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1
VERTEBRAL BODY REPLACEMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of International Appli-

cation No. PCT/US2012/050218 filed Aug. 9, 2012. This
application claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S.
Provisional Application No. 61/521,704, which was filed on
Aug. 9, 2011. This application 1s also a Continuation-in-Part
application of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/661,206,
now pending, filed on Mar. 12, 2010, which claims the

benefit of priority to U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/159,792, filed Mar. 12, 2009 and U.S. Provisional Appli-

cation No. 61/260,375, filed Nov. 11, 2009. The contents of
U.S. Application Nos. 61/521,704, 12/661,206, 61/159,792
and 61/260,3°75 are incorporated by reference as part of this

application.

FIELD

The present invention relates generally to spinal implants.

BACKGROUND

The spine 1s formed of a column of vertebra that extends
between the cranium and pelvis. The three major sections of
the spine are known as the cervical, thoracic and lumbar
regions. There are 7 cervical vertebrae, 12 thoracic verte-
brae, and 35 lumbar vertebrae, with each of the 24 vertebrae
being separated from each other by an intervertebral disc. A
series of about 9 fused vertebrae extend from the lumbar
region of the spine and make up the pelvic region of the
vertebral column. These fused vertebrae consist of the sacral
and coccygeal region of the vertebral column.

The main functions of the spine are to provide skeletal
support and protect the spinal cord. Even slight disruptions
to either the intervertebral discs or vertebrae can result in
serious discomiort due to compression of nerve fibers either
within the spinal cord or extending from the spinal cord. IT
a disruption to the spine becomes severe enough, damage to
a nerve or part of the spinal cord may occur and can result
in partial to total loss of bodily functions (e.g. walking,
talking, and breathing). Therefore, 1t 1s of great interest and
concern to be able to both correct and prevent any ailments
of the spine.

Trauma to the spine (e.g. car accident, sports 1njury) can
cause Iracturing of one or more vertebrae. Certain diseases
aflecting the spine (e.g. tumors, osteoporosis) can cause
degeneration of the spine. Both trauma and degeneration
may result in severe disruption to the spine. In these cir-
cumstances, the complete removal of one or more vertebrae
may be required. If one or more vertebrae are removed, a
replacement support system must be implanted 1n order to
protect the spinal cord and maintain, or improve, the struc-
ture and integrity of the spine.

The present invention 1s directed at overcoming, or at
least improving upon, the disadvantages of the prior art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an exploded view of the vertebral body implant
assembly, according to one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of an alternative embodiment
of the vertebral body implant assembly;
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FIG. 2A 1s a cross section view of the vertebral body
implant assembly of FIG. 2 taken along lines 2-2 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 3 15 an exploded view of an alternative embodiment
of the core expanding body forming part of the implant
assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 15 an exploded view of an alternative embodiment
of the core expanding body forming part of the implant
assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 15 a perspective view of the core expanding body
forming part of the implant assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. SA 1s a cross section view of the core expanding
body of FIG. 5 taken along lines 35-5 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of the outer core forming part
of the implant assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of an alternative embodiment
of the outer core forming part of the implant assembly of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 15 a perspective view of an alternative embodiment
of the outer core forming part of the implant assembly of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view of the inner core forming part
of the implant assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 10 1s a perspective view of an alternative embodi-
ment of the 1nner core forming part of the implant assembly
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 11 1s a perspective view of an alternative embodi-
ment of the inner core forming part of the implant assembly
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 12 1s a perspective view of the adjustment ring
forming part of the implant assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 12A 1s a cross section view of the adjustment ring of
FIG. 12 taken along lines 12-12 of FIG. 12;

FIG. 13 1s a top view of the endplate forming part of the
implant assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 14 1s a top view of an alternative embodiment of the
endplate forming part of the implant assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 15 1s a perspective view of the bottom of the endplate
of FIG. 13;

FIG. 16 1s a side view of the endplate of FIG. 13;

FIG. 17 1s a perspective view of one example of a
combined insertion and expansion, according to one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 18 1s a perspective view of the expanding tool of
FI1G. 17 with the outer cover removed;

FIG. 19 1s a side view of the adjustment region of the
expanding tool of FIG. 17;

FIG. 20 1s an exploded view of the large bezel forming
part of the expanding tool of FIG. 17;

FIG. 21 1s a cross section view of adjustment region taken
along line 18-18 of FIG. 18;

FIG. 22 1s a cross section view of the distal handle taken
along line 18-18 of FIG. 18;

FIG. 23 15 a cross section view of the proximal engage-
ment region taken along line 18-18 of FIG. 18;

FIG. 24 1s a perspective view of the proximal engagement
region with the outer cover and elongated first shaft
removed;

FIG. 25 15 a side view of the outer cover forming part of
the expanding tool of FIG. 17;

FIG. 26 1s an exploded view of an alternative embodiment
of the expanding tool;

FIG. 27 1s a perspective view of the expanding tool of
FIG. 26;

FIG. 28A-28D 1s a series of side views of the implant
assembly of FI1G. 1 engaged with the expanding tool of FIG.
17 and the process of implanting the expandable vertebral
body between a first vertebra and second vertebra.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[lustrative embodiments of the invention are described
below. In the interest of clarity, not all features of an actual
implementation are described 1n this specification. It will of
course be appreciated that 1in the development of any such
actual embodiment, numerous i1mplementation-specific
decisions must be made to achieve the developers” specific
goals, such as a compliance with system-related and busi-
ness-related constraints, which will vary from one imple-
mentation to another. Moreover, 1t will be appreciated that
such a development effort might be complex and time-
consuming, but would nevertheless be a routine undertaking
tor those of ordmary skill 1n the art having the benefit of this
disclosure. The expandable vertebral body replacement dis-
closed herein boasts a variety of inventive features and
components that warrant patent protection, both individually
and 1 combination.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of an expandable vertebral
body replacement implant assembly 10 according to a first
embodiment. The vertebral body replacement implant
assembly 10 includes endplates 11 fixed at the superior and
inferior ends of an expanding core body 12 wherein the
expandable implant can be customized to accommodate
various needs by attaching one from a selection of different
endplates. The customization of the expandable core can be
done 1n situ or moments before implantation of the expand-
able vertebral body replacement, which gives the benefit of
customizing the implant based on expected and unexpected
circumstances and conditions of the surrounding vertebral
bodies.

The expanding core body 12 includes an adjustment ring
13, an outer core 14, an 1inner core 15, one or more guide pins
20, and one or more set screws 16. As will be explained 1n
greater detail below, the vertebral body replacement implant
assembly 10 of the present invention may be mserted into a
space left by the removal of at least part of one or more
vertebra in order to maintain a desired spacing between the
remaining vertebrae and to stabilize the aflected spinal
segments. To do so, the vertebral body replacement implant
assembly 10 1s placed, preferably 1n a collapsed state, in the
space between the remaining superior and inferior vertebral
bodies. Rotation of the adjustment ring 13, which 1s fixed at
one end of the outer core 14 of the core expanding body 12,
results 1n the expansion of the core expanding body 12 due
to the outer core 14 and 1nner core 15 moving 1n opposite
directions along their central axis. Expansion of the core
expanding body 12 may be continued until the desired
spacing between the vertebral bodies 1s achieved. Once the
desired spacing 1s reached, a set screw 16 1n the wall of the
outer core 14 1s engaged into the exterior threads 31 or
non-threaded area 49 of the imner core 135 to secure the
expanded position of the vertebral body implant assembly
10 and prevent further height alterations of the vertebral
body implant assembly 10.

FIGS. 2 and 2A show an alternative embodiment of the
vertebral body replacement implant assembly 10. FIG. 2A 1s
a cutaway view with the adjustment ring 13 removed for
greater detail of the first end 39 of the outer core 15 and the
inner core 14. FIGS. 3 and 4 show exploded views of
alternative embodiments of the core expanding body 12. All
of the displayed configurations, shown as examples only,
may be used without departing from the scope of the
invention.

Referring to FIGS. 2-8, the outer core 14 includes
indented slots 23, an opening 24, a first end 39, a second end
41, a plurality of flanges 25 with a distal step 26 forming a
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groove 44, a set screw opening 35, and a specially sized
aperture 88. Indented slots 23 on the exterior wall of the
outer core 14 allow for the anti-rotational attachment of the
expanding tool, described below. The openings 24 1n the
wall of the outer core 14 allow the transport of blood and
nutrients through the core expanding body 12 once
implanted, which assists 1n new bone growth between the
remaining vertebra. Larger openings 24 1n the side of the
outer core 14 allow the placement of additional bone growth
promoting material to be added once the vertebral body
implant assembly 10 has been positioned in the body and
expanded to a desired height. A plurality of tlanges 25 with
a distal step 26 extend from the first end 39 of the outer core
14 and function to secure the attachment of the adjustment
ring 13 to the first end 39.

As seen 1n FIG. 5, the outer core 14 may have a specially
s1ized aperture 88 directly adjacent to the set screw opening
35 that allows for the insertion of the expanding tool 200,
described below. The outer core 14, shown by way of
examples 1n FIGS. 6 and 8, may include a second end slot
4’7 and second end groove 46 which allow similarly config-
ured endplates 11 to slide on to the outer core 12 and hold
the endplate 11 1n place. The connection may be augmented
through the use of a endplate attachment screw 90 placed
through the endplate hole 62 and 1n the screw slot tlange 68
through to base threaded hole 45 on the second end 41 of the
outer core 14.

By way of example in the embodiment as seen 1n FIG. 7,
the outer core 14 may have base threaded holes 45 encircling
a central aperture at the second end 41 defining a generally
sinusoidal or flower-shaped perimeter of the attachment
portion. The base threaded holes 45 allow for an endplate 11
to be placed 1n different rotational positions that provides for
additional customization. Though no set configuration or
number of base threaded holes 45 1s needed to fall within the
scope of the invention, 1n the 1llustrated embodiment there
are 12 threaded holes 435 to allow for attachment of the
endplate 11 at 12 different angles relative to the expandable
core body 12. It 1s contemplated that the attachment portion
of the outer core and corresponding recess 1n the endplate 11
may be any configuration that allows for placement of the
endplate 11 at one of a plurality of angles relative to the outer
core 14. The mner surface of the outer core 14 1s generally
round with 1 or more flat sides. The flat surface contains the
set screw opening 35 1n which the set screw 16 1s placed and
tightened to assist in locking the mner core 15 1n place.

The indented slots 23, best seen 1n FIG. 5, serve to allow
secure connection between the core expandmg body 12 and
the expanding tool 200. The indented slots 23 are placed on
the outer core 14 without disrupting the functioming of the
adjustment ring 13 or the mner core 15, and may be provided
in any number of suitable shapes or dimensions without
departing for the scope of the invention.

The largest diameter of the outer core 14 1s preferably
dimensioned to be generally in the range of 12 mm to 22
mm, respectively. The height of the outer core 14 1s prei-
erably dimensioned to be generally 1n the range of 14 mm to
68 mm. The height of the expandable core body assembly 12
(1.e. endplates not included 1in the height measurement) 1s
preferably dimensioned to be generally in the range of 15
mm to 121 mm.

The adjustment ring 13, shown by way of example 1n
FIGS. 5 and 6 includes external features 21, internal threads
17, and an annular under-step 18 forming a groove 19. When
assembled, the annular under-step 18 of adjustment ring 13
engages 1n the groove 41 of the core expanding body 12 and
the distal step 26 engages in the groove 19 of the adjustment
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ring 13, longitudinally fixing the adjustment ring 13 and core
expanding body 12 together while permitting rotational
movement therebetween. External features 21 on the adjust-
ment ring 13 are configured to engage a combination
inserter/expansion tool which may be operated to rotate
adjustment ring 13 to expand core expanding body 12. The
internal threads 17 of the adjustment ring 13 engage with the
external threads 31 of the imner core 15 so that as the
adjustment ring 13 rotates, 1t acts as a nut and forces the
linear translation of the mner core 15 along 1ts central axis.
The longitudinal fixation of the outer core 14 to the adjust-
ment ring 13 ensures the relative displacement of the inner
core 15 to the outer core 14 as the adjustment ring 13 rotates.
The diameter of the adjustment ring 13 1s preferably dimen-
sioned generally 1n the range of 12 mm to 22 mm. The height
of the adjustment ring 13 1s preferably dimensioned to be
generally 1n the range of 5 mm to 10 mm.

The 1mnner core 15, 1llustrated in FIGS. 9-11, 1s composed
of a first end 40 and a generally elongated body 51 extending
from the first end 40, and with at least one generally helical
exterior thread 31. One or more guide tracks 19 ingrained
into the exterior wall of the body 31 run parallel to the
central axis of the body 51. The guide track 19 receives
guide pins 20 which extend through the outer core 14. A
guide pin 20 travels along a guide track 19, rotationally
fixing mner core 15 to outer core 14, while permitting
longitudinal movement therebetween. A guide pin 20 may
have threaded features that allow 1t to screw into threaded
holes 1n the wall of the outer core. The rotational fixation
between the 1nner core 15 to outer core 14 ensures that the
iner core 15 and outer core 14 (and the vertebrae engaging
endplates 11) remain 1n the desired orientation as the ver-
tebral body implant assembly 10 1s adjusted, and for the
duration that 1t 1s implanted. A central lumen 27 through the
inner core 15 enables additional bone growth promoting
material to be placed within the expanding core body 12, and
ultimately to allow new bone to form uninterrupted through
the entire central axis of the vertebral body replacement
implant assembly 10. The central lumen 27 may be generally
cylindrical in shape (having a generally circular cross-
section) or 1n the alternative may have a cross section having
any geometric shape without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

The mnner core 15 may also contain a flat, non-threaded
area 49 running some distance vertically along the outer
surface. The non-threaded area 49 1s designed to {it next to
the inner tlat surface of the outer core 14. The inner core 15
can be locked 1n place via the friction created when the set
screw 16 1s tightened into the non-threaded area 49.

The first end 40 of the mnner core 15 may have a number
of different configurations 1in which attachment to the end-
plate 11 1s possible. As shown 1 FIG. 10, the first end 40
may consist of encircling threaded holes 48—with the same
features as described above for the exemplary configuration
ol second end 41 on the outer core 14. The threaded holes
48 allow for secure attachment through the use of an
endplate attachment screw 90 to attach the inner core 15 to
the endplate 11 configured to accept a screw. This arrange-
ment allows for rotational customization of the endplate
prior to msertion into the patient.

An alternative embodiment for the first end 40 of the inner
core 15 includes a side flange 70 and groove 71 best seen 1n
FIG. 9. The side flanges 70 and groove 71 are specifically
designed to fit with a variation of endplate 11 (as shown, for
example, 1n FIG. 15) with matching endplate flanges 69 and
endplate grooves 67 by sliding the endplate 11 along the
surface of the first end 40 so the flanges on each piece rest
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within the grooves of the other. While shown 1n FIG. 15 with
the attachment feature of the endplate 11 configured for
isertion of the engagement feature on the inner core 15
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the endplate, it 1s also
contemplated that the attachment feature of the endplate
may be configured for insertion of the inner core at an angle
oblique to the longitudinal axis. Both the first end 40 and the
endplate 11 may contain a hole for the insertion of an
endplate attachment screw 90 to lock the endplate 11 1n
place. This screw connection feature may be accomplished
in similar ways without departing from the scope of the
patent. The perimeter shape of the first end 40 may be
provided in any number of suitable shapes or dimensions
without departing from the scope of the mnvention, provided
that the perimeter shape corresponds to the perimeter shape
of the attachment features of the endplate 11.

The endplate attachment features discussed above allow
for the unique ability to customize the core expanding body
12 with various endplate 11 configurations. The ability to
customize the core expanding body 12 may provide numer-
ous advantages. By way of example, the customizable core
expanding body 12 can be used 1n a variety of surgical
approaches (e.g. anterior, anterior-lateral, lateral, posterior
or posterior-lateral). By way of further example, the cus-
tomizable core expanding body 12 can be placed 1n a variety
of positions along the spine, and the customizable core
expanding body 12 can be made compatible with a variety
of conditions of the surrounding vertebral bodies (e.g. partial
removal of vertebral body).

The vertebral body mmplant assembly 10 1s preferably
composed of either metal (e.g. titantum, stainless steel, etc.)
or polymer (e.g. poly-ether-ether-ketone (PEEK)). When the
implant assembly 1s made out of a polymer, one or more
marker rods 61 are preferably composed of a radiopaque
material (e.g. titanium) and are positioned within the verte-
bral body implant assembly 10 so that the positioning of the
vertebral body implant assembly 10 can be visible upon
X-ray imaging. This visual indication may be obtained either
post-operatively or intra-operatively to confirm placement
of the vertebral body implant assembly 10. Additionally, 1n
patients where one or more vertebral bodies have been
removed due to diseases, such as tumors, and an vertebral
body implant assembly 10 has been implanted between the
remaining vertebral bodies, 1t 1s beneficial during post-
operative X-ray imaging to be able to see through the implant
in order to detect any reoccurrence of the disease.

FIGS. 13-14 illustrate the second surface 34 of the end-
plate 11 which includes one or more liner ridges 60, the
center hole 62, an anterior side 64, a posterior side 66, lateral
sides 65, a screw slot 63, a screw slot flange 68, one or more
windows 30, and one or more marker rods 61. When
implanted, the second surface 34 1s configured to be posi-
tioned against the adjacent vertebral body with the anterior
side 64 positioned generally towards the anterior side of the
adjacent vertebral body. The generally larger radii corners at
the ends of the anterior side 64 are configured to generally
conform to the natural shape of the anterior portion of a
vertebral body. In the exemplary embodiment shown, for
example, 1n FIG. 14, the endplate 11 1s configured for a
preferred use through a lateral approach to the spine, and
preferably when endplate coverage 1s desired to span across
the ring apophysis of the vertebra. The distance between the
two lateral sides 65 has a length dimensioned to extend
generally across the space from the apophyseal ring at one
lateral aspect of the spine to the apophyseal ring at the other
lateral aspect of the spine. This allows the endplate 11 to
provide more support and distribute the weight more evenly
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throughout the adjacent vertebral body, which lessens stress
and potential damage to the adjacent vertebral body. The
ridges 60, provide additional placement stabilization and are
shown 1n this embodiment to be generally parallel to the
lateral sides 65. The ridges 60 may also travel parallel to or
in angled directions from the anterior or posterior side 64,
66, without departing from the scope of the invention. While
the ridges 60 are shown as linear, 1t will be appreciated that
the ridges 60 may be non-linear without departing from the
scope of the present invention. The travel of the ndge 60 1s
generally along the entire length of the lateral side 65, but 1t
may only travel a portion of the lateral side 65, or any side,
without departing from the scope of the invention, and
therefore 1s not limited to the length of travel that the ndge
60 makes along the second surface 34 of the endplate 11.

The endplate attachment screw 90, best seen 1 FIG. 1,
provides a locking mechanism for attachment of the end-
plate 11 to the mmner core 15. As discussed above, the first
end 40 of the inner core 15 and the second end XX of the
outer core 14 may consist of diflerent configurations to
attach the endplate 11 such as, by way of example, a sliding
flange and groove method and a variable screw placement
method. The screw slot 63 allows for the mnsertion of an
endplate attachment screw 90 to connect the endplate 11 to
the mner core 15. The endplate attachment screw 90 can
hold the endplate to the inner core 15 by means of the screw
slot flange 68 within the screw slot 63.

In addition to the endplates shown, there are many other
shapes and sizes that can be alternative embodiments of the
present nvention. According to the embodiments of the
present invention, it 1s contemplated that the endplates 11
may be generally oval or rectangular in shape (as shown in
FIGS. 13-14) meaning they have a length dimension longer
than a width dimension. Alternatively, the endplates 11 may
be circular 1n shape. By way of example only, the diflerent
directions of travel of the rnndges 60 on the second surface 34
cater to different spinal procedures, particularly pertaining to
the direction of implant insertion. Also, an asymmetrical
shape of endplate 11 1s possible. This type of endplate 1s
configured for a preferred use through a lateral approach,
and generally under the circumstance where a partial
removal of the adjacent vertebral body has been performed
and endplate coverage 1s to be biased in one direction
relative to the core expanding body 12. The width of an
endplate 1s defined as the distance between the anterior side
and posterior side of an endplate. Therefore, 1n one particu-
lar embodiment, the width of endplate 11 1s preferably
dimensioned generally 1n the range o1 12-22 mm. The length
of an endplate 1s defined as the distance between the
opposing lateral sides of an endplate. Therefore, 1n one
particular embodiment, the length of endplate 11 1s prefer-
ably dimensioned generally in the range of 15-60 mm. The
variable lengths of the sides of endplate 11 make the core
expanding body 12 even more customizable and enable the
vertebral body replacement implant assembly 10 to maxi-
mize the surface area contact between the endplates 11 and
the adjacent vertebral body, resulting 1n the ability to provide
the most stable support.

The endplate 11 may also have a variety of shapes of the
first and or second surfaces. For example, second surface 34
may be generally planar or the second surface 34 may be
convexly curved to complement the contoured surface of a
vertebral body endplate. According to another embodiment,
the endplate 11 may be provided with one of a variety of
angles between the first surface 33 and second surface 34 of
endplate 11. FIG. 16 demonstrates an exemplary embodi-
ment of an angled endplate 94. The angle 97 that will be
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described for endplate 94 1s available 1n any of the previ-
ously described endplates and 1s therefore not limited to only
endplate 94. By way of example only, the angle 97 of the
endplate 94 1s preferably dimensioned generally 1n the range
of —-4-15 degrees and functions to improve the natural
curvature of the spine when implanted. The preferred direc-
tion of the angle 97 formed between the first surface 33 and
second surface 34 lies generally in a plane that i1s either
along or parallel to a ridge 60, which 1n this example also
happens to be parallel to the lateral sides 96. This configu-
ration 1s mntended to accompany specific procedures and
directions that the endplate 94 will be implanted relative to
adjacent vertebral bodies. Additionally, the angle 97 that 1s
formed between the first surface 33 and second surface 34
may benefit the maintenance or correction of, for example,
either the lordotic or kyphotic curvature of the spine,
depending on the direction of angulation. By way of
example only, if the distance between the first surface 33 and
second surface 34 i1s greater at the anterior side 95 than the
posterior side 98 of the endplate 94, then 1t can be assumed
that the endplate 94 1s configured to have the preferred use
to correct or maintain lordosis.

One or more windows 30 provide for the insertion of bone
growth material, blood and nutrient access throughout the
area, and new bone growth to form around the implant.
Windows 30 can be of various shapes and sizes, and placed
in different configurations on the second surface 34 1n
conjunction with the ridges 60 without departing from the
scope of the present invention. At least one marker rod 61 1s
press it into the second side 34 of the endplate 11. The shape
of the marker rod 61 1s generally conical. The formation of
the marker rods 46 are shown by example to be positioned
in a rectangular formation, but can be positioned in other
configurations without departing from the scope of the
present 1nvention.

Although described with respect to specific examples of
the different embodiments, any feature of the endplates
disclosed herein by way of example only may be applied to
any of the embodiments without departing from the scope of
the present mvention. Furthermore, procedures described,
for example only, mvolving specific regions of the spine
(e.g. thoracic and lumbar) may be applied to another region
of the spine without departing from the scope of the present
invention and dimensioning of the implant may be adjusted
to accommodate any region.

FIGS. 17-27 1llustrate examples of an expanding tool 200
for use with the vertebral body replacement implant assem-
bly 10 described above. By way of example only, the
expanding tool 200 includes distal handle 201, outer cover
204, a proximal engagement region 202, adjustment region
203, and an elongated first shait 144. The proximal engage-
ment region 202, best viewed 1n FIG. 23, includes a plurality
of engagement arms 166, pusher arm 120 with pusher arm
tip 161, locking pins 127, pushing spacer 160, extension
piece 117 with engagement lip 18, one or more springs 125,
slot pins 121, blocker bar 126, outer cover slots 122, and
lower cover 156. The adjustment region 203 includes large
bezel 140, stopper rings 141, one or more holding rings 142,
and a spur gear 142.

The outer cover 204 has a number of features that allow
it to securely intertace with vertebral body implant assembly
10, and specifically, the outer core 14. The outer cover 204
consists of engagement arms 116 that are sized and dimen-
sioned to securely slide 1nto the indented slots 23 and secure
the anti-rotation of the vertebral body implant assembly 10.
The fitting block 119 1s s1zed and dimensioned to fit securely
within the specially sized hole 88 1n the outer core 14. As
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best seen 1n FIG. 22, the distal handle 201 1s connected to the
clongated first shait 110 such that the elongated first shatt
110 will rotate 1n conjunction with the rotation of the distal
handle 201 due to the sleeve 211 and securing pin 212. The
outer cover 204 1s connected to the distal handle 201 by the
holding ring 142 that allows for the outer cover 204 to
remain non-rotational. The second shaft 144 will also not
rotate with the rotation of the distal handle because the

second shaft 144 1s connected to the outer cover 204 (best
seen 1 FIGS. 19 and 22).
The large bezel 140, best seen 1n FIGS. 19-21, 1s held in

place by one or more stopping rings 141 and one or more
holding rings 142. A geared track 145 with teeth features 146
1s 1nside of the large bezel 140 1n which the spur gear 142
sits. The spur gear teeth 147 interact with the teeth features
146 on the geared track 145 so that when the large bezel 140
1s rotated, the spur gear rotates in the opposite direction.
Inner threads on the inside of the spur gear 142 match the
threaded features 151 on the second shait 144. As the spur
gear 142 rotates via the rotation of the large bezel 140, the
inner threads interact with the threaded features 151 to
transier the rotational motion to axially motion and push the
second shait 144 horizontally parallel to the outer cover 204.
The spur gear 142 1s kept 1n place by the stopper rings 141.
The second shait 144 is held in place by the outer cover 204
and the lower cover 156. FIG. 19 shows adjustment region
203 with the large bezel 140 so that the inner workings can
be appreciated.

As show 1n FIG. 23, the chietf mechanisms for interface
with the vertebral body implant assembly 10 are in the
proximal engagement region 202. The second shaft 144 1s
connected to the pushing spacer 160 by a locking pin 127.
The pushing spacer 160 1s connected to the pusher arm 120
by another locking pin 127 that allows for horizontal move-
ment of the pusher arm 120 when the pushing spacer 160 1s
moved closer to the engagement arms 116. The spring 125
flexes so that the extension piece 117 will not move with the
pusher arm 120. The blocker bar 126 prevents the pusher
arm 120 and extension piece 117 from moving vertically. As
the pusher arm 120 moves, the slot pins 121, specially
designed to fit within the outer cover slots 122 (best seen 1n
FIG. 25), force the pusher arm 120 vertically upward
because the slot pins 121 are traveling a prescribed path set
by the outer cover slots 122. The pusher arm tip 161, at the
end of the pusher arm, acts on the extension piece 117
forcing 1t upward.

The extension piece 117 can be engaged when the outer
cover 204 1s 1n place with the engagement arms 116 securely
in the indented slots 23 and the fitting block 119 resting 1n
the specially sized hole 88. As described above, the rotation
of the large bezel 140 pushes the extension piece 117
vertically upward where it can lock ito the inside of the
outer core 14 by the engagement lip 118. The engagement lip
118 ensures the outer core 14 will not move away from the
expanding tool 200 when the expanding tool 200 1s pushed
up against the outer core 14 1n order to rotate the adjustment
ring 13. The shait end 130 sits 1nside the set screw opening
35 when the expanding tool 200 1s properly connected to the
vertebral body assembly 10. The shaft end 130 includes
adjustment features 131 that are sized and dimensioned to
interact with external features 21 of the adjustment ring 13.
The rotation of the distal handle 201 simultaneously rotates
the elongated first shaft 110 and the shaft end 130 whereby
the adjustment features 131 interact with the external fea-
tures 21 so that the adjustment ring 13 rotates increasing or
decreasing the distance between the endplates 11.
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FIGS. 26 and 27 show an alternative embodiment of the
expanding tool 200. The expanding tool 200 consists of a
distal handle, outer cover 204, elongated first shaft 110, first
shaft cover 209, second shaft 144, lover case cover 156,
rotational gear 149, stopper rings 141, extension piece 117,
and pusher arm 120. The outer cover 204 1includes a similar
embodiment of the fitting block 119, discussed above,
whereupon the fitting block 119 fits securely 1n the specially
s1zed hole 88. The shaft end 130 of the elongated first shaift
110 rests 1n the set screw opening 35. When the distal handle
201 1s rotated, the adjustment features 131 engage with the
external features 21 of the adjustment ring 13. The adjust-
ment ring 13 then rotates changing the distance between the
endplates 11. This embodiment of the expanding tool 200
contains no mechanism to secure the vertebral body implant
assembly 10 to the expanding tool 200.

FIGS. 28 A-28D illustrates one example of a preferred use
of a vertebral body implant assembly 10 and the expanding
tool 200. FIG. 27A shows an anterior view of a portion of a
spine, which includes a superior vertebra, a medial vertebra
and an inferior vertebra which are shown labeled as V1, V2,
and V3 respectively. In FIG. 27B, the medial vertebra has
been removed so that there 1s now a large space between the
superior and inferior vertebral bodies. In the following
figure, FIG. 27C, endplates 11 have been chosen that are
preferred for being positioned against the surfaces of the
superior and inferior vertebral bodies. These selected end-
plates 11 are shown being attached to the inner core 15 and
outer core 14 of the core expanding body 12. The expanding
tool 200 can then interface with the indented slots 23 of the
outer core 14 by turning the distal handle 201. Once the core
expanding body 12 1s positioned between the engagement
arms 116 and the shait end 130 1s 1n the set screw opening
35, the large bezel 140 1s rotated to that the engagement lip
118 grasps the inside of the outer core 14 so that the core
expanding body will not move when the distal handle 201 1s
rotated to change the axial distance between the endplates
11.

By way of example only, FIG. 27C illustrates the vertebral
body implant assembly 10 being mserted in 1ts collapsed
state from a lateral direction into the space remaining
between the superior and inferior vertebral bodies using the
expanding tool 200. While shown 1inserting from a lateral
direction, the implant may also be inserted from an anterior
approach, an anterior-lateral approach, a posterior approach
or a posterior-lateral approach. To accommodate 1nsertion
from various approaches, the endplates 11 are coupled to the
expandable body 12 1n a position relative to the transverse
axis ol the expandable body 12 to facilitate the chosen
approach. The height of the vertebral body implant assembly
10 1s then increased by rotating the distal handle 201 which
causes the adjustment ring 13 to rotate, as described above.
Since the vertebral body implant assembly 10 1s secured
between the engagement arms 116, the adjustment features
131 of the shaft end 130 can engage the external features 21
of the adjustment ring 13 so that when the distal handle 201
and the elongated first shaft 144 rotate, the adjustment ring
13 rotates in concert. As detailed above, rotation of the
adjustment ring 13 causes expansion of the vertebral body
implant assembly 10, as shown 1n FIG. 27D. The vertebral
body mmplant assembly 10 1s expanded until its desired
height has been achieved. It 1s also possible to rotate the
distal handle 201 1n the opposite direction 1n order to cause
the vertebral body implant assembly 10 to decrease in
height. Once the desired height has been achieved, the large
bezel 140 1s rotated 1n the direction to cause the retraction of
the second shaft 144 and thereby the lowering of the
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extension piece 117 and engagement tip 118 to release the
vertebral body implant assembly 10. The expanding tool 200
1s then separated from the vertebral body implant assembly
10 so that at least one set screw 16 from the outer core 14
can be engaged into the outer wall of the inner core 15 1n
order to secure the expanded height of the vertebral body
implant assembly 10. Additional bone growth promoting
material can then be added to the vertebral body implant
assembly 10 before 1t 1s left to remain implanted between the
first and second vertebrae.

While not specifically described above, it will be under-
stood that various other steps may be performed in using and
implanting the devices disclosed herein, including but not
limited to creating an incision 1n a patient’s skin, distracting
and retracting tissue to establish an operative corridor to the
surgical target site, advancing the implant through the opera-
tive corridor to the surgical target site, removing nstrumen-
tation from the operative corridor upon insertion of the
implant, and closing the surgical wound.

While this invention has been described in terms of a best
mode for achieving this invention’s objectives, it will be
appreciated by those skilled 1n the art that varnations may be
accomplished 1n view of these teachings without deviating
from the spirit or scope of the invention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An mmplant for providing support between a first
vertebra and a second vertebra 1n a space remaining after the
removal of at least part of one vertebra, comprising;:

an expandable body having an outermost surface, an inner
core with a helical exterior thread, a transverse axis and
a longitudinal axis, and a length extending along the
longitudinal axis from a first end to a second end, the
expandable body including a ring member with an
external surface co-planar with the outermost surface of
the expandable body, rotatable about the longitudinal
axis of the expandable body to adjust the length
between the first end and the second end, a first
endplate attachment feature at the first end, and a
second endplate attachment feature at the second end;

a first endplate having a first surface and an opposing
second surface, said first endplate coupled to the
expandable body via a first complementary attachment
feature, on the first surface that mates with the first
endplate attachment feature of the first end of the
expandable body,

a second endplate having a first surface and an opposing
second surface, said second endplate coupled to the
expandable body via a second complementary attach-
ment feature on the first surface that mates with the
second endplate attachment feature of the second end
of the expandable body;

wherein said first endplate and said second endplate are
freely and independently rotatable relative to the lon-
gitudinal axis;

wherein said first endplate attachment feature and said
second endplate attachment feature each comprise a
ring of threaded holes defining a perimeter, said perim-
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cter generally sinusoidal or flower-shaped and encir-
cling a central aperture; and

wherein said first endplate attachment feature 1s integrally

formed on a first end of the inner core.

2. The implant of claim 1, wherein said second surface of
said first endplate and said second surface of said second
endplate are convexly curved.

3. The implant of claim 1, wherein said first surface of the
first endplate and said second surface of the first endplate are
parallel to each other.

4. The implant of claim 1, wherein said first surface of
said first endplate and said second surface of said first
endplate form an angle relative to each other.

5. The implant of claim 3, wherein said first surface of the
second endplate and said second surface of the second
endplate are parallel to each other.

6. The implant of claim 3, wherein said first surface of the
second endplate and said second surface of the second
endplate form an angle relative to each other.

7. The implant of claim 4, wherein said first surface of the
second endplate and said second surface of the second
endplate form an angle relative to each other.

8. The implant of claim 4, wherein the angle ranges from
—-4° to 7°.

9. The implant of claim 1, wherein said first endplate and
said second endplate have a length dimension greater than a
width dimension.

10. The implant of claim 1, wherein said first endplate and
said second endplate are circular.

11. The implant of claim 9, wherein said first endplate and
said second endplate are dimensioned to span from one
lateral aspect of a vertebral body endplate to another lateral
aspect of the vertebral body endplate.

12. The implant of claim 1, wherein said expandable body
further comprises an outer core, wherein said ring member
1s coupled to the mmmner core and the outer core such that
rotation of the ring member causes the inner core to translate
relative to the outer core and increases the length between
said first end and said second end of the expandable body.

13. The implant of claim 1, wherein said expandable body
and said first and second endplates include a fusion aperture
extending therethrough.

14. The implant of claim 6, wherein the angle ranges from
-4° to 7°.

15. The implant of claim 7, wherein the angle ranges from
—-4° to 7°.

16. The implant of claim 9, wherein the length 1s 60 mm.

17. The implant of claim 16, wherein the width 1s 22 mm.

18. The implant of claim 9, wherein the length 1s 60 mm.

19. The implant of claim 16, wherein the width 1s 22 mm.

20. The mmplant of claim 1, wherein each of first and
second endplate attachment features comprises a ring of
twelve threaded holes.
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