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PRE-REFORMER FOR SELECTIVE
REFORMATION OF HIGHER
HYDROCARBONS

BACKGROUND

Fuel cells, such as solid oxide fuel cells, are electrochemi-
cal devices which can convert energy stored in fuels to
clectrical energy with high efliciencies. High temperature
tuel cells mnclude solid oxide and molten carbonate fuel
cells. These fuel cells may operate using hydrogen and/or
hydrocarbon fuels. There are classes of fuel cells, such as the
solid oxide regenerative fuel cells, that also allow reversed
operation, such that oxidized fuel can be reduced back to
unoxidized fuel using electrical energy as an input.

FIGS. 1-9 1llustrate a prior art fuel cell system described

in U.S. Published Application 2010/0009221 published on
Jan. 14, 2010 (filed as Ser. No. 12/458,171 and incorporated
herein by reference 1n its entirety). Specifically, with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1, 2A, 2B and 3 A, an integrated fuel cell unit
10 1s shown 1n form of an integrated solid oxide fuel cell
(“SOFC”)/1uel processor 10 having a generally cylindrical
construction. The unit 10 includes an annular array 12 of
cight (8) fuel cell stacks 14 surrounding a central axis 16,
with each of the fuel cell stacks 14 having a stacking
direction extended parallel to the central axis 16, with each
of the stacks having a face 17 that faces radially outward and
a face 18 that faces radially inward. As best seen 1n FIG. 3A
the fuel cell stacks 14 are spaced angularly from each other
and arranged to form a ring-shaped structure about the axis
16. Because there are eight of the fuel cell stacks 14, the
annular array 12 could also be characterized as forming an
octagon-shaped structure about the axis 16. While eight of
the fuel cell stacks 14 have been shown, i1t should be
understood that the mnvention contemplates an annular array
12 that may include more than or less than eight fuel cell
stacks.

With reference to FIG. 1, the unit 10 further includes an
annular cathode recuperator 20 located radially outboard
from the array 12 of fuel stacks 14, an annular anode
recuperator 22 located radially inboard from the annular
array 12, a reformer 24 also located radially inboard of the
annular array 12, and an annular anode exhaust cooler/
cathode preheater 26, all integrated within a single housing
structure 28. The housing structure 28 includes an anode
feed port 30, an anode exhaust port 32, a cathode feed port
34, a cathode exhaust port 36, and an anode combustion gas
inlet port 37. An anode exhaust combustor (typically 1n the
form an anode tail gas oxidizer (ATO) combustor), shown
schematically at 38, 1s a component separate from the
integrated unit 10 and receirves an anode exhaust flow 39
from the port 32 to produce an anode combustion gas tlow
40 that 1s delivered to the anode combustion gas inlet 37.
During startup, the combustor 38 also receives a fuel tlow
(typically natural gas), shown schematically by arrow 41.
Additionally, some of the anode exhaust tlow may be
recycled to the anode feed port 30, as shown by arrows 42.
In this regard, a suitable valve 43 may be provided to
selectively control the routing of the anode exhaust tlow to
cither the combustor 38 or the anode feed port 30. Further-
more, although not shown, a blower may be required in
order to provide adequate pressurization of the recycled
anode exhaust flow 42. While FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B are
section views, 1t will be seen 1n the later figures that the
components and features of the itegrated unit 10 are
symmetrical about the axis 16, with the exception of the

ports 34, 36 and 37.
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With reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2A, the cathode flows
will be explained 1n greater detail. As seen 1 FIG. 1, a
cathode feed (typically air), shown schematically by arrows
44, enters the unit 10 via the port 34 and passes through an
annular passage 46 before entering a radial passage 48. It
should be noted that as used herein, the term “radial pas-
sage” 1s 1ntended to refer to a passage wherein a flow 1s
directed either radially mward or radially outward in a
generally symmetric 360 degree pattern. The cathode feed
44 tlows radially outward through the passage 48 to an
annular passage 50 that surrounds the array 12 and passes
through the cathode recuperator 20. The cathode feed 44
flows downward through the annular passage 50 and then
flows radially inward to an annular feed manifold volume 52
that surrounds the annular array 12 to distribute the cathode
feed 44 1nto each of the fuel cell stacks 14 where the cathode
feed provides oxygen 10ons for the reaction in the fuel cell
stacks 14 and exits the fuel cell stacks 14 as a cathode
exhaust 56. The cathode exhaust 56 then flows across the
reformer 24 mto an annular exhaust manifold area 58 where
it mixes with the combustion gas flow 40 which 1s directed
into the manifold 58 via an annular passage 60. In this
regard, 1t should be noted that the combustion gas tlow 40
helps to make up for the loss of mass 1n the cathode exhaust
flow 56 resulting from the transport of oxygen 1n the fuel cell
stacks 14. This additional mass flow provided by the com-
bustion gas flow 40 helps 1n minimizing the size of the
cathode recuperator 20. The combined combustion gas tlow
40 and cathode exhaust 56, shown schematically by arrows
62, exits the manifold 58 via a central opeming 64 to a radial
passage 66. The combined exhaust 62 flows radially outward
through the passage 66 to an annular exhaust flow passage
68 that passes through the cathode recuperator 20 1n heat
exchange relation with the passage 50 to transfer heat from
the combined exhaust 62 to the cathode feed 44. The
combined exhaust 62 tlows upward through the annular
passage 68 to a radial passage 70 which directs the combined
exhaust 62 radially mmward to a final annular passage 72
betore exiting the unit 10 via the exhaust port 36.

With reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2B, an anode feed,
shown schematically by arrows 80, enters the unit 10 via the
anode feed 1nlet port 30 preferably in the form of a mixture
of recycled anode exhaust 42 and methane. The anode feed
80 1s directed to an annular passage 82 that passes through
the anode recuperator 22. The anode feed 80 then flows to
a radial tlow passage 84 where anode feed 80 flows radially
outward to an annular manifold or plenum 86 that directs the
anode feed nto the reformer 24. After being reformed 1n the
reformer 24, the anode feed 80 exits the bottom of reformer
24 as a reformate and 1s directed 1nto an integrated pressure
plate/anode feed manifold 90. The feed manifold 90 directs
the anode feed 80 to a plurality of stack feed ports 92, with
one of the ports 92 being associated with each of the fuel cell
stacks 14. Each of the ports 92 directs the anode feed 80 into
a corresponding anode feed/return assembly 94 that directs
the anode feed 82 into the corresponding fuel cell stack 14
and collects an anode exhaust, shown schematically by
arrows 96, from the corresponding stack 14 after the anode
feed reacts 1n the stack 14. Each of the anode feed/return
assemblies 94 directs the anode exhaust 96 back into a
corresponding one of a plurality of stack ports 98 in the
pressure plate/manitold 90 (again, one port 98 for each of
the fuel cell stacks 14). The mamiold 90 directs the anode
exhaust 96 radially inward to eight anode exhaust ports 100
(again, one for each stack 14) that are formed in the pressure
plate/manifold 90. The anode exhaust 96 tflows through the

ports 100 1nto a plurality of corresponding anode exhaust
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tubes 102 which direct the anode exhaust 96 to a radial
anode exhaust flow passage 104. The anode exhaust 96
flows radially inward through the passage 104 to an annular
flow passage 106 that passes downward through the anode
recuperator 22 1n heat exchange relation with the flow
passage 82. The anode exhaust 96 i1s then directed from the
annular passage 106 upward 1nto a tubular passage 108 by
a baflle/cover 110 which 1s preferably dome-shaped. The
anode exhaust 96 flows upwards through the passage 108
betore being directed mto another annular passage 112 by a
batlle/cover 114, which again 1s preferably dome-shaped.
The annular passage 112 passes through the anode cooler 26
in heat exchange relation with the annular cathode tfeed
passage 46. After transferring heat to the cathode feed 44,
the anode exhaust 96 exits the annular passage 112 and 1s
directed by a baiflle 116, which 1s preferably cone-shaped,
into the anode exhaust port 32.

With reference to FIGS. 3A, 3B, the reformer 24 1is
provided 1n the form of an annular array 280 of eight tube
sets 282, with each tube set 282 corresponding to one of the
tuel cell stacks 14 and including a row of tlattened tubes 284.
In this regard, 1t should be noted that the number of tubes
284 1n the tube sets 282 will be highly dependent upon the
particular parameters of each application and can vary from
unit 10 to unit 10 depending upon those particular param-
eters.

FIG. 3C 1s intended as a generic figure to 1llustrate certain
construction details common to the cathode recuperator 20,
the anode recuperator 22, and the anode cooler 26. The
construction of each of these three heat exchangers basically
consists of three concentric cylindrical walls A, B, C that
define two separate tlow passages D and E, with corrugated
or serpentine fin structures G and H provided in the flow
passages D and E, respectively, to provide surface area
augmentation of the respective tflow passages. Because the
heat transier occurs through the cylindrical wall B, 1t 1s
preferred that the fins G and H be bonded to the wall B in
order to provide good thermal conductivity, such as by
brazing. On the other hand, for purposes of assembly and/or
allowing differential thermal expansion, 1t 1s preferred that
the fins G and H not be bonded to the cylindrical walls A and
C. For each of the heat exchangers 20, 22 and 26, 1t should
be understood that the longitudinal length and the specific
geometry of the fins G and H 1n each of the flow paths D and
E can be adjusted as required for each particular application
in order to achieve the desired output temperatures and
allowable pressure drops from the heat exchangers.

Turning now to FIG. 4A-D, the anode cooler 26 includes
a corrugated or serpentine fin structure 300 to provide
surface area augmentation for the anode exhaust 96 1n the
passage 112, a corrugated or serpentine fin structure 302 that
provides surface area augmentation for the cathode feed
flow 44 1n the passage 46, and a cylindrical wall or tube 304
to which the fins 300 and 302 are bonded, preferably by
brazing, and which serves to separate the flow passage 46
from the flow passage 112. As best seen in FIG. 4B, a
cylindrical flow batile 306 1s provided on the interior side of
the corrugated fin 300 and includes the dome-shaped batile
114 on its end in order to define the inner part of flow
passage 112. A donut-shaped tlow batlle 308 is also provided
to direct the cathode feed 44 radially outward after 1t exists
the flow passage 46. The cone-shaped batlle 116 together
with the port 32 are attached to the top of the tube 304, and
include a bolt tlange 310 that 1s structurally fixed, by a
suitable bonding method such as brazing or welding, to the
port 32, which also includes a bellows 311 to allow for
thermal expansion between the housing 28 and the compo-
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nents connected through the tlange 310. As seen 1n FI1G. 4C,
the above-described components can be assembled as yet
another subassembly that 1s bonded together, such as by
brazing.

In reference to FIGS. 1 and 4D, 1t can be seen that the
anode recuperator 22 includes a corrugated or serpentine fin
structure 312 in the annular flow passage 82 for surface area
augmentation for anode feed 80. As best seen 1n FIG. 1, the
anode recuperator 22 further includes another corrugated or
serpentine fin structure 314 in the annular flow passage 106
for surface augmentation of the anode exhaust 96.

As best seen 1n FIG. 4D, corrugated fins 312 and 314 are
preferably bonded to a cylindrical wall of tube 316 that
serves to separate the flow passages 82 and 106 from each
other, with the dome-shaped batlle 110 being connected to
the bottom end of the wall 316. Another cylindrical wall or
tube 320 1s provided radially inboard from the corrugated fin
314 (not shown 1n FIG. 4D, but 1n a location equivalent to
1in 300 1n cylinder 304 as seen 1n FI1G. 4B) to define the inner
side of the annular passage 106, as best seen 1n FIG. 4D. As
seen 1n FIG. 2A, an insulation sleeve 322 1s provided within
the cylindrical wall 320 and a cylindrical exhaust tube 324
1s provided within the mnsulation sleeve 322 to define the
passage 108 for the anode exhaust 96. Preferably, the
exhaust tube 324 1s joined to a conical-shaped flange 328
provided at a lower end of the cylindrical wall 320. With
reference to FIG. 4D, another cylindrical wall or tube 330
surrounds the corrugated fin 312 to define the radial outer
limit of the flow passage 82 and 1s connected to the inlet port
30 by a conical-shaped baflle 332. A mamiold disk 334 is
provided at the upper end of the wall 316 and includes a
central opening 336 for receiving the cylindrical wall 320,
and eight anode exhaust tube receiving holes 338 for seal-
ingly receiving the ends of the anode exhaust tubes 102, with
the plate 308 serving to close the upper extent of the
mamnifold plate 334 1n the assembled state.

With reference to FIGS. 2B and 4F, a heat shield assem-
bly 350 1s shown and includes an inner cylindrical shell 352
(shown in FIG. 2B), an outer cylindrical shell 354, an
insulation sleeve 356 (shown in FIG. 2B) positioned
between the inner and outer shells 352 and 354, and a
disk-shaped cover 358 closing an open end of the outer shell
350. The cover 358 includes eight electrode clearance open-
ings 360 for through passage of the electrode sleeves 211. As
seen 1n FI1G. 4E, the heat shield assembly 350 1s assembled
over an 1nsulation disk 361 the outer perimeter of the
assembled array 12 of fuel cells 14 and defines the outer
extent of the cathode feed mamifold 52. The heat shield 350
serves to retain the heat associated with the components that
it surrounds. FIG. 5 shows the heat shield assembly 350
mounted over the stacks 14.

With reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 6, the cathode recu-
perator 20 mcludes a corrugated or serpentine fin structure
362 to provide surface enhancement 1n the annular tflow
passage 68 for the combined exhaust 62, a corrugated or
serpentine fin structure 364 to provide surface enhancement
in the annular flow passage 50 for the cathode feed 44, and
a cylindrical tube or wall 366 that separates the flow
passages 50 and 68 and to which the fins 362 and 364 arc
bonded. A disk-shaped cover plate 368 1s provided to close
the upper opening of the cylindrical wall 366 and includes
a central opening 370, and a plurality of electrode clearance
openings 372 for the passage of the electrode sleeve 211
therethrough. A cylindrical tube or sleeve 376 1s attached to
the cover 368 to act as an outer sleeve for the anode cooler
26, and an upper annular bolt ﬂange 378 1s attached to the
top of the sleeve 376. A lower ring-shaped bolt tlange 380
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and an insulation sleeve 382 are fitted to the exterior of the
sleeve 376, and a cylindrical wall or shield 384 surrounds
the msulation sleeve 382 and defines an inner wall for the
passage 72, as best seen in FIGS. 1 and 6.

With reference to FIG. 7, the components of FIG. 6 are
then assembled over the components shown 1n FIG. § with
the flange 378 being bolted to the flange 310.

With reference to FIG. 4A, the outer housing 28 1s
assembled over the remainder of the unmit 10 and bolted
thereto at tlange 380 and a tlange 400 of the housing 28, and
at tlange 402 of the assembly 237 and a flange 404 of the
housing 28, preferably with a suitable gasket between the
flange connections to seal the connections.

FIG. 9 1s a schematic representation of the previously
described integrated unit 10 showing the various tlows
through the integrated unit 10 in relation to each of the major
components of the integrated unit 10. FIG. 9 also shows an
optional air cooled anode condenser 460 that 1s preferably
used to cool the anode exhaust flow 39 and condense water
therefrom prior to the flow 39 entering the combustor 38. IT
desired, the condenser may be omitted. FIG. 9 also shows a
blower 462 for providing an air flow to the combustor 38, a
blower 464 for providing the cathode feed 44, and a blower
466 for pressurizing the anode recycle flow 42. If desired, 1n
an alternate embodiment of the unit 10 shown 1n FIG. 9 also
differs from the previously described embodiment shown 1n
FIG. 1 1n that an optional steam generator (water/combined
exhaust heat exchanger) 440 1s added in order to utilize
waste heat from the combined exhaust 62 to produce steam
during startup. In this regard, a water tflow 442 1s provided
to a water inlet port 444 of the heat exchanger 440, and a
steam outlet port directs a steam tlow 448 to be mixed with
the anode feed 80 for delivery to the anode feed 1nlet port 30.

SUMMARY

The embodiments of the mvention provide systems and
methods for integrating an annular pre-reformer as part of an

anode recuperator of a fuel cell system. In an embodiment,
an anode recuperator for a fuel cell system may comprise a
first annular fuel passage, wherein an 1mnner wall of the first
annular fuel passage 1s configured to form an upper plenum
surrounded by the first annular fuel passage; an annular
pre-reformer coupled to the first annular fuel passage and
configured to receive an unreformed fuel stream from the
first annular fuel passage and at least partially reform the
unreformed fuel stream to generate a reformed fuel stream,
the annular pre-reformer located axially inward of the first
annular fuel passage; and an annular anode exhaust passage
surrounding at least a portion of the first annular fuel passage
and the annular pre-reformer, the annular anode exhaust
passage thermally coupled to the first annular fuel passage
such that an anode exhaust stream in the annular anode
exhaust passage provides heat to the unreformed fuel stream
in the first annular fuel passage, wherein the annular pre-
reformer 1s separated from the annular anode exhaust pas-
sage.

In an embodiment, a method of operating an anode
recuperator of a fuel cell system may comprise pre-reform-
ing an unreformed fuel stream at a temperature less than or
equal to 750 degrees Celsius to selectively reform higher
hydrocarbons in the unreformed fuel stream over methane in
the unreformed fuel stream to generate a reformed fuel
stream.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated
herein and constitute part of this specification, illustrate
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example embodiments of the mvention, and together with
the general description given above and the detailed descrip-
tion given below, serve to explain the features of the
invention.

FIG. 1 1s a sectional view of a prior art fuel cell unit with
an integrated SOFC and fuel processor.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are sectional views showing one half of
the prior art fuel cell unit of FIG. 1, with FIG. 2A illustrating
the tlows of the cathode feed and exhaust gases and FIG. 2B

illustrating the flows of the anode feed and exhaust gases.
FIG. 3A 1s a sectional view taken from line 3A-3A 1n FIG.
1, but showing only selected components of the fuel cell

unit.
FIG. 3B 1s an enlarged, somewhat schematic view taken

from line 3B-3B in FIG. 3A.

FIG. 3C 1s a partial section view 1llustrating construction
details common to several heat exchangers contained within
the integrated unit of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are exploded perspective views of the
components of an anode exhaust cooler of the integrated unit
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4C 1s a perspective view showing the components of
FIGS. 4A and B 1n their assembled state.

FIG. 4D 1s an exploded perspective view showing the
assembled components together with an anode recuperator
of the mtegrated unit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4E 1s an exploded perspective view showing the
components of the fuel cell stacks, anode recuperator and
anode cooler together with an insulation disk and heat shield

housing of the integrated unit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 1s a perspective view showing the assembled state
of the components of FIG. 4E.

FIG. 6 1s an exploded perspective view showing a cathode
recuperator assembly together with other components of the
integrated unit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 1s an exploded perspective view showing the
assembled components of FIG. 6 together with the
assembled components of FIG. 4.

FIG. 8 1s an exploded perspective view showing the
assembled components of FIG. 7 together with an outer

housing of the integrated unit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 9 1s a schematic representation of the fuel cell unit
if FIG. 1.

FIG. 10 1s a side cross sectional view of an anode
recuperator according to an embodiment.

FIG. 11A 1s a perspective cross sectional view of the
anode recuperator illustrated in FI1G. 10.

FIG. 11B 1s a top cross sectional view of the
recuperator illustrated in FIG. 10.

FIG. 11C another top cross sectional view of the
recuperator illustrated in FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 1s a side cross sectional view of an
recuperator according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 13 1s a side cross sectional view of an
recuperator according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 14 1s a side cross sectional view of an
recuperator according to a fourth embodiment.

FIG. 15 1s a side cross sectional view of an
recuperator according to a fifth embodiment.

FIG. 16 1s a side cross sectional view of an
recuperator according to a sixth embodiment.

FIG. 17 1s a side cross sectional view of an
recuperator according to a seventh embodiment.

FIG. 18A 1s a side cross sectional view of an
recuperator according to an eighth embodiment.
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anode
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anode

anode

anode
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FIG. 18B 1s a top cross sectional view of an anode
feed/return manifold suitable for use with the anode recu-

perator illustrated in FIG. 18A.

FIG. 18C 1s a side cross sectional view of the anode
feed/return manifold 1illustrated in FIG. 18B.

FIG. 18D 1s a top cross sectional view of the anode
recuperator 1llustrated in FIG. 18A.

FIG. 19 1s an 1sometric cross sectional view of an anode
recuperator according to a ninth embodiment.

FIG. 20 1s an 1sometric cross sectional view of an anode
recuperator according to a tenth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The various embodiments will be described 1n detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings. Wherever pos-
sible, the same reference numbers will be used throughout
the drawings to refer to the same or like parts. References
made to particular examples and implementations are for
illustrative purposes, and are not intended to limit the scope
of the mvention or the claims.

Methane reformation on a fuel cell stack of a fuel cell
system may be preferable to methane reformation in a
reformer or pre-reformer disposed 1n the fuel supply system
of a fuel cell system prior to the fuel cell stack as the
endothermic on cell reformation of methane may help to
cool the fuel cell stack during power generation.

The systems, methods, and devices of the various embodi-
ments provide an annular pre-reformer integrated as part of
an anode recuperator of a fuel cell system. The pre-reformer
converts a high percentage of higher hydrocarbons in the
tuel inlet stream while not converting too much methane 1n
the fuel inlet stream to hydrogen. In an embodiment, the
placement of the annular pre-reformer 1n a cooler section of
the fuel cell system allows the annular pre-reformer to
remove higher hydrocarbons (1.e., reform the higher hydro-
carbons 1nto hydrogen, carbon monoxide, and carbon diox-
ide) before the higher hydrocarbons reach high temperature
portions of the fuel cell system, such as the fuel cell stack,
and have a chance to coke the anode electrodes of the fuel
cells 1n the fuel cell stack.

In an embodiment, the annular pre-reformer may be
located 1n a section of the tuel cell system that 1s maintained

at a temperature of less than or equal to 750 degrees Celsius,
such as 350-750, 3350-500, 350-4350, 450-3500, 300-550,

550-600, 600-650, 650-700, 700-750, 600-750, etc. degrees
Celstus, during operation of the fuel cell system to generate
clectricity. For example, the annular pre-reformer may be
located 1n a horizontal portion of an anode recuperator. The
tuel exhaust 1n the anode recuperator may be at a tempera-
ture of 600-750 degrees Celsius, while the annular pre-
reformer may be located 1n portion of the anode recuperator
having a temperature below 675 degrees Celsius (not count-
ing the fuel mlet temperature which may be higher). The

temperature 1n the horizontal portion of the anode recupera-
tor may be lower, such as 350-675, 350-500, 350-450,

450-500, 500-550, 550-600, 600-650, 650-675, etc. degrees
Celsius, as compared to the location of reformer 24, as
shown 1n FIGS. 1-3 and 9, located at the end of or after an
anode recuperator which may operate at 680-740 degrees
Celstus. A lower temperature, such as 450-300 degrees
Cels1us, of the annular pre-reformer in the horizontal portion
of the anode recuperator may make a pre-reforming catalyst
in an annular pre-reformer less active when compared to a
reformer 1n a higher temperature location, but equilibrium
may limit the methane conversion in the annular pre-

reformer to 50%, such as 10 to 50%, such as 10-20%,
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20-30%, 30-40%, 40-50%, 20-50%, etc., while still favoring
essentially complete conversion of higher hydrocarbons
(1.e., conversion to hydrogen, carbon monoxide, and carbon
dioxide). A still cooler temperature, such as 350-450 degrees
Celsius, of the annular pre-reformer in the horizontal portion
of the anode recuperator may limit methane reformation to
near zero, or negative (1.e., methanation) while simultane-
ously allowing essentially complete conversion of higher
hydrocarbons. The addition of an annular pre-reformer
located 1n an anode recuperator may enable a reformer used
in conjunction with the annular pre-reformer to be of shorter
length when compared with a reformer used without an
annular pre-reformer. The addition of an annular pre-re-
former located in the anode recuperator may enable the
reformer 24 of FIGS. 1-3 and 9 to be eliminated, and no
reformer may be present between the annular pre-reformer
and the fuel cell stack, which may preclude additional
methane conversion between the annular pre-reformer and
the fuel cell stack. In an embodiment, a length of a heat
exchanger within the anode recuperator may be selected
based on a target temperature and/or temperature range for
the annular pre-reformer. The length of the heat exchanger
and/or the design of the anode recuperator may be selected
to maintain the annular pre-reformer at the target tempera-
ture and/or temperature range during operation of the fuel
cell system to generate electricity. The target temperature
and/or temperature range may be selected based on the
properties (e.g., ellectiveness, cost, etc.) of the catalyst
located within the annular pre-reformer and/or an expected
inlet fuel stream composition. As an example, a higher target
temperature may be selected to support the conversion of
higher hydrocarbons by a less eflective catalyst (e.g., all
nickel) while a lower target temperature may be selected for
use with a more eflective catalyst (e.g., all rhodium or all
platinum). The target temperature and/or temperature range
may be selected to favor the reformation of higher hydro-
carbons over the reformation of methane 1n the annular
pre-reformer. In an embodiment, the annular pre-reformer
may be located within the anode recuperator but separated
radially from the annular anode exhaust passage of the
anode recuperator by one or more fuel inlet conduits. In this
manner, the ambient temperature of the annular pre-reformer
may be maintained at a temperature lower than the fuel inlet
stream entering the annular pre-reformer from a fuel inlet
passage of the anode recuperator and lower than the tem-
perature of the anode exhaust 1n the anode exhaust passage.
In an embodiment, additional heat may be added to the
reformed fuel stream after the reformed fuel stream exits the
annular pre-reformer.

Alternatively, the pre-reformer does not need to be annu-
lar. Additionally, the pre-reformer (annular or otherwise)
may be located in other parts of the fuel cell system where

the temperature 1s maintained at less than or equal to 750
degrees Celsius, e.g., 350-750, 350-500, 350-450, 450-500,

500-550, 550-600, 600-650, 650-700, 700-750, 600-750,
etc. degrees Celsius.

In an embodiment, an annular pre-reformer may be an
insert within an anode recuperator. In an embodiment, the
annular pre-reformer may be located between a first annular
fuel passage within the anode recuperator and a second
annular ftuel passage within the anode recuperator, and an
annular anode exhaust passage may surround at least a
portion of the first annular fuel passage, the annular pre-
reformer, and the second annular fuel passage. In an embodi-
ment, the annular pre-reformer may be 1n direct contact
with, for example brazed to and/or resting against, an inner
wall of the annular anode exhaust passage. This may help
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promote heat transier from the annular anode exhaust pas-
sage to the annular pre-reformer. In another embodiment, the
annular pre-reformer may not be in direct contact with an
inner wall of the annular anode exhaust passage. Rather, the
annular pre-reformer may be located within a central plenum
of the anode recuperator, and fuel may be diverted from the
first annular fuel passage into the central plenum and annular
pre-reformer and back from the annular pre-reformer and
central plenum to the second annular fuel passage.

In the various embodiments, the physical characteristics
of the catalyst and/or catalyst support used 1n the annular
pre-reformer may promote turbulence and/or mixing
between the boundary layer near the surface of the catalyst
and the bulk fuel flow. This may enable the annular pre-
reformer catalyst to come 1n contact with essentially all of
the fuel flow at some point, which may result 1n nearly
complete conversion ol higher hydrocarbons. In various
embodiments, the catalyst in the annular pre-reformer may
be a metallic/ceramic foam with a catalytic layer (e.g., nickel
and/or rhodium), a metallic/ceramic foam without a catalytic
layer where the base metal of the foam 1s catalytically active
(e.g., nickel), a large number of coiled wires with a catalytic
layer, a packed bed of catalyst pellets, or any combination
thereof.

The use of an annular pre-reformer according to the
various embodiments 1n the fuel cell system may reduce the
tuel cell stack degradation rate. Additionally, an annular
pre-reformer used 1n conjunction with a reformer may lead
to a longer operating life for a reformer when compared to
a fuel cell system without an annular pre-reformer. An
annular pre-reformer may allow the fuel cell system to run
at a reduced steam to carbon ratio (5:C), reduced oxygen to
carbon ratio (O:C), and/or reduced percentage anode stream
recycled into the fuel inlet stream rate (% ANR), thereby
increasing fuel cell stack voltage, reducing fuel cell stack
s1ze, and reducing anode side volume flow and backpressure
which may result 1n less parasitic loss from an anode recycle
blower. An annular pre-reformer may allow the fuel cell
system to run with less methane reformation prior to the fuel
entering the fuel cell stack thereby increasing on cell reform-
ing (i1.e., reforming of methane to hydrogen, carbon mon-

Peak Shave
Natural Gas
High Propane,
High Air

Mole Natural Gas
Fraction (from PG&E)
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loss from a main air blower. Additionally, the combination
of the benefits of an annular pre-reformer may increase hot
box lifetime.

In the various embodiments, the fuel inlet stream may
include higher hydrocarbons with or without additional
methane. As discussed herein, higher hydrocarbons in the
tuel 1nlet stream may include, hydrocarbons including more
carbon atoms than methane, such as ethane, ethene, propane,
propene, butane, pentane, isopentane, hexane, etc. Fuels
including higher hydrocarbons may include diesel fuel,
(including low sulfur diesel and ultra low sulfur diesel), jet
tuel (including JP-5 and JP-8 jet fuels), kerosene (including
low sulfur kerosene and ultralow sulfur kerosene), natural
gas, peak shave natural gas with high propane and high air
content, peak shave natural gas with lower propane and
lower air content, natural gas with ijected refinery gases,
natural gas with a high ethane and propane content, natural
gas with medium ethane and propane content, other logistics
fuels, etc. Example fuels including higher hydrocarbons may
be comprised of a combination of various molecules 1nclud-
ing CO, CO,, H,O, H,, O,, N,, Ar, CH,, C,H,, C,H,, C,H,,
C;Hg, n-C, H,, (n-butane), 1-C,H, , (1sobutane), C.H,,, and
CcH,, and the various molecules may represent different
molecular fractions (or percentages) of the overall fuel. As
examples, CH, may comprise from less than 96% of the
molecules 1n the fuel 1n the fuel nlet stream, e.g., 40.496%
to 95.994% of the molecules, C.H, may comprise from
1.250% and 8.00% of the molecules 1n the fuel 1n the fuel
inlet stream, C,H, may comprise from 0.040% to 8.00% of
the molecules 1n the fuel in the fuel inlet stream, C,H, may
comprise from 0.360% to 30.760% of the molecules 1n the
fuel 1 the fuel ilet stream, C.H, may comprise from
0.001% to 1.620% of the molecules 1n the fuel 1n the fuel
inlet stream, n-C,H, , may comprise from 0.001% to 0.400%
of the molecules 1n the fuel 1n the fuel inlet stream, 1-C H, ,
may comprise from 0.001% to 0.200% of the molecules 1n
the fuel 1n the fuel nlet stream, C.H,, may comprise from
0.001% to 0.090% of the molecules 1n the fuel 1n the fuel
inlet stream, and C.H,, may comprise from 0.001% to
0.030% of the molecules 1n the fuel 1n the fuel 1nlet stream.
S1x exemplary fuel compositions are shown i Table I below.

TABLE 1

Natural Gas
with higher with higher
Ethane and Ethane and

Propane High Propane Medium
Ethane Ethane

Natural Gas
Natural Gas
Injected with
Refinery
(yases

Peak Shave
Natural Gas
Lower Propane,
Lower Air

CO
CO?2
H20
H?2
02
N2
Ar
CH4
C2H6
C2H4
C3HR
C3H6

n-C4H10
1-C4H10

C5HI12
CoH14

0.001%
1.300%
0.001%
0.001%
0.001%
0.400%
0.001%

95.994%

1.760%
0.001%
0.360%
0.001%
0.020%
0.070%
0.088%
0.001%

0.001%
0.300%
0.001%
0.001%
5.300%

20.040%

0.001%

40.496%

1.250%
0.060%

30.760%

1.620%
0.050%
0.050%
0.040%
0.030%

0.001%
0.360%
0.001%
0.001%
4.280%

16.200%

0.001%

48.946%

1.550%
0.040%

27.910%

0.500%
0.060%
0.060%
0.060%
0.030%

0.001%
4.000%
0.001%
2.000%
0.001%
0.001%
0.001%

74.991%

8.000%
8.000%
1.000%
2.000%
0.001%
0.001%
0.001%
0.001%

0.001%
1.300%
0.001%
0.001%
0.001%
0.400%
0.001%

84.114%

8.000%
0.001%
6.000%
0.001%
0.020%
0.070%
0.088%
0.001%

0.001%
2.200%
0.001%
0.001%
0.001%
0.400%
0.001%

8&8.102%

0.500%
0.001%
2.100%
0.001%
0.400%
0.200%
0.090%
0.001%

oxide, and carbon dioxide at the fuel cell itself) which may
allow for reduced air flow through the fuel cell system, less
back pressure and less volume air flow, and less parasitic

65

FIG. 10 1llustrates a side cross sectional view an anode
recuperator 1000 according to an embodiment. The anode
recuperator 1000 may be an anode recuperator of a solid
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oxide fuel cell system. The anode recuperator 1000 may
include an annular fuel passage 1002 coupled to an annular
pre-reformer 1004 and in fluild communication with the
annular pre-reformer 1004. The annular pre-reformer 1004
may be configured to receive an unreformed fuel stream
from the first annular fuel passage 1002. The annular pre-
reformer 1004 may be an annular passage which may
support a pre-reformer catalyst, such as nickel and/or rho-
dium, along a length of the annular pre-reformer 1004, and
may reform the fuel stream recerved from the annular fuel
passage 1002 to generate a reformed fuel stream. The
annular pre-reformer 1004 may be coupled to a second
annular fuel passage 1006 and 1n fluid communication with
the second annular fuel passage 1006. The second annular
tuel passage 1006 may be configured to receive the reformed
fuel stream from the annular pre-reformer 1004. In an
embodiment, the first annular fuel passage 1002, annular
pre-reformer 1004, and second annular fuel passage 1006
may be one annular passage except that the annular pre-
reformer portion 1004 may contain catalyst. An annular
anode exhaust passage 1008 may surround at least a portion
of the first annular fuel passage 1002, the annular pre-
reformer 1004, and the second annular fuel passage 1006.
The annular anode exhaust passage 1008 may be thermally
coupled to at least the first annular fuel passage 1002, the
passage 1004 of the pre-reformer, and the second annular
tuel passage 1006 such that an anode exhaust stream 1n the
anode exhaust passage 1008 may provide heat to the unre-
formed fuel stream 1n the first annular tuel passage 1002, the
passage 1004 of the pre-reformer, and the reformed fuel
stream 1n the second annular fuel passage 1006. In an
embodiment, the catalyst or catalyst support in the annular
pre-reformer 1004 may be 1n direct contact with an inner
wall of the anode exhaust passage 1008. For example, the
catalyst or catalyst support in the annular pre-reformer 1004
may rest against the anode exhaust passage 1008 and/or be
brazed to the anode exhaust passage 1008. In an embodi-
ment, an mner wall of the first annular fuel passage 1002
may be configured to form a plenum surrounded by the first
annular fuel passage 1002, the second annular fuel passage
1006 may be configured to form a plenum surrounded by the
second annular fuel passage 1006, and the annular pre-
reformer 1004 may be configured to form a plenum sur-
rounded by the mner wall of the annular pre-reformer 1004.
The three plenums may be 1n fluid communication, thereby
forming a central plenum 1010 having an upper plenum
portion surrounded by the first annular fuel passage 1002, a
pre-reformer plenum portion surrounded by the annular
pre-reformer 1004, and a lower plenum portion surrounded
by the second annular fuel passage 1006.

FIG. 11 A 1illustrates a perspective cross sectional view of
the anode recuperator 1000 described above with reference
to FIG. 10. In an embodiment, the annular pre-reformer
1004 may be a finned pre-reformer. In an embodiment, the
first annular fuel passage 1002 and second annular tuel
passage 1006 may be a continuous annular passage contain-
ing a set of catalyst coated fins inserted in the middle which
function as the pre-reformer. While illustrated as a finned
pre-reformer and finned fuel passages 1n various figures, the
annular pre-reformer 1004 may have other configurations
which may not incorporate fins. In another embodiment, the
annular pre-reformer 1004 may be disposed 1n a gap
between the first annular fuel passage 1002 and the second
annular fuel passage 1006 11 the passages 1002 and 1006 do
not form one continuous passage.

FIG. 11B 1illustrates a top cross sectional view of another
embodiment of the anode recuperator 1000 shown 1 FIG.
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10. FIG. 11B 1illustrates that the annular anode exhaust
passage 1008 surrounds (1.e., encircles) the first annular fuel
passage 1002 and second annular fuel passage 1006 (not
visible in FIG. 11B). In an embodiment, the inner wall 1003
of the first annular fuel passage 1002 may be configured to
form an upper portion of the plenum 1010. In this manner,
the first annular fuel passage 1002 may surround (1.e.,
encircle) the upper portion of the plenum 1010. While not
visible in FIG. 11B, 1n a similar manner an inner wall of the
second annular fuel passage 1006 may be configured to form
a lower portion of the plenum 1010. The annular pre-
reformer 1004 may be configured as a common wall having
its 1nner surface coated with catalyst located between and
separating the first annular fuel passage 1002 and the
annular anode exhaust passage 1008.

FIG. 11C 1illustrates another top cross sectional view of
another embodiment of the anode recuperator 1000 shown 1n
FIG. 10. As 1llustrated 1in FIG. 11C, the common wall 1004
between the first annular fuel passage 1002 and the annular
anode exhaust passage 1008 may be a catalyst coated
corrugated fin with anode exhaust flowing vertically up
through the annular anode exhaust passage 1008 and fuel
flowing vertically down through the first annular fuel pas-
sage 1002. The anode exhaust flowing 1n the annular anode
exhaust passage 1008 may provide heat to the first annular
tuel passage 1002, the annular pre-reformer 1004, and/or the
second annular fuel passage 1006, and any fuel flows
therein.

FIG. 12 illustrates a side cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1200. Anode recuperator
1200 1s similar to anode recuperator 1000 illustrated in FIG.
10 and contains a number of components 1n common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators

1000 and 1200 are numbered the same 1n FIGS. 10 and 12
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1000 and
1200 1s that the annular pre-reformer 1201 of the anode
recuperator 1200 may be located within the central plenum
1010 of the anode recuperator 1200 and separated from an
inner wall of the annular anode exhaust passage 1008 by the
first annular fuel passage 1002 and/or the second annular
tuel passage 1006, and the annular pre-reformer 1201 may
{11l the central plenum 1010 such that the upper portion of
the central plenum 1010 formed by the first annular fuel
passage 1002 may not be in fluid communication with the
lower portion of the central plenum 1010 formed by the
second annular fuel passage 1006. The annular pre-reformer
1201 may be located axially mmward of the first annular fuel
passage 1002 and/or the second annular fuel passage 1006
and the annular pre-reformer 1201 may be separated from
the annular anode exhaust passage 1008 by the first annular
tuel passage 1002 and/or the second annular fuel passage
1006. The annular pre-reformer 1201 may include a first
annular pre-reforming passage 1204 and a second annular
pre-reforming passage 1202. The first annular pre-reforming,
passage 1204 may encircle the second annular pre-reforming
passage 1202. The second annular pre-reforming passage
1202 may be configured to received the unreformed fuel
stream from the first annular fuel passage 1002 and the first
annular pre-reforming passage 1204 may be configured to
provide the reformed fuel stream to the second annular fuel
passage 1006. In this manner, an unreformed fuel stream
may flow radially inward from the first annular fuel passage
1002 at the top of the annular pre-reformer 1201, flow
axially down the annular pre-reformer 1201 via the second
annular pre-reforming passage 1202, tflow radially to the
outside of the annular pre-reformer 1201 and be directed
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axially back up the first annular pre-reforming passage 1204
to then tlow radially to the second annular fuel passage 1006
and then flow axially down passage 1006. In an embodi-
ment, pre-reformer catalyst may be located (e.g., supported)
in both the first annular pre-reforming passage 1204 and the
second annular pre-reforming passage 1202. The pre-re-
former catalyst may be supported in the first annular pre-
reforming passage 1202 and/or the second annular pre-
reforming passage 1204 using any type structure, such as
catalyst coated fins, catalyst supporting foam, catalyst
coated twisted wires, etc.

FIG. 13 illustrates a side cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1300. Anode recuperator
1300 1s similar to anode recuperator 1200 1llustrated 1n FIG.
12 and contains a number of components in common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators
1200 and 1300 are numbered the same 1n FIGS. 12 and 13
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1200 and
1300 1s that the annular pre-reformer 1301 of the anode
recuperator 1300 1s that the axial flow directions of the fuel
are reversed. The annular pre-reformer 1301 may include a
first annular pre-reforming passage 1302 and a second
annular pre-reforming passage 1304. The first annular pre-
reforming passage 1302 may encircle the second annular
pre-reforming passage 1304. The first annular pre-reforming,
passage 1302 may be configured to receive the unreformed
tuel stream from the first annular fuel passage 1002 and the
second annular pre-reforming passage 1304 may be config-
ured to provide the reformed fuel stream to the second
annular tuel passage 1006. In this manner, an unreformed
tuel stream may flow radially inward to enter the outer
portion of the annular pre-reformer 1301 from the first
annular fuel passage 1002 at the bottom of the annular
pre-reformer 1301, flow axially up the outer portion of
annular pre-reformer 1301 via the first annular pre-reform-
ing passage 1302, tflow radially inward to the center of the
annular pre-reformer 1301 and be directed back axially
down the second annular pre-reforming passage 1304 to
flow radially outward to the second annular fuel passage
1006. In an embodiment, pre-reformer catalyst may be
located (e.g., supported) in both the first annular pre-reform-
ing passage 1302 and the second annular pre-reforming
passage 1304. The pre-reformer catalyst may be supported
in the first annular pre-reforming passage 1302 and/or the
second annular pre-reforming passage 1304 using any type
structure, such as catalyst coated fins, catalyst supporting
foam, catalyst coated twisted wires, efc.

FIG. 14 illustrates a side cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1400. Anode recuperator
1400 1s similar to anode recuperator 1200 illustrated in FIG.
12 and contains a number of components 1n common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators
1200 and 1400 are numbered the same 1n FIGS. 12 and 14
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1000 and
1400 1s that the annular pre-reformer 1401 of the anode
recuperator 1400 only partially fills the plenum 1010. The
annular pre-reformer 1401 may include a first annular pre-
reforming passage 1404 and a second annular pre-reforming
passage 1402. The first annular pre-reforming passage 1404
may encircle the second annular pre-reforming passage
1402. The second annular pre-reforming passage 1402 con-
tains an mner wall 1403 which encircles a hollow portion
1010A of the plenum 1010 which 1s not filled with catalyst.
The second annular pre-reforming passage 1402 1s config-
ured to receirve the unreformed fuel stream from the first
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annular fuel passage 1002 and the first annular pre-reform-
ing passage 1404 may be configured to provide the reformed
fuel stream to the second annular fuel passage 1006. In this
manner, an unreformed fuel stream may flow radially inward
from the first annular fuel passage 1002 and be directed
axially down to enter the central ring of the annular pre-
reformer 1401 at the top of the annular pre-reformer 1401,
flow axially down the annular pre-reformer 1401 via the
second annular pre-reforming passage 1402, tlow radially to
the outside of the annular pre-reformer 1401 and be directed
to flow axially back up the first annular pre-reforming
passage 1404 to the second annular fuel passage 1006 to
then be directed radially out and then directed axially
downward to flow axially downward through the second
annular fuel passage 1006. In an embodiment, pre-reformer
catalyst may be located (e.g., supported) in both the first
annular pre-reforming passage 1404 and the second annular
pre-reforming passage 1402. The pre-reformer catalyst may
be supported in the first annular pre-reforming passage 1404
and/or the second annular pre-reforming passage 1402 using
any type structure, such as catalyst coated fins, catalyst
supporting foam, catalyst coated twisted wires, efc.

FIG. 15 illustrates a side cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1500. Anode recuperator
1500 1s similar to anode recuperator 1400 illustrated in FIG.
14 and contains a number of components 1n common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators
1400 and 1500 are numbered the same 1n FIGS. 14 and 15
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1400 and
1500 1s that the axial flow directions of the tuel are reversed.
The annular pre-reformer 1501 may include a first annular
pre-reforming passage 1502 and a second annular pre-
reforming passage 1504. The first annular pre-reforming
passage 1502 may encircle the second annular pre-reforming
passage 1504. The second annular pre-reforming passage
1504 contains an mner wall 1503 which encircles a hollow
portion 10108 of the plenum 1010 which 1s not filled with
catalyst. The first annular pre-reforming passage 1502 may
be configured to recerve the unreformed fuel stream from the
first annular fuel passage 1002 and the second annular
pre-reforming passage 1504 may be configured to provide
the reformed fuel stream to the second annular fuel passage
1006. In this manner, an unreformed fuel stream may flow
radially inward from the first annular fuel passage 1002 and
be directed axially up into the outer portion of the annular
pre-reformer 1501 at the bottom of the annular pre-reformer
1501, flow axially up the outer portion of annular pre-
reformer 1501 via the first annular pre-reforming passage
1502, be directed radially inward to flow into the inner ring
of the annular pre-reformer 1501 then be directed to tlow
axially back down the second annular pre-reforming passage
1504 to the second annular fuel passage 1006 and flow
radially outward and then flow axially down the second
annular fuel passage 1006. In an embodiment, pre-reformer
catalyst may be located (e.g., supported) in both the first
annular pre-reforming passage 1502 and the second annular
pre-reforming passage 1504. The pre-reformer catalyst may
be supported 1n the first annular pre-reforming passage 1502
and/or the second annular pre-reforming passage 1504 using
any type structure, such as catalyst coated fins, catalyst
supporting foam, catalyst coated twisted wires, efc.

FIG. 16 illustrates a side cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1600. Anode recuperator
1600 1s similar to anode recuperator 1200 illustrated in FIG.
12 and contains a number of components 1n common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators
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1200 and 1600 are numbered the same 1n FIGS. 12 and 16
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1200 and
1600 1s that the annular pre-reformer 1201 of the anode
recuperator 1600 may only include pre-reformer catalyst in
the second annular pre-reforming passage 1202. The pre-
reformer catalyst may be supported 1n the second annular
pre-reforming passage 1202 using any type structure, such
as catalyst coated fins, catalyst supporting foam, catalyst
coated twisted wires, etc. Pre-reformer catalyst may not be
located (e.g., supported) 1n the first annular passage 1204
which may be empty. In this manner, pre-reforming of fuel
may not occur in the first annular passage 1204. This allows
the temperature 1n pre-reformer 1201 to be maintained at a
low level, such as at 350-450 degrees Celsius, because
passage 1202 containing catalyst 1s separated from the anode
exhaust 1 passage 1008 by passages 1006 and 1204.

FIG. 17 1illustrates a side cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1700. Anode recuperator
1700 1s similar to anode recuperator 1300 illustrated in FIG.
13 and contains a number of components 1n common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators
1300 and 1700 are numbered the same 1 FIGS. 13 and 17
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1300 and
1700 1s that the annular pre-reformer 1301 of the anode
recuperator 1700 may only include pre-reformer catalyst in
the second annular pre-reforming passage 1304. The pre-
reformer catalyst may be supported 1n the second annular
pre-reforming passage 1304 using any type structure, such
as catalyst coated fins, catalyst supporting foam, catalyst
coated twisted wires, etc. Pre-reformer catalyst may not be
located (e.g., supported) 1n the first annular passage 1302
which may be empty. In this manner, pre-reforming of fuel
may not occur 1n the first annular passage 1302. This allows
the temperature in pre-reformer 1301 to be maintained at a
low level, such as at 350-450 degrees Celsius, because
passage 1304 containing catalyst is separated from the anode
exhaust 1 passage 1008 by passages 1002 and 1302.

FIG. 18A 1illustrates a side cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1800. Anode recuperator
1800 1s similar to anode recuperator 1700 1llustrated 1n FIG.
17 and contains a number of components in common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators
1700 and 1800 are numbered the same 1n FIGS. 17 and 18A
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1700 and
1800 1s that there 1s no second annular fuel passage 1006 1n
anode recuperator 1800. Thus, the first annular pre-reformer
passage 1302 and second annular pre-reformer passage 1304
may occupy the plenum 1010 such that the reformed fuel
stream does not tlow to contact the inner wall 1804 of the
anode exhaust passage 1008. An inner wall 1803 of the first
annular fuel passage 1002 may separate the first annular
pre-reformer passage 1302 from the first annular fuel pas-
sage 1002. Pre-reformer catalyst may not be located (e.g.,
supported) 1n the first annular passage 1302 which may be
empty. In this manner, pre-reforming of fuel may not occur
in the first annular passage 1302. This allows the tempera-
ture of the region contaiming the pre-reformer 1301 to be
maintaimned at a low level, such as below 675 degrees
Celstus, for example at 350-4350 degrees Celsius, because
passage 1304 containing catalyst is separated from the anode
exhaust 1 passage 1008 by passages 1002 and 1302. In
another embodiment, the unreformed fuel stream entering
the annular pre-reformer 1301 1n the single stage anode
recuperator 1800 1llustrated in FIG. 18 A may be hotter than
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the unreformed fuel streams entering the annular pre-re-
formers 1n the two stage anode recuperators 1000, 1200,
1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, and 1700 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 10
and 12-17, respectively, because the unreformed fuel stream
may travel a longer length of heat exchanger in the anode
recuperator 1800. As an example, the temperature in the
region of the system containing the annular pre-reformer

1301 1llustrated 1n FIG. 18 A may be maintained at 350-673,
350-500, 450-500 degrees Celsius, etc., and the unreformed
fuel stream may be introduced to the annular pre-reformer
1301 1illustrated 1n FIG. 18A from the first annular fuel
passage 1002 at 600-750 degrees Celsius.

In annular pre-reformer 1800, the second annular pre-
reformer passage 1304 discharges the reformed fuel stream
directly to anode feed/return manifold 1802 which directs
the reformed fuel stream to the fuel cell stacks via stack feed
ports 92. The second annular pre-reformer passage 1304
may extend to the bottom of plenum 1010 and take up at
least 75%, but less than 100% (e.g., 80-90%) of the axial
length of the plenum 1010 to leave space at the top for fuel
to enter. The anode feed/return manifold 1802 may also
direct the anode exhaust stream from the anode exhaust
ports 98 to the anode exhaust passage 1008. The direct
discharge of the reformed fuel stream from the second
annular pre-reformer passage 1304 to the anode feed/return
assembly passage 1802 may limit the recuperation of heat 1n
the reformed fuel stream when compared with the reformed
fuel stream flowed 1nto the second annular fuel passage 1006
as discussed above with reference to FIG. 17. This may
allow the temperature in the anode feed/return assembly
passage to be maintained at a low level, such as at 350-450
degrees Celsius, because the reformed fuel stream does not
flow through a passage (e.g., 1002, 1006) in direct contact
through a common wall with the anode exhaust passage
1008.

FIG. 18B 1illustrates a top cross sectional view of the
anode feed/return manifold 1802 and FIG. 18C 1illustrates a
side cross sectional view of the anode feed/return manifold
1802 along line C-C 1n FIG. 18B. The anode feed/return
mamifold 1802 includes hollow cylindrical space 1812 sur-
rounded by a concentric ring 1810 which 1s separated from
the hollow cylindrical space 1812 by an inner wall 1811.
Anode feed tubes 1806 extend from the hollow cylindrical
space 1812 through the outer ring 1810 and connect to the
stack feed ports 92. Anode exhaust tubes 1808 connect the
anode exhaust ports 98 to the outer ring 1810 and open into
the outer ring 1810. In an embodiment, the inner space 1812,
outer ring 1810, anode feed tubes 1806, and anode exhaust
tubes 1808 may all be aligned relative to the same plane P-P
shown 1n FIG. 18C, such that FIG. 18B 1s a cross sectional
view along this line P-P. In an embodiment, the anode feed
tubes 1806 and/or the anode exhaust tubes 1808 may include
bellows to relieve the stress of diflerential thermal expan-
S1011.

FIG. 18D illustrates a top cross sectional view of the
anode recuperator 1800 shown 1n FIG. 18A. As 1llustrated 1n
FI1G. 18D, the common wall 1804 between the first annular
fuel passage 1002 and the annular anode exhaust passage
1008 may be an annular corrugated finned wall with anode
exhaust flowing vertically up through the annular anode
exhaust passage 1008 and fuel flowing vertically down
through the first annular fuel passage 1002 after entering
grooves 1n the finned wall. The common wall 1803 between
the first annular fuel passage 1002 and the first annular
pre-reformer passage 1302 may not be corrugated. After
flowing axially 1n from the first annular fuel passage 1002
into the first annular pre-reformer passage 1302, the fuel
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may flow vertically up through the first annular pre-reformer
passage 1302, then axially into the second annular pre-
reformer passage 1304, and then down vertically through the
second annular pre-former passage 1304 into the anode
feed/return manifold 1802.

FI1G. 19 1llustrates an 1sometric cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 1900. Anode recuperator
1900 1s similar to anode recuperator 1800 illustrated in FIG.
18A and contains a number of components 1 common.
Those components which are common to both anode recu-
perators 1800 and 1900 are numbered the same in FIGS.
18A and 19 and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1800 and
1900 1s that the fins of the annular fuel passage 1002 and the
annular anode exhaust passage 1008 may be separated nto
two or more distinct vertical segments, such as three seg-
ments 1905A, 19058, and 1905C. In anode recuperator
1900, the pre-reformer catalyst may be supported in the
second annular pre-reforming passage 1304 in one or more

puck sections comprising pre-reforming catalyst, such as
five puck sections 1901A, 1901B, 1901C, 1901D, and

1901E.

FI1G. 20 1llustrates an 1sometric cross sectional view of an
embodiment anode recuperator 2000. Anode recuperator
2000 1s similar to anode recuperator 1900 1llustrated 1n FIG.
19 and contains a number of components in common. Those
components which are common to both anode recuperators
1900 and 2000 are numbered the same 1n FIGS. 19 and 20
and will not be described further.

One difference between anode recuperators 1900 and
2000 1s that the fins of the annular fuel passage 1002 and the
annular anode exhaust passage 1008 are continuous along
the enftire length of the anode recuperator 2000. Further-
more, passages 1002 and 1008 are separated by single fin
separator (1.e., single fin heat exchanger) 1n anode recupera-
tor 2000, while the anode recuperator 1900 comprises a dual
fin heat exchanger. Another difference between anode recu-
perators 1900 and 2000 1s that the second annular pre-
reforming passage 1304 does not connect directly to the
anode feed/return manifold 1802. Rather, 1n anode recupera-
tor 2000, the second annular pre-reforming passage 1304
and the second annular fuel passage 1006 may be one
annular passage connected to the anode feed/return manifold
1802, except that the second annular fuel passage 1006 may
not contain catalyst.

The preceding description of the disclosed aspects 1s
provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make or
use the present invention. Various modifications to these
aspects will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art,
and the generic principles defined herein may be applied to
other aspects without departing from the scope of the
invention. Thus, the present ivention 1s not intended to be
limited to the aspects shown herein but 1s to be accorded the
widest scope consistent with the principles and novel fea-
tures disclosed herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. An anode recuperator for a fuel cell system, compris-
Ing:

an annular pre-reformer configured to at least partially
reform a fuel;

an annular first fuel passage configured to provide fuel to
the pre-reformer; and

an annular anode exhaust passage surrounding the first
fuel passage and the pre-reformer and located radially
to the outside of the pre-reformer, the anode exhaust
passage being thermally coupled to the first fuel pas-
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sage, such that anode exhaust flowing through the
anode exhaust passage provides heat to fuel 1n the first
fuel passage,

wherein the pre-reformer 1s separated from the anode

exhaust passage by the first fuel passage.

2. The anode recuperator of claim 1, wherein the pre-
reformer comprises:

an annular first pre-reforming passage fluidly connected

to the first fuel passage; and

an annular second pre-reforming passage fluidly con-

nected to the first pre-reforming passage and disposed
within the first pre-reforming passage.

3. The anode recuperator of claim 2, wherein the pre-
reformer 1s configured such that fuel provided by the first
tuel passage tlows through the first pre-reforming passage 1n
a first direction and then flows through the second pre-
reforming passage 1n an opposing second direction.

4. The anode recuperator of claim 3, wherein the anode
recuperator 1s configured such that fuel flows through the
first fuel passage in the second direction.

5. The anode recuperator of claim 2, further comprising a
pre-reforming catalyst disposed 1n the first pre-reforming,
passage, the second pre-reforming passage, or both the first
pre-reforming passage and the second pre-reforming pas-
sage.

6. The anode recuperator of claim 2, further comprising an
annular second fuel passage configured to receive reformed
fuel from the pre-reformer,

wherein:

the anode exhaust passage 1s thermally coupled to the

second fuel passage, such that anode exhaust flowing
through the anode exhaust passage provides heat to fuel
in the second fuel passage before providing heat to fuel
in the first fuel passage;

the annular pre-reformer 1s located within a central ple-

num ol the anode recuperator and separated from an
inner wall of the annular anode exhaust passage by at
least one of the first annular fuel passage and the second
annular fuel passage; and

the annular pre-reformer 1s located axially inward of at

least one of the first annular fuel passage and the second
annular fuel passage.

7. The anode recuperator of claim 6, wherein:

the first and the second fuel passages are located between

the annular pre-reformer and the anode exhaust pas-
sage;

an mner wall of the second pre-reforming passage forms

a first plenum; and

an iner wall of the second fuel passage forms a second

plenum that 1s fluidly connected to the first plenum.

8. The anode recuperator of claim 2, wherein:

the second pre-reforming passage 1s divided 1nto sections;

and

cach section comprises separate pre-reformer catalyst

puck.

9. An anode recuperator for a fuel cell system, compris-
ng:

an annular pre-reformer configured to at least partially

reform a fuel;

an annular first fuel passage configured to provide fuel to

the pre-reformer;

an annular second fuel passage configured to receive fuel

from the pre-reformer; and

an annular anode exhaust passage surrounding the first

fuel passage, the second fuel passage, and the pre-
reformer, and located radially to the outside of the
pre-reformer,
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wherein:

the anode exhaust passage 1s thermally coupled the sec-
ond fuel passage, such that anode exhaust flowing
through the anode exhaust passage provides heat to tuel
in the second fuel passage, and

the pre-reformer 1s separated from the anode exhaust

passage by at least one of the first fuel passage and the
second fuel passage.

10. The anode recuperator of claim 9, wherein:

the first and the second fuel passages are located between

the annular pre-reformer and the anode exhaust pas-
sage; and

the second fuel passage surrounds the pre-reformer and

separates the pre-reformer from the anode exhaust
passage.

11. The anode recuperator of claam 10, wherein the
pre-reformer comprises:

an annular first pre-reforming passage fluidly connected

to the first fuel passage; and

an annular second pre-reforming passage fluidly con-

nected to the first pre-reforming passage and disposed
within the first pre-reforming passage.

12. The anode recuperator of claim 11, wherein the
pre-reformer 1s configured such that fuel provided by the
first fuel passage flows through the first pre-reforming
passage 1n a first direction and then flows through the second
pre-reforming passage 1n an opposing second direction.

13. The anode recuperator of claim 12, wherein the anode
recuperator 1s configured such that fuel tflows through the
first fuel passage in the second direction.

14. The anode recuperator of claim 11, further comprising
a pre-reforming catalyst disposed 1n the first pre-reforming
passage, the second pre-reforming passage, or both the first
pre-reforming passage and the second pre-reforming pas-
sage.

15. The anode recuperator of claim 11, wherein:

an mner wall of the second pre-reforming passage forms

a first plenum; and
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an mner wall of the second fuel passage forms a second

plenum that 1s fluidly connected to the first plenum.

16. The anode recuperator of claim 15, wherein the
second fuel passage separates the second plenum from the
anode exhaust passage.

17. The anode recuperator of claim 11, wherein:

the second pre-reforming passage 1s divided into sections;

and

cach section comprises separate pre-reformer catalyst

puck.

18. The anode recuperator of claim 9, wherein the annular
pre-reformer 1s a finned pre-reformer.

19. The anode recuperator of claim 9, wherein:

the annular pre-reformer 1s located within a central ple-

num ol the anode recuperator and separated from an
inner wall of the annular anode exhaust passage by at
least one of the first annular fuel passage and the second
annular fuel passage; and

the annular pre-reformer 1s located axially imnward of at

least one of the first annular fuel passage and the second
annular fuel passage.

20. A method of operating a fuel cell system including a
fuel cell stack and an anode recuperator of claim 9, the
method comprising:

providing a fuel to the annular pre-reformer from the first

fuel passage;

at least partially reforming the fuel in the annular pre-

reformer to generate a reformed fuel;

providing the reformed fuel to the fuel cell stack using the

second fuel passage; and

heating at least one of the fuel 1n the first fuel passage and

the reformed fuel in the second fuel passage using
anode exhaust flowing through the annular anode
exhaust passage.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the heating com-
prises using the anode exhaust to heat the reformed fuel 1n
the first fuel passage and the second fuel passage.
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