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Figure 8(a) (Prior Ar)
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Figure 12{a)

Figure 12(b)
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Figure 13
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EXPANSION OR CONTROL JOINT AND
GASKET SYSTEM

CROSS RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of copending U.S.
patent Ser. No. 13/301,155, filed Nov. 21, 2011, entitled
EXPANSION OR CONTROL JOINT AND GASKET SYS-

TEM, which claimed the benefit of U.S. Provisional Appl.
No. 61/416,919, filed Nov. 24, 2010, the contents of which

are hereby incorporated by reference into this disclosure.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The field of the mvention relates to building matenals,
specifically to expansion and control joints used in exterior
building surfaces.

BACKGROUND

Expansion or control joints are known in the art. While
conventional expansion or control joints fulfill their respec-
tive, particular objectives and requirements to an extent,
they do not disclose expansion or control joints with a
structure such that sealant can be placed within opening(s)
between the expansion or control joint and the building
material, such as stucco. Therefore, the sealant does not
suiliciently bond to the expansion and control joint and to
the building matenial, and the sealant cannot prevent water
penetration at the interface between the expansion or control
joint and the building material. For example, 1n a conven-
tional M type expansion or control joint, the top center of the
M may include a removable tape. The tape creates a V
shaped cavity that prevents the building material (e.g.,
stucco, synthetic, cement, or other suitable material) from
spreading into the V shaped cavity during installation. The
building material 1s troweled on using the expansion or
control joint as a gauge to trowel the building material to 1ts
top edge. After the building material has cured, though, there
1s no significant bond between the building material and the
expansion or control joint, thus allowing water penetration
at an mterface between the expansion or control joint and the
building material. Substantial damage may be caused, over
time, as the water penetrates the interface and finds 1ts way
under the building material between the building material
and a substrate on which the building material 1s applied.

Water penetrating 1nto the expansion or control joint and
under the building material compromises the structural
integrity of the joint and building material. Water may also
remain stagnant and promote fungal and mold growth,
which can not only further compromise the structural integ-
rity of the building material but also cause health problems
for individuals 1n proximity. Water penetration can also
damage the aesthetic of the wall from which the building
material 1s made.

Typically, a sealant can be used to prevent water penetra-
tion. However, conventional expansion or control joints do
not have enough space at the interface between the building
material and the expansion or control joint to insert a
suflicient amount of sealant to create a bond to both the
expansion or control joint and the building material, 1n order
to prevent water penetration.

It was not contemplated how this space could be created
without compromising functionality, cost ol manufacture,
and/or ease of 1nstallation of the expansion or control joint,
while still conforming to industry standards such as the

Whole Building Design Guide, ASTM International, Ameri-
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can Institute of Architects, MasterSpec, Department of
Defense and/or Department of Veterans Affairs with regards

to how wide the space can be, width-to-depth ratios, appli-
cation of joint sealants and other specifications.

Accordingly, what 1s needed 1s a system that enables
secure bonding between an expansion or control joint and a
building material while preventing water penetration
between the building material and the expansion or control
joint. However, 1n view of the art considered as a whole at
the time the present invention was made, 1t was not obvious
to those of ordinary skill how the art could be advanced.

While certain aspects of conventional technologies have
been discussed to facilitate disclosure of the invention,
Applicants 1n no way disclaim these technical aspects, and
it 1s contemplated that the claimed invention may encompass
one or more of the conventional technical aspects discussed
herein.

The present mvention may address one or more of the
problems and deficiencies of the prior art discussed above.
However, it 1s contemplated that the invention may prove
useful 1 addressing other problems and deficiencies 1n a
number of technical areas. Therelfore, the claimed 1invention
should not necessarily be construed as limited to addressing,
any ol the particular problems or deficiencies discussed
herein.

In this specification, where a document, act or 1tem of
knowledge 1s referred to or discussed, this reference or
discussion 1s not an admission that the document, act or item
of knowledge or any combination thereof was at the priority
date, publicly available, known to the public, part of com-
mon general knowledge, or otherwise constitutes prior art
under the applicable statutory provisions; or 1s known to be
relevant to an attempt to solve any problem with which this
specification 1s concerned.

SUMMARY

In one example, an expansion or control joint system
comprises an expansion or control joint that has an expan-
s1on region connecting two planar lath panels, made of a
building material, and a gasket having a void disposed in
overlying relation to the expansion region, the void suil-
ciently matching the shape of the expansion region, such that
when the gasket 1s removed, an opening 1s formed for a
sealant, which may be placed within the opening. The
exterior surface of a building then comprises a substrate, an
expansion or control joint fixed to the substrate, a building
material applied on the substrate and overlapping onto a
portion of the expansion or control joint, and a sealant
disposed in an opening, sulliciently bonding to the expan-
s1on or control joint and to the building material, such that
the gap between the expansion and control jomnt and the
building material 1s sealed by the sealant disposed within the
opening.

In another example, an expansion region 1s M-shaped, and
a void of the gasket 1s M-shaped. Alternatively, a void of the
gasket 1s V shaped. Yet another alternative has a cap-shaped
gasket. A sealant may include not only fluid materials but
also more rigid materials, such as backer rods.

In one example, one or more flanges protrude from the
base of the expansion region. When these flanges are pres-
ent, the gasket can remain disposed in overlying relation to
the expansion region permanently, for example.

In another example, a gasket may extend beyond the apex
of the expansion region, allowing the gasket to be used as a
gauge while the building material 1s being troweled onto an
exterior of a building, for example.
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In one example, an expansion region 1s A-shaped, and a
void of the gasket may be A-shaped, for example.

In each example, an opening 1s formed that permits a
sealant to be disposed as a bead, sealing an interface
between the expansion or control joint and the building
material, whereby water 1s prevented from entering the
interface between the expansion or control joint and the
building matenal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following drawings are illustrative examples and do
not further limit any claims that may eventually 1ssue.

FIG. 1 depicts a front view of an M shaped expansion or
control joint.

FIG. 2 depicts a upper perspective view of the M shaped
expansion or control joint of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3(a) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s1on or control joint having a building material applied to 1t
as 1n the prior art.

FIG. 3(b) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s10n or control joint having a gasket that extends beyond the
top edge of the expansion or control joint.

FIG. 3(¢) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
sion or control jomnt having a suflicient opening for the
placement of a sealant to sufliciently bond the expansion or
control joint and a building material together, sealing the gap
between them, after the gasket has been removed.

FIG. 4 depicts an upper perspective view of the M shaped
expansion or control joint gasket used 1 FIG. 3(b).

FIG. 5(a) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s1on or control joint having a building material applied to 1t
as 1n the prior art.

FIG. 5(b) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s10n or control joint having a gasket that extends beyond the
top edge of the expansion or control joint.

FIG. 5(¢) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
sion or control jomnt having a suflicient opening for the
placement of a sealant to sufliciently bond the expansion or
control joint and a building material together, sealing the gap
between them, after the gasket has been removed.

FIG. 6 depicts an upper perspective view of the M shaped
expansion or control joint gasket used in FIG. 5(5).

FIG. 7(a) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s10n or control joint having a gasket that extends beyond the
top edge of the expansion or control joint and a pair of
permanent gaskets.

FIG. 7(b) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s1on or control joint after a gasket has been removed and a
sealant 1nserted.

FIG. 8(a) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s1on or control joint having a building material applied to 1t
as 1n the prior art.

FIG. 8(b) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
s10n or control joint having a more rigid reusable gasket that
extends beyond the top edge of the expansion or control
jo1nt.

FIG. 8(c) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
sion or control joint having a suflicient opening for the
placement of a sealant to sufliciently bond the expansion or
control joint and a building material together, sealing the gap
between them, after the gasket has been removed.

FI1G. 9 depicts an upper perspective view of the M shaped
expansion or control joint gasket used 1 FIG. 8(b).

FI1G. 10a-b depicts a structural relationship between a top
view and a bottom view of the M-shaped expansion or
control joint of FIG. 8(») with a smaller gasket.
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FIG. 11(a) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
sion or control joint having a suflicient opening for the

placement of a backer rod to reduce water penetration 1nto
the expansion or control joint.

FIG. 11(b) depicts a bottom view of an M shaped expan-
sion or control joint having a suflicient opening for the
placement of a backer rod and sealant to suthliciently bond
the expansion or control joint and a building material
together after the gasket has been removed.

FIG. 12(a) depicts a bottom view of an A shaped expan-
s10n or control joint having a gasket that extends beyond the
top edge of the expansion or control joint.

FIG. 12(b) depicts a bottom view of an A shaped expan-
sion or control joint having a suflicient opening for the
placement of a sealant to sufliciently bond the expansion or
control joint and a building material together after the gasket
has been removed.

FIG. 13 depicts an upper perspective view of the A shaped
expansion or control joint gasket used 1 FIG. 12(a).

FIG. 14 depicts an upper perspective view ol an expan-
s10n or control joint having a “casing bead” with termination
channel and removable gasket strip with a pre-installed
gasket or backer rod.

FIG. 15(a) depicts a bottom view of the expansion or
control jomnt of FIG. 14 with termination channel and
removable gasket strip with a pre-installed gasket or backer
rod.

FIG. 15(b) depicts a bottom view of the expansion or
control jomnt of FIG. 14 with termination channel and
removable gasket strip without a pre-installed gasket or
backer rod.

When the same reference characters are used, these labels
refer to similar parts 1n the examples illustrated in the
drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description provides examples of a building
material including an expansion or control joint. Reference
may be made to the front, back, top, and bottom of an
expansion or control joint for orientation of the drawings.
For example, orientation may be in reference to the expan-
s1ion or control joint positioned longitudinally along a wall,
substantially horizontal to a ground plane reference. Expan-
sion or control joints may come 1n several configurations
and may be used for different purposes during preparation of
an exterior surface of a building. Examples of expansion and
control joints include M-type and A-type expansion or
control joints for use in the nstallation of stucco; however,
other building materials and other types of expansion or
control joints are included within the scope of this applica-
tion.

For example, an expansion or control joint 1s comprised
of any suitable material, such as concrete, plastic, cork,
foam, fiberglass, wood and suitable metals or alloys, rubber,
and their derivatives thereof, alone or in combination.

In one example, a gasket 1s comprised of any suitable
matenal, such as concrete, plastic, cork, foam, fiberglass,
wood and suitable metals or alloys, rubber, and derivatives
thereof; alone or in combination.

In one example, a sealant 1s comprised of any suitable
material capable of preventing or reducing water penetration
into the expansion or control joint and/or under the building
material. Examples include, but are not limited to, latex,
polysulfide, silicone, polyurethane, acrylic, urethane, butyl,
flexible foam, epoxy and other polymeric types, and deriva-
tives thereof, along with more rigid materials, such as a
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backer rod. It 1s contemplated that these materials can be
used alone or in combination.

As depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, an example of an expansion
or control joint, generally denoted by numeral 10, comprises
a generally M shaped expansion region 12 disposed longi-
tudinally along expansion or control joint 10. The generally
M-shaped expansion region 12 connects a first building
material 14, such as a planar lath panel, and a second
building material 16, such as a second planar lath panel. An
M-shaped expansion region 12 may include a V-shaped
center portion 30.

As depicted 1n FIG. 3(a), in the prior art, a building
material 26 1s applied to a substrate and overlapping a
portion of an expansion or control joint 10 up to the top edge
13 of expansion region 12. Tape 15 1s placed over V-shaped
center portion 30 of expansion region 12 to prevent building
material 26 from entering V shaped center portion 30 during
installation. After the building material 26 has cured, there
1s no significant bond between the building material 26 and
the expansion or control jomnt 10. Because there 1s no
significant bond, water easily penetrates into an interface
between the expansion or control joint 10 and the building
material 26, and finds 1ts way under the building material 26,
and/or at the top edge 13. A sealant may be applied at the
interface to prevent water penetration. However, as dis-
cussed, the prior art has failed to create an expansion or
control joint with enough space between building material
26 and expansion or control joint 10 to insert a suilicient
amount of sealant to seal the interface between the expan-
sion or control joint 10 and the building material 26.

For example, as depicted in FIGS. 3(b)-4, a removable
gasket 18 includes an M-shaped surface that 1s adapted to it
in overlying relation to voids of the M-shaped expansion
region 12. Removable gasket 18 extends laterally beyond
the boundary of M shaped expansion region 12 such that an
opening 22 1s created, when the removable gasket 18 is
removed from the M-shaped expansion region 12. As
depicted i FIG. 3(¢), for example, a sealant 40 1s disposed
within the opening 22 of the gap between expansion or
control joint an the building material. The sealant 40 fills the
opening and sufliciently bonds to the expansion or control
joint 10 to the building material 26 sealing the gap between
the expansion or control joint and the building material 26,
after the gasket has been removed and the sealant disposed
in the opening 22 sets or cures.

For example, as depicted in FIG. 4, aremovable gasket 18
includes upper extension 32 that extends beyond the top
edge 13 of the M shaped expansion region 12 of FIG. 3(b).
The upper extension 32 may be used as a gauge for the
thickness of building material 26 as 1t i1s troweled on. The
upper extension 32 allows for a thicker application of
building material 26 (or a lower profile expansion joint),
creating additional surface area on building material 26 to
which the sealant 40 may be bonded, as depicted 1in FIG.
3(c). In this way, the sealant bonds to both the expansion or
control joint 10 and the building material 26, sealing the
interface between the expansion or control joint 10 and the
building material 26 disposed on each side of the expansion
or control joint 10, with a single bead of sealant 40.

As depicted 1n FIG. 5(a), 1in the prior art, building material
26 1s applied to expansion or control joint 10 up to the top
edge 13 of expansion region 12. Tape 15 1s placed over
V-shaped center portion 30 of expansion region 12 to
prevent building material 26 from entering V shaped center
portion 30 during installation. After building material 26 has
cured, there 1s no significant bond between building material
26 and expansion or control joint 10. Because there 1s no
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significant bond, water penetrates between the expansion or
control joint 10 and the building material 26 at the interface
and under building material 26, and/or at the top edge 13.

In one example, as depicted 1n FIGS. 5(5)-6, a removable
gasket 18, such as a removable V-shaped gasket 28, 1s used
to form an opening, providing a “caulk tray” for a bead of
sealant. The removable V-shaped gasket 28 may be disposed
in overlying relation within a V-shaped center portion 30 of
an M-shaped expansion region 12. The V-shaped removable
gasket 28 extends beyond top edge 13 of the M-shaped
expansion region 12 such that a suflicient opening for the
placement of sealant 40 1s created when the removable
V-shaped gasket 28 1s removed. A sealant 40 1s disposed
within the opening, such that the sealant suiliciently bonds
to the expansion or control joint 10 and to the building
material 26, sealing the gap between them, after the gasket
has been removed.

As depicted 1 FIG. 6, a removable V-shaped gasket 28
comprises an upper extension 32. The upper extension 32
extends beyond top edge 13 of the M-shaped expansion
region 12 of FIG. 5(b). The upper extension 32 may be used
as a gage for application of a thickness of building material
26 as 1t 1s troweled, or otherwise applied, onto the substrate.
Upper extension 32 allows for a thicker application of
building material 26, thereby creating more surface area on
building material 26 to which sealant 40 can be bonded, as
depicted 1n FIG. 5(c).

For example, as depicted in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), expan-
s1on or control joint 10 further includes at least one flange 34
protruding from the base of an M-shaped expansion region
12. As an added barrier to prevent the passage of water,
permanent gasket 36 1s disposed around said protruding
flange. The permanent gasket may include any shape or size,

for example.

As depicted 1n FIG. 8(a), in the prior art, a substrate 101,
such as an exterior surface of a building already prepped for
application of a building material 26, has a building material
26 applied on a surface of the substrate and 1s applied to the
expansion or control joint 10 up to the top edge 13 of the
expansion region 12. Each of the examples provided 1n this
detailed disclosure includes such a substrate, but the sub-
strate 1s not shown 1n detail or 1s not shown, because a
person having ordinary skill in the art knows the various
methods for prepping the substrate and that the expansion or
control joint 1s fixed to the substrate, before the building
material 26 1s applied to the substrate 101. For example, a
tape 15 may be placed over a V-shaped center portion 30 of
an expansion region 12 to prevent the building material 26
from entering the V-shaped center portion 30 during instal-
lation. After the building material 26 has cured, there 1s no
significant bond between building material 26 and expansion
or control joint 10. Because there 1s no sigmificant bond,
water penetrates between the expansion or control joint 10
and the building material 26, under building matenal 26,
and/or at the top edge 13. The prior art fails to apply a sealant
or has no way to apply a sealant eflectively.

In another example, as depicted 1n FIGS. 8(5)-9, a remov-
able gasket 18 includes removable cap-shaped gasket 38.
Removable cap-shaped gasket 38 {its in overlying relation to
the M-shaped expansion region 12 such that the V-shaped
center portion 30 of the M-shaped expansion region 12
remains empty and void. The removable cap-shaped gasket
38 extends laterally beyond the boundary of the M-shaped
expansion region 12 such that a suflicient opening is created
between the expansion or control joint 10 and the building
material 26 when the removable cap-shaped gasket 38 1s
removed from M shaped expansion region 12. For example,
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the cap-shaped removable gasket 38 may extend 0.25"
beyond the boundary of M shaped expansion region 12,
providing a 023" opening and a V-shaped “caulk tray” for
the sealant. As depicted in FIG. 8(c), the sealant 40 1s
disposed within the opening and sufliciently bonds to the
expansion or control joint 10 and to the building material 26,

sealing the gap between them, after the gasket has been
removed.

For example, as depicted in FIG. 9, the removable cap-
shaped gasket 38 includes an upper extension 32 that
extends beyond the top edge 13 of the M-shaped expansion
region 12 of FIG. 8(b). The upper extension 32 can be used
as a gauge for the thickness of building material 26 as 1t 1s
troweled on. The upper extension 32 allows for a thicker
application of building material 26, thereby creating more
surface area on building material 26 to which a sealant 40
can be bonded, as depicted 1in FIG. 8(c), when sealant 1s
disposed 1n the opening.

FIG. 10a-b depicts a structural relationship between a top
view and a bottom view of the expansion or control joint 10
of FI1G. 8(b), for example. The dotted lines depicted 1n FIG.
10a-b 1llustrate this structural relationship of where the
aspects of the top view of this example may align with the
aspects of the bottom view of this example. This example
also depicts an 1sosceles triangle on each side of the gasket
38 with a 0.25" vertical measurement and a 0.25" horizontal
measurement.

In another example, as depicted in FIG. 11(a)-(b), a
backer rod 52 1s installed upon removal of a removable
gasket. The backer rod 52 may be istalled with no sealant,
as depicted i FIG. 11(a), or sealant 41 may be disposed 1n
overlying relation to the backer rod 52, as depicted 1n FIG.
11(»). Any backer rod known in the art may be used. The
backer rod 52 may be installed upon removal of the remov-
able gasket, whether the removable gasket 18 of FIG. 3(b)
or FIG. 7(a), the removable gasket 28 of FIG. 5(b), the
removable gasket 38 of FIG. 8(b), or another suitably-
shaped removable gasket 1s utilized within any suitably-
shaped expansion region 12 of an expansion or control joint
10. The backer rod 52 may help the integrity of the expan-
s1on or control joint and/or the sealant, which may, in turn,
reduce water penetration into the expansion or control joint
10, under the building material 26, and/or at the top edge 13.

In another example, as depicted i FIGS. 12(a)-(b), a
removable gasket 18 comprises an A-shaped gasket 48. The
removable A-shaped gasket 48 fits 1n overlying relation to
the A-shaped expansion region 50. The removable A-shaped
gasket 48 extends laterally beyond the boundary of the
A-shaped expansion region 50 such that a suflicient opening,
1s created between the expansion or control joint 10 and the
building material 26, when the removable A-shaped gasket
48 1s removed from the A-shaped expansion region 50. As
depicted in FIG. 12(b), a sealant 40 1s disposed within the
opening and sufliciently bonds to the expansion or control
joint 10 and to the building material 26, sealing the gap
between them, after the gasket has been removed.

Moreover, as depicted in FIG. 13, the removable
A-shaped gasket 48 comprises an upper extension 32 that
extends beyond the top edge 13 of the A-shaped expansion
region 50 of FI1G. 12(a). The upper extension 32 can be used
as a gauge for the thickness of the building material 26 to be
applied, such as by troweling 1t on. The upper extension 32
allows for a thicker application of bulding material 26,
thereby creating more surface area on the building material
26 to which the sealant 40 1s bonded, as depicted in FIG.
12(b), for example.
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As depicted i FIGS. 14 and 15(a)-(b), another example
comprises an expansion or control joint having a “casing
bead” shape. It acts as a gauge for the placement of a casing
bead, denoted generally by the reference numeral 60, on
various systems, including stucco systems, for example. It
leaves an opening 38 at its termination point to be used as
a “caulk tray.” The casing bead 60 includes a substantially
horizontal elongated base 53, a substantially vertical elon-
gated flange 35 extending perpendicularly from the substan-
tially horizontal elongated base 53. A return tlange 57 may
extend perpendicularly from the top of the substantially
vertical elongated tlange 55 and away from the termination
channel 58. The angles between the substantially horizontal
clongated base and the substantially vertical elongated
flange and between the substantially vertical elongated
flange and the return flange can vary depending on the shape
of the casing bead needed at the termination point.

This example may have a removable gasket strip 54
abutting the substantially vertical elongated flange 55 and
disposed 1n overlying relation to the termination channel 58
and to an optional permanent gasket or backer rod 56 placed
between the bead 60 and the building material 26. When the
removable gasket strip 54 1s removed, it exposes the cavity
58 into which the sealant 40 can be disposed, creating a bond
between the casing bead 60 and the building maternial 26,
thus preventing water penetration at this termination channel
58. The removable gasket strip 54 may serve as a gauge for
proper spacing and prevention of debris, including cement,
from falling into the cavity 38. Moreover, the embodiment
contemplates an optionally-installed seal, not shown, to help
prevent leaks in the event a sealant fails.

Additionally, this expansion or control joint with the
“casing bead” shape acts as a shield on the outside edge for
the purpose of preventing mud or debris from falling into the
resultant cavity (1.e., termination channel 58) while finish-
ing. The embodiment may have a pre-installed gasket or
backer rod 56. The purpose 1s to seal off the exterior stucco
termination channel 38 (via the casing bead 60) from
dissimilar/unwanted building material to which 1t 1s adjacent
after installation. The termination channel 58 can thus also
help enable thermal expansion and/or contraction of a wall

or other plane.

Certain embodiments of the current invention contem-
plate removable gaskets of any shape or size necessary to be
disposed within the expansion region of the expansion or
control joint, such that, when removed, a suflicient opening
for the placement of a sealant 1s created to sutliciently bond
to the expansion or control joint and to the building material,
sealing the gap between them.

The removable gasket and/or expansion or control joint
may be any shape or size used at control joints and at
termination points such as doors and windows. The general
1idea 1s to create a bond between the two dissimilar building
products which in normal circumstances would not bond
together. The means to achieve this 1s by installing a
removable gasket to create a caulk tray and create a suili-
cient opening for the placement of a sealant after removal of
the gasket. The sealant sufliciently bonds to the expansion or
control joint and to the building matenal, sealing the inter-
face between them, or bridges the building material across
the expansion or control joint, bonding to the adjacent
building materials, sealing the interface between them. This
creates a more water resistant expansion or control joint.

Various combinations and arrangement of the disclosed
features may be made, as will be recognized by a person
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having ordinary skill in the art, and the disclosure and
drawings are 1illustrative and should not be interpreted as
limiting the claims.

This detailed description provides examples including

features and elements of the claims for the purpose of 5

enabling a person having ordinary skill in the art to make
and use the inventions recited 1n the claims. However, these
examples are not mtended to limit the scope of the claims,
directly. Instead, the examples provide features and elements
of the claims that, having been disclosed in these descrip-
tions, claims and drawings, may be altered and combined in
ways that are known 1n the art.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. An exterior of a building, the building comprising a
wall, the exterior of the building comprising;:

the wall disposed vertically to the ground;

a layer of a building material disposed against the wall;

an expansion or control joint, a portion of the expansion
or control joint being disposed against the wall, the
layer of the building material overlapping the portion o
the expansion or control joint against the wall but not
overlapping another portion of the expansion or control
joint, such that the another portion of the expansion or
control joint 1s exposed, and an 1interface exists between
the expansion or control joint and the layer of the
building material, and an opening 1s formed at the
interface; and
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a sealant 1s disposed in the opening, such that the sealant
1s exposed and forms a portion of the exterior of the
building and contacts a substantial portion of the
another portion of the expansion or control joint and a
substantial portion of the building maternial, wherein the
sealant bonds to the substantial portion of the another
portion of the expansion or control joint and bonds to
the substantial portion of the building material, such
that the sealant seals the interface between the expan-
sion or control joint and the building material wherein
the expansion or control joint comprises an M-shaped
profile, and the layer of the building material extends to
one side of the M-shaped profile, the opeming being
formed on the one side of the M-shaped profile, such
that the opening provides a “caulk tray” for the sealant
disposed within the opening between the M-shaped
profile and the building material, sealing the interface
without entirely covering the another portion of the
expansion or control joint.

2. The exterior of the building of claim 1, wherein the
expansion or control joint includes a tlange extending out-
wardly from the M-shaped profile, and the building material
extends under the flange.

3. The exterior of the building of claim 2, wherein the
expansion or control joint includes a permanent gasket on a
distal end of the flange opposite of the M-shaped profile.
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