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1
FOOD CONTAINER ORGANIZER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a food container organizer hav-
ing pluralities of variously-sized upstanding pedestals and
l1d baskets mounted on a flat support base by which corre-
sponding pluralities of variously-sized food containers and
their lids are efliciently stored and sorted by size. By virtue
of the organizer herein disclosed, the food containers and the
lids can be grouped 1n an orderly, neat and compact arrange-
ment to enable convenient and selective access thereto on an
as-needed basis.

2. Background Art

Non-breakable food containers have long been used 1n
which to store, refrigerate and transport a variety of food
items. A lid 1s commonly associated with each food con-
tainer. The food containers and their lids are manufactured
in a variety of sizes to accommodate correspondingly dii-
ferent volumes and types of food.

When the food containers are not being used, 1t 1s pref-
erable to store them in an out-of-the-way location 1n a
kitchen or a similar facility until they are needed. Where
many food container and lids must be stored prior to their
use (such as 1n the case of a residential kitchen or a larger
large food distribution center), a large amount of space 1s
often consumed. Moreover, the random storage of a large
number of mdividual food containers having diflerent sizes
may be disorganized and inconvement especially 1n the case
where a food container and its matching lid having a
particular size must be quickly located among many other
containers.

Therefore, what would be desirable 1s an etfhcient food
container organizer for storing a variety of variously-sized
food containers and their matching lids such that the con-
tainers and the lids can be grouped together according to
their size 1 an orderly, neat and compact arrangement to
enable convenient and selective access thereto on an as-
needed basis.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In general terms, a compact food container organizer 1s
disclosed by which stacks of variously-sized food containers
and theiwr lids are stored and sorted by size. The food
container organmizer mcludes a plurality of upstanding ped-
estals attached to a flat support base. Each of the pedestals
has a different length above the support base. A correspond-
ing plurality of (e.g., disk-shaped) interchangeable end caps
are detachably connected to respective ones of the upstand-
ing pedestals upon which the bottoms of mverted stacks of
the round or rectangular food containers are seated. The end
caps can be detached from their pedestals and replaced by
end caps having different shapes and/or sizes. A plurality of
l1d baskets are attached to the flat base adjacent the upstand-
ing pedestals. The lid baskets are preferably rectangular 1n
shape and have different sizes to accommodate therewithin
lids of different size that are used to cover the food con-
tainers.

The food container organizer enables a variety of food
containers and their lids to be grouped according to their size
in an orderly, neat and compact arrangement on the support
base so as to be 1deal for storage 1n a pull-out drawer or on
a shell of a pantry. More particular, stacks of identical food
containers are first mverted and then laid over top the
correspondingly sized end caps of the upstanding pedestals.
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Stacks of the lids for the containers are placed end-to-end
one another 1n one of the lid baskets depending upon the size
of the lids. Accordingly, convemient and selective access 1s
available on an as-needed basis to any of the stacked food

containers seated on the end caps of the pedestals and the
container lids located within the lid baskets.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective illustration of a compact food
container organizer according to a preferred embodiment of
this invention having variously sized upstanding pedestals
and lid baskets mounted on a support base for holding and
storing stacks of variously-sized food containers and their
lids; and

FIG. 2 shows the compact food orgamzer of FIG. 1
creating an orderly, neat and easily-manageable platform
wherein 1nverted stacks of food containers are positioned
over respective pedestals and stacks of lids are placed in Iid
baskets depending upon the sizes of the containers and their

lids.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

A preferred embodiment for a compact food container
organizer 1 1n accordance with the present invention 1s
disclosed while referring concurrently to FIGS. 1 and 2 of
the drawings. As will be explained heremnafter, the food
container organizer 1 1s particularly adapted to provide an
orderly, neat and easily-manageable platform upon which to
stack and sort a variety of different conventional food
containers having a variety of diflerent shapes. By way of
example only, the food containers to be stacked and sorted
on the organizer 1 are made from plastic and are commer-
cially available from diflerent manufacturers under the
trademarks RUBBERMAID®, TUPPERWARE®, and oth-
ers.

The food container organizer 1 includes a flat support base
3 that 1s preferably manufactured from a durable material
such as acrylic or the like. The support base 3 1s 1deally sized
to fit within a large pull-out drawer or on a shelf 1n a pantry
so that the food containers being stacked on the organizer
will be readily available to users.

A plurality of pedestals 5 stand upwardly from the support
base 3. The pedestals 5 are connected to the support base 3
by means of fasteners (not shown) which run through the
support base into the bottom of each pedestal. It 1s important
that the pedestals 5 have diflerent lengths relative to one
another i order to provide support for food containers
having different sizes. By way of example only, some of the
upstanding pedestals 3-1 have a length of four inches above
the support base 3. Other ones of the pedestals 5-2 have a
length of three and one half inches. Still another pedestal 5-3
has a length of three inches, while a different pedestal 5-4
has a length of two inches.

Each of the upstanding pedestals § 1s preferably made
from a durable acrylic material. While the pedestals 5 shown
in the drawings have a cylindrical shape, 1t 1s to be under-
stood that this shape 1s for purposes of example only, and the
pedestals may have any other suitable shape over which a
food container can be positioned.

Connected to the tops of at least some of the upstanding,
pedestals 5 of the organizer 1 are respective interchangeable
end caps 7. However, at least one of the pedestals (e.g., the
shortest pedestal designated 5-4) need have no end cap
connected thereto. Like the pedestals 5, the end caps 7 have
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different sizes relative to one another in order to hold
different food containers as will soon be explained. Although
the particular shape of the end caps 7 1s not to be considered
a limitation of this invention, 1t 1s preferable that the end
caps have a round disk shape. By virtue of a disk shape, the
end caps 7 can conveniently recerve and reliably hold both
round and square shaped food containers that are positioned
over the pedestals 5.

By way of example only, some of the disk-shaped end
caps 7-1 (e.g., those connected to the longest pedestals 5-1)
have a diameter of four and one half inches. Another end cap
7-2 connected to the pedestal 5-2 has a diameter of three and
one half inches. A different end cap 7-2 connected to
pedestal 5-3 has a diameter of three inches. As previously
indicated, the shortest pedestal 5-4 has no end cap connected
to the top thereof.

Each of the interchangeable end caps 7 1s detachably
connected to the top of a respective upstanding pedestal 5 by
means of a removable fastener 9. That 1s, by removing one
or more of the fasteners, one or more of the end caps 7 can
be correspondingly detached from its pedestal 5. By virtue
of the foregoing, any one of the end caps 7 can be replaced
with a new end cap or mterchanged with any other end cap
according to the sizes and the number of the food containers
to be stacked on the organizer 1.

Seated on top of the support base 3 adjacent the upstand-
ing pedestals § are a plurality of lid baskets 10. The Iid
baskets 10 are preferably attached to the base 3 by means of
fasteners 12 extending through the baskets and 1nto the base.
Like the upstanding pedestals 5 and the end caps 7 con-
nected thereto, the baskets have diflerent sizes relative to
one to accommodate the lids which cover the food contain-
ers that are stacked on the organizer 1.

Each of the lid baskets 10 preferably has a rectangular
shape to be able to receive a stack of both rectangular and/or
round container lids. By way of example, a first pair of lid
baskets 10-1 and 10-2 have an identical length of seven
inches. The pair of id baskets 10-1 and 10-2 may also have
an 1dentical (e.g., five inches) or a different width so that,
and as will soon be described, the container lids may be
stacked 1n different directions along the first pair of baskets
10-1 and 10-2 depending upon the sizes of the lids.

Each one of an identical second pair of lid baskets 10-3
and 10-4 has a square shape with each side thereof having
a length of, for example, three inches. While a pair of
identical lid baskets 10-3 and 10-4 1s shown, only a single
basket need be connected to the support base adjacent lid
baskets 10-1 and 10-2. By virtue of the addition of small
(relative to the size of the lid baskets 10-1 and 10-2) lid
baskets 10-3 and 10-4, the organizer 1 will be advanta-
geously capable of storing one or more stacks of correspond-
ingly small container lids.

Use of the compact food container organizer 1 of this
invention 1s now described for storing and sorting stacks of
food containers and their lids while referring particularly to
FIG. 2 of the drawings. A first stack of relatively large food
containers 20 1s shown inverted and positioned one on top of
the other over the largest upstanding pedestal 5-1 so as to
rest on the support base 3. The bottoms of the first stack of
inverted containers 20 are seated upon the opposing end cap
7-1 which has the longest diameter and 1s connected to the
pedestal 5-1. A second stack of smaller food containers 22
1s mverted and positioned one on top of the other over a
shorter one of the upstanding pedestals 35-3. The bottoms of
the second stack of inverted containers 22 are seated upon
the opposing end cap 7-3 connected to the pedestal 5-3. A
third stack of the smallest food containers 24 1s inverted and
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positioned one on top of the other over the shortest pedestal
5-4. In this case, the pedestal 5-4 has no end cap connected
thereto. Therefore, the bottoms of the third stack of inverted
containers 24 are located directly over top of and seated
upon the opposing top of the pedestal 5-4.

A first stack of relatively large container lids 30 1s shown
stored within the largest lid basket 10-1 and held 1n upright
side-by-side alignment with one another. The container lids
30 extend across the width of the basket 10-1. A second stack

of smaller container lids 32 1s also held in upright side-by-
side alignment within the lid basket 10-2. In this case, the
container lids 32 extend across the length of the basket 10-2.
A stack of the smallest container lids 34 1s held 1n upright
side-by-side alignment within either one (or both) of the
smallest 11d baskets 10-3 or 10-4. The container lids 34 can
extend across either the length or the width of the basket
(e.g., 10-4).

Some or all of the upstanding pedestals 5 and the Iid
baskets 10 mounted to the support base 3 can be used for
storage purposes depending upon the number and size of the
food containers 20, 22 and 24 and their lids 30, 32 and 34
to be stacked within and sorted by the food container
organizer 1. In this regard, 1t may be appreciated that both
the containers and the lids are grouped according to their
s1ze 1n an orderly, neat and compact configuration to enable
convenient and selective access thereto on an as-needed
basis.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A combination comprising:

a first food container having a bottom and a first size
above said bottom;

a second food container having a bottom and a second size
above said bottom, the size of said first food container
being greater than the size of said second food con-
tainer:;

a first Iid for said first food container;

a second lid for said second food container, said first lid
being larger than said second lid; and

an organizer for storing and sorting said first and second
food containers and said first and second lids therefor,
said organizer comprising:

a base,

at least first and second pedestals attached to and standing
upwardly from said base, said first and second pedes-
tals having different lengths above said base so that the

first food container having the first size can be posi-
tioned to lie over and surround said first pedestal such
that the bottom of the first food container 1s seated on
said first pedestal and the second food container having,
the second size can be positioned to lie over and
surround said second pedestal such that the bottom of
the second food container 1s seated on said second
pedestal, and

at least first and second lid baskets attached to said base

and having different sizes so as to accommodate
respective ones of said first and second lids having
different sizes.

2. The organizer recited in claim 1, further comprising a
first end cap connected to the top of at least the first pedestal
to create a seat on which the bottom of the first food
container 1s seated when said first food container 1s posi-
tioned to lie over and surround said first pedestal.

3. The organizer recited 1n claim 2, wherein said first end
cap 1s detachably connected to said first pedestal by a
fastener extending through said end cap, said fastener being
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removable from said first end cap so that the end cap can be
detached from said first pedestal and replaced by a different
end cap.

4. The organizer recited in claim 2, wherein the first end
cap connected to the top of said first pedestal 1s a disk having
a first diameter.

5. The organizer recited 1n claim 4, further comprising a
second end cap connected to the top of the second pedestal
to create a seat on which the bottom of the second food
container 1s seated when said second food container is
positioned to lie over and surround said second pedestal.

6. The organizer recited in claim 5, wherein the second
end cap connected to the top of said second pedestal 1s a disk
having a second diameter, the length of said first pedestal
and the diameter of said first end cap being greater than the
length of said second pedestal and the diameter of said
second end cap.

7. The organizer recited in claim 1, wherein each of said
first and second l1d baskets has a length and a width, one of

than the same one of the length or the width of said second

1d basket.
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