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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
ENHANCING AN AUDIO OUTPUT FROM A
TARGET SOURCE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to a hearing assistance system and
more particularly to an adaptive directional apparatus that
utilizes adaptive beamiforming to focus 1n a direction of a
source of a target sound.

BACKGROUND

Among e¢lectronic devices, portable mobile devices
include a telephone, camera, a microphone, and a speaker.
The mobile device may have an operating system (OS) that
can run various types of application software, known as apps.
The mobile devices may be capable of performing commu-
nication through Wireless Fidelity (WiF1), or 3" Generation
(3G), 4” Generation (4G) network, with neighboring devices
through a Bluetooth module, and Near Field Communication
(NFC). In addition, a variety of location information services
can be accessed using the mobile device by simultaneously
employing a Global Positioning System (GPS) module, a
terrestrial magnetism sensor, or an ambient light sensor, etc.
The mobile device may allow a user to capture a High Defi-
nition (HD) video by using a digital camera, to listen to the
music by using an MPEG Audio Layer-3 (MP3), and to enjoy
a video file by storing the file onto an internal memory with-
out an additional encoding process.

With more advanced computing capability and connectiv-
ity, mobile devices have become popular 1n society. In addi-
tion, the functionality of the mobile device and the rapid
development of mobile applications are additional attributes
that have contributed to the popularity of owning a mobile
device.

SUMMARY

In a first illustrative embodiment, a computer-program
product embodied 1n a non-transitory computer read-able
medium that 1s programmed for transmitting audio data to
one or more outputs for audio playback. The computer-pro-
gram product comprises instructions for receiving at least one
of a digital image of a target source using a camera, and
distance and angle information of the target source entered at
a user interface. The computer-program product further com-
prises instructions for generating one or more {irst coordi-
nates based on the at least one of the digital image and the
distance and angle information. The computer-program prod-
uct further comprises instructions for receiving audio data
from the target source 1n response to adjusting a sensitivity of
a first microphone based on the one or more first coordinates
and transmitting the audio data to one or more outputs for
audio playback.

In a second 1illustrative embodiment, a mobile device for
receiving audio data from a target source for playback at one
or more outputs. The mobile device includes a camera and at
least one control module. The at least one control module
configured to recerve a digital image of a target source from
the camera and generate one or more {irst coordinates based
on the digital image. The at least one control module further
configured to receirve audio data from the target source 1n
response to adjusting a sensitivity of a first microphone based
on the one or more first coordinates and transmit the audio
data to one or more outputs for audio playback.
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In a third illustrative embodiment, a method for transmait-
ting audio data to one or more outputs for audio playback. The
method may receive, via a control module, at least one of a
first digital 1mage of a target source from a camera and dis-
tance and angle information of the target source at a user
interface. The method may generate one or more {irst coor-
dinates based on the at least one of the first digital image and
the distance and angle information. The method may receive
audio data from the target source 1n response to adjusting the
sensitivity of the microphone and transmit the audio data to
one or more outputs for audio playback.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A-1C depict various diagrams 1llustrating a capture
scenario of a target source according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram of a mobile device accord-
ing to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 depicts a tlow chart 1llustrating a method for oper-
ating a hearing assistance system with the mobile device
according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 4A-4C depict various diagrams illustrating the
mobile device forming a beam 1n the direction of the target
source according to an embodiment;

FIG. § depicts a diagram 1llustrating an off-axis noise
detector for defusing detected noise that 1s not recerved from
the target source according to an embodiment; and

FIG. 6 1s a flow chart 1llustrating a method for controlling
one or more microphones to recerve sound from the target
source according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure are described
herein. It 1s to be understood, however, that the disclosed
embodiments are merely examples and other embodiments
can take various and alternative forms. The figures are not
necessarily to scale; some features could be exaggerated or
minimized to show details of particular components. There-
fore, specific structural and functional details disclosed
herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a
representative basis for teaching one skilled in the art to
variously employ the embodiments. As those of ordinary skall
in the art will understand, various features illustrated and
described with reference to any one of the figures can be
combined with features 1llustrated in one or more other fig-
ures to produce embodiments that are not explicitly illus-
trated or described. The combinations of features illustrated
provide representative embodiments for typical applications.
Various combinations and modifications of the features con-
sistent with the teachings of this disclosure, however, could
be desired for particular applications or implementations.

The embodiments of the present disclosure generally pro-
vide for a plurality of circuits or other electrical devices. All
references to the circuits and other electrical devices and the
functionality provided by each, are not intended to be limited
to encompassing only what 1s illustrated and described
herein. While particular labels may be assigned to the various
circuits or other electrical devices disclosed, such labels are
not mtended to limit the scope of operation for the circuits and
the other electrical devices. Such circuits and other electrical
devices may be combined with each other and/or separated 1n
any manner based on the particular type of electrical imple-
mentation that 1s desired. It 1s recognized that any circuit or
other electrical device disclosed herein may include any num-
ber of microprocessors, integrated circuits, memory devices
(e.g., FLASH, random access memory (RAM), read only



US 9,426,568 B2

3

memory (ROM), electrically programmable read only
memory (EPROM), electrically erasable programmable read
only memory (EEPROM), or other suitable variants thereof)
and software which co-act with one another to perform opera-
tion(s) disclosed herein. In addition, any one or more of the
clectric devices may be configured to execute a computer-
program that 1s embodied in a non-transitory computer read-
able medium that 1s programmed to perform any number of
the functions as disclosed.

In public spaces such as a cafeteria, a community hall,
airport, and/or auditorium, it may become difficult to listen to
a presenter, watch a television, and/or hear an announcement
over a public address system. It becomes difficult for a person
to focus on listening to the content of what 1s being announced
with the surrounding noise. Therefore, an apparatus or
method 1s needed to amplity a target source of sound that may
be of interest to a user. It should also be noted that hearing loss
may be sudden or gradual for older and elderly adults; there-
tore the apparatus or method may be used to assist a user with
hearing impairment.

The apparatus may be implemented on a mobile device
platform. The mobile device platform may include, but is not
limited to, a smart phone, tablet, and/or laptop. The mobile
device includes an adaptive beamforming method to aimy/
focus one or more microphones thereof toward the target
source of the sound. The adaptive beamforming method may
rely on the principals of wave propagation and phase relation-
ships. For example, the adaptive beamforming method may
determine the sensitivity of sound arrival from the target
source of sound using one or more microphones. The adaptive
beamforming method may adjust the delay of the one or more
microphones to increase the static to noise ratio (SNR) from
the target source direction based on the sensitivity of sound
arrival. The adaptive beamforming method may calculate the
arrival of sound form the one or more microphones based on
an equation having several variables that include, but 1s not
limited to, a signal frequency, arrival angle, speed of sound,
and the number of microphones on the mobile device. The
adaptive beamforming method may be improved by includ-
ing additional variables in the arrival of sound equation based
on a captured image of the target source of sound, user input,
or any combination thereof.

The mobile device uses adaptive beamforming to extract
sound sources 1 a room, such as multiple speakers 1n an
auditorrum. The adaptive beamiorming method determines
the sensitivity ol a microphone array for signals coming from
a particular direction. Such a determination of the sensitivity
of the microphone array for signals coming from a particular
direction are applied with the adaptive beamforming method
and may be used to aim/focus one or more microphones. The
adaptive beamiforming method may also reject unwanted
sound from other directions.

The present disclosure provides a hearing assistant appa-
ratus or an adaptive directional apparatus that, once executed
on hardware, utilizes adaptive beamiorming to provide hear-
ing assistance with the use of a camera 1image, user input data,
and/or one or more microphones. The apparatus may use data
received from an 1image taken by the camera and/or user input
data 1n combination with adaptive beamforming to provide
speech detection and response. The adaptive beamiorming
includes combining signals from one or more microphones to
amplily a sound signal from a target direction. The adaptive
beamforming also includes amplitying sound while attenuat-
ing sound signals from other directions. The adaptive beam-
forming 1ncludes determining the target direction with the
signals from the one or more microphones and may not take
into account the nature of the incoming signals. The apparatus
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may reduce noise signals as well as speech signals that are not
coming from the target direction.

The apparatus may provide for an improved calculation of
the direction of the target source by allowing additional aim
information to where the target 1s located by adjusting the
sensitivity of the one or more microphones. The additional
aim information generally includes distance, direction, angle,
and/or position of the target source that may be calculated
from an 1image and/or mnput received from a user interface.
The additional aim information may be applied with an input
from one or more microphones to the adaptive beamiorming
algorithm.

FIG. 1A-1C are diagrams 1llustrating a capture scenario of
a target source 101 using a camera of a mobile device 100
according to an embodiment. The mobile device 100 includes
any combination of hardware and software to execute a hear-
ing assistant apparatus (and/or application) to assist 1n ampli-
tying the target source 101 of sound. The camera may be
integrated within the mobile device 100 to assist 1n determin-
ing the location of the target source 101 of sound.

The diagram 1n FIG. 1A 1llustrates the mobile device 100
capturing the target source 101 which 1s directly in front of the
mobile device 100. The target source 101 may include a
presenter that 1s stationary at a podium and/or a moving
target. The mobile device 100 may provide a grid 104 on a
display screen thereol to improve aiming of the mobile device
100 when capturing the image. For example when the mobile
device 100 1s being aimed towards the presenter, the gird 104
along with the target source 101 1s provided on the display
screen of the mobile device 100 as shown 1in FIG. 1A. The
mobile device 100 may request additional information about
the target source 101 including, butnot limited to, 1f the target
source 101 1s stationary or a moving target. If the target source
101 1s a moving target, the mobile device 100 may request
additional information with regard to the movement settings
including, but not limited to, the approximate length of
allowed movement 102. The mobile device 100 may calculate
the depth and angle information based on the camera image of
the target source 101. The mobile device 100 may improve
adaptive beamiorming control by adjusting the sensitivity of
one or more microphones positioned therein based on the
calculate depth and angle form the camera image while using
the input information regarding the movement area 102 of the
target source 101.

The diagram of FIG. 1B illustrates a capture scenario of the
target source 101 which 1s at a distance and positioned to the
right of the mobile device 100. The target source 101 1n this
example may include a television or other suitable audio
visual device that may be stationary. The mobile device 100
may prompt the display screen with the grid 104 1n order to
improve the aim of the camera when capturing the image. The
orid 104 may also be configured to allow the mobile device
100 to improve the calculation of the direction, distance,
and/or angle from the mobile device 100 to the target source
104. The mobile device 100 may calculate depth and angle
information 106 based on the captured image of the target
source 101. The mobile device 100 may improve the adaptive
beamiorming calculation for adjusting the sensitivity of the
one or more microphones based on the calculated depth,
distance, and/or angle position from the camera image. The
mobile device 100 may use the layout/configuration of the
orid 104 to improve the calculation for adjusting the sensitiv-
ity (e.g., aiming) of the one or more microphones.

The diagram of FIG. 1C 1illustrates a capture scenario of a
target source 101 which 1s at a distance and positioned to the
lett of the mobile device 100. The target source 101 may be a
speaker from an electronic sound amplification and distribu-
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tion system that broadcasts audible data for a presenter 111.
The mobile device 100 may provide the grid 104 on the
display thereol to improve the aim of the camera on the
mobile device 100 when capturing the target source 101 (e.g.,
the speaker). The mobile device 100 may calculate the height,
depth, distance, and/or angle from the mobile device 100 to
the target source 101. The mobile device 100 may also cal-
culate the height, depth, distance, and/or angle information
106 based on the camera 1image of the target source 101. The
mobile device 100 may improve the adaptive beamiorming,
equation for adjusting the sensitivity of the one or more
microphones based on the calculated information from the
image. The mobile device 100 may employ adaptive beam-
forming with such information to improve the aim of one or
more microphones thereot to the target source 101, therefore
improving the audible reception of the speaker (or the target
source 101).

FI1G. 2 15 a block diagram 1llustrating the mobile device 100
having adaptive direction control according to an embodi-
ment. The mobile device 100 1s generally configured to
amplify sound from the target source 101 to assist a user 1n
listening to content that 1s being broadcast over surrounding
noise. The mobile device 100 generally includes a control
module 202 (e.g., at least one processor), one or more micro-
phones 208, a camera 204, storage memory 210 (e.g., internal
or external to the mobile device 100), a display 212, a user
interface 206, a communication port 214, an input sensor 222,
a speaker 216, and/or a headphone aux 224. The one or more
microphones 208 may receive the sounds from the target
source 101. The control module 202 may process the received
sounds and perform adaptive beamforming with the use of a
beamiormer module 220 based on data received from one or
more sources including, but not limited to, the mput sensor
222, user mput recerved at the user interface 206, and/or a
received image taken by the camera 204. Such data may allow
the mobile device 100 to determine the distance, direction,
angle, height and/or overall position of the target source 101.
Data recerved from the camera 204 and/or user input 206 may
provide additional parameters for adaptive beamforming to
adjust the sensitivity for aiming or directing the one or more
microphones 208 toward the target source 101.

The mobile device 100 may use the data from the input
sensor 222, the user interface 206, and/or the camera 204 to
determine a distance, direction, and angle of the target source
101 of sound. The camera 204 may provide an 1mage of the
target source 101 and from the image, the mobile device 100
may determine the distance to the target source 101 by using
several mathematical equations including, but not limited to:

distance (mm) = (1)

focal lengthy (mm)=real height of the object (mm)
1image height (pixels)

object height (pixels)*sensor height (mm)

where the mobile device 100 may request an estimated real
height of the object at the user interface 206. The ratio of the
s1ze of the object on a sensor of the camera 204 and the size of
the object 1n real life 1s the same as the ratio between the focal
length and distance to the object. Another example of calcu-
lating distance to the target source 101 with an 1mage taken by
the camera 204 may include, but 1s not limited to:
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X 2)

X
7 d

where X 1s the si1ze of the object on the sensor, 1 1s focal length
of the lens, X 1s the size of the object, and d 1s the distance
from the mobile device 100 to the target source 101. The size
of the object X may be determined by, but 1s not limited to,
requiring the mobile device 100 to obtain two or more 1mages
of the target source 101 within the same line of sight, but at
slightly different distances. For example, consider

x1 X (3)
/o d
x2 X (4)
f o d

where a first photo of atarget source 101 includes a first image
s1Ze X,, and a distance d,. Further, a second photo 1s at s
distance (e.g., millimeters, meters, etc. . . . ) closer to the target
source 101 and includes a second 1image si1ze X, and a distance
d,. In this case, the second 1image size X, may be slightly
larger than the first image size x, . Therefore the distance may
be calculated using the following equation:

(3)

The mobile device 100 may use the received data from the
input sensor 222, user interface 206, and/or camera 204 to
determine a distance, direction, and/or angle of the target
source 101 of sound. The data may be used to calculate a
location/direction of the target source 101 by implementing
different techniques to measure the distance and/or angle of
the target source 101. The mobile device 100 may employ any
one or more of the following techniques to measure the dis-
tance and/or angle of the target source 101: object placement
in the image, other objects 1n the frame, sharpness of the
actual object relative to the nearest object, and/or edge detec-
tion and angle determination. The camera 204 may provide an
image of the target source 101 and from the 1image the control

module 202 may determine the angle to the target source 101
by using several mathematical equations including, but not
limited to:

(6)

siné =

(7)

s1nf =

~la =] 4

where d 1s direction of the target source 101 and L 1s the
distance as shown as the depth, distance and angle informa-
tion 106 (see FI1G. 1B-1C). The negative sin 0 1n equation (6)
may be used for the target source 101 that is to the left of the
mobile device 100 as shown in FIG. 1C. The sin 0 1n equation
(7) may be used for the target source 101 that 1s to the right of
the mobile device 100 as shown in FIG. 1B. The mobile
device 100 may determine boundaries/edges of the target
source 101 to determine at least one of direction, distance, and
angle. For example, the mobile device 100 may determine the
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upper corner of the target source 101 to find the angle between
the virtual straight line and the edges of the target source 101.

The mobile device 100 may request user mput of one or
more parameters at the user interface 206 to also determine
the distance to the target source 101 1n combination with, or
in the absence of, having the mobile device 100 take a picture
of the target source 101 using the camera 204. The request for
user input 206 may be presented and received on the display
212 of the mobile device 100. The user input 206 may include,
but 1s not limited to, an estimated position, angle, height,
and/or distance of the target source 101. The display 212 may
have an integrated user interface 206 by including a touch
screen, keyboard, mouse, and/or a combination thereof. The
mobile device 100 may obtain position information as input
to adaptive beamforming with the use of input sensors 222 to
determine position of the target source 101 1n relation to the
mobile device 100. The mput sensors 222 may include, but 1s
not limited to, a gyroscope and/or an accelerometer to provide
such mobile device position information.

The beamformer module 220 may adjust the sensitivity of
the one or more microphones 208 for controlling the one or
more microphones 208 toward the target source 101 (or pro-
vide a target direction for the one or more microphones 208
with respect to the target source 101). The beamiormer mod-
ule 220 may include a speech detector (not shown) and/or a
steering module (not shown). The beamformer module may
adjust the sensitivity of one or more microphones to allow
signals from the target source to arrive at the same time 1n a
signal array to generate a maximum amplified output. The
beamformer module 220 may cancel sounds that are not from
the target source 101 wvia the adaptive beamforming. For
example, the speech detector may detect an off-axis speech or
speech that 1s not from the target source 101. The steering
module may receive the detected off-axis speech signals by
adjusting the sensitivity of one or more microphones. The
beamformer module may eliminate the off-axis signals from
the recerved target source signals when generating the maxi-
mum amplified output, therefore substantially reducing the
cancellation of the off-axis speech.

The memory 210 1s in communication with the control
module 202 and 1s a computer-readable storage medium that
may store a set of instructions including direction instruc-
tions, signal processing, beamiorming, and/or speech detec-
tor 1nstructions. The mobile device 100 includes any hard-
ware for executing such set ol instructions. The hardware may
include, but i1s not limited to, a direction module 218. The
direction module 218 may calculate direction of the target
source 101 1n relation to the mobile device 100 based on the
image of the target source 101 and/or the depth, distance, and
angle information 106 received from the user interface 206.

FI1G. 3 1s a flow chart 1llustrating a method 300 for execut-
ing the hearing assistance application with the mobile device
100 according to an embodiment. Although the various
operations shown in the flowchart diagram 300 appear to
occur in a chronological sequence, at least some of the opera-
tions may occur 1n a different order, and some operations may
be performed concurrently or not at all.

In operation 302, the mobile device 100 imitiates execution
of the hearing assistance application via hardware thereof.
The mobile device 100 may request target source 101 1nfor-
mation by transmitting a message to the display 212. The
requested target information may include the option of taking,
a photographic image of the target source 101 using the
device camera 204 and/or requesting target source 101 coor-
dinate data at the user interface 206. The mobile device 100
may allow for the target source 101 data to be entered manu-
ally at the user interface 206/display 212 or the mobile device
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100 may determine the target information automatically via
the photographic image taken with the camera 204 as set forth
in operation 304.

In operation 306, the mobile device 100 may receive manu-
ally entered target data including, but not limited to, direction,
angle, and/or distance imnformation from the mobile device
100 to the target source 101. The camera 204 captures an
image of the target source 101 1n operation 308.

In operation 310, the mobile device 100 1s aimed 1n the
direction of the target source 101. The mobile device 100 may
use additional input sensors 222 (e.g., gyroscope) to deter-
mine position of the mobile device 100 when 1t 1s being aimed
in the direction of the target source 101. The mobile device
100 may present a grid screen 104 on the display 212 to assist
a user 1n aiming the mobile device 100 1n the direction of the
target source 101 as set forth in operation 312. Animage taken
within the grid screen 104 provides the mobile device 100 the
ability to determine direction, angle, and/or distance the tar-
get source 101 1s from the mobile device 100. The mobile
device 100 may request one or more 1mages to determine the
distance from the mobile device 100 to the target source 101
based on the location of the target source 101.

In operation 314, once the imagine(s) has been recorded,
the mobile device 100 may be placed 1n a resting position
aimed towards the target source 101 such that the mobile
device 100 may determine the adjusted sensitivity for con-
trolling the aim of the one or more microphones 208 towards
the target source 101. The mobile device 100 may determine
direction, distance, and/or angle of the target source 101 and
generate reference parameters for use during adaptive beam-
forming. For example, the reference parameters may be used
to adjust the delays between the one or more microphones 208
to the target source 101 such that the signal from different
microphones 1s superimposed on each other creating a signal
of higher SNR as set forth 1n operation 316.

In operation 318, the mobile device 100 may request input
information regarding whether the target source 101 1s a
stationary target or a moving target. For example, 11 the target
source 101 1s a stationary target such as a television mounted
to a wall, then the mobile device 100 may know that the
adjusted sensitivity of the one or more microphones 208 may
be aimed at that specific location. If the target source 101 1s a
moving target such as a presenter that 1s on a stage, then the
mobile device 100 may request input information that may
include, but 1s not limited to, the size of the stage or presen-
tation area 1n operation 320. The mput information may allow
the mobile device 100 to provide a builer zone such that the
adaptive beamiorming of the one or more microphones 208
may adjust based on the moving target dimensions (e.g., size
of stage).

In operation 322, the mobile device 100 1s placed 1n a
resting position aimed towards the target source 101 and the
gyroscope on the mobile device 100 1s set to the reference
parameters determined by the resting position. The gyroscope
may be used as an mput sensor 222 for feedback detection to
the adaptive beamiorming module to determine 11 the mobile
device 100 1s moved from the resting position. The mobile
device 100 may determine and update the distance/angle/
direction of the target source 101 from the mobile device 100
based on the gyroscope data, manually entered data, and/or
the captured image data of the target source 101 as set forth in
operation 324.

In operation 326, the mobile device 100 may choose the
aim direction of the one or more microphones 208 to use for
maximum directivity. The mobile device 100 may adjust the
sensitivity of the one or more microphones 208 to improve
signal-to-noise ratio. For example, two microphones 208 may
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have the sensitivity adjusted such that their microphone sig-
nals arrive at the same time from the target source 101, there-
fore the signals are aligned before they are summed creating
the desired sound for amplification. While the two micro-
phones signal are aligned for amplification, there may be
other microphones on the mobile device 100 adjusted to
reduce unwanted surrounding noise via adaptive beamiorm-
ing.

In another example, the mobile device 100 may receive
audio data from the target source 101 using a first microphone
via adaptive beamiorming such that a first amplitude 1s gen-
crated based on the audio data. The mobile device 100 may
receive an off-axis noise using a second microphone via adap-
tive beamforming such that a second amplitude 1s generated
based on the off-axis noise. The mobile device 100 may
determine a difference between the first amplitude and the
second amplitude to provide a resultant amplitude. The
resultant amplitude may be applied to the first amplitude to
increase the signal-to-noise ratio of the audio data from the
target source 101.

In operation 328, the mobile device 100 may monitor
movement using one or more mnput sensors 222. If the mobile
device 100 detects movement, the mobile device 100 may
receive data from the gyroscope with regard to the movement
to update the adaptive beamforming determination in opera-
tion 330.

In operation 332, the gyroscope may transmit the move-
ment of the mobile device 100 such that the direction and
angle of the target source 101 from the mobile device 100 may
be updated based on the movement. The mobile device 100
may continue to recerve microphone data (e.g., signals) form
the one or more microphones 208 aimed in the direction of the
target source 101 as set forth 1n operation 334. The mobile
device 100 may output the microphone data from the target
source 101 to one or more outputs including, but not limited
to, a speaker 216 in communication with the mobile device
100 and/or a headphone auxiliary jack 224 configured with
the mobile device 100 as set forth 1n operation 336. The
microphone data may include noise reduction of the sound
surrounding the mobile device 100 based on one or more
microphones 208 positioned away from the target source 101.

FIG. 4A-4C are diagrams 400 illustrating the mobile
device 100 forming a beam in the direction of the target
source 101 according to an embodiment. The mobile device
100 may have microphones positioned throughout the device.
In this example, the mobile device 100 may have four micro-
phones 208 located at each corner of the mobile device 100.
For example, microphone 2085 may be located at the right top
corner, microphone 208a may be located at the left top corner,
microphone 2084 may be located at the right bottom corner,
and microphone 208¢ may be located at the left bottom cor-
ner.

In FIG. 4 A, the target source 101 may be located to the left
of the mobile device 100. The mobile device 100 may capture
an 1mage ol the target source 101 and based on the image
calculate distance, angle, and/or height of the target source
101 from the mobile device 100. Based on the calculation of
the target source 101 positioned to the left of the mobile
device 100, the adaptive beamforming may adjust the sensi-
tivity of the four microphones 208 to aim 401 towards the
target source 101 of desired sound. For example, the left top
corner microphone 208a may receive the audio data signal
first before the right top corner microphone 2085, and left
bottom corner microphone 208¢ may receive the audio data
signal before the right bottom corner microphone 2084.
Therefore, the adaptive beamforming may adjust the sensi-
tivity of the four microphones to delay the arrive of the audio
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data signals such that the audio data signals from the target
source 101 are receive at the audio array at the same time for
generating a maximum output amplitude.

In FIG. 4B, the mobile device 100 may be located directly
in front of the target source 101. The mobile device 100 may
capture an 1mage of the target source 101 to calculate dis-
tance, angle, and/or height from the desired source of sound to
the mobile device 100. Based on the calculation of the target
source 101 positioned to the center of the mobile device 100,
the adaptive beamiorming control of the microphones 208
may only require adjusting the sensitivity of the two front
microphones 208a 2085 to aim 403 towards the target source
101.

In FIG. 4C, the target source 101 may be located to the right
of the mobile device 100. The mobile device 100 may capture
an 1mage and/or receive mput from a user interface 206 to
calculate distance, angle, and/or height of the target source
101 1n relation to the mobile device 100 position. Based on the
calculation of the target source 101 positioned to the right of
the mobile device 100, the adaptlve beamforming control of
the microphones 208 may only require adjusting the sensitiv-
ity of the two front microphones 208a 2085 to aim 405
towards the target source 101. For example, the right top
corner microphone 20856 may receive the audio data signal
first before the left top corner microphone 208a. Therefore,
the adaptive beamforming may adjust the sensitivity of the
right top corner microphone 2085 to delay the arrive of the
signal such that the audio data signals from the target source
101 are recerve at the audio array at the same time for gener-
ating a maximum output amplitude.

FIG. 5 1s a diagram 500 1llustrating an off-axis noise detec-
tor for defusing detected noise that i1s not received from the
target source 101 according to an embodiment. The mobile
device 100 may adjust the sensitivity and delay between the
target source 101 and the one or more microphones 208 to
develop the cancelation of surrounding noise. The cancelling
of the surrounding noise may improve the amplified sound of
the target source 101.

The mobile device 100 may 1nclude, but 1s not limited to,
having microphones 208 located at each corner of the mobile
device 100. The mobile device 100 may capture an 1image
and/or recerve user input from a user iterface 206 to calculate
an approximate height and distance value of the target source
101 1n relation to the mobile device 100 position. The calcu-
lated height and distance value from the captured 1image and/
or recerved 1mput data may be applied to the adaptive beam-
forming to adjust the sensitivity of the one or more
microphones 208 (¢.g., 208a and 2085) to aim 501 toward the
target source 101.

For example, microphone 208a may receirve the target
source audio data at a target source amplitude via adaptive
beamiorming. The mobile device 100 may assign micro-
phone 2084 via adaptive beamiorming to adjust the sensitiv-
ity of the microphone 2084 for recerving the off-axis noise
512 (e.g., the night side of the mobile device 100) at a noise
amplitude. The mobile device may determine a high ampli-
tude difference between the target source amplitude and the
noise amplitude. The high amplitude difference creates a
signal of higher SNR, therefor cancelling the surrounding
off-axis noise 512 while improving the amplification of the
target source 101.

FIG. 6 1s a flow chart illustrating a method 600 for control-
ling one or more microphones 208 to receive sound from the
target source 101 according to an embodiment. The method
600 may be implemented on the mobile device 100.

In operation 602, the mobile device 100 includes one or
more microphones 208 that may receive sound from a variety




US 9,426,568 B2

11

of sources including, but not limited, a television speaker, a
presenter, and/or an audio amplification system. The mobile
device 100 may recerve an image from the integrated camera
204 capturing the desired target source 101 of sound 1n opera-
tion 604. The mobile device 100 may determine depth and
angle based on the image of the target source 101 of sound 1n
operation 606.

In operation 608, the mobile device 100 may determine a
direction of arrival based on recerved sound at the one or more
microphones 208 via adaptive beamiorming and/or the cap-
tured 1mage of the target source 101. The mobile device 100
may process the captured image and/or arrival of the received
sound to determine parameter data associated with the target
source 101 position 1n relation to the mobile device 100.

In operation 605, the one or more microphones 208 may
also recerve sound to determine 1f the target source 101 1s a
stationary object or 1s a moving object. The one or more
microphones 208 may also be used to determine 1f the mobile
device 100 has been moved from its resting position. The
mobile device 100 may determine change 1n position of the
target source 101 and/or mobile device 100 with the received
sound 1mput from the one or more microphones 208 as set
torth 1n operation 607.

In operation 609, the mobile device 100 may determine 1t
there has been a change 1n position of the target source 101
and/or the mobile device 100 resting position based on analy-
s1s of the received sound input from the one or microphones
208. In response to the detected change, the mobile device
100 may determine a position of the target source 101 based
on the recerved sound input direction of arrival 1n operation
610.

In operation 612, the beamforming module 220 of the
mobile device 100 may determine the adjusted sensitivity of
the one or more microphones 208 based on the determined
target source 101 direction. The beamiorming module 220
may select adjustment of sensitivity for one or more micro-
phones 208 on the mobile device 100 to aim towards the target
source 101. The one or more microphones 208 aimed at the
target source 101 may recerve the desired sound based on the
adjusted sensitivity in operation 616. The mobile device 100
may process the received sound to eliminate noise and/or
amplify the desired sound via adaptive beamforming. In
operation 618, the mobile device 100 may transmit the
received sound to one or more outputs on the mobile device
100 including, but not limited to, speakers 216, headphone
auxiliary port 224, and/or a combination thereof.

While exemplary embodiments are described above, 1t 1s
not itended that these embodiments describe all possible
forms encompassed by the claims. The words used 1n the
specification are words of description rather than limitation,
and 1t 1s understood that various changes can be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure. As
previously described, the features of various embodiments
can be combined to form further embodiments of the mven-
tion that may not be explicitly described or illustrated. While
various embodiments could have been described as providing
advantages or being preferred over other embodiments or
prior art implementations with respect to one or more desired
characteristics, those of ordinary skill 1n the art recognize that
one or more features or characteristics can be compromised to
achieve desired overall system attributes, which depend on
the specific application and implementation. These attributes
can include, but are not limited to cost, strength, durability,
life cycle cost, marketability, appearance, packaging, size,
serviceability, weight, manufacturability, ease of assembly,
etc. As such, embodiments described as less desirable than
other embodiments or prior art implementations with respect
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to one or more characteristics are not outside the scope of the
disclosure and can be desirable for particular applications.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A computer-program product embodied 1n a non-transi-
tory computer read-able medium that 1s programmed for
transmitting audio data to one or more outputs for audio
playback, the computer-program product comprising mnstruc-
tions that, when executed by a processor, cause the processor
to perform operations comprising:

recerving at least one of a digital image of a target source

from a camera and distance and angle information of the
target source at a user interface;
generating one or more first coordinates representing a
location of the target source based on the at least one of
the digital image and the distance and angle information;

recerving audio data from the target source in response to
adjusting a sensitivity of a first microphone based on the
one or more first coordinates:

transmitting the audio data to one or more outputs for audio

playback;

recerving information from a gyroscope to determine 1f a

mobile device has moved;

updating the one or more first coordinates based on the

information to provide one or more second coordinates;
and

adjusting the sensitivity of the first microphone via adap-

tive beamforming based on the one or more second
coordinates.

2. The computer-program product of claim 1, further com-
prising instructions for adjusting the sensitivity of the first
microphone via adaptive beamiforming based on the one or
more first coordinates.

3. The computer-program product of claim 1, further com-
prising instructions for recewving the audio data at the first
microphone including a first amplitude; receiving an off-axis
noise at a second amplitude that 1s not from the target source
with adaptive beamforming at a second microphone; and
determining a difference between the first amplitude and the
second amplitude to provide a resultant amplitude.

4. The computer-program product of claim 3, further com-
prising instruction for adding the resultant amplitude to the
first amplitude to increase a signal-to-noise ratio of the audio
data.

5. The computer-program product of claim 1, further com-
prising instructions for adjusting a sensitivity of a second
microphone via adaptive beamiforming based on the one or
more first coordinates and receiving audio data from the
target source 1n response to adjusting the sensitivity of the
second microphone.

6. The computer-program product of claim 1, further com-
prising instructions for requesting additional position data at
the user mterface; updating the one or more first coordinates
based on the addition position data to provide one or more
second coordinates; and

adjusting the sensitivity of the first microphone via adap-

tive beamforming based on the one or more second
coordinates.

7. The computer-program product of claim 6, wherein the
addition position data includes at least one of distance, angle,
and height of the target source.

8. The computer-program product of claim 7, further com-
prising instructions for recewving distance and angle data
based on a mobile device position to the target source at the
user interface; and update the one or more coordinates based
on the received distance and angle data.

9. The computer-program product of claim 8, wherein
instructions for recerving distance and angle data based on a
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mobile device position include the instructions based on the
information from the gyroscope.

10. The computer-program product of claim 1, further
comprising additional imstructions for recetving input from
one or more sensors; and monitor 1f a mobile device has been
moved using the recerved 1nput.

11. The computer-program product of claim 10, wherein
the one or more sensors 1s at least one of a gyroscope and an
accelerometer.

12. A mobile device for receiving audio data from a target
source for playback at one or more outputs, the device com-
prising:

a camera; and

at least one control module configured to:

receive a digital image of a target source from the cam-
era;

generate one or more first coordinates representing a
location of the target source based on the digital
1mage;

receive audio data from the target source 1n response to
adjusting a sensitivity of a first microphone based on
the one or more first coordinates:

transmuit the audio data to one or more outputs for audio
playback;

receive movement information from at least one of a
gyroscope, an accelerometer, or both to determine 11
the control module has moved;

update the one or more first coordinates based on the
movement information to provide one or more second
coordinates; and

adjusting the sensitivity of the first microphone via adap-
tive beamiorming based on the one or more second
coordinates.

13. The mobile device of claim 12, wherein the at least one
control module 1s further configured to adjust a sensitivity of
a second microphone based on the one or more first coordi-
nates and recerve audio data from the target source in
response to adjusting the sensitivity of the second micro-
phone.

14. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein the at least one
control module 1s further configured to adjust the sensitivity
of at least one of the first microphone and the second micro-
phone via adaptive beamforming based on the one or more
first coordinates.

15. The mobile device of claim 12, wherein the at least one
control module 1s further configured to recerve the audio data
at the first microphone including a first amplitude; recerve an
off-axis noise at a second amplitude that 1s not from the target
source with adaptive beamiorming at a second microphone;
determine a difference between the first amplitude and the
second amplitude to provide a resultant amplitude; and add
the resultant amplitude to the first amplitude to increase a
signal-to-noise ratio of the audio data.

16. The mobile device of claim 12, wherein the at least one
control module 1s further configured to request for target
source location information at a user interface; update the one
or more {irst coordinates based on the target source location
information to provide one or more second coordinates; and
adjust the sensitivity of the first microphone via adaptive
beamforming based on the one or more second coordinates,
wherein the target source location information 1s at least one
of distance, angle, and height of the target source.

17. A method for transmitting audio data to one or more
outputs for audio playback, the method comprising:

receiving, via a control module, at least one of a first digital

image of a target source from a camera and distance and
angle mformation of the target source at a user interface;
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generating one or more first coordinates representing a
location of the target source based on the at least one of
the first digital image and the distance and angle 1nfor-
mation;

adjusting a sensitivity of a first microphone via adaptive
beamiorming based on the one or more first coordinates;

recerving audio data from the target source in response to
adjusting the sensitivity of the first microphone;

transmitting the audio data to one or more outputs for audio
playback;

recerving information from a gyroscope to determine 1f the
control module has moved:;

updating the one or more {irst coordinates with the infor-
mation to provide one or more second coordinates; and

adjusting the sensitivity of the first microphone via adap-
tive beamforming based on the one or more second
coordinates.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising recerving
the audio data at the first microphone including a first ampli-
tude; receiving an oif-axis noise at a second amplitude that 1s
not from the target source with adaptive beamiorming at a
second microphone; determining a difference between the
first amplitude and the second amplitude to provide a result-
ant amplitude; and adding the resultant amplitude to the first
amplitude to increase a signal-to-noise ratio of the audio data.

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising:

transmitting a request for a second digit image of the target
SOUrCe;

recerving the second digital image of the target source;

generating one or more second coordinates based on the
second digital image of the target source; and

adjusting the sensitivity of the first microphone via adaptive
beamiorming based on the one or more second coordinates.

20. A computer-program product embodied 1n a non-tran-
sitory computer read-able medium that 1s programmed for
transmitting audio data to one or more outputs for audio
playback, the computer-program product comprising mnstruc-
tions that, when executed by a processor, cause the processor
to perform operations comprising:

recerving at least one of a digital image of a target source
from a camera and distance and angle information of the
target source at a user interface;

generating one or more first coordinates representing a
location of the target source based on the at least one of
the digital image and the distance and angle information;

recerving audio data from the target source in response to
adjusting a sensitivity of a first microphone based on the
one or more first coordinates; and

transmitting the audio data to one or more outputs for audio
playback;

receving accelerometer information from an acceleroms-
eter to determine 1f a mobile device has moved;

updating the one or more first coordinates based on the
accelerometer information to provide one or more sec-
ond coordinates; and

adjusting the sensitivity of the first microphone via adap-
tive beamforming based on the one or more second
coordinates.

21. The computer-program product of claim 20, further
comprising operations ncluding adjusting a sensitivity of a
second microphone based on the one or more first coordinates
and recerve audio data from the target source 1n response to
adjusting the sensitivity of the second microphone.

22. The computer-program product of claim 21, further
comprising operations including adjusting the sensitivity of
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at least one of the first microphone and the second micro-
phone via adaptive beamforming based on the one or more
first coordinates.

23. The computer-program product of claim 20, further
comprising operations including receive the audio data at the
first microphone including a first amplitude; receiving an
off-axis noise at a second amplitude that 1s not from the target
source with adaptive beamiorming at a second microphone;
determining a difference between the first amplitude and the
second amplitude to provide a resultant amplitude; and add-

ing the resultant amplitude to the first amplitude to increase a
signal-to-noise ratio of the audio data.

¥ H H ¥ ¥

10

16



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

