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METHODS AND COMPOSITIONS FOR
ENHANCED TRANSUNGUAL DELIVERY OF
AR-12

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Ser. No. 62/206,188, filed Aug. 17, 20135. The
above referenced application 1s incorporated herein by ret-
erence as 1f restated 1n full

BACKGROUND

Trichophyton 1s a filamentous fungus which grows as
hyphae 1n and on host tissues. The fungus 1s acquired by
contact with material such as shed skin scales contaminated
with Trichophyton hyphae and hyphal elements. The
1vichophyton hyphae produce keratinases which enable
them to use keratin as a nutrient source. Irichophyton
colomizes the keratinized stratum corneum of the skin pre-
senting a chronic source of continued infection. Although
direct invasion of living tissue 1s rare, the presence of the
Trichophyton fungus induces inflammatory responses in the
surrounding tissue. Disease conditions caused by Trichophy-
ton 1include infections of the skin (e.g., tinea pedis [athletes
foot] and tinea corporis [ringworm]), of the nails, and nail
bed (tinea unguium or onychomycosis). Fungal infection of
the nails and nail bed 1s of particular concern, because fungi
can penetrate deep into the nail plate, nail bed, and nail
matrix causing long term, chronic infections that are dithcult
to treat.

Current treatments for fungal pathogens include clotrima-
zole, econazole, ketoconazole, miconazole, tioconazole, flu-
conazole, posaconazole, 1traconazole, voriconazole, 1savu-
conazonium, terbinafine, nystatin, amorolfine, griseofulvin,
caspofungin, micatungin, anidulafungin, tevaborole, efina-
conazole, amphotericin B deoxycholate and liposomal
amphotericin B, and are typically provided topically, orally,
or mtravenously. Side-effects include liver damage, allergic
reactions, and hormonal effects. In particular, triazole-based
drugs have significant host side-eflects such as reversible
increases in hepatic enzymes, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
abdominal pain, constipation, dyspepsia, allergic reactions
such as pruritus, rash, urticarial, angioedema, and hepatitis
alter prolonged use.

AR-12 (a.k.a. OSU-03012) has been previously shown to
exhibit anti-tumor, antifungal, and anti-bacterial activity. It
1s thought that AR-12 induces autophagy of cells harboring
intracellular microbes.

SUMMARY

Aspects described herein provide methods and composi-
tions for enhancing transungual penetration of AR-12.

One aspect provides methods of administering AR-12 to
a nail by administering a composition comprising AR-12
and a permeation enhancer to the nail 1n an amount sutlicient
to achieve an AR-12 concentration of at least about 0.02
ug/mg 1n the nail plate.

With respect to this aspect, the permeation enhancer 1s
selected from the group consisting of dexpanthenol and
polyethylene glycol 400. In a further aspect, the permeation
enhancer comprises dexpanthenol and polyethylene glycol
400.

Yet another aspect provides methods of administering
AR-12 to a nail by administering a composition comprising,
AR-12 and a permeation enhancer to a nail 1n an amount
suilicient to achieve a cumulative amount of AR-12 perme-
ated across the nail plate of at least about 3 pg/cm”.
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With respect to this aspect, the permeation enhancer 1s
selected from the group consisting of dexpanthenol and
polyethylene glycol 400. In a further aspect, the permeation

enhancer comprises dexpanthenol and polyethylene glycol
400.

Further aspects provide compositions comprising AR-12
and dexpanthenol. In one aspect the concentration of dex-
panthenol 1n the composition 1s at least about 5%.

Further aspects provide compositions comprising AR-12
and polyethylene glycol 400. In one aspect the concentration

of polyethylene glycol 400 in the composition 1s at least
about 5%.

Yet another aspect provides compositions comprising
AR-12, dexpanthenol, and polyethylene glycol 400.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The feature and nature of the present disclosure waill
become more apparent from the detailed description set
forth below when taken 1n conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings.

FIG. 1 shows the results of an exemplary study of the
amount of AR-12 accumulated in the nail plate after AR-12
and the indicated permeation enhancer or a control without
a permeation enhancer 1s administered to cadaver nails for
24 hours:; and

FIG. 2 shows the results of an exemplary study of the
cumulative amount of AR-12 permeated across the nail plate
alter AR-12 and the indicated permeation enhancer(s) and a
control without a permeation enhancer 1s administered to
cadaver nails after a one week period.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The disclosed methods, compositions, and devices below
may be described both generally as well as specifically. It
should be noted that when the description 1s specific to an
aspect, that aspect should 1n no way limit the scope of the
methods. All references cited herein are hereby incorporated
by reference 1n their entirety.

The term “nail” refers to the finger or toe nail of a
mammal and includes several parts including (1) the nail
plate (e.g., the visible part of the nail), (2) the nail bed (e.g.,
the skin under the nail plate, (3) the lunula (e.g., the crescent
shaped portion below the nail plate) and (4) the nail matrix
(from where the nail plate grows). The nail 1s highly
susceptible to fungal infection due to exposure to moisture
and environments where fungal infections can be acquired
(e.g., bathrooms, gyms, showers etc.). Trichophyton iniec-
tions of the nail can lead to discoloration and development
of brittle, thickened nails. In addition, the infection could
spread to other parts of the body with serious conse-
quences—especially for patients with other conditions such
as diabetes. In some cases, these infections can lead to
complications resulting in amputation. Improved treatments
for nail fungal infections are needed.

As used herein, “concentration” refers to a concentration
of a drug (e.g., AR-12) 1n the nail of the host. In one aspect,
the nail 1s infected with a fungus.

As used herein, the term “administer” or “administered”
refers to applying or prescribing an active imngredient to treat
a host or patient 1n need of treatment. The host can be a
mammal (e.g., humans, dogs, cats, horses, and cows).

Methods described herein provide for administering a
composition comprising AR-12 and a permeation enhancer
to the nail. The term “permeation enhancer” refers to a
chemical compound capable of improving the rate and
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extent of delivery of a drug to the site of treatment and time
the drug remains at the site of treatment. For example,
permeation enhancement of the drug can be measured by
measuring the amount of drug penetrated into and across the
tissue or the depth of penetration of drug into the tissue.

Permeation enhancers mclude CS20 (Polyoxyl 20 Ceto-
stearyl Ether), TPGS (vitamin E polyethylene glycol succi-
nate), Dexpanthenol, RH 35 (poly oxyl 35 castor o1l), RH 40
(polyoxyl 40 hydrogenated castor oil), PEG 400 (polyeth-
ylene glycol 400), Tocopherol (D-alpha-tocopherol polyeth-
ylene glycol 1000 succinate), HS135 (polyoxyl 15 hydrox-
ystearate), and Span 20 (sorbitan monolaurate).
Combinations of permeation enhancers may also be used to
turther enhance drug delivery (e.g., dexpanthenol and poly-
cthylene glycol). In one aspect, the concentration of perme-
ation enhancer 1n the compositions described herein 1s at
least about 5%. In another aspect, the concentration of
permeation enhancer in the compositions described herein 1s
about 0.05% to about 50%.

As described herein, human nail plates were used for the
screening ol penetration enhancers. Nail clippings were
placed 1n the 5% w/v drug solution prepared 1n ethanol with
or without enhancers for 24 hours (h). The nail plates were
washed five times with ethanol and water. Each nail clipping
was solubilized 1 2 ml of 1M sodium hydroxide solution by
subjecting on the shaker at 37° C. for 24 h. Then, 0.4 ml of
SM hydrochloric acid was added to neutralize the sodium
hydroxide solution. Drug was extracted by adding 2 ml of
cthyl acetate to the final neutral solution. The ethyl acetate
layer was collected and evaporated using nitrogen gas. The
residue of AR-12 was dissolved in ethanol prior to analysis.
Table 1 below summarizes the exemplary permeation
enhancers used and their percentage (w/v) to the drug in
cach sample.

TABLE 1
Name of enhancer Percentage
Control No enhancer
CS20 5% CS20
TPGS 5% TPGS
Dexpanthenol 5% dexpanthenol
RH 35 5% RH 35
RH 40 5% RH 40
PEG 400 5% PEG 400
Tocopherol 5% Tocopherol
HS 15 5% HS 15
Span 20 5% Span 20

As described herein, dexpanthenol and PEG-400 are
preferred enhancers for the trans-ungual delivery of AR-12
(FIG. 1). To further explore these results, 1n vitro perme-
ability studies across cadaver nail plate were performed.

The permeation study was performed in Franz diffusion
cells fitted with nail adapter. The finger nails (from all
fingers except the little finger) of human cadavers obtained
from ScienceCare were used for the transport studies. The
nail plates were cleaned with water, and nail plates of
400-450 micron thickness were selected and wvisually
ispected for presence of any cracks or pores. After mount-
ing on the diffusion cell, the donor as well as the receiver
compartments were filled with phosphate bufllered saline
(1:1 ethanol:PBS, pH 7.4) and allowed to equilibrate for 3
hours for complete hydration of the nail plate. The electrical
resistivity across the nail plate was measured prior to
removal of the butfler to check the intactness of the nail plate
aiter hydration.
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The permeation testing was performed using modified
Franz diffusion cell. The cell consisted of two compart-
ments: a (1) a donor compartment for placing the drug
solution/formulation and (2) a receiver compartment con-
taining the builer 1n which the drug difluses. A nail holder 1s
placed between the two compartments. The nail holder 1s
curved to accommodate the contour of nail plate and secures
the nail between the upper and lower part of the holder.

The donor compartment was filled with 500 microliters of
drug solution (50 mg/ml) prepared in ethyl alcohol. For the
control sample, no enhancer was incorporated. In the test
cells, the enhancer was incorporated (5% PEG or 5%
dexpanthenol or both). The donor compartment was covered
with parafilm to minimize the loss of solvent. The drug
solution was removed every 2 hours, the donor compartment
was washed two times with 500 microliters of alcohol, and
fresh drug solution (50 mg/ml) was placed 1n the donor
compartment. The receiver compartment was filled with
50% alcohol 1n PBS and it was continuously stirred at 600
rpm. The receiver compartment fluid was sampled at pre-
determined time points (e.g., 0, 12, 24, 36, 48, 60, 72, 84, 96,
108, 120, 132, 144, 156, 192, 204, 216 minutes) and the

amount of drug permeated across the nail plate was quan-
titated by high pressure liquid chromatography.

For this example, the amount of drug permeated 1n a one
week period across the nail plate 1n control was 658+306 ng.
The permeation flux was enhanced significantly by four fold

in case of dexpanthenol and about six fold in case of
PEG-400 (FIG. 2). Combination of the two enhancers did

not lead to synergistic effect indicating that both the enhanc-
ers could be working by similar mechanisms.

As used herein, the term AR-12, refers to, (C, H, ,F;N,O
and 2-amino-N-(4-(5-(phenanthren-2-y1)-3-(trifluorom-
cthyl)-1H-pyrazol-1-yl)phenyl)acetamide)), having the fol-
lowing structure:

HEN/V/ﬁ
NN ’
POaw
s Ve P
‘/\/\/
N N F

The term “AR-12" also includes, for example, analogs of
AR-12 (e.g., the compounds described in U.S. Pat. Nos.

7,576,116, 8,546,441, 8,541,460, 8,039,502, and 8,080,574
hereby incorporated by reference 1n their entirety).

AR-12 described herein can be topically applied with
respect to treating a nail fungus infection. Dosage forms
known to those of skill 1in the art are suitable for delivery of
AR-12 are described herein.

For example, AR-12 can be formulated into suitable
topical pharmaceutical preparations such as creams, gels, or
solutions. AR-12 can be formulated into pharmaceutical
compositions using techniques and procedures well known
in the art.

In one aspect, about 0.1 to 1000 mg, about 5 to about 100
mg, or about 10 to about 50 mg of the AR-12, or a
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physiologically acceptable salt or ester can be compounded
with a physiologically acceptable vehicle, carrier, excipient,
emollients, diluents, solvents, polymers for viscosity adjust-
ment, preservatives, stabilizer, etc., for use 1n a multiple use
container as called for by accepted pharmaceutical practice.
The amount of active substance 1n compositions or prepa-
rations comprising AR-12 1s such that a suitable dosage in
the range indicated 1s obtained.

In another aspect, the compositions can be formulated for
use 1 a multiple use container, each dosage containing from
about 1 to about 1000 mg, about 1 to about 500 mg, or about
10 to about 100 mg of the active ingredient. The term
“multiple use container” refers to a container that is capable
of dispensing multiple dosages for human subjects and other
mammals, each dosage contaiming a predetermined quantity
ol active matenial calculated to produce the desired thera-
peutic eflect, 1 association with a suitable pharmaceutical
excipient when used according to the directions. In another
aspect, a single-dose container can be used (e.g., patch).

In one aspect, one or more of AR-12 1s mixed with a
suitable pharmaceutically acceptable carrier to form com-
positions. Upon mixing or addition of the compound(s), the
resulting mixture may be a cream, gel, solution, suspension,
emulsion, nanoparticles or the like. Liposomal or niosomal
or any vesicular form suspensions may also be used as
pharmaceutically acceptable carriers. These may be pre-
pared according to methods known to those skilled in the art.
The form of the resulting mixture depends upon a number of
tactors, including the mtended mode of administration and
the solubility of the compound in the selected carrier or
vehicle. In one aspect, the eflective concentration 1s sufli-
cient for lessening or ameliorating at least one symptom of
the disease, disorder, or condition treated and may be
empirically determined.

Pharmaceutical carriers or vehicles suitable for adminis-
tration of AR-12 described herein include any such carriers
suitable for the particular mode of administration. In addi-
tion, the active materials can also be mixed with other active
materials that do not mmpair the desired action, or with
materials that supplement the desired action, or have another
action. The compounds may be formulated as the sole
pharmaceutically active ingredient in the composition or
may be combined with other active ingredients.

In another aspect, 11 AR-12 exhibits msuthlicient solubility,
methods for solubilizing may be used. Such methods are
known and 1nclude, but are not limited to, using co-solvents
such as dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO), buflers, using surfac-
tants such as TWEEN, and dissolution 1n aqueous sodium
bicarbonate. Derivatives of the compounds, such as salts or
prodrugs, may also be used in formulating eflective phar-
maceutical compositions.

The concentration of the compound 1s effective for deliv-
ery of an amount upon administration that lessens or ame-
liorates at least one symptom of the disorder for which the
compound 1s administered. Typically, the compositions are
formulated for single and multiple dosage administration.

In another aspect, AR-12 as described herein may be
prepared with carriers that protect them against rapid elimi-
nation from the body, such as sustain-release point formu-
lations or coatings. Such carriers include controlled release
formulations, such as, but not limited to, microencapsulated
delivery systems. The active compound can be included 1n
the pharmaceutically acceptable carrier in an amount sufli-
cient to exert a therapeutically useful effect 1n the absence of
undesirable side eflects on the patient treated. The therapeu-
tically eflective concentration may be determined empiri-
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cally by testing the compounds 1n known 1n vitro and 1n vivo
model systems for the treated disorder.

In another aspect, AR-12 and compositions described
herein can be enclosed 1n multiple or single dose containers.
The enclosed compounds and compositions can be provided
in kits, for example, including component parts that can be
assembled for use. For example, AR-12 1n lyophilized form
and a suitable diluent may be provided as separated com-
ponents for combination prior to use. A kit may include
AR-12 and a second therapeutic agent for co-administration.
AR-12 and second therapeutic agent may be provided as
separate component parts. A kit may include a plurality of
containers, each container holding one or more unit dose of
AR-12 described herein. In one aspect, the containers can be
adapted for the desired mode of administration, 1including,
but not limited to topical administration (e.g., patches,
medipads, gels, suspensions, creams, and the like.

The concentration of AR-12 1n the pharmaceutical com-
position will depend on absorption, inactivation, and excre-
tion rates of the active compound, the dosage schedule, and
amount administered as well as other factors known to those
of skill in the art.

In another aspect, the active ingredient may be adminis-

tered at once, or may be divided into a number of smaller
doses to be administered at intervals of time. It 1s understood
that the precise dosage and duration of treatment 1s a
function of the disease being treated and may be determined
empirically using known testing protocols or by extrapola-
tion from 1n vivo or 1n vitro test data. It 1s to be noted that
concentrations and dosage values may also vary with the
severity of the condition to be alleviated. It 1s to be further
understood that for any particular subject, specific dosage
regimens should be adjusted over time according to the
individual need and the professional judgment of the person
administering or supervising the admimstration of the com-
positions, and that the concentration ranges set forth herein
are exemplary only and are not intended to limit the scope
or practice of the claimed compositions.

The active materials can also be mixed with other active
materials that do not mmpair the desired action, or with
materials that supplement the desired action. AR-12 can be
used, for example, 1n combination with an antibiotic, anti-
fungal, pain reliever, or cosmetic.

In one aspect, solutions or suspensions used for topical
application can include any of the following components: a
diluent such as water for injection, saline solution, fixed o1l,
a naturally occurring vegetable o1l such as sesame oil,
coconut o1l, peanut oi1l, cottonseed oi1l, and the like, or a
synthetic fatty vehicle such as ethyl oleate, and the like,
alcohols, polyethylene glycol, glycerin, propylene glycol, or
other synthetic solvent; antimicrobial agents such as benzyl
alcohol and methyl parabens; antioxidants such as ascorbic
acid and sodium bisulfite; chelating agents such as ethyl-
enediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA); bullers such as acetates,
citrates, and phosphates; and agents for the adjustment of
tonicity such as sodium chloride and dextrose.

In another aspect, AR-12 may be prepared with carriers
that protect the compound against rapid elimination from the
body, such as time-release formulations or coatings. Such
carriers 1nclude controlled release formulations, such as, but
not limited to, implants and microencapsulated delivery
systems, and biodegradable, biocompatible polymers such
as collagen, ethylene vinyl acetate, polyanhydrides, polygly-
colic acid, polyorthoesters, polylactic acid, and the like.
Methods for preparation of such formulations are known to
those skilled 1n the art.
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The dosage forms can be administered to the patient 1, 2,
3, or 4 times daily. AR-12 as described herein can be
administered either three or fewer times, or even once or
twice daily.

The terms “‘therapeutically effective amount™ and “thera-
peutically effective period of time” are used to denote
treatments at dosages and for periods of time eflective to
reduce nail fungal growth at a suflicient dosage to attain a
Mimmum Inhibitory Concentration (MIC) of the com-
pounds from about 0.1 uM to about 20 uM. For localized
administration, much lower concentrations than this can be
ellective, and much higher concentrations may be tolerated.
One of skill in the art will appreciate that such therapeutic
cllect resulting 1n a lower eflective concentration of AR-12
may vary considerably depending on the tissue, organ, or the
particular animal or patient to be treated. It 1s also under-

stood that while a patient may be started at one dose, that
dose may be varied overtime as the patient’s condition
changes.

It should be apparent to one skilled in the art that the exact
dosage and frequency of admimstration will depend on the
particular compounds employed in the methods of the
disclosure administered, the particular condition being
treated, the severity of the condition being treated, the age,
weight, nail thickness, extent of hyperkeratinization, dys-
trophy, nail porosity, general physical condition of the
particular patient, and other medications the individual may
be taking.

Not every element described herein 1s required. Indeed, a
person of skill 1in the art will find numerous additional uses
of and variations to the methods described herein, which the
inventors intend to be limited only by the claims. All
references cited herein are incorporated by reference 1n their
entirety.
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What 1s claimed as new and desired to be protected by
Letters Patent of the United States 1s:

1. A method of administering AR-12 to a nail comprising
administering a composition comprising AR-12 and a per-
meation enhancer to a nail in an amount sufficient to achieve
an AR-12 concentration of at least about 0.02 ng/mg in the
nail plate.

2. The method of claam 1, wherein the permeation
enhancer 1s selected from the group consisting of dexpan-
thenol and polyethylene glycol 400.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the permeation
enhancer comprises dexpanthenol and polyethylene glycol
400.

4. A method of administering AR-12 to a nail comprising,
administering a composition comprising AR-12 and a per-
meation enhancer to a nail 1n an amount suflicient to achieve
a cumulative amount of AR-12 permeated across the nail
plate of at least about 3 pug/cm?2.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the permeation
enhancer 1s selected from the group consisting of dexpan-
thenol and polyethylene glycol 400.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the permeation
enhancer comprises dexpanthenol and polyethylene glycol
400.

7. A composition comprising AR-12 and dexpanthenol.

8. A composition comprising AR-12 polyethylene glycol
400.

9. A composition comprising AR-12 and dexpanthenol
and polyethylene glycol 400.

10. The composition of claim 7, wherein the concentra-
tion of dexpanthenol 1n the composition 1s about 5%.

11. The composition of claim 8, wherein the concentration
of polyethylene glycol 1n the composition 1s about 5%.

12. The composition of claim 9, wherein the concentra-
tion of each of dexpanthenol and polyethylene glycol 1n the

composition 1s about 5%.
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In the Specification

Column 1, Lines 3-8 replace the Government Support Clause with:

--This invention was made with government support under grant number CA094829 awarded by
the National Institutes of Health and grant number DAMD17-02-1-0117 awarded by the United
States Army Medical Research and Materiel Command. The government has certain rights in the
mvention.--

Signed and Sealed this
Thirteenth Day ot October, 2020

Andrei Iancu
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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