

4. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 3 wherein the
top cover of the container body includes at least one opening,
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6

above each of the compartments of the container body to
provide a plurality of openings through which smoke and
moistening vapors can pass.

5. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 3, wherein said
top cover 1s a lid hinged to the top of the container body.

6. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 1 wherein said
container body has an elongated generally inverted triangu-
lar shape and wherein at least three 1solated compartments
are provided along the length of said container body.

7. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 1 wherein said
container body has an elongated generally rectangular shape
and wherein the at least three 1solated compartments are
provided along the length of said container body.

8. A smoker box and humidifier for a barbecue grill
comprising:

a container body having a top opeming and a long direc-

tion,

at least three 1solated side-by-side compartments forming

a row ol contiguous compartments 1n said container
body 1n the long direction thereot, each of said at least
three compartments being configured to hold wood
chips and being configured to hold a liquid, wherein a
liquid held 1n any one or two of said compartments 1s
in close proximity to wood chips held 1n the other two
or one of said compartments wherein moistening
vapors are produced in conjunction with flavoring
smoke when the smoker box 1s heated, and

a top cover for covering the top opening of said container

body above the 1solated compartments therein, said top
cover having a plurality of openings distributed therein
wherein both the flavoring smoke and moistening
vapors produced 1n the compartments of the container
body when the smoker box 1s heated circulate up
through the plurality of top openings 1n the top cover.

9. A smoker box and humidifier for a barbecue grill
comprising

an elongated container body having a long dimension and

having a top, a bottom and at least one top opening at
its top through which smoke and moistening vapors can
pass, and

at least one substantially vertical thin divider wall posi-

tioned 1n said container body and oriented perpendicu-
lar to said long dimension thereotf so as to form at least
two separate and contiguous compartments therein and
in the direction of the container body’s long dimension,
at least one of said compartments being configured to
hold a liquid, said divider wall extending from the
bottom to substantially the top of said container body
wherein the compartments formed thereby are 1solated
one from the other and wherein wood chips held 1n one
compartment and liquid held in the other compartment
are 1n close proximity to each other, wherein moisten-
ing vapors are produced by a liquid held in one of said
compartments and flavoring smoke 1s produced by
wood chips 1n the other contiguous but 1solated com-
partment when the smoker box 1s heated, and wherein
both the flavoring smoke and moistening vapors thusly
produced circulate up through the at least one top
opening in the top of said container body.

10. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 9 wherein the
said container body has at least two vertical divider walls
forming at least three 1solated compartments, wherein a
liquid held 1n any one or two of said compartments 1s 1n
close proximity to wood chips held 1n the other two or one
of said compartments wherein moistening vapors are pro-
duced 1n conjunction with flavoring smoke when the smoker
box 1s heated.
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11. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 9 further
comprising a top cover for covering the top opening of said
container body above the 1solated compartments therein, the
at least one opening 1n said top cover being positioned
wherein both the flavoring smoke and moistening vapors 3
produced in the compartments when the smoker box 1s
heated circulate up through the at least one top opening in

the top cover of said container body.
12. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 11 wherein

the top cover of the container body includes at least one 10
opening above each of the compartments of said container
body.

13. The smoker box and humidifier of claim 11 wherein
the top cover of the container body includes at least one
opening extending over each of the compartments of said 15
container body.
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