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DETECTING CIRCUIT FOR OPEN OF LED
ARRAY AND LED DRIVER APPARATUS
USING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2011-0130464, filed on Dec. 7, 2011 1n
the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of

which 1s incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The following description relates to detecting whether a
light emitting diode (LED) array 1s open, and more particu-
larly, to a detecting circuit configured to detect whether an
LED array 1s open and an LED drniver method and apparatus
using the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

A liquid crystal display (LCD) 1s widely used because 1t
1s thin and light 1n weight when compared to other displays
and requires a low driving voltage and low power consump-
tion. However, because the LCD 1s a non-emissive element
that cannot emit light by 1tself, 1t requires a separate back-
light source to supply light to an LCD panel.

As a backlight source for the LCD, a cold cathode
fluorescent lamp (CCFL) and a light emitting diode (LED)
are mostly used. The CCFL, however, may cause environ-
mental pollution because 1t uses mercury. Also, the CCFL
includes slow response time and low color reproducibility
and 1s not helptul for the LCD panel to be light 1n weight,
thin, short, and small.

On the other hand, the LED 1s eco-friendly because 1t does
not use environmentally harmiul materials and 1s capable of
achieving impulse driving. Also, the LED has good color
reproducibility and can change brightness or color tempera-
ture arbitrarily by adjusting an amount of light emitted from
red, green, and blue light emitting diodes. The LED has
turther advantages suitable for a light, thin, short, and small
configuration for the LCD panel. Thus, 1n recent years, the
LED has been frequently used as a backlight source for the
LCD panel.

LED arrays include a plurality of LEDs and are opera-
tively connected to one another. When LED arrays are used
in the LCD backlight unit, a driving circuit 1s needed to
provide a constant current to each of the LED arrays, and a
dimming circuit 1s also needed to adjust brightness and color
temperature arbitrarily or compensating for overheating.

An electrical shock may disconnect the LED arrays from
an LED driver by opening one or more of the connections in
the LED arrays. In this case, a protection circuit to detect the
opening ol the LED array 1s needed.

However, the protection circuit may connect a diode to an
end of the LED array and detect whether the LED array 1s
open or not depending on whether the diode conducts
clectricity or not. However, such protection circuit may
wrongflully detect that the LED array 1s open when an
abnormal feedback voltage occurs due to mnitial driving or a
peak current of a constant current.

SUMMARY

This Summary 1s provided to introduce a selection of
concepts 1 a sumplified form that are further described
below 1n the Detailed Description. This Summary 1s not
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2

intended to identily key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor 1s 1t intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

In accordance with an illustrative example, a detecting
circuit 1s configured to detect whether an LED array 1s open.
The detecting circuit includes a resistance unit operatively
connected 1n series to the LED array; a first switching unit
configured to be turned on when a voltage of the resistance
unit 1s greater than or equal to a predetermined voltage level;
and an output unit configured to produce an output 1ndica-
tive of whether the LED array 1s open, based on whether the
first switching unit 1s turned on.

The first switching unit maintains a turn-oil state prevent-
ing a current from tflowing when the LED array 1s open.

The detecting circuit detects the LED array to be open
when a constant current does not flow through the LED
array, current does not flow through the resistance unit, and
the first switching unit 1s turned off.

The first switching unit 1s a P-type bipolar junction
transistor (BJT). An emitter of the P-type BJT 1s commonly
connected to the LED array and one end of the resistance
unit, a base of the P-type BIT 1s operatively connected to
another end of the resistance unit, and a collector of the
P-type BIT 1s grounded through a second resistance. The
predetermined voltage level 1s a threshold voltage of the
P-type BJT.

A resistance value of the resistance unit 1s greater than or
equal to a value obtained by dividing the threshold voltage
of the P-type BIT by a constant current flowing through the
LED array.

A second switching unit 1s configured to be turned on 1n
response to the first switching unit being turned on. The
output unit 1s configured to produce an output indicating
whether the LED array 1s open based on whether the second
switching umit 1s turned on.

The second switching unit 1s an N-type bipolar junction
transistor (BJT). An emitter of the N-type BIT 1s grounded,
a base of the N-type BJT 1s operatively connected to the
collector of the P-type BIT, and a collector of the N-type
BIT 1s operatively connected to a voltage source through a
third resistance.

A second resistance 1s disposed between the first switch-
ing unit and ground, and a resistance value of the second
resistance 1s greater than or equal to a value obtained by
dividing a threshold voltage of the N-type BJT by a current
of the collector of the P-type BJT.

When a constant current does not flow through the LED
array, current does not tlow through the resistance unit, the
first switching unit 1s turned ofl, the second switching unit
1s turned ofl, and the output unit 1s configured to output a
high voltage value (VDD) indicative that the LED array 1s
open.

The detecting circuit detects whether LED arrays are
open, the resistance unmit includes resistances operatively and
respectively connected 1n series to the LED arrays, the first
switching unit includes a switching elements operatively and
respectively connected to the resistances of the resistant unit,
and the output unit 1s configured to produce an output
indicating that an open LED array exists when at least one
of the switching elements 1s turned off.

In accordance with another illustrative example, an LED
driver apparatus, includes an LED array; an LED drniving
circuit configured to provide a driving voltage and a constant
current to the LED array; a resistance unit operatively
connected 1n series to the LED array; and a detecting unit
configured to detect whether the LED array 1s open based on
a voltage of the resistance unit.
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The detecting unit includes the resistance unit; a first
switching unit configured to be turned on when the voltage

of the resistance unit 1s greater than or equal to a predeter-
mined voltage level; and an output unit configured to
produce an output indicating whether the LED array 1s open
based on whether first switching unit 1s turned on.

The first switching unit maintains a turn-oil state when the
LED array 1s open and a current does not flow.

The first switching unit 1s a P-type bipolar junction
transistor (BJT). An emitter of the P-type BIT 1s commonly
connected to the LED array and one end of the resistance
unit, a base of the P-type BJT 1s operatively connected to
another end of the resistance unit, and a collector of the
P-type BIT 1s grounded through a second resistance. The
predetermined voltage level 1s a threshold voltage of the
P-type BJT.

A resistance value of the resistance unit 1s greater than or
equal to a value obtained by dividing the threshold voltage
of the P-type BJT by a constant current flowing through the
LED array.

The detecting unit further includes a second switching,
unit configured to be turned on i1n response to the first
switching unit being turned on. The output unit 1s configured
to produce an output indicating whether the LED array 1s
open based on whether the second switching unit 1s turned
on.

The second switching unit 1s an N-type bipolar junction
transistor (BJT). An emitter of the N-type BIT 1s grounded,
a base of the N-type BJT 1s operatively connected to the
collector of the P-type BIT, and a collector of the N-type
BIT 1s operatively connected to a voltage source through a
third resistance.

A second resistance 1s disposed between the first switch-
ing unit and ground, and a resistance value of the second
resistance 1s greater than or equal to a value obtained by
dividing a threshold voltage of the N-type BJT by a current
of the collector of the P-type BIT.

The LED driver apparatus includes LED array. The resis-
tance unit includes resistances operatively and respectively
connected 1n series to the LED arrays. The first switching
unit includes a switching elements operatively and respec-
tively connected to the resistances of the resistant unit. The
output unit 1s configured to produce an output indicating that
an open LED array exists when at least one of the switching
clements 1s turned ofl.

The LED driver apparatus also includes a controller
configured to stop operating the LED driving circuit when
an opened LED array 1s detected.

As described above, because the detecting circuit to detect
whether the LED array 1s open and the LED driver apparatus
detects whether the LED array 1s open according to whether
a current flows 1n the LED array or not, i1t can be precisely
detected whether the LED array 1s open, regardless of an
abnormal forward voltage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

The above and/or other aspects will be more apparent by
describing 1n detaill exemplary configurations, with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating an LED driver
apparatus, according to an illustrative configuration;

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram illustrating an LED driving
circuit, according to an illustrative configuration;

FIG. 3 1s a circuit diagram 1llustrating a detecting unait,
according to a first illustrative configuration;
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4

FIGS. 4A and 4B 1illustrate an operation of the detecting
unit, according to the first illustrative configuration;

FIG. 5 1s a circuit diagram illustrating a detecting unit,
according to a second illustrative configuration;

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate an operation of the detecting
unit, according to the second illustrative configuration;

FIG. 7 1s a circuit diagram illustrating a detecting unit,
according to a third illustrative configuration; and

FIGS. 8 and 9 1llustrate an operation of the detecting unit,
according to the third illustrative configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Heremaftter, exemplary configurations will be described
in greater detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ngs.

The following detailed description 1s provided to assist
the reader 1n gaining a comprehensive understanding of the
methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein.
Accordingly, various changes, modifications, and equiva-
lents of the methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described
herein will be suggested to those of ordinary skill 1n the art.
Also, descriptions of well-known functions and construc-
tions may be omitted for increased clarity and conciseness.
Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described, the same drawing reference
numerals will be understood to refer to the same elements,
features, and structures. The relative size and depiction of
these elements may be exaggerated for clanty, illustration,
and convenience.

It will be understood that when an element 1s referred to
as being “on,” “connected to,” or “operatively connected to”
another element or unit, 1t can be directly on or connected to
another element or unit through intervening elements or
units. In contrast, when an element 1s referred to as being
“directly on” or “directly connected to” another element or
layer, there are no intervening elements or layers present.
Like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all
combinations of one or more of the associated listed 1tems.
The units described herein may be mmplemented using
hardware components. The hardware components may
include, for example, controllers, processors, generators,
drivers, resistors, filters, metal-oxide-semiconductor field-
ellect transistor IMOSFETs), metal-insulator-semiconductor
FET (MISFETs), metal-oxide-semiconductors (MOSs), and
other equivalent electronic components.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating an LED driver
apparatus, according to an illustrative configuration.

Referring to FIG. 1, an LED driver apparatus 1000
includes an LED driving circuit 100, an LED array 200, a
detecting unit 300, and a controller 400. The LED driver
apparatus 1000 may be an 1mage display apparatus, includ-
ing, but not limited to, a monitor, a digital TV, a notebook
computer, a mobile phone, an MP3 player, and a portable
multimedia player (PMP).

The LED driving circuit 100 receives a dimming signal to
drive the LED array 200 and provides a driving voltage and
a constant current to the LED array 200 according to the
received dimming signal. A detailed configuration of the
LED dniving circuit 100 1s explained below with reference

to FIG. 2.

The LED array 200 includes a plurality of LEDs which
are operatively connected to one another. In one configura-
tion, the LEDs 1n the LED array 200 are connected 1n series
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and perform a light emitting operation. The LED array 200
may be a single LED array or a plurality of LED arrays.

The detecting unit 300 measures and determines whether
a current ol a predetermined level 1s tlowing through the
LED array 200 to detect whether the LED array 200 1s open.
Specifically, 1 a current of a predetermined level flows
through the LED array 200, the detecting unit 300 detects
that the LED array 200 1s normally connected and operating.
On the other hand, 11 a current lower than the predetermined
level flows, the detecting unit 300 detects that the LED array
200 1s open. Accordingly, the detecting unit 300, according
to an illustrative example, includes a resistance unit, which
1s connected to the LED array 200 1n series, to detect the
current flowing through the LED array 200. The resistance
unit also detects whether the LED array 200 1s open based
on a measurement and detection of a predetermined voltage
level of the resistance unit. Detailled configuration and
operation of the detecting unit 300 will be explained below
with reference to FIGS. 3 to 9.

The controller 400 controls the elements in the LED
driver apparatus 1000. Specifically, the controller 400 gen-
erates a dimming signal to drive the LED array 200 and
provides the dimming signal to the LED driving circuit 100.
The controller 400 controls the detecting unit 300 to detect
whether the LED array 200 1s open. Specifically, the con-
troller 400 provides a detecting circuit enable signal to the
detecting unit 300. In response, the detecting unit 300
detects whether the LED array 200 1s open. In one configu-
ration, 1f the detecting unit 300 detects that the LED array
200 15 open, the controller 400 stops driving the LED driving
circuit 100.

As described above, because the LED dniver apparatus
1000, according to one exemplary configuration, 1s config-
ured to detect whether the LED array 200 1s open using the
current flowing i the LED array 200, the LED drniver
apparatus 1000 can accurately detect whether the LED array
200 1s open, regardless of an occurrence ol an abnormal
teedback voltage.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram illustrating the LED driving
circuit of FIG. 1, according to an 1illustrative configuration.

Referring to FIG. 2, the LED driving circuit 100 includes
an mput unit 110, a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal
generation unit 120, a direct current (DC)-DC converter 130,
an LED drniving unit 140, and a reference voltage generation
unit 150.

The input unit 110 receives a dimming signal from the
controller 400 to drive the LED array 200. Specifically, a
direct mode, a fixed phase mode, and a phase shift mode
may be used as digital dimming methods to generate the
dimming signal to drive the LED array 200. The direct mode
1s a method that controls a PWM frequency and an on-duty
signal through an external device (for example, a packet
assembler/disassembler (PAD)). The fixed phase mode and
the phase shift mode are methods that generate a PWM
frequency through an internal mtegrated circuit (IC), and
receive and control only the on-duty signal through the PAD.
In one 1llustrative example, the dimming signal 1s a signal to
adjust brightness and color temperature of the LED or to
compensate for high temperatures. In the present exemplary
configuration, the direct mode method 1n which the dimming
signal 1s recerved from an external source 1s discussed.
However, the controller 400 may be configured to use the
fixed phase mode and/or the phase shift mode.

The PWM signal generation unit 120 generates a PWM
signal according to a reference voltage. Specifically, the
PWM signal generation umt 120 generates a PWM signal to
control a level of a driving voltage of the DC-DC converter
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6

130 according to a reference voltage generated by the
reference voltage generation unit 150.

The DC-DC converter 130 includes a transistor to per-
form a switching operation, and provides a driving voltage
to the LED array 200 according to the switching operation
of the transistor. Specifically, the DC-DC converter 130
converts a DC voltage based on the PWM signal generated
by the PWM signal generation unit 120, and provides the
converted DC voltage, that 1s, the drwlng voltage, to the
LED array 200. At this time, the DC-DC converter 130
provides a voltage corresponding to a forward bias voltage
of the LED array 200 to the LED array 200 so that the LED
array 200 1s operated in a saturation area.

The LED driving unit 140 provides a constant current to
drive the LED array 200 using the dimming signal from the
input unit 110. Specifically, the LED driving unit 140 adjusts
a level of a driving current 1n the LED array 200 using the
dimming signal and provides the adjusted constant current,
that 1s, the driving current, to the LED array 200.

The reference voltage generation unit 150 generates a
reference voltage. Specifically, the reference voltage gen-
eration unit 150 measures a feedback voltage or a forward
voltage of each of the LED arrays in the LED array 200. The
reference voltage generation unit 150 provides a reference
voltage that corresponds to an LED array having the lowest
voltage from among the measured forward voltages of the
LED arrays to the PWM signal generation unit 120. If the
LED array 200 includes a single LED array, the reference
voltage generation unit 150 measures the feedback voltage
or the forward voltage of the single LED array and provides
the measured voltage to the PWM signal generation umnit
120.

In one configuration, the LED array may be detected to be
open using a lfeedback voltage. However, the feedback
voltage of the LED array may {fall near to 0V temporarily
due to a peak current of a constant current. If it 1s detected
that the LED array 1s open using the feedback voltage as
described above, the LED array may be mistakenly recog-
nized as being open, even if it 1s not open in actuality.

Because the detecting unit 300 according to the illustra-
tive configuration detects whether the LED array 200 1s open
based on the level of the current flowing in the LED array
200, the problem of mistakenly recognizing that the LED
array 1s open can be solved.

However, because 1t 1s difhicult to directly detect a value
of the current flowing through the LED array 200, a resis-
tance 1s connected to the LED array 200 1n series. The value
of the current tlowing through the LED array 200 may be
obtained at the detecting umt 300 based on a value of a
voltage exerted to the resistance connected 1n series, that 1s,
by dividing the voltage value of the resistance by a resis-
tance value. Thus, the detecting unit 300 can detect whether
a current greater than a predetermined current level flows 1n
the LED array 200. The detecting unit 300 may be realized
in three types, which will be described below.

Although only three illustrative configurations are dis-
cussed, the detecting unit 300 may be realized by other
circuit constitutions to detect a level of a current flowing 1n
the LED array 200.

FIG. 3 1s a circuit diagram of the detecting unit 300,
according to an illustrative configuration.

Referring to FIG. 3, the detecting unit 300 includes a
resistance unit 310, a first switching unit 320, a second
resistance 330, and an output unit 360.

The resistance unit 310 includes a first resistance, R,
which 1s connected to the LED array or LED string 200 in
series. Specifically, one end of the first resistance, R, of the
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resistance unit 310 1s operatively connected to the LED
array 200 and the other end 1s operatively connected to the
LED driving unit 140, which provides a constant current.
Although the first resistance, R, of the resistance unmit 310
1s operatively connected to a lower end of the LED array 200
in the example shown 1n FIG. 3, the first resistance, R, of
the resistance unit 310 may be operatively connected to an
upper portion of the LED array 200 1n series or may be
operatively connected to an intermediate portion of the LED
array 200 1n series. Also, although the resistance unit 310
includes only one resistance, R, as shown i FIG. 3, the
resistance unit 310 may be realized using a plurality of
resistances.

The first switching unit 320 includes a switching element
that 1s turned on when a voltage of the resistance unit 310 1s
greater than or equal to a predetermined voltage level. The
switching element of the first switching unit 320 may be a
P-type bipolar junction transistor (BJT). In this case, an
emitter of the P-type BJT may be commonly connected to
the LED array 200 and one end of the resistance unit 310,
a base of the P-type BI'T may be operatively connected to the
other end of the resistance unit 310, and a collector of the
P-type BJT may be grounded through the second resistance
330. In one example, the predetermined voltage level 1s a
threshold voltage of the P-type BIT being used. Accord-
ingly, a resistance value of the first resistance may be set to
be greater than or equal to a value that i1s obtained by
dividing the threshold voltage of the P-type BIT by a
constant current flowing through the LED array 200.

Although the first switching unit 320 1s realized by the
P-type BJT 1n the illustrative example of FIG. 3, the first
switching unit 320 may be realized using other switching
clements such as a MOS switch.

The output unit 360 outputs a voltage indicating whether
the LED array 200 1s open depending on whether the first
switching unit 320 1s turned on. Specifically, the output unit
360 1s operatively connected to a node that 1s commonly
connected to the first switching unit 320 and the second
resistance 330. In the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 3, if
it 1s detected that the LED array 200 1s open, the first
switching unit 320 1s turned off and the output unit 360
outputs a voltage of a low electric potential (for example,
0V). If 1t 1s detected that the LED array 200 1s not open, the
first switching unit 320 1s turned off and the output unit 360
outputs a voltage of a high electric potential (for example,
SV).

The operation of the detecting unit 300 according to the
first 1llustrative configuration will be explained below with
reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are views to explain the operation of the
detecting unmit 300, according to the first illustrative example.
Specifically, FIG. 4A 1s a view to explain the operation of the
detecting unit 300 when the LED array 200 1s normally
operating, and FIG. 4B 1s a view to explain the operation of
the detecting unit 300 when the LED array 200 1s open.

Referring to FIG. 4A, the LED array 200 1s normally
operating. When the LED array 200 1s normally operating or
closed, a constant current flows through the LED array 200
and the constant current also flows through the resistance
unit 310 operatively connected to the LED array 200 in
series. Accordingly, a voltage exerted to the resistance unit
310 15 greater than the threshold voltage of the first switch-
ing unit 320. The first switching unit 320 1s turned on and a
voltage of the second resistance 330 has a voltage value of
a predetermined level (V,=R,*1,). As a result, the output
unit 360 may output the voltage value of the predetermined
level indicating that the LED array 200 1s not open or closed.
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Retferring to FIG. 4B, the LED array 200 1s open. When
the LED array 200 1s open, a constant current does not flow
in the LED array 200 and, thus, a current does not tlow
through the resistance of the resistance unit 310 and the first
switching unit 320 1s turned off. Accordingly, the voltage of
the second resistance 330 1s OV. The output unit 360 outputs
a low voltage value (for example, O0V) indicating that the
LED array 200 1s open.

As described above, because the detecting unit 300 can
detect whether the LED array 200 1s open based on whether
a current flows through the LED array 200 or not, the
detecting unit 300 can precisely detect whether the LED
array 200 1s open, regardless of an abnormal forward volt-
age.

FIG. § 15 a circuit diagram of a detecting unit, according,
to a second 1llustrative configuration.

Referring to FIG. 5, a detecting unit 300" includes a
resistance unit 310, a first switching unit 320, a second
resistance 330, a second switching unit 340, a third resis-
tance 350, and an output unit 360"

The resistance unit 310 includes a first resistance, R,
which 1s operatively connected to the LED array or LED
string 200 1n series. In one example, one end of the first
resistance of the resistance unit 310 1s operatively connected
to the LED array 200 and the other end 1s operatively
connected to the LED driving unit 140, which provides a
constant current. Although the resistance unit 310 1s opera-
tively connected to a lower end of the LED array 200 in the
present illustrative example, the resistance unit 310 may be
operatively connected to an upper portion of the LED array
200 1n series or may be operatively connected to an inter-
mediate portion of the LED array 200 in series.

The first switching umt 320 includes a switching element
that 1s turned on when a voltage of the resistance unit 310 1s
greater than or equal to a predetermined voltage level. The
switching element may be a P-type BJT. In this case, an
emitter of the P-type BJIT 1s commonly connected to the
LED array 200 and one end of the resistance unit 310, a base
of the P-type BIT 1s connected the other end of the resistance
umt 310, and a collector of the P-type BJT 1s grounded
through the second resistance 330. In one example, the
predetermined voltage level 1s a threshold voltage of the
P-type BIJT. Accordingly, a resistance value of the first
resistance may be set to be greater than or equal to a value
that 1s obtamned by dividing the threshold voltage of the
P-type BJT by a constant current tlowing through the LED
array 200.

The second resistance 330 1s disposed between the first
switching unit 320 and ground. Although only one resis-
tance, R, 1s 1llustrated in the present illustrative example,
the second resistance 330 may be configured using a plu-
rality of resistances.

The second switching unit 340 may be turned on before,
after, or simultancously with the first switching umt 320.
The second switching unit 340 may be an N-type BJT. In this
case, an emitter of the N-type BJT may be grounded, a base
of the N-type BJT may be commonly connected to the
collector of the P-type BJT and the second resistance 330,
and a collector of the N-type BJT may be a connected to a
voltage source (VDD) through the third resistance 3350. In
one example, the voltage (V2 voltage) of the collector of the
P-type BIT i1s greater than the threshold voltage of the
N-type BJT when the P-type BIT 1s turned on. As a result,
the N-type BIT 1s turned on 1n response to the turn-on of the
P-type BIT. A resistance value of the second resistance 330
may be set to be greater than or equal to a value that 1s
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obtained by dividing the threshold voltage of the N-type BJT
by a current through the collector of the P- -type BIT.

Although the second switching unit 340 1s configured
using the N-type BJT in the illustrative example of FIG. 5,
the second switching unit 340 may be configured using other
switching elements.

The output umt 360" produces an output indicating
whether the LED array 200 1s open based on whether the
second switching umt 340 i1s turned on. Specifically, the
output unit 360' 1s operatively connected to a node that is
commonly connected to the second switching unit 340 and
the third resistance 350. In the exemplary embodiment of
FIG. 5, if the LED array 200 1s open, the output unit 360
outputs a voltage of a high electric potential (for example,
SV). It the LED array 200 1s normally operating, the output
unit 360" outputs a voltage of a low electric potential (for
example, 1V).

The operation of the detecting unit 300 according to the
second 1illustrative configuration will be explained below
with reference to FIGS. 6 A and 6B.

FIGS. 6 A and 6B are views to explain the operation of the
detecting unit 300" according to the second illustrative
configuration. Specifically, FIG. 6 A illustrates the operation
of the detecting unmit 300' when the LED array 200 is
normally operating. FIG. 6B illustrates the operation of the
detecting unit 300' 11 the LED array 200 1s open.

Referring to FIG. 6A, the LED array 200 1s normally
operating. Accordingly, a constant current flows through the
LED array 200 and a constant current also flows through the
resistance unit 310. As a result, a voltage exerted to the
resistance unit 310 1s greater than the threshold voltage of
the first switching unit 320. The first switching unit 320 1s
turned on and a voltage of the collector of the first switching,
unit 320, that 1s, a voltage of the second resistance, R, has
a voltage value of a predetermined level (V,=R,*L,).
Accordingly, the second switching unit 340 1s turned on and
the output unit 360 outputs a low voltage value (VDD-
R, *1;) indicating that the LED array 200 1s not open.

Referring to FIG. 6B, the LED array 200 1s open. Accord-
ingly, a constant current does not flow through the LED
array 200 and a constant current does not flow through the
resistance unit 310. Therefore, the first switching unit 320 1s
turned ofl. That 1s, a voltage of the collector of the first
switching umt 320, or a voltage of a second resistance, R,
1s OV. Accordingly, the second switching unit 340 1s turned
ofl and the output unit 360 outputs a hlgh voltage value
(VDD) indicative that the LED array 200 1s open.

As described above, the detecting unit 300' according to
an 1llustrative conﬁguration detects whether the LED array
200 1s open based on whether a current flows in the LED
array 200. As a result, the detecting unit 300' can precisely
detect whether the LED array 200 1s open, regardless of an
abnormal forward voltage.

Although it 1s detected whether one LED array i1s open 1n
the 1llustrative examples described, the detecting unit 300
may detect whether a plurality of LED arrays are open. This
will be turther explained below with reference to FIGS. 7 to
9.

FIG. 7 1s a circuit diagram of a detecting unit according
to a third 1illustrative configuration.

Referring to FIG. 7, the detecting unit 300" according to
the third illustrative configuration includes a plurality of
detecting circuits 300-1 to 300-2, where n 1s an 1nteger
number greater than one. Although FIG. 7 illustrates one of
the detecting circuits 300-7, 1t can be appreciated that a
plurality of detecting circuits 300-1 to 300-» may be
included and may be connected in parallel. The configura-
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tion of each of the detecting circuits 300-1 to 300-7 1s similar
to the illustrative configuration shown in FIG. 5. Thus, a
detailed description of the detecting circuit 300-7 1s omitted.
The detecting unit 300" also includes an enable circuit 370,
a determination circuit 390, and an output unit 360".

The enable circuit 370 receives an enable signal from the
controller 400 indicative of whether the detecting unit 300"
will be operated. Specifically, the enable circuit 370 includes
a single switching element 371 and a plurality of resistances
373, 374, and 372. Accordingly, 11 an enable signal 1s 1nput
from the controller 400, the switching element 371 1s turned
on.

The determination circuit 390 includes a plurality of
switching elements 391 and 392, which are connected 1n
parallel 1n correspondence to a number of LED arrays.
Specifically, each of the switching elements 391 and 392
may be realized by an N-type BJT. An emitter of the N-type
BJT 1s grounded, a base of the N-type BIT 1s operatively
connected to an output end of each of the detecting circuits
(that 1s, a base of the switching element 392 1s operatively
connected to the output end of the detecting circuit 300-7),
and a collector of the N-type BJT 1s connected to the enable
circuit 370. Although the determination circuit 390 1s con-
figured using a plurality of BI'ls, the determination circuit
390 may be configured using an OR logic circuit element
because the plurality of BJTs may be operated as an OR
logic circuait.

IT at least one of the plurality of switching elements 391
and 392 1s turned off, the output unit 360" may produce
output indicating that there 1s an open LED array. Specifi-
cally, the output unit 360" may be operatively connected to
a node that 1s commonly connected to the switching element
of the enable circuit 370 and the resistance 372. In the
exemplary configuration of FIG. 7, 11 there 1s an open LED
array, the output unit 360" outputs a voltage of a low electric
potential (for example, O0V). Also, 1T all of the LED arrays are
normally operating, the output unit 360" outputs a voltage of
a high electric potential (for example, 5V).

The operation of the detecting unit 300" according to the
third 1llustrative configuration will be explained below with
reference to FIGS. 8 and 9.

FIGS. 8 and 9 are views to explain the operation of the
detecting unit 300" according to the third illustrative con-
figuration. Specifically, FIG. 8 1s 1llustrates the operation of
the detecting umt 300" when all of the LED arrays are
normally operating. FIG. 9 illustrates the operation of the
detecting unit 300" when one LED array is open.

Referring to FIG. 8, when all of the LED arrays normally
operating, a constant current flows through each of the LED
arrays and, thus, a constant current flows through the first
resistance 310-1 and 310-2. Therefore, a voltage exerted to
the first resistance 310-1 and 310-2 i1s greater than the
threshold voltage of the P-type BITs or the first switching
units 320-1 and 320-2. The first switching units 320-1 and
320-2 1s turned on and a voltage of the second resistances
330-1 and 330-2, corresponding to the at least one of the first
and second switching units 320-1 and 320-2, has a voltage
value of a predetermined level (V,=R,*1,). Accordingly, the
N-type BIT or the second switching units 340-1 and 340-2
are turned on and the collector of the first switching units
320-1 and 320-2 has a low voltage value (VDD-R,*1,).

Also, all of the switching elements 391 and 392 of the
determination circuit 370 are turned ofl, and, even 1if the
switching element 371 1s turned on as an enable signal 1s
input, the collector of the switching element 371 has a high
voltage value (VDD). As a result, the output unit 360 outputs
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a voltage of a high electric potential informing that all of the
LED arrays are normally operating.

Referring to FI1G. 9, one LED array 1s normally operating
and another LED array 1s open and does not allow a constant
current to flow therein. The operation of the detecting circuit
operatively connected to the LED array that normally oper-
ates has been described with reference to FIG. 8 and, thus,
an explanation 1s omitted.

Because a constant current does not flow 1n a resistance in
a detecting umt 300-2 operatively connected to the opened
LED array, the first switching unit 320-2 1s turned off.
Accordingly, the second resistance 330-2 has a voltage of
0V and, thus, the second switching unit 340-2 1s turned off.
Therefore, the collector of the second switching unit 340-2
has a high voltage value (VDD).

Accordingly, the switching element 391 of the switching
clements 391 and 392 in the determination circuit 370 is
turned ofl and the switching element 392 is turned on. If the
switching element 371 1s turned on because the enable signal
1s input, a current path 1s generated by the resistance 372, the
switching element 371, and the switching element 392. Also,
the collector of the switching element 371 has a low voltage
value. Accordingly, the output unit 360 may output a voltage
of a low electric potential informing that at least one of the
LED arrays 1s open.

As described above, because the detecting unit 300"
according to the present exemplary configuration detects
whether the plurality of LED arrays are open according to
whether a current flows in each of the plurality of LED
arrays, the detecting unit 300" can precisely detect whether
the plurality of LED arrays are open regardless of an
abnormal forward voltage.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
third, etc. may be used herein to describe various elements,
components, units and/or sections, these elements, compo-
nents, units and/or sections should not be limited by these
terms. These terms are only used to distinguish one element,
component, unit or section ifrom another region, layer or
section. These terms do not necessarily imply a specific
order or arrangement of the elements, components, regions,
layers and/or sections. Thus, a first element, component, unit
or section discussed below could be termed a second ele-
ment, component, unit or section without departing from the
teachings description of the present invention.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which the present invention belongs. It will be further
understood that terms, such as those defined 1n commonly
used dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning,
that 1s consistent with theirr meaning 1n the context of the
relevant art and will not be interpreted in an idealized or
overly formal sense unless expressly so defined herein.

A number of examples have been described above. Nev-
ertheless, 1t will be understood that various modifications
may be made. For example, suitable results may be achieved
if the described techniques are performed in a different order
and/or 1f components 1n a described system, architecture,
device, or circuit are combined 1n a different manner and/or
replaced or supplemented by other components or their
equivalents. Accordingly, other implementations are within
the scope of the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A detecting circuit to detect whether an LED array 1s
open, the detecting circuit comprising:

a resistance umt operatively connected in series to the
LED array;
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a first switching unit configured to be turned on when a
voltage of the resistance unit 1s greater than or equal to
a predetermined voltage level;

a second switching unit configured to be turned on 1n
response to the first switching unit being turned on, and

an output unit configured to produce an output indicative
of whether the LED array 1s open, based on the first
switching unit or the second switching unit.

2. The detecting circuit as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein the
first switching unit maintains a turn-ofl state preventing a
current from flowing when the LED array is open.

3. The detecting circuit as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein the
first switching unit 1s a P-type bipolar junction transistor
(BIT),

wherein an emitter of the P-type BIT 1s commonly

connected to the LED array and one end of the resis-
tance unit, a base of the P-type BIT 1s operatively
connected to another end of the resistance unit, and a

collector of the P-type BJT i1s grounded through a
second resistance, and

wherein the predetermined voltage level 1s a threshold

voltage of the P-type BIT.

4. The detecting circuit as claimed 1n claim 3, wherein a
resistance value of the resistance unit 1s greater than or equal
to a value obtained by dividing the threshold voltage of the
P-type BIT by a constant current flowing through the LED
array.

5. The detecting circuit as claimed 1n claim 3,

wherein the output unit 1s configured to produce an output

indicating whether the LED array 1s open based on
whether the second switching unit 1s turned on.

6. The detecting circuit as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
second switching unit 1s an N-type bipolar junction transis-
tor (BJT),

wherein an emitter of the N-type BIT 1s grounded, a base

of the N-type BJT 1s operatively connected to the
collector of the P-type BIT, and a collector of the
N-type BJT 1s operatively connected to a voltage
source through a third resistance.

7. The detecting circuit as claimed 1n claim 6, wherein the
second resistance 1s disposed between the first switching
umt and ground, and a resistance value of the second
resistance 1s greater than or equal to a value obtained by
dividing a threshold voltage of the N-type BJT by a current
of the collector of the P-type BJT.

8. The detecting circuit as claimed 1n claim 7, wherein
when a constant current does not flow through the LED
array, current does not tlow through the resistance unait, the
first switching unit 1s turned ofl, the second switching unit
1s turned ofl, and the output unit 1s configured to output a
high voltage value (VDD) indicative that the LED array 1s
open.

9. The detecting circuit as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein the
detecting circuit detects whether LED arrays are open,

wherein the resistance unit comprises resistances opera-

tively and respectively connected 1n series to the LED
arrays,

wherein the first switching unit comprises switching ele-

ments operatively and respectively connected to the
resistances of the resistant unit, and

wherein the output unit 1s configured to produce an output

indicating that an open LED array ex1ists when at least
one of the switching elements 1s turned oil

10. The detectmg circuit as claimed 1n claim 1 wherein
the resistance unit 1s directly connected in series to the LED
array.




US 9,635,746 B2

13

11. The detecting circuit as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the resistance unit 1s operatively connected at one end to the
LED array and operatively connected at another end to an
LED driving unit configured to adjust a level of a driving
current in the LED array.

12. An LED driver apparatus, comprising:

an LED array;

an LED driving circuit configured to provide a drniving
voltage and a current to the LED array;

a {irst resistance unit operatively connected in series to the

LED array;

a first switching unit configured to be turned on when a
voltage of the first resistance unit 1s greater than or
equal to a first predetermined level;

a second switching unit configured to be commonly
connected to the first switching unit and a second
resistance unit and to be turned on when a voltage of
the second resistance unit has a voltage value of a
second predetermined level; and

a detecting unit configured to detect that the LED array 1s
open when the current does not flow through the LED
array and the first switching unit and the second switch-
ing unit are turned ofl.

13. The LED dniver apparatus as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the detecting unit comprises:
the first resistance unit;
the first switching unit; the second switching unit; the

second resistance unit; and

an output unit configured to produce an output indicating,
whether the LED array 1s open based on whether first
switching unit or second switching unit 1s turned on.

14. The LED drniver apparatus as claimed in claim 13,
wherein the first switching unit maintains a turn-off state
when the LED array 1s open and a current does not tlow.

15. The LED dniver apparatus as claimed in claim 13,
wherein the first switching unit 1s a P-type bipolar junction
transistor (BJT),

wherein an emitter of the P-type BIT i1s commonly
connected to the LED array and one end of the first
resistance unit, a base of the P-type BIT 1s operatively
connected to another end of the first resistance unit, and
a collector of the P-type BIT 1s grounded through the
second resistance unit, and
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wherein the predetermined voltage level 1s a threshold

voltage of the P-type BIT.

16. The LED dniver apparatus as claimed in claim 185,
wherein a resistance value of the first resistance unit 1s
greater than or equal to a value obtained by dividing the
threshold voltage of the P-type BJT by a constant current
flowing through the LED array.

17. The LED dniver apparatus as claimed in claim 185,
wherein the second switching unit configured to be turned
on 1n response to the first switching unit being turned on, and

wherein the output unit 1s configured to produce an output

indicating whether the LED array 1s open based on
whether the second switching unit 1s turned on.

18. The LED drniver apparatus as claimed in claim 17,
wherein the second switching unit 1s an N-type bipolar
junction transistor (BJT), and

wherein an emitter of the N-type BIT 1s grounded, a base

of the N-type BJT 1s operatively connected to the
collector of the P-type BIT, and a collector of the
N-type BJT 1s operatively connected to a voltage
source through a third resistance unit.

19. The LED dniver apparatus as claimed in claim 18,
wherein the second resistance unit 1s disposed between the
first switching unit and ground, and a resistance value of the
second resistance unit 1s greater than or equal to a value
obtained by dividing a threshold voltage of the N-type BIT
by a current of the collector of the P-type BJT.

20. The LED dniver apparatus as claimed in claim 13,
wherein the LED dniver apparatus comprises LED arrays,

wherein the resistance unmit comprises resistances opera-

tively and respectively connected 1n series to the LED
arrays,

wherein the first switching unit comprises-a switching

clements operatively and respectively connected to the
resistances of the resistant unit, and

wherein the output unit 1s configured to produce an output

indicating that an open LED array exists when at least
one of the switching elements 1s turned ofl.

21. The LED dniver apparatus as claimed in claim 13,
further comprising;:

a controller configured to stop operating the LED driving

circuit when an opened LED array 1s detected.
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