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1
SIMULATION DEVICE

RULE 1.78(F)(1) DISCLOSURE

The Applicant has not submitted a related pending or
patented non-provisional application within two months of

the filing date of this present application. The invention 1s
made by a single inventor, so there are no other inventors to

be disclosed. This application 1s not under assignment to any
other person or entity at this time.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present mvention relates to a simulation device and
more particularly pertains to a device for providing simu-
lated driving training.

Description of the Prior Art

The use of training simulators 1s known in the prior art.
More specifically, training simulators previously devised
and utilized for the purpose of using stationary locations to
teach skills for managing a moving vehicle are known to
consist basically of familiar, expected, and obvious struc-
tural configurations, notwithstanding the number of designs
encompassed by the prior art which has been developed for
the fulfillment of stated objectives and requirements.

While the prior art devices fulfill their respective, par-
ticular objectives and requirements, the prior art does not
describe simulation device that allows a device for providing
simulated driving training.

In this respect, the simulation device, according to the
present invention, substantially departs from the conven-
tional concepts and designs of the prior art, and 1n doing so
provides an apparatus primarily developed for the purpose
providing a means to simulate driving for purposes of
training.

Therefore, 1t can be appreciated that there exists a con-
tinuing need for a new and mmproved simulation device
which can be used for providing simulated driving training.
In this regard, the present invention substantially fulfills this
need.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the
known types of training simulators now present 1n the prior
art, the present mvention provides an improved simulation
device. As such, the general purpose of the present inven-
tion, which will be described subsequently in greater detail,
1s to provide a new and improved simulation device which
has all the advantages of the prior art and none of the
disadvantages.

In describing this mnvention, the word “coupled™ 1s used.
By “coupled” 1s meant that the article or structure referred
to 1s joined, either directly, or indirectly, to another article or
structure. By “indirectly joined” 1s meant that there may be
an mtervening article or structure imposed between the two
articles which are “coupled”. “Directly joined” means that
the two articles or structures are 1n contact with one another
or are essentially continuous with one another.

By adjacent to a structure 1s meant that the location 1s
near, or next to, the identified structure. The term “next to”
1s used to mean and describe one 1tem which 1s within the
approximate area of an 1dentified structure, such as “the red
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house 1s next to the white house”, meaning that in the order
ol occurrence, the red house follows or precedes the white
house.

To attain this, the present invention i1s described. The
present 1nvention essentially comprises a simulator device,
which comprises several components, 1n combination.

There 1s first an outer frame. The outer frame comprises
a pair of generally mirror 1image rectilinear shaped outer
frame lower rails. The lower rails being a right outer frame
lower rail and a left outer frame lower rail. Each of the outer
frame lower rails has an inner surface, an outer surface, a
upper surface, a bottom surface, a forward end, and a
rearward end, with a length there between. The outer frame
lower rails are oriented to be generally parallel with each
other.

There are a plurality of outer frame lower rail cross
members. The outer frame lower rail cross members couple
the right lower rail and the left lower rail. Each of the outer
frame lower rail cross members has an inner surface, a upper
surface, a bottom surface, and a rearward surface. Each outer
frame lower rail cross member has a right end and a left end.,
with a length there between.

The plurality of outer frame lower rail cross members
comprise a forward cross member, an 1nner forward cross
member, an inner rearward cross member, and a rearward
cross member. Fach outer frame lower rail cross members
having an upper surface.

The lower rail inner forward cross member of the outer
frame has a pair of bevel roller wheels coupled to the upper
surtace of the outer frame lower rail inner forward cross
member.

There 1s a pair of generally mirror 1image rectilinear
shaped outer frame upper rails, being a right outer frame
upper rail and a left outer frame upper rail. Each of the outer
frame upper rails has an mner surface, an outer surface, and
a upper surface, a bottom surface, a forward end, and a
rearward end, with a length there between.

The outer frame lower rails and the outer frame upper rails
are coupled to each other.

There are a plurality of right outer frame riser rails
coupling the right upper outer frame rail to the right lower
outer frame rail. The nght outer frame riser rails are a right
forward outer frame riser, a right middle outer frame riser,
and a right rearward outer frame riser.

There are a plurality of left outer frame riser rails coupling
the left outer frame upper rail to the left outer frame lower
rail. The left outer frame riser rails are a leit forward outer
frame riser and a left middle outer frame riser and a left
rearward outer frame riser.

The outer frame also comprises a pair of generally mirror
image rectilinear shaped outer frame middle horizontal rails,
being an outer frame right middle horizontal rail and an
outer frame left horizontal rail. Each outer frame middle
horizontal rail has an upper surface, a lower surface, and a
pair of generally parallel side surfaces, as well as a forward
end and a rearward end, with a length there between. The
outer frame lower rails are generally parallel with each other.

There 1s also an 1nner frame. The mner frame comprises
several components, 1n combination.

There 1s a pair of generally mirror 1image rectilinear
shaped mnner frame outer rails, being a right inner frame
outer rail and a leit inner frame outer rail. Each of the inner
frame outer rails has an inner surface, an outer surface, a
upper surface, a bottom surface, a forward end, and a
rearward end, with a length there between. The 1nner frame
outer rails are configured to be generally parallel with each
other.
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The forward end of each of the inner frame outer rails has
a downwardly disposed bevel projection. Each bevel pro-
jection has a lower edge. The lower edge of each of the
downwardly disposed bevel projections of the mner frame
outer rails rides on each of the bevel roller wheels of the
lower rail inner forward cross member of the outer frame.

There 1s a pair of inner frame support rails. Each of the
inner irame support rails has a generally mirror image
configuration. The iner frame support rails each are a
generally mirror tmage of each other. The inner frame
support rails each have an upper surface, a bottom surface,
an 1nner surface, an outer surface, a forward end, and a
rearward end, with a length there between. Each of the inner
frame support rails 1s located adjacent the inner surface of
cach of the inner frame outer rails.

Each of the pair of inner frame support rails has a plurality
of horizontally orniented arcuate roller subassembly mount
holes there through. Each of the horizontally oriented arcu-
ate roller subassembly mount holes of the inner frame
support rails has an associated horizontally oriented arcuate
roller subassembly coupled thereto. Each horizontally ori-
ented arcuate roller subassembly has a horizontally oriented
stepped central shaft having a male threaded end, and an
associated nut. Fach horizontally oriented arcuate roller
subassembly has a vertically oriented roller.

The 1inner surface of each of the inner frame support rails
has an L-shaped roller subassembly mount. Each of the
L-shaped roller subassembly mounts of the inner frame
support rails has a generally downwardly disposed outer leg
and a horizontally disposed inner leg. The horizontally
disposed 1nner leg has a roller shaft hole there through. Fach
of the horizontally oriented roller subassembly mounts has
an associated vertically orniented roller subassembly. Fach
inner frame support rail vertically oriented roller subassem-
bly has a stepped vertically oriented central roller shatt.
Each vertically oriented roller shaft of the vertically oriented
roller subassembly has a male threaded end and an associ-
ated nut. The vertically oriented central shaft of each verti-
cally oriented roller subassembly being configured to be
received by and mate with the roller shaft hole of the
horizontally disposed mner leg of the roller mount. The
inner frame support rails are generally parallel with each
other.

There 1s a pair of inner frame 1nner rails. The inner frame
iner rails each are a generally mirror image of each other.
The inner frame ner rails each have an upper surface, a
bottom surface, an inner surface, an outer surface, a forward
end, and a rearward end, with a length there between. Each
of the mner frame inner rails 1s located adjacent the 1nner
surface of each of the mner support rails.

The rearward end of inner surface of each of the inner
frame 1nner rails has an arcuate slot plate attached thereto.
Each arcuate slot plate has a upper surface, a bottom surface,
and a pair of parallel side surfaces, being an outer surface
and an inner surface. Each arcuate slot plate has a forward
end and a rearward end, with a length there between. Each
arcuate slot plate has a pair of arcuate slots there through.
Each arcuate slot runming from the inner surface of the
arcuate slot plate to the outer surface of the arcuate slot plate,
there through.

The arcuate slot plates are located between the inner
frame ner rail and the inner frame support rail. The arcuate
slot plates allow for movement of the inner frame inner rails
relative to the inner frame support rails.

The arcuate slots of the arcuate slot plates are configured
to movably receive and mate with each of the vertically
oriented rollers of the horizontally oriented roller subassem-
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blies, so as to produce a rocking etlect as the arcuate plate
moves relative to the vertical rollers of the horizontally
oriented roller subassemblies.

The vertically oniented roller subassembly horizontally
oriented rollers contacting and riding on the mner surface of
cach of the arcuate slot plates. The inner surface of each of
the arcuate slot plates being generally flat and configured to
run along each of the horizontally oriented rollers of each of
the vertically oriented arcuate roller subassemblies.

There are a plurality of inner frame cross struts, being an
forward 1nner frame crosse strut, a mid forward 1nner frame
cross strut and a middle mnner frame cross strut and a
rearward inner {frame cross strut. Each of the inner frame
cross struts has a bottom surface, a upper surface, a forward
surface, a rearward surface, and a right end and a left end,
with a length there between. Each of the inner frame cross
struts 1s a generally mirror 1mage of each other. Each inner
frame cross strut end 1s coupled to the mner surface of the
inner frame outer rails.

The imner frame and the outer frame being movably
coupled to the other.

There are a pair of inner frame seat mount rails, which
couple with each inner frame inner rail, and are oriented
generally perpendicular to the inner frame 1nner rails. Each
of the seat mount rails having an inner surface,

Each of the inner frame seat mount rails having a upper
surface, a lower surface, a forward surface, a rearward
surface a right end, a left end and a length there between.

There 1s an 1nner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut.
The inner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut has an
upper surface, an lower surface, a forward surface, a rear-
ward surface, a right end, and a left end. The ends of the
inner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut are coupled to
cach of the inner surface of each of the inner frame seat
mount rails.

There 1s a hydraulic cylinder. The hydraulic cylinder has
a base and a ram, with the ram being coupled to the 1nner
frame.

The ram of the hydraulic cylinder 1s coupled to the
rearward cross member of the inner frame. The movement of
the hydraulic ram causes a movement of the seat mount of
the 1nner frame.

The hydraulic cylinder base 1s coupled to the inner frame
seat mount central hydraulic strut.

There are a pair of adjustable outer mount inertia balance
springs. The inertia balance springs couple the inner rear-
ward cross member of the outer frame and the forward end
of the mnner frame.

There 1s a system control for controlling a forward and a
rearward movement of a seat, by moving the seat using the
hydraulic cylinder to provide such movement. The control 1s
operatively coupled to a computer having a program, hard-
ware, and software. The computer controls a visual display
on a computer screen. The computer 1s electronically
coupled to a user control means. The user control means 1s
at least one of the means from the group of control means
which includes pedals, steering wheels, shifts, levers, but-
tons, switches, toggles, pulls, and joysticks, for providing a
visual simulation with movement simulation.

There 1s a seat belt simulation subassembly. The seat belt
simulation subassembly comprises an adjustable seat belt, a
pivotable coupler, an actuator, a spring, an arcuate pulley,
and a terminal attachment.

There 1s a user’s seat which 1s coupled to the seat mount
rails. The seat belt 1s coupled to a user’s seat. The pivotable
coupler allows the seat belt to be rotated. The spring
provides a predetermined tension to the belt. The actuator os
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operatively coupled to the control so as to add to the
simulation of braking and accelerating by the movement of
the actuator, 1n addition to the spring tension of the seat belt,
providing a change 1n the sensation of tension which would
occur during braking or accelerating.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of the invention in order that the detailed
description thereof that follows may be better understood
and 1n order that the present contribution to the art may be
better appreciated. There are, of course, additional features
of the invention that will be described hereinaiter and which
will form the subject matter of the claims attached.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the ivention 1n detail, 1t 1s to be understood that the
invention 1s not limited 1n 1ts application to the details of
construction and to the arrangements of the components set
forth 1n the following description or illustrated in the draw-
ings. The mvention 1s capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out 1n various ways. Also, 1t 1s
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein are for the purpose of descriptions and
should not be regarded as limiting.

As such, those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the
conception, upon which this disclosure 1s based, may readily
be utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures and
systems for carrying out the several purposes of the present
invention. It 1s important, therefore, that the claims be
regarded as including such equivalent constructions insofar
as they do not depart from the spirit and scope of the present
invention.

It 1s therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a new and improved simulation device which has all of the
advantages of the prior art training simulators and none of
the disadvantages.

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
new and improved simulation device which may be easily
and efliciently manufactured and marketed.

It 1s further object of the present invention to provide a
new and improved simulation device which 1s of durable and
reliable constructions.

An even further object of the present invention 1s to
provide a new and improved simulation device which 1s
susceptible of a low cost of manufacture with regard to both
maternals and labor, and which accordingly 1s then suscep-
tible of low prices of sale to the consuming public, thereby
making such simulation device economically available to
the buying public.

Even still another object of the present invention 1s to
provide a simulation device for providing simulated driving,
training.

Lastly, 1t 1s an object of the present invention to provide
a new and improved simulator device, comprising several
components, 1n combination. There 1s an outer frame and an
inner frame. The mner frame moves relative to the outer
frame. The inner frame has two bevels which ride on two
rollers to prevent cantilever of the iner frame. The bevels
also provide a lifting of one end of the mner frame. There 1s
an arcuate plate, which allows hydraulic rocking of a seat to
about a six degree forward tilt or rearward tilt.

It should be understood that while the above-stated
objects are goals which are sought to be achieved, such
objects should not be construed as limiting or diminishing
the scope of the claims herein made.

These together with other objects of the invention, along
with the various features of novelty which characterize the
invention, are pointed out with particularity in the claims
annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better
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understanding of the invention, 1ts operating advantages and
the specific objects attained by its uses, reference should be
had to the accompanying drawings and descriptive matter in
which there 1s 1illustrated preferred embodiments of the
ivention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The mvention will be better understood and objects other
than those set forth above will become apparent when
consideration 1s given to the following detailed description
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed
drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 15 a perspective view of the device as presented to

a user, showing the seat, viewing screens, and controls.

FIG. 2 1s a view taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 15 a close up side view of the lower portion of FIG.
2, showing the outer frame and 1nertia balancing spring, as
well as the bevel and bevel roller.

FIG. 4 1s a bottom plan view of the outer and inner frames
and the components of the frames. The view shows the
relationship of the frames to each other.

FIG. 5 1s a close up view of the mner frame bevels rising
on the outer frame bevel rollers.

FIG. 6 1s a top plan view of the inner frame.

FIG. 7 1s a view taken along line 7-7 of FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 1s a view taken along line 8-8 of FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 1s a view taken along line 9-9 of FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 1s a top perspective view of the arcuate plate
located on the inside of the mner frame support rail. Note
how the vertical rollers of the horizontal roller subassembly
engage the slots of the arcuate plate. Note, also, the hori-
zontal rollers of the vertical roller subassembly riding on the
inner surface of the arcuate plate, keeping the plate 1n
position.

FIG. 10A 1s a side elevation view taken along line
10A-10A of FIG. 10.

FIG. 10B 1s an exploded view of the vertically oriented
roller subassembly, horizontally oriented roller.

FIG. 11 1s a side elevational view showing the user 1n
position in the seat, with the seat belt subassembly 1n place,
with the arcuate plate 1n a neutral orientation.

FIG. 12 1s a close up view of the arcuate plate and seat belt
subassembly. As the arcuate plate moves forward, simulat-
ing acceleration of vehicle, the user would be rocked back,
and the belt would loosen. Alternately, 1f the arcuate plate 1s
moved rearward, the user’s seat pitches forward, simulating
braking, and the belt would then tighten, to provide the
physical cue that braking 1s occurring.

The same reference numerals refer to the same parts
throughout the various Figures.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference now to the drawings, and 1n particular to
FIG. 1 thereot, the preferred embodiment of the new and
improved simulation device embodying the principles and
concepts of the present invention and generally designated
by the reference numeral 10 will be described.

The present invention, the simulation device 10 1s com-
prised of a plurality of components. Such components in
their broadest context include an outer frame, an inner frame
slidably mounted on the outer frame, a control and a
hydraulic cylinder operated by the control, so as to simulate
movement, both acceleration and deceleration. Such com-
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ponents are individually configured and correlated with
respect to each other so as to attain the desired objective.

A simulator device 10, comprising, in combination, 1s
described. There 1s first an outer frame 12. The outer frame
comprises a pair of generally mirror 1mage rectilinear
shaped outer frame lower rails 14. The lower rails being a
right outer frame lower rail 16 and a left outer frame lower
rail 18. Each of the outer frame lower rails has an inner
surface 20, an outer surface, a upper surface, a bottom
surface, a forward end 22, and a rearward end 24, with a
length there between. The outer frame lower rails are
oriented to be generally parallel with each other.

There are a plurality of outer frame lower rail cross
members 26. The outer frame lower rail cross members
couple the right lower rail and the left lower rail. Each of the
outer frame lower rail cross members has an inner surface,
a upper surface 28, a bottom surface 30, and a rearward
surtace. Fach outer frame lower rail cross member has a
right end 32 and a left end 34, with a length there between.

The plurality of outer frame lower rail cross members
comprise a forward cross member, an inner forward cross
member 36, an inner rearward cross member, and a rearward
cross member.

The lower rail inner forward cross member of the outer
frame has a pair of bevel roller wheels 40 coupled to the
upper surface of the outer frame lower rail inner forward
cross member.

In a variation, each cross member may run from outer
frame lower rail to outer frame lower rail. In the preferred
embodiment the lower rail inner forward cross member 1s
not attached to the outer frame lower rail.

There 1s a pair of generally mirror image rectilinear
shaped outer frame upper rails, being a right outer frame
upper rail and a left outer frame upper rail 42. Each of the
outer frame upper rails has an inner surface, an outer surface,
and a upper surface, a bottom surface, a forward end, and a
rearward end, with a length there between.

The outer frame lower rails and the outer frame upper rails
are coupled to each other.

There are a plurality of right outer frame riser rails
coupling the right upper outer frame rail to the right lower
outer frame rail. The right outer frame riser rails are a right
forward outer frame riser, a right middle outer frame riser,
and a night rearward outer frame riser.

There are a plurality of left outer frame niser rails 44
coupling the lett outer frame upper rail to the left outer frame
lower rail. The left outer frame riser rails are a left forward
outer frame riser and a left middle outer frame riser and a left
rearward outer frame riser.

The outer frame also comprises a pair of generally mirror
image rectilinear shaped outer frame middle horizontal rails,
being an outer frame right middle horizontal rail and an
outer frame left horizontal rail 46. Each outer frame middle
horizontal rail has an upper surface, a lower surface, and a
pair of generally parallel side surfaces, as well as a forward
end and a rearward end, with a length there between. The
outer frame lower rails are generally parallel with each other.

There 1s also an iner frame 50. The inner frame com-
prises several components, 1n combination.

There 1s a pair of generally mirror image rectilinear
shaped inner frame outer rails 52, being a right inner frame
outer rail 52 and a left inner frame outer rail 54. Each of the
inner frame outer rails has an inner surface 56, an outer
surface, a upper surface, a bottom surface, a forward end 58,
and a rearward end 60, with a length there between. The
inner frame outer rails are configured to be generally parallel
with each other.
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The forward end of each of the inner frame outer rails has
a downwardly disposed bevel projection 62. Each bevel
projection has a lower edge 64. The lower edge of each of
the downwardly disposed bevel projections of the inner
frame outer rails rides on each of the bevel roller wheels of
the lower rail mner forward cross member of the outer
frame.

There 1s a pair of inner frame support rails 66. Each of the
inner frame support rails has a generally mirror image
configuration. The inner frame support rails each are a
generally mirror image of each other. The nner frame
support rails each have an upper surface, a bottom surtace,
an 1ner surface 68, an outer surface, a forward end, and a
rearward end, with a length there between. Each of the inner
frame support rails 1s located adjacent the inner surface of
cach of the mner frame outer rails.

Each of the pair of inner frame support rails has a plurality
of horizontally oniented arcuate roller subassembly mount
holes 70 there through. Each of the horizontally oriented
arcuate roller subassembly mount holes of the inner frame
support rails has an associated horizontally oriented arcuate
roller subassembly 72 coupled thereto. Each horizontally
oriented arcuate roller subassembly has a horizontally ori-
ented stepped central shait 74 having a male threaded end
76, and an associated nut 78. Each horizontally oriented
arcuate roller subassembly has a vertically oriented roller 80.

The mner surface of each of the inner frame support rails
has an L-shaped roller subassembly mount 82. Each of the
L-shaped roller subassembly mounts of the inner frame
support rails has a generally downwardly disposed outer leg
84 and a horizontally disposed inner leg 86. The horizontally
disposed mnner leg has a roller shait hole 88 there through.

Each of the horizontally oriented roller subassembly
mounts has an associated vertically oriented roller subas-
sembly. Fach inner frame support rail vertically oriented
roller subassembly has a stepped vertically oriented central
roller shait 90. Each vertically oriented roller shaft of the
vertically oriented roller subassembly has a male threaded
end 92 and an associated nut 94. The vertically oriented
central shaft of each vertically oniented roller subassembly
being configured to be received by and mate with the roller
shaft hole of the horizontally disposed 1nner leg of the roller
mount. The mner frame support rails are generally parallel
with each other. Each vertically oriented roller subassembly
has a horizontally oriented roller 96.

There 1s a pair of mnner frame mnner rails 100. The 1nner
frame 1nner rails each are a generally mirror image of each
other. The inner frame inner rails each have an upper
surface, a bottom surface, an inner surface 102, an outer
surface 104, a forward end, and a rearward end, with a length
there between. Fach of the inner frame mner rails 1s located
adjacent the mnner surface of each of the iner support rails.

The rearward end of inner surface of each of the inner
frame inner rails has an arcuate slot plate 106 attached
thereto. Each arcuate slot plate has a upper surtace, a bottom
surface, and a pair of parallel side surfaces, being an outer
surface 108 and an 1nner surface 110. Each arcuate slot plate
has a forward end 112 and a rearward end 114, with a length
there between. Fach arcuate slot plate has a pair of arcuate
slots 116 there through. Each arcuate slot running from the
inner surface of the arcuate slot plate to the outer surface of
the arcuate slot plate, there through.

The arcuate slot plates are located between the inner
frame 1nner rail and the inner frame support rail. The arcuate
slot plates allow for movement of the mnner frame inner rails
relative to the inner frame support rails.
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The slots are configured to allow a forward and rearward
t1lt of the arcuate plate 1n an amount of between about four
degrees and fifteen degrees. In the preferred embodiment,
the tilt which 1s achieved in the forward or rearward direc-
tion 1s approximately six degrees. The six degree tilt 1s that
amount of tilt which is easily perceivable and gives a user
who 1s riding on the arcuate plates a perception of leaning,
torward or rearward, as would be perceived in deceleration
or acceleration of a vehicle under controlled circumstances.

The arcuate slots of the arcuate slot plates are configured
to movably receive and mate with each of the vertically
oriented rollers of the horizontally oriented roller subassem-
blies, so as to produce a rocking etlect as the arcuate plate
moves relative to the vertical rollers of the horizontally
oriented roller subassemblies.

The vertically oniented roller subassembly horizontally
oriented rollers contacting and riding on the 1nner surface of
cach of the arcuate slot plates. The inner surface of each of
the arcuate slot plates being generally flat and configured to
run along each of the horizontally oriented rollers of each of
the vertically oriented arcuate roller subassemblies. The
horizontally oriented rollers of the vertically oriented roller
subassemblies keep the arcuate plate engaged with the
vertically oriented rollers of the horizontally oriented roller
subassemblies.

There are a plurality of 1inner frame cross struts, being an
forward inner frame crosse strut 120, a mid forward inner
frame cross strut 122 and a middle inner frame cross strut
124 and a rearward inner frame cross strut 126. Each of the
iner frame cross struts has a bottom surface, upper surface,
a forward surface, a rearward surface, and a right end 128
and a left end 130, with a length there between. Each of the
inner frame cross struts 1s a generally mirror image of each
other. Each mner frame cross strut end 1s coupled to the inner
surface of the inner frame outer rails.

The inner frame and the outer frame being movably
coupled to the other.

There are a pair of inner frame seat mount rails 140, which
couple with each inner frame inner rail, and are oriented
generally perpendicular to the inner frame inner rails. Each
of the seat mount rails having an inner suriace,

Each of the inner frame seat mount rails having a upper
surface, a lower surface, a forward surface, a rearward
surface a right end 144, a left end 146 and a length there
between.

There 1s an 1nner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut
148. The mner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut has
an upper surface, an lower surface, a forward surface, a
rearward surface, a right end 150, and a left end 152. The
ends of the inner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut are
coupled to each of the inner surface of each of the inner
frame seat mount rails.

There 1s a hydraulic cylinder 160. The hydraulic cylinder
has a base 162 and a ram 164, with the ram being coupled
to the nner frame.

The ram of the hydraulic cylinder 1s coupled to the
rearward cross member of the inner frame. The movement of
the hydraulic ram causes a movement of the seat mount of
the 1nner frame.

The hydraulic cylinder base 1s coupled to the inner frame
seat mount central hydraulic strut.

There are a pair of adjustable outer mount 1nertia balance
springs 170. The inertia balance springs couple the inner
rearward cross member of the outer frame and the forward
end of the mner frame. The balance springs are essential to
balance the existing inertia in the simulator. Using the
balancing springs, a motivating device, such as the hydraulic
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cylinder needs only to overcome a small amount of inertia,
whereas the spring contributes to the forward motion of the
inner frame. This means that the necessary force to move the
inner frame 1s reduced, allowing for smaller components to
carry out the operation of the simulator.

There 1s a system control 180 for controlling a forward
and a rearward movement of a seat 182, by moving the seat
using the hydraulic cylinder to provide such movement. The
control 1s operatively coupled to a computer 184 having a
program 186, hardware 188, and soitware 190, housed
within the computer. The computer controls a visual display
on a computer screen 192. The computer 1s electronically
coupled to a user control means 194. The user control means
1s at least one of the means from the group of control means
which includes pedals, steering wheels, shifts, levers, but-
tons, switches, toggles, pulls, and joysticks, for providing a
visual simulation with movement simulation.

There 1s a seat belt stmulation subassembly 200. The seat
belt stimulation subassembly comprises an adjustable seat
belt 202, a pivotable coupler 204, an actuator 206, a spring
208, an arcuate pulley 210, and a terminal attachment 212.

There 1s a user’s seat which 1s coupled to the seat mount
rails. The seat belt 1s coupled to a user’s seat. The pivotable
coupler allows the seat belt to be rotated. The spring
provides a predetermined tension to the belt. The actuator 1s
operatively coupled to the control so as to add to the
simulation of braking and accelerating by the movement of
the actuator, in addition to the spring tension of the seat belt,
providing a change in the sensation of tension which would
occur during braking or accelerating.

As to the manner of usage and operation of the present
invention, the same should be apparent from the above
description. Accordingly, no further discussion relating to
the manner of usage and operation will be provided.

With respect to the above description then, 1t 1s to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of the invention, to include variations in size, materials,
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one
skilled 1n the art, and all equivalent relationships to those
illustrated in the drawings and described in the specification
are mtended to be encompassed by the present invention.

Therefore, the foregoing 1s considered as illustrative only
of the principles of the imnvention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, 1t 1s not desired to limit the invention to the each
construction and operation shown and described, and
accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention.

What 1s claimed as being new and desired to be protected

by Letters Patent of the United States i1s as follows:

1. A simulator device, comprising, 1n combination:

an outer frame comprising;:

a pair of mirror 1image rectilinear shaped outer frame
lower rails being a right outer frame lower rail and a left
outer frame lower rail, each outer frame lower rail
having a forward end and a rearward end;

a plurality of outer frame lower rail cross members
coupling the right lower rail and the left lower rail, each
of the cross members having an upper surface;

a pair ol mirror 1image rectilinear shaped outer frame
upper rails being a right outer frame upper rail and a left
outer frame upper rail;

the outer frame lower rails and the outer frame upper rails
being coupled to each other;
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an mner frame comprising:
a pair ol mirror image rectilinear shaped inner frame outer
rails being a right inner frame outer rail and a left inner
frame outer rail, with each of the inner {frame outer rails
having an 1nner surface and an outer surface, each inner 5
frame outer rail having a forward end and a rearward
end;

a pair of mirror 1mage rectilinear shaped inner frame
support rails being a right inner frame support rail and
a left inner frame support rail with each of the mner 10
frame support rails having an inner surface and an outer
surface;

the inner frame and the outer frame being movably
coupled to the other; and

a hydraulic cylinder having a base and a ram, with the ram 15
being coupled to the mnner frame;

the mner surface of each of the mner frame support rails
having a pair of L-shaped roller subassembly mounts;

a pair of mner frame inner rails with each inner frame
inner rail having a forward end and a rearward end and 20
in 1nner surface and an outer surface:

the rearward end of outer surface of each of the inner
frame inner rails having an arcuate slot plate attached
thereto, each arcuate slot plate having an outer surface
and an 1nner surface, each arcuate slot plate having a 25
forward end and a rearward end, with a length there
between, with each arcuate slot plate having a pair of
arcuate slots there through, with each arcuate slot
running {rom the inner surface of the arcuate slot plate
to the outer surface of the arcuate slot plate there 30
through; and

a pair ol adjustable outer mount inertia balance springs,
the inertia balance springs coupling the mner rearward
cross member of the outer frame and the forward end
of the mner frame. 35

2. The simulator devices as described 1n claim 1, with the

device further comprising:

cach of the L-shaped roller subassembly mounts of the
inner frame support rails having a downwardly dis-
posed outer leg and a horizontally disposed inner leg, 40
with the horizontally disposed inner leg having a ver-
tically oriented roller shaft hole there through, each of
the horizontally oriented roller subassembly mounts
having an associated vertically oriented roller subas-
sembly having a horizontal roller; 45

the outer frame having a pair of mirror image rectilinear
shaped middle horizontal rails being a right middle
horizontal rail and a left horizontal rail;

the outer frame lower rails being parallel with each other;
and 50

a system control for controlling a forward and a rearward
movement of a seat by moving the seat using the
hydraulic cylinder to provide such movement, the
control being operatively coupled to a computer having
a program and hardware and software, the computer 55
controlling a visual display on a computer screen, the
computer electronically coupled to a user control
means, the user control means being at least one of the
means from the group of control means which includes
pedals and steering wheels and shifts and levers and 60
buttons and switches and toggles and pulls and joy-
sticks, for providing a visual simulation with move-
ment simulation.

3. The simulator devices as described 1n claim 2, with the
device further comprising: 65
cach inner frame support rail vertically oriented roller

subassembly having a stepped vertically oriented cen-

12

tral roller shaft, with each vertically oriented central
roller shait having a male threaded end and an associ-
ated nut, the vertically oriented central shait of each
vertically oriented roller subassembly being configured
to be recerved by and mate with the roller shaft hole of
the horizontally disposed mnner leg of the roller mount;

a pair of mner frame seat mount rails, with each inner
frame seat mount rails having an inner surface;

an inner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut, the
inner frame seat mount central hydraulic strut having a
right end and a leit end, the ends of the imnner frame seat
mount central hydraulic strut being coupled to each of
the 1nner surface of each of the mner frame seat mount
rails; and

the hydraulic cylinder base being coupled to the inner
frame seat mount central hydraulic strut.

4. The simulator devices as described 1n claim 3, with the

device further comprising:

the plurality of outer frame cross members comprising a
forward cross member and an inner forward cross
member and an inner rearward cross member, and a
rearward cross member;

cach of the pair of inner frame support rails having a
plurality of horizontally oriented arcuate roller subas-
sembly mount holes there through with each inner
frame support rail vertically oriented arcuate roller
subassembly mount hole having associated horizon-
tally oriented arcuate roller subassembly coupled
thereto, each horizontally oriented arcuate roller having
a honizontally oriented stepped central shaft having a
male threaded end and an associated nut, with each
horizontally oriented arcuate roller subassembly having
a vertically oriented roller;

the arcuate slots of the arcuate slot plate being configured
to movably receive and mate with each of the horizon-
tally oriented arcuate roller subassembly vertical rollers
so as to produce a rocking effect as the plate moves
relative to the horizontally oriented arcuate roller sub-
assembly vertical rollers, the vertically orniented roller
subassembly horizontal rollers contacting and riding on
inner surface of each of the arcuate slot plates;

the ram of the hydraulic cylinder being coupled to the
rearward cross member of the inner frame, the move-
ment of the hydraulic ram causing a movement of the
seat mount of the inner {frame; and

a seat belt stmulation subassembly comprising an adjust-
able seat belt and an actuator and an arcuate pulley.

5. The simulator devices as described 1n claim 4, with the

device turther comprising:

the outer frame lower rail having a lower rail inner

forward cross member having an upper suriace, the

lower rail inner forward cross member having a pair of

bevel roller wheels coupled to the upper surface of the

lower rail inner forward cross member;

the mner surface of each of the arcuate slot plates being
configured to run along in contact with each of the
horizontally oriented rollers of each of the vertically
oriented arcuate roller subassemblies;

a plurality of nght outer frame riser rails coupling the
right upper outer frame rail to the right lower outer

frame rail;

a plurality of left outer frame riser rails coupling the left
outer frame upper rail to the left outer frame lower rail;
and
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a plurality of mner frame cross struts, each mner frame
cross strut having opposing ends, with the inner frame
cross strut ends being coupled to the mner surface of
the 1nner frame outer rails.

6. The simulator devices as described 1n claim 5, with the

device further comprising:

the forward end of each of the iner frame outer rails
having a downwardly disposed bevel projection with
cach bevel projection having a lower edge, the lower
edge of each of the downwardly disposed bevel pro-
jections of the inner frame outer rails riding on each of
the bevel roller wheels of the lower rail inner forward
cross member of the outer frame; and

the seat belt coupled to a user’s seat, with a seat belt
spring providing a tension to the belt with the actuator
being operative coupled to the control so as to add to
the simulation of braking and accelerating.

7. The simulator devices as described 1n claim 6, with the
device further comprising each of the inner frame seat
mount rails being coupled to the inner surfaces of the arcuate
slot plates.

8. A simulator device, comprising, 1n combination:

an outer frame having at least outer frame one roller;

an 1nner frame slidably coupled to the outer frame, the
inner frame having two inner frame support rails and at
least one bearing surface which 1s mated to and rides on
the at least one outer frame roller;

at least one roller subassembly having a roller, the roller
subassembly being coupled to the imner frame; and

at least one arcuate plate, the arcuate plate having at least
one arcuate slot, with the arcuate slot receiving the
roller subassembly vertical roller within the arcuate
slot;

the inner frame and the outer frame being movably
coupled to the other; and

a hydraulic cylinder having a base and a ram, with the ram
being coupled to the inner frame;

an 1ner surface of each of the mner frame support rails
having a pair of L-shaped roller subassembly mounts;
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a pair ol mner frame mner rails with each mner frame
iner rail having a forward end and a rearward end and
in 1ner surface and an outer surface:

the rearward end of outer surface of each of the inner
frame inner rails having an arcuate slot plate attached
thereto, each arcuate slot plate having the outer surface
and the mner surface, each arcuate slot plate having the
forward end and the rearward end, with a length there
between, with each arcuate slot plate having a pair of
arcuate slots there through, with each arcuate slot
running from the 1mner surface of the arcuate slot plate
to the outer surface of the arcuate slot plate there

through; and

a pair of adjustable outer mount nertia balance springs,
the mertia balance springs coupling the inner rearward
cross member of the outer frame and the forward end
of the inner frame.

9. The simulator device of claim 8, further comprising:

the roller subassembly comprising at least one vertically
oriented roller subassembly having a horizontal roller,
the wvertically oriented roller subassembly being
coupled to the inner frame; and

a seat mount coupled to the arcuate plate.
10. The simulator device of claim 9, further comprising:

a control being operatively coupled to the simulator
device, the control having a computer and a program
and software and hardware, the control having associ-
ated therewith at least one mput device from the group
of input devices which includes pedals, steering
wheels, shifts, levers, buttons, switches, toggles, pulls,
and joysticks.

11. The simulator device of claim 10, further comprising,

in combination:

a seat belt simulation subassembly coupled there to the
outer frame, the seat belt simulation subassembly com-
prising an adjustable seat belt, an actuator, and an
arcuate pulley, the seat belt coupled to the frame, with
the spring providing a tension to the belt, the actuator
being operatively coupled to the control so as to
withdraw the seat belt and extend the seat belt.

% o *H % x



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

