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An orthopedic screw system includes a screw with a locking
head that can both lockingly engage 1n a fixed angle threaded
screw hole to secure a plate to a bone without compression,
and non-lockingly engage at a compression screw hole to
provide compression between the plate and the bone. The
structure of the system 1s particularly well adapted to plates
and screw of small dimensions, such as screws smaller than
3.5 mm and 1s capable of providing high compressive force,
on the order of 120 lbs of axial load, without significant
plastic deformation between the screw and plate. Further, the
screw holes are structured for arrangement in tight clusters
on the bone plate, thereby facilitating a compact design on
the bone plate.
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BONE PLATE WITH SCREW HOLE
ARRANGEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 13/313,
350, filed Dec. 7, 2011, which 1s hereby icorporated by
reference herein 1n its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present mvention relates to surgery. More particu-
larly, the mvention relates to orthopedic systems, mncluding
plates and screws therefor.

2. State of the Art

Bone plates can be used to repair traumatic bone fractures.
The plates are positioned on the bone and screws are mserted
through holes 1n the plate and 1nto underlying bone to secure
the plate relative to the bone to aid 1n healing.

Various options are provided for coupling the plate to the
bone. At specific locations on the bone and relative to a
fracture 1t may be appropriate to use compressive fixation 1n
which a compressive screw 1s mserted mto a screw hole in
the plate and the underlying bone to secure the plate to the
bone with compression. Such compression screw holes are
often provided to a plate in a combination of round and
oblong screw holes. An oblong screw hole allows the plate
to be positioned 1n a trial location on the bone. A hole 1s then
drilled through a location within the oblong screw hole and
a compressive screw 1s advanced through the hole into a
preferably slight contact with the plate. The plate may then
be moved relative to the screw 1nto a final position before the
compressive screw 1s advanced to axially load the plate
against the bone. In addition, round non-threaded screw
holes 1n the plate are provided to receive compressive
screws at defined locations relative to the plate and the
underlying bone. Compression screw holes and screws can
be provided in varieties that permit both fixed angle and
multi-angular approaches for attachment of the plate to the
underlying bone.

At other locations relative to the fracture 1t may be
appropriate to use a locking screw that 1s mserted into the
plate and the underlying bone and then locked in relative to
the plate with the locking screw retaiming bone fragments in
relation to the plate; such a screw does not apply significant
compressive force between the plate and the bone. Locking
screws often couple to the plate by a threaded engagement
between external threads on the head of the screw and
internal threads formed 1n a screw hole.

Further, the requirements of a bone plate system that 1s of
reduced dimension and thickness profile to accommodate
smaller bones necessitates additional considerations. Pro-
viding a reduced profile bone plate system allows the plate
and 1ts associated screws to be used on bones of the
extremities which are difficult to treat. This 1s especially
important for plates used to repair bone fractures where the
bone has little protection by overlying soft tissues and 1s
highly vulnerable, for example, to accidental bumping as the
fracture heals. Development of very thin, anatomically con-
forming bone plates has created new challenges related to
plate-to-bone attachment. More specifically, improved
designs for screw systems are needed to reduce the hardware
that protrudes above the top surface of the plate and 1rritates
and/or inflames the overlying tissues. Further, smaller
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screws are weaker, particularly at the screw head around the
driver socket, and prone to failure when torqued to apply
axially loading.

Regardless of plate and screw size, there 1s a drive toward
reducing the inventory of components necessary to complete
a plating procedure. However, each of the compression
screw holes and locking screw holes generally 1s structured
to receive a diflerent type of screw, particularly having
different structure at the head of the screw. The head of the
non-locking compression screw 1s structure for application
of axial loads, whereas the head of the locking screw 1is
structured to mechanically couple the screw directly to the
plate. Moreover, each type of screw 1s provided in several
lengths within the surgical set. This requires a level of
inventory control that 1s difficult to maintain. Alternatively,
with respect to prepackaged systems that are intended to
contain all necessary components for completing a plating
procedure, the sheer number of components can lead to
significant and expensive waste; this 1s untenable where
health care costs are being managed.

Previously there has been some work to reduce the
number of screws required to be included in a bone plate
system. By way of example, co-owned US Pub. No.
20100069969 discloses a system that converts locking
screws to compressive screws by attaching a washer element
to the head of the locking screws to increase the effective
surface area of the screw head that applies the axial com-
pressive load against the plate. While the number of required
screws 15 decreased by such a system, the system neverthe-
less requires the 1inclusion of washers and specialized 1nstru-
mentation to couple the washers to the screw heads.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An orthopedic screw system 1s provided that includes a
plate with at least one tapered and threaded locking screw
hole and at least one non-threaded compression screw hole
which 1s 1n the form of a round hole or an oblong hole. The
compression screw hole has an upper opening with a first
diameter, a lower portion with a lowermost opening with a
smaller second diameter, and a screw seat between the upper
opening and lower portion.

The system also 1ncludes a single type of bone screw that
can be used 1n either type of screw hole to (1) mechanically
lock relative to the plate when the screw 1s 1nserted into the
threaded locking hole or (11) axially load the plate relative to
the bone when the screw 1s inserted into the compression
screw hole. The screw has a head and a shaft. The head
includes conmically tapered external threads. A bearing annu-
lus smaller than the head thread diameter 1s defined at the
interface of the head and the shait. The shait has bone
engaging threads defining a minor diameter at the troughs
and a major diameter at the crests. The major diameter 1s
larger than the second diameter of the compression screw
hole, such that the shait must be rotationally threaded
through the lowermost opening of the compression screw
hole to be longitudinally advanced therethrough. The bear-
ing annulus 1s configured to present a large surface area for
the given diameter of the annulus and supports a high axial
load on the screw seat of the compression holes. Further, the
bearing annulus displaces the axially loads from weaker
portions of the screw head which could otherwise be subject
to plastic deformation.

The system allows a single type of screw to be used 1n
association with a plate to provide for axial compression
loading 1in compression holes and locking fixation to the
plate 1 locking holes. The system 1s particularly well
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adapted to plates and screws of small dimensions, and 1s
capable of applying high compression loads between the
screws and plate at the compression holes without signifi-
cant plastic deformation.

Furthermore, the system reduces the inventory of com-
ponents required for a surgical plating procedure. Moreover,
the system simplifies the procedure, as the surgeon 1s able to
use the same screw regardless of the type of screw fixation
required.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a portion of a bone plate
according to the mvention.

FIG. 2 1s a view similar to FIG. 1 1n which bone screws
are recerved 1 screw holes of the bone plate.

FIG. 3 1s a top view of the portion of the bone plate.

FIG. 4 1s a top view of a small portion of the bone plate
showing a threaded screw hole according to the mvention.

FIG. 5 15 a section view of the bone plate along line 5-5
in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 1s a section view along line 6-6 1n FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 1s a top view of a small portion of the bone plate
showing a round compression screw hole according to the
invention.

FIG. 8 15 a section view of the bone plate across line 8-8
in FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 1s a top view of a small portion of the bone plate
showing an oblong compression screw hole according to the
invention.

FIG. 10 1s a section view of the bone plate across line
10-10 1n FIG. 9.

FI1G. 11 1s a side elevation view of a bone screw according,
to the invention.

FI1G. 12 shows a partial section view of the bone screw of
the invention being partially inserted into the bone plate and
bone.

FIG. 13 1s a view similar to FIG. 12, showing full
insertion of the bone screw into the bone plate and bone.

FI1G. 14 15 a view stmilar to FIG. 13, showing full angled
isertion of the bone screw into the bone plate and bone.

FIG. 15 1s a cross-section view transverse to the longitu-
dinal axis of the bone plate, showing an alternative embodi-
ment of a compression screw hole according to the iven-
tion.

FIG. 16 1s a partial section view showing the bone screw
inserted into the compression screw hole shown in FIG. 15.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

(Ll

Turning now to FIG. 1, a bone plate 10 according to the
invention 1s shown. The plate 10 shown has a straight
portion 12 defining a longitudinal axis A,. The straight
portion 12 of the plate may be a portion of a diaphyseal plate
for placement along the diaphysis of a long bone of an upper
or lower extremity. Alternatively, the straight portion 12 may
be one end of a metaphyseal plate for use at the end of a long
bone. As another alternative, the straight portion 12 may be
a segment of any other plate having an elongate portion.
Further, the plate 10 may be manufactured to assume other
shapes that are suitable for use on various bones throughout
the human body. The plate 10 1s manufactured from metal,
and more preferably machined from a solid block of tita-
nium or titanium alloy.

The plate 10 has an upper surface 14, a bone contacting,
lower surface 16 and a thickness T defined between the
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upper and lower surfaces 14, 16. A plurality of screw holes
18, 20, 22, described below, extend between the upper and
lower surfaces 14, 16. In addition to the screw holes, the
plate optionally includes a plurality of significantly smaller
and preferably cylindrical holes 23 that are sized to closely
receive respective K-wires for temporary fixation during an
implantation procedure. Referring to the screw holes, the
plate 1s shown to include three types of screw holes: a
threaded round locking hole 18, a non-threaded round com-
pression hole 20, and a non-threaded oblong compression
hole 22, each described further below. With respect to FIGS.
2 and 3, a screw 24, described 1n more detail below, 1s shown
inserted within each of the screw holes 18 and 20. As will
also be described, such same screw 24 can also be inserted
in screw hole 22. In accord with the invention, the screw 24
regardless of the hole into which it 1s inserted has a common
head and shait design of common dimensions.

Referring to FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, the threaded screw hole 18
has threads 26 helically arranged about 1ts interior, and the
hole 1s preferably substantially uniform about 1ts internal
circumierence. The hole 18 1s tapered so as to have an upper
opening 28 at or adjacent the upper surface 14 of the plate
with a diameter D,, larger than a diameter D, at a lower
opening 30 at or adjacent the lower surface 16 of the plate.

Turning now to FIGS. 1 and 7 and 8, according to a first
embodiment of the mnvention, the round compression screw
hole 20 has an upper opening 32 at or adjacent the upper
surface 14 of the plate 10 with a first diameter D, 1n each of
two orthogonal directions and a lower opening 38 1s pro-
vided at or adjacent the lower surface 16 of the plate with a
smaller second diameter D, in one direction and the first
diameter D, 1n a direction orthogonal to the second diameter
D,. With reference back to FIG. 4, the first diameter D, 1s
preferably larger than the diameter D, of the upper opening
of the threaded screw hole. The second diameter D, 1s
preferably smaller than the diameter D, of the lower opening
of the threaded screw hole 18. The screw hole 20 has a
central axis A extending through the centers of the upper
and lower openings 32, 38.

Turmning back to FIGS. 7 and 8, two parallel rails 40
recessed relative to the upper opening 38 extend across the
screw hole. The upper surfaces 42 of the rails 40 are angled
relative to each other at approximately 60°-90° and together
define a screw seat 34. Vertically extending walls 44 of the
rails 40 define a lower portion 36 of the screw hole and have
a thickness T, extending 1n the same direction as the central
axis of the compression screw hole 20. In the first embodi-
ment, the rails 40 extend parallel to the longitudinal axis A,
of the plate 10 (FIG. 1).

According to the first embodiment of the mvention, the
oblong compression screw hole 22 1s substantially simailar to
the round compression screw hole, but extended 1n diameter;
1.e., length, along the dimension 1n which the rails extend;
that 1s, the screw hole 22 does not have the same D, diameter
at two relatively orthogonal directions. For clarity of the
following description, reference numerals which refer to
clements similar to screw hole 20 are offset by 20 1n screw
hole 22. In accord therewith, screw hole 22 has an upper
opening 52 with first major diameter D, ,, and a first minor
diameter D_ ,, and a lower opening or slot 58 with a second
major diameter D, ., and a second minor diameter D_ . The
first and second major diameters D, ,, and D, ., are preferably
of a common dimension, with the rails 60, and thus the seat
54, extending on laterally opposite sides of the first and
second major diameters D, ,, and D, .., but not at the ends of
the first and second major diameters. The second minor
diameter D, , 1s smaller than the first minor diameter D_ ;.
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Rails 60 extend lengthwise along the screw hole 22, parallel
to but on opposite sides ot the second major diameter D_ ,,
and 1n the first embodiment parallel to the longitudinal axis
A, of the plate. As with the round compression screw hole
20, upper surtaces 62 of the rails 60 define a screw seat 64,
and vertically extending walls 64 of the rails 60 define a
lower portion 36 of the screw hole having the same thickness
T,. The first and second minor diameters D_, and D_ , of the
oblong screw hole 22 preferably correspond exactly in
dimension to the first and second diameters D, and D, of the
round compression screw hole 20.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, the locking and compression
holes 18, 20, 22 may be situated along the longitudinal axis
A, oflset from the longitudinal axis, or provided in a
combination of both on-axis and off-axis locations. In the
embodiment shown 1n FIG. 1, the compression screw holes
20, 22 are situated in alignment with the longitudinal axis
A ., whereas the threaded locking holes 18 are situated oflset
from the longitudinal axis. Further, referring to FIG. 5, the
threaded locking holes 18 are oriented along an axis A, at
a transverse and preferably acute angle, e.g., 20°x£10°,
relative to a line normal L to the lower surface 16 of the bone
plate 10.

As shown i FIGS. 2 and 3, according to a preferred
aspect of the invention, the system also includes the single
type of bone screw 24 that can be used in either the threaded
screw hole 18 or non-threaded compression screw holes 20,
22 to (1) mechanically lock relative to the plate when the
screw 1s 1nserted into the threaded locking hole, or (i1)
axially load the plate 10 relative to bone when the screw 1s
inserted 1into the compression screw holes. The screw 24, as
described below, operates as a standard locking screw when
inserted into the threaded screw hole 18. However, when
inserted into the round or oblong compression screw holes
20, 22, the screw 24 has structure that mates with the screw
seats 34, 54 (FIGS. 8 and 10) thereot to allow the screw to
apply significant axial load to the plate without plastic
deformation of the screw. This 1s significant, as plastic
deformation could result 1n metal debris which could lead to
tissue 1rritation at the implant site. Further, significant plastic
deformation could result in welding of the screw to the plate,
rendering removal of the screw and/or plate—il neces-
sary—a diflicult and potentially dangerous procedure.

Turning to FIG. 11, the screw 24 has a head 82 and a shatt
84. The head 82 includes conically tapered external threads
86 terminating 1n an upper peripheral rim 88 at the trailing
end of the threads that functions as a stop. The threads 86
preferably taper at 4°-10° per side, more preferably at 6° per
side. The head 82 also includes a driver engagement socket
90 for recerving a torque driver tool with a corresponding
shape. By way of example, the socket 90 may define a
square or hexagonal cross-section (FIG. 6). According to a
preferred aspect of the invention, at the transition of the head
82 to the shait 84, a bearing annulus 92 1s provided. The
bearing annulus 92 is smaller than the threaded portion of
the head and forms a preferably smooth 90° conical portion.
The angle of the lower surface of the bearing annulus 92
presents a large surface area for the given diameter of the
annulus and 1s advantageous in supporting high axial loads
on the screw seats 34, 54 of the compression holes. Further,
the bearing annulus 92 displaces the axially loads from the
weaker portions of the screw head, particularly at the
thinnest portion of the wall of the screw head between the
driver socket 90 and the external threads 86, which could
otherwise cause the screw to plastically deform and poten-
tially fail.
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The shaft 84 has bone engaging threads 94 which deﬁne

a shaft major diameter D, a shaft minor diameter D_,
shaft thread pitch S,. The shaft thread pitch S, 1s appr0x1-
mate to, but greater than, the thickness T, of the vertical
walls 44, 64 of the compression screw holes 20, 22. The
shaft major diameter D, ,1s larger than the second diameter
D, (FIG. 7) of the round compression screw hole 20 (as well
as the corresponding second minor diameter D_. of the
oblong compression screw hole 22, FIG. 9). More particu-
larly, the dimensions of the shait 84 of the screw equate to
the second diameter D, of the round compression screw
hole, as follows:

D2:

(Dsay + Dgin)

Dy =
: D

+ up to 4% for clearance.

Turning to FIG. 12, 1mn view of the relationship of the
dimensions of the components, the shait 84 of the screw
must be rotationally thread through the lowermost opening
38 of the compression screw hole 20 to be longitudinally
advanced therethrough. This 1s transparent to the user, as the
screw shaft 84 1s being simultaneously threaded through
bone 100. Referring to FIG. 13, when the screw 24 1s
advanced such that the bearing annulus 92 of the head
contacts the screw seat 34, further torqueing of the screw
causes the load to be carried on the screw at the bearing
annulus. As shown in FIG. 14, the compression screw hole
can also accommodate approximately 2°-3° of lateral angu-
lation of the shaft 84 on each side of line normal L to the
lower surface 16 of the plate (for a total of 4°-6° of angular
variability). The screw i1s inserted within the oblong screw
hole in the same manner. However, the oblong screw hole
provides the option to adjust the longitudinal displacement
of the plate relative to the screw before the screw i1s fully
loaded against the plate.

The holes 18, 20, 22 and screw 24 are structured for
clustering together on the bone plate. The screw head, with
the bearing annulus 92 located distally of the head threads
86, 1s of a particularly compact design. This permits more
screw holes 18, 20, 22 sized to accommodate the screw to be
formed 1n the plate 10 to provide the surgeon with greater
flexibility of screw placement into a bone. In addition,
referring to FI1G. 3, the screw holes 18, 20, 22 can be spaced
closer together 1n a cluster 96 to provide the advantages of
placement on both plates of large and relatively small
dimensions. In such a cluster 96, a threaded hole 18 is
located substantially equidistantly between two compression
screw holes, and more preferably between a round compres-
s1on screw hole 20 and an oblong compression screw hole
22. Such a cluster 96 preferably provides screw hole spacing
in a dense pattern, wherein portions of each of a threaded
hole 18 and the both types of the compression holes 20, 22
are located within a bounding area bounded by a circle
preferably no larger than twice the diameter D, ,of the upper
opening 28 of the threaded hole 18 (as shown at bounding
area BA ) or more preferably 1.5 diameters of the diameter
D,, of the upper opening 28 of the threaded hole 18 (as
shown at bounding area BA,) 1n FIG. 3. Further, each of the
clusters as well as the indicated bounding areas preferably
also 1ncludes a portion of at least one of the guidewire holes
23. Multiple clusters 96 of screw holes are preferably
provided to the bone plate.

In one method of use, referring to FIGS. 9-11, the plate 1s
positioned on the bone at a location suited for stabilization
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of the fracture. A hole 1s drilled through an oblong com-
pression hole 22 1n the plate and into the underlying bone,
and a screw 24 1s iserted into the hole. As mdicated above,

as (1) the major diameter D, , of the screw shait 1s larger than
the second minor diameter D, , (or transverse dimension of
the slot) of the compression screw hole 22, (11) the minor
diameter D, of the screw shaft 1s smaller than the second
minor diameter D_,, and (111) the vertical wall thickness T,
of the rails 60 defining the lowermost portion of the com-
pression slot 1s smaller than the pitch S, of the shait thread,
the screw shait can and must be rotatably threaded through
the wall portion 64 to advance the shaft 84 through the
compression hole. Once the screw 1s advanced into the bone
such that the screw head 82 1s proximate the screw seat 54
(but not fully loaded against the plate) the plate 10 may be
translated relative to the screw 24. With the screw shaft
threads 94 engaging the bone, the screw 24 1s then driven to
load the bearing annulus 92 against the screw seat 534 and
thereby force the plate 10 and the bone against each other.
With as little as 5-6 1n-lbs torque, 120 Ibs of axial load can
be generated between the bearing annulus 92 and the seat 54
with no load on or damage to the screw head threads 86.

Before or after tightening the screw through the oblong
compression hole, additional holes are drilled into the bone
through the round compression holes and/or the locking
holes (FIG. 1-3). For all holes drilled through the round
compression holes and mto the underlying bone, respective
screws are inserted through such holes and driven against
the plate to load the plate against the bone, as described with
respect to the oblong compression holes, without the option
to translate the plate prior to final loading. As shown in FIG.
14, such screws may be 1nserted into the compression screw
holes (round and oblong) with angular variability of up to
2°-3° per side, within a plane transverse to the longitudinal
axis ol the slot of the screw hole and across both rails of the
screw hole. Even at such angles, the bearing annulus 92
support the loads placed thereon without plastic deformation
of the head. Turning to FIG. 6, for all holes drilled through
the threaded holes 18 and 1nto the underlying bone, the shaft
84 1s advanced through the threaded screw hole mto an
underlying drilled hole and the screw head 82 1s threaded
into locking engagement with the internal threads 26 of the
screw hole. The shait threads 94 retain bone and bone
fragments 100 beneath the plate 10 and hold such bone and
fragments 1n a stable and preferably fixed position relative to
the plate.

Turning back to FIG. 9, in another method of use, the
design of the screw seat 54 of the oblong compression holes
22, with no seat portion located 1n alignment with the first
and second major diameters D, ,,, D, .., permits the oblong
compression hole to be used i1n application of dynamic
compression across a fracture. In dynamic compression, the
plate 1s 1n1tially secured to the bone with one or more screws
24 only at one side of a fracture. Then, on the other side of
the fracture, a screw 24 1s inserted at the end of an oblong
screw hole located further from the fracture. Because the
oblong compression screw hole has no seat along 1ts first and
second major diameters D, ,,, D, .., the shait 84 of the screw
can be closely approximated to the indicated ‘further’ end
without interference with a screw seat. The screw shait 84 1s
advanced mto the bone at such location until the bearing
annulus 92 of the head 82 of the screw 24 abuts the upper
edge, e.g., at edge 98, of the screw hole. Then, further
advancement causes the screw 24 to be longitudinally trans-
lated within the slot 66 of screw hole toward the screw seat
54 so that the bearing annulus 92 can be seated deeper. As
the screw 1s attached to the bone, this causes the bone
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portion to which the screw 1s attached to be displaced 1n a
manner that reduces the fracture. Additional screws can be
inserted as necessary to maintain the reduction and complete
the fixation.

Referring now to FIGS. 15 and 16, a bone plate system
may include a second embodiment of compression screw
holes 120 for use 1n association with the screw 24. The round
compression screw hole 120 includes a conically shaped
hole 121 with an upper opening 132 with a first diameter and
a lower opening 138 with a second diameter. The screw hole
1s deeper to accommodate the rim 88 of the screw head 82.
In distinction from the first embodiment, the round com-
pression hole has a single rail 140 extending from one side
thereol below the upper opening 132 to define screw seat
134 and a lower portion 136. The lower opening defines a
slot 146 adjacent the rail 140. The second embodiment of the
oblong screw hole 122 1s of similar design, with one upper
diameter larger than an orthogonal upper diameter. The
second embodiment of the compression screw holes 120 (,
122) provides for a screw seat 134 for supporting the bearing
annulus 92 of the screw 24 only at one side of the screw hole
122. Constraining the angle of the screw by the provision of
a conical hole ensures that the bearing annulus applies the
load to the screw seat. Further, while only a single rail 140
1s provided, the second diameter of the lower opening 138
(or second minor diameter of an oblong compression screw
hole) continues to be smaller than the screw shaft major
diameter and larger than the screw shatt minor diameter D, ,
(for reference see FIG. 11). Further, the lower portion 136
defined by the rail 140 has a thickness T, along vertical wall
144 that 1s smaller than the pitch S, of the screw shaft
threads. As such, the screw shatt 94 can and must be 1nserted
through the lower opeming 138 of the compression hole by
rotational advancement.

In all embodiments, the system allows a single type of
screw 1o be used 1n association with a plate to provide for
axial loading of the plate to the bone at compression holes
and locking fixation of the screws to the plate at locking
holes. Thus, the system reduces the inventory of components
required for a surgical plating procedure. Moreover, the
system simplifies the procedure, as the surgeon 1s able to use
the same screw regardless of the type of screw fixation
required.

The system 1s particularly well adapted to plates and
screws of small dimensions, such as screws at or smaller
than 3.5 mm, or more particularly at or smaller than 2.7 mm,
and 1s capable of providing high axial loads, on the order of
120 Ibs of axial load, without significant plastic deformation
between the screw and plate.

There have been described and illustrated herein embodi-
ments of a bone plating and screw system. While particular
embodiments of the invention have been described, it 1s not
intended that the invention be limited thereto, as 1t 1s
intended that the ivention be as broad 1n scope as the art
will allow and that the specification be read likewise. It will
therefore be appreciated by those skilled 1n the art that yet
other modifications could be made to the provided invention
without deviating from its spirit and scope as claimed.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A bone plate for use 1n stabilizing a fracture of a bone,
comprising;

a bone supporting metal plate having an upper surface, a
bone contacting lower surface, and a plurality of screw
holes extending between said upper and lower surfaces,
said plurality of screw holes including,

1) a tapered locking screw hole having threads helically
arranged about 1ts interior, said locking screw hole
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having an upper opening with an upper diameter, and
a lower opening with a lower diameter, and
11) first and second compression screw holes having an
upper opening with a first diameter, and a lower
opening with a second diameter smaller than said
first diameter 1n one direction and a third diameter
equal to said first diameter 1n a direction orthogonal
to the second diameter, and defimng a central axis
through the centers of the upper and lower openings,
at least one rail extending across a portion of at least
one ol said compression screw holes to define a
screw seat with an angled upper surface, and a
vertical wall with a thickness extending in the same
dimension as a central axis of the compression screw
hole,
wherein portions of each of said upper opening of said
locking screw hole and said upper opemings of said
first and second compression screw holes are located
within a bounding area bounded by a bounding circle
no larger than twice said diameter of said upper
opening of said locking screw hole such that said
locking screw hole and said first and second com-
pression screw holes are arranged in a cluster.
2. A bone plate according to claim 1, wherein:
said bounding circle 1s no larger than 1.5 times said
diameter of said upper opening of said locking screw
hole.
3. A bone plate according to claim 1, wherein:
said locking screw hole 1s located substantially equidis-
tantly between said first and second compression screw
holes.
4. A bone plate according to claim 1, wherein:
at least a portion of a non-threaded cylindrical hole
smaller than each of said screw holes and sized for
closely receiving a K-wire 1s provided within said
bounding circle.
5. A bone plate according to claim 4, wherein:
said bounding circle 1s no larger than 1.5 times said
diameter of said upper opening of said locking screw
hole.
6. A bone plate according to claim 1, wherein:
said cluster comprises a plurality of clusters of screw
holes.
7. A bone plate according to claim 1, wherein:
said first and second compression screw holes 1includes a
round compression screw hole and an oblong compres-
sion screw hole.
8. A bone plate according to claim 7, wherein:
said plate defines a longitudinal axis, said at least one of
said first and second compression screw holes 1s situ-
ated along said longitudinal axis, and said locking
screw hole 1s situated oflset from said longitudinal axis.
9. A bone plate according to claim 8, wherein:
said locking screw hole extends along an axis oriented at
an acute angle relative to a line normal to said lower
surface of said bone plate.
10. A bone plate according to claim 8, wherein:
both of said first and second compression screw holes are
situated along said longitudinal axis.
11. A bone plate kit for use 1n stabilizing a fracture of a

bone, comprising:

a) a bone supporting metal plate having an upper surface,
a bone contacting lower surface, and a plurality of a
screw holes extending between said upper and lower
surfaces, said plurality of screw holes including,

1) a tapered locking screw hole having threads helically
arranged about 1ts 1nterior, said locking screw hole
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having an upper opening with an upper diameter, and
a lower opening with a lower diameter, and

11) first and second compression screw holes having an
upper opening with a first diameter, and a lower
opening with a second diameter smaller than said
first diameter 1n one direction and a third diameter
equal to said first diameter 1n a direction orthogonal
to the second diameter, and defining a central axis
through the centers of the upper and lower openings,

at least one rail extending across a portion of at least
one of said compression screw holes to define a
screw seat with an angled upper surface, and a
vertical wall with a thickness extending 1n the same
dimension as a central axis of the compression screw

hole, and

wherein portions of each of said upper opening of said
locking screw hole and said upper openings of said
first and second compression screw holes are located
within a bounding area bounded by a bounding circle
no larger than twice said upper diameter of said
upper opening ol said locking screw hole such that
said locking screw hole and said first and second
compression screw holes are arranged 1n a cluster;
and
b) a plurality of like bone screws, each having a head and
a shaft, for respective insertion into said locking screw
hole and at least one of said first and second compres-
s1on screw holes.
12. A bone plate kit according to claim 11, wherein:
said head of each of said bone screws includes conically
tapered external threads, a proximal peripheral rim, a
driver engagement socket at a proximal end of said
screw head for receiving a torque driver tool, and a
lower bearing annulus distal of said external threads,
saild bearing annulus smaller 1n diameter than said
external threads and defined by a conical surface, and
said shaft of each of said bone screws includes bone
engaging threads defining a shaft major diameter, a
shaft minor diameter, and a shaft thread pitch,
wherein,

said shait thread pitch 1s approximate to, but greater
than, said thickness of said vertical wall of said first
and second compression screw holes,

said shait major diameter 1s larger than said second
diameter of said first and second compression screw
hole, and

said shaft minor diameter 1s smaller than said second
diameter of said first and second compression screw
holes, wherein,

a first of said bone screws can be 1nserted 1nto said tapered
locking screw hole, with said shait extending through
said lower opening of said locking screw hole and said
tapered threads of said head of said bone screw engag-
ing said internal threads of said locking screw hole to
engage said screw relative to said plate, and

a second and third of said bone screws can be respectively
rotatably inserted into said first and second compres-
ston screw holes 1n a direction from said upper surface
of said plate to said lower surface of said plate to cause
said screw shaft of said bone screw to threadedly

engage with said plate at said lower opening of the
respective of said first and second compression screw
holes and into the bone, and as said screw shaft is
advanced into the bone, said bearing annulus axially
loads against said screw seat of said respective first and
second compression screw holes.
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13. A bone plate according to claim 12, wherein:

said plate defines a longitudinal axis, said at least one of
said first and second compression screw holes 1s situ-
ated along said longitudinal axis, and said locking

12

19. A bone plate according to claim 16, wherein:

at least a portion of a non-threaded cylindrical hole
smaller than each of said screw holes and sized for
closely receiving a K-wire 1s provided within said

screw hole 1s situated offset from said longitudinal axis. > bounding circle. | | _
14. A bone plate according to claim 13, wherein: 20_- A bone .plate .accor'dmg to claim 19, Where}n: _
said locking screw hole extends along an axis oriented at said bounding circle 1s no larger than 1.5 times said
an acute angle relative to a line normal to said lower ﬂlz—,:llmeter of said upper opening of said locking screw
- ole.
1 SSljif]jce of said bone I?late. : . 10 21. A bone plate according to claim 19, wherein:
. one plate according to claim 13, wherein: . . .
both of said first and second compression screw holes are said cluster comprises a plurality of clusters of screw
. . o COMIPIESS holes.

situated along S‘E,ud longltl{dlnal ARIS. 22. A bone plate according to claim 16, wherein:

16. A bon.e Plate kit for use in stabilizing a fracture of a said plate defines a longitudinal axis, said at least one of
bone, comprising: _ 15 said round compression screw hole and said oblong
a) a bone plate having an upper surface, a bone contacting compression screw hole is situated along said longitu-
lower surface, and a plurality of a screw holes extend- dinal axis, and said tapered threaded screw hole is

ing between the upper and lower surfaces, said plurality situated offset from said longitudinal axis.

of screw holes including, 23. A bone plate according to claim 22, wherein:

1) a tapered threaded screw hole having threads heli- 20  said tapered threaded screw hole extends along an axis
cally arranged about its interior, said threaded screw oriented at an acute angle relative to a line normal to
hole having an upper opening with a upper diameter, said lower surface of said bone plate.
and a lower opening with a lower diameter, and 24. A bone plate according to claim 22, wherein:

ii) a round compression screw hole having an upper both of said round compression screw holes and said
opening with a first diameter, and a lower opening 23 oblong compression screw hole are situated along said

with a second diameter smaller than said first diam-
cter 1n one direction and a third diameter equal to

longitudinal axis.
25. A bone plate according to claim 16, in combination

with a plurality of like bone screws, each having a head and
a shaft and configured for insertion nto said tapered

30 threaded, round compression, and oblong compression
screw holes.

said first diameter 1n a direction orthogonal to the
second diameter, and defining a central axis through
the centers of said upper and lower openings,

at least one rail extending across a portion of said round
compression screw hole to define a screw seat with
an angled upper surface, and a vertical wall with a
thickness extending 1n the same dimension as a
central axis of said round compression screw hole,
and

111) an oblong compression screw hole having an upper
opening with a first major diameter and a first minor
diameter, and a lower opening with a second major
diameter equal to the first major diameter and a
second minor diameter smaller than said first minor
diameter, and defining a central axis through the
centers of the upper and lower openings,

at least one rail extending across a portion of said
oblong screw hole to define a screw seat with an
angled upper surface, and a vertical wall with a
thickness extending 1n the same direction as a central
axis ol said oblong screw hole,

wherein portions of each of said upper openings of said
locking screw, said round compression screw hole,
and said oblong compression screw hole are located
within a bounding area bounded by a bounding circle
no larger than twice said diameter of said upper
opening of said locking screw hole such that said
locking screw hole, said round compression screw
hole, and said oblong compression screw are
arranged 1n a cluster.

17. A bone plate according to claim 16, wherein:
said bounding circle 1s no larger than 1.5 times said
diameter of said upper opening of said locking screw
hole.

18. A bone plate according to claim 16, wherein:

said locking screw hole 1s located substantially equidis-
tantly between said first and second compression screw
holes.

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

26. A bone plate for use 1n stabilizing a fracture of a bone,

comprising;

a bone supporting metal plate having an upper surface, a
bone contacting lower surface, and defining a longitu-
dinal axis, and a plurality of a screw holes extending
between said upper and lower surfaces, said plurality of
screw holes including,

1) a tapered locking screw hole having threads helically
arranged about 1its interior, said locking screw hole
having an upper opening with an upper diameter, and
a lower openming with a lower diameter, said tapered
locking screw located offset from said longitudinal
axis and extending along an axis oriented at an acute
angle relative to a line normal to said lower surface
of said bone plate, and

11) a round compression screw hole having an upper
opening with a first diameter, and a lower opening
with a second diameter smaller than said first diam-
eter 1n one direction and a third diameter equal to
said first diameter 1n a direction orthogonal to the
second diameter, and defiming a central axis through
the centers of said upper and lower openings, and

111) an oblong compression screw hole having an upper
opening with a first major diameter and a first minor
diameter, and a lower opening with a second major
diameter equal to the first major diameter and a
second minor diameter smaller than said first minor
diameter, and defining a central axis through the
centers of the upper and lower openings,

at least one of said round compression screw hole and
said oblong compression screw hole being situated
along said longitudinal axis,

wherein portions of each of said upper openings of said
locking screw, said round compression screw hole,
and said oblong compression screw hole are located
within a bounding area bounded by a bounding circle
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no larger than twice said diameter of said upper
opening of said locking screw hole such that said
locking screw hole, said round compression screw
hole, and said oblong compression screw are
arranged 1n a cluster.

277. A bone plate according to claim 26, wherein:

saild bounding circle 1s no larger than 1.5 times said

diameter of said upper opening of said locking screw
hole.

28. A bone plate according to claim 26, wherein:

said tapered locking screw hole 1s located substantially
equidistantly between said round and oblong compres-
s10n screw holes.

29. A bone plate according to claim 26, wherein:

at least a portion of a non-threaded cylindrical hole
smaller than each of said screw holes and sized for
closely receiving a K-wire 1s provided within said
bounding circle.

30. A bone plate according to claim 26, wherein:

cach of said round compression screw hole and said
oblong compression screw hole are situated along said
longitudinal axis.
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