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OPTICAL MODULE, OPTICAL MODULE
MOUNTING METHOD, OPTICAL
MODULE-MOUNTED CIRCUIT SUBSTRATE,
OPTICAL MODULE EVALUATION KIT
SYSTEM, CIRCUIT SUBSTRATE, AND
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 14/987,016 filed Jan. 4, 2016, which 1s a continu-
ation of PCT International Application No. PCT/IP2013/

068563 filed on Jul. 5, 2013, the entire contents of both of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an optical module, an
optical module mounting method, an optical module-
mounted circuit substrate, an optical module evaluation kit
system, a circuit substrate, and a communication system.

2. Description of the Related Art

Optical interconnection between boards has been studied
in order to achieve exascale computing. In the optical
interconnection, an optical module which 1s an optical
transmitter or an optical receiver transmits or receives
optical signals through an optical transmission line. Japa-
nese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2004-29621, Japa-
nese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2000-98153, Japa-
nese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2002-189137.
Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2003-139979,
and Japanese Patent No. 5117640 disclose a structure in
which an optical module and an optical transmission line are
formed on a circuit substrate.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the present invention to at least partially
solve the problems 1n the conventional technology.

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, an
optical module includes: a housing i1ncluding an internal
space that has an opening 1n a substrate mounting surface, an
clement mounting surface that forms a portion of an 1nner
surface of the internal space, and a waveguide introduction
opening that 1s formed in a side surface intersecting the
substrate mounting surface and 1s connected to the opening
and the internal space; an optical element that 1s mounted on
the element mounting surface; and an electronic element that
1s mounted on the element mounting surface and 1s con-
nected to the optical element. When the substrate mounting,
surface 1s mounted on a circuit substrate, an optical wave-
guide that protrudes from a surface of the circuit substrate 1s
introduced into the internal space through the waveguide
introduction opening.

In accordance with another aspect of the present inven-
tion, a circuit substrate includes: an optical waveguide that
protrudes from a surface of the circuit substrate; and the
optical module according to an aspect of the present inven-
tion that has the substrate mounting surface mounted on the
circuit substrate such that the optical waveguide 1s 1ntro-
duced into the internal space through the waveguide intro-
duction opening.
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In accordance with still another aspect of the present
invention, an optical module-mounted circuit substrate

includes: the optical module according to an aspect of the
present mvention; an optical coupling member that 1s opti-
cally coupled with the optical module; and a circuit substrate
on which the optical module and the optical coupling
member are mounted and which has a main surface having
an opening formed therein and 1s electrically connected to
the optical module. The positioning of the optical module
and the optical coupling member 1n at least a horizontal
direction of the main surface of the circuit substrate 1s
performed through the opening.

In accordance with still another aspect of the present
invention, an optical module evaluation kit system {for
evaluating an optical module, includes the optical module-
mounted circuit substrate according to an aspect of the
present 1nvention.

In accordance with still another aspect of the present
invention, a communication system includes: the optical
module, the circuit substrate, or the optical module-mounted
circuit substrate according to an aspect of the present
ivention.

In accordance with still another aspect of the present
invention, an optical module mounting method includes:
placing the optical module an aspect of the present invention
such that the substrate mounting surface faces a circuit
substrate; aligning three alignment guide holes which are
formed in the housing so as to extend from a surface
opposite to the substrate mounting surface to the substrate
mounting surface with three markers which are provided on
the circuit substrate so as to correspond to the arrangement
of the three alignment guide holes, while observing the three
markers through the three alignment guide holes, thereby
aligning the optical module with the circuit substrate; and
mounting the aligned optical module on the circuit substrate.

In accordance with still another aspect of the present
invention, an optical module mounting method includes:
attaching, to the optical module according to an aspect of the
present invention, a protector that covers and protects a
surface from which the optical element 1s exposed; and
mounting the optical module on the circuit substrate, with
the substrate mounting surface facing the circuit substrate.

In accordance with still another aspect of the present
invention, an optical module mounting method includes:
mounting the optical module according to an aspect of the
present invention on the circuit substrate, with the substrate
mounting surface facing the circuit substrate; attaching a
height adjuster including a height adjustment portion to the
optical module such that a lower end of the height adjust-
ment portion 1s substantially flush with or lower than the
substrate mounting surface in the waveguide introduction
opening; and filling a gap between the circuit substrate and
the optical module having the height adjuster attached
thereto with an underfill material.

The above and other objects, features, advantages and
technical and industrial significance of this invention will be
better understood by reading the following detailed descrip-
tion of presently preferred embodiments of the invention,
when considered in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view schematically 1llustrating an
optical module according to a first embodiment;
FIG. 2 1s an exploded view 1llustrating the optical module

illustrated 1n FIG. 1;
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FIG. 3 1s a plan view 1illustrating the optical module
illustrated 1n FIG. 1;
FIG. 4 15 a cross-sectional view taken along the line A-A

of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5§ 1s a front view 1llustrating the optical module
illustrated 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 1s a cross-sectional view taken along the line B-B
of FIG. 3;

FI1G. 7 1s a diagram 1illustrating a method for mounting the

optical module on a circuit substrate;

FIG. 8 1s a diagram illustrating the optical module
mounted on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view schematically 1llustrating
an optical module according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 10 1s a diagram 1illustrating an optical module
according to a third embodiment and corresponds to the
cross-sectional view of FIG. 4;

FIG. 11 1s a front view 1illustrating the optical module

according to the third embodiment;

FIG. 12 1s a diagram 1illustrating the optical module
according to the third embodiment and corresponds to the
cross-sectional view of FIG. 6;

FIG. 13 1s a diagram illustrating the optical module
mounted on a circuit substrate;

FIG. 14 1s a cross-sectional view schematically illustrat-
ing an optical module according to a fourth embodiment;

FIG. 15 1s a plan view schematically illustrating an optical
module according to a fifth embodiment;

FIG. 16 1s a diagram 1llustrating another embodiment of
a marker formed on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 17 1s a diagram 1illustrating alignment with the
marker illustrated in FIG. 16;

FIG. 18A 1s a diagram 1illustrating still another embodi-
ment of the marker formed on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 18B 1s a diagram 1illustrating still another embodi-
ment of the marker formed on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 18C 1s a diagram 1illustrating still another embodi-
ment of the marker formed on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 18D 1s a diagram 1illustrating still another embodi-
ment of the marker formed on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 19 1s a diagram 1illustrating an example of the
arrangement of the markers;

FIG. 20 1s a diagram 1illustrating an example of an optical
module according to another embodiment;

FIG. 21 1s a perspective view schematically 1llustrating a
mounting system according to a sixth embodiment;

FIG. 22 1s a side view of FIG. 21;

FIG. 23 1s a front view of FIG. 21;

FI1G. 24 1s a plan view of FIG. 21;

FIG. 25 1s a perspective view illustrating a circuit sub-
strate and a socket illustrated 1in FIG. 21;

FI1G. 26 1s a perspective view 1llustrating an M T connector
supporting member illustrated in FIG. 21;

FIG. 27 1s a cross-sectional view 1illustrating a portion of
FIG. 22;

FIG. 28 15 a cross-sectional view 1illustrating a portion of
FIG. 23;

FI1G. 29A 15 a diagram 1llustrating a preferred example of
a spacer;

FI1G. 29B 1s a diagram 1llustrating a preferred example of
the spacer;

FIG. 30 1s a cross-sectional view 1llustrating a portion of
an evaluation kit according to a seventh embodiment;

FIG. 31 1s a diagram schematically illustrating a wave-
guide supporting member and an organic optical waveguide

illustrated 1n FIG. 30:;
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FIG. 32 1s a diagram schematically 1llustrating an optical
module-mounted circuit substrate on which an optical mod-
ule 1s mounted using a component of the mounting system;

FIG. 33 1s a diagram schematically illustrating an organic
optical waveguide having a guide hole;

FIG. 34 1s a diagram schematically illustrating an optical
module-mounted circuit substrate according to an eighth
embodiment;

FIG. 35 1s a diagram schematically illustrating an optical
module-mounted circuit substrate according to a ninth
embodiment;

FIG. 36 15 a perspective view schematically 1llustrating an
optical module according to a tenth embodiment;

FIG. 37 1s a side view schematically illustrating a pro-
tector,

FIG. 38 1s a diagram 1llustrating a state in which the
protector 1s attached to the optical module;

FIG. 39 1s a diagram schematically 1llustrating a protector
according to another embodiment;

FIG. 40 1s a diagram schematically 1llustrating a protector
according to another embodiment;

FIG. 41A 1s a diagram 1llustrating an aspect 1n which the
optical module having the protector attached thereto 1is
mounted on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 41B 1s a diagram 1llustrating an aspect in which the
optical module having the protector attached thereto 1is
mounted on the circuit substrate;

FIG. 42 1s a diagram schematically illustrating a protector
according to still another embodiment;

FIG. 43 1s a diagram schematically illustrating the pro-
tector according to still another embodiment;

FIG. 44 15 a top view schematically illustrating a height
adjuster;

FIG. 45 15 a side view schematically illustrating the height
adjuster;

FIG. 46 1s a diagram 1llustrating a case 1n which the height
adjuster 1s not used;

FIG. 47 1s a diagram 1llustrating a case 1n which the height
adjuster 1s used;

FIG. 48 15 a perspective view schematically illustrating an
optical module according to another embodiment to which a
protector will be applied;

FIG. 49 1s a cross-sectional view taken along the line C-C
of FIG. 48:;

FIG. 50 1s a perspective view schematically illustrating a
protector which can be applied to the optical module illus-
trated 1n FIG. 48;

FIG. 51 1s a diagram illustrating a state in which the
protector illustrated 1n FIG. 50 1s attached to the optical
module 1llustrated in FIG. 48;

FIG. 52 1s a diagram illustrating a state in which the
protector illustrated 1n FIG. 50 1s attached to the optical
module 1llustrated in FIG. 48;

FIG. 53 15 a perspective view schematically 1llustrating a
protector according to another embodiment;

FIG. 54 1s a diagram 1llustrating a state in which the
protector illustrated in FIG. 53 1s attached to the optical
module 1llustrated in FIG. 48;

FIG. 55 1s a diagram 1illustrating an optical module to
which a protective structure 1s applied;

FIG. 56 1s an exploded view illustrating the optical
module 1illustrated 1n FIG. 55;

FIG. 57 1s a diagram illustrating an optical module to
which a protective structure according to another embodi-
ment 1s applied;

FIG. 58 1s an exploded view illustrating the optical
module 1llustrated in FIG. 57;
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FIG. 59A 1s a perspective view schematically 1llustrating
an optical module according to a modification of the tenth
embodiment;

FIG. 59B 1s a diagram 1illustrating a state in which the
protector 1s attached to the optical module;

FIG. 59C 1s a top view illustrating a main portion of FIG.
59B;

FIG. 59D 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating a main
portion taken along the line D-D of FIG. 59C;

FIG. 59E 1s a diagram as viewed from an arrow E 1n FIG.
59C;

FIG. 60 1s a diagram 1llustrating a pin which 1s formed in
a tapered shape;

FIG. 61 1s a perspective view schematically illustrating a
protector according to still another embodiment;

FIG. 62 1s a side view schematically illustrating the
protector illustrated in FIG. 61;

FIG. 63 1s a diagram 1llustrating a state in which the
protector illustrated in FIG. 61 1s attached to the optical
module 1llustrated in FIG. 48; and

FIG. 64 1s a diagram illustrating a state in which the

protector illustrated 1n FIG. 61 1s attached to the optical
module 1llustrated 1n FIG. 48.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

(L]

Herealter, embodiments of an optical module, an optical
module mounting method, an optical module-mounted cir-
cuit substrate, an optical module evaluation kit system, a
circuit substrate, and a communication system according to
embodiments of the present invention will be explained with
reference to the drawings. The embodiments do not limit the
present mvention. In all the drawings, identical or corre-
sponding elements are given same reference numerals. It
should be noted that the drawings show schematic examples.
Accordingly, a relationship between respective elements
may be different from real values. Among the drawings,
there may be parts where the relationships and ratios of the
shown sizes are diflerent from one another.

In the optical interconnection between the boards, an
organic optical waveguide made of an organic optical mate-
rial 1s expected to be applied as the optical transmission line.
However, since the organic optical waveguide 1s attached
onto the circuit substrate, 1t protrudes from the surface of the
substrate. Therefore, when the organic optical waveguide 1s
mounted on the circuit substrate, there 1s a concern that the
organic optical waveguide will physically interfere with a
housing of an optical module which i1s optically coupled to
the organic optical waveguide.

In contrast, according to the embodiment described
below, physical interference with an optical waveguide 1s
prevented.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view schematically illustrating an
optical module according to a first embodiment. FIG. 2 1s an
exploded view illustrating the optical module 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 1. FIG. 3 1s a plan view 1llustrating the optical module
illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view taken
along the line A-A of FIG. 3. FIG. § 1s a front view
illustrating the optical module illustrated 1n FIG. 1. FIG. 6
1s a cross-sectional view taken along the line B-B of FIG. 3.
Heremaiter, the optical module according to the {irst
embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to

6.
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An optical module 100 includes a housing 10, a vertical
cavity surface emitting laser (VCSEL) array element 20, a
driver 1C 30, a microlens array element 40, a lens array
clement holder 50, and a spacer 60.

The housing 10 includes a rectangular plate member 11
and a U-shaped frame member 12. The plate member 11 has,
for example, a stacked substrate structure in which five
dielectric films, such as five resin films, and five copper films
forming a wiring pattern are alternately stacked. The frame

member 12 has, for example, a stacked substrate structure in
which nine dielectric films, such as nine resin films, and nine
copper films forming a wiring pattern are alternately
stacked. The plate member 11 and the frame member 12 are
bonded by a bonding layer 13 with, for example, solder or
Au bumps so as to ensure the electrical connection between
the wiring patterns of the plate member 11 and the frame
member 12. The plate member 11 and the frame member 12
are bonded to each other to form an internal space 14, an
clement mounting surface 11a, and a waveguide introduc-
tion opening 15 in the housing 10. The internal space 14
includes an opening 14a which i1s formed in a substrate
mounting surface 12a of the frame member 12 opposite to
a surface bonded to the plate member 11 and 1s surrounded
by the frame member 12. The element mounting surface 11a
1s a portion of the surface of the plate member 11 to which
the frame member 12 1s not bonded and forms a portion of
the 1nner surface of the internal space 14. The waveguide
introduction opening 15 1s formed in a side surface which
intersects the substrate mounting surface 12a by the opening
of the frame member 12 and 1s connected to the opening 14a
and the internal space 14.

A marker 11aa and a concave portion 11ad for mounting
the driver IC 30 are formed 1n the element mounting surface
11a. A land grid array in which planar electrode pads 16
having a diameter of 450 um are arranged in a lattice shape
at a pitch of, for example, 1 mm 1s formed on the substrate
mounting surface 12a. The planar electrode pads 16 include,
for example, a planar electrode pad 16a for power supply, a
planar electrode pad 165 for a differential high frequency
signal, a planar electrode pad 16¢ for ground, and a planar
clectrode pad 164 for a control signal. In the drawings, the
same type of planar electrode pad 1s hatched in the same
mannet.

Three guide holes 17 for alignment are formed in the
housing 10 so as to extend from the substrate mounting
surtace 12a of the frame member 12 to a rear surface of the
plate member 11 opposite to the substrate mounting surface
12a. The guide holes 17 are arranged so as to form an
1sosceles triangle 1 FIG. 3.

The VCSEL array element 20 which 1s an optical element
includes a plurality of (for example, 12) VCSEL elements
which are arranged in a one-dimensional array and 1s
mounted 1n the vicinity of the concave portion 11ab of the
clement mounting surface 11a. The driver IC 30 which 1s an
clectronic element 1s used to drive the VCSEL array element
20 and 1s mounted in the concave portion 1lab of the
clement mounting surface 11a. The microlens array element
40 1s arranged so as to correspond to the VCSEL array
clement 20 and includes, for example, 12 microlenses which
correspond to the number of VCSEL elements in the VCSEL
array element 20 and are arranged in a one-dimensional
array. Each microlens in the microlens array element 40
receives a laser optical signal output from each VCSEL
clement, focuses the laser optical signal, and achieves pre-
determined optical coupling with, for example, an external
optical component. The microlens array element 40 1s made
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ol a translucent material including glass, such as silica-based
glass, or a resin which transmits light emitted from the
VCSEL array element.

The lens array element holder 50 holds the microlens
array element 40 using a holding hole 52 formed 1n a main
surface 51 such that the optical axis of each microlens 1n the
microlens array element 40 1s aligned with the optical axis
of each VCSEL element in the VCSEL array element 20.
The lens array element holder 50 includes guide holes 53
which are formed on both side of the holding hole 52 and
function as a guide mechanism for alignment. The use of the
guide holes 53 makes it possible to fit an MT-type optical
connector to the optical module 100 and to easily test and
evaluate the characteristics of the optical module 100. The
MT-type optical connector means an optical connector 1n
which guide pin holes 1into which fitting pins can be mserted
are formed at both sides of a connection end surface and an
optical fiber 1s arranged between the guide pin holes, like an
MT connector defined by JIS C3981. The spacer 60 1is
interposed between the element mounting surface 11a of the
plate member 11 and the lens array element holder 50. When
the thickness of the spacer 60 i1s changed, the distance
between the microlens array element 40 and the VCSEL
array element 20 1s changed. Then, the focusing position of
the laser light emitted from the VCSEL array element 20
through the microlens array element 40 1s also changed. This
makes 1t possible to perform correction such that a variation
in the distance from the substrate mounting surface 12a to a
focusing point of the microlens array element 40 due to the
tolerance of the height of the internal space 14 of the housing
10 1s reduced. In the lens array element holder 50, a portion
ol a side surface 54 which faces the frame member 12 is
chamiered so as to be inclined with respect to the main
surface 51. It 1s preferable that the lens array element holder
50 and the spacer 60 be made of a metal material with high
thermal conductivity, such as copper.

Next, the operation of the optical module 100 will be
described. First, the driver IC 30 1s supplied with, for
example, a power supply voltage signal, a differential high
frequency signal, and a control signal from the outside
through the planar electrode pad 16 and the wiring pattern
formed in the housing 10 and drives the VCSEL array
clement 20 on the basis of these signals. Each VCSEL
clement 1n the VCSEL array element 20 outputs a laser
optical signal with a wavelength of, for example, 1.1 um to
1.5 um 1ncluding the differential high frequency signal. Each
microlens in the microlens array element 40 receives the
laser optical signal output from each VCSEL eclement,
focuses the laser optical signal, and achieves predetermined
optical coupling with, for example, an external optical
component. It 1s preferable to use a lens element, such as the
microlens array element 40, 1n order to achieve the optical
coupling. In this case, 1t 1s possible to improve coupling
elliciency, as compared to so-called butt coupling without
using the lens element.

Next, a method for assembling the optical module 100
will be described. First, the plate member 11 and the frame
member 12 are bonded to each other by, for example, solder
reflow or Au bump welding. In this case, for example,
SnAgCu-based solder having a melting point of about 220°
C. 1s used. In addition, three guide holes 17 can be used for
the alignment between the plate member 11 and the frame
member 12.

Then, the VCSEL array element 20 1s mounted on the
clement mounting surface 11a. It 1s preferable to use the
marker 11aa for the alignment. In this case, 1t 1s possible to
mount the VCSEL array element 20 at an exact position.
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Then, the driver IC 30 1s mounted 1n the concave portion
11ab of the element mounting surface 11a. The driver IC 30
1s bonded to an electrode pad formed on the clement
mounting surface 11a by a wire. The VCSEL array element
20 and the driver IC 30 are bonded to each other by wire
bonding. Since the driver IC 30 1s mounted in the concave
portion 11ab, the diflerence 1n height between the VCSEL
array element 20 and the driver IC 30 1s reduced. Therelore,
it 1s possible to reduce the length of a bonding wire. As a
result, the deterioration of the quality of the differential high
frequency signal which 1s output from the driver IC 30 to the
VCSEL array element 20 through wire bonding 1s prevented.

Among the planar electrode pads 16, the planar electrode
pad 16a for power supply and the planar electrode pad 164
for a control signal are arranged close to the waveguide
introduction opening 15 (U-shaped leading end) of the frame
member 12. According to this structure, a wiring pattern for
a signal other than the differential high frequency signal 1s
not present on a path from the planar electrode pad 165 for
a differential high frequency signal to the driver 1IC 30
through the wiring pattern in the housing 10. Therefore, 1t 1s
casy to treat a wiring pattern for a differential high frequency
signal and 1t 1s possible to reduce the length of the pattern
and to prevent the influence of a low-frequency component
of a power supply. As a result, the deterioration of the quality
of the differential high frequency signal 1s prevented.

Then, the spacer 60 1s bonded to the element mounting
surface 11a by, for example, an adhesive. It 1s preferable that
the thickness of the plate member 11 be small 1n order to
reduce the height (thickness) of the optical module 100 and
thus reduce the size of the optical module 100 while ensur-
ing the height of the internal space 14 and in order to
cllectively dissipate heat generated during the operation of
the driver 1C 30. However, when the plate member 11 1s too
small, there 1s a concern that the deformation, such as
warpage or tlexure, of the plate member 11 will occur due
to heat from the driver IC 30. In this case, for example, the
distance between the VCSEL array element 20 and the
microlens array element 40 1s changed, which may cause the
deterioration of the state of the above-mentioned predeter-
mined optical coupling. In contrast, when the spacer 60 1s
made of a material, such as metal with a higher rigidity than
that forming the housing 10, the deformation of the plate
member 11 1s prevented. Therefore, the deterioration of the
state of the predetermined optical coupling 1s also prevented.

As described above, since the frame member 12 has the
structure 1n which dielectrics and copper films are alter-
nately stacked, an error 1n the thickness of the frame member
12 from the design value 1s likely to occur due to, for
example, a manufacturing error. When there is an error in the
thickness of the frame member 12, an error 1n the height of
the internal space 14 also occurs. As a result, an error occurs
in the predetermined optical coupling achieved by the
microlens array element 40. For this reason, spacers 60 with
different thicknesses are prepared in advance and a spacer 60
with a thickness capable of cancelling an error in the
thickness (the height of the internal space 14) of the frame
member 12 which has been measured 1n advance 1s selected
and used. According to this structure, the above-mentioned
optical coupling error problem 1s solved.

Then, the microlens array element 40 1s 1nserted into the
holding hole 52 of the lens array element holder 50 and 1s
then bonded thereto. Then, the lens array element holder 50
1s placed on the spacer 60 and the VCSEL array element 20
and the microlens array element 40 are aligned with each
other. Then, the lens array element holder 50 1s bonded to the
spacer 60. At that time, 1t 1s preferable that the gap between
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the lens array element holder 50 or the spacer 60 and the
driver IC 30 be filled with a resin with high thermal

conductivity, such as silicone. In this case, heat generated
during the operation of the dniver 1C 30 1s dissipated from
the lens array element holder 50 or the spacer 60 through the
resin.

The alignment between the VCSEL array element 20 and
the microlens array element 40 can be performed by a
so-called active alignment method which operates the
VCSEL array element 20 such that laser light 1s output and
observes the state of light transmitted through the microlens
array element 40. In addition, the state of light transmitted
through the microlens array element 40 may be observed by,
for example, a microscope. Alternatively, an MT connector
of an optical fiber array with a known MT connector may be
arranged so as to face the microlens array element 40 and the
intensity of laser light output from the optical fiber array
may be measured. In this embodiment, the MT connector 1s
used. However, any member having an optical fiber with a
positioning structure provided therein can be used. The
guide holes 53 are provided for alignment with an MT
connector for evaluation through guide pins. In this case, the
guide pins are inserted mnto the guide holes of the MT
connector and the guide holes 33 of the lens array element
holder 50 to easily fit the MT connector to the lens array
clement holder 50. At that time, a spacer 1s inserted between
a light mnput/output end surface of an organic waveguide and
the MT connector such that light 1s coupled to an optical
connection end surface of the MT connector. According to
this structure, 1t 1s possible to accurately align the MT
connector with the microlens array element 40 and to easily
cvaluate the characteristics of the optical module 100.
Theretfore, active alignment with high positioning accuracy
1s achueved.

As described above, 1n the lens array element holder 50,
a portion of the side surface 34 which faces the frame
member 12 1s chamfered. Therefore, an adhesive for bond-
ing the lens array element holder 50 to the spacer 60 1s likely
to flow 1nto the holding hole and workability 1s improved.

Then, a method for mounting the optical module 100 on
a circuit substrate will be described. FIG. 7 1s a diagram
illustrating the method for mounting the optical module on
the circuit substrate. As illustrated in FIG. 7, an organic
optical waveguide 210 1s mounted on a circuit substrate 200
by adhesion. One end of the organic optical waveguide 210
1s processed mto a wedge portion 211. In addition, three
markers 220 which are arranged so as to correspond to the
arrangement of the guide holes 17 1n the optical module 100
are provided on the circuit substrate 200.

For example, a known flip-chip bonder can be used to
mount the optical module 100 on the circuit substrate 200.
In this case, the rear surface 115 of the optical module 100
1s sucked and lifted by the head of the flip-chip bonder and
the optical module 100 1s moved and placed at a predeter-
mined position on the circuit substrate 200. Then, heat 1s
applied from the head through the housing 10 to solder each
planar electrode pad 16 of the optical module 100 to each
clectrode pad of the circuit substrate 200. In this way, a
circuit substrate 1000 having the optical module 100
mounted thereon 1s completed.

During the mounting, the substrate mounting surface 124
of the optical module 100 faces the circuit substrate 200 and
the alignment between the guide holes 17 and the markers
220 on the circuit substrate 200 1s performed while the
markers 220 on the circuit substrate 200 are observed
through the guide holes 17 of the optical module 100. In this
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way, 1t 1s possible to accurately mount the optical module
100 at a desired position on the circuit substrate 200.

In particular, in the first embodiment, since the three guide
holes 17 are aligned with the three markers 220, it 1s easy to
check the positional deviation of the optical module 100 1n
the rotation direction and the amount of deviation of the
optical module 100 and to correct the positional deviation.
Therefore, it 1s easier to accurately mount the optical module
100 at a desired position on the circuit substrate 200 with
high positioning accuracy. In this embodiment, the three
guide holes 17 and the three markers 220 are arranged so as
to form an 1sosceles triangle. However, they may be
arranged so as to form other triangles.

The organic optical waveguide 210 protrudes from the
surface of the circuit substrate 200. When the optical module
100 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200, the organic
optical waveguide 210 1s mtroduced into the internal space
14 through the waveguide introduction opening 15. There-
fore, 1t 1s possible to prevent the physical interference
between the organic optical waveguide 210 and the optical
module 100.

When the flip-chip bonder 1s used for mounting, it 1s
preferable to use low-melting-point solder with a lower
melting point than high-melting-point solder for bonding the
plate member 11 and the frame member 12 such that the
high-melting-point solder 1s not melted by heat applied from
the head. Examples of the low-melting-point solder include
SnAgCu-based solder with a melting point of about 220° C.,
SnPb-based solder with a melting point of about 183° C.,
and SnBi1-based solder with a melting point of about 137° C.
However, even when SnAgCu solder 1s used to bond the
frame member and the plate member, the melting point of
the solder increases after the solder 1s melted. When the
temperature 1s accurately managed during the mounting of
the optical module, 1t 1s also possible to use SnAgCu-based
solder. In addition, 1t 1s preferable that the microlens array
clement 40 be made of glass. In this case, even when heat 1s
applied from the flip-chip bonder 1n order to mount the
optical module, deformation caused by heat 1s less likely to
occur. In addition, it 1s preferable that an adhesive used to
bond the microlens array element 40, the lens array element
holder 50, or the spacer 60 be made of, for example, an
epoxy resin with high heat resistance.

FIG. 8 1s a diagram 1illustrating the optical module
mounted on the circuit substrate. As illustrated in FI1G. 8, the
VCSEL array element 20 1s electrically connected to the
driver IC 30 by a bonding wire 101. The dniver IC 30 1s
clectrically connected to the electrode pad (not illustrated)
on the element mounting surface 11a by a bonding wire 102.
The electrode pad 1s electrically connected from the wiring
pattern formed on the element mounting surface 11a to the
wiring pattern on the circuit substrate 200 through the plate
member 11, the bonding layer 13, the frame member 12, and
cach planar electrode pad 16, as represented by an electrical

path DL.
The alignment between the guide holes 17 1n the optical
module 100 and the markers 220 on the circuit substrate 200
1s performed to align the VCSEL element with the guide
hole 17 of the optical module 100 and to align the markers
220 on the circuit substrate 200 with the organic optical
waveguide 210. Therefore, the optical module 100 1s
mounted such that the exact positional relationship between
the microlens array element 40 and the organic optical
waveguide 210 1s established.

Since the organic optical waveguide 210 1s introduced
into the internal space 14 through the waveguide introduc-

tion opening 15, the organic optical waveguide 210 does not
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physically interfere with the optical module 100. The thick-
ness of the frame member 12 1s appropriately set to prevent

the physical mterference between the organic optical wave-
guide 210 and the microlens array element 40 and between
the organic optical waveguide 210 and the lens array ele-
ment holder 50. In this case, the waveguide introduction
opening 15 may be closed with, for example, grease or a
resin such that dust does not get into the internal space 14.

When the optical module 100 1s used, the driver 1C 30 1s
supplied with, for example, the power supply voltage signal,
the differential high frequency signal, and the control signal
from the circuit substrate 200 through the planar electrode
pads 16. The VCSEL array element 20 1s driven by the driver
IC 30. Each VCSEL element outputs a laser optical signal L
including the differential high frequency signal. Fach micro-
lens of the microlens array element 40 receives the laser
optical signal L output from each VCSEL element and
focuses the laser optical signal L on the organic optical
waveguide 210 from the upper side of the organic optical
waveguide 210. The wedge portion 211 reflects the focused
laser optical signal L so as to be coupled to the organic
optical waveguide 210. The organic optical waveguide 210
transmits the laser optical signal L to, for example, another
circuit substrate.

As described above, the spacer 60 has the eflect of
preventing the deformation of the plate member 11 and the
celfect of reducing a variation in the distance from the
substrate mounting surface 12a to the focusing point of the
microlens array element 40 due to the tolerance of the
thickness of the frame member 12. Therefore, the proper
coupling of the laser optical signal L to the organic optical
waveguide 210 1s obtained by the spacer 60.

In this embodiment, mstead of the VCSEL array element
20, a photodiode array element which 1s a light receiving
clement and has substantially the same structure as the
optical module 100 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200.
In addition, mstead of the driver IC 30, an optical module for
reception which has, for example, a trans-impedance ampli-
fier or a limiting amplifier mounted thereon 1s mounted on
the circuit substrate 200. The optical module for reception
can receive a laser optical signal which 1s transmitted from
another circuit substrate through another organic optical
waveguide. In this way, boards are optically mterconnected.

As described above, according to the optical module 100
of the first embodiment, the physical interference between
the optical module 100 and the organic optical waveguide
210 1s prevented. In addition, 1t 1s easy to accurately mount
the optical module 100 at a desired position on the circuit
substrate 200 with high positioning accuracy. Therefore, 1t 1s
possible to easily align the optical axis of the VCSEL array
clement 20 with the optical axis of the organic optical
waveguide 210 with high accuracy. As a result, 1t 1s easy to
obtain the proper optical coupling between the laser optical
signal L output from the VCSEL array element 20 and the
organic optical waveguide 210.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view schematically 1llustrating
an optical module according to a second embodiment of the
invention. As illustrated 1 FIG. 9, an optical module 100A
according to the second embodiment diflers from the optical
module 100 according to the first embodiment in that a
housing 10A replaces the housing 10 in the optical module
100. The housing 10A differs from the housing 10 1n that a
plate member 11A replaces the plate member 11 1n the
housing 10.
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The plate member 11A differs from the plate member 11
in that a plurality of rod-shaped radiation members 71 are
provided so as to pass through the plate member 11 A from
the bottom of the concave portion 11ab on the rear surface
side of the driver I1C 30. The radiation member 71 1s made
of a material with high thermal conductivity and 1s prefer-
ably made of, for example, copper or aluminum. In addition,
a heat sink 72 1s provided on the rear surface 115 of the plate
member 11A so as to come mto contact with the radiation
members 71. The heat sink 72 1s also made of a material with
high thermal conductivity and is preferably made of, for
example, copper or aluminum.

In the optical module 100 A, the radiation members 71 and
the heat sink 72 dissipate heat generated during the opera-
tion of the drniver IC 30, which 1s further preferable. In
addition, via holes are formed in the plate member 11 A and
the radiation members 71 with high thermal conductivity are
inserted mto the via holes.

A mounting method using solder will be described as
another example of the method for mounting the optical
module.

In general, the optical module 100 has a ball grid array
(BGA) in which solder balls are provided on the planar
clectrode pads 16 on the surface (substrate mounting surface
12a) of the optical module 100 having the planar electrode
pads 16 formed thereon in the first stage in which the optical
module 100 1s manufactured or after the optical module 100
1s manufactured. Then, the solder 1s melted to mount the
optical module 100 on a circuit substrate (Opto-substrate).

However, 1n this embodiment, as in the drawing, the
planar electrode pads 16 of the optical module 100 are
arranged 1n a land grid array (LGA) and the optical module
100 1s mounted by a method without using a solder ball.

Specifically, a mask plate with a thickness of about 10 um
in which a hole for electrical connection 1s formed at a
predetermined position 1s placed on the Opto-substrate.
Then, a solder cream 1s applied onto the mask plate and 1s
then uniformly spread so as to get into the hole. In addition,
the extra solder cream thicker than the mask plate 1s
removed. In this way, a solder cream layer with a thickness
of about 100 um 1s formed at a predetermined position for
clectrical connection.

Then, the optical module 100 and the Opto-substrate are
aligned with each other and the solder 1s melted to mount the
optical module 100 on the Opto-substrate. For example, a
mounting method with a flip-chip bonder or a reflow mount-
ing method with a reflow furnace 1s used as the mounting
method.

Then, the gap of the mounting surface 1s filled with a
general underfill material such as a resin material.

The solder cream layer which has a thickness of about 100
um and 1s formed at a predetermined position for electrical
connection may be formed on the optical module.

It was confirmed that the object (the Opto-substrate
having the optical module mounted thereon) soldered by the
method without using a solder ball did not have a reliability
problem.

When the above-mentioned mounting method 1s used, it
1s possible to reduce the thickness of the solder layer, as
compared to the BGA. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to reduce a
variation 1n the distance between the frame member and the
circuit substrate. As a result, 1t 1s possible to stably couple
light output from the optical module to the organic optical
waveguide.

In the above-described embodiment, the housing 1s
tormed by bonding the plate member and the frame member.
However, the invention 1s not limited thereto. The housing
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may have any structure as long as 1t has the opening, the
internal space, the waveguide introduction opening. For
example, the plate member and the frame member may be
integrated with each other to form the housing. It 1s prefer-
able that the housing have a U-shape. In this case, an area
capable of arranging the LGA 1s large. In addition, the plate
member 1s not limited to the rectangular shape. The frame
member 1s not limited to the U shape 1in which one side of
the rectangular frame 1s entirely opened, as described 1n the
above-described embodiment. For example, the frame mem-
ber may have a shape in which only a portion of one side of
the frame 1s opened or some or all of a plurality of sides are
opened.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 10 1s a diagram which 1llustrates an optical module
according to a third embodiment of the invention and
corresponds to the cross-sectional view of FIG. 4. FIG. 11 1s
a front view 1illustrating the optical module according to the
third embodiment. FIG. 12 1s a diagram which illustrates the
optical module according to the third embodiment of the
invention and corresponds to the cross-sectional view of
FIG. 6. FIG. 13 1s a diagram 1illustrating the optical module
mounted on a circuit substrate.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 10 to 13, an optlcal module 1008
according to the third embodlment differs from the optical
module 100 according to the first embodiment 1n that a
bonding layer 13B replaces the bonding layer 13 in the
optical module 100.

The plate member 11 and the frame member 12 are
bonded to each other by a metal bonding material 13Ba
serving as a first bonding material, such as solder, an Au
bump, or a conductive resin, and a resin adhesive 13Bb
serving as a second bonding material which 1s provided so
as to fill a gap between the metal bonding materials 13Ba,
in the bonding layer 13B so as to connect the wiring patterns
of the plate member 11 and the frame member 12 and to
ensure the electrical connection thereof.

The optical module 100B has the same operation as the
optical module 100.

Next, a method for assembling the optical module 100B
will be described. First, the plate member 11 and the frame
member 12 are bonded to each other. The bonding 1s
performed by a plurality of metal bonding materials 13Ba
and the resin adhesive 13Bb which 1s provided so as to fill
the gap between the metal bonding materials 13Ba. The
metal bonding material 13Ba 1s bonded by, for examp“.e,,
solder reflow or Au bump welding. In this case, for example,
SnAgCu-based solder having a melting point of about 220°
C. 1s used. Alternatively, for example, solder in which a
re-melting temperature after retflow 1s higher than a melting
temperature during reflow, such as solder using metal nano-
particle paste, may be used. In addition, the alignment
between the plate member 11 and the frame member 12 can
be performed using three guide holes 17.

It 1s preferable that the thickness of the plate member 11
be small 1n order to reduce the height (thickness) of the
optical module 100B and thus reduce the size of the optical
module 100B while ensuring the height of the internal space
14 and 1n order to eflectively dissipate heat generated during
the operation of the driver IC 30. However, when the plate
member 11 1s too thin, there 1s a concern that the mechanical
strength of the plate member 11 will not be ensured. As a
result, there 1s a concern that the deformation, such as
warpage or tlexure, of the plate member 11 will occur due
to heat from the driver 1C 30. In this case, for example, the
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distance between the VCSEL array element 20 and the
microlens array element 40 1s changed, which may cause the
deterioration of the state of the above-mentioned predeter-
mined optical coupling. However, in the third embodiment,
the plate member 11 and the frame member 12 are bonded
to each other by not only the metal bonding materials 13Ba,
but also the resin adhesive 13Bb which 1s provided so as to
f1ll the gap between the metal bonding materials 13Ba.
Theretfore, the bonding area between the plate member 11
and the frame member 12 increases. Even when the plate
member 11 1s thin, the insuflicient mechanical strength of the
plate member 11 1s supplemented and the deformation of the
plate member 11 1s prevented. In addition, since the bonding
area between the plate member 11 and the frame member 12
1s large, the radiation performance 1s further improved.

Then, the VCSEL array element 20 1s mounted on the
clement mounting surface 11a. It 1s preferable to use the
marker 11aa for alignment. In this case, it 1s possible to
mount the VCSEL array element 20 at an exact position.
Then, the drniver IC 30 1s mounted 1n the concave portion
11ab of the element mounting surface 11a. The driver 1C 30
1s bonded to an electrode pad formed on the eclement
mounting surface 11a by a wire. The VCSEL array element
20 and the driver IC 30 are bonded to each other by wire
bonding. Since the driver IC 30 1s mounted in the concave
portion 11ab, a difference in height between the VCSEL
array element 20 and the driver IC 30 1s reduced. Therelore,
it 1s possible to reduce the length of a bonding wire. As a
result, the deterioration of the quality of a differential high
frequency signal which 1s output from the driver IC 30 to the
VCSEL array element 20 through wire bonding 1s prevented.
In addition, since the thickness of the plate member 11 at the
concave portion 11ab 1s small, the radiation performance 1s
improved.

Among the planar electrode pads 16, the planar electrode
pad 16a for power supply and the planar electrode pad 164
for a control signal are arranged close to the waveguide
introduction opening 15 (U-shaped leading end) of the frame
member 12. According to this structure, a wiring pattern for
a signal other than the differential high frequency signal is
not present on a path from the planar electrode pad 165 for
a differential high frequency signal to the driver IC 30
through the wiring pattern in the housing 10. Therefore, 1t 1s
casy to treat a wiring pattern for a differential high frequency
signal and 1t 1s possible to reduce the length of the pattern
and to prevent the influence of a low-frequency component
of a power supply. As a result, the deterioration of the quality
of the differential high frequency signal i1s prevented.

Then, the spacer 60 1s bonded to the element mounting
surface 11a by, for example, an adhesive. When the spacer
60 1s made of a matenial, such as metal, havmg a hlgher
rigidity than that forming the housing 10, the insuflicient
mechanical strength of the plate member 11 1s supplemented
and the deformation of the plate member 11 1s prevented.
Therefore, the deterioration of the state of the predetermined
optical coupling 1s prevented.

As described above, since the frame member 12 has the
structure 1n which dielectrics and copper films are alter-
nately stacked, an error 1n the thickness of the frame member
12 from the design value 1s likely to occur due to, for
example, a manufacturing error. When there is an error in the
thickness of the frame member 12, an error 1n the height of
the internal space 14 also occurs. As a result, an error occurs
in the predetermined optical coupling achieved by the
microlens array element 40. For this reason, the spacers 60
with different thicknesses are prepared in advance and a
spacer 60 with a thickness capable of cancelling an error 1n
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the thickness (the height of the internal space 14) of the
frame member 12 which has been measured 1n advance 1s
selected and used. According to this structure, the above-
mentioned optical coupling error problem 1s solved.

Then, the microlens array element 40 1s inserted into the
holding hole 52 of the lens array element holder 50 and 1s
then bonded thereto. Then, the lens array element holder 50
1s placed on the spacer 60 and the VCSEL array element 20
and the microlens array element 40 are aligned with each
other. Then, the lens array element holder 50 1s bonded to the
spacer 60. At that time, 1t 1s preferable that the gap between
the lens array element holder 50 or the spacer 60 and the
driver IC 30 be filled with a resin with high thermal
conductivity, such as silicone. In this case, heat generated
during the operation of the dniver 1C 30 1s dissipated from
the lens array element holder 50 or the spacer 60 through the
resin.

The alignment between the VCSEL array element 20 and
the microlens array element 40 can be performed by a
so-called active alignment method which operates the
VCSEL array element 20 such that laser light 1s output and
observes the state of light transmitted through the microlens
array element 40. In addition, the state of light transmatted
through the microlens array element 40 may be observed by,
for example, a microscope. Alternatively, an MT connector
of an optical fiber array with a known MT connector may be
arranged so as to face the microlens array element 40 and the
intensity of laser light output from the optical fiber array
may be measured. In this embodiment, the M T connector 1s
used. The guide holes 53 are formed so as to be fitted to an
MT connector for evaluation through guide pins and are
provided for alignment. In this case, the guide pins are
inserted into the guide holes of the MT connector and the
guide holes 53 of the lens array element holder 50 to easily
fit the MT connector to the lens array element holder 50. At
that time, a spacer 1s inserted between a light input/output
end surface of an organic optical waveguide and the MT
connector such that light 1s coupled to an optical connection
end surface of the MT connector. According to this structure,
it 1s possible to accurately align the MT connector with the
microlens array element 40 and to easily evaluate the
characteristics of the optical module 100B. Therefore, active
alignment with high positioning accuracy 1s achieved.

As described above, 1n the lens array element holder 50,
a portion of the side surface 54 which faces the frame
member 12 1s chamfered. Theretfore, an adhesive for bond-
ing the lens array element holder 50 to the spacer 60 1s likely
to flow 1nto the holding hole and workability 1s improved.

For example, a known flip-chip bonder can be used to
mount the optical module 100B on the circuit substrate 200.

When the flip-chip bonder 1s used for mounting, 1t 1s
preferable to use low-melting-point solder with a lower
melting point than high-melting-point solder such that the
metal bonding material 13Ba bonding the plate member 11
and the frame member 12, for example, the high-melting-
point solder 1s not melted by heat applied from the head.
Examples of the low-melting-point solder include SnAgCu-
based solder with a melting point of about 220° C., SnPb-
based solder with a melting point of about 183° C., and
SnBi-based solder with a melting point of about 137° C.
However, even when SnAgCu solder 1s used to bond the
frame member and the plate member, the melting point of
the solder increases after the solder 1s melted. Therefore,
when the temperature 1s accurately managed during the
mounting of the optical module, 1t 1s also possible to use
SnAgCu-based solder. In addition, it 1s preferable that the
microlens array element 40 be made of glass. In this case,
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even when heat 1s applied from the flip-chip bonder i order
to mount the optical module, deformation caused by heat 1s
less likely to occur. In addition, 1t 1s preferable that an
adhesive used to bond the microlens array element 40, the
lens array element holder 50, or the spacer 60 be made of,
for example, an epoxy resin with high heat resistance.

However, even when the metal bonding material 13Ba
bonding the plate member 11 and the frame member 12 1s
melted by mounting with the ftlip-chuip bonder or heat
generated from the driver 1C 30, the bonding between the
plate member 11 and the frame member 12 may be main-
tamned by the resin adhesive 13Bb such that resistance to
welding pressure which 1s applied to the housing 10 during
mounting 1s obtained. From this point of view, 1t 1s prefer-
able that the resin adhesive 13Bb be made of a material
which 1s less likely to be deformed by heat than the metal
bonding material 13Ba. A material with high heat resistance,
such as an epoxy resin, can be used as an example of the
resin adhesive 13Bb. In addition, when 1t 1s not mixed with
the metal bonding material 13Ba which 1s used for electrical
connection, it may be made of a material with insulating
properties.

FIG. 13 1s a diagram 1illustrating the optical module
mounted on the circuit substrate. As illustrated 1n FIG. 13,
the VCSEL array element 20 1s electrically connected to the
driver IC 30 by a bonding wire 101. The dniver IC 30 1s
clectrically connected to an electrode pad (not illustrated) on
the element mounting surface 11a by a bonding wire 102.
The electrode pad 1s electrically connected from the wiring
pattern formed on the element mounting surface 11a to the
wiring pattern on the circuit substrate 200 through the plate
member 11, the bonding layer 13B, the frame member 12,
and each planar electrode pad 16, as represented by an
clectrical path DL.

According to the optical module 100B of the third
embodiment, even though the thickness of the plate member
11 1s small, the deformation of the plate member 11 1s
suppressed. Therefore, a reduction 1n the size of the optical
module 100B and a high radiation performance are achieved
while the suflicient strength of the housing i1s ensured. In
addition, the proper optical coupling between the laser
optical signal L output from the VCSEL array eclement 20
and the organic optical wavegumide 210 1s achieved.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 14 1s a cross-sectional view schematically 1llustrat-
ing an optical module according to a fourth embodiment of
the mvention. As illustrated 1 FIG. 14, an optical module
100C according to the fourth embodiment differs from the
optical module 100B according to the third embodiment 1n
that the housing 10A replaces the housing 10 1n the optical
module 100B. The housing 10A differs from the housing 10
in that the plate member 11 A replaces the plate member 11
and a supporting member 73 1s inserted 1nto the guide hole
17 1n the housing 10.

The plate member 11A differs from the plate member 11
in that the plurality of rod-shaped radiation members 71 are
provided so as to pass through the plate member 11 A from
the bottom of a concave portion 11ab on the rear surface side
of the driver IC 30. The radiation member 71 1s made of a
material with high thermal conductivity and is preferably
made of, for example, copper or aluminum. In addition, the
heat sink 72 1s provided on the rear surtace 115 of the plate
member 11A so as to come mto contact with the radiation
members 71. The heat sink 72 1s also made of a material with
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high thermal conductivity and 1s preferably made of, for
example, copper or aluminum.

The supporting member 73 1s made of metal, such as
copper or aluminum, and 1s iserted into the guide hole 17
to further improve the mechanical strength of the housing
10A. It 1s preferable that the supporting member 73 be
inserted 1into the guide hole 17 by press {itting or fixed to the
guide hole 17 by, for example, an adhesive. In this case, 1t
1s possible to further improve the mechanical strength of the
housing 10A.

In the optical module 100C, heat generated during the
operation of the driver IC 30 1s dissipated by the radiation
members 71 and the heat sink 72, which 1s further prefer-
able. In addition, instead of burying the radiation members
71 1n the plate member 11 A, via holes may be formed 1n the
plate member 11A and the radiation members 71 with high
thermal conductivity may be inserted into the via holes. In
addition, as a structure which brings the supporting member
73 1to contact with the circuit substrate, heat generated
from the optical module 100C may be dissipated to the
circuit substrate through the supporting member 73.

Alternatively, the lens array element holder 50 and the
circuit substrate may be thermally connected to each other
by, for example, a thermally conductive resin to dissipate
heat.

In the above-described embodiment, the resin adhesive 1s
used as the second bonding material. However, istead of
the resin adhesive, for example, an adhesive plate member
having an adhesive applied thereon may be provided so as
to fill the gap between the first bonding materials.

For example, the supporting member 73 according to the
fourth embodiment may be applied to other embodiments.
Since the strength of the housing 1s ensured, for example,
other elements may be further mounted on the optical
module according to each embodiment. In this case, the
deformation of the housing i1s suppressed even though
pressure 1s applied to the housing during the flip-chip
bonding of other elements.

Fifth Embodiment

FIG. 15 1s a plan view schematically illustrating an optical
module according to a fifth embodiment of the invention.
The optical module according to the fifth embodiment
illustrated 1n FIG. 15 differs from the optical module 100
according to the first embodiment 1n that optical members 18
are provided 1n each of the three guide holes 17. Each optical
member 18 1s, for example, an optical window or a lens.
Each optical member 18 may be inserted into each guide
hole 17 or may be provided so as to cover each guide hole
17.

In particular, when the optical member 18 1s a lens, the
following eflect 1s obtained. That 1s, when the optical
module 1s 1inclined with respect to the circuit substrate, the
distances between the lenses and markers on the circuit
substrate are different from each other. Therefore, when the
markers on the circuit substrate are observed from the guide
holes 17 through the lenses, the markers with the same size
look to have diflerent sizes. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to easily
check the deviation of the optical module in the vertical
direction. In addition, when the inclination of the optical
module 1s adjusted such that the markers look to have the
same size, 1t 1s possible to accurately mount the optical
module.

In each embodiment, as illustrated 1n FIG. 15, one side S
of an 1sosceles triangle formed by the guide holes 17 1s
substantially parallel to the arrangement direction D of unit
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clements (VCSEL elements or microlenses) of the microlens
array element 40 and the VCSEL array element 20 provided

below the microlens array element 40. As such, when the
VCSEL array element 20 and the microlens array element 40
are mounted such that the direction of the side S 1s substan-
tially parallel to the arrangement direction D, the accuracy
of mounting 1s improved and, particularly, a variation in the
optical coupling state of each unit element 1s suppressed,
which 1s preferable.

In the fifth embodiment, the optical member 18 1s pro-
vided 1n each of the three gmide holes 17. However, the
optical member 18 may be provided 1n at least one of the

three guide holes 17.

Other Embodiments of Marker

Next, other embodiments of the marker formed on the
circuit substrate will be described. FIG. 16 1s a diagram
illustrating another embodiment of the marker formed on the
circuit substrate. In the embodiment illustrated 1n FIG. 16,
three markers 220A which are formed by concentrically
arranging three triangles with different sizes are formed on
a circuit substrate 200A. One of the vertexes of each marker
220A faces the center of gravity of the three markers 220A.

FIG. 17 1s a diagram illustrating alignment with the
markers 1llustrated in FIG. 16. Letter V indicates the range
of the field of view when the circuit substrate 200A 1s seen
through the guide hole 17. For example, each of the optical
modules 100 and 100A to 100C according to the above-
described embodiments 1s mounted on the circuit substrate
200A as follows. That 1s, the deviation of the circuit sub-
strate 200A 1n a rotation direction Arl or a plane direction
Ar2 1s adjusted, on the basis of the shape or direction of the
marker 220A which 1s seen in the field of view V from the
guide hole 17, such that the aspects of the markers 220A
seen 1n the field of view V are the same, thereby aligning, for
example, the optical module 100 with the circuit substrate
200A. Therefore, mounting 1s performed with high position-
ing accuracy. In FIGS. 16 and 17, one of the vertexes of each
marker 220A faces the center of gravity of the three markers
220A. However, one of the sides of each marker 220A may
face the center of gravity of the three markers 220A.

FIGS. 18A to 18D are diagrams 1llustrating other embodi-
ments of the marker mounted on the circuit substrate. FIG.
18A 1llustrates a marker formed by a single triangle or
circular. F1G. 18B illustrates a marker which 1s formed by
concentrically arranging three triangles or circles with dii-
terent sizes. F1G. 18C illustrates a marker which 1s formed
by eccentrically arranging three triangles or circles with
different sizes from a concentric position 1n a predetermined
direction. FIG. 18D illustrates a marker which 1s formed by
concentrically arranging four triangles or circles with dii-
ferent sizes. As such, the number of triangles or circles
arranged 1s not particularly limited. In each marker 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 18D, the gap between the triangles or the
circles 1s smaller than the width of the field of view V
through the guide hole. According to this structure, 1t 1s
possible to simultaneously observe a plurality of triangles or
circles. Therefore, 1t 1s easy to check the direction of the
positional deviation between the optical module and the
circuit substrate and to align the optical module and the
circuit substrate.

FIG. 19 1s a diagram 1illustrating an example of the
arrangement of the markers. In FIG. 19, the eccentric
direction of a marker 220B 1llustrated in FIG. 18C which 1s
formed by three eccentric circles 1s aligned with the direc-
tion of the center of gravity G of the three markers 220B.
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Therefore, 1t 1s easy to check the direction of the positional
deviation between the optical module and the circuit sub-

strate and to align the optical module and the circuit sub-
strate.

In the above-described embodiment, the marker 1s formed
by circles or trnangles. However, the marker may be formed
by other geometric figures, such as a cross and a polygon. In
addition, the guide hole and the marker may have the same
shape. When a plurality of geometric figures with different
s1zes are arranged to form a marker, a vernier scale 1s formed
in any optical window. In this case, it 1s possible to accu-
rately check the amount of positional deviation between the
optical module and the circuit substrate. As a result, 1t 1s
possible to accurately align the optical module and the
circuit substrate.

In addition, for example, a CCD camera 1s mounted on a
tlip-chip bonder and captures the image of the shape of the
marker seen through the guide hole. Then, the shape of the
marker 1s compared with the various patterns of the posi-
tional relationship which have been stored 1n a memory in
advance and a mounting position 1s corrected on the basis of
the comparison result. According to this structure, it 1s
possible to automate a mounting operation and to 1mprove
manufacturability.

For example, other elements, or one or more substrates
having other elements mounted thereon may be stacked on
the optical module according to each embodiment. The
stacking of the substrates 1s implemented by, for example, a
POP mounting method. In this case, other elements or other
substrates can be accurately mounted by the guide holes
which are provided so as to pass through the housing.

Sixth Embodiment

Next, an example of an optical module mounting system
(heremaftter, referred to as a mounting system) according to
a sixth embodiment of the mvention will be described.

For example, the optical module 100 according to the first
embodiment 1s mounted on the optical module mounting
system according to the sixth embodiment. However, any of
the optical modules according to the second to fifth embodi-
ments may be mounted on the optical module mounting
system.

FIG. 20 illustrates an example of another optical module
mounted on the optical module mounting system according
to the sixth embodiment. In FIG. 20, reference numeral
100D indicates an optical module, reference numeral 10D
indicates a package, reference numeral 19A indicates a
waveguide (optical fiber), reference numeral 19B indicates
an optical element, and reference numeral 19C 1ndicates an
optical connector. In this embodiment, the waveguide 19A 1s
an optical fiber which 1s bent at an angle of 90 degrees.
However, an optical path may be bent by, for example, a
90-degree bending mirror. In the optical module 100D, the
90-degree bending optical connector 19C and the package
10D are fixed by an adhesive R so as to be optically
connected to each other.

Next, the optical module mounting system according to
the mvention will be described. FIG. 21 1s a perspective
view schematically illustrating the mounting system accord-
ing to the sixth embodiment. FIGS. 22, 23, and 24 are a side
view, a front view, and a plan view of FIG. 21, respectively.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 21 to 24, a mounting system 2000
includes a circuit substrate 300 including an electronic
component for operating, for example, an optical module, a
socket 400, a cover 500, and an MT connector supporting
member 600. FIG. 25 1s a perspective view 1llustrating the
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circuit substrate 300 and the socket 400. FIG. 26 1s a
perspective view 1llustrating the MT connector supporting
member 600. FIG. 27 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating a
portion of FIG. 22. FIG. 28 1s a cross-sectional view
illustrating a portion of FIG. 23. As illustrated in FIGS. 27
and 28, the mounting system 2000 further includes a spacer
700. The spacer 700 1s made of metal with rigidity such as
copper.

The circuit substrate 300 includes a wiring pattern 301
which 1s formed on a main surface and supplies power and
an electric signal for driving the optical module 100 to the
optical module 100 and an insertion hole 302 that 1s an
opening which 1s formed on the main surface and 1nto which
an MT connector C 1s inserted (see FIGS. 27 and 28).

The socket 400 1s a frame which 1s placed on the circuit
substrate 300 so as to accommodate the optical module 100
and 1ncludes an opening 401, a mounting portion 402 for
mounting the optical module 100, and four screw portions
403 which are mserted into through holes provided 1n the
circuit substrate 300. The mounting portion 402 1s made of
a dielectric, for example, a resin such as polyetherimide. A
pin 402aq with a spring, which 1s a conductive member for
ensuring electrical connection to the wiring pattern 301 of
the circuit substrate 300, 1s provided as an interface in the
mounting portion 402 (see FIGS. 27 and 28).

The cover 500 includes four coil springs 502 which are
provided 1n an mternal space 501 of a cover body, a pressing
plate 503 which 1s provided at the leading ends of the springs
502, two latch structures 504 which are provided on the front
side, and coil springs 505 which urges the latch structures
504. The latch structures 504 urged by the springs 505 are
fitted to the socket 400 and the cover 500 1s locked to the
socket 400. The springs 502 and the pressing plate 503 form
a pressing mechanism.

The MT connector supporting member 600 includes four
supporting pillars 601 that protrude from a plate-shaped
body and are made of an elastic material such as rubber, an
MT connector supporting hole 602 that supports an MT
connector C which 1s a light receiving member (optical
coupling member) to be optically coupled with the optical
module 100, an opening 603 for introducing the MT con-
nector C into the MT connector supporting hole 602, and
nuts 604. A through hole 601a 1s provided 1n the supporting
pillar 601. At that time, the opening 603 may have a width,
a size, and a shape capable of itroducing an optical fiber
tape connected to the MT connector C, 1n order to introduce
the MT connector C from the side. In this embodiment, an
clastic member 1s used as the supporting pillar 601. How-
ever, instead of this structure, a structure may be used 1n
which, for example, a spring i1s inserted between the MT
connector supporting member 600 and the circuit substrate.

The MT connector supporting member 600 1s provided on
a surface of the circuit substrate 300 opposite to the socket
400. The socket 400 and the MT connector supporting
member 600 are fixed to the circuit substrate 300 as follows.
The MT connector C 1s imtroduced 1nto the MT connector
supporting hole 602 through the opening 603 and the circuit
substrate 300 1s interposed between the socket 400 and the
MT connector supporting member 600. In this state, the
screw portions 403 of the socket 400 are inserted into the
through holes 601a of the supporting pillar 601 and the nuts
604 are threadably engaged with the screw portions 403.

The MT connector C 1s connected to an external device.

—

A step portion 602a 1s provided in the MT connector
supporting hole 602 (see FIGS. 26 and 27). When the MT
connector C 1s introduced into the MT connector supporting
hole 602 through the opening 603, at least a portion of an
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end portion opposite to an optical connection end surface of
the MT connector C 1s placed on the step portion 602a. The
movement of the MT connector C 1n the lower direction (a
direction in which the MT connector C becomes further
away Irom the optical module) 1s regulated by the step
portion 602a.

A spacer 700 which 1s slightly lower than the supporting
pillar 601 1s mterposed between the MT connector support-
ing member 600 and the circuit substrate 300, with the MT
connector C 1nserted into an insertion hole 701 of the spacer
700 (the nuts 604 are tightened to make the height of the
supporting pillar 601 substantially equal to that of the
spacer). The spacer 700 and a thick chin portion of the MT
connector C are fitted to regulate the movement of the MT
connector C in the upper direction. Therefore, the movement
of the MT connector C 1n the upper and lower directions 1s
regulated by the step portion 602a and the spacer 700. The
MT connector supporting member 600 and the spacer 700
form a mechanism for positioning the MT connector C,
which 1s a light receiving member, 1n the height direction.
That 1s, for the positioning of the optical module and the MT
connector in the optical axis direction during the optical
coupling between the optical module and the M'T connector,
the position of the MT connector C 1s set relative to the
circuit substrate. At that time, positioning 1n the vertical
direction 1s performed by the MT connector supporting
member 600 and the spacer 700. However, when the size of
the 1nsertion hole 302 1s determined, the optical axis 1n the
horizontal direction may be adjusted such that a slight
clearance 1s formed i the lateral direction.

FIGS. 29A and 29B illustrate a preferred example of the
spacer. A spacer 700A 1ncludes a guide portion 703 and a
plate portion 702. The gwmde portion 703 regulates the
insertion of the MT connector C. The plate portion 702
comes 1nto surface contact with the circuit substrate 300.
The size of the insertion hole 302 may be 0.5 mm to 1 mm
greater than the outer size of the guide portion 703. In this
case, the M'T connector C can be moved 1n the plane and 1t
1s easy to perform alignment in the horizontal direction. In
addition, the plate portion 702 may have, for example, a
rectangular shape, a square shape, or an elliptical shape. In
addition, the shape of the sertion hole 302 and the guide
portion 703 1s not limited to this embodiment and can be
appropriately set.

An example of a process of mounting the optical module
100 on the mountmg system 2000 will be described. First,
the socket 400 1s placed on the circuit substrate 300. Then,
the MT connector C 1s introduced into the MT connector
supporting hole 602 through the opening 603 of the MT
connector supporting hole 602. Then, the MT connector C 1s
inserted into the insertion hole 701 of the spacer 700 and the
spacer 700 1s interposed between the MT connector sup-
porting member 600 and the circuit substrate 300. In this
state, the nuts 604 are threadably engaged with the screw
portions 403 of the socket 400 to fix the socket 400 and the
MT connector supporting member 600 to the circuit sub-
strate 300.

Then, the optical module 100 1s placed on the mounting
portion 402 such that the substrate mounting surface 12a
comes 1nto contact with the mounting portion 402 and 1s
accommodated in the socket 400. Then, guide pin holes C1
of the MT connector C and the guide holes 53 of the optical
module 100 are positioned while the MT connector C 1s
finely adjusted 1n the insertion hole 302. Then, fitting pins
are inserted into the holes. In this way, the relative position
between the MT connector C and the optical module 100 in

the 1in-plane direction of the circuit substrate 300 1s exactly
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determined. That 1s, the guide pin holes C1 and the guide
holes 53 form a mechanism for positioming in the 1n-plane
direction. In this embodiment, the guide pin 1s mnserted from
the rear side. However, the position of the optical module
100 and the position of the MT connector C may be finely
adjusted by the MT connector C with a guide pin and the
optical module 100 and the MT connector C may be aligned
with each other. In addition, the guide pin hole C1 and the
guide hole 53 may be visually aligned with each other from
the lower side 1n the 1nsertion direction of the M'T connector
C, without using a guide pin. Alternatively, an alignment
mark (not illustrated) provided on an optical connection
surface of the optical module may be aligned with an
alignment mark (not illustrated) provided on the MT con-
nector C.

Then, the latch structure 504 of the cover 500 1s fitted to
the socket 400 to fix the cover 500 to the socket 400. Then,
the pressing plate 503 1s urged by the spring 502 to press the
optical module 100 against the mounting portion 402. As a
result, the height of the optical module 100 with respect to
the circuit substrate 300 1s fixed. The thickness of the optical
module 100 varies in the range of a tolerance. The optical
module 100 1s pressed by the spring 502 and the pressing
plate 503 and i1s stably pressed by pressing force, regardless
of a variation 1n the thickness of the optical module 100. In
particular, the optical module 100 1s uniformly pressed by
the pressing plate 503, which 1s preferable. In this embodi-
ment, the cover 500 1s fixed after positioning 1n the hori-
zontal direction. However, the invention 1s not limited
thereto. The cover 500 may be fixed to the socket before
positioning 1n the horizontal direction.

In this case, the pin 402a with a spring which 1s provided
in the mounting portion 402 1s provided so as to correspond
to each planar electrode pad 16 formed on the substrate
mounting surface 12a of the optical module 100. The
clectrical connection between the wiring pattern 301 of the
circuit substrate 300 and the planar electrode pads 16 of the
optical module 100 1s ensured by the pins 402a with springs.

That 1s, 1n the mounting system 2000, 1t 1s possible to
ensure the electrical connection between the circuit substrate
300 and the optical module 100, without permanently
mounting the optical module 100 to the circuit substrate 300
using, for example, solder, and to evaluate the optical
module 100. In addition, it 1s possible to easily remove the
optical module 100 and thus to easily perform maintenance.

The optical module 100 1s combined with the optical
waveguide which 1s mnstalled in various ways or has various
structures 1n actual use. Therefore, the height of the focusing
position of laser light which 1s emitted from the VCSEL
array element 20 through the microlens array element 40 1n
the optical module 100 1s designed depending on the optical
waveguide to be combined with the optical module 100.

In the mounting system 2000, the height-direction posi-
tioning mechanism formed by the MT connector supporting
member 600 and the spacer 700 can determine the relative
height between the end surtace of the optical fiber provided
in the MT connector C and the focusing position of the
microlens array element 40 and accurately align the light
receiving surface of the MT connector C with the focusing
position of the microlens array element 40 in the height
direction. In addition, the spacer 700 with a thickness
corresponding to the height of the focusing position of the
microlens array element 40 and the MT connector support-
ing member 600 including the supporting pillar 601 with a
height corresponding to the height of the focusing position
of the microlens array element 40 may be used. In this case,
it 1s possible to accurately position the height of the light
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receiving suriace of the MT connector C with respect to the
optical module 100 to be combined with the optical wave-
guide which 1s provided in various ways or has various
structures. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to apply the optical
module 100 to a plurality of optical modules. When the
spacer 700 1s made of an elastic material, the relative
distance between the circuit substrate and the connection
end surface of the MT connector C can be changed. In this
embodiment, the connection end surface of the MT connec-
tor C does not come into contact with the optical module.
Theretfore, even when unexpected force 1s applied to the MT
connector, the damage of the optical mode due to the force
1s prevented.

The optical module mounting system according to this
embodiment 1s suitably used as an optical module evaluation
kit since the optical module 1s easily removed. In this case,
the MT connector C 1s connected to an external device, such
as a transmission characteristic evaluation device for evalu-
ating the transmission characteristics (for example, a bit
error rate or jitter) of the optical module 100, through a
multi-core optical fiber cable.

As a detailed example of the evaluation method, for
example, a power supply voltage, a differential high fre-
quency signal, and a control signal are supplied from the
wiring pattern 301 of the circuit substrate 300 to the optical
module 100 through the planar electrode pads 16 to operate
the optical module 100 1n a state close to the actual use. The
MT connector C receives the laser optical signal L output
from the optical module 100 and the laser optical signal L 1s
transmitted to the transmission characteristic evaluation
device through the multi-core optical fiber cable. Then,
transmission characteristics are evaluated in a state close to
the actual use.

As described above, according to the mounting system
2000 of the sixth embodiment, it 1s possible to easily align
the optical coupling member 1n both the horizontal direction
and the vertical direction 1n a short time, using the insertion
hole 302. Theretfore, manufacturability 1s improved. In addi-
tion, 1t 1s possible to accurately position and fix the optical
module, without mounting the optical module on the circuit
substrate 300 using, for example, soldering, that 1s, without
the damage of the optical module due to mounting. There-
fore, 1t 1s easy to remove the optical module from the circuit
substrate and maintenance 1s improved. Furthermore, when
the mounting system 2000 according to this embodiment 1s
used 1n an evaluation kait, 1t 1s possible to accurately evaluate

the characteristics of the optical module 100 including high
frequency characteristics.

Seventh Embodiment

FIG. 30 1s a cross-sectional view 1illustrating a portion of
a mounting system according to a seventh embodiment of
the invention. A mounting system 2000A according to the
seventh embodiment differs from the mounting system 2000
according to the sixth embodiment 1n that a waveguide
supporting member 620 replaces the MT connector C and an
organic optical waveguide W, which 1s a light receiving
member (optical coupling member) optically coupled to the
optical module 100, 1s provided on the waveguide support-
ing member 620. FIG. 31 1s a diagram schematically 1llus-
trating the waveguide supporting member 620 and the
organic optical waveguide W. In this embodiment, the
waveguide supporting member 620 which 1s arranged only
in the vicinity of the optical coupling portion 1s 1llustrated.
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However, the waveguide supporting member 620 may have
a longitudinal shape along the lower surface of the organic
optical waveguide W.

One end of the organic optical waveguide W 1s formed so
as to be inclined at an angle of 45 degrees and 1s processed
into a wedge portion W1. The waveguide supporting mem-
ber 620 and the organic optical waveguide W are bonded to
cach other by, for example, an adhesive. The waveguide
supporting member 620 has guide holes 620A. The organic
optical waveguide W 1s connected to a transmission char-
acteristic evaluation device through a multi-core optical

fiber cable.

In the mounting system 2000A, the organic optical wave-
guide W 1s positioned in the height direction by the wave-
guide supporting member 620, similarly to the sixth embodi-
ment. In addition, the position of the organic optical
waveguide W 1n the horizontal direction 1s finely adjusted in
the MT connector supporting hole 602 such that the guide
holes 620A and the guide pin holes provided 1n the optical
module are aligned by guide pins.

As described above, according to the mounting system
2000A of the seventh embodiment, 1t 1s possible to easily
align an optical coupling member, using the insertion hole
302. Therefore, manufacturability 1s improved. In addition,
it 1s possible to accurately position and fix the optical
module, without mounting the optical module on the circuit
substrate 300 using, for example, soldering. Therefore,
maintenance 1s improved. Furthermore, when the mounting
system 2000A according to this embodiment 1s used in an
evaluation kit, 1t 1s possible to accurately evaluate the
characteristics of the optical module 100 including high
frequency characteristics.

In the mounting systems 2000 and 2000A according to the
sixth and seventh embodiments, the optical module 100 may
be mounted on the circuit substrate by a method for fixing
the cover 500 to the socket 400 with, for example, screws,
without using a latch structure, to form a circuit substrate
which 1s actually used. In addition, when 1t 1s not necessary
to replace the optical module, the optical module may be
directly fixed to a circuit pattern provided on the circuit
substrate by, for example, solder, without using a socket or
a Cover.

FIG. 32 1s a diagram schematically 1llustrating a circuit
substrate on which the optical module 1s mounted using
components of the mounting system. An optical module-
mounted circuit substrate 3000 illustrated 1n FIG. 32 1s
formed by mounting the optical module 100 on the circuit
substrate 200 illustrated 1n FIG. 7 using the socket 400 and
the cover 500. The mounting systems according to the sixth
and seventh embodiments can evaluate the optical module 1n
a state close to the actual use. Therefore, the mounting
systems can be used when the optical module 1s mounted on
the circuit substrate which 1s actually used. The optical
module-mounted circuit substrate 3000 i1s suitable for a
long-term use since the optical module 100 can be easily
replaced.

In the optical module-mounted circuit substrate 3000
illustrated 1n FIG. 32, an organic optical waveguide 210A
having guide holes 211A illustrated 1n FIG. 33 may be used
instead of the organic optical waveguide 210. In the organic
optical waveguide 210A, fitting pins are inserted into the
guide holes 211 A and the guide holes 33 of the optical
module 100 to accurately determine the relative position
between the organic optical waveguide 210A and the optical

module 100 1n the plane direction of the circuit substrate
200.
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The springs 502 and 505 provided in the cover 500 are not
limited to a coil shape and may be, for example, leaf springs.
In addition, 1t 1s preferable that the pressing plate 503 be
made of a material with high thermal conductivity such as
aluminum. In this case, it 1s possible dissipate heat generated
during the operation of the optical module 100.

In addition, the socket may not include the mounting
portion. In this case, instead of the pins as the conductive
members, solder balls which have substantially the same
height may be arranged as members for ensuring the elec-
trical connection between the planar electrode pads 16 of the
optical module 100 and the wiring pattern 301 of the circuit
substrate 300 on the wiring pattern 301. Alternatively, an
anisotropic conductive film may be provided between the
optical module 100 and the circuit substrate 300. When the
anisotropic conductive film 1s pressed by the planar elec-
trode pads 16 protruding from the substrate mounting sur-
tace 12a, only the pressed portion has conductivity. There-
fore, an electrical connection 1s made only between the
planar electrode pad 16 and the wiring pattern 301 which
face each other. In contrast, no electrical connection 1s made

between the planar electrode pad 16 and the wiring pattern
301 which do not face each other, between the planar
clectrode pads 16, and between the wiring patterns 301.

In addition, 1nstead of the supporting pillar, a coil spring
or a leal spring may be provided in the MT connector
supporting member.

In the sixth embodiment, a spacer may be provided
between the lens array element holder 50 of the optical
module 100 and the MT connector C. In addition, other
types of optical connectors may be used instead of the MT
connector C.

The mounting system according to the above-described
embodiment may be used as an optical module for reception.
In this case, the MT connector C or the organic optical
waveguide W 1s connected as a light emitting member
(optical coupling member) which 1s optically coupled to the
optical module for reception to an array signal light source
through a multi-core optical fiber cable. The optical module
for reception receives an optical signal from the array signal
light source and outputs an electric signal. This system may
also be used as an evaluation kit. In this case, the output
clectric signal 1s transmitted to the transmission character-
istic evaluation device through the wiring pattern of the
circuit substrate and the characteristics thereol are mea-
sured. In this way, 1t 1s possible to evaluate the optical
module for reception.

In the sixth embodiment, instead of the MT connector C,
a light receiving module including a photodiode array ele-
ment and an amplifier may be directly provided. In this case,
it 1s possible to accurately evaluate the characteristics of the
optical module 100 1tself without including the characteris-
tics of the MT connector C or the multi-core optical fiber
cable. When the optical module to be evaluated 1s an optical
module for reception, a light emitting module including the
VCSEL array element and the driver IC may be directly
provided, instead of the MT connector C.

In the circuit substrate, for example, a ridge optical
waveguide, such as a silicon wire waveguide, an optical
fiber sheet, or a PLC chip may be used instead of the organic
optical waveguide to be optically coupled.

Eighth and Ninth Embodiments

FI1G. 34 1s a diagram schematically illustrating an optical
module-mounted circuit substrate according to an eighth
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embodiment. FIG. 35 1s a diagram schematically illustrating
an optical module-mounted circuit substrate according to a
ninth embodiment.

Optical module-mounted circuit substrates 4000 and 5000
cach include an optical module 100, a circuit substrate 200,
and an organic optical waveguide 210. The optical module-
mounted circuit substrates 4000 and 5000 according to the
eighth and ninth embodiments differ from the optical mod-
ule-mounted circuit substrates according to the sixth and
seventh embodiments 1n that, while the optical module 1s
mounted on the circuit substrate through the socket i the
sixth and seventh embodiments, the optical module 100 1s
directly fixed to a wiring pattern 201 on the circuit substrate
200 by, for example, solder and 1s electrically connected
thereto and the organic optical waveguide 210, which 1s an
optical coupling member, 1s directly fixed to the circuit
substrate 200 by, for example, an adhesive (through a spacer
i necessary) 1 the eighth and ninth embodiments. The
cighth embodiment differs from the ninth embodiment 1n
that the organic optical waveguide 210, which 1s an optical
coupling member, 1s fixed between the optical module and
the circuit substrate on the circuit substrate or the organic
optical waveguide 210 1s provided on the lower surface of
the circuit substrate such that the circuit substrate 1s inter-
posed between the optical module and the organic optical
waveguide. According to these methods, after the optical
module 100 1s fixed, an alignment mark (not illustrated)
provided on the organic optical wavegmide 210 and an
alignment mark (not illustrated) provided on the optical
module are visually aligned with each other through an
opening 202, which has the same shape as the msertion hole
302 of the circuit substrate 300, 1n the horizontal direction
on the plane of the circuit substrate 200. Therefore, 1t 1s
possible to easily determine an optical coupling position and
manufacturability 1s mmproved. In the method using the
guide pin hole as the alignment mark, the outside diameter
of the organic optical waveguide can also be aligned with the
mark provided on the optical module. In the eighth and ninth
embodiments, the optical module may be detachably and
clectrically fixed using the socket, mstead of using solder-
ing.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 34 and 35, the opening 202 may be
a through hole provided in the circuit substrate 200 or an
optical window 1n which a hole 1s filled with, for example,
an optical glass 203. In addition, the opening 202 may be an
optical via or a spot size conversion mechanism having a
lens provided therein.

In this embodiment, the optical coupling member 1s not
limited to the organic optical waveguide 210. For example,
the organic optical waveguide 210 may be a planar wave-
guide, such as a PLC, or a 90-degree bent optical connector
having a connection end surface on the optical module side.

In the sixth to ninth embodiments, after positioning in the
horizontal direction 1s performed, 1t 1s possible to perform
active alignment while seeing an output from an optical
detector which 1s provided at the other end of the organic
waveguide. Therefore, it 1s possible to accurately perform
alignment.

It 1s most preferable that the opening 302 or 202 be
provided 1n the vicinity of an optical coupling portion. When
the position of the optical module and the position of the
optical coupling member are aligned with each other
through the opening, the opening 302 or 202 may be
provided at a position other than the vicinity of the optical

coupling portion.

Tenth Embodiment

FIG. 36 15 a perspective view schematically 1llustrating an
optical module according to a tenth embodiment of the
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invention. An optical module 100E according to the tenth
embodiment differs from the optical module 100 according
to the first embodiment illustrated 1n FIG. 1 1n that a lens
array element holder S0E replaces the lens array element
holder 50.

The lens array element holder 50F holds a microlens array
clement 40. In addition, the lens array element holder S0E
has guide holes 33E for alignment.

The lens array element holder 50E includes a slit 56E as
an attachment structure for attaching a protector which
protects the microlens array element 40.

FIG. 37 1s a side view schematically illustrating a pro-
tector. A protector 80 has a plate shape as a whole and
includes a main body 80a, a dustproot portion 805 which 1s
formed at one end of the main body 80a and 1s thicker than
the main body 80a, a through hole 80¢ which 1s formed 1n
the dustprool portion 80b, and an insertion portion 80d
which 1s formed at the other end of the main body 80a
opposite to the dustproot portion 806 and 1s thinner than the
main body 80a.

FIG. 38 1s a diagram 1llustrating a state in which the
protector 1s attached to the optical module. When the pro-
tector 80 1s attached to the optical module 100E, the inser-
tion portion 804 of the protector 80 1s mserted 1nto the slit
56F of the lens array element holder 50E. In this way, the
protector 80 1s attached to the lens array element holder S0E,
without interfering with the microlens array element 40.

In the optical module 100E, a surface of the microlens
array element 40 on which microlens are formed 1s exposed.
However, since the protector 80 is attached, the surface of
the microlens array element 40 1s covered and protected by
the main body 80qa. In addition, when the insertion portion
804 1s inserted into the slit 56E, the dustproof portion 8056
comes 1nto contact with the front side wall of the lens array
clement holder SOE and prevents, for example, dust from
reaching the microlens array element 40 from the outside.

The protector 80 1s attached E

to the optical module 100E
when the optical module 100E 1s in storage or while the
optical module 100E 1s being transported with being accom-
modated 1n a reel tape. In some cases, dust 1s generated in
the vicinity of the optical module 100E during the storage or
transportation of the optical module 100E. When dust 1s
attached to the surface of the microlens array element 40 on
which the microlens are formed, the optical characteristics
of the optical module 100E deteriorate due to the dust.

In contrast, the structure 1 which the protector 80 1s
attached to the optical module 100E can prevent, for
example, dust from being attached to the surface of the
microlens array element 40 on which the microlens are
formed even when dust 1s generated in the vicinity of the
optical module 100E during the storage or transportation of
the optical module 100E. The optical module 100E 1s
accommodated 1n a case while being transported. For
example, dust 1s generated when the friction between the
optical module 100E and the case occurs due to vibration.
The protector 80 1s eflective 1n protecting the optical module
100E from, for example, dust.

The protector 80 may be attached to the optical module
100E during a solder reflow mounting process. During the
solder reflow mounting process, dust or a scatter (for
example, flux) from solder cream (paste) floats 1n a retlow
furnace. The protector 80 1s eflective in protecting the
optical module 100E from, for example, the floating matter.

For example, when the optical module 100E 1s mounted
to the circuit substrate 200 illustrated 1n FIG. 7 by solder
retflow, first, the protector 80 1s attached to the optical

module 100E. Then, the solder reflow mounting process 1s
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performed 1n the reflow furnace to mount the optical module
100E to the circuit substrate 200. Then, the circuit substrate
200 1s taken out from the retlow furnace and the protector 80
1s removed from the optical module 100E. When the pro-
tector 80 1s removed, 1t 1s possible to ensure an optical path
between the microlens array element 40 and an organic
optical waveguide 210 mounted on the circuit substrate 200.
In addition, for example, the user can insert a finger or a
hook 1nto the through hole 80¢ and draw the protector 80 to

casily remove the protector 80 from the optical module
100E.

As described above, when the protector 80 1s used 1n the
solder reflow mounting process, the protector 80 1s made of
a material with a suflicient heat resistance to withstand the
internal temperature of the reflow furnace. In addition, 1t 1s
preferable that the protector 80 be made of a material with
suflicient elasticity to press the msertion portion 804 into the
slit 56E by press fitting. In this case, it 1s possible to easily
fix the protector 80 to the lens array element holder SOE.
Therefore, the material forming the protector 80 1s prefer-
ably Tetlon (registered trademark) which has high heat
resistance and 1s capable of pressing the insertion portion
804 into the slit S6E.

FIGS. 39 and 40 are diagrams schematically illustrating
protectors according to other embodiments. FIG. 39 1s a
cross-sectional view illustrating the optical module 100E
having a protector 80A attached thereto (corresponding to
the cross-sectional view of FIG. 4) and FIG. 40 1s a front
view. In FIG. 40, the protector 80A 1s represented by a
dashed line. The protector 80A includes a protective portion
80Aa which has a plate shape, covers the surface of the
microlens array element 40, and has one end inserted into
the slit 56E of the lens array element holder 50F and a spring
portion 80Ab which forms a U-shape together with the
protective portion 80Aa as viewed from a side surface and
1s used to fix the protector 80A to the optical module 100E.

The protective portion 80Aa covers and protects the
surface of the microlens array element 40, with one end of
the protective portion 80Aa of the protector 80A being
inserted into the slit S6E, and the protector 80A 1s fixed to
the optical module 100E while the optical module 100E 1s
interposed between the protective portion 80Aa and the
spring portion 80Ab.

FIGS. 41 A and 41B are diagrams 1llustrating an aspect in
which the optical module 100E having the protector 80A
attached thereto 1s mounted to the circuit substrate 200.
However, the protector 80A 1s not illustrated in FIG. 41B for
convenience of explanation. When the optical module 100E
1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200, the optical module
100E 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200 onto which
solder has been applied. The same mounter as that used to
mount an electronic component 1s used to mount the optical
module 100E. In addition, pins 211B are formed on the
circuit substrate 200 and an optical waveguide 210B having
a waveguide core 212B 1s mounted on the circuit substrate
200. When the optical module 100E 1s mounted, for
example, an 1mage recognition process 1s performed for the
guide holes 17 (see FIG. 36) of the optical module 100E and
the pins 211B of the circuit substrate 200 and an alignment
process 15 performed by the mounter. Then, the optical
module 100E 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200. In
addition, holes may be formed instead of the pins 211B.
Then, the circuit substrate 200 having the optical module
100E mounted thereon 1s guided 1nto the reflow furnace and
the solder retlow mounting process 1s performed for the
circuit substrate 200.
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Alternatively, an optical waveguide 210 having the pins
211B formed thereon 1s mounted. When the optical module
100E 1s mounted, an 1mage recognition process 1s performed
for the guide holes 53E (see FIG. 36) for alignment which
are provided in the lens array element holder SOE of the
optical module 100E and two pins 211B (see FIG. 41B) of
the circuit substrate 200 and an alignment process 1s per-
formed by the mounter. Then, the optical module 100E 1s
mounted on the circuit substrate 200. Then, the circuit
substrate 200 having the optical module 100E mounted
thereon 1s guided into the reflow furnace and the solder
reflow mounting process 1s performed for the circuit sub-
strate 200.

The guide holes 53E of the optical module 100E and the
pins 211B of the circuit substrate 200 are designed in
advance so as to be fitted to each other when the alignment
process 1s performed by the mounter and the optical module
100E 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200. The optical
module 100E 1s designed 1n advance such that a known MT
terrule attached to an optical fiber tape 1s aligned with the
guide hole 53E through the guide pin and the optical module
100E 1s evaluated. That i1s, the optical module 100E 1s
aligned and assembled such that the positional relationship
among the optical fiber core of the MT connector, the
microlens array element 40, and the VCSEL array element
20 falls within a desired optical loss range (optical coupling
loss range). The positional relationship between the pin
211B and the waveguide core 212B 1s designed 1n advance
such that light emitted from the microlens array element 40
of the optical module 100E 1s optically coupled to a prede-
termined waveguide core 212B of the optical waveguide
210B 1n a desired optical loss range (optical coupling loss
range) when the optical module 100E 1s mounted on the
circuit substrate 200. Then, the optical module 100E and the
circuit substrate 200 are manufactured on the basis of the
design.

According to the above-mentioned structure, the fitting
between the (two) guide holes 33E and the (two) pins 211B
makes 1t possible to solve the problem that the positional
deviation between the optical module 100E and the optical
waveguide 210B occurs due to, for example, vibration
during a process for a period from the mounting of the
optical module 100E by the mounter to the end of the solder
reflow mounting process, which causes the damage of the
tavorable optical coupling between the optical module 100E
and the optical waveguide 210B. In addition, the fitting
makes 1t possible to reliably perform the optical coupling
between the optical module 100E and the optical waveguide
210B formed on the circuit substrate 200.

It 1s assumed that the clearance (which 1s substantially
equal to the difference between the inside diameter of the
guide hole 53E and the outside diameter of the pin 211B)
between the guide hole 53E of the lens array element holder
50FE and the pin 211B 1s ¢l and the clearance (which 1s
substantially equal to the difference between the internal
width of the frame member 12 and the width of the optical
waveguide 210B 1n the left-nght direction of the plane of
paper n FIG. 41B) between the frame member 12 of the
optical module 100E and the optical waveguide 210B 1s c2.
In this case, the components are designed so as to satisiy
c1<c2. According to this structure, the clearance ¢2 has the
ellect of guiding the fitting between the guide hole 53E and
the pin 211B and the fitting 1s reliably performed.

It 1s preferable to use the following structure in order to
reliably perform the above-mentioned alignment and to
casily perform mounting when the alignment process 1is
performed by the mounter and the optical module 100E 1s
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mounted on the circuit substrate 200 by the fitting between
the guide holes S3E provided 1n the optical module 100E and
the pins 211B provided on the optical waveguide 210B. FIG.
59A 1s a perspective view schematically illustrating an
optical module according to a modification of the tenth
embodiment. FIG. 539B 1s a diagram illustrating a state 1n
which the protector 1s attached to the optical module. FIG.
59C 1s a top view 1llustrating a main portion illustrated 1n
FIG. 539B. FIG. 539D 1s a cross-sectional view 1llustrating a
main portion taken along the line D-D of FIG. 59C. FIG.
59E 1s a diagram as viewed from an arrow E 1n FIG. 39C.
An optical module 100E1 according to this modification
differs from the optical module 100E according to the tenth
embodiment in that a lens array element holder 50F1
replaces the lens array element holder SOE. The lens array
clement holder S0E1 differs from the lens array element
holder 50E 1n that a groove-shaped depressed portion S7E1
1s formed in the lens array element holder SOE1. One of the
guide holes 33E is formed 1n the bottom of the depressed
portion S7E1.

The depth of the depressed portion 57E1 1s greater than
the length of the pin 211B provided on the optical waveguide
210B and 1s less than the length of the guide pin used to {it
the MT ferrule.

That 1s, when the optical module 100E 1s mounted on the
circuit substrate 200, one of the two pins 211B provided on
the optical waveguide 210B 1s fitted to the guide hole 53E
and the other pint 1s fitted to the depressed portion 57E1. For
example, when the guide pin 1s 1nserted into the guide hole
53E and the guide pin and a known MT {ferrule are fitted so
as to be optically connected to each other 1n order to evaluate
only the optical module 100E1, one of the two guide pins 1s
fitted to the guide hole 33E in which the depressed portion
57E1 1s not formed and the other guide pin 1s fitted to the
guide hole 33E provided in the bottom of the depressed
portion S7E1.

The following eflect 1s obtained by the formation of the
depressed portion 57E1. In a case in which the alignment
process 1s performed by the mounter and the optical module
100E1 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200, even when
the clearance between the guide hole 53EF and the pin 211B
1s reduced 1n order to improve the accuracy of fitting or even
when there 1s a little deviation 1n the gap between the two
pins 211B, 1t 1s possible to easily fit the pins 211B to the
guide holes 53E and the depressed portion S7E1 since the
depressed portion 57E1 1s a long hole. As a result, 1t 1s
possible to prevent the problem that 1t 1s diflicult to fit the
optical waveguide 210B to the optical module 100E.

That 1s, since one of the guide holes 33E 1s formed 1n the
bottom of the depressed portion 57E1, the optical module
100E1 and a known MT ferrule are fitted so as to be optically
connected to each other and the optical module 100E1 can
be easily evaluated. In addition, when the optical module
100E 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 200, 1t 1s possible

to easily fit the optical waveguide 210B to the optical
module 100E.

The edge of the guide hole 53E (that 1s, the edge of the
depressed portion 57FE1) imto which the pin 211B 1s inserted
may be a tapered portion 57E1a (see FIGS. 539D and 39E)
which 1s slightly chamiered, in order to reliably prevent
non-fitting and to reliably {it the pin 211B to the guide hole
53E.

The pin 1s formed in a tapered shape, for example, a
truncated cone shape by, for example, photolithography like
a pin 211B1 formed on an optical waveguide 210B1 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 60. According to this structure, 1t 1s possible
to 1improve ease of fitting during mounting and to 1mprove
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the accuracy of the positioning between the optical module
100E and the optical waveguide 210B1.

FIGS. 42 and 43 are diagrams schematically illustrating a
protector according to another embodiment. FIG. 42 1s a side
cross-sectional view (corresponding to the cross-sectional
view of FIG. 4) illustrating the optical module 100E having
a protector 80B attached thereto and FIG. 43 1s a front view.
In FIG. 43, the protector 80B 1s represented by a dashed line.
The protector 80B includes a protective portion 80Ba which
has a plate shape, covers the surface of the microlens array
element 40, and has one end inserted 1nto the slit S6F of the
lens array element holder 50E, a spring portion 80Bb which
forms a U-shape together with the protective portion 80Ba
as viewed from a side surface and 1s used to fix the protector
80B to the optical module 100E, and a bent portion 80Bc¢
which 1s provided between the protective portion 80Ba and
the spring portion 80Bb.

The protective portion 80Ba covers and protects the
surface of the microlens array element 40, with one end of
the protective portion 80Ba of the protector 80B being
inserted into the slit 56E, and the protector 80B 1s fixed to
the optical module 100E while the optical module 100E 1s
interposed between the protective portion 80Ba and the
spring portion 80Bb. In addition, the gap between the
protector 80B and the lens array element holder S0E of the
optical module 100E 1s reduced by the bent portion 80Bc.
Therefore, 1t 1s possible to prevent, for example, dust from
getting 1into the optical module 100E from the outside.

The protector 80A or 80B may be a plastic molding or
may be a leal spring manufactured by bending one metal
plate. In the protectors 80A and 80B, the spring force of the
spring portion 80Ab or 80Bb can reliably reduce the risk of
the detachment of the protector 80A or 80B from the optical
module 100E and it 1s possible to improve the reliability of
a protection function.

In the solder reflow mounting process, the internal tem-
perature of the reflow furnace 1s high. Therefore, when a
closed space 1s present in the optical module, there 1s a
concern that the internal pressure of the closed space will
increase.

However, 1n the optical module according to the above-
described embodiment, for example, 1n the optical module
100, the mner portion which 1s covered with the lens array
clement holder 50 1s connected to an external space through
the guide hole 53 or the gap between the microlens array
clement 40 and the holding hole 52 for fixing the microlens
array element 40. Therefore, even in the solder retlow
mounting process, an increase in the internal pressure of the
optical module or damage due to pressure i1s prevented.

As described above, after the solder reflow mounting
process, a process of filling the gap of the mounting surface
with an underfill material 1s performed. In this process, it 1s
preferable to use the following height adjuster.

FIG. 44 1s a top view schematically illustrating the height
adjuster. FIG. 45 1s a side view schematically illustrating the
height adjuster. As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 44 and 435, a height
adjuster 80C has a plate shape as a whole and includes a
main body 80Ca, a height adjustment portion 80Ch which 1s
formed at one end of the main body 80Ca, 1s thicker than the
main body 80Ca, and 1s wider than the main body 80Ca, a
through hole 80Cc for an optical path which is formed in the
main body 80Ca, and an isertion portion 80Cd which 1s
provided at the other end of the main body 80Ca opposite to
the height adjustment portion 80Cb and 1s thinner than the
main body 80Ca.

Next, the usage and eflect of the height adjuster 80C wall
be described. First, a case 1n which the gap of the mounting,
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surface 1s filled with the underfill material, without using the
height adjuster 80C, will be described.

FIG. 46 1s a diagram 1llustrating a case 1n which the height
adjuster 1s not used. Here, an example in which the circuit
substrate 1000 (see FIG. 8) formed by mounting the optical
module 100 on the circuit substrate 200 1s filled with the
underfill material will be described.

The gap between the optical module 100 and the circuit
substrate 200 1s filled with an underfill material UF. How-
ever, since the optical module 100 has the waveguide
introduction opeming 15, the height of the gap to be filled
with the underfill material UF on the side of the waveguide
introduction opening 15 1s from the surface of the circuit
substrate 200 to the surface of the lens array element holder
50E and 1s greater than the height from the surface of the
circuit substrate 200 to the substrate mounting surface 12a.
As such, when the large gap 1s filled with the underfill
material UF, the amount of underfill material UF used
increases. In addition, a material with high viscosity needs

to be used as the underfill material UF. As a result, tlexibility
in the selection of the material to be used as the underfill
material UF 1s reduced.

In contrast, FIG. 47 1s a diagram 1illustrating a case 1n
which the height adjuster 1s used. FI1G. 47 1llustrates a circuit
substrate 1000E formed by mounting the optical module
100E on the circuit substrate 200.

As described above, 1n the case 1n which the protector 1s
attached to the optical module 100E and the solder retlow
mounting process 1s performed, the protector 1s removed
alter the optical module 100E 1s mounted. Then, the height
adjuster 80C 1s attached to the optical module 100E. Spe-
cifically, the insertion portion 80Cd of the height adjuster
80C 1s mserted into the slit 56E of the lens array element
holder S0E. In this way, the height adjuster 80C 1s attached
to the lens array element holder 50E. In the inserted state, the
through hole 80Cc for an optical path 1s located at a
corresponding position on the surface of the microlens array
clement 40 on which the microlenses are formed. The
optical path between the microlens array element 40 and the
organic optical waveguide 210 1s ensured by the through
hole 80Cc for an optical path.

In the inserted state, the thickness of the height adjustment
portion 80Cb 1s adjusted such that the lower end of the
height adjustment portion 80Cb of the height adjuster 80C 1s
substantially flush with or lower than the substrate mounting
surface 12a of the optical module 100E. Therefore, when the
gap between the optical module 100E and the circuit sub-
strate 200 1s filled with the underfill material UF, 1t may be
filled up to a height corresponding to the lower end of the
height adjustment portion 80Cb on the side of the waveguide
introduction opening 15. In this case, an increase in the
amount of underfill material UF used 1s prevented and
flexibility 1n the selection of the material to be used as the
underfill material UF increases. In addition, since the optical
path between the microlens array element 40 and the organic
optical waveguide 210 1s ensured by the through hole 80Cc
for an optical path, 1t 1s possible to use the circuit substrate
1000E, with the height adjuster 80C attached to the circuit
substrate 1000E. It 1s preferable that the width of the height
adjustment portion 80Cb be substantially equal to the width
of the waveguide introduction opening 15.

The application of the protector 1s not limited to the
optical module according to the above-described embodi-
ment, but the protector may be applied to the optical
modules according to other embodiments.

FIG. 48 15 a perspective view schematically 1llustrating an
optical module according to another embodiment to which
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the protector will be applied. An optical module 900
includes a circuit substrate 950, a housing 910 which covers
the circuit substrate 950, a light input/output portion 914
which 1s formed on the circuit substrate 950, and two guide
pins 918 which are formed on the light input/output portion
914. Two guide portions 910a for guiding an MT connector
C2, which will be described below, to the light input/output
portion 914 are formed at the leading end of the housing 910.
Each guide portion 910a has two grooves 910ab formed 1n
a side surface thereof. A driver IC which 1s an electronic
clement 1s mounted on the circuit substrate 950 1n the
housing 910, similarly to, for example, the optical module
100.

FIG. 49 1s a cross-sectional view taken along the line C-C
of FIG. 48. The VCSEL array element 20 1s mounted below
the light mput/output portion 914 on the circuit substrate
950. The VCSEL array element 20 1s electrically connected
to the driver IC by a bonding wire 901. The light mnput/
output portion 914 has opening portions 914a, 9145, and
914¢ which are formed 1n the upper and lower surfaces and
a side surface (the surface on which the guide pin 918 1is
tormed). The light input/output portion 914 accommodates
a prism lens array 915. The prism lens array 915 1s arranged
so as to correspond to the VCSEL array element 20. In the
prism lens array 915, for example, 12 microlenses 9134
corresponding to the number of VCSEL elements 1n the
VCSEL array element 20 are arranged 1n a one-dimensional
array on a side surface (the surface in which the opening
portion 9145 1s formed) of a prism. The prism lens array 915
reflects a laser optical signal output from each VCSEL
clement and focuses the laser optical signal to achieve
predetermined optical coupling to an external optical com-
ponent, as represented by, for example, an optical path P.
The prism lens array 913 1s exposed to the outside through
the opening portions 914a and 9145.

Returming to FI1G. 48, the MT connector C2 1s connected
to the light input/output portion 914 of the optical module
900. The MT connector C2 has a structure in which a ferrule
960 15 attached to the leading end of an optical fiber tape
970. The ferrule 960 has two guide holes 966 into which the
two guide pins 918 of the light input/output portion 914 are
inserted. When the MT connector C2 1s connected to the
light mput/output portion 914, the ferrule 960 of the MT
connector C2 1s inserted between the two guide portions
910a and the two guide pins 918 are nserted into the two
guide holes 966 to connect the light input/output portion 914
to the M'T connector C2. Then, the MT connector C2 1s fixed
to the optical module 900 using the grooves 910ab of the
guide portions 910a and a predetermined fixing tool.

Next, a protector which can be applied to the optical
module illustrated 1n FIG. 48 will be described. FIG. 50 1s
a perspective view schematically illustrating the protector
which can be applied to the optical module illustrated in
FIG. 48. A protector 90 includes a front protective portion
90a having a flat plate shape, an upper protective portion
905 which 1s a cover with a rectangular parallelepiped shape,
extends from the front protective portion 90q 1n a direction
perpendicular to the main surface of the front protective
portion 90a, and has openings formed 1n a lower surface and
a surface opposite to the front protective portion 90a, two
fixing arms 90c¢ which extend from the front protective
portion 90a along both side surfaces of the upper protective
portion 905, a lower protective portion 904 which extends
from the front protective portion 90a along an opening
tformed 1n the lower surface of the upper protective portion
90, and a substrate fitting portion 90e which extends from
the lower protective portion 904 and forms a step portion
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together with the lower protective portion 904. The fixing
arm 90c has a fitting portion 90ca which protrudes toward
the lower protective portion 904. The fixing arm 90c¢ 1s
substantially parallel to the lower protective portion 904. For
example, the protector 90 1s manufactured by bending one
metal plate.

FIGS. 51 and 52 are diagrams illustrating a state in which
the protector 1llustrated in FIG. 50 1s attached to the optical
module 1llustrated 1n FIG. 48. When the protector 90 1s
attached to the optical module 900, first, the light mput/
output portion 914 i1s covered with the upper protective
portion 9056 from the leading end of the optical module 900
and the protector 90 1s slid to the optical module 900. Then,
the substrate fitting portion 90e 1s mserted between the two
guide portions 910q and each guide portion 910a 1s inter-
posed between each fixing arm 90c¢ and the lower protective
portion 904 by the spring force of each fixing arm 90c¢. In
this case, the fitting portion 90ca formed 1n the fixing arm
90c 1s fitted to the groove 910ab formed 1n the guide portion
910a. The protector 90 1s fixed to the optical module 900 by
the fitting.

In the state 1n which the protector 90 1s attached to the
optical module 900, a portion of the prism lens array 915
which 1s exposed through the opening portion 914a 1s
covered and protected by the upper protective portion 905.
In addition, a portion of the prism lens array 915 which 1s
exposed through the opening portion 9145 1s covered and
protected by the front protective portion 90a. The lower
protective portion 904 prevents, for example, dust from
getting into the optical module from the lower side between
the guide portions 910a. In this case, since the substrate
fitting portion 90e 1s 1nserted between the guide portion
910a, the formation of a gap between the circuit substrate
950 and the lower protective portion 904 1s prevented.

The protector 90 1s attached to the optical module 900
when the optical module 900 1s 1n storage or while the
optical module 900 1s being transported with being accom-
modated 1n a reel tape. In some cases, dust 1s generated in
the vicinity of the optical module 900 during the storage or
transportation of the optical module 900. When dust 1s
attached to the surface of the prism lens array 915, the
optical characteristics of the optical module 900 deteriorate
due to the dust.

In contrast, the structure in which the protector 90 1s
attached to the optical module 900 can prevent, for example,
dust from being attached to the surface of the prism lens
array 915 even when dust 1s generated 1n the vicinity of the
optical module 900 during the storage or transportation of
the optical module 900.

When the optical module 900 1s mounted on the circuit
substrate, the protector 90 may be attached to the optical
module 900 during the solder retlow mounting process.
During the solder reflow mounting process, dust or a scatter
from solder cream floats 1n the reflow furnace. The protector
90 1s effective 1n protecting the optical module 900 from, for
example, the floating matter.

After the optical module 900 1s mounted on the circuit
substrate, the protector 90 1s removed. Then, the MT con-
nector C2 1s connected as illustrated 1n FIG. 48.

FIG. 53 1s a perspective view schematically illustrating a
protector according to another embodiment. FIG. 54 15 a
diagram 1illustrating a state in which the protector 1llustrated
in FIG. 53 i1s attached to the optical module illustrated 1n
FIG. 48. A protector 90A 1illustrated 1n FIGS. 53 and 54
differs from the protector 90 illustrated in FIG. 50 1n the
shape of a fixing arm. That 1s, while the fitting portion 90ca
of the fixing arm 90c¢ of the protector 90 1s {fitted to the rear
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groove of the two grooves 910ab formed 1n the guide portion
910a, a fitting portion 90Aca of a fixing arm 90Ac of the
protector 90A 1s fitted to the front groove of the two grooves
910ab formed 1n the guide portion 910a. The leading end of
a protruding portion of the fitting portion 90Aca may be
closer to the front protective portion 90a than the substrate
fitting portion 90e. In this case, the clamping force of each
fixing arm 90Ac and the lower protective portion 904 on
cach guide portion 910aq interposed therebetween 1s
increased by the spring force of each fixing arm 90Ac. As a
result, the risk of the protector 90A being detached from the
optical module 900 1s further reduced and a gap between the
protector 90A and the optical module 900 1s less likely to
occur. Therefore, the effect of the protector 90A preventing
the entrance of, for example, dust 1s further improved.

The protector 90A illustrated in FIGS. 33 and 54 includes
plate-shaped guide portions 90Af which are provided at
positions facing the fixing arms 90c¢ so as to extend from the
lower protective portion 904. The guide portion 90AfL
extends from the lower protective portion 90d so as to be
inclined downward. The guide portion 90AT makes it easy
for the guide portion 910a of the optical module 900 to be
inserted between the fixing arm 90¢ and the lower protective
portion 90d.

FIG. 61 1s a perspective view schematically 1llustrating a
protector according to another embodiment. FIG. 62 1s a side
view schematically illustrating the protector illustrated in
FIG. 61. FIG. 63 1s a diagram 1illustrating a state in which the
protector illustrated in FIG. 61 1s attached to the optical
module 1illustrated 1n FIG. 48. FIG. 64 1s a diagram 1illus-
trating a state 1n which the protector illustrated 1in FIG. 61 1s
attached to the optlcal module illustrated in FIG. 48.

Next, the difference between the protector 90 and a
protector 90B will be mainly described. In the protector
90B, a front protective portion 90Ba includes a front pro-
tective portion upper part 90Baa and a front protective
portion lower part 90Bab. The main surface of the front
protective portion upper part 90Baa extends in a direction
perpendicular to an upper protective portion 90b. The front
protective portion lower part 90Bab 1s inclined with respect
to the front protective portion upper part 90Baa i the
direction 1n which the upper protective portion 905 extends.

In the protector 90B, two fixing arms 90Bc¢ extend from
the front protective portion lower part 90Bab along both side
surfaces of an upper protective portion 906 so as to be
inclined with respect to the upper protective portion 905.
The fixing arm 90Bc includes a fitting portion 90Bca which
protrudes toward a lower protective portion 90Bd. The lower
protective portion 90Bd extends from the front protective
portion lower part 90Bab along an opening provided in the
lower surface of the upper protective portion 905 so as to be
inclined with respect to the upper protective portion 905. A
substrate fitting portion 90Be extends from the lower pro-
tective portion 90Bd so as to form a step portion together
with the lower protective portion 90Bd. A guide portion
90B1 extends from the lower protective portion 90Bd at a
position facing the fixing arm 90Bc. As 1llustrated 1n FIG.
62, the fixing arm 90Bc and the lower protective portion
90Bd are both inclined with respect to a lower-surface-side
opening 9064 of the upper protective portion 905. The fixing
arm 90Bc 1s substantially parallel to the lower protective
portion 90Bd.

When the protector 90B is attached to the optical module
900, first, the light input/output portion 914 1s covered with
the upper protective portion 905 from the leading end of the
optical module 900 and the protector 90B 1s slid to the
optical module 900. Then, the substrate fitting portion 90Be
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1s mnserted between two guide portions 910a and each guide
portion 910a 1s mterposed between each fixing arm 90Bc
and the lower protective portion 90Bd by the spring force of
cach fixing arm 90Bc. In this case, the fitting portion 90Bca
formed 1n the fixing arm 90Bc is fitted to the groove 910ab
formed 1n the guide portion 910a. The protector 90B 1s fixed
to the optical module 900 by the fitting. In addition, the
guide portion 90B1 makes it easy for the guide portion 910q
to be 1nserted between the fixing arm 90Bc¢ and the lower
protective portion 90Bd.

In the protector 90B, the fixing arm 90Bc and the lower
protective portion 90Bd are both inclined with respect to the
upper protective portion 905. Therefore, the optical module
900 can be 1mterposed between the upper protective portion
9056 and the lower protective portion 90Bd. Then, the fixing
arm 90Bc 1s fitted to the guide portion 910a and the guide
portion 910q 1s interposed between the fixing arm 90B¢ and
the lower protective portion 90Bd. Therefore, even when the
optical module 900 1s inclined, the protector 90B does not
come ofl the optical module 900.

However, 1n the case of the optical module 900 having the
above-mentioned structure, 1n the actual use, the opening
portion provided at the upper part of the light input/output
portion 1s opened. Therefore, the upper opening portion may
be protected by the following protective structure.

FIG. 55 1s a diagram 1illustrating an optical module to
which a protective structure 1s applied (see Japanese Patent
No. 5117640). An optical module 800 includes a circuit
substrate 850, a housing 810 which 1s mounted on the circuit
substrate 850, an optical fiber tape 870 which transmits an
optical signal through a ferrule 860, and a fixing member
840 which fixes the ferrule 860 to the housing 810 so as to
be detachable from the housing 810.

A laser module including a light emitting element, such as
a semiconductor laser, or a light receiving element, such as
a photodiode, may be mounted on the circuit substrate 850.
The semiconductor laser may be a surface-emitting semi-
conductor laser. The photodiode may be a pin photodiode.
The thickness of the circuit substrate 1s, for example, about
1.5 mm.

The housing 810 may be made of ceramic. The thickest
portion of the housing 810 may have a thickness of about a
tew millimeters. The thickness of the ferrule 860 1s equal to
or less than 1.6 mm. The fixing member 840 includes a first
pressing portion 830 and a second pressing portion 820,
which will be described below. The fixing member 840 1s
formed by processing a metal plate member with a thickness
of about 0.2 mm. The metal material forming the fixing
member 840 may be, for example, an aluminum alloy, a
copper alloy, or stainless steel.

In the optical module 800, the circuit substrate 850 1s
coupled to the optical fiber tape 870 through the ferrule 860.
That 1s, the optical module 800 converts an electric signal
from the circuit substrate 850 1nto light and couples the light
to the optical fiber tape 870 through the ferrule 860. In
addition, the optical module 800 converts an optical signal
from the optical fiber tape 870 into an electric signal and
supplies the electric signal to an element on the circuit
substrate 850. In this way, a detachable optical-electric
connection 1s made between the circuit substrate 850 and the
optical fiber tape 870.

FIG. 56 1s an exploded view illustrating the optical
module 800. The ferrule 860 has a light input/output surface
862 to and from which an optical signal transmitted through
a core portion of the optical fiber tape 870 1s input and
output. In FIG. 56, 1t 1s assumed that the normal direction of
the light input/output surface 862 1s the Y-axis. In addition,
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it 1s assumed that the normal direction of a mounting surface
813, which will be described below, 1s the Z-axis. It 1s
assumed that a direction perpendicular to both the Y-axis and
the Z-axis 1s the X-axis. At least two guide holes 866 are
provided 1n the light input/output surface 862 of the ferrule
860. The guide holes 866 are fitted to guide pins formed on
a light input/output portion 814, which will be described
below, to position the ferrule 860. The ferrule 860 has a side
surface 864 having the X-axis as the normal direction.

The housing 810 has a mounting portion 812 on which the
terrule 860 1s placed. The mounting portion 812 may be a
thin plate-shape member having a substantially parallelepi-
ped shape which 1s provided at an end of the housing 810
close to the optical fiber tape 870. The mounting portion 812
may be provided such that the rear surface of the mounting
portion 812 1s 1n the same plane as the rear surface of the
housing 810. In addition, the thickness of the mounting
portion 812 in the Z-axis direction 1s less than that of a
region of the housing 810 1n which the light mnput/output
portion 814, which will be described below, 1s provided. The
mounting portion 812 may have substantially the same
width as the housing 810 in the X-axis direction.

The mounting portion 812 has the mounting surface 813
which supports the ferrule 860. The mounting surface 813
has the Y-axis as a normal direction. The housing 810
includes the light input/output portion 814 which faces the
light input/output surface 862 of the ferrule 860. The light
input/output portion 814 1s fixed to the housing 810. The
light input/output portion 814 receives an optical signal
between the light input/output surface 862 of the ferrule 860
and the circuit substrate 850. An optical element, such as a
prism lens array, 1s accommodated 1n the light input/output
portion 814. In addition, an opening portion 8144 1s formed
in the upper surface of the light input/output portion 814 and
a portion ol the surface of the optical element accommo-
dated 1n the light input/output portion 814 1s exposed to the
outside through the opeming portion 814a.

The housing 810 1includes guide portions 880 which guide
the side surface 864 of the ferrule 860 1n the Y-axis direction.
The guide portion 880 may be a block-shaped member
which extends from a surface of the housing 810 facing the
terrule 860 to the optical fiber tape 870. The guide portions
880 are provided at both ends of the mounting portion 812
in the X-axis direction so as to face each other. Each guide
portion 880 has a guide surface 882 which 1s vertical to the
mounting surface 813 and is parallel to the Y-axis direction.
When the ferrule 860 1s placed on the mounting portion 812,
the guide surface 882 comes into contact with the side
surface 864 of the ferrule 860.

The guide portion 880 includes a first groove 884 and a
second groove 886 which extend from the front surface to
the rear surface of the guide portion 880 in the Z-axis
direction. The front surface of the guide portion 880 indi-
cates a surface of the guide portion 880 opposite to the
mounting portion 812. The rear surface of the guide portion
880 indicates a surface of the guide portion 880 which
comes 1nto contact with the mounting portion 812. The first
groove 884 and the second groove 886 may be through holes
which are formed at the outer end of the guide portion 880
and have a U-shape 1n a cross-sectional view. The outer end
means an end of the guide portion 880 which 1s opposite to
the surfaces of the two guide portions 880 facing each other.

The first groove 884 and the second groove 886 are
arranged 1n a line 1n the Y-axis direction. A distance between
the first groove 884 and the second groove 886 may be
substantially equal to a distance between a supporting por-
tion 832 and a contact portion 822, which will be described
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below, 1 the Y-axis direction. The term “‘substantially
equal” means that, when a fixing member 840 1s mounted
from the upper side of the guide portion 880, the distance
between the supporting portion 832 and the contact portion
822 1s equal to the distance between the first and second
grooves such that the supporting portion 832 and the contact
portion 822 can pass through the first groove 884 and the
second groove 886.

The first groove 884 1s formed so as to further pass
through the mounting portion 812. That is, the first groove
884 1s formed so as to pass through both the guide portion
880 and the mounting portion 812. The second groove 886
may be formed in a region of the guide portion 880 which
1s placed on the circuit substrate 850. The second groove 886
does not pass through the circuit substrate 850. In addition,
the second groove 886 may be formed so as to extend from
the front surface of the guide portion 880 to the middle of the
guide portion 880. That 1s, the second groove 886 may not
pass through the guide portion 880.

The first groove 884 and the second groove 886 may have
different widths 1n the Y-axis direction. The first groove 884
has a larger width than the supporting portion 832 and the
second groove 886 has a larger width than the contact
portion 822. The second groove 886 has a wall surface 887
on the side of the optical fiber tape 870. The wall surface 887
may be a flat surface having the Y-axis direction as the
normal direction.

The fixing member 840 includes a first fixing portion 843
and a second fixing portion 845. The first fixing portion 843
fixes the ferrule 860 to the housing 810 1n the Z-axis
direction perpendicular to the mounting surface 813. The
second {ixing portion 845 fixes the ferrule 860 to the housing
810 1n the Y-axis direction.

The first fixing portion 843 includes a base 841, a first
pressing portion 830, and the supporting portion 832. The
base 841 includes two wall portions 842 and a bridge portion
844 which connects the two wall portions 842. The base 841
1s a rigild member and gives rigidity to the fixing member
840. The two wall portions 842 are provided so as to be
perpendicular to the mounting surface 813, to extend in
parallel to the Y-axis direction, and to face each other. The
bridge portion 844 1s parallel to the mounting surface 813,
extends 1n a direction perpendicular to the Y-axis direction,
and connects the two wall portions 842 at the upper end of
the wall portion 842.

The first pressing portion 830 1s provided 1n the base 841
and presses the ferrule 860 from the side opposite to the
mounting surface 813. The first pressing portion 830 may be
two leal springs. The leal spring has elastic force for
pressing the ferrule 860 to the mounting surface 813. One
end of each leal spring 1s fixed to the upper end of the
corresponding wall portion 842 of the base 841 and the leaf
spring extends to the base 841 opposite to thereto. The other
end of the leat spring which 1s not fixed to the base 841
presses the ferrule 860 to the mounting surface 813.

The base 841 includes the two bridge portions 844. The
two leal springs are provided between the two bridge
portions 844 so as to face each other. Belore the fixing
member 840 1s fitted to the housing 810, the other end of the
leat spring which presses the ferrule 860 1s located below the
surface of the bridge portion 844 in the Z-axis direction. A
protective structure 844a with a plate shape which extends
in the negative Y-axis direction 1s provided in the bridge
portion 844 close to the contact portion 822.

The supporting portion 832 extends from the lower end of
cach wall portion 842 to the opposite wall portion 842. The
distance between the lower end of the wall portion 842 and
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the surface of the supporting portion 832 which extends to
the opposite wall portion 842 1n the Z-axis direction may be
substantially equal to the thickness of the mounting portion
812 1n the Z-axas direction. The supporting portion 832 may
include two lower L-shaped portions provided in the base
841. The lower L-shaped portion has one end which 1s fixed
to the lower end of the wall portion 842 of the base 841
opposite to the optical fiber tape 870 and the other end which
supports the rear surface of the mounting portion 812. The
two lower L-shaped portions extends from the lower end of
the wall portion 842 in a direction 1 which 1t becomes
turther away from the wall portion 842 along the Z-axis
direction and extends to the opposite wall portion 842. The
two supporting portions 832 may be provided so as to face
cach other. The two lower L-shaped portions extend a
distance of about 1 mm to 5 mm from the wall portion 842
in a direction close to the Y-axis.

The second fixing portion 845 includes a second pressing
portion 820 and the contact portion 822. The second press-
ing portion 820 1s provided 1n the base 841 and pressing the
terrule 860 to the light input/output portion 814 1n the Y-axis
direction. The second pressing portion 820 has a {irst state 1n
which the second pressing portion 820 presses the ferrule
860 to the light mput/output portion 814 in the Y-axis
direction and a second state in which the second pressing
portion 820 does not press the ferrule 860 to the light
input/output portion 814. The second pressing portion 820
may include two springs which are provided in the corre-
sponding base 841. Each spring may be formed in each base
841 so as to be symmetric with respect to a middle line
between the two bases 841.

The second pressing portion 820 extends from an end of
cach wall portion 842 opposite to the contact portion 822 1n
the Y-axis direction, extends to the opposite wall portion
842, and extends to the contact portion 822 in the Y-axis
direction. However, the second pressing portion 820 is not
limited to the above-mentioned shape. Each of the two
springs has one end which 1s fixed to the rear end of the wall
portion 842 of the base 841 and the other end which presses
the ferrule 860 in the Y-axis direction. The rear end of the
wall portion 842 indicates a side end of the wall portion 842
close to the optical fiber tape 870.

When the second pressing portion 820 1s 1n the first state,
the contact portion 822 comes 1nto contact with the housing
810 and fixes the second fixing portion 845 to the housing
810. For example, when the second pressing portion 820 1s
in the first state and presses the rear end of the ferrule 860
in a first direction facing the light input/output portion 814,
the contact portion 822 presses the housing 810 1n a direc-
tion opposite to the first direction to fix the second fixing
portion 845.

The contact portions 822 are formed so as to extend from
the opposite surfaces of the wall portions 842 to the opposite
wall portions 842. The opposite surfaces mean the surfaces
of the wall portions 842 which face each other. The contact
portion 822 1s formed so as to extend from an end, which 1s
close to the light input/output portion 814, of the ends of the
wall portion 842 1n the Y-axis direction. The distance
between the opposite surfaces of the two wall portions 842
1s substantially equal to the distance between two end
surfaces, in which the grooves are formed, 1n the two guide
portions 880.

The contact portions 822 includes two lateral L-shaped
portions which are formed 1n the two bases 841 so as to be
symmetric with respect to a middle line between the two
bases 841. Fach lateral L-shaped portion extends from the
end of the wall portion 842 1n a direction in which 1t
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becomes further away from the end of the wall portion 842
along the Y-axis direction and extends to the opposite wall
portion 842. The lateral L-shaped portion extends a distance
of about 1 mm to 5 mm from the wall portion 842 to the
opposite wall portion 842.

The first fixing portion 843 and the second fixing portion
845 are formed in the common base 841. The second
pressing portion 820 i1s changed from the second state to the
first state to move the base 841 relative to the mounting
portion 812 in the Y-axis direction. For example, when the
second pressing portion 820 presses the rear end of the
terrule 860, the base 841 1s moved 1n a direction opposite to
the pressing direction by reaction force to the pressing force.
The first fixing portion 843 1s moved from a second position
to a first position with the movement of the base 841. For
example, pressing working using a die may be performed for
one metal plate to form the first fixing portion 843 and the
second fixing portion 8435,

As 1llustrated in FIGS. 55 and 56, the ferrule 860 1s
attached to the light input/output portion 814 and 1s fixed to
the housing 810 by the fixing member 840. In this state, the
protective structure 844a covers the opening portion 814a of
the light input/output portion 814. Therefore, in the actual
use, the optical element accommodated 1n the light input/
output portion 814 1s protected from, for example, dust.

FIG. 57 1s a diagram 1illustrating an optical module to
which a protective structure according to another embodi-
ment 1s applied. FIG. 58 1s an exploded view 1illustrating the

optical module 1illustrated 1n FIG. 57. An optical module
800A 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 57 and 58 differs from the optical

module 800 illustrated 1n FIGS. 55 and 56 1n that a fixing
member 840A and a ferrule 860A replace the fixing member
840 and the ferrule 860, respectively.

The fixing member 840A differs from the fixing member
840 in that a bridge portion 844A without the protective
structure 844a replaces the bridge portion 844. In addition,
the ferrule 860A differs from the ferrule 860 in that 1t
includes a plate-shape protective structure 868. In FIG. 58,
for convenience of explanation, the protective structure 868
1s transparently 1llustrated.

As illustrated in FIGS. 57 and 58, the ferrule 860A 1s
attached to the light input/output portion 814 and 1s fixed to
the housing 810 by the fixing member 840A. In this state, the
protective structure 868 covers the opening portion 814a of
the light mnput/output portion 814. Therefore, in the actual
use, an optical element accommodated in the light input/
output portion 814 1s protected from, for example, dust.

In the above-described embodiment, the housing of the
optical module has the waveguide introduction opening.
However, when a circuit substrate in which an optical
waveguide does not protrude from the surface 1s mounted, a
housing without the waveguide introduction opening may be
used. That 1s, for example, the frame member may have a
square shape without an opening. However, 1t 1s preferable
that the frame member have a U-shape in order to increase
the arrangement area of the LGA.

The optical waveguide provided on the circuit substrate 1s
not limited to the organic optical waveguide. Any optical
waveguide may be provided on the circuit substrate as long
as 1t protrudes from the surface of the substrate. For
example, a ridge optical waveguide, such as a silicon wire
waveguide, an optical fiber sheet, or a PLC chip may be used
as the optical wavegude.

A method for mounting the optical module on the circuit
substrate 1s not limited to the tlip-chip bonding method. For
example, the optical module may be mounted on the circuit
substrate by retflow or solder stud welding. In addition, a
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communication system using the optical module or the
circuit substrate may be constructed.

As described above, the mvention 1s mainly useful for

optical communication.

Although the invention has been described with respect to

specific embodiments for a complete and clear disclosure,
the appended claims are not to be thus limited but are to be

construed as embodying all modifications and alternative
constructions that may occur to one skilled 1n the art that
tairly fall within the basic teaching herein set forth.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method of protecting an optical module, comprising:
preparing an optical module including a lens element; and
attaching a protector to the optical module 1n a Manner
that the protector covers a surface of the lens element,
wherein
the optical module includes
a housing including an internal space that has an
opening formed 1n a substrate mounting surface, and
an element mounting surface that forms a portion of
an inner surface of the internal space,
a waveguide introduction opening that 1s connected to
the internal space,
an optical element that 1s mounted on the element
mounting surface,
an electronic element that 1s mounted on the element
mounting surface and i1s connected to the optical
element,
the lens element that 1s arranged so as to correspond to
the optical element, and
a holder that holds the lens element at the arrangement
position, and
the protector 1s 1nserted through the waveguide introduc-
tion opening.
2. The method according to claim 1, wherein
the optical module further imncludes
an attachment structure to attach the protector,
the attachment structure 1s a slit that 1s formed on the
holder,
the protector includes a plate-shaped portion, and
in the attaching, a part of the plate-shaped portion 1s
inserted nto the slit.
3. The method according to claim 2, wherein
the waveguide introduction opening i1s formed 1n a side
surface 1ntersecting the substrate mounting surface,
the protector includes the plate-shaped portion having one
end which 1s to be inserted into the slit and a spring
portion, having a U-shape when the spring portion
together with the plate-shaped portion 1s viewed from
a side surface of the protector, covers the waveguide
introduction opening, and sandwiches the optical mod-
ule 1n a thickness direction of the optical module.
4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:
removing the protector from the optical module.
5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising;:
mounting, after the attaching of the protector, the optical
module, to which the protector 1s attached, on a circuit
substrate.
6. The method according to claim 1, farther comprising:
mounting, after the attaching of the protector, the optical
module, to which the protector 1s attached, on a circuit
substrate 1n a manner that the substrate mounting
surface faces the circuit substrate,
attaching a height adjuster having a height adjustment
portion to the optical module 1n a manner that a height
of a lower end of the height adjustment portion at the
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waveguide introduction opening 1s substantially the

same as or less than a height of the substrate mounting,

surface, and

filling a gap between the circuit substrate and the optical
module to which the height adjuster 1s attached with an
underfill material.

7. A method of protecting an optical module, comprising:

preparing an optical module including a lens element; and

attaching a protector to the optical module in a manner
that the protector covers a surface of the lens element,
wherein

the optical module includes

a circuit substrate,

a housing that covers the circuit substrate,

a light input/output portion formed on the circuit sub-
strate, and

the lens element accommodated 1n the light mnput/
output portion,

the housing includes guide portions formed at a leading
end of the housing to guide an optical connector, which
1s to be connected to the light input/output portion, to
the light input/output portion, and

the protector includes

a front protective portion having a plate shape,

an upper protective portion, which 1s a cover having a
rectangular parallelepiped shape, extending from the
front protective portion 1n a direction perpendicular
to a main surface of the front protective portion and
having openings formed i1n a lower surface and a
surface opposite to the front protective portion,

two fixing arms extending from the front protective
portion along respective side surface of the upper
protective portion,

a lower protective surface extending from the front
protective portion along the opeming formed in the
lower surface of the upper protective portion, and

a substrate fitting portion extending from the lower
protective portion and forming a step portion
together with the lower protective portion.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein

the optical module includes guide portions, formed on the
housing, as an attachment structure to attach the pro-
tector, and

in the attaching of the protector, the fixing arms are fitted
to the guide portions.

9. The method according to claim 7, further comprising:

removing the protector from the optical module.

10. The method according to claim 7, further comprising:

mounting, aiter the attaching of the protector, the optical
module, to which the protector 1s attached, on the
circuit substrate.

11. Amethod of protecting an optical module, comprising:

preparing an optical module including a lens element; and

attaching a protector to the optical module 1n a manner
that the protector covers a surface of the lens element,
wherein

the optical module includes

a circuit substrate,

a housing that covers the circuit substrate,

a light mnput/output portion formed on the circuit sub-
strate, and

the lens element accommodated 1n the light nput/
output portion,

the housing includes guide portions formed at a leading
end of the housing, the guide portions guiding an
optical connector, which 1s to be connected to the light
input/output portion, to the light input/output portion,
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the optical module further includes a fixing member that
detachably fixes the optical connector to the housing,
and

the protector 1s a protective structure provided on the
{ixing member.

12. The method according to claim 11, further compris-
ng:

removing the protector from the optical module.

13. The method according to claim 11, further compris-
ng:

mounting, aiter the attaching of the protector, the optical

module, to which the protector 1s attached, on the
circuit substrate.

14. A method of protecting an optical module, compris-

ng:

preparing an optical module including a lens element; and

attaching a protector to the optical module 1n a manner
that the protector covers a surface of the lens element,
wherein

the optical module includes
a circuit substrate,
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a housing that covers the circuit substrate,
a light input/output portion formed On the circuit
substrate, and
the lens element accommodated 1n the light mput/
output portion,

the housing includes guide portions formed at a leading
end of the housing, the guide portions guiding an
optical connector, which 1s to be connected to the light
input/output portion, to the light input/output portion
and

the protector 1s a protective structure provided on the
optical connector.

15. The method according to claim 14, further compris-

ng:
removing the protector from the optical module.
16. The method according to claim 14, further compris-
ng:

mounting, aiter the attaching of the protector, the optical
module, to which the protector 1s attached, on the
circuit substrate.
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