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MOTION SFC PROGRAM COMPONENT
CREATION DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a National Stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JP2011/051894 filed Jan. 31, 2011, the con-

tents of all of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a motion SFC program
component creation device.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, a motion CPU (a driving command
device) that controls a servomotor (a drive device) via a servo
amplifier attached to the drive unit of a production apparatus
or a facility apparatus generates driving commands using a
motion SFC (Sequential Function Chart) program. A user
creates the motion SFC program by combining SFC codes
such as an operation control step F, a WAIT transition step G,
and a servo program step K. Furthermore, in the motion SFC
program, numbers of axes of the servomotor to which the
driving commands are 1ssued are arbitrarily set according to
the user’s used device (a production apparatus or a facility
apparatus). A control signal (a device) for each axis 1s also
arbitrarily set according to the user’s used device.

Patent Literature 1 describes a program creation device
configured as follows. In the program creation device creating
a ladder program while displaying respective components
that constitute the ladder program on a display, when an
uniinished program part 1s designated by a cursor or the like,
a group ol components that are highly likely input to the
position of the cursor are displayed in order of priority.
According to Patent Literature 1, 1t 1s supposed that this
technique enables even an inexperienced program creator to
elliciently search components and select an appropriate com-
ponent according to the cursor position.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent No. 3409269

SUMMARY
Technical Problem

According to the conventional technique, 1t 1s necessary to
create an SFC program by combining steps one by one, and
when 1t comes to large-scale programming, a large amount of
workload 1s often required. Furthermore, because of the need
to perform manipulations by being combined one by one, a
programming work 1s cumbersome and complicated. This
tends to degrade the efficiency of the programming work.

In addition, when a similar program 1s created or an exist-
ing program 1s expanded, the above work 1s repeated from the
beginning. Therefore, programs created by the conventional
technique are poor 1n reusability and expandability.

Furthermore, differently from a simple SFC program, a
work for allocating each axis to each program step to which
axis one driving command 1s 1ssued occurs for the motion
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SFC program at the time of creating the program step. At this
time, a device corresponding to the axial device 1s 1n a state
where it 1s diflicult for a user to recognize the axial device and
to recognize the relation of the device with the program. In
addition, the user device that sets parameters 1s difficult to
recognize 1n programming because the user device 1s given
only by numerical information. Accordingly, the efficiency of
the programming work performed by an inexperienced user
tends to decline.

The present mvention has been achieved 1 view of the
above problems, and an object of the present invention is to
achieve a motion SFC program component creation device
that 1s capable of improving the efficiency of a programming
work.

Solution to Problem

There 1s provided a motion SFC program component cre-
ation device comprising: a componentization unit that com-
ponentizes, 1n a program unit, a motion SFC program includ-
ing a series of a plurality of steps; and an 1ncorporation unit
that incorporates the componentized motion SFC programs
into a motion SFC program used for a motion control
executed by a driving command device that supplies a driving
command to a drive device.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, 1t 1s made easy to use a
motion SFC program for a motion control 1n a program unit
and it 1s possible to reduce man-hours of a programming

work. As a result, the efficiency of the programming work can
be improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a list of codes for displaying steps of a
motion SFC according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 depicts a configuration of a motion SFC program
component creation device according to the embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a flowchart of a flow of a componentization
process 1n the embodiment.

FI1G. 4 depicts a data structure of SFC-component manage-
ment data 1n the embodiment.

FIG. 5-1 depicts a list of codes for displaying componen-
tized motion SFC programs according to the embodiment.

FIG. 5-2 depicts a list of codes for displaying the compo-
nentized motion SFC programs according to the embodi-
ment.

FIG. 6 depicts a screen for editing componentization pro-
grams according to the embodiment.

FIG. 7 depicts a screen for editing the componentization
programs according to the embodiment.

FIG. 8 depicts a screen for editing the componentization
programs according to the embodiment.

FIG. 9 15 a flowchart of a flow of an incorporation process
in the embodiment.

FIG. 10-1 depicts a tlow of the incorporation process 1n the
embodiment.

FIG. 10-2 depicts a tlow of the incorporation process 1n the
embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of a motion SFC program com-
ponent creation device according to the present invention will
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be explained below 1n detail with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings. The present invention 1s not limited to the
embodiments.

Embodiment

A motion SFC 1s explained first with reference to FIG. 1.
FIG. 1 depicts a list of codes (SFC codes) for displaying steps
of the motion SFC.

The SFC 1s an abbreviation of Sequential Function Chart,
and 1s a method of graphical programming using blocks. The
SFC program 1s a program normally used in a PLC (Program-
mable Logic Controller).

A motion SFC program 1s a program specialized to be
handled by a motion CPU that serves as a driving command
device by adding the following functions to an SFC program.
The motion CPU (drniving command device) creates driving
commands using the motion SFC program and supplies the
driving commands to a servomotor (drive device) via a servo
amplifier. The servomotor drives a production apparatus or a
facility apparatus 1n response to the supplied driving com-
mands.

The motion SFC program also supports commands to per-
form arithmetic operations such as a binary operation, a bit
operation, a trigonometric function operation, a logical
operation, and a comparison operation that the PLC alone 1s
unable to process and that are necessary for a drive system,
and can perform processes similar to C language processes.

Furthermore, there are devices serving as parameters to be
handled by the motion CPU. Types of these devices include a
device for designating a command target axis of a servomotor
and a device on which a user freely sets data and that the user
uses as a mediating element for an operation control executed
by the motion CPU.

With the motion SFC, the user creates the motion SFC
program by combining the steps described i SFC codes
shown 1n FIG. 1. Examples of the steps described 1n the SFC
codes include an operation control step F, a transition step G,
and a motion control step K. The operation control step F 1s a
step of performing the above operation processes. The tran-
sition step G 1s a step of determining whether to transition
from a state of one of the devices that 1s a control signal for an
ax1s to anext drive control. The motion control step K 1s a step
of causing the motion CPU to issue driving commands to
execute a positioning control, a velocity control, a synchro-
nous control, and the like.

A configuration of a motion SFC program component cre-
ation device 1 according to an embodiment 1s explained next
with reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 1s a block diagram of a
configuration of the motion SFC program component cre-
ation device 1.

The motion SFC program component creation device 1
mainly 1ncludes a user I/F unit 20, a display device 26, a
control management umt 21, a componentization-data
manipulation processing unit (componentization unit) 22, an
SFC-program-componentization-data management unit (in-
corporation unit) 23, and a data storage unit 24.

The user I'F unit 20 includes a mouse pointer, a keyboard,
and the like, generates commands such as a command to
move a pointing device on the display device 26, and a com-
mand to edit information displayed on the display device 26
in response to user’s manipulation, and supplies the generated
commands to the control management unit 21. The display
device 26 displays predetermined information. The control
management unit 21 entirely manages the respective units.
For example, the control management unit 21 supplies the
commands supplied from the user I'F unit 20 to the compo-
nentization-data manipulation processing umt 22. Alterna-
tively, for example, the control management unit 21 controls
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the display device 26 to display the predetermined informa-
tion thereon 1n response to a command from the componen-
tization-data manipulation processing unit 22.

The componentization-data manipulation processing unit
22 creates the motion SFC program including a series of a
plurality of steps 1n response to the supplied commands, and
performs a componentization process for componentizing the
created motion SFC program 1n a program unit. That 1s, the
componentization-data manipulation processing unit 22 cre-
ates SFC-component management data 23 that 1s text data
exchanged between the componentization-data manipulation
processing unit 22 and the SFC-program-componentization-
data management unit 23. The componentization-data
mampulation processing unit 22 supplies the componentized
motion SFC programs (the SFC-component management
data 25) to the SFC-program-componentization-data man-
agement unmt 23.

The SFC-program-componentization-data management
umt 23 recerves the componentized motion SFC programs
and the SFC-component management data 25 from the com-
ponentization-data manipulation processing unit 22. The
SFC-program-componentization-data management unit 23
incorporates the componentized motion SFC programs into
the motion SFC program used by the motion CPU, and stores
the componentized motion SFC programs 1n the data storage
unit 24 1n such a manner that the componentized motion SFC
programs are actually imncorporated into the motion SFC pro-
gram ol the motion CPU.

An internal configuration of the componentization-data
mampulation processing unit 22 1s explained next.

The componentization-data manipulation processing unit
22 performs the componentization process on the user’s cre-
ated motion SFC program according to the grammar shown 1n
FIG. 1 via the user I'F unit 20 and the control management
unmt 21. Specifically, the componentization-data manipula-
tion processing unit 22 includes a motion-SFC-program com-
ponentization generation unit 22a, a componentization-pro-
gram listing unit 225, an editing/data processing unit 22¢, an
input/output-data processing umt 224, and a security process-
ing unit 22e.

The motion-SFC-program componentization generation
unit 22a creates the SFC-component management data 25 for
componentizing the motion SFC program 1n a program unit.
The SFC-component management data 25 includes a compo-
nent 1dentification ID 254, step usage numbers 255, setting
data 25¢, and comment data 254. The componentization-
program listing unit 226 reads a plurality of componentized
motion SFC programs from the data storage unit 24 via the
SFC-program-componentization-data management unit 23,
and displays a list of the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams on the display device 26 via the control management
umt 21. The editing/data processing unit 22¢ performs an
editing process on the componentized motion SFC programs.
The editing/data processing unit 22¢ also performs a process
in relation to arrangements and parameters on the display
device 26, the codes to be used, and the like for editing. The
input/output-data processing unit 224 performs a process for
inputting or outputting the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams (the SFC-component management data 25) to or from
the SFC-program-componentization-data management unit
23.

The security processing unit 22¢ adds security information
to the componentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-com-
ponent management data 25) and changes the componentized
motion SFC programs to black box programs when a com-
mand to perform a security process 1s recerved from a user.
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A flow of the componentization process pertormed by the
componentization-data manipulation processing unit 22 1s
explained with reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 1s a flowchart of a
flow of the componentization process.

The tlow of a series of processes in the componentization
process shown 1n FIG. 3 1s generally explamned. First, the
componentization-data manipulation processing unit 22 gen-
erates a component identification ID (Step S30). The compo-
nentization-data manipulation processing unit 22 then
defines a basic structure of a motion SFC program to be
componentized and creates a basic configuration of the
motion SFC program (Step S31). When a user adds additional
conditions (YES at Step S32), the componentization-data
manipulation processing unit 22 icorporates the user’s addi-
tional conditions i1nto the basic configuration created at Step
S31 and establishes a configuration of the motion SFC pro-
gram to be componentized (Step S33). After establishing the
configuration of the motion SFC program, the componenti-
zation-data manipulation processing unit 22 analyzes parts to
which axial numbers, axial devices, and a user device are set,
and defines the parts as replaceable parts (Step S34). The
componentization-data manmipulation processing unit 22 cre-
ates the SFC-component management data 25 that defines the
componentized motion SFC programs (Step S335). When the
command to perform a security process 1s recerved from the
user (YES at Step S36), the componentization-data manipu-
lation processing umt 22 adds security information to the
componentized motion SFC programs and changes the com-
ponentized motion SFC programs to black box programs
(Step S37).

A flow of the componentization process 1s specifically
explained below.

At Step S30, the user creates the motion SFC program via
the user I'F unit 20 and the control management unit 21. The
motion-SFC-program componentization generation unit 224
generates the component identification 1D 25a (see FIG. 2)
tor the motion SFC program created by the user, and defines
componentization types of the motion SFC program. The
component identification ID 1s defined as having information
by encoding large classifications and small classifications of
the motion SFC program, and 1s assumed to be able to
uniquely 1dentify the componentization programs.

At Step S31, the motion-SFC-program componentization
generation unit 22a defines the basic structure of the motion
SFC program to be componentized based on the motion SFC
program created within the user I/F unit 20 and that created by
the control management unit 21, and generates componenti-
zation setting information. The componentization setting
information includes the component i1dentification 1D 25a,
the step usage numbers 235, the setting data 25¢, and the
comment data 25d. That 1s, the motion-SFC-program com-
ponentization generation unit 22q creates the basic configu-
ration of the motion SFC program to be componentized.

For example, the basic configuration includes motion-con-
trol step information, operation-control step information,
transition step information, program selective branching
information, program selective combination information,
parallel branching imnformation, parallel combination infor-
mation, and information on Y/N transitions and a jump step
on the motion SFC program defined 1n FIG. 1, which depicts
the motion SFC program.

At Step S32, the motion-SFC-program componentization
generation unit 22q determines whether the user’s additional
conditions (options) are set to the componentization setting
information defined at Step S31. When the additional condi-
tions are set (YES at Step S32), the motion-SFC-program
componentization generation unit 22a advances the process
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to Step S33. When the additional conditions are not set (INO at
Step S32), the motion-SFC-program componentization gen-
eration unit 22a advances the process to Step S34.

At Step S33, the motion-SFC-program componentization
generation unit 22q incorporates the user’s additional condi-
tions 1nto corresponding steps 1n the basic configuration cre-
ated at Step S31, updates the componentization setting infor-
mation, and establishes the configuration of the motion SFC
program to be componentized. For example, the user’s addi-
tional conditions are conditions so as to assign usage nfor-
mation on the user device to predetermined steps 1n the basic
configuration created at Step S31. Alternatively, for example,
the user’s additional conditions are conditions so as to add
information on control signals handled by the motion control
step and detailed parameters for the driving commands such
as selection of sudden acceleration or acceleration.

At Step S34, the motion-SFC-program componentization
generation unit 22q performs a process so as to make variable
the axial numbers, the devices, and the user device to be used
among those defined for the structure of the motion SFC
program to be componentized. That 1s, the motion-SFC-pro-
gram componentization generation unit 22a refers to the
componentization setting information and creates replace-
ment setting information that specifies at least one of the axial
numbers, the axial devices, and the user device 1n the con-
figuration of the motion SFC program as the replaceable part.
The motion-SFC-program componentization generation unit
22a updates the componentization setting information so as
to include the replacement setting information.

When the componentized motion SFC program 1s re-ed-
ited, the replacement setting information 1s updated at this
Step S34.

At Step S35, the motion-SFC-program componentization
generation unit 22q creates the SFC-component management
data 235 specified with respect to the configuration of the
motion SFC program to be componentized as the componen-
tized motion SFC programs based on the componentization
setting information. The SFC-component management data
25 1includes the component identification ID 25a, the step
usage numbers 255, the setting data 25¢, and the comment
data 25d.

At Step S36, the motion-SFC-program componentization
generation unit 22a determines whether the user wishes to
add the security information to the motion SFC program to be
componentized. When the command to perform the security
process 1s received from the user, the motion-SFC-program
componentization generation unit 22a determines that the
user wishes to add the security information (YES at Step S36)
and advances the process to Step S37. When the command to
perform the security process 1s not received from the user
within a predetermined time (NO at Step S36), the motion-
SFC-program componentization generation unit 22a deter-
mines that the user does not wish to add the security infor-
mation (NO at Step S36) and ends the process.

At Step S37, the motion-SFC-program componentization
generation umt 22q adds the security information to the com-
ponentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-component man-
agement data 235) and changes the componentized motion
SFC programs to black box programs. That 1s, the motion-
SFC-program componentization generation unit 22a per-
forms a process for assigning password information to the
SFC-component management data 25. Accordingly, unless
inputting a set password, the editing/data processing unit 22¢
1s unable to edit the componentized motion SFC programs.

Next, the componentized motion SFC programs, that1s, the
SFC-component management data 23 1s explained with retf-
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erence to FIGS. 2 and 4. FIG. 4 depicts a specific data struc-
ture of the SFC-component management data 25.

As shown n FIG. 2, the SFC-component management data
25 1includes the component identification ID 25q, the step
usage numbers 255, the setting data 25¢, and the comment
data 25d. The component identification ID 2354 1s an 1dentifier
having information such as large classification codes and
small classification codes of the components (componentized
motion SFC programs) and making 1t possible to uniquely
identily the components. The step usage numbers 255 are
usage numbers assigned to the respective steps in the motion
SFC program so as to componentize the motion SFC pro-
gram. The setting data 25¢ 1s setting parameters inherently
held by the componentized motion SFC programs. The com-
ment data 254 1s data for setting memo information on pro-
gram contents (memos indicating meanings and the like of the
codes).

Specifically, an overall data structure of the SFC-compo-
nent management data 25 1s text data described 1n a text
format as shown 1n FIG. 4. In the SFC-component manage-
ment data 25, every element constituting the componentized
motion SFC programs 1s configured by a <text name> tag to
a </text name> tag. That 1s, the SFC-component management
data 25 1s the text data described 1n a tag format in each of
which a code 1s put between a start tag and an end tag. The
SFC-component management data 25 thereby has a data
structure that facilitates reuse, expansion, and maintenance.

Component identification ID data 40 1s handled as infor-
mation processed in the component identification ID 25a. For
example, the component 1dentification ID data 40 1s defined
as numerical information obtained by encoding the large
classifications and the small classifications of the motion SFC
program. The user I'F unit 20, the control management unit
21, and the data storage unit 24 identify the componentization
programs by acquiring this code and referring to this code.

A tag 41<<SFC0> 15 handled as information processed 1n
the step usage numbers 23b. The tag 41<SFC0> indicates a
start tag for staring acquiring a data basic structure of the
motion SFC program to be componentized. The tag
41<SFCO0> 1s defined as information acquired when the
motion-SFC-program componentization generation unit 224
starts generating the componentization setting information
on the motion SFC program at Step S31 m FIG. 3, and
assumed as start information on a generation process at Step
S31.

Basic-structure part data 42 1s handled as information for
defining the basic structure of the motion SFC program to be
componentized. The basic structure part data 42 1s handled as
the mnformation processed for the step usage numbers 2356 by
acquiring a motion SFC structure and the step usage numbers
defined 1n FIG. 1 from the motion SFC program created by a
user via the user I/F unit 20 and the control management unit
21 or the motion SFC program called from the data storage
unit 24.

A tag 43<IF 0> 1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25¢. The tag 43<IF0> indicates a start tag for
starting acquiring user’s created additional information. The
tag 43<IF0> 1s defined as information acquired when the
motion-SFC-program componentization generation unit 224
starts generating the additional information on the program
componentization, and assumed as start information on a
generation process at Step S33.

Additional-conditions structure part data 44 1s handled as
information for defining a data structure of the additional
conditions set by a user for the motion SFC program to be
componentized. The additional-conditions structure part data
44 1s handled as the information processed for the setting data

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

25¢ by acquiring the motion SFC structure and the step usage
numbers defined 1n FIG. 1 from the motion SFC program
created by the user via the user I'F unit 20 and the control
management unit 21 or the motion SFC program called from
the data storage unit 24.

A tag 45</IF0>1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25¢. The tag 45</1F0> 1ndicates an end tag for
completing acquiring the user’s created additional informa-
tion. The tag 45</IF0> 1s defined as information acquired
when the motion-SFC-program componentization genera-
tion unit 22a completes generating the additional informa-
tion, and assumed as completion mnformation on the genera-
tion process at Step S33 i FIG. 3.

A tag 46</SFC0> 1ndicates an end tag for completing
acquiring the information for defining the data basic structure
of the motion SFC program to be componentized. The tag
46<SFC0> 1s handled as information on which the process 1s
completed in the step usage numbers 2556 by acquiring the
motion SFC structure and the step usage numbers defined in
FIG. 1 from the motion SFC program created by the user via
the user I'F unit 20 and the control management unit 21 or the
motion SFC program called from the data storage unit 24.

Replacement settable part data 48 1s handled as informa-
tion for defining the axial numbers, the axial devices, and the
user device that can be set as replacement parts in the com-
ponentized motion SFC programs.

In the replacement settable part data 48, a start tag SET
<REPLACE> 1s defined so as to start acquiring information
on the replacement settable parts, and handled as information
on starting acquiring the axial numbers, the axial devices, and
the user device that can be set as the replacement parts. After
acquiring the start tag SET <REPLACE>, acquisition target
information on the axial numbers, the axial devices, and the
user device that can be set as the replacement parts 1s handled
as text data. This information 1s handled as information on
targets processed by the motion-SFC-program componenti-
zation generation unit 22q at Step S34 in FI1G. 3. Furthermore,
an end tag </REPLACE> 1s defined and handled as informa-
tion on completing acquiring the axial numbers, the axial
devices, and the user device that can be set as the replacing
parts.

Specifically, a tag 47<K0> 1s handled as information pro-
cessed for the setting data 25¢. The tag 47 <K 0> indicates a
start tag for starting acquiring the information on the axial
numbers and the axial devices that can be set as the replace-
ment parts atthe user’s created motion control step K. The tag
47<K0>1s defined as information acquired when the motion-
SFC-program componentization generation unit 22a starts
generating replacement setting information on the axial num-
bers and the axial devices, and assumed as start information
on a generation process at Step S34 1n FIG. 3.

A tag 49</K 0> 1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25¢. The tag 49</K0> indicates an end tag for
completing acquiring the information on the axial numbers
and the axial devices that can be set as the replacement parts
at the user’s created motion control step K. The tag 49</K 0>
1s defined as information acquired when the motion-SFC-
program componentization generation unit 22a completes
generating the replacement setting information on the axial
numbers and the axial devices, and assumed as completion
information on the generation process at Step S34 in FIG. 3.

A tag 4a <(G0>1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25¢. The tag 4a <G0> indicates a start tag for
starting acquiring information on the axial numbers and the
axial devices that can be set as the replacement parts at the
user’s created transition step G. The tag 4a <(G0> 15 defined as
information acquired when the motion-SFC-program com-
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ponentization generation unit 22aq starts generating the
replacement setting information on the axial numbers and the
axial devices, and assumed as start information on the gen-
eration process at Step S34 m FIG. 3.

A tag 45 <(G0>1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25c¢. The tag 45 <G0> indicates an end tag for
completing acquiring the information on the axial numbers
and the axial devices that can be set as the replacement parts
at the user’s created transition step G. The tag 4b <G0> 1s
defined as mformation acquired when the motion-SFC-pro-
gram componentization generation unit 22a completes gen-
crating the replacement setting information on the axial num-
bers and the axial devices, and assumed as completion
information on the generation process at Step S34 in FIG. 3.

A tag 4¢ <F0> 1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25¢. The tag 4¢ <F0> indicates a start tag for
starting acquiring the information on the axial numbers and
the axial devices that can be set as the replacement parts at the
user’s created operation control step F. The tag 4¢ <F0> 1s
defined as information acquired when the motion-SFC-pro-
gram componentization generation unit 22q starts generating
the replacement setting information on the axial numbers and
the axial devices, and assumed as start information on the
generation process at Step S34 1 FIG. 3.

A tag 4d </F0>1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25¢. The 4d </F0> indicates an end tag for com-
pleting acquiring the information on the axial numbers and
the axial devices that can be set as the replacement parts at the
user’s created operation control step F. The tag 4d </F0> 1s
defined as the mformation acquired when the motion-SFC-
program componentization generation unit 22a completes
generating the replacement setting information on the axial
numbers and the axial devices, and assumed as completion
information on the generation process at Step S34 1n FIG. 3.

A tag 4e <DEV> 1s handled as information processed for
the setting data 25¢. The tag 4e <DEV> indicates a start tag,
for starting acquiring information on the axial numbers and

the axial devices that can be set as the replacement parts 1n the
user’s created user device. The tag 4e <DEV> 1s defined as
information acquired when the motion-SFC-program com-
ponentization generation unit 22a starts generating the
replacement setting information on the user device, and
assumed as start information on the generation process at
Step S34 1 FIG. 3.

A tag 4f </DEV> 1s handled as information processed for
the setting data 25¢. The tag 4f </DEV> 1ndicates an end tag
for completing acquiring information the information on the
axial numbers and the axial devices that can be set as the
replacement parts 1n the user’s created user device. The tag 4f
</DEV> 1s defined as the information acquired when the
motion-SFC-program componentization generation unit 22a
completes generating the replacement setting information on
the user device, and assumed as completion information on
the generation process at Step S34 1 FIG. 3.

A tag 4g <PW> 1s handled as information processed 1n the
setting data 25¢. The tag 4g <PW> 1ndicates a start tag for
starting acquiring password setting information when a user
wishes to protect the componentized motion SFC programs.
Thetag 4 <PW>1s defined as information acquired when the
motion-SFC-program componentization generation unit 22a
starts generating the security information, and assumed as
start information on a generation process at Step S37 1n FIG.
3.

Security setting data 4h 1s user’s password-based security
information and handled as mformation defined by the text

data acquired by the user I/F unit 20. The security setting data
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4h 1s also used as collation information at the time of cancel-
ling the password-based security.

A tag 4i </PW>1s handled as information processed for the
setting data 25¢. The tag 4i </PW> indicates an end tag for
completing acquiring the password setting information when
a user wishes to protect the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams. The tag 4i </PW> 1s defined as information acquired
when the motion-SFC-program componentization genera-
tion unit 22a completes generating the security information,
and assumed as completion information on the generation
process at Step S37 1n FIG. 3.

Comment data 47 <//comment> 1s handled as information
processed for the comment data 354. The comment data 4
<//comment> 1s a tag indicating comments for causing the
user to refer to the componentized motion SFC programs, and
acquired by the user I/F unit 20 and the editing/data process-
ing unit 22c¢.

Contents displayed on the display device 26 by the com-
ponentization-program listing unit 225 are explained next
with reference to FIGS. 5-1 and 5-2. FIGS. 5-1 and 5-2 depict
a list of codes for displaying componentized motion SFC
programs (componentization blocks).

The componentization-program listing unit 225 reads the
componentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-component
management data 25) from the data storage unit 24 via the
SFC-program-componentization-data management unit 23,
and displays the list of the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams (the SFC-component management data 25) on the
display device 26 via the control management unit 21.

For example, the componentization-program listing unit
22b displays the list of the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams 1n a list display screen (not shown) on the display
device 26 using icons that can distinguish the componentized
motion SFC programs from one another (for example, “case
of componentization blocks™ 1cons shown 1n FIGS. 3-1 and
5-2).

The componentization-program listing unit 225 can dis-
play the list of the componentized motion SFC programs
using a tree hierarchy either in place of displaying using the
icons or as well as displaying using the icons. Alternatively,
the componentization-program listing unit 225 can display
the list of the componentized motion SFC programs 1n such a
manner as to classily the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams according to categories. Alternatively, the componen-
tization-program listing unit 225 can receive a user’s desig-
nated character string via the user I'F unit 20 and the control
management unit 21, and display a list of the componentized
motion SFC programs relevant to the character string among
those read from the data storage unit 24.

Furthermore, the componentization-program listing unit
22bH displays a combination of SFC codes on the display
device 26 so as to represent the contents of the componentized
motion SFC programs when, for example, a user clicks on the
icon. That 1s, the componentization-program listing unit 225
displays display objects that are the combination of a plurality

of SFC codes shown in FIG. 1 (display objects 1n
“EXAMPLE BY BASIC STEPS” shown m FIGS. 5-1 and
5-2, for example).

Screens displayed on the display device 26 by the editing/

data processing unit 22c¢ are explained next with reference to
FIGS. 6 to 8.

So as to be handled the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams while being defined 1n the programs as shown 1n FIG.
1, the componentized motion SFC programs are defined at a
motion-SFC-program componentization step C (Compo-




US 9,342,064 B2

11

nent), are edited using I/'F screens shown 1n, for example,
FIGS. 6 to 8, and are then subjected to an incorporation
process.

FIG. 6 depicts an I/F screen 60 for editing the componen-
tized motion SFC programs by the user I/F unit 20, the control
management unit 21, and the editing/data processing unit
22¢. The I/F screen 60 includes a program-number input unit
61, ausage list button 62, an OK button 63, a cancel button 64,
an edit button 65, and a comment input unit 66.

For example, a program number serving as the component
identification ID of the componentized motion SFC programs
1s input to the program-number 1nput unit 61. The usage list
button 62 1s a button that enables the set componentized
motion SFC programs to be displayed as a list and to be
selected. The OK button 63 1s a button pressed for confirming
editing contents at the time of completing editing. The cancel
button 64 1s a button pressed for cancelling the editing con-
tents. The edit button 65 1s a button pressed for making the
selected motion SFC program into an editable state. The
comment input unit 66 1s a field 1n which a source code of the
selected motion SFC program 1s displayed and which 1s used
to enter comments on the source code.

FI1G. 7 depicts an I/F screen 70 for editing the stereotyped
and componentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-compo-
nent management data 25) by the user I/F unit 20, the control
management unit 21, and the editing/data processing unit
22¢. The I/F screen 70 1s called 1n response to a user’s com-
mand via the user I/F unit 20 and used when a constant-
position-stop control 1s to be executed. The I/F screen 70
includes a basic-configuration title part 71, a program-num-
ber input unit 72, a usage list button 73, an OK button 74, a
cancel button 75, an edit button 76, a user’s-additional-con-
ditions title part 77, a user’s-additional-condition 1mnput unit
78, a user’s-additional-condition mput unit 79, and a com-
ment 1input unit 7a.

A title (a constant-position-stop control component, for
example) for the basic configuration of the stereotyped and
componentized motion SFC programs 1s displayed in the
basic-configuration title part 71. For example, the program
number serving as the component identification ID of the
componentized motion SFC programs 1s mput to the pro-
gram-number input unit 72. The usage list button 73 1s a
button that enables the set componentized motion SFC pro-
grams to be displayed as a list and to be selected. The OK
button 74 1s a button pressed for confirming editing contents
at the time of completing editing. The cancel button 75 1s a
button pressed for cancelling the editing contents. The edit
button 76 1s a button pressed for making the selected motion
SFC program 1nto an editable state. A title (constant-position-
stop-command ON conditions [used device], for example) for
the user’s additional conditions 1n the stereotyped and com-
ponentized motion SFC programs 1s input to or displayed in
the user’s-additional-conditions tile part 77. Contents of the
user’s additional conditions (PX1 . . ., for example) are input
to the user’s-additional-condition input unit 78. Contents of
the user’s additional conditions (an in-position check, for
example) are mput to the user’s-additional-condition 1nput
unit 79. The comment 1nput umt 7a 1s a field in which the
source code of the selected motion SFC program 1s displayed
and that 1s used to enter comments on the source code.

Conventionally, 1t 1s necessary to incorporate the SFC
codes defined 1n FIG. 1 for every step at the time of creating
the motion SFC program. According to the present embodi-
ment, 1t 1s easy to create a program so as to cause the motion
CPU to execute a control 1n such a manner as to add user’s
wishes to the stereotyped constant-position-stop control by
incorporating a user’ s-additional-conditions setting screen
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into a stereotyped constant-position-stop control setting
screen as shown 1n, for example, FIG. 7.

FIG. 8 depicts an I/F screen 80 for editing the stereotyped
and componentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-compo-
nent management data 25) by the user I/’F unit 20, the control
management unit 21, and the editing/data processing unit
22¢. The I/F screen 80 1s called 1n response to a user’s com-
mand via the user I/F unit 20 and used when a return-to-
original control is to be executed. The I/F screen 80 includes
a basic-configuration title part 81, a basic-configuration title
part 82, a return-to-original target-axis mput unit 83, an OK
button 84, a cancel button 85, a user’s-additional-condition
input unit 86, a user’s-additional-condition input unit 87, and
a comment mput unit 88.

A title (return-to-original control component, for example)
for the basic configuration of the stereotyped and componen-
t1ized motion SFC programs 1s displayed in the basic-configu-
ration title part 81. A title (target axis selection, for example)
for the basic configuration of the stereotyped and componen-
tized motion SFC programs 1s displayed in the basic-configu-
ration title part 82. For example, the number of the return-to-
original target axis 1s mput to the return-to-original target-
axis input unit 83. The OK button 84 1s a button pressed for
confirming editing contents at the time of completing editing.
Contents of the user’s additional conditions (an 1n-position
check, for example) are input to the user’s-additional-condi-
tion input unit 86. Contents of the user’s additional conditions
(return-to-original detailed data, for example) are input to the
user’ s-additional-condition input unit 87. The comment input
unit 88 1s a field in which the source code of the selected
motion SFC program 1s displayed and that 1s used to enter
comments on the source code.

Conventionally, 1t 1s necessary to incorporate the SFC
codes defined in FIG. 1 for every step at the time of creating
the motion SFC program. According to the present embodi-
ment, 1t 1s easy to create a program so as to cause the motion
CPU to execute a control 1n such a manner as to add user’s
wishes to the stereotyped return-to-original control by incor-
porating a user’s-additional-conditions setting screen into a
stereotyped return-to-original control setting screen as shown
in, for example, FIG. 8.

The I/F screens 70 and 80 shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 are
examples of the I/F screens for editing the stereotyped and
componentized motion SFC programs according to the
present embodiment, and are not intended to limait the stereo-
typed and componentized motion SFC programs handled by
the user I/F unit 20 and the editing/data processing unit 22c.

An mternal configuration of the SFC-program-componen-
tization-data management unit 23 1s explained next with ref-
erence to FI1G. 2.

The SFC-program-componentization-data management
unmit 23 includes a file-data storage unit 23a, a program-
incorporation processing umt 23b, a data mput/output unit
23c¢, and a security processing unit 23d.

The file-data storage unit 23a performs a storage process
on the componentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-com-
ponent management data 25). The file-data storage unit 23a
incorporates the componentized motion SFC programs into
the motion SFC program used by the motion CPU. Further-
more, the file-data storage unit 23a passes the componentized
motion SFC programs to the data mput/output unit 23¢ in
such a manner that the componentized motion SFC programs
are actually incorporated into the motion SFC program of the
motion CPU (in such a manner that the replaceable parts are
replaced to be fit to an incorporation destination). The data
input/output unit 23¢ performs a process for writing the com-
ponentized motion SFC programs into the data storage unit
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24. That 1s, the data input/output unit 23¢ stores the compo-
nentized motion SFC programs in the data storage unit 24 in
such a manner that the componentized motion SFC programs
are actually imncorporated into the motion SFC program of the
motion CPU. Furthermore, the data mput/output unit 23c¢
reads the componentized motion SFC programs from the data
storage unit 24 1n response to the command from the compo-
nentization-data manipulation processing unit 22, and sup-
plies the componentized motion SFC programs to the com-
ponentization-data manipulation processing umt 22. The
security processing unit 234 performs a security process on
the componentized motion SFC programs.

A tflow of the incorporation process performed by the SFC-
program-componentization-data management unit 23 1s
explained next with reference to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 1s a flowchart
of a tlow of an 1incorporation process.

The tlow of a series of processes 1n the incorporation pro-
cess shown 1n FIG. 9 1s generally explained. First, the SFC-
program-componentization-data management unit 23
acquires the componentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-
component management data 25) (Step S100), and analyzes
the structure of the componentized motion SFC programs
(Step S101). The SFC-program-componentization-data man-
agement unit 23 automatically allocates dead numbers to
F/G/K steps 1n the motion SFC program used by the motion
CPU (Step S102). After this process, the SFC-program-com-
ponentization-data management unit 23 determines whether
the step usage numbers 1n the componentized motion SFC
programs overlap those 1n the motion SFC program used by
the motion CPU (Step S103). When an overlapping number 1s
present (YES at Step S103), the SFC-program-componenti-
zation-data management unit 23 deletes the previous step
usage numbers 1n the program used by the motion CPU and
overwrites new other step usage numbers on the previous step
usage numbers (Step S104). The SFC-program-componenti-
zation-data management unit 23 incorporates the componen-
tized motion SFC programs into the motion SFC program
used by the motion CPU (Step S105).

A flow of the incorporation process 1s specifically
explained below.

At Step S100, the program-incorporation processing unit
23b acquires the componentized motion SFC programs (the
SFC-component management data 25) from the componen-
tization-data manipulation processing unit 22.

At Step S101, the program-incorporation processing unit
23b analyzes the structure of the componentized motion SFC
programs using the SFC-component management data 25.
That 1s, the program-incorporation processing unit 235
acquires the usage numbers of the F, K, and G steps in the
componentized motion SFC programs by referring to the step
usage numbers 255 of the SFC-component management data
25.

At Step S102, the program-incorporation processing unit
23bH 1dentifies dead numbers based on the usage numbers
acquired at Step S101. The program-incorporation process-
ing unit 235 automatically adopts and allocates the dead
numbers to the F, G, and K steps 1n the incorporation desti-
nation, that 1s, the motion SFC program used by the motion
CPU.

At Step S103, the program-incorporation processing unit
23b determines whether the usage numbers of the F, K, and G
steps 1n the componentized motion SFC program overlap
those 1n the motion SFC program used by the motion CPU.
When the overlapping number 1s present (YES at Step S103),
the program-incorporation processing unit 235 advances the
process to Step S104. When there 1s no overlapping number
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(NO at Step S103), the program-incorporation processing,
umt 235 advances the process to Step S105.

At Step S104, the program-incorporation processing unit
235 deletes the usage numbers automatically allocated to the
F, G, and K steps 1n the motion SFC program used by the
motion CPU. The program-incorporation processing unit 2356
updates the usage numbers of the F, GG, and K steps 1n the
motion SFC program used by the motion CPU by overwriting
other usage numbers that do not overlap those of the F, K, and
G steps 1n the componentized motion SFC programs on the
previous usage numbers.

At Step S105, the program-incorporation processing unit
23b replaces the replaceable parts in the componentized
motion SFC programs (the SFC-component management
data 25) by parts according to characteristics of the motion-
CPU command target (that 1s, a servomotor). The program-
incorporation processing unit 235 incorporates the motion
SFC programs in which the replaceable parts are replaced
into the motion SFC program used by the motion CPU.

The componentized motion SFC programs can be thereby
actually used by the motion CPU.

Exchange between the motion SFC program (a program-
component incorporation destination application) used by the
motion CPU and the componentized motion SFC programs
(program component information) i the incorporation pro-
cess 1s explained next with reference to FIGS. 10-1 and 10-2.

Atatiming of a component arrangement 110 shown 1n FIG.
10-1, the program-incorporation processing unit 235 acquires
the componentized motion SFC programs (the SFC-compo-
nent management data 25) from the componentization-data
mamipulation processing unit 22. The program-incorporation
processing unit 235 sets SFC-component setting data in the
motion SFC program used by the motion CPU based on
componentization basic data in the componentized motion
SFC programs (that 1s, the part from <SFC0> to </SFC0> 1n
the SFC-component management data 25). That 1s, the pro-
gram-1ncorporation processing unit 235 creates a basic struc-
ture for incorporating the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams 1nto the SFC-component management data of the
motion SFC program (the incorporation destination) used by
the motion CPU, and establishes a base for the exchange with
the componentized motion SFC programs.

At a timing of a program number setting 111, the program-
incorporation processing unit 235 acquires SFC component
numbers and comment information from the componentized
motion SFC programs (the SFC-component management
data 25). For example, the SFC component numbers and the
comment information are acquired as program numbers and
comments by user’s manipulation viathe I/'F screen 60 shown
in FIG. 6, respectively. The program-incorporation process-
ing unit 235 sets the acquired SFC component numbers and
comment information into the SFC-component management
data of the motion SFC program (the incorporation destina-
tion) used by the motion CPU.

A process at the timing of the component arrangement 110
and that at the timing of the program number setting 111
correspond to a process at Step S100 shown 1n FIG. 9.

At a timing of an SFC component setting 112 shown 1n
FIG. 10-1, the program-incorporation processing umt 235
acquires information on the configuration of the motion SFC
program that forms the basis for componentization, the usage
steps, the usage axial numbers, the axial devices, and the user
device from the SFC-component setting data within the SFC-
component management data of the motion SFC program
(the incorporation destination) used by the motion CPU. Fur-
thermore, the program-incorporation processing unit 235
acquires the information on the user’s created motion SFC
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program and that on previously-created existing motion SFC
programs from the componentized motion SFC programs
(the SFC-component management data 25). The program-

incorporation processing unit 235 analyzes the structure of
the componentized motion SFC programs using these pieces
of acquired information.

A process at the timing of the SFC component setting 112
corresponds to a process at Step S101 shown 1n FIG. 9.

At a timing of an SFC-componentization program confir-
mation 113 shown in FIG. 10-2, the program-incorporation
processing unit 235 generates source codes of the componen-
tized motion SFC programs based on a result of the above
analysis. The program-incorporation processing unit 235
transmits the source codes of the componentized motion SFC
programs to the SFC-component management data of the
motion SFC program (the incorporation destination) used by
the motion CPU, and performs processes at Steps S101 to
5104 shown 1n FIG. 9. The program-incorporation processing
unit 235 replaces the replaceable parts in the componentized
motion SFC programs (the SFC-component management
data 25) by parts according to the characteristics of the
motion-CPU command target (i.e., a servomotor). The pro-
gram-1ncorporation processing unit 235 incorporates the
motion SFC programs that are made 1n such a manner that the
motion SFC programs are actually incorporated into the
motion SFC program of the motion CPU into the motion SFC
program used by the motion CPU.

Because the componentized motion SFC programs are
defined by the existing motion-SFC-program grammar
shown 1n FIG. 1, the motion SFC program into which the
componentized motion SFC programs are icorporated and
that 1s used for the motion control 1s also defined by the
existing motion-SFC-program grammar. In other words, the
motion SFC program into which the componentized motion
SFC programs are incorporated and that 1s used for the motion
control 1s described 1n a format in which the motion SFC
program can be monitored within the motion CPU. Accord-
ingly, even aiter the motion SFC program into which the
componentized motion SFC programs are imcorporated and
that 1s used for the motion control 1s transferred to the motion
CPU, the componentized motion SFC programs can be used
without newly adding any S/W characteristics to the motion
CPU. Furthermore, 1t 1s possible to freely monitor contents of
the program within the motion CPU, to debug the program
contents, and to adjust the driving commands.

As described above, according to the present embodiment,
the componentization-data manipulation processing unit 22
componentizes the motion SFC program including a series of
a plurality of steps in a program unit, and the SFC-program-
componentization-data management unit 23 incorporates the
componentized motion SFC programs into the motion SFC
program used for the motion control executed by the motion
CPU that supplies the driving commands to the drive device.
This makes 1t easy to use the motion SFC programs for the
motion control 1n a program unit and to reduce man-hours of
a programming work. As a result, 1t 1s possible to improve the
eificiency of the programming work.

Theretfore, because the time for the programming work 1s
reduced, 1t 1s possible to expect a reduction 1n an operating,
cost of a drive device system constituted by the motion CPU,
the servo amplifier, the servomotor, and auxiliary devices.

According to the present embodiment, the componentiza-
tion-data manipulation processing unit 22 identifies at least
one of the axial numbers, the axial devices, and the user
device 1n the componentized motion SFC programs as the
replaceable part, and the SFC-program-componentization-
data management unit 23 replaces the 1dentified replaceable
part 1n the componentized motion SFC programs by the part
according to characteristics of the motion-CPU command
target (1.e., a servomotor). This makes it unnecessary to per-
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form a work for changing the axial numbers and the devices
depending on the axial numbers although the work 1s neces-
sary for the conventional programming work. Therefore, 1t 1s
possible to improve the reusability of the motion SFC pro-
grams. Furthermore, it 1s possible to improve the expandabil-
ity of the motion SFC programs because the parts can be
replaced on the user device side. In other words, because the
axial numbers, the axial devices, and the user device of the
driving command targets can be freely replaced, the above
drive device system can be flexibly changed according to the
characteristics and 1t can be expected to facilitate expanding
or improving the device.

According to the present embodiment, the componentized
motion SFC programs exchanged between the componenti-
zation-data manipulation processing unit 22 and the SFC-
program-componentization-data management unit 23, that 1s,
the SFC-component management data 25 1s text data
described 1n a tag format in which a code 1s put between the
start tag and the end tag. This facilitates the reuse, the expan-
s10n, and the maintenance of the componentized motion SFC
programs.

According to the present embodiment, the motion SFC
program into which the componentized motion SFC pro-
grams are incorporated and that 1s used for the motion control
1s described in the format 1n which the motion SFC program
can be monitored within the motion CPU. With this configu-
ration, even after the motion SFC program into which the
componentized motion SFC programs are incorporated is
transierred to the motion CPU, the componentized motion
SFC programs can be used easily reused, expanded, and
maintained.

According to the present embodiment, the componentiza-
tion-data manipulation processing unit 22 adds the security
information to the componentized motion SFC programs and
changes the componentized motion SFC programs to black
box programs. It 1s thereby possible to realize the secrecy of
information on core functions of the drive system that a user
does not wish to disclose.

According to the present embodiment, the componentiza-
tion-program listing unit 2256 displays a list of a plurality of
componentized motion SFC programs including the user’s
created componentized motion SFC programs on the display
device 26. This enables the user to arbitrarily select the com-
ponentized motion SFC programs.

Furthermore, a space displayed on a display device can be
made compact, and 1t 1s possible to improve the operability of
a user I’F such as a case where the motion SFC program can
be easily componentized by manipulations such as copy,

paste, and the like of the program or drag-and-drop based
mamipulations using a pointing device.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the motion SFC program component
creation device according to the present invention 1s useful for
programming motion SFC programs.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 motion SFC program component creation device

20 user I/F umt

21 control management unit

22 componentization-data manipulation processing unit

22a motion-SFC-program componentization generation
unit

225 componentization-program listing unit

22¢ editing/data processing unit

224 iput/output-data processing unit

22¢ security processing unit
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23 SFC-program-componentization-data management
unit

23a file-data storage unit

23b program-incorporation processing unit

23 ¢ data mput/output unit

23d security processing unit

24 data storage unit

25 SFC-component management data

25a component 1dentification 1D

255 step usage number

25¢ setting data

25d comment data

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A motion SFC program component creation device com-

prising;:

a componentization unit that componentizes, in a program
umt mcluding a plurality of sequential processes, a
motion SFC program including a series of a plurality of
steps; and

an 1ncorporation unit that incorporates the componentized
motion SFC programs into a motion SFC program used
for a motion control executed by a driving command
device that supplies a driving command to a drive
device, wherein

the 1ncorporation unit incorporates the componentized
motion SFC programs mto a motion SFC program used
for the motion control while maintaining each of the
motion SFC programs used for the motion control and
the componentized motion SFC programs 1n a motion-
SFC program language.

2. The motion SFC program component creation device

according to claim 1, wherein

the incorporation unit incorporates the componentized
motion SFC program into amotion SFC program used 1n
the motion control so as to prevent a step usage number
of the motion SFC program used 1n the motion control
from overlapping a step usage number of the componen-
tized motion SFC program.

3. The motion SFC program component creation device

according to claim 1, wherein

the componentization unit identifies at least one of an axial
number, an axial device, and a user device in the com-
ponentized motion SFC programs as a replaceable part,
and
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the mcorporation unit replaces the identified replaceable
part 1n the componentized motion SFC programs by a
part according to a characteristic of the drive device.

4. The motion SFC program component creation device
according to claim 1, wherein

the componentized motion SFC programs are text data

described 1n a tag format in which a code 1s put between
a start tag and an end tag.

5. The motion SFC program component creation device
according to claim 1, wherein

a motion SFC program into which the componentized

motion SFC programs are incorporated and that 1s used
for the motion control 1s described in a format 1n which
the motion SFC program can be monitored within the
driving command device.

6. The motion SFC program component creation device
according to claim 1, further comprising a display control unit
that controls a combination of a plurality of SFC codes to be
displayed on a display device so as to represent a content of
the componentized motion SFC programs.

7. The motion SFC program component creation device
according to claim 1, wherein the motion SFC program and
the componentized motion SFC programs are in the motion-
SFC program language and wherein, for each of the compo-
nentized motion SFC programs, a unique 1dentifier and a
basic structure are generated 1n the motion-SFC program
language.

8. The motion SFC program component creation device
according to claim 1, wherein the motion SFC program 1s a
program specialized for a motion central processing unit
(CPU) that serves as a driving command device and wherein
the motion SFC program handles operations that a program-
mable logic controller (PLC) alone 1s unable to process.

9. The motion SFC program component creation device
according to claim 1, wherein the motion SFC program 1s
supplied to a servo motor to drive a production apparatus or a
facility apparatus and wherein, for at least one of the compo-

nentized motion SFC programs, at least one replaceable part
of an axial number, an axial device, and a user device 1s

defined.
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