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1

ENCODED INFORMATION READING
TERMINAL CONFIGURED TO
PRE-PROCESS IMAGES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The mnvention 1s generally related to systems for decoding
optical 1ndicia and 1s specifically related to encoded infor-
mation reading (EIR) terminals configured to pre-process
1mages.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Barcodes are graphical representations of data, the most
common of which are referred to as one dimensional (1D)
and two dimensional (2D) barcodes. 1D barcodes are images
that represent data by varying the widths and spacings of
parallel lines. 2D barcodes are also images that represent
data, but 1n addition to the parallel lines, or bars, a 2D
barcodes may contain rectangles, dots, hexagons and other
geometric patterns in two dimensions. The data encoded 1n
the barcodes are interpreted by optical scanners and/or
soltware. Barcodes can be scanned by special optical scan-
ners called barcode readers as well as by general purpose
devices such as smart phones.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, there 1s provided an encoded infor-
mation reading (EIR) terminal comprising a microprocessor,
a memory, and an EIR device including a two-dimensional
imager. The EIR device can be configured to output raw
message data containing an encoded message and/or out-
putting a decoded message corresponding to an encoded
message. The EIR terminal can be configured, responsive to
acquiring an image containing decodable indicia, to deter-
mine the quality of the image using one or more methods of
determining 1image quality. The EIR terminal can be further
configured to transmit the image to an external computer for
decoding the decodable indicia, responsive to ascertaining
that the mmage quality satisfies a pre-determined or an
adaptive condition.

In a further aspect, the image quality can be provided by
an 1mage quality metric calculated based on values of one or
more 1mage parameters. The 1mage parameters can comprise
sharpness, gamma, brightness, and/or contrast.

In a further aspect, the image quality metric can be
calculated as a weighted sum of the image parameters.

Alternatively, the image quality metric can be provided by
an ordered set of two or more numeric values.

In a further aspect, the methods of determining image
quality can comprise ascertaining a presence ol decodable
indicia within the image.

In another embodiment, there 1s provided an encoded
information reading (EIR) terminal comprising a micropro-
cessor, a memory, and an EIR device including a two-
dimensional imager. The EIR device can be configured to
output raw message data contaiming an encoded message
and/or outputting a decoded message corresponding to an
encoded message. The EIR terminal can be configured,
responsive to acquiring an image containing decodable
indicia, to scale the 1image using an adaptive scaling factor.
The EIR terminal can be further configured to transmait the
scaled 1mage to an external computer for decoding the

decodable indicia.
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In a further aspect, the EIR terminal can be further
configured to determine the adaptive scaling factor by
performing one or more 1terations comprising the following
steps:

1. scaling the 1image using the scaling factor;

11. transmitting the scaled image to the external computer;

and

111. adjusting the scaling factor based on the decoding

operation completion code recerved from the external
computer.

In a further aspect, the above 1terations can be performed
until a successiul decoding operation completion code 1s
received from the external computer. In another embodi-
ment, the 1terations can be performed until the scaling factor
reaches a pre-determined value.

In a further aspect, the scaling factor can be determined
based on the values of one or more parameters of the image.

In a further aspect, the scaling factor can be determined
based on the decoding operation completion codes receirved
from the external computer responsive to decoding 1mages
having the value of at least one parameter falling within the
pre-determined or dynamically calculated range of the value
of the corresponding parameter of the i1mage being pro-
cessed.

In another embodiment, there 1s provided an encoded
information reading (FIR) terminal comprising a micropro-
cessor, a memory, and an EIR device including a two-
dimensional imager. The EIR device can be configured to
output raw message data contaiming an encoded message
and/or outputting a decoded message corresponding to an
encoded message. The FIR terminal can be configured,
responsive to acquiring an image containing decodable
indicia, to perform one or more iterations comprising the
following steps:

1. pre-processing the acquired image based on the value of

at least one pre-processing parameter;

11. transmitting the pre-processed 1mage to an external

decoding computer for decoding the decodable 1indicia;
and

111. adjusting a value of the at least one pre-processing

parameter based on a decoding operation completion
code received from the external computer.

In a further aspect, the above iterations are performed
until a successiul decoding operation completion code 1s
received from the external computer.

In a further aspect, the values the pre-processing param-
cters can be adjusted based on the decoding operation
completion codes received from the external computer
responsive to decoding images having the value of at least
one parameter falling within the pre-determined or dynami-
cally calculated range of the value of the corresponding at
least one parameter of the 1image.

In a further aspect, the EIR terminal can further compris-
ing a wireless communication interface.

In one embodiment, the EIR terminal can be incorporated
into a point-oi-sale workstation. Alternatively the FIR ter-
minal of claim 14, wherein the EIR terminal can be provided
by a smart phone.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For the purpose of illustrating the invention, the drawings
show aspects of one or more embodiments of the invention.
However, 1t should be understood that the present invention
1s not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumen-
talities shown 1n the drawings, wherein:
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FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
hardware platform for carrying out a method of acquiring
and pre-processing an image by an EIR terminal;

FIGS. 2a-2¢ depict flowcharts of various embodiments of
a method of acquiring and pre-processing an 1image by an
EIR terminal;

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a component diagram of
one embodiment of a data decoding system:;

FI1G. 4 depicts a tlowchart of one embodiment of a method
of decodable indicia decoding by the data decoding system.

The drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead generally being placed upon illustrating the prin-
ciples of the invention. In the drawings, like numerals are
used to indicate like parts throughout the various views.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

L1

A growing variety of devices are currently being used for
bar code reading and decoding, ranging from specialized
scanners to smart phones. Supporting multiple hardware and
soltware platforms can become challenging for suppliers of
decoding software. One solution to supporting a large num-
ber of bar code reading devices representing a variety of
platforms 1s to split the imaging and decoding functions: an
image comprising decodable indicia can be acquired by a
portable or stationary scanner, €.g., by a point-of-sale (POS)
device, and can then be transmitted to an external server for
decoding. Since the imaging client can be completely agnos-
tic with respect to decoding algorithms employed by the
server, the problem of supporting a large variety of client
platforms can be solved by creating thin client imaging
applications. A typical thin client 1imaging application only
needs to be able to transfer an 1image of decodable indicia to
a decoding server over a network, and then receive decoded
message data from the server. As used herein, “message’ 1s
intended to denote a character string comprising alphanu-
meric and/or non-alphanumeric characters. An encoded
message can be used to convey information, such as iden-
tification of the source and the model of a product, for
example, mn a UPC code.

In a further aspect, the 1mage acquiring device can deter-
mine the quality of an acquired image and transmit the
image to the decoding server only the image quality satisfies
a pre-determined or adaptive (1.e., dynamically adjustable)
condition. In a further aspect, the quality of an acquired
image can be determined by assigning a quality metric to the
image based on the values of one or more 1image parameters.
Alternatively, tmage quality can be determined based on
ascertaining the presence of decodable indicia within the
image. A skilled artisan would appreciate the fact that other
methods of determining the image quality are within the
scope of this disclosure.

In another embodiment, the 1image acquiring device can
scale the acquired 1mage using an adaptive (1.e., dynamically
adjustable) scaling factor. In a further aspect, the scaling
factor can be determined based on the feedback received
from an external decoding computer: the 1mage acquiring
device can scale an acquired 1image using an imtial value of
the scaling factor and transmit the scaled image to the
external computer for decoding the decodable indicia con-
tained within the 1image. Responsive to receiving from the
external computer a completion code indicating an unsuc-
cessiul decoding attempt, the scaling factor can be adjusted
(e.g., by a pre-determined factor), and the image can be
scaled using the new scaling facture of the scaling factor.
The method can be repeated until a successtul decoding
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operation completion code and/or a decoding result 1is
received from the external computer, or the scaling factor
reaches a pre-determined value (e.g., the value of 1).

In a further aspect, the 1image parameters (e.g., target
values of the 1mage gamma, brightness, and/or contrast) can
be dynamically adjusted by the image acquiring device
responsive to recerving a feedback from the external decod-
INg server.

Thus, 1n one embodiment, there 1s provided an optical
indicia decoding system comprising an imaging client com-
puter (provided, e.g., by a portable FIR terminal ) comprising
an integrated and/or peripheral imaging device and one or
more decoding computers executing one or more decoding
processes. The imaging client and decoding computers can
be mutually communicatively coupled via one or more
communication networks. A “computer” herein shall refer to
a programmable device for data processing, including a
central processing unit (CPU), a memory, and at least one
communication interface. For example, in one embodiment,
a computer can be provided by an Intel-based server running
Linux operating system. In another embodiment, a computer
can be provided by a virtual server, 1.e., an 1solated 1nstance
ol a guest operating system running within a host operating
system. In another embodiment, a computer can be provided
by a smartphone. A “communication network”™ or “network™
herein shall refer to a set of hardware and software compo-
nents implementing a plurality of communication channels
between two or more computers. A network can be provided,
¢.g., by a local area network (LAN), or a wide area network
(WAN). While different networks can be designated herein,
it 1s recognized that a single network as seen from the
network layer of the OSI model can comprise a plurality of
lower layer networks, 1.e., what can be regarded as a single
Internet Protocol (IP) network, can include a plurality of
different physical networks.

The mmaging client can acquire an 1mage containing
decodable indicia (e.g., responsive to a user interface
action). In one embodiment, the 1imaging client can deter-
mine the quality of an acquired image and transmit the
image to the decoding server only the image quality satisfies
a pre-determined or adaptive (i.e., dynamically adjustable)
condition, as described i1n details herein infra. In another
embodiment, the imaging client can scale the acquired
image using an adaptive (1.e., dynamically adjustable) scal-
ing factor, as described in details herein infra. In a further
aspect, the image parameters can be dynamically adjusted by
the 1mage acquiring device responsive to receiving a feed-
back from the external decoding server. Responsive to
receiving a decoding request including an 1image containing
decodable indicia, the decoding process can decode the
decodable 1indicia into a decoded message and transmit the
decoded message and/or decoding operation completion
result back to the imaging client.

In another aspect, there 1s provided an EIR terminal
comprising an EIR device including a two-dimensional
imager capable of acquiring an 1mage of decodable indicia.
It 1s not necessary that a device’s primary function mvolve
reading and/or decoding encoded information 1n order to be
considered an FIR terminal; for example, a cellular tele-
phone, a smart phone, a PDA, or other portable computing
device that 1s capable of reading encoded information (e.g.,
bar codes) can be referred to as an EIR terminal for purposes
of this disclosure. As noted herein supra, the EIR terminal
can be configured to acquire an 1image of decodable 1ndicia
and transmit the 1image via a communication network to an
external computer for decoding.




US 9,558,386 B2

S

An exemplary hardware platform for carrying out the
above described 1mage acquiring and pre-processing by an
EIR terminal 1s shown and described with reference to the
block diagram of FIG. 1. The FIR terminal 100 can include
an 1maging device 1040 comprising an image sensor 1032.
The 1image sensor 1032 can in turn comprise a multiple pixel
image sensor array 1033 having pixels arranged 1n rows and
columns, associated column circuitry 1034, and row cir-
cuitry 1035. In one embodiment, the image sensor 1032 can
be provided by a charge-coupled device (CCD) image
sensor. In another embodiment, the 1mage sensor can be
provided by a complementary metal-oxide semiconductor
(CMOS) image sensor. A skilled artisan would appreciate
the fact that other types of image sensors are within the
scope of the invention.

Associated with the 1image sensor 1032 can be amplifier
circuitry 1036 and an analog to digital converter 1037
configured to convert the image information in the form of
analog signals read out of image sensor array 1033 into
image information in the form of digital signals. The image
sensor 1032 can also have an associated timing and control
circuit 1038 to control the exposure period of 1image sensor
1032 and/or gain applied to the amplifier circuitry 1036. The
noted circuit components 1032, 1036, 1037, and 1038 can be
packaged 1nto a common 1maging device 1040.

The EIR terminal 100 can be configured to read out
analog signals representative of light incident on one or
more pixels. The read out analog signals can be amplified by
the analog signal amplifier 1036. The analog signals can
then be fed to the mput of the ADC 1037. The resulting
digital values representative of the analog signals can be
stored 1n a system memory such as RAM 1080. The image
frame data stored in RAM 1080 can be in the form of
multi-bit pixel values, with each multi-bit pixel value rep-
resenting light incident on a pixel of 1image sensor array
1033. A memory 10835 of terminal 1000 can include RAM
1080, a nonvolatile memory such as EPROM 1082 and a
storage memory device 1084 such as may be provided by a
flash memory or a hard drive memory.

The EIR terminal 100 can include a direct memory access
unit (DMA) 1070 for routing image information read out
from 1mage sensor 1032 that has been subject to conversion
and storage to RAM 1080. In another embodiment, terminal
1000 can employ a system bus providing for bus arbitration
mechanism (e.g., a PCI bus) thus eliminating the need for a
central DMA controller. Other embodiments of the system
bus architecture and/or direct memory access components
providing for eflicient data transier between the i1mage
sensor 1032 and RAM 1080 can be provided.

In another aspect, the EIR terminal 100 can include a
variable focus 1maging lens 1110 for use 1n focusing an
image ol a decodable indicia located within a field of view
142 on a substrate 30 onto image sensor array 1033. Imaging
light rays can be transmitted about imaging axis 25. Variable
focus 1maging lens 1110 can be adapted to be capable of
multiple best focus distances and multiple focal lengths.

The EIR terminal 100 can also include an illumination
pattern light source bank 1204 for use 1n generating an
i1llumination pattern 60 substantially corresponding to a field
of view 142 of terminal 1000 and an aiming pattern light
source bank 1208 for use in generating an aiming pattern 70
on substrate 50. Shaping optics 1205 and 1209 can be
provided for shaping light from bank 1204 and bank 1208
into pattern 60 and into pattern 70 respectively. In use,
terminal 1000 can be oriented by an operator with respect to
a substrate 30 bearing decodable indicia 15 1 such manner
that aiming pattern 70 1s projected on a decodable 1indicia 15.
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Each of illumination pattern light source bank 1204 and
aiming pattern light source bank 1208 can include one or
more light sources. Variable focus imaging lens 1110 can be
controlled with use of focus control module 30 and the
illumination assembly comprising illumination pattern light
source bank 1204 and aiming pattern light source bank 1208
can be controlled with use of 1llumination assembly control
module 1220. Focus control module 30 can send signals to
variable focus 1imaging lens 1110 e.g., for changing a best
focus distance and/or a focal length of variable focus 1mag-
ing lens 1110. Illumination assembly control module 1220
can send signals to illumination pattern light source bank
1204 c.g., for changing a level of illumination output by
illumination pattern light source bank 1204.

The EIR terminal 100 can also include a number of
peripheral devices, e.g., a display 1304 for displaying such
information as captured image Irames, keyboard 1404,
pointing device 1406, and trigger 1408 which may be used
to make active a trigger signal 502 for activating frame
readout and/or certain decoding processes. The EIR terminal
100 can be adapted so that activation of trigger 1408
activates trigger signal 502 and initiates acquiring an image
ol decodable indicia.

The FIR terminal 100 can also include various interface
circuits for coupling the peripheral devices to system
address/data bus (system bus) 1500, for communication with
CPU 1060 which can also be coupled to system bus 1500.
The EIR terminal 100 can include circuit 1026 for coupling
image sensor timing and control circuit 1038 to system bus
1500, interface circuit 1118 for coupling focus control
module 30 to system bus 1500, interface circuit 1218 for
coupling 1llumination control assembly 1220 to system bus
1500, nterface circuit 1302 for coupling display 1304 to
system bus 1500, and interface circuit 1402 for coupling
keyboard 1404, pointing device 1406, and trigger 1408 to
system bus 1500.

In a further aspect, the EIR terminal 100 can include one
or more I/O mterfaces 1604, 1608 for providing communi-
cations with external devices (e.g., a decoding server or a
peer terminal 100). I/O interfaces 1604, 1608 can be pro-
vided by any combination of known network interfaces, e.g.,
Ethermmet (IEEE 802.3), USB, IEEE 802.11, Bluetooth,
CDMA, GSM.

In another aspect, the EIR terminal 100 can include CPU
1060 which can be configured to execute one or more
soltware processes. A “process” herein shall refer to an
instance ol a computer program that 1s being executed; 1n
some operating systems, several processes can be instanti-
ated simultaneously from the same computer program.

In one embodiment, one or more software processes can
be configured to read out image data stored 1n memory 1080
and perform 1mage pre-processing as described herein supra,
transmitting one or more 1mage for remote decoding, or
performing local decoding. In one embodiment, at least
some of the 1mage pre-processing functions described herein
supra can be performed by hardware modules and/or by a
combination of hardware modules and soiftware processes.

FIG. 2a depicts a flowchart of an 1llustrative embodiment
of a method of acquiring and pre-processing an 1mage by an
EIR terminal.

At steps 2010-2020, EIR terminal 100 can perform a GUI
iput loop, and responsive to establishing at step 2020 that
Get Image button has been pressed by the terminal’s user,
the processing can continue at step 2030; otherwise, the
method can branch to step 2050. A skilled artisan would
appreciate the fact that other ways of mitiating an image
acquiring operation are within the scope of this disclosure.
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At step 2030, the FIR terminal can acquire an image of
decodable 1ndicia. The image of decodable indicia acquired
by the FIR terminal can be provided by a raw image byte
stream or a compressed 1image byte stream (e.g., GIFF, TIFF,
JPEG or other standard or proprietary format).

At step 2050, the EIR terminal can determine the quality
of the acquired image. In one embodiment, the quality of an
acquired 1image can be determined by assigning a quality
metric to the image based the values of one or more 1image
parameters (for example, values of the image sharpness,
gamma, brightness, and/or contrast). In a further aspect, the
image quality can be calculated as a weighted sum of two or
more 1mage parameters; alternatively, the image quality can
be represented as an ordered set of two or more numeric
values, each representing a value of a pre-determined 1mage
parameter.

Alternatively, image quality can be determined based on
ascertaining the presence of decodable indicia within the
image. A skilled artisan would appreciate the fact that other
methods of determining the image quality are within the
scope of this disclosure.

Responsive to ascertaining, at step 2060, that the quality
of the acquired 1mage satisfies a chosen condition, the EIR
terminal can, at step 2070, transmit the acquired image to an
external server for decoding. In one embodiment, the con-
dition to be ascertained at step 2060 can be provided by a
pre-determined condition, for example, by specifying the
threshold value of the image quality metric and the desired
relation of the image quality to the threshold value (e.g., the
image quality metric should be more or equal to 5). Alter-
natively, the condition to be ascertained at step 2060 can be
provided by an adaptive condition, for example, by dynami-
cally calculating the threshold value of the image quality
metric, for example, based on the values of one or more
parameters received from the decoding computer or via the
user interface.

Responsive to ascertaining, at step 2060, that the quality
of the acquired 1image does not satisiy a pre-determined or
adaptive condition, the method can loop back to the GUI
input loop 2010-2020. In one embodiment, a user can be
notified of the unsatisfactory image quality at step 2080.

At steps 2090-2100, the EIR terminal can perform a
network input loop, and responsive to establishing that a
decoding result was received, process the received decoding
result at step 2110.

In one embodiment, the decoding result can include one
or more decoded messages and/or one or more decoding
operation completion codes. The decoding operation
completion code can, in one embodiment, contain a flag
indicating whether the decoding operation was successiul.
Responsive to ascertaining that the decoding operation was
successiul, the FIR terminal can be configured to display the
decoded message and/or transmit the decoded message to an
external computer (e.g., transmitting a retail item 1dentifier
to a store server to retrieve the product information).

In one embodiment, the decoding operation completion
code can contain an extended error code indicating the
reason for the decoding operation failure, for example, failed
to locate decodable indicia, decodable indicia symbol trun-
cated, msuthicient image resolution, etc. In one embodiment,
the FIR terminal can be configured to display the error
message corresponding to the extended error code.

After processing the decoding result at step 2110, the
method can terminate.

FI1G. 256 depicts a flowchart of another illustrative embodi-
ment of a method of acquiring and pre-processing an image
by an EIR terminal.
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At steps 2210-2220, FIR terminal 100 can perform a GUI
input loop, and responsive to establishing at step 2220 that
Get Image button has been pressed by the terminal’s user,
the processing can continue at step 2230; otherwise, the
method can branch to step 2250. A skilled artisan would
appreciate the fact that other ways of mitiating an 1mage
acquiring operation are within the scope of this disclosure.

At step 2230, the EIR terminal can acquire an image of
decodable indicia. The image of decodable indicia acquired
by the FIR terminal can be provided by a raw image byte
stream or a compressed 1image byte stream (e.g., GIFFE, TIFF,
JPEG or other standard or proprietary format).

At step 2250, the FIR termuinal can scale the acquired
image using a pre-determined or dynamically adjustable
value of the scaling factor. In one 1illustrative embodiment,
the EIR terminal can determine the scaling factor based on
the values of one or more parameters of the 1mage (e.g.,
image brightness, contrast, and/or sharpness). In another
illustrative embodiment, the EIR terminal can determine the
scaling factor based on one or more decoding operation
completion codes recerved from the external decoding com-
puter responsive to decoding 1mages having similar proper-
ties. Two 1mages can be considered to have similar proper-
ties a value of at least one parameter of the first image falls
within a pre-determined range of the value of the same
parameter of the second 1mage. In a yet another illustrative
embodiment, the range of the allowed parameter value
variation can be calculated dynamically, for example, based
on values of other parameters of the image.

At step 2260, the FIR terminal can transmit the resulting
scaled 1mage to an external computer for decoding.

At steps 2270-2280, the EIR terminal can perform a
network mput loop. Responsive to establishing that a decod-
ing result was received, the EIR terminal can, at step 2290,
analyze the decoding operation completion code to ascertain
whether the decoding operation was successtul.

Responsive to establishing at step 2290 that the decoding,
operation was successiul, the processing can continue at step
2310; otherwise, the EIR terminal can, at step 2300, adjust
the value of the scaling factor and loop back to step 2240.
In a further aspect, the value of the scaling factor can be
multiplied by a pre-defined value; alternatively, the scaling
factor can be adjusted by a value received from the external
computer, or by a value calculated based on the data
received from the external computer. In one illustrative
embodiment, the EIR terminal can adjust the scaling factor
based on the values of one or more parameters of the image
(e.g., 1mage brightness, contrast, and/or sharpness). In
another illustrative embodiment, the EIR terminal can adjust
the scaling factor based on the values of one or more
parameters of the 1mage and the decoding operation comple-
tion codes received from the external decoding computer for
images having similar properties.

At step 2310, the FIR terminal can process the received
decoding result (e.g., display the decoded message and/or
transmit the decoded message to an external computer, as
described 1n details herein supra).

After processing the decoding result at step 2310, the
method can terminate.

FIG. 2¢ depicts a flowchart of one illustrative embodi-
ment of a method of acquiring and pre-processing an 1image
by an EIR terminal.

At steps 2410-2420, EIR terminal 100 can perform a GUI
iput loop, and responsive to establishing at step 2420 that
Get Image button has been pressed by the terminal’s user,
the processing can continue at step 2430; otherwise, the
method can branch to step 2450. A skilled artisan would
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appreciate the fact that other ways of imtiating an 1mage
acquiring operation are within the scope of this disclosure.

At step 2430, the EIR terminal can acquire an image of
decodable 1ndicia. The image of decodable indicia acquired
by the FIR terminal can be provided by a raw image byte
stream or a compressed 1image byte stream (e.g., GIFFE, TIFF,
JPEG or other standard or proprietary format).

At step 2450, the FIR terminal can pre-process the
acquired 1mage based on the values of one or more 1image
parameters, for example, target image brightness, gamma,
and/or contrast. In a further aspect, before processing the
image, the EIR terminal can classily the image using one or
more classification criteria, and then apply the processing
parameters specific for the resulting image classification.
For example, images can be classified into color and mono-
chrome, with different processing parameters applied to
monochrome and to color images. In another example,
images can be classified 1into two or more groups based on
the original image size, with different processing parameters
applied to each of the groups based on the image size. In a
yet another example, images can be classified 1n to two or
more groups based on the original 1image brightness, with
different processing parameters applied to each of the groups
based on the image brightness. In a yet another example,
images can be classified 1n to two or more groups based on
the original image sharpness, with different processing
parameters applied to each of the groups based on the image
sharpness.

At step 2460, the EIR terminal can transmit the resulting
scaled 1mage to an external computer for decoding.

At steps 2470-2480, the EIR terminal can perform a
network input loop. Responsive to establishing that a decod-
ing result was received, the EIR terminal can, at step 2490,
adjust the value of one or more pre-processing parameters.
In one embodiment, a pre-processing parameter can be
adjusted by a pre-defined value. In another embodiment, a
pre-processing parameter can be adjusted by a value
received from the external computer, or by a value calcu-
lated based on the data received from the external computer.
The adjusted parameter values can be stored by the EIR
terminal to be used for subsequently acquired images.

Responsive to establishing at step 2500 that the decoding,
operation was successiul, the processing can continue at step
2510; otherwise, the method can loop back to step 2440.

At step 2510, the FIR terminal can process the received
decoding result (e.g., display the decoded message and/or
transmit the decoded message to an external computer, as
described in details herein supra).

After processing the decoding result at step 23510, the
method can terminate.

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates one embodiment of a
decoding system described herein. The decoding system
1000 can comprise a plurality of computers 120a-120z
communicatively coupled to a network 110a. Network 110a
can be provided, e.g., by Ethernet-based local area network,
and can be communicatively coupled to the Internet 170 via
one or more routers 130a-130% and/or one or more networks
1105-110%. An 1maging client 101a can be provided by a
portable encoded information reading (EIR) terminal com-
municatively coupled to a local area network 110m via a
wireless access point 140. Network 110m can be commu-
nicatively coupled to the Internet 170 via one or more
routers 130#:-130p and/or one or more networks 110#:-110p.
An 1maging client 1015 can be provided by an EIR terminal
mounted into a POS workstation and can be communica-
tively coupled to the local area network 110m via an
Ethernet communication interface. An imaging client 101c¢
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can be provided by a smart phone communicatively coupled
to a provider’s network 1107 via a GSM/GPRS base station
145. Network 1107 can be communicatively coupled to the
Internet 170 via one or more routers 130»-130z and/or one
or more networks 110s-110z.

In one embodiment, the decoding system 1000 can follow
a cloud computing model, by providing an on-demand
network access to a shared pool of configurable computing
resources (e.g., servers, storage, applications, and/or ser-
vices) that can be rapidly provisioned and released with
minimal or nor resource management effort, including inter-
action with the service provider, by the consumer (operator
of a thin client). One characteristic of the cloud computing
model 1s that a consumer can unilaterally provision com-
puting capabilities, such as CPU power and storage capacity
on the network, as needed automatically without requiring
human interaction with the service’s provider. The resources
of the cloud can be accessed by thin clients over a network.

In another aspect, 1maging clients can access cloud-based
decoding applications executed by computers 120a-120z via
a single point of entry, e.g., via a single IP address or
uniform resource identifier (URI). In one embodiment, the
single point of entry IP address can be assigned to a load
balancing component provided, e.g., by router 130a or by a
dedicated load balancer 1207. In another embodiment, the
single point of entry URI can include a fully-qualified host
name resolvable by a DNS server mto one or more IP
addresses of computers 1204-120z. In a yet another embodi-
ment, the single point of entry URI can include a fully-
qualified host name resolvable by a DNS server into an IP
address of the dedicated load balancer 1207 which can act as
a server-sitde HI'TP proxy by forwarding HTTP requests
from the imaging clients 101a-101z to HTTP processes
running on the decoding computers 120a-120z. The server-
side HT'TP proxy can preserve HI'TP or application-level
sessions by forwarding all TCP packets from one client to
the same server. Thus, an imaging client accessing the
cloud-based decoding applications can be agnostic with
respect to the number of computers 120a-120z, topology of
the local area networks 110a-1105, aspects of load balancing
among the computers 1204-120z and other server-side
implementation details.

For preventing unauthorized access to the cloud-based
decoding services, decoding system 1000 can require an
imaging client to be authenticated belore processing any
decoding requests.

In a further aspect, a decoding process can, responsive to
completing a decoding operation, transmit the decoding
operation result including decoded message data and/or the
decoding operation completion code to the imaging client.
The decoding operation completion code can, 1n one
embodiment, contain a flag indicating whether the decoding
operation was successiul. In another embodiment, the
decoding operation completion code can contain the number
of decoding attempts performed. In a yet another embodi-
ment, the decoding operation completion code can contain
an extended error code indicating the reason for the decod-
ing operation failure, for example, failed to locate decodable
indicia, decodable indicia symbol truncated, insuilicient
image resolution, etc.

In a further aspect, a decoding request transmitted by the
imaging client can comprise one or more client configura-
tion parameters, for example, client device model, client
device serial number, aperture value, shutter speed, and ISO
value. In one embodiment, one or more client configuration
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parameters (e.g., aperture value, shutter speed, and ISO
value) can be used as iput parameters for decoding algo-
rithms.

In another aspect, the 1imaging client can be provided by
a large variety of imaging devices. In one embodiment, the
imaging client can be provided by a mobile computing
device (e.g., an encoded information reading (EIR) terminal,
or a smartphone) comprising an integrated imaging device
or a peripheral 1imaging device. An integrated 1maging
device can be provided, e.g., by a two-dimensional 1mager
incorporated into the housing of the mobile computing
device and communicatively coupled to other components
of the mobile computing device, including, e.g., a data bus,
a processor or a communication interface. A peripheral
imaging device can be provided, e.g., by a still image or
video camera disposed 1n a separate housing and commu-
nicatively coupled to the mobile computing device (e.g., via
Bluetooth interface).

In another embodiment, the 1maging client can be pro-
vided by a general purpose computing device (e.g., a note-
book computer or a desktop computer) comprising an inte-
grated 1maging device or a peripheral imaging device. In a
yet another embodiment, the imaging client can be provided
by a computing device by a computing device integrated
into a POS system (e.g., a retail cashier’s workstation)
comprising an integrated imaging device or a peripheral
imaging device. As noted herein supra, 1n one embodiment,
the 1maging client can be provided by an encoded 1informa-
tion reading (EIR) terminal.

FI1G. 4 depicts a tlowchart of one embodiment of a method
of decodable indicia decoding by the above described data
decoding system.

At step 410, an 1maging client can acquire an 1mage
containing decodable 1ndicia.

At step 420, the imaging client can pre-process the
acquired 1mage. In one embodiment, the pre-processing can
comprise filtering 1mages based on the image quality, as
described 1n details herein supra. In another embodiment,
the pre-processing can include scaling the acquired 1mage,
as described 1n details herein supra. In a further aspect, the
pre-processing parameters can be dynamically adjusted
based on one or more decoding operation completion codes
received by the imaging client from a decoding server.

At step 430, the imaging client can transmit the pre-
processed 1image to a decoding server over a communication
network.

At steps 440-450, responsive to receiving the image, the
decoding server can locate and decode the decodable indicia.

At step 460, the decoding server can transmit the decod-
ing result to the imaging client over a communication
network. In one embodiment, the decoding result can
include one or more decoded messages and/or one or more
decoding operation completion codes. The decoding opera-
tion completion code can contain a tlag indicating whether
the decoding operation was successiul. In one embodiment,
the decoding operation completion code can contain an
extended error code indicating the reason for the decoding
operation failure, for example, failed to locate decodable
indicia, decodable indicia symbol truncated, imsuthicient
image resolution, etc.

At steps 470-480, responsive to receiving the decoding
result the imaging client can process the result, e.g., by
displaying the decoded message and/or transmitting the
decoded message to an external computer (e.g., transmitting
a retail 1tem 1dentifier to a store server to retrieve the product
information). After processing the decoding result at step
4080, the method can terminate.
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While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to certain exemplary embodi-
ments, 1t will be understood by one skilled 1n the art that
various changes 1n detail may be aflected therein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by claims that can be supported by the written

description and drawings. Further, where exemplary
embodiments are described with reference to a certain

number of elements i1t will be understood that the exemplary

embodiments can be practiced utilizing less than the certain
number of elements.

A small sample of systems, methods, and apparata that are
described herein 1s as follows:

Al. An encoded information reading (EIR) terminal com-
prising;:

a MICroprocessor;

a memory;

an EIR device including a two-dimensional imager, said
EIR device configured to perform one of: outputting raw
message data contaiming an encoded message, outputting a
decoded message corresponding to an encoded message;

wherein said EIR terminal 1s configured, responsive to
acquiring an 1mage containing decodable indicia, to deter-
mine a quality of said image using one or more methods of
determining 1mage quality; and

wherein said EIR terminal 1s further configured to trans-
mit said 1image to an external computer for decoding said
decodable 1ndicia, responsive to ascertaining that said qual-
ity of said image satisfies one of: a pre-determined condi-
tion, an adaptive condition.

A2.The FIR terminal of (Al), wherein said image quality
1s provided by an image quality metric calculated based on
values of one or more 1mage parameters.

A3. The EIR terminal of (A2), wherein said one or more
image parameters comprise at least one of: a sharpness of
said 1mage, a gamma of said 1mage, a brightness of said
image, and a contrast of said image.

A4.The FIR terminal of (A2), wherein said image quality
metric 1s calculated as a weighted sum of said one or more
image parameters.

A5. The EIR terminal of (A2), wherein said image quality
metric 1s provided by an ordered set of two or more numeric
values.

A6. The EIR terminal of (Al), wherein said one or more
methods of determining image quality comprise ascertaining
a presence ol decodable 1indicia within said 1image.

A’7. The FIR terminal of (Al), further comprising a
wireless communication interface.

B1. An encoded information reading (FIR) terminal com-
prising:

a MICroprocessor;

a memory;

an EIR device including a two-dimensional imager, said
EIR device configured to perform one of: outputting raw
message data contaiming an encoded message, outputting a
decoded message corresponding to an encoded message;

wherein said EIR terminal 1s configured, responsive to
acquiring an image containing decodable indicia, to scale
said 1mage using an adaptive scaling factor; and

wherein said FIR terminal 1s further configured to trans-

mit said scaled image to an external computer for decoding
said decodable 1ndicia.

B2. The FIR terminal of (B1), wherein said EIR terminal
1s further configured to determine said adaptive scaling
factor by performing one or more iterations comprising the
following steps:
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(1) scaling said 1image using said scaling factor;

(11) transmitting said scaled 1mage to said external com-
puter; and

(111) adjusting said scaling factor based on a decoding
operation completion code recerved from said external com-
puter.

B3. The EIR terminal of (B2), wherein said 1terations are
performed until a successiul decoding operation completion
code 1s received from said external computer.

B4. The EIR terminal of (B2), wherein said iterations are
performed until said scaling factor reaches a pre-determined
value.

B5. The EIR terminal of (B1), wherein said scaling factor
1s determined based on values of one or more parameters of
said 1mage.

B6. The EIR terminal of (B1), wherein said scaling factor
1s determined based on one or more decoding operation
completion codes received from said external computer
responsive to decoding images having a value of at least one
parameter falling within a pre-determined range of a value
of a corresponding at least one parameter of said image.

B7. The FIR terminal of (B1), wherein said scaling factor
1s determined based on one or more decoding operation
completion codes received from said external computer
responsive to decoding images having a value of at least one
parameter falling within a dynamically calculated range of a
value of a corresponding at least one parameter of said
1mage.

B8. The FIR terminal of (B1), wherein said EIR terminal
1s mncorporated nto a point-oi-sale workstation.

Cl. An encoded information reading (EIR) terminal com-
prising:

a MICroprocessor;

a memory;

an FIR device including a two-dimensional imager, said
EIR device configured to perform one of: outputting raw
message data containing an encoded message, outputting a
decoded message corresponding to an encoded message;

wherein said EIR terminal 1s configured, responsive to
acquiring an image containing a decodable indicia, to per-
form one or more iterations comprising the following steps:

(1) pre-processing said acquired image based on a value of
at least one pre-processing parameter;

(11) transmitting said pre-processed 1mage to an external
decoding computer for decoding said decodable indi-
cia; and

(111) adjusting a value of said at least one pre-processing
parameter based on a decoding operation completion
code recerved from said external computer.

C2. The EIR terminal of (C1), wherein said 1terations are
performed until a successiul decoding operation completion
code 1s received from said external computer.

C3. The EIR terminal of (C1), wherein said value of said
at least one pre-processing parameter 1s adjusted based on
one or more decoding operation completion codes received
from said external computer responsive to decoding 1images
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having a value of at least one parameter falling within a
pre-determined range of a value of a corresponding at least
one parameter of said image.

C4. The EIR terminal of (C1), wherein said value of said
at least one pre-processing parameter 1s adjusted based on
one or more decoding operation completion codes received
from said external computer responsive to decoding images
having a value of at least one parameter falling within a
dynamically calculated range of a value of a corresponding
at least one parameter of said 1image.

C5. The FIR terminal of (C1), wherein said EIR terminal
1s provided by a smart phone.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. An encoded information reading (EIR) terminal com-
prising;:

a MICroprocessor;

a memory;

an EIR device including a two-dimensional imager, said
EIR device configured to perform one of: outputting

raw message data containing an encoded message,

outputting a decoded message corresponding to an
encoded message;

wherein said EIR terminal 1s configured, responsive to
acquiring an 1mage containing decodable indicia, to
pre-process the 1mage containing decidable indicia
including:

determining a quality of said image using one or more

methods of determining 1mage quality; and
ascertaining that said quality of said 1mage satisfies one
of: a pre-determined condition, an adaptive condi-
tion;
wherein, only 1if said image satisfies one of said pre-
determined condition or said adaptive condition, said
ER terminal 1s further configured to transmit said image
to an external computer for decoding said decodable
indicia.

2. The FIR terminal of claam 1, wherein said image
quality 1s provided by an image quality metric calculated
based on values of one or more 1mage parameters.

3. The FIR terminal of claim 2, wherein said one or more
image parameters comprise at least one of: a sharpness of
said 1mage, a gamma of said 1mage, a brightness of said
image, and a contrast of said image.

4. The EIR terminal of claim 2, wherein said image
quality metric 1s calculated as a weighted sum of said one or
more 1mage parameters.

5. The FIR terminal of claam 2, wherein said image
quality metric 1s provided by an ordered set of two or more
numeric values.

6. The EIR terminal of claim 1, wherein said one or more
methods of determining image quality comprise ascertaining
a presence ol decodable 1indicia within said 1image.

7. The FIR terminal of claim 1, further comprising a
wireless communication interface.
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