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1
ENDOSCOPIC SUTURE CUTTER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of and priority to U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/987,961, entitled
ENDOSCOPIC SUTURE CUTTER and filed May 2, 2014,
the entire disclosure of which 1s 1ncorporated herein by
reference, to the extent that it 1s not conflicting with the
present application.

BACKGROUND

Endoscopes are well-known in the medical arts and are
commonly used for numerous medical procedures. One such
procedure 1s removing sutures from the inside of a human
subject, such as from the wall of the gastrointestinal tract.
One conventional technique for removing sutures 1s using a
cutting tool 1 an endoscopic procedure.

Known cutting devices 1n the art have one or two jaws
which pivot relative to a base. The jaw may be pivoted by
a user operating a handle at a proximal end of the device and
at a proximal location outside of the endoscope. Serious
complications may arise during suture removal procedures
when the jaws of the cutter become stuck, either in an
over-closed position or 1n an over-opened position.

SUMMARY

The present application describes a rotatable jaw device
for use with an endoscope.

In an exemplary embodiment, a rotatable jaw 1ncludes a
fork, and two jaws pivotally mounted to the fork. The jaws
are movable between a predetermined closed position and a
predetermined open position. The jaws may have one or
more protrusions on a jaw surface which may limit rota-
tional movement of the jaws.

Further features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following detailed description
made with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features and advantages of the general inventive concepts
will become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion made with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 1s a front perspective view of the distal end of an
endoscopic suture cutter;

FIG. 2 15 a front perspective view of the distal end of the
endoscopic suture cutter of FIG. 1, with the jaws of the
cutter shown 1n an open position;

FIG. 3 1s a front perspective view of the distal end of the
endoscopic suture cutter of FIG. 1, with the jaws of the
cutter shown 1n a closed position;

FIG. 4 1s a front view of the distal end of the endoscopic
suture cutter of FIG. 1, with the jaws of the cutter shown 1n
an open position;

FIG. 5 1s a front view of the distal end of the endoscopic
suture cutter of FIG. 1, with the jaws of the cutter shown 1n
a closed position;

FIG. 6 1s a front perspective view of a single jaw of the
endoscopic suture cutter of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 1s a rear perspective view of the jaw of FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 1s a front view of the jaw of FIG. 6; and
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2

FIG. 9 1s a front view of the proximal end of the
endoscopic suture cutter of FIG. 1, showing a handle assem-

bly.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This Detailed Description merely describes exemplary
embodiments in accordance with the general inventive con-
cepts and 1s not itended to limait the scope of the mvention
or the claims 1n any way. Indeed, the invention as described
by the claims 1s broader than and unlimited by the exemplary
embodiments set forth herein, and the terms used in the
claims have their full ordinary meaning.

The general mventive concepts will now be described
with occasional reference to the exemplary embodiments of
the invention. This general inventive concept may, however,
be embodied in different forms and should not be construed
as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these
embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will be
thorough and complete, and will fully convey the scope of
the general inventive concepts to those skilled 1n the art.

Unless otherwise defined, all technical and scientific
terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly
understood by one of ordinary skill 1n the art encompassing
the general inventive concepts. The terminology set forth 1n
this detailed description 1s for describing particular embodi-
ments only and 1s not mtended to be limiting of the general
inventive concepts. As used in this detailed description and
the appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the”
are mtended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise.

Unless otherwise indicated, all numbers, such as for
example, numbers expressing measurements or physical
characteristics, used 1n the specification and claims are to be
understood as being modified 1n all instances by the term
“about.” Accordingly, unless otherwise indicated, the
numerical properties set forth 1n the specification and claims
are approximations that may vary depending on the suitable
properties sought to be obtained in embodiments of the
invention. Notwithstanding that the numerical ranges and
parameters setting forth the broad scope of the general
inventive concepts are approximations, the numerical values
set Torth 1n the specific examples are reported as precisely as
possible. Any numerical values, however, inherently contain
certain errors necessarily resulting from error found 1n their
respective measurements.

In discussing the invention, the terms “proximal” and
“distal” are often used. These terms are used to describe a
position or a direction with reference to the operator of the
tool. For example, the proximal position or proximal direc-
tion 1s toward the user or operator of the tool, and the distal
position or direction 1s away from the user or operator of the
tool, 1.e., position or direction toward the suture.

After an endoscopic surgical procedure, sutures are often
used to secure a wound closed and promote healing. Certain
types ol sutures, or non-absorbable sutures, are left to
disintegrate over time and other types of sutures require
removal at a later date. For example, sutures requiring
removal include braided sutures made of polypropylene or
coated with plastic. To remove a suture i1n the gastrointes-
tinal tract, the patient may be intubated with an endoscope.
After positioning the endoscope inside of the patient and
locating the suture to be cut, the user inserts the device into
the accessory channel of the endoscope. A conventional
cutter has one or two jaws which are operable by a handle
having a base and a slider.
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Several limitations exist with conventional suture cutters
and suture removal techniques. Despite careful use, the
slider may be moved too hard or too far in the opening
direction, thus causing the jaws of a cutter to be rotated to
a so-called “over-opened” position. In other words, the jaws
may be rotated beyond a desired open position and become
stuck, so that the jaws may not be closed by sliding the
handle. The jaws i1n this position may be locked 1 a
perpendicular, or just past perpendicular, position relative
the base. This position 1s sometimes referred to in the art as
the “I-bone” position. When the jaw reach the T-bone
position, or any undesired open position and become stuck,
the tool can no longer be removed through the channel of the
endoscope. This condition may require surgery from outside
the body and through the gastromtestinal wall, which
severely complicates an otherwise relatively routine endo-
scopic procedure.

The jaws of a conventional cutter may be rotated to a
so-called “over-closed” position. In other words, despite
careful use, the slider may be moved too hard or too far 1n
the closing direction, thus causing the jaws of a cutter to be
rotated beyond a desired closed position and become stuck,
so that the jaws may not be opened by sliding the handle.
The jaws 1n this position may be locked 1n just past parallel
position relative to the base. When the jaw reaches an
undesired closed position and become stuck, the tool can no
longer be opened and must be removed from the endoscope.
This condition may require manual opening of the jaws or
more likely a new and sterile cutter will be required. This
condition adds time and cost to the procedure.

Various solutions to prevent the over-opened and over-
closed condition have been considered in the art. One
considered solution uses a bump or stopper on the inside
surface of the jaw has been considered. A bump 1n this
location on a jaw would block turther opening of the pair of
jaws when the bump 1ntersects with the other jaw, and block
turther closing of the pair of jaws when the bump intersects
with the other jaw. However, a bump on the inside surface
of the jaw adds complexity to the requirement of sharpening
the blade, such as for example, by eliminating any auto-
mated side-to-side sharpening of the inside surface.

The present invention 1s directed to an endoscopic tool
which includes two jaws which are each pivotally mounted
to a fork. At least one jaw 1s advantageously shaped to
prohibit over-closing beyond a desired position and at least
one jaw 1s advantageously shaped to prohibit over-opening
beyond a desired position.

The present mnvention may be practiced as various types
of two jaw device, such as an endoscopic suture cutter that
includes a handle, a spring sheath catheter, two control
wires, a fork, and two jaws pivotally mounted to the fork.
The jaws may be manipulated between a desired open
position and a desired closed position. A bump on the
outside surface of each jaw prohibits the jaws to be opened
beyond the desired open position. Thus, an over-opened
condition 1s prohibited. Another bump on the outside surface
of each jaw prohibits the jaws to be closed beyond the
desired closed position. Thus, an over-closed condition 1s
prohibited. Neither bump is on the 1nside surface of the jaw,
which advantageously maintains an enftirely smooth inner
surface.

In an exemplary embodiment of the mnvention, a rotatable
jaw device for use with an endoscope 1s disclosed. The
device includes a fork and two jaws pivotally mounted to the
tork. The jaws are movable between a predetermined closed
position and a predetermined open position. At least one jaw
has at least one protrusion on a surface of the jaw. The at
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least one protrusion prohibits movement of the two jaws 1n
the opening direction beyond the predetermined open posi-
tion.

In another exemplary embodiment of the invention, a
cutting device for use with an endoscope 1s disclosed. The
cutting device includes a fork, and a first jaw and a second
jaw. The first jaw and the second jaw are pivotally mounted
to the fork and rotatable between a predetermined closed
position and a predetermined open position. Each jaw has at
least one protrusion on a surface of the jaw. The at least one
protrusion contacts the fork to prohibit movement of the two
jaws 1n the opeming direction beyond the predetermined
open position.

In another exemplary embodiment of the invention, a
cutting device for use with an endoscope 1s disclosed. The
cutting device includes a body, a handle mounted to and
movable relative to the body, a catheter having a first end
fixed to the body and a second end, the catheter defining a
passage and an opemng at the second end, a fork having two
prongs and attached to the distal end of the conduit, a first
jaw and a second jaw, pivotally mounted to the fork within
the two prongs, and dependently movable between a prede-
termined closed position and a predetermined open position,
and a first wire attached to a proximal end of the first jaw,
and a second wire attached to a proximal end of the second
jaw. The jaws are rotatable between the predetermined
closed position and the predetermined open position by
operation of the handle. A combination of the first jaw and
the second jaw have a total of at least two protrusions on a
surface of a jaw. At least one protrusion on a surface of a jaw
to prohibit movement of the two jaws in the opemng
direction beyond the predetermined open position and at
least one protrusion on a surface of a jaw to prohibit
movement of the two jaws 1n the closing direction beyond
the predetermined closed position.

The bump which prohibits an over-opened condition has
other benefits. By giving a physician confidence against an
over-opened condition, the physician may apply pressure 1n
the opening direction to hold the jaws firmly 1n the maxi-
mum open condition. Thus, one or more of the jaws may be
used as a picking or pulling tool to loosen up a bundle of
imbedded sutures. Often the sutures are applied in a manner
which does not allow or permit a simple cut of a single and
distinct suture to allow removal, and picking 1s necessary to
position a suture in a cut-ready position for the physician.
With conventional cutting tool, a physician must be very
cautious as to not over-open the cutter while trying to
forcefully separate a bundle of sutures.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 1s a front perspec-
tive view of the distal end of an endoscopic suture cutter 10.
The cutter 10 includes a handle, a spring sheath catheter 12,
two control wires 14, 16, a fork 18, and two jaws 20, 22
pivotally mounted to the fork 18 by a rivet 24. The control
wires 14, 16 run through the sheath toward the proximal end
on the cutter 10. Movement of the control wires 14, 16 1n the
distal direction opens the jaws 20, 22 and movement of the
control wires 1n the proximal direction closes the jaws 20,
22. Movement of the control wires 14, 16 1s controlled by
mampulation of the handle by a user. The way 1n which the
jaws are secured together, and to the fork, may be modified
in the practice of this invention.

Referring now to FIG. 9, a front view of the proximal end
of the endoscopic suture cutter 10 1s shown. A handle
assembly 30 1s shown and includes a base 32 and a slider 34.
The handle 1s used to transier the linear motion of the slider
to open and close the jaws on the distal end. In operation of
the handle 30, a user may insert a thumb from one hand 1nto
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a ring 36 and rest several fingers from the same hand on the
slider 34. Movement of the slider 34 relative to the base 32
causes movement of a link 38. The link 38 may be attached
directly or indirectly to the control wires 14, 16 within the
spring sheath catheter 12. The user may open the cutting
jaws by actuating the handle slhider and moving it 1n the
distal direction. The user may grasp a suture with a hook on
the distal end of the cutting jaws and close by moving the
slider 1n the proximal direction. The user may cut the suture
by either closing the jaws completely, which cleaves the
suture material, or by gently placing traction on the spring
catheter sheath to slice the suture material. It should be
apparent to one skilled in the art that the design and
operation of the handle assembly and the link to the control
wires may vary in the practice of this invention.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the spring sheath catheter 12
runs the length of the cutter 10 from the fork 18 to the handle
30. The spring sheath catheter 12 1s formed of a coil wire and
can be a variety of shapes, such as for example, a circular
cross section or a rectangular cross section. The spring
sheath may be PTFE (Teflon) coated or a heat shrink coated
on the outside. The diameter of the spring sheath catheter 12
may vary in diameter, such as for example, the outside
diameter range may be 0.080 to 0.100 cm. The length of the
sheath 1s long enough to allow reasonable length beyond the
proximal end and beyond the distal end of an endoscope,

such as for example, the total length of the cutter 10 may be
165 cm.

Within the sheath, the two control wires run the length of
the device. The control wires 14, 16 within the sheath 12
may be stainless steel, or any suitable material. The inside of
the sheath may be coated with HDPE tubing runmng
through the length of the device. The tubing reduces metal-
on-metal contact between the sheath and the wires to reduce
wear and provide for a smoother operation. Other friction-
reducing structure may be used in the practice of this
invention.

The fork provides a mounting location for the jaws. As
shown in FIG. 1, the fork 18 includes two tangs 40, 42
protruding distally from a base 46. Each tang defines a
mounting aperture through which the nivet 24 1s placed. A
space between the tangs allow for pivoting movement of the
jaws 20, 22 1n e1ther rotational direction. Discussed herein in
greater detail, each fork defines a recess 50 which 1s coop-
cratively shaped to allow insertion of a bump on a jaw.

A Tront perspective view of the distal end of the endo-
scopic suture cutter 10 1s shown 1n FIG. 2. In this Figure, the
jaws 20, 22 are shown 1n an open position. A similar open
position 1s shown 1n the front view of FIG. 4. Specifically,
the jaws 20, 22 are shown 1n a desired open position. The
embodiment 1llustrated prohibits opening of the jaws
beyond this position. For example, the jaws 20, 22 are
rotated about 45 degrees away from the longitudinal axis L,
of the fork. This embodiment 1s shown for exemplary
purposes only, and the cutter 10 may be modified in the
practice of the invention to allow the maximum opened
condition to be more or less the 45 degrees.

As shown 1n FIG. 2, a bump 102 on the outside surface
104 of the first jaw 20 contacts the top ledge 70 of the first
tang 40. This contact prohibits additional rotation of the
distal end of the first jaw 20 1n the counterclockwise CCW
direction.

The second jaw 22 may be 1dentical 1n shape and size as
the first jaw 20. I so, although not shown, a bump on the
outside surface of the second jaw 22 contacts the top ledge
72 of the second tang 42 1n the illustrated open position. This
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contact prohibits additional rotation 1n the clockwise CW
direction of the distal end of the second jaw 22.

A Tront perspective view of the distal end of the endo-
scopic suture cutter 10 1s shown 1n FIG. 3. In this Figure, the
jaws 20, 22 are shown 1n a closed position. A similar closed
view 1s shown 1n a front view 1 FIG. 5. The jaws are
mounted to allow for an overlap 1n this closed position, such
as for example, an overlap of 0.5 mm.

Specifically, the jaws 20, 22 are shown 1n a desired closed
position. The embodiment illustrated prohibits closing of the
1aws beyond this position. For example, the jaws 20, 22 are
rotated to about a parallel position relative the longitudinal
axis L, of the fork. This embodiment 1s shown for exemplary
purposes only, and the cutter 10 may be modified in the
practice of the invention to allow the maximum closed
condition to be more or less than 0 degrees relative to the
longitudinal axis L, of the fork. However, the jaws 20, 22
will remain unstuck 1n the desired closed position and allow
for refraction of the cutter 10 through the endoscope.

As shown 1 FIG. 3, a bump 100 on the outside surface
104 of the first jaw 20 contacts the recess 30 on the first tang
40. This contact prohibits additional rotation in the coun-
terclockwise CW direction of the distal end of the first jaw
20.

The second jaw 22 may be 1dentical 1n shape and size as
the first jaw 20. If so, although not shown, a bump on the
outside surface of the second jaw 22 contacts a recess in the
top ledge 72 of the second tang 42. This contact prohibits
additional rotation in the clockwise CCW direction of the
distal end of the second jaw 22.

As discussed herein, the first jaw and the second jaw may
be 1dentical 1n shape and size. For discussion purposes, the
first jaw 20 1s shown 1n various views 1n FIGS. 6-8. The first
jaw 20 has several advantageous features. The distal end 200
of the jaw 20 1s configured 1n a convex, parrot-like shape. All
surfaces of the distal end 200 are rounded. With these
rounded surfaces, a user 1s less likely to inadvertently
scrape, cut or otherwise damage any gastrointestinal wall
tissue during the suture cutting and removal procedure.
Further, the overall shape of the concave, top surface 202
allows for the jaw 20 to be used by the user to snag
imbedded sutures. The shape of the distal end illustrated 1s
for exemplary purposes and may vary in other embodiments
of the invention.

As discussed herein, the first jaw includes a bump 100.
The bump as shown defines a curved surface extending
away from the body of the jaw. In the embodiment shown,
the bump has a height of 0.015 1n. The height and shape of
the bump may vary in the practice of the invention. As
discussed, the recess 30 on the fork 1s correspondingly
shaped to recerve the hump during opening and closing of
the jaws. The first jaw also defines an aperture 204 for
insertion of the rivet and a bottom recess 206.

The sharpness of the jaws 1s an important feature 1n the
performance of the cutter. Jaws are sharpened as manufac-
tured to either cut or rip, that 1s to say, slice, the suture. Jaws
can also be used to grasp suture for removal. As shown 1n
FIG. 7, the inside surface 210 of first jaw 20 1s planar,
smooth and without any raised portions, bumps, or stoppers.
This configuration allows for more automated sharpening,
and at a lower cost to the manufacturer. The jaws are very
small and create difliculty 1n bracing before any sharpening
process begins which involves any significant force. By
having a smooth inside surface, and all contours on an
outside surface, the jaw shape allows for a sharpening of a
plurality of jaws at the same time, and at a relatively
inexpensive cost. For example, with the contours of the jaws
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held 1n a mold-like brace, for example, in a downward
orientation, and the smooth inside surface exposed 1n an
upward orientation, a plurality of jaws may be sharpened
ciliciently by a high-volume sharpening apparatus, such as a
wheel sharpener.

A method of operation of the endoscopic suture cutter as
described herein 1s also inherent to the present invention.

While various mventive aspects, concepts and features of
the general inventive concepts are described and illustrated
herein 1n the context of various exemplary embodiments,
these various aspects, concepts and features may be used in
many alternative embodiments, either individually or in
various combinations and sub-combinations thereof. Unless
expressly excluded herein all such combinations and sub-
combinations are intended to be within the scope of the
general imnventive concepts. Still further, while various alter-
native embodiments as to the various aspects, concepts and
features of the inventions (such as alternative materials,
structures, configurations, methods, circuits, devices and
components, alternatives as to form, fit and function, and so
on) may be described herein, such descriptions are not
intended to be a complete or exhaustive list of available
alternative embodiments, whether presently known or later
developed. Those skilled 1n the art may readily adopt one or
more of the mventive aspects, concepts or features into
additional embodiments and uses within the scope of the
general inventive concepts even 1f such embodiments are not
expressly disclosed herein. Additionally, even though some
features, concepts or aspects of the mventions may be
described herein as bemng a preferred arrangement or
method, such description 1s not intended to suggest that such
feature 1s required or necessary unless expressly so stated.
Still further, exemplary or representative values and ranges
may be included to assist in understanding the present
disclosure; however, such values and ranges are not to be
construed 1n a limiting sense and are intended to be critical
values or ranges only 11 so expressly stated. Moreover, while
various aspects, features and concepts may be expressly
identified herein as being mventive or forming part of an
invention, such identification 1s not intended to be exclusive,
but rather there may be inventive aspects, concepts and
features that are fully described herein without being
expressly 1dentified as such or as part of a specific invention.
Descriptions of exemplary methods or processes are not
limited to inclusion of all steps as being required 1n all cases,
nor 1s the order that the steps are presented to be construed
as required or necessary unless expressly so stated.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A rotatable jaw device for use with an endoscope, the
device comprising:
a fork; and
two jaws pivotally mounted to the fork, and movable
between a predetermined closed position and a prede-
termined open position;
wherein each of the two jaws has at least one protrusion
on a surface of each of the two jaws, and the at least one
protrusion contacts the fork to prohibit the two jaws
from opening more than the predetermined open posi-
tion; the at least one protrusion contacts the fork to
prohibit the two jaws from closing more than the
predetermined closed position; and wherein each jaw 1s
identical.
2. The rotatable jaw device of claim 1, wherein the two
jaws 1n the predetermined closed position are side-by-side
and rotated zero degrees relative to each other.
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3. The rotatable jaw device of claim 1, wherein the two
jaws 1n the predetermined open position are rotated no more
than 90 degrees relative to each other.

4. A rotatable jaw device of claim 1, wherein the at least
one protrusion prohibits movement of the two jaws 1n the
closing direction beyond the predetermined closed position.

5. The rotatable jaw device of claim 1, wherein each jaw
has an inside surface and an outside surface.

6. The rotatable jaw device of claim 1, wherein each jaw
has at least one protrusion on an outside surface of the jaw.

7. A cutting device for use with an endoscope, the device
comprising: a fork; and

a first jaw and a second jaw, the first jaw and the second
jaw pivotally mounted to the fork and rotatable
between a predetermined closed position and a prede-
termined open position;

wherein each jaw has at least one protrusion on a surface
of the jaw, and the at least one protrusion contacts the
fork to prohibit movement of the two jaws in the
opening direction beyond the predetermined open posi-
tion.

8. The cutting device of claim 7, wherein each jaw has at
least one additional protrusion on a surface of the jaw, and
the at least one additional protrusion contacts the fork to
prohibit movement of the two jaws 1n the closing direction
beyond the predetermined closed position.

9. The cutting device of claim 7, wherein the first jaw and
the second jaw each have two protrusions on an outside
surface of the jaw, one protrusion for prohibiting movement
of the two jaws 1n the opening direction beyond the prede-
termined open position and one protrusion for prohibiting
movement of the two jaws 1n the closing direction beyond
the predetermined closed position.

10. The cutting device of claim 7, wherein the first jaw
and the second jaw each have an entirely smooth inner
surface.

11. The cutting device of claim 7, wherein the first jaw
and the second jaw are identical.

12. The cutting device of claim 11, wherein the first jaw
and the second jaw have a convex distal surface and a
concave top surface.

13. The cutting device of claim 12, wherein the first jaw
and the second jaw comprise a rounded convex external
shape.

14. The cutting device of claim 7, further comprising a
first wire attached to a proximal end of the first jaw, and a
second wire attached to a proximal end of the second jaw,
wherein the jaws are rotatable between the predetermined
closed position and the predetermined open position by
control of the wires.

15. A cutting device for use with an endoscope, the device
comprising;

a body;

a handle mounted to and movable relative to the body;

a catheter having a first end fixed to the body and a second
end, the catheter defining a passage and an opening at
the second end;

a fork having two prongs and attached to the second end
of the catheter:

a first jaw and a second jaw, pivotally mounted to the fork
within the two prongs, and dependently movable
between a predetermined closed position and a prede-
termined open position; and

a first wire attached to a proximal end of the first jaw, and
a second wire attached to a proximal end of the second
jaw, wherein the jaws are rotatable between the prede-
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termined closed position and the predetermined open
position by operation of the handle;

wherein a combination of the first jaw and the second jaw

have a total of at least two protrusions on a surface of
a 1aw, at least one protrusion on a surface of a jaw to 5
prohibit movement of the two jaws in the opeming
direction beyond the predetermined open position and
a second protrusion on a surface of a jaw to prohibit
movement of the two jaws 1n the closing direction
beyond the predetermined closed position; 10
wherein the first jaw and the second jaw are i1dentical.

16. The cutting device of claim 135, wherein at least the
first jaw or the second jaw has two protrusions, one protru-
sion for prohibiting movement of the two jaws 1n the
opening direction beyond the predetermined open position 15
and one protrusion for prohibiting movement of the two
jaws 1n the closing direction beyond the predetermined
closed position.
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