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(57) ABSTRACT

A negative pressure wound therapy apparatus can include a
wound dressing, a fluid collection container, a vacuum pump
comprising a pump motor, and tubing. Additionally, the
apparatus can include a pressure sensor that measures a
pressure 1n the tubing. One or more tubes can channel a fluid
between the wound dressing, the fluid collection canister,
and the pump. In addition, first and second control circuits
can be provided for controlling the pump motor without
using a processor. The first control circuit can generate a
difference signal between a desired pressure mput and a
pressure sensor iput, and can further generate a motor
control signal responsive to the diflerence signal. Moreover,
a second control circuit can provide an override signal based
at least 1n part on the difference signal and at least one
reference signal. The override signal beneficially overrides
the motor control signal to prevent the pump motor from
stalling.
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CONTROL CIRCUIT AND METHOD FOR
NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND
TREATMENT APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/665,397, filed on Oct. 31, 2012, which 1s a
division of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/445,043, filed
on Apr. 9, 2009, and 1ssued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,308,714 on
Nov. 13, 2012, which 1s a U.S. National Phase of PCT
International Application No. PCT/US2007/0217790, filed on
Oct. 12, 20077, which claims priority to a U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 60/851,663, filed on Oct. 13, 2006.
The disclosures of these prior applications are incorporated
by reference 1n their entirety and should be considered a part
of this specification.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

Certain embodiments of the present application relate to
treating a wound by applying reduced or negative pressure
to the wound.

Description of the Related Art

The treatment of open or chronic wounds that are too
large to spontancously close or otherwise fail to heal has
long been a troublesome area of medical practice. Closure of
an open wound requires inward migration of surrounding
epithelial and subcutaneous tissue. Some wounds, however,
are sulliciently large or infected that they are unable to heal
spontaneously. In such instances, a zone of stasis 1n which

localized edema restricts the flow of blood to the epithelial
and subcutaneous tissue forms near the surface of the
wound. Without suthcient blood flow, the wound 1s unable
to successtully fight bacterial infection and 1s accordingly
unable to close spontaneously.

An 1mtial stage of wound healing 1s characterized by the
formation of granulation tissue which 1s a matrix of colla-
gen, fibronectin, and hyaluronic acid carrying macrophages,
fibroblasts, and neovasculature that forms the basis for
subsequent epithelialization of the wound. Infection and
poor vascularization hinder the formation of granulation
tissue within wounded tissue, thereby inhibiting wound
healing. It therefore becomes desirable to provide a tech-
nique for increasing blood circulation within wounded tissue
to promote spontancous healing and to reduce infection.

Another problem encountered during the treatment of
wounds 1s the selection of an appropriate technique for
wound closure during the healing process. Sutures are often
used to apply force to adjacent viable tissue 1n order to
induce the edges of a wound to migrate together and heal.
However, sutures apply a closure force to only a very small
percentage of the area surrounding a wound. When there 1s
scarring, edema, or msuflicient tissue, the tension produced
by the sutures can become great causing excessive pressure
to be exerted by the sutures upon the tissue adjacent to each
suture. As a result, the adjacent tissue often becomes isch-
emic thereby rendering suturing of large wounds counter-
productive. If the quantity or size of the sutures 1s increased
to reduce the tension required of any single suture, the
quantity of foreign material within the wound 1s concomi-
tantly increased and the wound i1s more apt to become
infected. Additionally, the size or type of a particular wound
may prevent the use of sutures to promote wound closure. It
therefore becomes desirable to provide an apparatus and
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2

method for closing a large wound that distributes a closure
force evenly about the periphery of the wound.

Wounds resulting from 1schemia, or lack of blood flow,
are also often diflicult to heal since decreased blood tlow to
a wound may inhibit normal immune reaction to fight
infection. Patients that are bedridden or otherwise non-
ambulatory are susceptible to such i1schemic wounds as
decubitus ulcers or pressure sores. Decubitus ulcers form as
a result of constant compression of the skin surface and
underlying tissue thus restricting circulation. Since the
patient 1s often unable to feel the wound or to move
sufliciently to relieve the pressure, such wounds can become
self-perpetuating. Although 1t 1s common to treat such
wounds with flaps, the conditions that mitially caused the
wound may also work against successiul flap attachment.
Wheelchair-bound paraplegics, for example, must still
remain seated after treatment of pelvic pressure sores. It
therefore becomes desirable to provide a treatment proce-
dure for 1schemic wounds that can be conducted in situ upon
an 1immobile or partially mobile patient.

Other types of wounds in which 1schemia leads to pro-
gressive deterioration include partial thickness burns. A
partial thickness burn 1s a burn 1n which the cell death due
to thermal trauma does not extend below the deepest epi-
dermal structures such as hair follicles, sweat glands, or
sebaceous glands. The progression of partial thickness burns
to deeper burns 1s a major problem in burn therapy. The
ability to control or dimimish the depth of burns greatly
enhances the prognosis for burn patients and decreases
morbidity resulting from burns. Partial thickness burns are
formed of a zone of coagulation, which encompasses tissue
killed by thermal injury, and a zone of stasis. The zone of
stasis 1s a layer of tissue immediately beneath the zone of
coagulation. Cells within the zone of stasis are viable, but
the blood flow 1s static because of collapse of vascular
structures due to localized edema. Unless blood flow 1s
re-established within the zone of stasis soon after injury, the
tissue within the zone of stasis also dies. The death of tissue
within the zone of stasis 1s caused by lack of oxygen and
nutrients, reperfusion injury (re-establishment of blood flow
after prolonged 1schemia), and decreased migration of white
blood cells to the zone resulting in bacterial proliferation.
Again, 1t becomes desirable to provide a technique for
treating burn wounds by enhancing blood circulation to the
wounded tissue to mnhibit burn penetration.

There exist various apparatus utilizing reduced pressure
for treatment of these types of wounds. However, the
existing apparatus do not have adequate means to monitor
the pressure 1n the area of the wound beneath the cover. IT
the cover 1s not adequately sealed to the tissue surrounding
the wound, reduced pressure cannot be maintained beneath
t
C

ne cover so that the benefits of the treatment are lost or
iminished. In addition, pressure leaks through the seal
cause the source of suction to operate more Irequently,
which consumes more energy and causes the suction equip-
ment to wear faster than 1t would otherwise, reducing its
useful life. Further, the flow of air into the wound area as a
result of such leaks can result 1n increased risk of infection
and 1intrusion of other harmiful foreign matenal into the
wound area. It 1s therefore desirable to have a relatively
inexpensive means of monitoring the pressure level beneath
the cover at the site of the wound, and to have a pressure
sensor configuration that can detect the magnitude of the
leak 1n the seal and warn the operator of the system when a

certain threshold magnitude has been exceeded.

SUMMARY

Certain embodiments described herein are directed to
systems, methods and apparatuses for wound therapy. How-
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ever, 1t will be appreciated that the systems, methods and
apparatuses may have application to other fields. In certain
preferred embodiments, the wounds being treated may
include, but are not limited to, acute and chronic wounds,
orthopedic trauma wounds, and post-Cesarean wounds, to
name a few.

In some embodiments, such wounds are treated using a
negative pressure wound therapy apparatus preferably com-
prising a wound dressing, a fluid collection container, a
vacuum pump comprising a pump motor, and tubing. In
addition, 1n some embodiments, the apparatus can include a
pressure sensor that measures a pressure in the tubing. In
some embodiments, one or more tubes of the tubing can
channel a fluid between the wound dressing, the fluid
collection canister, and the pump. In addition, 1n some
embodiments, first and second control circuits can be pro-
vided for controlling the pump motor without using a
processor. In some embodiments, the first control circuit can
generate a diflerence signal between a desired pressure mput
and a pressure sensor mput, and can further generate a motor
control signal responsive to the diflerence signal. Moreover,
in some embodiments, a second control circuit can provide
an override signal based at least in part on the difference
signal and at least one reference signal. In some embodi-
ments, the override signal preferably beneficially overrides
the motor control signal to prevent the pump motor from
stalling.

In some embodiments, such wounds are treated using a
negative pressure wound therapy apparatus preferably com-
prising a wound dressing, a fluid collection container, a
vacuum pump comprising a pump motor, one or more tubes,
a pressure sensor configured to measure a pressure 1n one or
more of said one or more tubes and to generate a pressure
sensor signal, a first control circuit to control the pump
motor without using a processor, and a second control
circuit. In some embodiments, the tubes are preferably
configured to at least channel a flow of fluid between the
wound dressing, the tluid collection canister, and the pump.
In some embodiments, the first control circuit i1s preferably
configured to generate a difference signal comprising a
difference between a desired pressure input and the pressure
sensor signal from the pressure sensor, and to generate a
motor control signal responsive to the difference signal. The
motor control signal 1s preferably configured to control the
speed of the pump motor. The second control circuit 1s
preferably configured to provide, without using a processor,
an override signal to prevent the pump motor from stalling.
In some embodiments, the override signal 1s preferably
based at least 1n part on the difference signal and at least one
reference signal, the override signal preferably being con-
figured to override the motor control signal and thereby
prevent the pump motor from stalling.

In some embodiments, the second control circuit 1in the
apparatus described above provides the override signal by
comparing the difference signal to the at least one reference
signal. In some embodiments, the desired pressure mnput 1n
the apparatus described above 1s provided by a user. In some
embodiments, the second control circuit 1n the apparatus
described above comprises a comparison circuit 1n cominu-
nication with an AND gate. In some embodiments, the
apparatus described above further comprises a high pressure
cutoll circuit configured to override the first and second
control circuits when the output signal from the pressure
sensor exceeds a predetermined value. In some embodi-
ments, the apparatus described above further comprises an
intermittent delay circuit configured to reduce a duty cycle
of the pump motor. In some embodiments, the first control
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circuit 1n the apparatus described above comprises a difler-
ence amplifier in communication with a pulse width modu-
lator. In some embodiments, the diflerence amplifier gener-
ates the difference signal and the pulse width modulator
generates the motor control signal.

In some embodiments, such wounds are treated using a
negative pressure wound therapy apparatus preferably com-
prising a wound dressing, a fluid collection container, a
vacuum pump preferably comprising a pump motor, one or
more tubes configured to at least channel a flow of fluid
between the wound dressing, the fluid collection canister,
and the pump, a pressure sensor configured to measure a
pressure 1n one or more of said one or more tubes and to
generate a pressure sensor voltage retlecting the pressure 1n
one or more of said one or more tubes, and a control circuit
for controlling the pressure in the one or more tubes without
using a processor. In this embodiment, the control circuit
preferably comprises a pressure controller for controlling the
pump motor, a pulse width modulator, and a stall controller
for preventing stalling of the pump motor. Further, the
pressure controller preferably comprises a diflerence circuit
configured to receive the pressure sensor voltage, a desired
pressure voltage from a user, and to provide a difference
signal comprising an amplified difference between the
desired pressure voltage and the pressure sensor voltage,
wherein the difference circuit provides proportional control.
Further, the pulse width modulator 1s preferably configured
to generate a motor control signal responsive to the differ-
ence signal.

In some embodiments, the motor control signal i1s prei-
erably used to control the speed of the pump motor. In some
embodiments, the stall controller 1s preferably configured to
prevent stalling of the pump motor and preferably comprises
a comparison circuit and stall logic. The comparison circuit
of some embodiments 1s preferably configured to generate
an override signal, configured to prevent stalling of the
pump motor, based at least 1n part on the difference signal
and at least one reference signal. The stall logic of this
embodiment 1s preferably configured to output a combined
control signal based at least in part on the override signal and
the motor control signal, the combined control signal con-
figured to control the pressure 1n the one or more tubes
without stalling the pump motor.

In some embodiments, the pressure sensor 1n the appara-
tus described above 1s preferably positioned such that it 1s 1in
communication with the flow of fluid between the container
and the pump. In some embodiments, the comparison circuit
in the apparatus described above preferably generates the
override signal by comparing the difference signal to the at
least one reference signal. In some embodiments, the pres-
sure sensor 1n the apparatus described above is preferably
secured to the control circuit. In some embodiments, the
difference circuit in the apparatus described above prefer-
ably controls a duty cycle of the pulse width modulator. In
some embodiments, the difference circuit in the apparatus
described above preferably comprises an operational ampli-
fier. In some embodiments, the stall logic 1n the apparatus
described above comprises an AND gate.

In some embodiments, a method of controlling a pump for
negative pressure wound therapy for treatment of wounds 1s
provided. In some embodiments, the method comprises the
steps ol providing a wound dressing, a fluid collection
container, a vacuum pump, a pressure sensor configured to
measure a pressure 1n the one or more tubes and to generate
an output signal, and one or more tubes configured to at least
channel a flow of fluid between the wound dressing, the fluid
collection canister, and the pump. In some embodiments, the
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method also comprises the steps of providing a motor
control signal without using a processor and preventing
stalling of the pump motor. In some embodiments, the step
of providing the motor control signal comprises the steps of
receiving the output signal from the pressure sensor, pro-
viding a diflerence signal comprising a difference between a
desired pressure mput and the output signal from the pres-
sure sensor, and generating a motor control signal respon-
sive to the difference signal, the motor control signal con-
figured to control the pump motor. In some embodiments,
the step of preventing stalling of the pump motor comprises
the steps of generating an override signal based at least in
part on the diflerence signal and at least one reference signal,
and preventing the pump motor from stalling by using the
override signal to override the motor control signal.

In some embodiments, the diflerence signal 1n the method
described above preferably further comprises an amplified
difference between a desired pressure mput and the pressure
sensor put. In some embodiments, the step of providing
the diflerence signal 1n the method described above prefer-
ably comprises providing proportional control of a pulse
width modulation duty cycle. In some embodiments, the step
of generating the motor control signal in the method
described above preferably comprises generating a pulse
width modulation signal. In some embodiments, the step of
preventing the pump motor from stalling in the method
described above preferably comprises logically ANDing the
override signal with the motor control signal. In some
embodiments, the method described above preferably fur-
ther comprises the step of preventing the pump motor from
initially running at a substantially 100% duty cycle.

In some embodiments, a method for treating a wound 1s
provided, preferably comprising the steps of providing a
wound dressing, a flud collection container, a vacuum
pump, one or more tubes, and a pressure sensor configured
to measure a pressure in one or more of said one or more
tubes, and controlling a pump motor to provide a negative
pressure to the wound dressing without using a processor. In
some embodiments, the one or more tubes are preferably
configured to at least channel a flow of fluid between the
wound dressing, the fluid collection canister, and the pump.
In some embodiments, the step of controlling a pump motor
to provide a negative pressure to the wound dressing pret-
erably comprises the steps of receiving a pressure sensor
input from the pressure sensor, outputting a motor control
signal responsive to the pressure sensor input and a desired
pressure 1put, and outputting an override signal based at
least 1 part on the pressure sensor input and the desired
pressure input.

In some embodiments, the pressure sensor input 1n the
method described above preferably reflects the pressure in
one or more of said one or more tubes. In some embodi-
ments, the motor control signal 1s preferably configured to
control a speed of the pump motor. In some embodiments,
the override signal 1s preferably configured to override the
motor control signal in order to prevent the pump motor
from stalling. In some embodiments, the method described
above further comprises the step of activating a low pressure
alarm 1n response to the pressure sensor input having a value
less than about half of the desired pressure 1nput.

In some embodiments, an apparatus for detecting high air
flow 1n a negative pressure wound therapy system for the
treatment of wounds 1s provided, preferably comprising a
wound dressing, a flud collection container, a vacuum
pump, one or more tubes configured to at least channel a
flow of fluid between said wound dressing, said fluid col-
lection canister, and said pump, a first pressure sensor
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configured to measure a pressure 1n one or more of said one
or more tubes at a first location and to generate a first output
signal, a second pressure sensor configured to measure a
pressure 1n said tubing at a second location apart from said
first location and to generate a second output signal, a
difference circuit configured to provide a difference signal
reflecting a difference between the first and second output
signals, a comparison circuit configured to provide a com-
parison signal based at least 1n part on the difference signal
and a threshold signal, and an alarm circuit configured to
produce an alarm responsive to the comparison signal, the
alarm reflecting a high flow condition. In some embodi-
ments, the apparatus described above preferably further
comprises an integrator circuit mterposed between the dif-
ference circuit and the comparison circuit, the integrator
circuit preferably being configured to introduce a delay
between the difference circuit and the comparison circuit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects and advantages will now
be described 1n connection with certain embodiments, 1n
reference to the accompanying drawings. The illustrated
embodiments, however, are merely examples and are not
intended to be limiting. The following are brief descriptions
of the drawings.

FIG. 1 1s a schematic view of an embodiment of negative
pressure wound therapy apparatus.

FIG. 2 1s a section view of a portion of an embodiment of
a collection system.

FIG. 3A 1s a perspective view of the outside of an
embodiment of an enclosure for a negative pressure wound
therapy apparatus.

FIG. 3B 1s a planar view of the back side of an embodi-
ment of the enclosure illustrated 1n FIG. 3A.

FIG. 3C 1s a planar view of the bottom side of an
embodiment of the enclosure 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3A.

FIG. 3D 1s a perspective view of the outside of an
embodiment of a fluid collection container.

FIG. 3E 1s a perspective view of the outside of another
embodiment of a fluid collection container.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic representation of an embodiment of
the vacuum system.

FIG. 5 15 a block diagram of an embodiment of a pressure
control circuit.

FIG. 6 1s a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a pressure control circuit.

FIG. 7A 1s an embodiment of a process for controlling a
pump motor.

FIG. 7B 1s an embodiment of a process for treating a
wound.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram of an embodiment of a high flow
detection and alarm circuit.

FIGS. 9-1 and 9-2 1s a block diagram (slit across two
pages but collectively referred to herein as FIG. 9) of an
embodiment of a negative wound pressure therapy system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE SPECIFIC
EMBODIMENTS

The following detailed description 1s now directed to
certain specific embodiments of the disclosure. In this
description, reference 1s made to the drawings wherein like
parts are designated with like numerals throughout the
description and the drawings.

Preferred embodiments described herein relate to wound
therapy. The term “wound” as used herein, 1n addition to
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having 1ts broad ordinary meaning, includes any body part
of a patient that may be treated using reduced pressure.
Wounds 1nclude, but are not limited to, open wounds,
pressure sores, ulcers and burns. Treatment of such wounds
can be performed using negative pressure wound therapy,
wherein a reduced or negative pressure can be applied to the
wound to facilitate and promote healing of the wound.
Additional descriptions of devices, methods and systems
that may be used for wound therapy are found in U.S. Patent

Application Publication No. 2004/0073151 Al and U.S. Pat.
No. 7,128,735, the entirety of both of which are hereby
incorporated by reference and made a part of the present
disclosure. It will also be appreciated that the negative
pressure systems and methods as described herein may be
applied to other parts of the body, and are not necessarily
limited to treatment of wounds.

Certain embodiments are directed to a pressure control
circuit for use with a medical device or system for conduct-
ing negative pressure wound therapy. A pressure control
circuit embodied in such a medical device can be subject to
FDA approval. Typical motor controllers used in medical
devices use a processor, such as a microcontroller or the like,
for controlling a motor. Software or firmware 1s written for
the processor that includes 1nstructions for controlling the
motor. However, the inventors have discovered several
disadvantages of using microcontrollers. For example, using
software 1mn a medical device for which FDA approval 1s
sought presents a disadvantage because software and firm-
ware are olten subject to a more stringent FDA approval
process than hardware circuits. This approval process can
include the submission of time-consuming and expensive
documentation on testing and risk factors. Thus, using a
processor for pressure control can be undesirable.

Moreover, processors can include many components such
as transistors. The vast number of transistors used in some
processors, mcluding even the simplest microcontrollers,
present a risk of failure. If even one of the transistors fails,
in many instances the entire control circuit fails, possibly
resulting 1n adverse consequences to a medical patient.
Thus, safety concerns motivate not using processors for
pressure control. In addition, 1t can be more cost-ellective to
use components that are less expensive than a processor.

Accordingly, the mnventors have developed embodiments
of a pressure control circuit and other vacuum pump cir-
cuitry that do not include a processor. The pressure control
circuit instead includes analog and/or digital (non-proces-
sor) circuitry that reduces or completely eliminates some or
all of the problems described above. FIGS. 1 through 4
illustrate certain aspects ol negative pressure wound therapy
systems that can embody the pressure control circuit. FIGS.
5 through 9 illustrate certain aspects ol pressure control
circuitry and other vacuum pump circuitry.

FIG. 1 1s a schematic view of an embodiment of a
negative pressure wound therapy apparatus 20. As described
herein, the negative pressure wound therapy apparatus 1s
preferably configured to treat a wound by application of
reduced pressure to a wound site 22 (e.g., below atmospheric
pressure) so as to provide suction to the wound site 22 1n a
controlled manner for a selected period of time.

As 1llustrated 1 FIG. 1, the negative pressure wound
therapy apparatus 20 comprises a wound cover or wound
dressing 24 for enclosing a wound site 22 and providing a
fluid-tight or gas-tight enclosure over the wound site 22 to
cllect treatment of a wound site 22 with reduced or negative
pressure. For the purpose of creating suction within the
wound dressing 24, the wound dressing 24 1s connected to
a vacuum system 26 to provide a source of suction or
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reduced pressure for the sealed wound dressing 24 at the
wound site 22. Between the wound dressing 24 and the
vacuum system 26 1s a fluid collection system 28 {for
intercepting and retaining exudate that 1s aspirated from the
wound site 22.

It should be noted that any wound cover or dressing
presently known 1n the art or developed 1n the future can be
coniigured to be integrated 1nto the negative pressure wound
therapy apparatus 20 described herein. For example, the
embodiments of the wound covering device set forth in U.S.
Pat. No. 7,128,735, which disclosure 1s hereby incorporated
by reference herein 1n 1ts entirety, can be used 1n place of the
flexible wound dressing 24 illustrated 1n FIG. 1. One avail-
able type of wound enclosure 1s the Chariker-Jeter wound
sealing kit from BlueSky Medical, Inc.

As shown in FIG. 1, the vacuum system 26, which
produces a source of reduced pressure or suction that 1s
supplied to the wound dressing 24, preferably comprises a
vacuum pump 30, a vacuum system control device 32, a
filter 34, and tubing 36 that connects the vacuum pump 30
to the collection system 28. Predetermined amounts of
suction or reduced pressure are produced by the vacuum
pump 30. The vacuum pump 30 is preferably controlled by
a control device 32 that will be described 1n greater detail
below (see, e.g., FIGS. 5-9). A filter 34, such as micropore
filter, 1s attached to the exhaust of the vacuum pump 30 to
prevent potentially pathogenic microbes or aerosols from the
wound site 22 from being vented to the atmosphere by the
vacuum pump 30. In some embodiments, not shown, the
filter may preferably be positioned between the fluid col-
lection system 28 and pump 30 along tubing 36 such that the
pump may be protected from contaminated fluids. In some
embodiments, the vacuum system 26 of the negative pres-
sure wound therapy apparatus 20 can comprise two or more
vacuum pumps 30 connected with tubing 36, preferably
arranged 1n parallel. The additional pump 30 may ensure a
higher level of satety and product quality by providing pump
redundancy to prevent vacuum system failure in the event
that a single pump {fails, in addition to more efliciently
providing increased suction.

The fluid collection system 28 1s preferably intercon-
nected between the suction vacuum pump 30 and the appli-
ance 24 to remove and collect any exudate which may be
aspirated from the wound site 22 by the wound dressing 24.
The appliance 24 preferably functions to actively draw fluid
or exudate from the wound site 22. Collection of exudate 1n
a fluid collection system 28 between the vacuum pump 30
and the appliance 24 1s preferred to prevent clogging of the
vacuum pump 30.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 1-2, 3D, and 3FE, the fluid collec-
tion system 28 may be comprised of a flmd-impermeable
collection container 38 and a shutofl mechanism 40. The
container 38 may be of any size and shape suitable for
intercepting and retaining a predetermined amount of exu-
date. Many examples of such containers are available 1n the
relevant art. The container 38 illustrated preferably has a
first port 42 and a second port 44 positioned on the top of the
container 38. The first port 42 preferably enables suction to
be applied to the wound dressing 24 through the tubing 46
and also enables exudate from the wound site 22 covered by
wound dressing 24 to be drained into the container 38. The
container 38 provides a means for containing and tempo-
rarily storing the collected exudate. A second port 44 1s also
provided on the top of the contamner 38 to enable the
application of suction from the vacuum pump 30 to the
container 38. As mentioned above, the second port 44 of the
collection system 28 1s connected to the vacuum pump 30 by
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a vacuum line 36. The collection system 28 1s preferably
sealed approximately gas-tight so that as to enable the
suction vacuum pump 30 to supply suction to the appliance
24 through the collection system 28.

The fluid-impermeable wound cover 50 1n the embodi-
ment of the wound dressing 24 illustrated in FIG. 1 may be
in the form of a flexible, adhesive, fluid 1mpermeable
polymer sheet for covering and enclosing the wound site 22,
including an optional absorbable matrix 48 within 1t, and the
surrounding normal skin 50 around the wound site 22. In
turther embodiments the matrix may be non-bioabsorbable,
as 1s known in the art. The wound cover 50 preferably
includes an adhesive backing 534 which functions to seal the
wound cover 50 to the normal skin 52 around the periphery
of the wound site 22 so as to provide a generally gas-tight
or fluid-tight enclosure over the wound site 22. The adhesive
cover 40 preferably has suflicient adhesion to form a fluid-
tight or gas-tight seal around the periphery of the wound site
22 and to hold the cover 50 in sealed contact with the skin
52 during the application of suction or reduced or negative
pressure. The wound cover 50 also preferably provides a
gas-tight seal around the tubing 46 at the feedthrough
location 56 where the tubing 46 emerges from beneath the
wound cover 50. The tube segment 46a embedded within the
absorbable matrix 48 preferably has at least one side port 5
positioned within the interior of the absorbable matrix 48 to
ecnable a substantially uniform application of reduced pres-
sure throughout the enclosure.

The absorbable matrix 48 can be placed over substantially
the expanse ol the wound site 22 to encourage growth of
tissue 1n the area of the wound site 22 into the matrix 48 as
the wound heals. The size and configuration of the absorb-
able matrix 48 can be adjusted to fit the individual wound
site 22. It can be formed from a variety of absorbable
materials, preferably a material that 1s also porous. The
matrix 48 should be constructed 1n a manner so that 1t 1s
suiliciently porous to allow oxygen to reach the wound site
22. The absorbable matrix 48 is preferably constructed of a
non-toxic material that 1s absorbable by the epithelial and
subcutaneous tissue within the area of the wound site 22,
such as collagens derived from healthy mammals, absorb-
able synthetic polymers, or other materials similar to those
used for absorbable dressings. However, other maternials for
and configurations of the absorbable matrix 48 can be used
with the negative pressure wound therapy apparatus 20
disclosed herein, such as 1s described in U.S. Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. US 2004/0073151 Al, which 1s
incorporated by reference herein 1n 1ts entirety.

FI1G. 2 15 a section view of the collection system 28 of the
negative pressure wound therapy apparatus 20 1llustrated in
FIG. 1. As previously stated, the vacuum system 26 and
collection system 28 preferably include a shutofl mechanism
40 for halting or inhibiting the supply of the reduced
pressure to the appliance 24 in the event that the exudate
aspirated from the wound 22 exceeds a predetermined
quantity. Interrupting the application of suction to the appli-
ance 24 1s desirable to prevent exsanguination in the
unlikely event a blood vessel ruptures under the wound
cover 50 during treatment. If, for example, a blood vessel
ruptures 1n the vicinity of the wound 22, a shutoil mecha-
nism may be usetul to prevent the vacuum system 26 from
aspirating any significant quantity of blood from the patient.

The shutofl mechanism 40 may be comprised of any
means that enables the vacuum system 26 to halt the supply
of reduced pressure to the wound cover 50 at any time that
the volume of exudate from the wound 22 exceeds a
predetermined amount. Such means may 1include mechanical
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switches, electrical switches operably connected to the
vacuum system control device 32, optical, thermal or weight
sensors operably connected to the vacuum system control
device 32, and any other means that are currently known 1n
the relevant art or are suitable for this function.

The shutofl mechanism 40, as illustrated 1n FIG. 2, 1s
preferably a tfloat valve assembly comprising a ball 60 which
1s held and suspended within a cage 62 positioned below a
valve seat 64 disposed within the opening at the top of the
container below the second port that will float upon the
exudate and will be lifted against the valve seat 64 as the
container fills with exudate. When the ball 60 1s firmly
seated against the valve seat 64, the float valve blocks the
second port 66 and thereby shuts oil the source of suction
from the vacuum system 26. Other types of mechanisms
may also be employed to detect the liquid level within the
container 38 in order to arrest operation of the vacuum
system 50.

FIG. 3A 1s a perspective view of an embodiment of the
outside of a enclosure 68 for a negative pressure wound
therapy apparatus, FIG. 3B 1s a planar view of the back side
of the enclosure illustrated 1n FIG. 3A, and FIG. 3C 1s a
planar view of the bottom side of the enclosure illustrated in
FIG. 3A. The enclosure 68 1llustrated in FIGS. 3A-3C can be
used to enclose and/or support many of the components and
features comprising some embodiments of the negative
pressure wound therapy apparatus described herein. In the
illustrated embodiment, the enclosure 68 preferably encloses
and/or supports the fluid collection system and vacuum
system, 1ncluding but not limited to the vacuum pump,
vacuum system control device, filter, and tubing that con-
nects the vacuum pump to the collection system.

Additionally, as illustrated 1n FIGS. 3A-3C, the enclosure
68 preferably also supports or comprises a container adapter
bracket 70, a handle 72, a power switch 74, a vacuum port
76, a pressure selector 78 which switches the pump con-
figuration from a continuous to an intermittent output con-
figuration, a 12 volt DC mput 80, a low pressure LED light
82, a pressure/vacuum gauge 84, a low battery LED light 86,
an alarm suppress button 88, an air exhaust outlet 90, an AC
power 1nlet and fuse 92, a specification badge 94, a rolling
stand connection 96, rubber feet 98, and a universal holder
bracket 100.

The low pressure LED light 82 1s preferably configured to
warn the user of the negative pressure wound therapy
apparatus when the vacuum level 1s low or there 1s a leak 1n
the system. Pressing the alarm suppress button 88 will
suppress the low pressure LED light 82 after 1t has been
activated. The low battery LED light 86 1s preferably
configured to warn the user of the negative pressure wound
therapy apparatus when the battery power level 1s low. The
low battery LED light 86 may be accompanied by an audible
warning noise or “chirp” when the battery power level 1s
low. Pressing the alarm suppress button 88 will suppress the
low battery LED light 86 and/or audible warning noise. The
enclosure 68 also preferably includes a lithium 10n recharge-
able battery (not shown) that i1s recharged when an AC
power supply 1s connected to the enclosure 68.

FIG. 3D 1s a perspective view of the outside of another
embodiment of a fluid collection container 38' that can be
secured to the container adapter bracket 70 of the enclosure
68 described above. In the illustrated embodiment, the
volume of the fluid collection container 38' 1s approximately
800 cubic centimeters. The fluid collection container 38' 1s
preferably connected to the vacuum pump 30 by tubing 36',
and to the wound dressing 24 through the tubing 46'.
Additionally, the fluid collection container 38' 1llustrated in
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FIG. 3D preferably comprises a shutofl mechanism (not
shown) to halt or inhibit the supply of the reduced or
negative pressure to the appliance 24 in the event that the
exudate aspirated from the wound 22 exceeds a predeter-
mined quantity.

FIG. 3E 1s a perspective view of the outside of another
embodiment of a fluid collection container 38" that can be
secured to the container adapter bracket 70 of the enclosure
68 described above. In the illustrated embodiment, the
volume of the fluid collection container 38" 1s approximately
250 cubic centimeters. The fluid collection container 38" 1s
preferably connected to the vacuum pump 30 by tubing 36",
and to the wound dressing 24 through the tubing 46".
Additionally, the tfluid collection container 38" 1llustrated in
FIG. 3E preferably comprises a shutofl mechanism 40" to
halt or inhibit the supply of the reduced or negative pressure
to the appliance 24 1n the event that the exudate aspirated
from the wound 22 exceeds a predetermined quantity.

FI1G. 4 1s a schematic representation of an embodiment of
the vacuum system 26, 1llustrating the suction and exhaust
circuits and the relative position of the components therein.
In the illustrated embodiment, a first pump 30a and a second
pump 306 are connected 1n parallel via tubing 36A, 368,
respectively, which are joined to tubing 36 using a standard
tubing connector. The addition of the second pump 306 may
ensure a higher level of safety and product quality by
providing pump redundancy to prevent vacuum system
failure 1n the event that a single pump fails, 1n addition to
more efliciently providing increased suction. Tubing 36A,
36B then joins the outlet flow from the first and second
pumps 30a, 3056 together using a standard tubing connector,
and channels the outlet flow through the filter 34 and then
out through the exhaust port 90 to the ambient atmosphere.

In the illustrated embodiment, the vacuum system 26
preferably has a primary pressure sensor 102 and a second-
ary pressure sensor 104. As 1llustrated in FI1G. 4, the primary
pressure sensor 102 is located further upstream from the
pumps 30a, 3056 as compared to the secondary pressure
sensor 104 (1.e., of the two pressure sensors 102, 104, the
primary pressure sensor 102 1s preferably located closer to
the wound dressing 24 in the illustrated embodiment).
Describing the components according to their preferred
position 1n the i1llustrated embodiment relative to the pumps
30a, 305, the secondary pressure sensor 104 1s preferably
positioned to read the pressure in the tubing 36 upstream of
the pumps 30a, 30b. The secondary pressure sensor 104
detects the fluid pressure withun the tubing 36 and 1s pret-
erably configured to shut down the power to both pumps
30a, 300 when the pressure reading by the secondary
pressure sensor 104 exceeds a predetermined threshold
value. The pressure reading by the secondary pressure
sensor 104 may exceed a predetermined threshold value
when, for example, the shutofl mechanism 40 1s activated.
While just a single pressure sensor could be used to operate
the negative pressure wound therapy apparatus 20, an addi-
tional pressure sensor allows for flow rate measurements to
help detect leaks 1n the system and to activate a high flow
rate alarm, among other reasons, as discussed below.

Positioned to read the pressure further upstream, €.g., in
the direction of the fluid collection container 38 and the
wound dressing 24, the primary pressure sensor 102 detects
the pressure 1n the tubing between the secondary pressure
sensor 104 and the fluid collection container 28. The primary
pressure sensor 102 preferably provides instantaneous or
near-instantaneous pressure values to the vacuum system
control device 32 that 1s preferably used to control the
vacuum pump 30. The primary pressure sensor 102 can also
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be configured to activate the circuitry of the low pressure
alarm, e.g., the low pressure LED light 82, when the
pressure detected by the primary pressure sensor 102 1s
lower than a predetermined value for a significant amount of
time.

The primary pressure sensor 102 and/or the secondary
pressure sensor 104 can be of any suitable configuration
known 1n the art, such as, but not limited to, an ASDX series
pressure transducer manufactured by Honeywell Sensing
and Control. In some embodiments, the primary pressure
sensor 102 and/or the secondary pressure sensor 104 are
preferably located on the control board used to control an
output of one or more pumps 30.

In some embodiments, the low pressure alarm 1s activated
when the pressure detected by the primary pressure sensor
102 1s lower than a predetermined value for approximately
forty seconds or longer, or for approximately fifty seconds or
longer, or for approximately sixty seconds or longer, or for
approximately seventy seconds or longer, or for approxi-
mately eighty seconds or longer, or for approximately one
hundred seconds or longer, or for approximately one hun-
dred twenty seconds or longer, or for approximately one
hundred thirty seconds or longer.

In some embodiments, pressure sensors 102, 104 can be
slightly apart from each other or can be adjacent to each
other. However, in other embodiments, such as the illus-
trated embodiment, the sensors 102, 104 can be a greater
distance apart from each other. In addition, a tlow restrictor
(not shown) or the like can be positioned between the
sensors 102, 104 to restrict air flow 1n the tubing 36 between
the sensors 102, 104. The flow restrictor can be, for example,
a small mechanical orifice, a thin, relatively long tube,
combinations of the same, or the like. By restricting the tlow
between the two pressure sensors 102, 104, the tflow restric-
tor may better enable the pressure sensors 102, 104 to obtain
differential pressure measurements. The pressure diflerential
measurements can be used to calculate the flow rate of air in
the tubing 36, as the pressure diflerence can be proportional
to the flow rate. Moreover, in embodiments where thin
tubing 1s used, the length of the tubing can determine the
amount of air resistance and hence the amount of pressure
difference generated 1in the tubing. A high flow rate can
indicate the presence of a leak 1n the tubing, wound bed, or
the like. If a leak occurs, an alarm can be triggered to alert
a climician. Example circuits for determining air flow, detect-
ing leaks, and/or triggering alarms 1s shown and described
below with respect to FIGS. 8 and 9.

During normal operation, the flow of air through the
tubing 36 1s sutliciently small such that there may be only a
negligible pressure diflerence between the two pressure
sensors 102, 104. However, if there are substantial leaks 1n
the system, the pumps 30a, 305 will run at a higher level of
output and air will flow more quickly through the tubing 36,
causing the pressure differential between the two sensors
102, 104 to increase to a more easily detectable range. The
pressure values collected from the primary pressure sensor
102 and the secondary pressure sensors 102 will preferably
provide a pressure diflerential. In some embodiments, a high
flow alarm will be activated when the pressure diflerential
between the two pressure sensors 102, 104 1s approximately
> mmHg or greater. In some embodiments, a high flow alarm
will be activated when the pressure differential between the
two pressure sensors 102, 104 1s approximately 7.5 mmHg
or greater. In some embodiments, a high flow alarm will be
activated when the pressure differential between the two
pressure sensors 102, 104 1s approximately 10 mmHg or
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greater. Additional embodiments using pressure sensors to
detect high tlow are shown and described below with respect

to FIGS. 8 and 9.

Additionally, 1n some embodiments, the vacuum system
control device 32 1s preferably configured to comprise an
intermittent delay function. In some embodiments, the inter-
mittent delay preferably reduces the overall duty cycle of the
pumps 30a, 306 by approximately 20% or more. In some
embodiments, the intermittent delay preferably reduces the
overall duty cycle of the both pumps 30a, 306 by approxi-
mately 30% or more. In some embodiments, the intermittent
delay preferably reduces the overall duty cycle of the both
pumps 30a, 306 by approximately 40% or more. In some
embodiments, the intermittent delay preferably reduces the
overall duty cycle of the both pumps 30a, 306 by approxi-
mately 50% or more. In this manner, the intermittent delay
preferably controls the output of the pumps 30a, 305 so as
to cycle the pressure between a range of values. An example

intermittent delay circuit 1s shown and described below with
respect to F1G. 9.

FIG. 35 1illustrates an embodiment of a pressure control
circuit 200. The pressure control circuit 200 controls the
pressure in the plumbing of one or more vacuum pumps,
such as any of the vacuum pumps described above. Certain
embodiments of the pressure control circuit 200 advanta-
geously control the pressure of the pump plumbing without
using a microcontroller.

In the pressure control circuit 200, a pressure sensor 202
or the like 1s provided as a transducer for converting sensed
pressure in the pump plumbing into a pressure voltage V.
The pressure sensor 202 can 1nclude, for example, a piezo-
clectric matenal that alters 1ts electrical characteristics as
pressure at the piezoelectric material changes. The pressure
of the pump system, and hence the pressure voltage V , can
change over time. Thus, the pressure voltage V , can be a
time-varying voltage signal.

A desired pressure voltage V ; 1s also provided to the
pressure controller 210 by a desired pressure setting 204.
The desired pressure setting 204 can be a hardwired pressure
setting (e.g., using a resistor network or the like) or a
user-defined pressure setting. The desired pressure setting
204 can be provided, for example, by an input device such
as a knob or button that can be adjusted by a user. In one
embodiment, described below, the desired pressure setting
204 15 provided using an encoder that converts a value on a
knob or dial into the desired pressure voltage V ;.

The pressure voltage V,, and desired pressure voltage V
can be provided to a pressure controller 210. In certain
embodiments, the pressure controller 210 includes one or
more circuit components for adjusting the pressure provided
by a pump motor 240 such that the pressure voltage 1s the
same or substantially the same as the desired pressure
voltage. Advantageously, the pressure controller 210 of
certain embodiments includes analog circuit components
rather than a processor such as a microcontroller. In some
implementations, some non-processor digital circuitry can
also be provided.

The pressure controller 210 uses the pressure voltage V,
and the desired pressure voltage signal V_, to control the
pressure in the pump plumbing. The pressure controller 210
can control the pressure by causing or by attempting to cause
the pressure sensed by the pressure sensor 202 to be equal
to or substantially equal to the desired pressure setting 204.
The pressure controller 210 therefore attempts to keep the
pressure voltage V, close to the desired pressure voltage

V,a
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The pressure controller 210 of certain embodiments
changes pressure in the pump plumbing by adjusting the
power, voltage, or current provided to the pump motor 240.
By adjusting one or more of these parameters (e.g., power),
the pressure controller 210 can increase or decrease the
speed of the pump motor 240. As the pump motor 240
increases or decreases speed, the pressure output 250 gen-
crated by the pump motor 240 increases or decreases respec-
tively. Thus, by controlling the power or the like sent to the
pump motor 240, the pressure controller 210 can control the
pressure 1n the pump plumbing.

As an example, 1f the pressure voltage V , 1s less than the
desired pressure voltage V  ;, the pressure controller 210 can
increase the speed of the pump motor 240. As the pump
motor increases speed 240, the pressure sensed by the
pressure sensor 202 increases, and hence the pressure volt-
age V, increases. If, on the other hand, the pressure voltage
V, 1s more than the desired pressure voltage V,,, the
pressure controller 210 can decrease the speed of the pump
motor 240, thereby causing pressure to fall and the pressure
voltage V  to decrease. In certain embodiments, the pressure
controller 210 continually increases and decreases the speed
of the pump motor 240 to compensate for decreases and
increases 1n pressure voltage V , respectively. However,
certain override circuits, such as an intermittent delay circuit
described below with respect to FIG. 9, can halt the con-
tinuous adjustments made by the pressure controller 210.

The pressure controller 210 could be used as the sole
pump motor 240 controller in some implementations. How-
ever, the pump motor 240 can stall when not enough power
1s provided to the pump motor 240 to make the coils of the
pump motor 240 turn. In stall conditions, the power pro-
vided to the pump motor 240 can be wasted. Stalling can
occur, for example, when the pressure voltage V, 1s higher
than the desired pressure voltage V ;. 'To compensate for the
higher pressure voltage V,, the pressure controller 210
might reduce the power provided to the pump motor 240. IT
the pressure controller 210 causes too little power to be
provided, the pump motor 240 waill stall.

To prevent stalling from occurring, a stall controller 220
1s provided that receives one or more output signals from the
pressure controller 210. The stall controller 220 of certain
embodiments cuts power to the pump motor 240 1n the event
of an impending stall condition. The stall controller 220 can
do this by, for example, overriding the pressure controller
210. Advantageously, the stall controller 220 can prevent
stall conditions without using a processor. Instead, the stall
controller 220 of various embodiments includes analog
and/or digital (non-processor) circuitry that etliciently pre-
vents the pump motor 240 from stalling.

For example, the stall controller 220 can include logic
such as an AND gate or the like. The stall controller 220 can
generate an override signal that 1s gated at the AND gate
with an output signal from the pressure controller 210. In an
embodiment, the override signal 1s active-low. Thus, if the
override signal 1s at a high voltage or logic state, the override
signal enables the output from the pressure controller 210 to
cllectively pass through the AND gate. If, however, the
override signal 1s at a low voltage or logic state, the override
signal can override the output from the pressure controller
210, effectively preventing this output from reaching the
pump motor 240. It should be understood that while the
override signal has been described as an active-low signal,
the override signal can also be active-high 1n some 1mple-
mentations. Likewise, other active-low signals described
herein can be active-high 1n some embodiments, and vice
versa.
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In certain embodiments, the output of the stall controller
220 1s a combined control signal, which 1s provided to a
motor driver 230. The motor driver 230 facilitates providing,
power to the pump motor 240. In an embodiment, the motor
driver 230 includes one or more transistors (e.g., MOS-
FETs), relays, or the like that act as a power switch respon-
sive to the combined control signal. A more detailed
example of a motor driver 230 1s shown and described below
with respect to FIG. 9.

FIG. 6 illustrates a more detailed embodiment of a pres-
sure control circuit 300. The depicted embodiment of the
pressure control circuit 300 includes several of the compo-
nents of the pressure control circuit 200. For example, a
pressure sensor 302, a desired pressure setting 304, a motor
driver 330, and a pump motor 340 are provided. In certain
embodiments, these components have the same functions as
those described above with respect to FIG. 5. In addition,
more detailed views of a pressure control circuit 310 and a
stall control circuit 320 are provided.

The pressure control circuit 310 of certain embodiments
includes a difference circuit 312 1n communication with a
pulse width modulator 314. In one embodiment, the differ-
ence circuit 312 includes an amplifier, such as a differential
amplifier. The difference circuit 312 receives a pressure
voltage V, from the pressure sensor 302 and a desired
pressure voltage V , from the desired pressure setting 304.
The difference circuit 312 can determine a difference 1n
voltage between the pressure voltage V, and the desired
pressure voltage V,, to output a diflerence signal 316. This
difference signal 316 can also be referred to as an error
signal because the difference signal 316 can represent the
error between the desired pressure voltage V , ; and the actual
pressure voltage V. In addition, the difference circuit 312
can amplily the difference between the two voltages. The
amphﬁcatlon value can be unity 1n certain implementations.

In various embodiments, the d1 erence circuit 312
includes an operational amplifier or “op amp.” A network of
passive circuit elements, such as resistors, capacitors, and/or
the like, can be prowded on the mnputs, outputs, and 1n a
teedback loop of the difference circuit 312. These passive
circuit elements can be used to adjust the amplification value
or gain ol the amplifier and/or the frequency characteristics
of the amplifier. A more detailed embodiment of the difler-
ence circuit 312 having a network of passive circuit ele-
ments 1s described below with respect to FIG. 9.

In one embodiment, the difference circuit 312 has a gain
value of about 6; however, this gain value can take on many
other values 1n other embodiments. In addition, the differ-
ence signal 316 in some embodiments 1s not a pure difler-
ence between the pressure voltage V, and the desired pres-
sure voltage V. Instead, the difference circuit 312 can be
configured wr[h supporting passive circuits elements such
that the difference signal 316 1s represented as:

A*(V =V, )+ V a;

(1)

where A 1n expression (1) 1s an amplification or gain value.

The difference signal 316 1s provided to the pulse width
modulator 314 and to the stall controller 320. The pulse
width modulator 314 of certain embodiments includes a
comparator, op amp, or the like having supporting passive
circuit components for generating a variable duty cycle
square wave. This square wave 1s provided by the pulse
width modulator 314 as a motor control signal 318 to the
stall controller 320. A more detailed example of a compara-
tor circuit for implementing the pulse width modulator 314
1s shown and described below with respect to FIG. 9.
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The square wave of the motor control signal 318 1s
selectively provided, through the stall controller 320, to the
motor driver 330. When the motor control signal 318 1s 1n a
logic high state, the motor control signal 318 causes the
motor driver 330 to provide power to the pump motor 340.
Conversely, when the motor control signal 318 1s 1n a logic
low state, the motor control signal 318 prevents the motor
driver 330 from providing power to the pump motor 340.
The motor control signal 318 can accomplish this by actu-
ating a transistor (e.g., MOSFET) or relay power switch.
Thus, as the duty cycle of the motor control signal 318
increases, power 1s provided more frequently to the pump
motor 340, causing the speed of the pump motor 340 to
increase, and vice versa. Advantageously, using pulse width
modulation enables speed control of the pump motor 340
without loss of torque.

The square wave of the motor control signal 318 can have
a duty cycle ranging from 0% to 100%. The duty cycle 1s
controlled in certain embodiments by the difference signal
316. As the difference signal 316 increases, the duty cycle
can increase, and vice versa. Thus, as the difference (or
error) signal 316 increases in magnmitude, the duty cycle can
increase, and as the diflerence signal 316 decreases, the duty
cycle can decrease. In an embodiment, the pressure control-
ler 310 therefore acts as a proportional controller, changing
the speed of the motor 1n proportion to the amount of error.
In other embodiments, integral and/or derivative control can
be provided 1n addition to proportional control, such as to
create a proportional-integral-derivative (PID) controller.

Both the difference signal 316 and the motor control
signal 318 can be provided to the stall controller 320. In
certain implementations, the stall controller 320 includes a
comparison circuit 324 and override logic 326. In addition,
the stall controller 320 can include or receive a voltage
reference 322. The stall controller 320 advantageously pre-
vents the pump motor 340 from stalling, thereby increasing
the efliciency of the pressure control system 300.

The comparison circuit 324 includes a comparator, an op
amp 1n comparator configuration, or the like. The compari-
son circuit 324 compares the difference signal 316 to the
voltage reference 322 to produce an override signal 325. In
one embodiment, if the difference signal 316 1s greater than
the voltage reference 322, the comparison circuit 324 out-
puts a loglc high (or high Voltage) value. On the other hand,
if the difference 51gnal 316 1s less than the voltage reference
322, the comparison circuit 324 outputs a logic low (or low
voltage) value. Thus, the override signal 325 1s high or low
depending on whether the difference signal 316 is higher or
lower than the voltage reference 322, which 1s a predeter-
mined threshold voltage value. In certain embodiments, the
override signal 325 can be considered active low, meaning
that the override signal 3235 overrides the motor control
signal 318 when the overnide signal 325 1s low.

Accordingly, 1f the difference (error) signal 316 1s greater
than the voltage reference 322, the comparison circuit 324
cllectively determines that the error 1s sufliciently high to
allow the pressure controller 310 to control the pump motor
340. However, 1t the difference (error) signal 316 1s lower
than the voltage reference 322, then the comparison circuit
324 efliectively determines that the error 1s too low, such that
the pressure controller 310 might stall the pump motor 340.
In this low error situation, the comparison circuit 324 can
use the override signal 325 to override the pressure control
circuit 310, thereby preventing stalling of the pump motor
340.

While the pump motor 340 is off, the pressure 1n the pump

tubing will drop. As a result, the error or difference signal
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316 will increase. Eventually, the difference signal 316 will
increase enough to cause the comparison circuit 324 to
deactivate the override signal 3235, so that the stall controller
320 will allow the pressure controller 310 to take over
control of the pump motors 340 again.

While a single voltage reference 322 1s shown, an addi-
tional voltage reference 1s provided to enable the compari-
son circuit 324 to provide hysteresis. In an embodiment, the
two voltage references are offset from one another by an
optionally small voltage amount. For example, depending
on the type, manufacturer, and/or part number of the pres-
sure sensor 302 or other components used, one voltage
reference could be set at 1.0 volts and the other voltage
reference could be set at 1.2 volts. Other Voltage values
could be chosen 1n various embodiments, as 1s described 1n
more detail below with respect to FIG. 9. If the difference
signal 316 1s above the higher voltage reference, the com-
parison circuit 324 outputs a logic high value. If the differ-
ence signal 316 1s below the lower voltage reference, the
comparison circuit 324 outputs a logic low value. If the
difference signal 316 1s between the two voltage references,
the comparison circuit 324 does not change the override
signal 325 value. Hysteresis can prevent the comparison
circuit 324 from switching rapidly in response to minor
changes 1n the difference signal 316.

The override signal 325 1s provided, 1n certain embodi-
ments, to the override logic 326. The override logic 326
includes one or more analog or digital circuit components
that facilitating selectively overriding the motor control
signal 318. For instance, the override logic 326 can include
an AND gate or the like. As described above, the override
signal 325 can be gated at the AND gate with the motor
control signal 318, facilitating the selective overriding of the
motor control signal 318. The override logic 326 outputs a
combined control signal 328 that 1s provided to the motor
driver 330. The combined control signal 328 can retlect the
combined control of the pressure controller 310 and the stall
controller 320. Thus, 11 the override signal 325 1s high (or
not active) in one embodiment, then the combined control
signal 328 1s eflectively the motor control signal 318.
However, 1f the override signal 325 1s low (or active), then
the combined control signal 328 has a low (not active)
output, which does not drive the motor dniver 330 and
therefore prevents the pump motor 340 from stalling.

While the override circuit 324 has been described with
respect to an AND gate, other circuit components can be
used. For example, one or more OR, NAND, NOR, XOR,
combinations of the same, or other gates can be configured
to provide an AND function. In addition, discrete or inte-
grated transistor components can be used to accomplish an
AND function. Moreover, in other embodiments, analog
circuit components can be used to accomplish an equivalent
AND function. Other logic functions, such as the OR,
NAND, NOR, XOR, or other functions, could also be used
in place of the AND function.

In certain implementations, the stall controller 320 uses
the override signal 3235 to effectively keep the duty cycle of
the pulse width modulator 314 within a certain range during
a steady state of the pump motor 340. An ideal duty cycle 1n
one embodiment 1s 40%.

In another embodiment, a desired duty cycle range 1s 40%
to 45%. In still other embodiments, the desired range 1s 35%
to 45%.

Viewed another way, 1n certain embodiments the pressure
control circuit 310 provides linear control and the stall
control circuit 320 provides nonlinear control. If the duty
cycle of the pulse width modulator 314 1s above a target duty
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cycle value, e.g., 40%, the pressure control system 300 may
be operating 1in linear control mode, using the pressure
control circuit 310. If the duty cycle falls below this range,
however, the pressure control system 300 may operate in
nonlinear mode, using the stall controller 320.

FIG. 7A 1llustrates an embodiment of a process 400 for
controlling a pump motor. The process 400 can be 1mple-
mented 1 certain embodiments by any of the pressure
control systems described above. Advantageously, the pro-
cess 400 can therefore be implemented without using a
processor. Moreover, the process 400 can be used in con-
junction with negative wound pressure therapy techniques,
such as those described above.

The process 400 begins at block 402 by receiving a
pressure sensor input. The pressure sensor mput can be a
voltage or current signal from a pressure sensor. In an
embodiment, this input 1s provided by a pressure sensor,
such as any of the pressure sensors described above. At
block 404, the process 400 generates a difference signal
between a desired pressure mput and the pressure sensor
input. The desired pressure mput can be provided by, for
example, a user through an mnput device. The difference
signal can represent an error between desired and actual
pressure mputs. This difference signal can be used to control
the speed of a pump motor.

Continuing, at block 406 the process 400 generates a
motor control signal responsive to the difference signal. The
motor control signal can be a pulse-width modulated signal
or have other signal characteristics. At block 408, the
process 400 generates an override signal based at least in
part on the difference signal and on at least one reference
signal. One or more reference signals can be provided to
compare with the diflerence signal. If the difference signal 1s
above or below a reference signal, for 1nstance, the process
400 can perform certain actions. For example, at block 410,
the process 400 can override the motor control signal to
prevent the motor from stalling.

In certain embodiments, the process 400 overrides the
motor control signal 1 response to the difference signal
being lower than at least one reference signal. As the
pressure increase due to the turning off of the pump motor,
the difference signal will increase until the difference signal
1s above the reference signal. At this point, the overnide
signal will deactivate, allowing the motor control signal to
control the speed of the pump motor.

Advantageously, the process 400 provides for motor con-
trol without stalling a motor. In particular, the process 400
increases the efliciency of power usage by the motor by
avoiding stalling conditions.

FIG. 7B illustrates an embodiment of a process 450 for
treating a wound. The process 450 can be implemented in
certain embodiments by any of the negative pressure wound
therapy systems described above, including any of the
pressure control systems described above. Advantageously,
the process 450 can therefore be implemented without using
a Processor.

At block 4352, the process begins by providing wound
therapy equipment. This equipment can include, {for
example, a wound dressing, a flmd collection container, a
vacuum pump, and a pressure sensor. The pressure sensor
can measure a pressure in the tubing of the vacuum pump,
the wound bed, or the like. In certain embodiments, one or
more tubes 1n the tubing of the vacuum pump channel a flow
of fluid between the wound dressing, the fluid collection
canister, and the pump.

Continuing, at block 454 the process 450 receives a
pressure sensor input from the pressure sensor. This pressure
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sensor mput can reflect the pressure of the wound therapy
equipment. The pressure can be the pressure inside the
tubing, at the wound bed, or the like. At block 456, the
process 450 outputs a motor control signal responsive to the
pressure sensor mput and a desired pressure input. The
motor control signal 1s operative to control the speed of one
or more pump motors. The desired pressure mput can be
provided, for example, by a user through an mput device
such as a knob, button, or the like.

The process 450 also outputs an override signal at 450.
This override signal can be based at least in part on the
pressure sensor mput and the desired pressure 111put For
example, the override signal could be based on a difference
between these mputs. In certain embodiments, this differ-
ence 1s an error signal. As described above, as the error 1s
reduced, the override signal can be provided to prevent the
motor from stalling.

Advantageously, the process 450 enables a medical
patient’s wound to be treated more eflectively and safely
than can be done with currently available vacuum pump
devices.

FIG. 8 1llustrates an embodiment of a high flow detection
circuit 500. The high flow detection circuit 500 of certain
embodiments can detect potential leaks 1n a vacuum pump
system used for negative pressure wound therapy. The high
flow detection circuit 500 can, 1n various embodiments,
provide a measurement of the flow of air and/or an alarm
that alerts clinicians to the leak condition.

In various embodiments, the high flow detection circuit
500 includes first and second pressure sensors 560, 562. One
or more ol the pressure sensors 560, 562 can be similar to
the pressure sensor described above. Moreover, 1n certain
embodiments, one or more of the pressure sensors 560, 562
can also be used as a pressure sensor 1 a pressure control
system, such as any of the pressure control systems
described above.

The pressure sensors 560, 562 can be connected by a flow
restrictor or the like as described above to facilitate deter-
mimng air flow. In a non-leak condition, 1n one embodiment
little or no air 1s moving through the tubing. Thus, each of
the pressure sensors 560, 562 can measure the same or
substantially the same pressure level. However, 1f a leak
occurs, air moving through the flow restrictor can create a
pressure difference between the sensors 560, 562.

In an embodiment, a difference circuit 570 1s provided for
measuring this pressure difference. The difference circuit
570 can be an amplifier, such as an operational amplifier or
the like. In addition, the difference circuit 570 can be a
comparator. Many other implementations may be chosen, an
example of which 1s shown and described with respect to
FIG. 9. The difference circuit 570 outputs a difference signal.

The difference circuit 370 provides the difference signal
to the integrator circuit 580. In one embodiment, however,
the difference circuit 570 first provides the difference signal
to a low pass filter (not shown) for reducing noise 1 the
difference signal, which i turn provides the difference
signal to the integrator circuit 380. In certain embodiments,
the integrator circuit 380 1s also a low pass filter or the like
that integrates the difference signal using, for example, one
or more capacitors and resistors. By integrating the difler-
ence signal, the integrator circuit 580 provides a delay that
can prevent the comparison circuit 390 from rapidly switch-
ing an alarm on and off.

The integrator circuit 580 1n one embodiment provides a
flow rate signal as a flow rate output 390. In certain
embodiments, the flow rate 1s proportional to the pressure
differential between the two signals, as measured by the
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difference signal. The flow rate output 590 can be provided
to a gauge, digital display, or the like. The flow rate output
590 can also be provided earlier 1n the high flow detection
circuit 590, for example, after the difference circuit or after
a low pass circuit (not shown). In addition to, or in place of
providing the flow rate signal to the flow rate output 590, the
integrator circuit 580 can provide the flow rate signal to a
comparison circuit 394, In certain embodiments, the com-
parison circuit 594 compares the flow rate 51gnal to a
threshold voltage 588, th I1 the flow rate signal exceeds the
threshold voltage 588, 1n certain embodiments a leak 1s
detected.

The comparison circuit 594 can in turn provide an alarm
signal to an alarm circuit 596 1n the event of detecting a leak.
The alarm circuit can alert a clinician using, for example,
audible and/or visual alarms. Thus, the clinician can take
corrective action to repair the leak.

FIG. 9 illustrates an embodiment of a vacuum pump
circuit 600. The vacuum pump circuit 600 includes a pres-
sure control circuit 601 along with several other exemplary
circuits usetul for vacuum wound pressure therapy. In the
depicted embodiment, no processor 1s used, thereby facili-
tating one or more of the benefits described above. In
addition, two pump motors 640 are provided, facilitating
turther fault protection and increased suction.

Some or all of the voltage values described herein can
vary based on the type, manufacturer, and/or part number of
the pressure sensors used. Additionally, the voltage values
can vary based on the particular type, manufacturer, and/or
part numbers of the resistors, capacitors, diodes, transistors,
integrated circuit components, combinations of the same, or
the like that are used. Thus, other voltage values than those
described herein can result from the choice of various
sensors and/or components 1n various embodiments, without
departing from the scope of the embodiments described
herein.

The pressure control circuit 601 as shown 1ncludes pres-
sure control circuits 601a and 6015. The pressure control
circuit 601a includes a pressure sensor 602 and a desired
pressure setting provided by an encoder input 604. Like the
pressure sensors and desired pressure settings described
above, the pressure sensor 602 and the encoder input 604
provide voltage signals to a pressure control circuit having
an amplifier 610 (the op amp U4A) and a pulse width
modulator 614. In the depicted embodiment, the pulse width
modulator 614 includes a comparator U13B, a capacitor C1,
and resistors, which together generate a variable duty cycle

square wave.
The amplifier 610 and the pulse width modulator 614 both

provide outputs to a stall control circuit, which includes a
voltage reference 622, a comparison circuit 624, and over-
ride logic 626. In the depicted embodiment, the voltage
reference 622 1s generated by using a resistive divider using,
resistors R9 and R12 to lower a 5 volt mput to about 1.2
volts. The comparison circuit 624 includes a comparator
U13A and associated resistors. The override logic includes
an AND gate U7A.

In an embodiment, the comparison circuit 624 generates
a high logic or voltage value in response to an input signal
greater than about 1.26 volts and generates a low logic or
voltage value 1n response to an input signal lower than about
1.06 volts. Between about 1.06 and 1.26 volts, the compari-
son circuit 624 does not change 1ts output. Thus, the com-
parison circuit 624 of certain embodiments employs hyster-
esis, as discussed above.

In certain embodiments, the operation of the pressure
control circuit 601 1s as follows. The pressure in the vacuum
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tubing at startup of the circuit 1s zero or substantially zero,
which 1s much lower than the encoder mput 604. Therefore,
a diflerence signal between the pressure sensor input 602
and the encoder input 604 1s greater than 1.26V, causing the
comparison circuit 624 to output high, allowing the output
of the pulse width modulator 614 to reach the pump motors
640.

The duty cycle of the pulse width modulator 614 can be
determined by the magnitude of the difference signal, start-
ing at about 100% and decreasing to about 40% as the
pressure nears the encoder mnput 604. The pressure continues
to increase and eventually rises past the encoder mput 604
by a few millimeters (mmHg), causing the diflerence signal
to fall below 1.06V. This 1n turn causes the comparison
circuit 624 output to go low, cutting power to the pump
motors 640. The pressure then slowly falls below the
encoder 111put 604 by a few mmHg, Causmg the difference
signal to rise above 1.26V, 1n turn causing the comparison
circuit 624 to output high. This high output once again
allows the pulse width modulator 614 to apply power the
pump motors 640. This cycle can continue indefinitely (e.g.,
until the pump 1s turned ofl by a user or the like), maintain-
ing the pressure at the encoder mput 604 value within a few
mmHg by occasionally pulsing the pump motors 640 with
short bursts of about 20 kHz square wave at about 40% duty
cycle. Example pressure values of when the pump motors
640 can turn on and ofl are shown below 1n Table 1.

TABLE 1

Comparison Circuit Output
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normal operation, flow can be so small that there 1s almost
no pressure difference between the sensors. If the suction
load were removed, the pumps can run full speed and the
flow of air through the plumbing could be much larger.

The difference between the sensors 602, 662 1s amplified
by a gain of 20 at the diflerence circuit 670, low pass filtered
by a low pass filter 671, and then fed to the integrator circuit
680, which has a 66 second time constant. The integrator
circuit 680 output goes to a comparison circuit 694 with a
fixed threshold of 1.56 volts in the depicted embodiment.
The output of the comparison circuit 694 1s provided to the
alarm circuit 696, which drives various transistors (e.g.,
MOSFETs) to turn on a piezoelectric beeper or the like and
lights (e.g., light-emitting diodes). In one embodiment, the
alarm triggers at a differential pressure of 5 mmHg. The
alarm circuit 696 activates in one embodiment at tlows
greater than about 6 Ipm (liters per minute).

In addition to the above circuits, a low pressure alarm
circuit of certain embodiments 1s provided that includes a
comparison circuit 647. The comparison circuit 647 includes
a comparator U3B that receives the encoder mnput 604 and
the pressure sensor mput 602. The low pressure alarm
circuitry compares the pressure sensor iput 602 to one half
of the encoder input 604 voltage. It the pressure sensor mput
602 1s lower than one half the encoder input 604 voltage for
a significant amount of time, an alarm 1n the alarm circuit
696 turns on. The alarm of the alarm circuit 696 can be

Encoder input (mmHg) 200 180 160 140 120 100 90 &0
Pumps ON (mmHg) 199 179 159 139 120 100 90 80
Pumps OFF (mmHg) 201 182 162 142 122 102 92 82

The pulse width modulator 614 of certain embodiments
does not have a fixed operating frequency. Instead, its
frequency can vary with duty cycle, in a fixed, bell shaped
relationship. Frequency can peak near 50% at about 25 kHz,
dropping to about 8 kHz at 9% and 90% duty cycle.

In certain embodiments, the output to a motor driver
circuit 630 1s logically ANDed at AND gate U7B with a
pump soft-start circuit 651, which 1s shown as part of the
pressure control circuit 601. The motor driver circuit 630
can include an integrated circuit 697 including one or more
transistor (e.g., power MOSFE

5 T) drivers, discrete transistor
drivers, supporting passive component circuitry, combina-
tions of the same, or the like. In alternative embodiments,
the pump soit-start circuit 631 1s not included with the
pressure control circuit 601. The pump soft-start circuit 651
helps ensure that the pump motors 640 do not draw too much
current at power on to avoid the protection circuitry in the
power supply shutting down the power supply. This circuit
1s described 1n further detail below.

In addition to the pressure control circuit 601, a depicted
flow rate detection circuit 1s provided that 111c1udes first and
second pressure sensors 602, 662, a difference circuit 670,
an integrator circuit 680, a comparison circuit 694, and an
alarm circuit 696. In an embodiment, the pressure sensor
602 used for pump control i1s also used for flow rate
detection. In addition, a second, backup sensor 662 1s also
used. In one embodiment, these sensors 602, 662 are both
connected to the same general area of the pump plumbing,
but spaced slightly apart so that they will measure slightly

different pressures as air flows through the plumbing. During
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turned ofl much faster than i1t can be turned on in one
implementation, due to the asymmetrical time constant of an
integrator including a resistor R14 and a capacitor C2, which
filters the pressure sensor mput 602. In other embodiments,
a value other than one half 1s used by the comparison circuit

647.
During normal operation, when the pressure sensor input

602 has stabilized at the encoder input 604 the user has
selected, the integrator, using a resistor R14 and capacitor

C2, charges up to the pressure sensor mput 602 voltage 1n
less than one second through resistor R33 and diode D1. If

the suction load were to be suddenly removed and the
pressure sensor input 602 dropped to zero, the integrator
would slowly discharge through resistors R14 and R53. It
could take up to 3 minutes 1mn one embodiment for the
integrator to discharge to less than one half of the encoder
input 604 voltage, which would cause the comparison circuit
647 to output high and turn on the alarm.

The integrator time constant while charging, equal 1n one
embodiment to the value of resistor R14 times capacitor C2,
1s 0.22 seconds until the pressure sensor mput 602 1s less
than about one diode drop across diode D1 greater than the
integrator voltage, when 1t becomes 66 seconds. This dii-
ference occurs because diode D1 stops conducting when the
voltage across 1t 1s less than about one diode drop.

Example times 1t can take to turn the alarm on, listed 1n
Table 2 below, assumes the pressure sensor input 602 has
been stable at the indicated encoder mmput 604 value for
several minutes, and that the pressure goes to zero nearly
instantly. These assumptions may not apply or may be
different 1n some embodiments.
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TABLE 2

Low pressure alarm activation pressures and time to activate

Time to alarm on from

knob alarm ON alarm OFF encoder input value to
(mmHg) (mmHg) (mmHg) zero pressure (in seconds)

200 76 82 64
180 69 71 64
160 61 65 66
140 50 55 68
120 42 46 70
100 33 37 74
90 28 32 77
80 24 28 80
70 19 24 84
60 15 20 91
50 10 14 102
40 7 11 124

Another circuit, a high pressure cutofl circuit, can also be
provided. The high pressure cutofl circuit mncludes a com-
parison circuit 649, which 1n turn includes a comparator
U12B. The comparison circuit 649 can remove electrical
power from both pump motors 640 when the pressure from
the second, backup pressure sensor 662 1s higher than a fixed
threshold. This circuit 649 can override all other pump
power control because pump power 1s routed directly
through a relay Ul4 that overrides the pump motors 640.
The voltage from the second pressure sensor 662 can be low
pass filtered by resistor R32 and capacitor C12. When the
second pressure sensor 662 mnput reaches or exceeds 217
mmHg, power 1s removed from both pump motors 640 and
does not return until the second pressure sensor 662 1mnput
talls below 212 mmHg. The comparator U12B of certain
embodiments 1s active-low. When high, 1t turns on the relay
U14 and allows power to reach the pump motors 640. When
low, the relay Ul4 1s turned ofl and power 1s disconnected
from the pump motors 640.

In certain embodiments the high pressure cutoil circuit
can be used as a redundant safety feature. Thus, the high
pressure cutofl circuit may cut power to the pump motors
640 only when one or more components in the vacuum
pump circuit 600 fails. Thus, for example, 11 a transistor or
op amp 1n the pressure control circuit 601 fails, the high
pressure cutoll circuit can cut power to the pump motors
640.

An intermittent delay circuit 645 1s also provided that can
change the overall duty cycle of the enftire suction pump
motors 640 from about 100% to about %60, or to another
desired percentage. The intermittent delay circuit 645 can
accomplish this by periodically shorting the encoder 1mnput
604 wiper to ground, eflectively telling the pressure control
circuit 601 that the desired pressure 1s zero. After a delay of
about 16 seconds, the wiper 1s released from ground, return-
ing to whatever input value the user has selected for a delay
of about 32 seconds. This cycle can repeat indefimitely as
long as intermittent mode 1s selected. Other values for the
delay values can be selected.

In one embodiment, the resistors R37 and R38 and the
capacitor C23 set the on time (T ,,) and oft time (T ;) of the
intermittent circuit 645, according to the following expres-
S101S:

T, =0.693(R37+R38)*(C23 (2)

T, ~0.693(R38)*(23. (3)

In certain embodiments, a pump soft start circuit 651 1s
also provided that prevents the pump motors 640 from
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running at 100% duty cycle during power up, since 100%
duty cycle could draw significant current from the power
supply, which could cause the power supply to enter over-
current shutdown.

At startup, a capacitor C5 of the pump soft start circuit
651 1s discharged. This can mean that the gate of transistor
Q2 1s 5 volts, which can mean that transistor Q2 1s turned on,
which 1n turn shunts the comparator U13B of the pulse width
modulator 614 to ground through three diode drops. At this
point, the pulse width modulator 614 1input can be limited to
three diode drops above ground (e.g., common), which
cllectively prevents the pulse width modulator 614 from
outputting a high duty cycle to the pump motors 640. As
capacitor C5 charges, the voltage across 1t increases, which
means the voltage at the gate of the transistor Q2 continues
to fall until the transistor Q2 turns oil, removing the limit
from the input of the pulse width modulator 614. The limat
remains in effect for about 500 ms (milliseconds) 1n one
embodiment.

Additionally, a mute circuit 653 1s provided to allow the
user to silence the audible alarm circuit 696 for a preset,
fixed amount of time. The output of the mute circuit 653
controls transistor Q17, which controls U6, which 1s a 555
timer that controls the piezoelectric buzzer. When the output
of the mute circuit 653 1s 5 volts, the transistor Q17 1s turned
on, which enables the 555 timer U6 to be turned on by an
alarm. This 1n turn means that the buzzer can turn on. When
the output of the mute circuit 653 1s 0 volts, the transistor
Q17 1s ofl and no power can reach the 535 timer U6. As a
result, no power can reach the buzzer.

A mute button can be provided on the front panel of the
vacuum pump, which can be a momentary switch or the like.
The switch can comnect 5 volts to resistor R62 when
depressed. Activating the switch charges up capacitor C22 to
5 volts 1n about 100 ms. When the mute button 1s released,
the capacitor C22 slowly discharges through the resistor
R31. The comparator Ul16 compares the voltage across the
capacitor C22 to a threshold of 1.47 volts, provided by a
voltage divider of resistors R64 and R63.

The time the mute circuit 653 remains active 1s controlled
by the voltage divider R64 and R63, by the capacitor C22,
and by the resistor R31. In one embodlment the values of
the capacitor C22 and the resistor R31 can be chosen so that
the mute time can be set from between 0 and 354 seconds by
varying the resistors R64 and R63, e.g., by using user-
controlled potentiometers for the resistors R64, R63. The
time the mute function remains active can be expressed as:

t=R31*C22*1n(5/V ;;.), (4)

where V .. 1s the voltage of the R64/R63 voltage divider.

Moreover, a low voltage alarm circuit 657 can be pro-
vided that activates when the +12 volt supply, either from a
battery, AC adapter, or DC 1n jack, falls below about 10V, It
can include a simple comparator U3 A which compares one
fourth of the +12 voltage rail to a fixed threshold of 2.5 volts.
The output 1s active at 5 volts and drives transistors (e.g.,
MOSFETs) which control the beeper and alarm circuit 696.

Based on the foregoing description, one can see that
providing pressure control without using a processor pro-
vides significant advantages over existing systems. In par-
ticular, reduced cost, increased safety, and a less-complex
FDA approval process are some advantages provided by
certain embodiments described herein.

In addition to the components and features described
herein, the embodiments of the negative pressure wound
therapy apparatus described herein can have any of the
teatures and components that are known 1n the art or that are
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suitable for such system. The EZCARE Negative Pressure
System User Guide available from Smith & Nephew 1s
hereby 1ncorporated by reference. The pressure control
circuitry described herein can be configured to be used with
any negative pressure wound therapy apparatus currently
available or later developed.
While the above detailled description has shown,
described, and pointed out novel features as applied to
various embodiments, 1t will be understood that various
omissions, substitutions, and changes 1n the form and details
of the device or process illustrated may be made without
departing from the spirit of the disclosure. Additionally, the
various features and processes described above may be used
independently of one another, or may be combined 1n
various ways. All possible combinations and subcombina-
tions are intended to fall within the scope of this disclosure.
As will be recognized, certain embodiments described
herein may be embodied within a form that does not provide
all of the features and benefits set forth herein, as some
features may be used or practiced separately from others.
The scope of the mventions 1s indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A negative pressure wound therapy apparatus compris-
ng:
a negative pressure source configured to aspirate fluid
from a wound via a fluid flow path using an actuator;
and
a control circuit configured to:
cause the actuator to operate at a duty cycle below
100% for a pre-determined duration of time at power
up of the negative pressure source; and

in response to expiration of the pre-determined duration
of time, cause the actuator to operate at the duty
cycle of substantially 100%.

2. The negative pressure wound therapy apparatus of
claim 1, further comprising a pressure sensor configured to
measure pressure 1n the fluid flow path and a power source
configured to provide power to the negative pressure source,
wherein the control circuit 1s further configured to:

determine a difference between a negative pressure setting,
of the negative pressure source and a pressure mea-
sured by the pressure sensor;

generate a first control signal based on the difference, the
first control signal configured to control the actuator of
the negative pressure source;

generate a second control signal configured to cause the
actuator to operate at a duty cycle below 100% 11 the
first control signal 1s determined to cause the actuator
to operate at the duty cycle of substantially 100% at
power up of the negative pressure source; and

provide the second control signal to the actuator of the
negative pressure source, thereby preventing drawing
ol excessive current from the power source.

3. The apparatus of claam 2, wherein the control circuit

does not 1nclude a processor.

4. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the control circuit 1s
turther configured to:

generate the second control signal and provide the second
control signal to the actuator of the negative pressure
source for the pre-determined duration of time; and

when the pre-determined duration of time elapses:
generate a third control signal based on the difference

between the negative pressure setting and the pres-
sure measured by the pressure sensor; and
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provide the third control signal to the actuator of the
negative pressure source.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the pre-determined
duration of time 1s about 500 milliseconds.

6. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second control
signal 1s a limit that does not substantially vary over the
pre-determined duration of time.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control circuit
comprises a capacitor, a switch, and a pulse width modulator
configured to cause the actuator of the negative pressure
source to operate at a duty cycle, wherein the capacitor 1s
configured to control the switch which controls the pulse
width modulator, and wherein charging time of the capacitor
corresponds to the pre-determined duration of time.

8. A method of providing negative pressure wound
therapy comprising:

at power up of a negative pressure source configured to

aspirate fluid from a wound via a fluid flow path,
causing the negative pressure source to operate at a
duty cycle below 100% for a pre-determined duration
of time,

in response to expiration of the pre-determined duration

of time, causing the negative pressure source to operate
at the duty cycle of substantially 100%,

wherein the method 1s performed under control of a

controller.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising;:

measuring pressure in the fluid flow path;

determining a difference between a negative pressure

setting of the negative pressure source and the mea-
sured pressure;

generating a {irst control signal based on the difference,

the first control signal configured to operate the nega-
tive pressure source;

generating a second control signal configured to cause the

negative pressure source to operate at a duty cycle
below 100% 11 the first control signal 1s determined to
cause the negative pressure source to operate at the
duty cycle of substantially 100% at power up of the
negative pressure source; and

providing the second control signal to the negative pres-

sure source, thereby preventing drawing of excessive
current from a power source configured to provide
power to the negative pressure source.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the method further
COmprises:

providing the second control signal to the negative pres-

sure source for the pre-determined duration of time;
and
generating a third control signal, wherein the third control
signal 1s based on a difference between the negative
pressure setting and the measured pressure; and

providing the third control signal to the negative pressure
source 1n response to expiration of the pre-determined
duration of time.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the pre-determined
duration of time 1s about 500 milliseconds.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the second control
signal 1s a limit that does not substantially vary over the
pre-determined duration of time.

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the pre-determined
duration of time 1s about 500 milliseconds.

14. A negative pressure wound therapy apparatus com-
prising:

a negative pressure source configured to aspirate tfluid

from a wound via a fluid tlow path;
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a pressure sensor configured to measure pressure in the

fluad tlow path; and

a controller configured to:

determine a first difference between a negative pressure
setting of the negative pressure source and a first
pressure measured by the pressure sensor;
determine a {first control signal based on the first
difference, the first control signal configured to oper-
ate the negative pressure source; and
in response to determining that the first control signal
would cause the negative pressure source to operate
at a first duty cycle at power up of the negative
pressure source:
determine a second control signal configured to
cause the negative pressure source to operate at a
second duty cycle less than the first duty cycle;
and
operate the negative pressure source based on the
second control signal.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the first duty cycle
1s substantially 100%.

16. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the controller 1s
turther configured to:

operate the negative pressure source based on the second

control signal over a period of time;

in response to expiration of the period of time:

measure a second pressure by the pressure sensor;

determine a second diflerence between the negative
pressure setting and the second pressure;

determine a third control signal based on the second
difference; and

operate the negative pressure source based on the third
control signal.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the third control
signal causes the negative pressure source to operate at a
duty cycle of substantially 100%.

18. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the period of time
1s about 500 milliseconds.

19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the second control
signal 1s a limit that does not substantially vary over the
period of time.

20. A method of providing negative pressure wound
therapy comprising:
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measuring a first pressure 1n a fluid tlow path configured
to provide negative pressure wound therapy using a
negative pressure source;
determiming a first difference between a negative pressure
setting of the negative pressure source and the first
pressure;
determining a first control signal based on the first dif-
ference, the first control signal configured to control the
negative pressure source;
in response to determining that the first control signal
would cause the negative pressure source to operate at
a first duty cycle at power up of the negative pressure
source:
determining a second control signal configured to cause
the negative pressure source operate at a second duty
cycle less than the first duty cycle;
operating the negative pressure source based on the
second control signal.
21. The method of claim 20, wherein the first duty cycle
1s substantially 100%.
22. The method of claim 20, further comprising;
operating the negative pressure signal based on the second
control signal over a period of time;
in response to expiration of the period of time:
measuring a second pressure 1n the fluid flow path;
determining a second difference between the negative
pressure setting and the second pressure;
determining a third control signal based on the second
difference; and
operating the negative pressure source based on the
third control signal.
23. The method of claim 22, wherein operating the

negative pressure source based on the third control signal
comprises operating the negative pressure source at a duty
cycle of substantially 100%.

24. The method of claim 22, wherein the period of time
1s about 500 milliseconds.

25. The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising not
substantially varying the second control signal over the
period of time.
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