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1
ICE FLOP STOPPER

CLAIM TO DOMESTIC PRIORITY

The present non-provisional application claims priority of

U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/965,242 entitled
“The Ice Flop Stopper”, filed on Jan. 27, 2014, by Frank Lee
Fackler, the entire contents of which 1s incorporated herein by
reference thereto.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This application relates generally to footwear and more
particularly to footwear covers which are adapted to provide
traction and support for the bottom surfaces of various types
ol footwear.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Injuries related to slips and falls are common during the
winter months 1n many areas of the world. These 1njuries can
occur while walking or performing common activities includ-
ing walking to and from cars, buses or trains. These injuries
can occur especially when walking on icy steps or 1cy side-
walks when entering or exiting vehicles. These types of
activities would often require a person to pay special attention
to avoid slipping and falling.

A variety of footwear has been developed to help individu-
als maneuver on 1cy surfaces. Many pedestrians have used
boots with grooved bottoms, boots made of non-slip rubber or
neoprene, anti-slip studs or ice grippers. However, many of
these products still lack suflicient traction to grip the surface
and might break during use. Products such as 1ce grippers can
be difficult to stretch over the user’s footwear. They can be
especially difficult for those individuals who have arthritis or
other hand related conditions that cause a limited range of
motion, making 1t very diflicult to stretch the grippers over
their footwear.

Walking on 1ce requires footwear that will help prevent
slips or falls that cause injuries. The device of the present
invention offers superior winter walking assistance on i1ce or
snow. It makes it easy for the user to put the device on from
either a standing or sitting position. The device features front
and back supports which allows 1t to stay 1n place while being
worn. The plurality of ice cleats provides extra safety when
walking on 1ce or packed snow. The tension cords are attached
to the device and give the user a better sense of security and
satety. This helps the user walk with a more natural stride.

The device can be manufactured in variable sizes and 1t can
be worn by professionals, pedestrians, the elderly, and chil-
dren. It will help to increase outdoor activity during winter
months because of the ease of both putting on and removing
the device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the problems associated with walking on ice or
snow, 1t 1s an object of the present mvention to provide a
device that allows a person to safely walk on these surfaces.

Another objective of the present invention 1s to provide a
device that affords security without slippage when walking or
engaging 1n outdoor activities during winter months.

Another objective of the present invention 1s to provide a
device that 1s secured directly to the footwear and the upper
torso and allows the user to walk with additional security and
confidence.
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Still another objective of the present invention 1s to provide
a device which 1s simple and economical 1n 1ts construction
and effective for its intended use.

In accordance with the present invention, a device that
covers footwear and provides additional traction while walk-
ing on ice 1s provided. The device comprises a shoe base and
cords. The shoe base can be constructed from a durable mate-
rial that 1s resistant to oil, heat and weathering. The shoe base
features a front support, a back support, cleats and side flaps.

The flaps are attached along the sides of the device. They
are connected to a tension cord system that 1s adapted to it
across the top torso of a user’s body. The flaps can retract into
horizontal and upright positions to enable the user to slide his
or her footwear onto the shoe base. Ice cleats are attached to
the bottom of the shoe base. The cleats can be constructed
from a durable material and are adapted to grip i1ce or hard
snow. The cleats are adapted to hold 1ts position in the 1ce
when the shoe retainer 1s moved forward.

The device features cords that are adapted to {it across the
top torso of a person’s body. The cords are constructed of a
durable elastic material and are adapted to be connected to the
flaps. Additional advantages of the mvention will become
apparent from the following detailed description taken 1n

conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a front view of a person using the traction
overshoe and the left side flaps and the right side flaps being
secured against the traction overshoe.

FIG. 2 illustrates a side view of a person using the traction
overshoe and the lett side flaps and the right side flaps being
secured against the traction overshoe.

FIG. 3 illustrates a modified version of the traction over-
shoe attached to a smaller tension cord system having a plu-
rality of bottom grip-bars.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view ol the traction overshoe.

FIG. 5a 1s a top perspective view of a right traction over-
shoe being engaged to allow a user to 1nsert his or her foot-
wear.

FIG. 56 1s a top perspective view of a left traction overshoe
being engaged to allow a user to 1nsert his or her footwear.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a traction overshoe 10 that can be
used by individuals requiring assistance putting on shoes or
boots 1n 1cy or slick situations. Individuals with a physical
handicap or upper body pain can put on the traction overshoe
10 while sitting or standing. The traction overshoe 10 can be
made to accommodate various types of footwear 28 including
tennis shoes, boots, sandals and dress shoes.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 show the
preferred embodiment of the improved traction overshoe 10.
The traction overshoe 10 comprising right side flaps 12, left
side flaps 14 and a tension cord system 16. The right side flaps
12 and the left side flaps 14 are located between the front
portion 18 and the back portion 22 of the traction overshoe 10.
Thenght side flaps 12 and the lett side flaps 14 are suiliciently
spaced to allow independent movement and are attached to
the base 24 of the traction overshoe 10. The right side tlaps 12
and the left side flaps 14 are adapted to move into horizontal
and vertical positions to enable the user 20 to place his foot-
wear 28 1nto the traction overshoe 10. The right side tlaps 12
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and the left side flaps 14 are attached to the tension cord
system 16. The tension cord system 16 has a top grip-bar 32
and a bottom grip-bar 34.

With the traction overshoe 10 1n a horizontal position, the
user 20 grips the bottom grip-bar 34, relaxes the tension cord
system 16, and allow the right side flaps 12 and the left side
flaps 14 to move nto horizontal positions. This allows the
user 20 to slip the footwear 28 1nto the overshoe 10 and further
adjust the right side flaps 12 and the left side flaps 14 against
the side of the footwear 28 by pulling upwards on the bottom
grip-bar 34. The top grip-bar 32 can be used to adjust the
tension cord system 16 onto the torso 42. The tension cord
system 16 can be draped over the head of the user 20 and
slipped down to further engage with the torso 42.

The nght side flaps 12 are contiguous with the adjacent
edges of the front portion 36 and the adjacent edges of the
back portion 38 of the traction overshoe 10 once the bottom
grip-bar 34 1s pulled upwards. The leit side tlaps 14 are
contiguous with the adjacent edges of the front portion 36 and
the contiguous edges of the back portion 38 once the bottom
grip-bar 34 1s pulled upwards. The right side flaps 12 and the
left side flaps 14 are adapted to support the side of the foot-
wear 28 while the traction overshoe 10 1s being used.

The right side flaps 12 and the left side flaps 14 are con-
structed from a flexible material that enables the right side
flaps 12 and the left side tlaps 14 to move 1nto horizontal and
vertical positions when the tension cord system 16 1s being
used. Examples of flexible material that can be used are cloth,
suede, leather, fabric and plastic.

The tension cord system 16 can have a nominal thickness
of at least one inch and can have a variety of tension cord
resistance force levels. The tension cord system 16 can be
constructed from a durable elastic material and can have
various heights to facilitate an easier mounting process.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An improved traction overshoe comprising: right side
tflaps, left side tlaps and a tension cord system; said right side
flaps and said left side flaps being located between the front
portion and back portion of said traction overshoe; said right
side flaps and said left side tlaps being suiliciently spaced to
allow independent movement of said right side flaps and said
left side flaps; said right side flaps and said left side flaps
being attached to said traction overshoe base; said right side
flaps and said left side flaps being adapted to move nto
horizontal and vertical positions to enable the user to place his
footwear 1nto said traction overshoe; said right side flaps and
said left side flaps being attached to said tension cord system:;
said tension cord system having a top grip-bar and a bottom

grip-bar; said user gripping said bottom grip-bar and moving
said right side tlaps and said left side flaps into a horizontal
position and allowing said user to insert said footwear into
said traction overshoe; said bottom grip-bar being pulled up
to move said right side flaps and said left side flaps into a
vertical position on said traction overshoe; said right side
flaps being contiguous with the adjacent edges of said front
portion and said back portion of said traction overshoe once
said bottom grip-bar i1s pulled upwards; said left side tlaps
being contiguous with the adjacent edges of said front portion
and said back portion of said traction overshoe once said
bottom grip-bar 1s pulled upwards; said top grip-bar being
used to adjust said tension cord system onto said user’s torso;
said right side tlaps and said leit side tlaps being adapted to
support the side of said user’s footwear while said traction
overshoe 1s being used; said right side tlaps and said lett side
flaps being constructed from a flexible material that enables
said right side flaps and said left side flaps to move 1into
horizontal and vertical positions when said tension cord sys-
tem 1s being used.




	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

