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IMAGE CAPTURING DEVICE AND IMAGE
CAPTURING METHOD

This application 1s a Continuation of application Ser. No.

13/714,065 filed Dec. 13, 2012, which 1s a Continuation of >

PCT International Application No. PCT/JP2011/064620 filed
on Jun. 27, 2011, which claims priority under 35 U.S.C.
§119(a) to Patent Application No. 2010-150316 filed 1n Japan
on Jun. 30, 2010 and to Patent Application No. 2011-023213
filed 1n Japan on Feb. 4, 2011, all of which are hereby
expressly incorporated by reference into the present applica-
tion.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an 1mage capturing device
and an 1image capturing method which can generate a stereo-
scopic 1mage including planar images viewed from multiple
viewpolints using a single optical pickup system.

2. Description of the Related Art

In the related art, an 1image capturing device 1s known
which can generate a stereoscopic 1image including planar
images viewed from multiple viewpoints using a single opti-
cal pickup system.

JP2009-527007T discloses a configuration i which a
single optical pickup system 1s provided and pupil division 1s
performed by rotating a diaphragm, thereby generating a
stereoscopic 1mage.

JP2009-168995A discloses a configuration 1n which polar-
1zing elements are provided and light i1s recerved using an
imaging element for each light path, thereby acquiring phase
information using a single optical pickup system.

JP1998-42314A (JP-H10-42314A) discloses an image
capturing device which includes a single optical pickup sys-
tem and an 1maging element 1n which a first pixel group and
a second pixel group are arranged to perform photoelectric
conversion on light fluxes passing through ditfferent regions
of the single optical pickup system, and which generates a
stereoscopic 1mage including a planar image acquired using
the first pixel group and a planar image acquired using the
second pixel group.

JP2008-299184A discloses a configuration in which the
output of a first pixel 1s added to the output of a second pixel
in the 1mage capturing device disclosed 1n JP1998-42314A
(JP-H10-42314A).

JP2008-187385A discloses a configuration 1n which expo-
sure control 1s performed in cycles set for a 2D moving image
and a 3D moving 1image in a compound eye 1image capturing
device including a plurality of optical pickup systems. Since
depth 1s not changed in the 3D moving 1mage pickup, a
machine diaphragm 1s not moved as much as possible.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, in the image capturing device (hereinaftter,
referred to as “monocular 3D 1mage capturing device”) which
1s capable of generating a stereoscopic 1image including pla-
nar images viewed from multiple viewpoints using a single
optical pickup system, a step-shaped pattern 1s generated 1n a
non-focused section part of a high-resolution planar image
when a high-resolution 1image 1s generated based on the pla-
nar 1mages viewed from the multiple viewpoints. The struc-
ture of such a step-shaped pattern will be described below.

First, a case in which three subjects 91, 92, and 93 are
imaged using a monocular 1mage capturing device which
does not perform pupil division will be described with refer-
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ence to FIG. 33A. From among three images 91a, 92a, and
93a, the images of which are formed on the 1maging element
16, only the 1mage 92a of the subject 92 on a focusing plane
D comes 1nto focus on the 1maging element 16. A distance of
the subject 91 from the pickup lens 12 1s greater than the
focusing plane D, and the focusing image 91d thereof is
formed at a position which 1s closer to the pickup lens 12 than
the imaging element 16, thus the 1mage 91a of the subject 91
1s out of focus and becomes a dimmed 1image, that 1s, a blurred
image. In addition, a distance of the subject 93 from the
pickup lens 12 1s less than a distance from the focusing plane
D, a focusing 1mage 934 1s formed at a position which 1s
farther than the imaging element 16 from the pickup lens 12,
and the 1image 93a of the subject 93 1s also out of focus and
becomes a blurred 1image.

Subsequently, a case 1n which the three subjects 91,92, and
93 are imaged using the monocular 3D 1mage capturing
device which performs pupil division will be described. The
monocular 3D 1mage capturing device of this example has a
state 1n which the pupil of the pickup lens 12 is restricted to
only an upper side using a shutter 95 as shown in FIG. 33B,
and a state 1n which the pupil of the pickup lens 12 1s restricted
to only a lower side as shown 1n FIG. 33C. The blur amount
(the amount by which an 1mage 1s out of focus) and the
position of an image on the imaging element 16 of this kind of
monocular 3D 1mage capturing device are different from
those of the monocular image capturing device shown in FIG.
33A. That 1s, 1n a state shown 1n FI1G. 33B, the blur amount of
the image 915 of the subject 91 1s less compared to the image
91a of the subject 91 on which pupil division 1s not performed
(F1G. 34A) as shown 1n FIG. 34B, and the position thereof
moves to the lower side of the drawing. In addition, the blur
amount of the image 935 of the subject 93 1s less and the
position thereol moves to the upper side of the drawing. In a
state shown 1n FIG. 33C, the blur amount of the image 91¢ of
the subject 91 1s less compared to the image 91a of the subject
91 on which pupil division 1s not performed (FIG. 34A) as
shown 1 FIG. 34C, and the position thereof moves to the
upper side of the drawing. In addition, the blur amount of the
image 93¢ of the subject 93 1s less and the position thereof
moves to the lower side of the drawing.

If the image shown 1n FIG. 34B 1s synthesized with the
image shown 1n FIG. 34C 1n order to generate a high-resolu-
tion planar 1mage 1n such a monocular 3D 1image capturing
device, a step-shaped pattern 1s generated because an 1mage
formation position 1s shifted between the image 915 and the
image 91c¢ and between the image 936 and the image 93c.
That 1s, when a high-resolution planar 1image is picked up,
light fluxes from the same subject pass through the different
positions of the pupil of the pickup lens 12, thus there are
problems 1n that the images of the same subject are formed at
different positions of the imaging element 16, and 1n that a
step-shaped pattern 1s generated due to parallax. The genera-
tion of such a pattern 1s called the generation of spurious

resolution 1n this specification.
JP2009-527007T, JP2009-168995A, JP1998-42314A,

JP2008-299184 A, and JP2008-187385A do not disclose a
configuration which can solve the spurious resolution due to
parallax.

Meanwhile, 1 the configuration disclosed i JP2008-
299184 A, pixel addition 1s simply performed on adjacent
pixels. Therefore, there 1s a problem 1n that the resolution of
a focused main subject 1s deteriorated due to the pixel addi-
tion. For example, when two pixels are mixed, resolution 1s
deteriorated to 4.

In addition, since a compound eye method 1s used 1n the
configuration disclosed 1 JP2008-187385A, spurious reso-
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lution 1s not generated even though a small diaphragm 1s used.
In addition, the chief aim 1s not to change the diaphragm.

The present invention has been made 1n consideration of
the above problems occurring 1n the prior art and an object
thereol 1s to provide an 1mage capturing device and an 1image
capturing method which improve the quality of a planar
image while maintaining the parallax of a stereoscopic image.

In order to accomplish the above object, the present inven-
tion provides an image capturing device which includes a
single optical pickup system and an imaging element that has
a first pixel group and a second pixel group respectively
performing photoelectric conversion on light fluxes passing,
through different regions of the single optical pickup system,
and which can perform stereoscopic pickup used to acquire a
stereoscopic 1mage having a first planar image and a second
planar 1image, respectively generated using the first pixel
group and the second pixel group, and plane pickup used to
acquire a planar image having the first planar image and the
second planar image by imaging a same scene using the first
pixel group and the second pixel group, the image capturing
device including: light extinction unit that can reduce an
amount of light which 1s incident to the imaging element from
the optical pickup system; a diaphragm that 1s arranged 1n a
light path; subject brightness acquisition unit that acquires
subject brightness; and control unit that, 1n a case of the
stereoscopic pickup, controls whether or not to reduce the
amount of light which reaches the imaging element using the
light extinction unit based on the subject brightness acquired
using the subject brightness acquisition unit, and that, in a
case of the plane pickup, causes a diaphragm value of the
diaphragm to be greater than a diaphragm value 1n the case of
the stereoscopic pickup.

That 1s, 1t 1s controlled whether or not to reduce the amount
of light which reaches the imaging element can be controlled
based on the subject brightness 1n the case of the stereoscopic
pickup, and the diaphragm value of the diaphragm 1s caused
to be greater than the diaphragm value in the case of the
stereoscopic pickup, thus the image formation positions are
near between the first and second planar images in the case of
the plane pickup. Therefore, quality can be improved by
solving the spurious resolution generation of the planar image
while maintaining the parallax of the stereoscopic image.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the first pixel group and the second pixel group include
light reception elements which are 2-dimensionally arranged,
and, 1t 1s preferable that, 1n the imaging element, each pixel of
the first pixel group and each pixel of the second pixel group
be arranged to be adjacent to each other.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the 1image capturing device further include an optical
member that performs division on the light fluxes passing
through the optical pickup system, and 1t 1s preferable that the
imaging element include a first imaging element having the
first pixel group and a second 1maging element having the
second pixel group, and the first imaging element and the
second 1maging element respectively receive the light fluxes
obtained through pupil division performed using the optical
member.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the control unit set the diaphragm to an open state in the
case of the stereoscopic pickup, and squeeze the diaphragm
compared to the open state in the case of the plane pickup.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the light extinction unit be a neutral density filter which
can be 1nserted 1n the light path through which the light fluxes
incident to the imaging element pass, and the control unit, 1n
the case of the stereoscopic pickup, control whether or not to
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set the neutral density filter to an 1nsertion state in which the
neutral density filter 1s inserted in the light path based on the
subject brightness acquired using the subject brightness
acquisition unit.

In an embodiment of the present invention, it 1s preferable
that the control unit, 1n the case of the stereoscopic pickup, set

the neutral density filter to the imnsertion state when the subject
brightness 1s higher than a threshold, and set the neutral
density filter to a non-1nsertion state when the subject bright-
ness 1s equal to or lower than the threshold.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the light extinction unit be a light blocking unit which
shields a part of an opening of the diaphragm 1n order to
equally divide the opening of the diaphragm viewed 1n an
optical axis direction 1nto at least one side of a horizontal
direction and a vertical direction of the imaging element, and
it 1s preferable that the control unit control the light blocking
unit, set a light blocking state 1n which at least a part of the
opening of the diaphragm 1s shielded using the light blocking
unit in the case of the stereoscopic pickup, and set a non-light
blocking state 1n which the opening of the diaphragm 1s not
shielded using the light blocking unit in the case of the plane
pickup.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the control unit, 1n the case of the stereoscopic pickup,
change a size of the light blocking region of the opening of the
diaphragm which 1s shielded using the light blocking unit
based on the subject brightness acquired using the subject
brightness acquisition unit.

Meanwhile, the light extinction unit and the diaphragm are
not limited to the case 1n which the light extinction unit and
the diaphragm are arranged between the optical pickup sys-
tem and the 1imaging element. There may be a case 1n which
the optical pickup system includes a plurality of lenses (a lens
group ), and at least one side ol the light extinction unit and the
diaphragm 1s arranged 1n the lens group.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the image capturing device further include subject dis-
tance acquisition unit that acquires a subject distance, and 1t 1s
preferable that the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup,
control whether or not to set the diaphragm to the open state
based on the subject distance acquired using the subject dis-
tance acquisition unit.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup, set the
diaphragm to the open state when the subject distance is
greater than a threshold. That 1s, even 1n the plane pickup, the
shift of 1mage formation between the first and second planar
images 1s small when the subject distance 1s large. Therelore,
diffraction due to the diaphragm can be avoided and a high-
quality 1mage can be obtained.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the image capturing device further include focal distance
acquisition unit that acquires a focal distance of the optical
pickup system, and it 1s preferable that the control unit, in the
case of the plane pickup, control whether or not to set the
diaphragm to the open state based on the focal distance
acquired using the focal distance acquisition unit.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the control unit, 1 the case of the plane pickup, set the
diaphragm to the open state when the focal distance 1s greater
than a threshold. That 1s, even 1n the plane pickup, the shift of
image formation between the first and second planar images
1s small when the focal distance of the optical pickup system
1s short. Therefore, diffraction due to the diaphragm can be
avoided and a high-quality image can be obtained.
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In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the image capturing device further include parallax infor-
mation acquisition unit that calculates an amount of parallax
between the first planar image and the second planar image
which are included in the stereoscopic image acquired using
the 1maging element, and acquires a parallax range which
indicates difference between an amount of maximum paral-
lax of anear side and an amount of maximum parallax of a far
side of the stereoscopic 1mage, and it 1s preferable that the
control unit, in the case of the plane pickup, control whether
or not to set the diaphragm to the open state based on the
parallax range acquired using the parallax information acqui-
sition unit. Meanwhile, the “near side” which 1s referred here
indicates a side which is close to the image capturing device.
On the other hand, the *“far side” 1s a side which 1s separated
from the image capturing device forward the subject, and
indicates a side which 1s distant from the 1mage capturing
device.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that, 1n the case of the plane pickup, the diaphragm be set to
the open state when the acquired parallax range 1s smaller
than a threshold, and set the diaphragm value of the dia-
phragm to a value, which 1s greater than the diaphragm value
in the case of the stereoscopic pickup, when the acquired
parallax range 1s equal to or greater than the threshold.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the 1mage capturing device further include instruction
input unit that recerves an iput of a pickup nstruction, and 1t
1s preferable that the parallax information acquisition unit
calculate the parallax range from the stereoscopic image
imaged using the imaging element before the pickup mstruc-
tion 1s mput to the mstruction mput unit.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the control unit set the diaphragm to the open state when
imaging 1s performed before the pickup instruction 1s input.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup, change
whether or not to perform light extinction using the light
extinction unit when the diaphragm 1s set to the open state
based on the subject brightness acquired using the subject
brightness acquisition unit.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that, 1n the case of the plane pickup, the first planar image and
the second planar image be combined, and that a high-reso-
lution planar 1mage which has higher resolution than the first
and second planar 1images be acquired.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that, in the case of the plane pickup, imaging signals of the
pixels which are adjacent in the first planar 1image and the
second planar image be added, and that a planar image which
has same resolution as the first and second planar images be
acquired.

In an embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s preferable
that, in the imaging element, the first pixel group and the
second pixel group be arranged 1n a 2-dimensional form 1n a
planar view 1n a first direction and a second direction which 1s
perpendicular to the first direction, and, when viewed from at
least one side direction of the first and second directions, the
pixels of the first pixel group and the pixels of the second pixel
group, which are separated therefrom and correspond thereto,
be overlapped and arranged to be viewed such that parts of
light reception regions thereol are overlapped.

In addition, the present invention provides an 1mage cap-
turing method for enabling stereoscopic pickup used to
acquire a stereoscopic 1image having a first planar image and
a second planar 1mage, respectively generated using a first
pixel group and a second pixel group, and plane pickup used
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to acquire a planar image having the first planar image and the
second planar image by imaging a same scene using the first

pixel group and the second pixel group using a single optical
pickup system, an imaging element that has a first pixel group
and a second pixel group respectively performing photoelec-
tric conversion on light fluxes passing through different
regions of the single optical pickup system, light extinction
unit that can reduce an amount of light which 1s incident to the
imaging element from the optical pickup system, and a dia-
phragm that 1s arranged in a light path, the image capturing
method mcludmg acquiring subject brightness; 1n a case of
the stereoscopic pickup, controlling whether or not to reduce
the amount of light which reaches the 1maging element using
the light extinction unit based on the acquired subject bright-
ness; and, 1n a case of the plane pickup, causing a diaphragm
value of the diaphragm to be greater than a diaphragm value
in the case of the stereoscopic pickup.

According to the present invention, 1t 1s possible to
improve the qualities of the planar images while the parallax
of the stereoscopic 1mage 1s maintained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating an example of the
hardware configuration of an image capturing device accord-
ing to first to fourth embodiments of the present invention.

FIGS. 2A to 2C are views 1llustrating an example of the
configuration of an 1maging element.

FIG. 3 15 a view 1llustrating an imaging pixel.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are enlarged views 1llustrating the main
section of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram illustrating the main section of
the image capturing device according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 6 1s a tlowchart illustrating the flow of an 1maging
process example according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 7 1s a tlowchart 1illustrating the flow of an 1imaging
process example according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram illustrating the main section of
the 1mage capturing device according to the third embodi-
ment.

FIG. 9 1s a flowchart illustrating the flow of an 1maging,
process example according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram 1llustrating the main section of
the 1image capturing device according to the fourth embodi-
ment.

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart illustrating the flow of an imaging
process example according to the fourth embodiment.

FIG. 12 15 a block diagram illustrating an 1mage capturing,
device according to the fifth embodiment.

FIG. 13 1s a perspective view 1llustrating a pickup lens, a
diaphragm, a liquid crystal shutter, and an imaging element of
the 1mage capturing device, which are viewed from a slant.

FIG. 14 1s a view 1illustrating the sensitivity properties of
the incidence angles of the pair pixels of the imaging element.

FIG. 15 1s a view 1llustrating properties obtained when the
sensitivity properties of the incidence angles of the pair pixels
of the imaging element are completely separated.

FIG. 16 1s a view 1llustrating the variation 1n the sensitivity
properties of the incidence angles of the pair pixels of the
imaging element due to an impermeable region installed 1n
the liquid crystal shutter.

FIG. 17 1s a flowchart 1llustrating the flow of an example of
the 1maging process according to the fifth embodiment.

FIGS. 18A and 18B are views illustrating variation 1n the
width of the impermeable region of the liquid crystal shutter.

FIG. 19 1s a flowchart illustrating the tlow of an imaging
process example according to a sixth embodiment.
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FIG. 20 1s a flowchart illustrating the flow of an 1maging,
process example according to a seventh embodiment.

FI1G. 21 1s a flowchart illustrating the flow of an 1maging
process example according to an eighth embodiment.

FI1G. 22 1s a flowchart illustrating the tflow of a pickup mode
setting process.

FIG. 23 1s an explanatory view 1illustrating a case 1n which
a single planar 1image 1s generated by performing pixel addi-
tion based on planar images of multiple viewpoints.

FIG. 24 15 a view 1illustrating the sensitivity properties of
the incidence angles obtained after the pixel addition 1s per-
formed on the pair pixels of the imaging element.

FI1G. 25 1s a view 1llustrating only a color filter array which
1s an example of the imaging element.

FIG. 26 1s a view 1llustrating the positional relationship
between a micro lens and a light blocking member opening,
which are provided on the upper side of each pixel.

FIG. 27 1s a view 1llustrating a shape 1n which the two
pixels mncluded 1n the pair pixels are overlapped and arranged
in the pixel array shown in FIG. 25.

FIGS. 28 A and 28B are schematic views each 1llustrating,
the outline of the pixel array 1n a case 1n which a whole pixel
array 1s a square array.

FIG. 29 15 a view 1illustrating a state in which two pixels
included 1n the pair pixels are overlapped and arranged using
the pixel arrays shown 1n FIGS. 28A and 28B.

FI1G. 30 1s a view 1llustrating a pixel array corresponding to
an example of the imaging element which can simultaneously
perform lateral pickup and longitudinal pickup.

FIG. 31A 1s a view 1llustrating a basic shape of the light
blocking region of the liquid crystal shutter, and FIG. 31B 1s
a view illustrating a modification example of the liquid crystal
shutter.

FI1G. 32 1s aview illustrating another modification example
of the light blocking region of the liqud crystal shutter.

FIGS. 33A to 33C are explanatory views 1illustrating the
problems of the present imnvention, that 1s, FIG. 33A 1s an
explanatory view 1llustrating the main section of the 1maging
system without using pupil division, FIGS. 33B and 33C are
explanatory views each 1llustrating the main section of a 3D
monocular imaging system using a pupil division method.

FIGS. 34A to 34C are explanatory views illustrating the
problems of the present invention, that 1s, FIG. 34A 15 a
schematic view illustrating the shape of an 1mage formed
using the imaging system without performing pupil division,
and FIG. 34B and FIG. 34C are schematic views 1llustrating
the shapes of images formed using the 3D monocular imaging,
system using the pupil division method.

FI1G. 35 1s an explanatory view 1llustrating another example
of pupil division.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PR
EMBODIMENTS

L1
M

ERRED

Hereinatiter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described 1n detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
Ings.

Overall Configuration of Image Capturing Device

FI1G. 1 1s a block diagram 1llustrating an embodiment of an
image capturing device 10 according to the present invention.

The 1mage capturing device 10 records an 1imaged 1image in
a recording media 54, and the entire operation of the device 1s
integrally controlled by a Central Processing Unmit (CPU) 40.

The 1image capturing device 10 1s provided with an opera-
tion unit 38 such as a shutter button, a mode dial, a reproduc-
tion button, MENU/OK keys, an arrow key, or a BACK key.

A signal from the operation unit 38 i1s input to the CPU 40.
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The CPU 40 controls each circuit of the image capturing
device 10 in response to the input signal. For example, the
CPU 40 performs lens drive control, diaphragm drive control,
pickup operation control, image process control, image data
record/reproduction control, and the display control of a lig-
uid crystal monitor 30 for stereoscopic display.

The shutter button 1s an operational button that inputs an
istruction to start pickup, and includes a two-stage stroke
type switch having an S1 switch which 1s switched on with a
half-push, and an S2 switch which 1s switched on with a
tull-push. The mode dial 1s selection unit that selects a 2D
(plane) pickup mode, a 3D (stereoscopic) pickup mode, an
auto pickup mode, a manual pickup mode, a scene position
such as a portrait, a background, or a mght view, a macro
mode, a moving image mode, and a parallax priority-pickup
mode according to the present invention.

The reproduction button 1s a button which 1s used to switch
to between a reproduction mode which displays a still image
or a moving 1image of the stereoscopic image (3D 1mage) and
the planar image (2D 1image) which 1s picked up and recorded
on the liqud crystal monitor 30. The MENU/OK keys are
operation keys which respectively function as a menu button
used to perform an mstruction to display a menu on the screen
of the liquid crystal monitor 30, and an OK button used to
indicate confirmation or execution of selected content. Arrow
keys are operation units which mput instructions of the four
directions of up, down, right and leit, and function as buttons
(cursor movement operation unit) which are used to select an
item from the menus on the screen or used to indicate selec-
tion of various types of setting items from respective menu
items. In addition, the top and bottom keys of the arrow keys
function as zoom switches during pickup or reproduction
zoom switches during the reproduction mode, the left and
right keys function as frame advance (forward direction/re-
verse direction advance) buttons during the reproduction
mode. A BACK key 1s used to erase a desired target, such as
the selected 1tem, to cancel instructed content, or to return to
an operation state immediately before the state.

During the pickup mode, an 1mage light which 1s used to
show a subject 1s formed on the light reception plane of an
imaging element 16 which 1s a solid imaging element through
a pickup lens 12 (optical pickup system), including a focal
lens and a zoom lens, and through a diaphragm 14. The
pickup lens 12 1s driven using a lens drive unit 36 which 1s
controlled by the CPU 40, and performs focus control and
zoom control.

The diaphragm 14 is arranged 1n a light path 13 through
which light fluxes 1incident to the imaging element 16 pass,
and includes, for example, five diaphragm blades. The dia-
phragm 14 1s driven using a diaphragm drive unit 34 which 1s
controlled by the CPU 40, and diaphragm control i1s per-
formed thereon 1n six stages by 1 AV, for example, a dia-
phragm value of F1.4 to F11. Meanwhile, FIG. 1 illustrates a
case 1n which the diaphragm 14 1s arranged between the
pickup lens 12 and the imaging element 16. However, the
present invention 1s not limited to the case. There are cases in
which the pickup lens 12 includes a plurality of lenses (or a
plurality of lens groups) and the diaphragm 14 1s arranged in
the pickup lens 12.

An ND filter 15 (Neutral Density filter) 1s a device that
reduces the amount of light which 1s incident to the imaging
clement 16, and can be inserted 1n the light path 13 through
which the light fluxes which are incident to the 1maging
clement 16 pass. Meanwhile, FIG. 1 illustrates a case 1n
which the ND filter 15 1s arranged between the pickup lens 12
and the 1imaging element 16. However, the present invention
1s not limited to such a case. There are cases 1n which the
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pickup lens 12 includes a plurality of lenses (or a plurality of
lens groups) and the ND filter 15 1s arranged 1n the pickup lens
12.

The ND filter 15 has an insertion state 1n which the ND
filter 15 1s mserted 1n the light path 13 using a filter swapping
drive unit 33 and a non-insertion state 1n which the ND filter
15 1s shufted from the light path 13. The number of ND filters
15 1s not particularly limited. The ND filter 15 may include a
plurality of (for example, five) filters.

The CPU 40 controls a charge storage time (shutter speed)
in the imaging element 16 or the reading of an image signal 1n
the 1maging element 16 through an 1maging element control
unit 32. In addition, the CPU 40 switches the insertion state
and the non-insertion state of the ND filter 15 through the
filter swapping drive unit 33. In addition, the CPU 40 controls
the diaphragm 14 through the diaphragm drive unit 34.

Example of Configuration of Monocular 3D Imaging
ment

FIGS. 2A to 2C are views illustrating an example of the
configuration of the imaging element 16.

The imaging element 16 includes 1imaging pixels 1n odd-
numbered lines (hereinatfter, referred to as “main pixels™) and
imaging pixels in even-numbered lines (hereinatter, referred
to as “sub pixels”) which are arranged 1n matrix, and it 1s
possible to independently read image signals corresponding,
to two planes obtained through photoelectric conversion per-
formed on each of the main and sub pixels.

As shown in FIGS. 2A to 2C, 1n the odd-numbered lines (1,
3,5, ...)ofthe maging element 16, among the pixels which
respectively mclude R (red), G (green), and B (blue) color
filters, pixel array lines GRGR . . . and pixel array lines
BGBG . .. are alternately provided. On the other hand, 1n the
pixels of the even-numbered lines (2,4, 6, . . . ), the pixel array
lines GRGR . . . and the pixel array lines BGBG . . . are
alternately provided like the odd-numbered lines. Further,
with respect to the pixels of the even-numbered lines, pixels
are arranged to be shifted 1n the line direction by half the array
pitch. That 1s, the pixel array of the imaging element 16 1s a
honeycomb array.

FIG. 3 1s a view 1llustrating the pickup lens 12, the dia-
phragm 14, and the single main pixel PDa and the single sub
pixel PDb of the imaging element 16, and FIGS. 4A and 4B
are enlarged views 1llustrating the main section of FIG. 3.

As shown 1n FIG. 4A, light fluxes which pass through an
ex1t pupil are incident to the normal pixel (photodiode PD) of
the 1imaging element through a micro lens L. without limita-
tion.

In contrast, a light blocking member 16 A 1s formed on the
main pi1xel PDa and the sub pixel PDb of the imaging element
16, thus the right or left half of the light reception planes of the
main pixel PDa and the sub pixel PDb is shaded due to the
light blocking member 16 A. That 1s, the light blocking mem-
ber 16 A has a function as a pupil division member. As shown
in FI1G. 4A, a main pixel PDa group and a sub pixel PDb group
respectively include light reception elements PDa and PDb
which are 2-dimensionally arranged. In the imaging element
16, the main pixel PDa and the sub pixel PDb are arranged to
be adjacent to each other.

Also, 1 the imaging element 16 which 1s configured as
described above, the main pixel PDa and the sub pixel PDb
are configured so as to have different regions (the right half
and the left half) in which light fluxes are restricted using the
light blocking member 16 A. However, the present invention
1s not limited thereto. The light blocking member 16 A may
not be provided and the micro lens L and the photodiodes PDs
(PDa and PDb) may be relatively shifted in the right and left
directions, thus light fluxes which are incident to the photo-
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diode PD may be restricted due to the shifted directions. In
addition, a single micro lens 1s provided for two pixels (the
main pixel and the sub pixel), thus light fluxes which are
incident to each of the pixels may be restricted.

Returning to FIG. 1, signal charge stored in the imaging
clement 16 1s read as a voltage signal according to the signal
charge in response to a read signal which 1s applied from the
imaging element control unit 32. The voltage signal which 1s
read from the imaging element 16 1s applied to an analog
signal processing unit 18. Here, the sampling of the R, G, and
B signals of each of the pixels 1s held, the signals are amplified
using gain (corresponding to ISO sensitivity) designated
using the CPU 40, and then the resulting signals are applied to
an A/D converter 20. The A/D converter 20 converts the
sequentially input R, G, and B signals into digital R, G, B
signals, and outputs the resulting signals to an 1image input
controller 22.

A digital signal processing unit 24 performs an oilset pro-
cess, a gain control process including white balance correc-
tion and sensitivity correction, a gamma correction process, a
synchronization process, a YC process, and a predetermined
signal process, such as contrast emphasis or outline correc-
tion, on the digital image signals which are input through the
image mput controller 22.

In addition, an EEPROM 56 15 a nonvolatile memory which
stores a camera control program, defect information of the
imaging element 16, various types ol parameters or tables
used for an 1mage process, and program lines.

Here, as shown 1 FIGS. 2B and 2C, main 1mage data
which 1s read from the main pixels of the odd-numbered lines
of the imaging element 16 1s processed as the planar image of
the left viewpoint (hereinatter, referred to as “left image™),
and sub 1mage data which is read from the sub pixels of the
even-numbered line 1s processed as the planar image of a right
viewpoint (hereinatter, referred to as “right image”).

The left image and the right image, which are processed
using the digital signal processing unit 24, are mput to a
VRAM 50. The VRAM 50 includes an A region and a B
region each which stores 3D i1mage data indicative of a 3D
image of 1 frame. The 3D 1mage data indicative ofa 3D 1image
of 1 frame 1s alternately written 1n the A region and the B
region of the VRAM 50. In the A region and the B region of
the VR AM 50, the written 3D 1mage data 1s read from aregion
other than the region 1n a side 1n which the 3D 1image data 1s
written. The 3D image data, which 1s read from the VRAM
50, 1s encoded 1n a video encoder 28 and output to a liquid
crystal monitor (LCD) 30 for stereoscopic display which 1s
provided on the rear plane of a camera, thus a 3D subject
image 1s displayed on the display screen of the liquid crystal
monitor 30.

The liquid crystal monitor 30 1s stereoscopic display unit
which can display the stereoscopic image (the left image and
the right image) as directional 1mages, each having predeter-
mined directivity, using parallax barriers. However, the
present invention 1s not limited thereto. The left image and the
right image can be individually seen by wearing glasses using
a lenticular lens or dedicated glasses such as polarized glasses
or liquid crystal shutter glasses.

In addition, 1f the first stage push (half-push) of the shutter
button of the operation unit 38 1s performed, the 1maging
clement 16 starts an AF operation and an AE operation, and
performs control 1n order to move a focal lens 1n the pickup
lens 12 to a focused position through the lens drive umit 36. In
addition, during the halt-push of the shutter button, the image
data which 1s output from the A/D converter 20 1s loaded to an
AE detection unit 44.
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The AE detection unit 44 integrates the G signals of the
whole screen or integrates the G signals which are differently

weilghted between the central portion and the peripheral por-
tion of the screen, and outputs an integrated value to the CPU
40.

An AF processing unmit 42 1s a section which performs a
contrast AF process or a phase AF process. When the contrast
AF process 1s performed, the AF processing unit 42 extracts
the high-frequency components of the image data in the pre-
determined focus region of at least one of the left image data
and the right image data, and calculates an AF evaluation
value indicative of a focusing state 1n such a way as to inte-
grate the high-frequency components. The AF control 1s per-
tformed by controlling the focal lens 1n the pickup lens 12 1n
order to cause the AF evaluation value to be the maximum
value. In addition, when the AF phase difference process 1s
performed, the AF processing unit 42 detects the phase dii-
terence of the image data corresponding to the main pixel and
the sub pixel in the predetermined focus region of the left
image data and the right image data, and obtains the amount
ol defocusing based on information indicative of the phase
difference. The AF control 1s performed by controlling the
focal lens 1n the pickup lens 12 in order to cause the amount
of defocusing to be 0. When the AF control 1s being per-
formed, the subject distance of the focused subject 1s calcu-
lated.

If the AE operation and the AF operation are terminated
and the second-stage push (full-push) of the shutter button is
performed, data for two pieces of images of the left image and
the right 1mage, which correspond to the main pixel and the
sub pixel output from the A/D converter 20 1n response to the
second-stage push, 1s input to a memory (SDRAM) 48 from
the 1mage mput controller 22, and temporarily stored.

The data for two pieces of 1images, which 1s temporarily
stored 1n the memory 48, 1s appropriately read using the
digital signal processing unit 24. Here, a predetermined sig-
nal process, including a generation process (YC process) of
the brightness data and the color difference data of the image
data, 1s performed. The image data (YC data) on which the YC
process 1s performed 1s stored in the memory 48 again. Sub-
sequently, two pieces of YC data are respectively output to a
compression/extension processing unit 26, and a predeter-
mined compression process, such as Joint Photographic
Experts Group (JPEG), 1s performed thereon. Thereatter, the
resulting data 1s stored in the memory 48 again.

A Multi-Picture file (an MP file: a file 1in the form 1n which
a plurality of images are connected) 1s generated based on the
two pieces of YC data (compression data) in the memory 48.
The MP file 1s read using a media I'F 52 and stored 1n a
recording media 54.

Subsequently, the present invention will be divided nto
first to eighth embodiments and described below.

First Embodiment

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram 1llustrating the details of the main
section of the image capturing device 10. Meanwhile, 1n FIG.
5, the same reference numerals are used for the components
shown 1n FIG. 1, and the descriptions of the units which are
previously described are omitted below.

In an 1mage capturing device 10 according to the embodi-
ment, a CPU 40 includes a pickup mode setting control unit
62, an AE control unit 64, an AF control unit 66, a pickup
execution control unit 68, and a diaphragm control unit 70.

The pickup mode setting control unit 62 recerves pickup
mode setting operation using the operation unit 38, and stores
the recerved pickup mode 1n the memory 48. The pickup
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mode includes at least 3D pickup mode and 2D pickup mode.
In addition, the 2D pickup mode includes high-resolution 2D
pickup mode in which a high-resolution plane (2D) image 1s
generated and low-resolution 2D pickup mode in which a
low-resolution plane (2D) image 1s generated. Hereinafter, 1in
order to briefly describe the present invention, 1t 1s assumed
that the 2D pickup mode 1s the high-resolution 2D pickup
mode.

The AE control unit 64 performs AE control under the
control of the diaphragm control unit 70 which will be
described later, calculates an EV value (subject brightness)
based on the integrated value which 1s output from the AE
detection unit 44, determines the diaphragm value of the
diaphragm 14 based on the EV value, whether or not the ND
filter 15 1s inserted (insertion state/non-insertion state), and
the shutter speed of the imaging element 16 under the control
of the diaphragm control unit 70, controls the diaphragm 14
through the diaphragm drive unit 34 based on the determined
diaphragm value, switches the insertion state/non-insertion
state of the ND filter 15 through the filter swapping drive unit
33 based on the determination of whether or not the ND filter
15 1s 1nserted, and controls the charge storage time (exposure
time) 1in the imaging element 16 through the imaging element
control unit 32 based on the determined shutter speed.

The AF control unit 66 performs a contrast AF process or
an AF phase difference process by controlling the AF pro-
cessing unit 42, and acquires the subject distance of the
focused subject from the AF processing unit 42 while the AF
control 1s being performed.

The pickup execution control unit 68 controls charge stor-
age and charge (pixel signal) reading 1n the 1imaging element
16 through the imaging element control unit 32, and acquires
the left image including the pixel signal of the main pixel
group and the rnight image including the pixel signal of the sub
pixel group.

In the case of 3D pickup mode, the pickup execution con-
trol unit 68 1mages a subject using the 1maging element 16,
acquires a 3D 1mage (stereoscopic 1image) including a set of
the left image and the right 1image, and records the 3D 1mage
in the recording media 54 through the media I'F 52. In addi-
tion, 1n the case of 2D pickup mode (in this example, the
high-resolution 2D pickup mode), the pickup execution con-
trol unit 68 1mages the subject using the imaging element 16,
synthesizes a high-resolution 2D image including the left
image and the right image, and records the high-resolution 2D
image 1n the recording media 54 through the media I/F 52.
That 1s, 1n the 1image capturing device 10, both the 3D pickup
and the 2D pickup are performed at the same scene, thus both
the 3D 1image and the 2D 1mage which are obtained by radi-
ating the same scene can be obtained.

The resolution of the 3D 1mage 1s the same as those of the
respective viewpoint 1mages (the left image and the right
image), and the resolution of the high-resolution 2D image 1s
higher than those of the respective viewpoint images (the left
image and the right 1image) (for example, two times higher).

The diaphragm control unit 70 switches the diaphragm
value (F value) of the diaphragm 14 using the diaphragm
drive unit 34 based on the mstruction of the pickup execution
control unit 68. In addition, the diaphragm control unit 70
switches the insertion state and the non-1nsertion state of the
ND filter 15 using the filter swapping drive unit 33 based on
the mstruction of the pickup execution control unit 68. The
insertion state 1s a state 1n which the ND filter 15 1s inserted on
the light path between the pickup lens 12 and the 1imaging
element 16, and the non-insertion state 1s a state in which the
ND filter 135 1s shifted from the light path between the pickup

lens 12 and the imaging element 16. Meanwhile, the number
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of ND filters 15 may be plural. When the number of ND filters
15 1s plural, the number of ND filters 15 which are inserted 1s
controlled.

In the case of 3D pickup, the diaphragm control unit 70
causes the diaphragm control unit 70 to be an open state (the
diaphragm value 1s the minimum value), and switches over
the 1insertion state, 1n which the ND filter 15 is inserted 1n the
light path 13, and the non-1nsertion state using the AE control
unit 64 based on the acquired subject brightness.

In addition, in the case o1 2D pickup, the diaphragm control
unit 70 according to the embodiment causes the diaphragm
value of the diaphragm 14 to be greater than the diaphragm
value 1n the case o1 3D pickup, and sets the ND filter 15 to the
non-insertion state.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart 1llustrating the flow of an example of
the 1imaging process according to the first embodiment. The
process 1s performed using the CPU 40 according to a pro-
gram.

In Step S2, the AE control unit 64 performs the AE process.
In the AE process, the subject brightness (the EV value) 1s
calculated.

In Step S4, the AF control unit 66 performs the AF (Auto
Focus) process. In the AF process, the subject distance of the
focused subject 1s acquired.

In Step S6, 1t 1s determined whether the pickup mode 1s the
3D pickup mode or the 2D pickup mode. In the case of 3D
pickup mode, the process proceeds to Step S8. In the case of
2D pickup mode, the process proceeds to Step S14.

In the case of 3D pickup mode, it 1s determined whether or
not the subject brightness which 1s acquired using the AE
control unit 64 1s greater than a threshold Tev 1n Step S8.

When the subject brightness 1s greater than the threshold
Tev (when 1t 1s bright), the diaphragm control unit 70 sets the
diaphragm 14 to the open state using the diaphragm drive unit
34, and sets the ND filter 15 to the insertion state using the
filter swapping drive unit 33 in Step S10.

When the subject brightness 1s equal to or less than the
threshold Tev (when it 1s dark), the diaphragm control unit 70
sets the open state, 1n which the diaphragm 14 1s open, using
the diaphragm drive unit 34, and sets the ND filter 15 to the
non-insertion state using the filter swapping drive unit 33 in
Step S12.

In the case of 2D pickup mode, the diaphragm control unit
70 sets the diaphragm value (the F value) of the diaphragm 14
to a value which 1s equal to or greater than a prescribed value
through the diaphragm drive unit 34, and sets the ND filter 15
to the non-insertion state using the filter swapping drive unit
33 1n Step S14.

Here, the prescribed value of the diaphragm value 1s a
diaphragm value which causes spurious resolution attribut-
able to parallax to be included 1n a permitted range by causing
the image formation positions of the same subject to be closer
compared to the 3D pickup 1n the left image and the right
image. Meanwhile, the prescribed value differs depending on
a subject distance, a focal distance, a stereoscopic visual
environment (the size of the display screen, the resolution of
the display screen, or an observation distance), or the stereo-
scopic fusion limit of a user. The prescribed value 1s a value
which causes the diaphragm value of the diaphragm 14 to be
greater compared to the case of the 3D pickup.

The diaphragm control unit 70 squeezes the opening of the
diaphragm 14, for example, by one or more stages. The dia-
phragm control unit 70 sets the diaphragm value which 1s
greater by one or more stages than during pickup in the SN
mode (opening) such that, for example, the diaphragm value
1s set to a value which 1s equal to or greater than F4 when the
opening 1s F2.8, and the diaphragm value 1s set to a value
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which 1s equal to or greater than F8 when the opeming 1s F5.6.
When the subject brightness 1s high (bright), 1t 1s preferable to

squeeze the diaphragm by two or more stages.

In Step S16, the pickup execution control unit 68 controls
the exposure of the imaging element 16 through the 1maging
clement control unit 32.

In Step S18, the pickup execution control unit 68 controls
the reading of the pixel signal (charge) from the main pixel
and the sub pixel of the imaging element 16 through the
imaging element control unit 32. The read signal 1s converted
from an analog signal into a digital signal using the A/D
converter 20.

In Step S20, the predetermined digital signal process 1s
performed on the left image and the right image using the
digital signal processing unit 24. In the 2D pickup mode, a
high-resolution 2D image 1s composed by synthesizing the
left image and the right 1image.

In Step S22, image compression 1s performed using the
compression/extension processing unit 26.

In Step S24, the stereoscopic image or the high-resolution
2D 1mmage 1s recorded in the recording media 54 using the
media I'F 52.

According to the first embodiment, 1n the case of 2D
pickup, squeezing 1s necessarily performed using the dia-
phragm 14 (diaphragm). That 1s, when the 3D pickup and the
2D pickup are performed on the same scene using the dia-
phragm control unit 70, the diaphragm state of the diaphragm
control unit 70 1s switched to a diaphragm state which 1s
approprate to each of the 3D pickup and the 2D pickup even
using the same subject brightness. In the related art, light
fluxes from the same subject pass through different pupil
positions of the pickup lens 12 and the images of the same
subject are formed on different positions of the imaging ele-
ment 16, thus spurious resolution occurs 1n a high-resolution
2D 1mage. However, 1n this embodiment, the light fluxes are
squeezed using the diaphragm 14 (diaphragm) 1n the case of
2D pickup, and image formation positions approach between
the left image and the right image, thus the spurious resolu-
tion 1s solved. In addition, i the case of 3D pickup, it 1s
controlled whether or not to set the ND filter 15 to the inser-
tion state based on the subject brightness while the diaphragm
14 1s open, thus brightness can be adjusted while maintaining
the parallax of the stereoscopic image.

Meanwhile, in the case of 3D pickup, whether to insert the
ND filter 15 or to squeeze the diaphragm 14 may be config-
ured to switched by performing setting input of the operation
unit 38.

Second Embodiment

Subsequently, an 1mage capturing device according to a
second embodiment will be described with reference to FIG.
5. Meanwhile, hereinafter, units which are different from
those 1n the first embodiment will be mainly described, and
the descriptions of the units which are previously described in
the first embodiment are omatted.

In the case of 2D pickup, the diaphragm control unit 70
according to the embodiment controls whether or not to set
the ND filter 15 to the msertion state based on the subject
distance of a main subject (focused subject) which 1s acquired
using the AF control unit 66. For example, 1n the case of 2D
pickup, when the subject distance of the focused main subject
1s greater than the threshold T's (when the main subject 1s far),
the diaphragm 14 1s set to the open state (the diaphragm value
1s the minimum value). When the subject distance of the
focused main subject 1s equal to or less than the threshold Ts
(the main subject 1s close), the diaphragm value of the dia-
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phragm 14 1s widened to the prescribed value and the ND
filter 15 1s set to the non-insertion state.

FIG. 7 1s a flowchart illustrating the flow of the imaging
process according to the second embodiment.

Steps S2 to S12 are the same as 1n the first embodiment.

In the case of 2D pickup mode, the diaphragm control unit
70 determines whether or not the subject distance of the main
subject (focused subject) which 1s acquired using the AF
processing unit 42 1s greater than the threshold Ts 1n Step
S13a.

When the subject distance i1s equal to or less than the
threshold Ts (when the main subject 1s close), the process
proceeds to Step S14. When the subject distance 1s greater
than the threshold Ts (when the main subject 1s far), the
process proceeds to Step S15.

Step S14 1s the same as 1n the first embodiment. That 1s, the
diaphragm control umt 70 sets the diaphragm value (the F
value) of the diaphragm 14 to a value which 1s equal to or
greater than the prescribed value using the diaphragm drive
unit 34, and sets the ND filter 15 to the non-insertion state
using the filter swapping drive unit 33.

In Step S15, the diaphragm control unit 70 sets the dia-
phragm 14 to the open state using the diaphragm drive unit 34,
and switches over whether or not to set the ND filter 135 to the
insertion state using the filter swapping drive unit 33 based on
the subject brightness.

Steps S16 to S24 are the same as 1n the first embodiment.

As described above, 1n this embodiment, when the subject
distance of the focused subject 1s large (the subject 1s far), a
shift 1n image formation between the left image and the night
image decreases, thus the diaphragm 14 1s set to the open state
(the diaphragm value 1s the minimum value) 1 the 2D pickup.
When the diaphragm 1s small, image quality 1s deteriorated
due to diffraction. However, the ND filter 15 1s inserted and
the ND filter 15 1s set to the open state (the diaphragm value
1s the minimum value), thus diffraction due to the machine
diaphragm 1s avoided, thereby preventing the image quality
from being deteriorated. In addition, pickup in which the
depth of field 1s uniformly maintained can be performed.
Meanwhile, when the subject distance 1s small, the influence
of the above-described spurious resolution increases, thus the
diaphragm 14 may be squeezed while diffraction 1s permitted.

Meanwhile, although the case 1n which the subject distance
1s acquired 1n association with the AF control using the AF
control unit 66 1s described as an example, the present mven-
tion 1s not particularly limited to the case. For example, the
subject distance may be directly detected using a distance
SEeNnsor.

Third Embodiment

Subsequently, an 1mage capturing device according to a
third embodiment will be described with reference to FI1G. 8.
Meanwhile, hereinafter, units which are shown in FIGS. 5 and
6 and are different from those in the first embodiment will be
mainly described, and the descriptions of the units which are
previously described 1n the first embodiment are omitted.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram 1llustrating the main section of
the image capturing device 10 according to the third embodi-
ment. Meanwhile, 1n FIG. 7, the same reference numerals are
used for the components which are shown in FIGS. 1 and 5.

The pickup lens 12 includes a zoom lens, and the focal
distance acquisition unit 72 acquires the focal distance of the
pickup lens 12.

In the case of 2D pickup, the diaphragm control unit 70
according to the embodiment controls whether or not to set
the ND filter 15 to the insertion state based on the focal
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distance of the pickup lens 12 which 1s acquired using the
tocal distance acquisition unit 72. For example, in the case of

2D pickup, when the focal distance 1s greater than the thresh-
old Tz (the focal distance 1s long), the diaphragm value of the
diaphragm 14 1s increased to the prescribed value and the ND
filter 15 1s set to the non-insertion state. When the focal
distance 1s equal to or less than the threshold Tz (the focal
distance 1s short), the diaphragm 14 1s set to the open state (the
diaphragm value 1s the mimimum value).

FIG. 9 1s a flowchart 1llustrating the tlow of the 1imaging
process according to the third embodiment.

Steps S2 to S12 are the same as 1n the first embodiment.

In the case of 2D pickup mode, it 1s determined whether or
not the focal distance of the pickup lens 12 acquired using the
focal distance acquisition unit 72 1s greater than the threshold
Tz 1n Step S135.

When the focal distance 1s greater than the threshold Tz
(when the focal distance 1s long), the process proceeds to Step
S14. When the focal distance i1s equal to or less than the
threshold Tz (when the focal distance 1s short), the process
proceeds to Step S15.

Steps S14 to S24 are the same as 1n the first embodiment.

In this embodiment, when the focal distance of the pickup
lens 12 1s short, a shift 1n 1mage formation between the left
image and the right image decreases, thus the diaphragm 14 1s
set to the open state (the diaphragm value 1s the minimum
value) even in the 2D pickup, thereby performing light extinc-
tion using the ND filter 15. Therefore, deterioration at image
quality due to diffraction can be prevented.

Meanwhile, a focal distance acquisition aspect 1s not par-
ticularly limited. The movement of the zoom lens of the
pickup lens 12 may be used to directly detect the focal dis-
tance, the focal distance may be obtained by observing the
drive signal of the lens drive unmit 36 used to drive the zoom
lens, and the focal distance may be obtained using the image
pProcess.

Fourth Embodiment

Subsequently, an 1mage capturing device according to a
fourth embodiment will be described with reference to FIG.
10. Meanwhile, hereinafter, only units which are different
from those in the second embodiment will be mainly
described, and the descriptions of the umits which are previ-
ously described are omitted.

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram 1llustrating the main section of
the 1mage capturing device 10 according to the fourth
embodiment. Meanwhile, 1n FIG. 10, the same reference
numerals are used for the components which are shown in
FIGS. 1 and 5.

The parallax information acquisition unit 74 acquires par-
allax information which 1s related to the parallax between the
planar 1images (viewpoint images) of multiple viewpoints
included 1 a 3D image based on the 3D image which 1s
acquired by imaging using the imaging element 16. The par-
allax information includes information such as a parallax map
(parallax distribution information) and a parallax range
which 1s acquired from the parallax map. The parallax range
indicates the difference between the amount of maximum
parallax of the near side and the amount of maximum parallax
of the far side of the 3D 1mage obtained using the imaging
clement 16.

The parallax information acquisition unit 74 1in this
example detects a corresponding point at which the feature of
the left image (a first 2D 1mage) of the acquired 3D 1mage
coincides with the feature the right image (a second planar
image), calculates the amount of parallax between the left
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image and the right image at each detected corresponding
point, and creates a parallax map which 1s indicative of the
distribution of the amount of parallax. In addition, the paral-
lax information acquisition umt 74 in this example calculates
the difference (the parallax range) between the amount of
maximum parallax of the near side and the mount of maxi-
mum parallax of the far side from the created parallax map.

In the case of 2D pickup, the diaphragm control unit 70 in
this example controls whether or not to open the diaphragm
14 based on the subject distance of the main subject (focused
subject) which 1s acquired using the AF control unit 66 and
the parallax range which 1s acquired using the parallax infor-
mation acquisition unit 74. Meanwhile, the present invention
1s not limited to the case 1n which the opening/non-opening of
the diaphragm 14 1s switched over based on both the subject
distance and the parallax range, and there 1s a case 1n which
the opening/non-opening of the diaphragm 14 1s switched
over based on only the parallax range.

For example, 1n the case of 2D pickup, when the parallax
range 1s smaller than a threshold T, (when 1t 1s determined
that the parallax range 1s small), the diaphragm 14 is set to the
open state (the diaphragm value 1s the minimum value). When
the parallax range 1s equal to or greater than the threshold T,
(when 1t 1s determined that the parallax range 1s large), the
diaphragm value of the diaphragm 14 1s increased to the
prescribed value.

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart illustrating the tflow of an 1maging,
process according to the fourth embodiment.

In Step S32, the parallax information acquisition unit 74
creates the parallax information including the parallax map
and the parallax range from the 2D images of multiple view-
points included 1n the 3D 1mage which 1s obtained by imaging
using the imaging element 16. In this example, the parallax
range 1s calculated from a through 1mage (a live view 1mage)
which 1s 1maged as a stereoscopic 1image which 1s obtained
betore the pickup 1nstruction 1s input using the operation unit
38 (for example, using the shutter button). Meanwhile, when
the through 1mage 1s imaged, the diaphragm control unit 70
sets the diaphragm 14 to the open state. Therefore, the paral-
lax information can be securely acquired. In addition, the
resolution of the through image may be lower than the ste-
reoscopic 1mage (recording 1mage) which 1s recorded 1n the
recording media 54. Therelfore, the processing load of the
image capturing device 10 can be reduced.

Steps S2 to S12 and S13a are the same as 1n the second
embodiment.

In Step S13a, when the subject distance 1s equal to or less
than the threshold T's (when the main subject 1s close) 1n the
2D pickup mode, the process proceeds to Step S34. When the
subject distance 1s greater than the threshold Ts (when the
main subject 1s far), the process proceeds to Step S15.

In Step S34, when the parallax range 1s compared with the
threshold T, and the parallax range 1s smaller than the thresh-
old T, (when 1t1s determined that the parallax range 1s small),
the diaphragm 14 1s set to the open state (the diaphragm value
1s the minimum value) 1n Step S15. When the parallax range
1s equal to or greater than the threshold T, (when it 1s deter-
mined that the parallax range 1s large), the diaphragm control
unit 70 sets the diaphragm value (the F value) of the dia-
phragm 14 to a value which 1s equal to or greater than the
prescribed value using the diaphragm drive unit 34 in Step
S14. That1s, the diaphragm 14 1s squeezed using 3D pickup of
the same subject brightness.

Meanwhile, steps S135 to S24 are the same as in the second

embodiment.

Fitth Embodiment

Subsequently, an 1mage capturing device according to a
fifth embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

12 to 18B. Meanwhile, hereinatfter, the descriptions of the
units which are previously described are omatted.

FIG. 12 15 a block diagram illustrating an 1mage capturing
device 10 according to the fifth embodiment. Meanwhile, the
same reference numerals are used for the same components
which are shown 1n FIG. 1.

In this embodiment, as show 1n FIG. 13, a liquid crystal
shutter 115 which will be described later 1s arranged at the
rear portion of the diaphragm 14. Therefore, the imaged
image signal corresponding to a subject light image, which 1s
incident to the light reception plane of the imaging element 16
through the pickup lens 12, the diaphragm 14, and the liquid
crystal shutter 115 1n this order, 1s converted into digital data
using the A/D converter 20 shown 1n FIG. 12.

The liquid crystal shutter 115 performs light transmission
and interception 1n such a way as to cause the array of liquid
crystal molecules to be changed by applying or removing a
voltage to the liquid crystal molecules. When viewed from the
optical axis direction K (13 1 FIG. 12), the size of the liquid
crystal layer of the liquid crystal shutter 115 may be enough
to cover the opening 14a when the diaphragm 14 1s maxi-
mally open.

The liquid crystal shutter 115 can form a transmission
region, through which light passing through the diaphragm 14
transmits, and an impermeable region, which does not trans-
mit light passing through the diaphragm 14, at arbitrary posi-
tions of the liquid crystal layer.

Since the liquid crystal shutter 115 and the diaphragm 14
are arranged to be adjacent to each other (1deally, come nto
contact), a part of the opening 14a (a region which has almost
the same area as the impermeable region 1154a) 1s 1n a state of
being completely shielded due to an impermeable region
115a which 1s formed in the liquid crystal shutter 1135 as
shown 1n FIG. 13.

A liquid crystal shutter drive unit 131 1s connected to the
CPU 40. The liquid crystal shutter drive unit 131 controls the
drive of the liquid crystal shutter 1135 according to the mstruc-
tion from the CPU 40.

During the 3D pickup mode, 1n the 1image capturing device
10 according to the embodiment, the impermeable region
115a, which 1s used to shield a part of the opening 14a, 1s
formed 1n the liquid crystal shutter 115 1n order for the liquid
crystal shutter drive unit 131 to equally divide the opening
14a, which 1s viewed 1n the optical axis direction, 1n the
horizontal direction X under the control of the CPU 40.

Here, the sensitivity properties of the incidence angles (the
sensitivity properties of incident angles of light which 1s
incident to the pixels) of one side pixel and the other side pixel
which are included 1n the pair pixels will be described in
detail.

FIG. 14 1s a view 1illustrating the sensitivity properties of
the incidence angles of two pixels included in the pair pixels
of the imaging element 16. In FIG. 14, reference symbol TL
indicates the sensitivity property of the incidence angle of a
main pixel PDa group (hereinafter, referred to as an “A
group’’), and reference symbol TR indicates the sensitivity
property of the incidence angle of a sub pixel PDb group
(hereinafter, referred to as a “B group™). Reference symbol T1
indicates the sensitivity property of the incident angle of a
virtual pixel 1n which the center of the micro lens L coincides
with the center of the light blocking member opening 16B, for
example, 1 the phase difference pixel shown 1in FIG. 4B.

In FIG. 14, a horizontal axis indicates an incident angle and
a vertical axis indicates sensitivity. It 1s assumed that the
incident angle 1s 0 degrees when light 1s perpendicularly
incident to the center of the micro lens L. on the upper side of
the pixel and the incident angle increases as the ray which 1s
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incident to the corresponding center inclines toward the hori-
zontal direction (the pupil division direction of the pair pix-
¢ls). In detail, 11 the ray, which 1s incident to the center of the
micro lens L, inclines toward the right side in the horizontal
direction, a right-side numerical value 1n the horizontal axis 5
in FIG. 14 increases. I the corresponding ray inclines toward
the lett side 1n the horizontal direction, a left-side numerical
value 1n the horizontal axis in FIG. 14 increases.

As shown 1n FIG. 14, the shapes of the sensitivity proper-
ties of the incidence angles of the two pixels included 1n the 10
pair pixels of the imaging element 16 are approximately the
same, and the peak positions of the respective sensitivities are
separated by an equivalent distance from the vertical axis.
That 1s, the relationship of the sensitivity properties of the
incidence angles of the two pixels included in the pair pixels 15
1s an axial symmetry with respect to the vertical axis (the axis
of sensitivity when the incident angle 1s 0 degrees). In addi-
tion, the sensitivity properties of the incidence angles of the
two pixels included 1n the pair pixels are that an incident angle
range which has the sensitivity of one side pixel and an 20
incident angle range which has the sensitivity of the other side
pixel are overlapped (a range shown using the reference sym-
bol T2 1n FIG. 14).

A range, which 1s surrounded by the wavetorm TR shown
in FIG. 14 and the horizontal axis, corresponds to the amount 25
of light which passes through the first pupil region of the
optical pickup system, a range, which 1s surrounded by the
wavelorm TL and the horizontal axis, corresponds to the
amount of light which passes through the second pupil region
of the optical pickup system, and arange, which 1s surrounded 30
by the waveform 11 and the horizontal axis, corresponds to
the amount of light which passes through the third pupil
region which includes the first pupil region and the second
pupil region of the optical pickup system. That 1s, pupil divi-
s10on 1s performed on the two pixels included 1n the pair pixels 35
in order to receive light which passes through each of the
different pupil regions of the optical pickup system. Thereat-
ter, pupil division 1s performed on the pupil regions through
which light received using the respective two pixels included
in the pair pixels passes i order to have the overlap of each 40
other 1n the vicinity of the optical axis.

In order to obtain excellent parallax using the i1maged
image signal of the A group and the 1imaged image signal of
the B group, 1t preferable to set the overlap range T2 shown in
FIG. 14 to 0 and to completely separate the sensitivity prop- 45
erties of the imncidence angles 1n the one side pixel and the
other side pixel of the pair pixels. However, 1in order to set the
overlap range 12 to 0, 1t 1s necessary to increase the distance
of the interval of the light blocking member openings (an
interval between 133aq and 13356 1 FIG. 26 which will be 50
described later) between the two pixels included 1n the pair
pixels 1 the horizontal direction X. In order to implement
this, 1t 1s necessary to narrow the light blocking member
opening 16B (light blocking member openings 133a and
133510 FI1G. 26). As aresult, the sensitivity properties TR and 55
TL of the incident angles of the pair pixels, which are
obtained when the overlap range 12 1s set to 0, are as shown
in FI1G. 15, and the sensitivities of the pair pixels are deterio-
rated compared to the case shown in FIG. 14.

That 1s, there are problems in that it 1s difficult to obtain 60
excellent parallax 1f sensitivity 1s increased in the imaging
clement 16 according to this embodiment, and 1n that sensi-
tivity 1s deteriorated 1f excellent parallax 1s obtained.

Here, the 1mage capturing device 10 according to this
embodiment restricts light which 1s incident to the imaging 65
clement 16 in order to obtain excellent parallax even when the
imaging element 16 has the sensitivity properties of the inci-

20

dence angles shown 1n FIG. 14 1n which sensitivity 1s prior to
parallax and even when the liquid crystal shutter 115 which 1s
provided between the imaging element 16 and the diaphragm

14 has the sensitivity properties of the incidence angles
shown 1n FIG. 14.

When the impermeable region 115a (the light blocking
region) 1s formed, the sensitivity properties TR and TL of the
incident angles of the pair pixels are as shown 1n FIG. 16.

In FIG. 16, a region which 1s indicated using a reference
symbol T3 1s an incident angle range 1n which 1t 1s difficult to
obtain sensitivity due to the impermeable region 115a4. If the
width of the incident angle range 1n the horizontal axis 1s the
same as the width of the overlap range T2 1n the horizontal
axis direction shown in FI1G. 14, the sensitivity properties of
the incidence angles of the pair pixels can be completely
separated by removing the overlap range T2. Therelfore, 1n
order to obtain the range T3, the width of the impermeable
region 115a 1n the horizontal direction X 1s set.

As described above, the sensitivity of each pixel can be
higher compared to the example shown 1n FIG. 15 and the
sensitivity properties of the incident angles of the A group and
the B group can be completely separated by forming the
impermeable region 115a. However, the degree of the sepa-
ration 1s higher than that of the case shown in FIG. 15. There-
fore, stereoscopic imaging in which excellent parallax 1s
compatible with high sensitivity can be implement.

Description will be made by returning to FIG. 12. In the
case of 3D pickup, the diaphragm control unit 70 according to
this embodiment controls the liquid crystal shutter 1135
through the liquid crystal shutter drive umit 131, and sets a part
(a central portion) of the opening 14a of the dlaphragm 14 to
a light blockmg state (non-transmission state) which 1s
shielded using the liquid crystal shutter 115. In addition, 1n
the case of 3D pickup, the diaphragm control unit 70 controls
the liquid crystal shutter 115 through the liquid crystal shutter
drive unit 131, and controls the size (width) of the light
blocking region (the impermeable region) of the opening 14a
of the diaphragm 14 based on the subject brightness which 1s
acquired using the AE control unit 64. In addition, 1n the case
of 3D pickup, the diaphragm control unit 70 1n this example
controls the diaphragm 14 through the diaphragm drive unit
34, and sets the diaphragm 14 to the open state (the diaphragm
value 1s the minimum value).

In addition, 1n the case of 2D pickup, the diaphragm control
umt 70 according to this embodiment controls the liquid
crystal shutter 115 through the liquid crystal shutter drive unit
131, and sets the opening 14a of the diaphragm 14 to a
non-light blocking state (transmission state), which 1s not
shielded, using the liquid crystal shutter 115. In addition, the
diaphragm control unit 70 controls the diaphragm 14 through
the diaphragm drive unit 34 in the case of 2D pickup, and
causes the diaphragm value of the diaphragm 14 to be greater
than a diaphragm value obtained in the case of 3D pickup.

FIG. 17 1s a flowchart illustrating the flow of an 1maging,
process example performed using the image capturing device
10 shown 1n FIG. 12. This process 1s performed according to
a program using the CPU 40. Meanwhile, description will be
made while 1t 1s assumed that the whole plane of the liquad

crystal shutter 115 1s 1n the transmission state before an opera-
tion starts.

Steps S2 to S6 and S14 are the same as 1n the first embodi-
ment.

In the case of 3D pickup mode, after Step S6 1s performed,
the CPU 40 forms the impermeable region 115a 1n the liquad
crystal shutter 115 through the liquid crystal shutter drive unit
131 1n Step S42. The width of the impermeable region 115a 1n
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the horizontal direction X 1s set to a width based on the subject
brightness acquired 1n Step S2.

Steps S16 to S24 are the same as 1n the first embodiment.

In the case of 2D pickup mode, the CPU 40 performs the
imaging based on the determined F value, the shutter speed,
and the focal position using the imaging element 16 while the
whole plane of the liquid crystal shutter 115 is set to the
non-light blocking state (transmission state) in steps S16 to
S24. That 1s, 1n the case of 2D mode (plane pickup) in which
a 2D 1mmage 1s recorded by imaging once, the liquid crystal
shutter drive unit 131 performs imaging without forming the
impermeable region 1154 1n the liquid crystal shutter 115.

Meanwhile, the overlap range T2 shown in FIG. 14 1s
obtained when the subject brightness has an arbitrary value. If
the subject brightness varies, the optimal value of the amount
of light which 1s 1ncident to the imaging element 16 varies.
Here, 1t 1s preferable that the liquid crystal shutter drive unit
131 change the width of the impermeable region 115¢q 1n the
horizontal direction X which 1s formed 1n the liquid crystal
shutter 115 based on the subject brightness.

For example, when the subject brightness 1s low, the width
of the impermeable region 1135a 1n the horizontal direction X
1s small as shown 1n FIG. 18 A. When the subject brightness 1s
high, the width L of the impermeable region 1135a 1n the
horizontal direction X 1s large as shown 1n FIG. 18B. That 1s,
the liquid crystal shutter drive unit 131 widens the width L of
the impermeable region 1154 1n the horizontal direction X as
the subject brightness higher.

An 1mage which normally has excellent brightness can be
obtained regardless of the subject brightness by performing
operation as described above.

Meanwhile, the width L of the impermeable region 1154 in
the horizontal direction X which 1s formed in the liquid crys-
tal shutter 115 in the case o1 3D pickup mode may be changed
based on information other than the subject brightness. For
example, the width of the impermeable region 115a may be
determined based on the pickup distance (subject distance).
In addition, when the pickup lens 12 1s capable of varying the
tocal distance, the width of the impermeable region 115a may
be determined based on the focal distance.

When an infinite distant view of a landscape image 1s
picked up, 1t 1s difficult to separate a sensitivity property from
the pair pixels. When a near view 1mage 1s picked up, it is easy
to separate a sensitivity property from the pair pixels. There-
fore, when a pickup distance 1s close, it 1s eflective that the
width of the impermeable region 115a 1s narrowed prior to
sensitivity. Meanwhile, when the pickup distance far, it 1s
cifective that the width of the impermeable region 11354 1s
widened prior to parallax. From the above, it 1s preferable that
the liquid crystal shutter drive unit 131 increase the width of
the impermeable region 1135a as the pickup distance 1s far.

In addition, when the focal distance 1s short, 1t 1s difficult to
separate a sensitivity property from the pair pixels. When the
focal distance 1s long, 1t 1s easy to separate a sensitivity
property from the pair pixels. Therefore, when the focal dis-
tance 1s long, 1t 1s effective that the width of the impermeable
region 115aq 1s narrowed prior to sensitivity. Meanwhile,
when the focal distance 1s short, 1t 1s effective that the width of
the impermeable region 115a 1s widened prior to parallax.
From the above, 1t 1s preferable that the liquid crystal shutter
drive unit 131 increase the width of the impermeable region
115a as the focal distance 1s short.

In addition, the width of the impermeable region 115a in
the horizontal direction X may be determined based on a
pickup scene.

Since high sensitivity 1s required in a dark scene (a scene 1n
which the brightness of a subject 1s equal to or less than a

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

22

threshold value) such as a night view, priority 1s given to
sensitivity (the width of the impermeable region 1154 1s nar-
rowed), and priority 1s given to parallax (the width of the
impermeable region 115a 1s widened) 1n other scenes, thus
optimal 1mage quality can be obtained according to a picked
up scene.

In addition, 1n this embodiment, 1t 1s preferable that the
diaphragm 14 be set to the open state in the case o1 3D pickup.
When the diaphragm 14 1s squeezed and the diaphragm value
1s large 1n the case of 3D pickup, the width L of the imper-
meable region 1154 in the horizontal direction X may be
reduced. That 1s, the liquid crystal shutter drive umt 131
narrows the width L of the impermeable region 115a in the
horizontal direction X as the diaphragm value 1s large. Even
in this case, the width L of the impermeable region 115a inthe
horizontal direction X 1s increased as the subject brightness 1s
high.

Meanwhile, 1n the case of the dark scene, it 1s preferable to
aim at sensitivity improvement by setting the width of the
impermeable region 1154 to 0.

The width of the impermeable region 1135a 1n the horizon-
tal direction X may be determined based on an individual
subject distance, and may be determined by taking into con-
sideration any one of the pickup distance, the focal distance,
and the picked up scene or the combination thereof. The
subject brightness may be determined based on the pickup
scene.

For example, after the width of the impermeable region
115a 1s set i order for the overlap range T3 to disappear
based on the pickup distance or the focal distance, the width
of the impermeable region 1154 may be adjusted based on the
subject brightness. In addition, the width of the impermeable
region 115a may be stored for each combination of the sub-
ject brightness and the pickup distance or the focal distance,
and the width may be set based on the combination when the
combination 1s determined.

Meanwhile, a process in the case of 2D pickup may be
performed as described 1n the second embodiment to fourth
embodiment. FIG. 19 illustrates the flow of an example of a
pickup process according to a sixth embodiment in which the
same process as that of the second embodiment 1s performed
in the case of 2D pickup (in particular, steps S13a to S15).
FIG. 20 1llustrates the flow of an example of a pickup process
according to a seventh embodiment in which the same pro-
cess as that of the third embodiment 1s performed 1n the case
of 2D pickup (1n particular, steps S135 to S15). FIG. 21
illustrates the flow of an example of a pickup process accord-
ing to an eight embodiment in which the same process as that
of the fourth embodiment i1s performed in the case of 2D
pickup (1n particular, steps S13a, S34, S14, and S15). In the
s1xth to eight embodiments, the same process 1s performed 1n
Step S42 as that of the fifth embodiment.

Pickup Mode Setting Process

FIG. 22 1s a flowchart illustrating the flow of a common
pickup mode setting process 1n the first to eighth embodi-
ments. This process 1s performed using the pickup mode
setting control unit 62.

If power 1s turned on, the 1image capturing device 10 1s at a
standby state 1n Step S51. At the standby state, a selection
instruction operation 1s received using the operation unit 38.

I1 the selection instruction operation 1s recerved, 1t 1s deter-
mined whether the selected pickup mode 1s the 2D pickup
mode or the 3D pickup mode 1n Step S352.

When the pickup mode which 1s indicated to be selected 1s
the 3D pickup mode, the 3D pickup mode 1s set 1n Step S53.

When the selected pickup mode 1s the 2D pickup mode, it
1s determined whether or not the number of record pixels 1s
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greater than (the number of available pixels of the imaging
clement 16/2) in Step S54. When the number of record pixels
1s greater, the high-resolution 2D pickup mode is set 1n Step
S56. Otherwise, the low-resolution (pixel addition) 2D
pickup mode 1s set in Step S55. In the pixel addition 2D
pickup mode, the resolution of a 2D 1mage to be recorded 1s
set to, for example, a half of high-resolution 2D pickup mode.

In the 3D pickup mode, a normal Bayer process 1s per-
tormed on each of the left image and the right image.

In the pixel addition 2D pickup mode process, the occur-
rence of pattern noise attributable to parallax is suppressed by
performing an averaging process on all the pixels.

This example includes the high-resolution 2D pickup
mode 1n which a high-resolution plane (2D) image 1s gener-
ated, the low-resolution (pixel addition) 2D pickup mode 1n
which a pixel addition plane (2D) image having lower reso-
lution than the high-resolution planar 1image 1s generated, and
3D pickup mode 1n which a 3D image (stereoscopic image) 1s
generated. When the high-resolution 2D pickup mode 1s set,
the high-resolution planar 1image 1s generated.

The present invention is not particularly limited to the case
shown 1n FIG. 22. The present invention includes 2D image
pickup mode 1n which a high-resolution planar 1mage 1s gen-
erated and 3D pickup mode 1n which a 3D image 1s generated.
When the 2D pickup mode 1s set, a high-resolution planar
image may be generated.

FIG. 23 1s an explanatory view 1llustrating a case 1n which
a low-resolution (pixel addition) 2D 1mage 1s 1maged using
the 1maging element 16. In the case of pixel addition 2D
pickup mode, the pixel addition 1s performed on the imaging
signals of two pixels which have the same color and are
included 1n a pair of the A group and the B group, and the
resulting signals are output from the imaging element 16.

The pixel addition 1s performed on the signal charges of the
pair pixels (signal charges are added), shown using an ellipse
in FI1G. 23, using the imaging element 16, the signal charges
are converted mto 1maging signals, and the resulting signals
are output, thus the imaging signals corresponding to the
added imaging singles of the pair pixels can be obtained as
many as the total number of the pair, and 2D 1maged image
data can be obtained by processing the imaged image signal
which i1s a set of the 1maging signals.

Otherwise, 2D 1maged image data can be obtained by
reading the 1maged 1mage signals of all the pixels of the A
group, reading the imaged 1mage signals of all the pixels of
the B group, performing pixel addition (addition of the imag-
ing signals) on the 1maging signals obtained from the pair
pixels using the digital signal processing unit 24 (1mage pro-
cessing unit), and processing the imaged image signals
obtained aifter performing the pixel addition.

With respect to the imaged 1image signal of the A group and
the 1maged 1mage signal of the B group, the positions of the
left and right blurred images are shifted inthe A group and the
B group. Therelore, 11 these are displayed as a 2D 1image as 1t
1s, spurious resolution (a double 1mage) 1s generated. How-
ever, 1 the pixel addition (which includes a case 1n which
addition 1s performed in the state of the signal charge 1n the
imaging element 16 and a case in which addition 1s performed
in the state of the imaging single 1n the digital signal process-
ing unit 24 (image processing unit)) 1s performed as 1n the
embodiment, the blurred portions are synthesized by per-
forming addition, and an 1image in which the pixels are not
distinguished between the A group and the B group 1s gener-
ated, thus a high-quality 2D image can be acquired.

In addition, 1n the case of low-resolution 2D pickup mode,
since the whole plane of the liquid crystal shutter 115 1s the
transmission region, the sensitivity properties of the incident
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angles, which are obtained aiter the pixel addition 1s per-
formed on the pair pixels, become as shown using reference
symbol T4 in FIG. 13, thus a high-quality 2D 1mage can be
acquired while defocusing 1images are not separated.

Variation 1n Imaging Flement

Subsequently, the various types of variation in the imaging
clement 16 will be described.

First, the imaging element 16 shown in FIGS. 2A to 2C will
be additionally described.

FIG. 25 15 a view 1llustrating only a color filter array over-
lapped with each of the pixels PDa and PDb shown in FIG.
2A. Reference symbols “R”, “r”, “G”, “g”, “B”, and “b”
shown 1 FIG. 25 indicate the colors of color filters (R and
r=red, G and g=green, and B and b=blue). There is not the
distinction between the colors of R and r, and 1t 1s the same as
between G and g and between B and b. In the imaging element
16, Bayer RGB color filter array 1s placed on the upper sides
of all the main pixels PDa (hereinalfter, referred to as “A
group’’) in the odd-numbered pixel rows, and Bayer rgb color
filter array 1s placed on the upper sides of all the sub pixels
PDb (hereinaftter, referred to as “B group”) in the even-num-
bered pixel rows. In the imaging element 16 shown 1n FIG. 25,
cach of the pixels of the A group and each of the pixels of the
B group, which are mixed and provided on the average on the
same plane, are provided to be one-to-one correspondence.
Therefore, the number of pixels of the A group 1s the same as
the number of pixels of the B group. The micro lens 1s lami-
nated on each of the color filters (on the upper side of each
pixel 133), and the light blocking member opening (16B 1n
FIG. 4B) 1s provided on the upper portion of the light recep-
tion plane (the bottom of the color filter) of each pixel 133.
However, the micro lens and the light blocking member open-
ing are not shown 1n FIG. 235.

FIG. 26 1s a view 1illustrating the positional relationship
between the micro lens (circle) 138 and the light blocking
member opening which are placed on the upper side of each

pixel. In each pixel of the A group, with respect to the micro
lens 138 (L in FIG. 4B), the light blocking member opening

133a (168 1n FIG. 4B) 1s provided to be deviated on the left
side of the center of the micro lens (when the imaging element
16 1s viewed from the subject side). In addition, 1n each pixel
of the B group, with respect to the micro lens 138, the light
blocking member opening 1335 1s provided to be deviated on
the rnght side of the center of the micro lens.

Since the A group and the B group are shifted from each
other 1n the vertical direction’Y and the horizontal direction X
by half of pixel pitch, the pixels of the same color (R andr, G
and g, and B and b) are arranged to be obliquely adjacent.
When two pixels of the same color which are obliquely near-
est-adjacent are included in pair pixels, the light blocking
member opening 133a of one side of the pair pixels 1s devi-
ated on the left side, and the light blocking member opening
1336 of the other side 1s deviated on the right side. As
described above, 1n the pixel of one side and the pixel of the
other side which are included 1n the pair pixels, the light
blocking member openings are shifted to the opposite direc-
tions from each other with respect to the center of the micro
lens 138, thus the incident angles of light, which 1s incident
through the optical pickup system from the same subject, 1s
restricted to be opposite directions from each other. As a
result, when a subject 1s picked up using the imaging element
16, the imaged 1mage signal of the A group which 1s received
through the light blocking member opeming 133a corre-
sponds to the subject viewed using a right eye and the imaged
image signal of the B group which 1s received through the
light blocking member opening 1335 corresponds to the sub-
ject viewed using a left eye, thus parallax 1s generated
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between the imaged image signal of the A group and the
imaged 1image signal of the B group.

The portions of the subject which are focused using the
pixel of the A group and the pixel of the B group are set to a
focusing state at the same position, and 1images are formed on
the pixel of the A group and the pixel of the B group, respec-
tively. With respect to the portion of the subject which 1s not
set to the focusing state, the blurred 1images are created at
positions which are shifted to the left and the right 1n the pixel
of the A group (right eye image) and the pixel of the B group
(left eye 1image). The blurred 1mages are changed into the
amount of shift (parallax) of the left and the right based on the
difference in subject distances with respect to a focusing
distance. Therefore, if the imaged image signal of the A group
and the 1maged 1mage signal of the B group are set to left and
right 1maged image signals, respectively, a stereoscopic
image can be imaged using a single optical pickup system and
a single 1maging element.

When a stereoscopic image 1s regenerated, the digital sig-
nal processing unit 24 (the image processing unit) in FIG. 12
generates a right eye-imaged image data from the imaged
image signal ol the A group and displays the right eye-imaged
image data on the LCD 30 (display unit) while storing the
right eye-imaged image data in the recording media 54 (the
memory card). In addition, the digital signal processing unit
24 generates a left eye-imaged image data from the imaged
image signal of the B group and displays the left eye-imaged
image data on the LCD 30 (display unit) while storing the left
eye-imaged 1mage data in the recording media 54 (the
memory card).

In addition, 1n the imaging element 16 according to the
embodiment, the color filter array shown 1n FIG. 25 1s used.
Theretfore, the color array of a 2D mmaged image signal,
obtained after pixel addition 1s performed on the imaged
image signal of the A group and the imaged image signal of
the B group, becomes Bayer array, thus an image processing,
technology for existing Bayer array can be used, and the
image processing becomes easy.

In the embodiment described with reference to FIG. 25, the
pixel array (so called a honeycomb pixel array) 1s configured
in such a way that the pixels in the odd-numbered rows are
shifted from the pixels 1n the even-numbered rows by half of
pixel pitch. However, the pixel array may be a square array.

FI1G. 27 1llustrates the imaging element 16 having a pixel
array 1n which the light reception regions of the pixels of the
A group and the B group are overlapped in order to further
decrease double 1mage generation (spurious resolution gen-
eration) 1n the planar image on which pixel addition 1s per-
formed. In the imaging element 16, the A group (the first pixel
group) and the B group (the second pixel group) are arranged
in 2-dimensional form in a planar view in the X direction and
the Y direction which 1s perpendicular to the X direction, and
the pixels of the A group and the pixels of the B group are
arranged 1n order to form the light reception regions 133a and
1336 mn zigzags and to overlap with each other in the Y
direction.

A square array in which a part of the array 1s schematically
shown 1n FIG. 28A or 28B may be used. In detail, a double
square array, in which both the pixel array (the main pixel
array) as the whole even-numbered columns and the pixel
array (the sub pixel array) as the whole odd-numbered col-
umns are the square arrays, 1s used. In FIGS. 28A and 28B, R,
(G, and B are imaging pixels which have red, green, and blue
filters, respectively. The pixel pair 1s configured with two
pixels (that 1s, adjacent same color pixels) R-R, G-G, and B-B
which be adjacent to each other. The pixel of the left image 1s
configured using the pixel signal of the one side of the pixel
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pair, and the pixel of the right image 1s configured using the
pixel signal of the other side of the pixel pair.

FIG. 29 illustrates a case i which the light reception
regions of the pixels of the A group and the B group are
overlapped 1in the imaging element 16 having the square array.
[ike the case shown 1n FIG. 27, 1n the case shown 1in FIG. 29,

the A group and the B group are arranged in 2-dimensional
form 1n a planar view 1n the X direction and the Y direction
which 1s perpendicular to the X direction, and the pixels of the
A group and the pixels of the B group are arranged 1n order to
form the light reception regions 133a and 1335 in z1gzags and
to overlap with each other in the Y direction.

In addition, 1n the above-described embodiment, the two
imaged 1image signals 1n which parallax exists can be obtained
by performing pupil division on the pair pixels in such a way
as to mutually deviate the light blocking member openings of
the pair pixels in the opposite directions, that 1s, 1n the left and
right directions as shown 1n FIG. 26. However, pupil division
can be implemented while the light blocking member open-
ings are not deviated. For example, the light blocking member
openings of the pair pixels are open in the whole planes of the
light reception planes of the respective pixels. Further, a
single elliptical micro lens may be mounted on the pair pixels,
and 1ncident light having different incident angles from the
same subject (light which passes through different pupil
regions of the optical pickup system) may be incident to the
respective pair pixels.

In addition, the direction 1n which the light blocking region
(the impermeable region) which is formed in the liquid crystal
shutter 115 1s formed may be differentiated based on the
lateral pickup and the longitudinal pickup.

For example, the impermeable region 1154 may be formed
in the liquid crystal shutter 1135 as shown 1n FIG. 31A 1n the
case of the lateral pickup and the impermeable region 115a
may be formed in the liquid crystal shutter 115 as shown in
FIG. 31B 1n the case of the longitudinal pickup using the
imaging element 16 in which a part of the pixel array 1s shown
in FI1G. 30. In addition, the impermeable region 1154 may be
formed 1n the liqud crystal shutter 115 as shown 1n FIG. 32.

Meanwhile, in the present invention, the pupil division
method 1s not particularly limited to the aspect in which the
light blocking member 16 A for pupil division shown in FIGS.
3 to 4B 1s used. For example, an aspect in which pupil division
1s performed based on the arrangement or shape of at least one
of the micro lens L and the photodiode PD may be used, and
an aspect 1 which pupil division 1s performed using the
mechanical diaphragm 14 may be used. The other aspects
may be used.

In addition, the imaging element 16 1s not particularly
limited to a CCD imaging element. For example, the imaging
clement 16 may be a CMOS 1maging element.

In addition, 1n the above-described embodiments, the pre-
scribed value which 1s used for determination 1s calculated
using the CPU 40 based on calculation conditions, for
example, amonitor size (the size of a display screen), monitor
resolution (the resolution of the display screen), an observa-
tion distance (a distance to view the display screen), and the
stereoscopic fusion limit of a user (there are individual dif-
ferences). The setting of these calculation conditions may
include both user setting and automatic setting. In the case of
the user setting, a setting operation 1s performed using the
operation unit 38, and the content of the setting 1s stored 1n the
EEPROM 56. Information about the momitor size and the
monitor resolution (the resolution of the display screen) may
be automatically acquired from a monitor (the LCD 30 in
FIG. 1) or the like. In addition, a standard condition may be
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applied to a calculation condition on which the user setting 1s
not performed (or a calculation condition which cannot be
automatically acquired).

In addition, pupil division 1s not particularly limited to the
case in which the imaging element 16 (the structure 1n which
main pixels and sub pixels are arranged to approach each
other) 1s used as shown 1n FIGS. 2A to 4B. For example, as
shown 1n FIG. 35, pupil division may be performed on light
flux, which passes through different regions, that 1s, the lett
and right regions of a main lens 1 and a relay lens 2, using a
mirror 4, and images may be formed on imaging elements 7
and 8 through respective image formation lenses S and 6. That
1s, an 1mage capturing device, which includes the first imag-
ing element 7 having a first pixel group and the second 1imag-
ing element 8 having a second pixel group, which respec-
tively receive light fluxes on which pupil division 1s
performed using an optical member (mirror 4), may be used.
The present mvention can be applied to the configuration
shown 1n FIG. 35.

In addition, although the 1imaging element 16 which uses a
charge coupled element (CCD) as a signal read circuit has
been described, the present invention can be applied to an
imaging element which uses a CMOS-type transistor circuit
as the signal read circuit.

The present mmvention 1s not limited to the examples
described in the present specification or the examples shown
in the drawings, and various types of changes or improve-
ments may be performed on designs 1n the range without
departing from the gist of the present invention.

In the present specification, the present invention has been
described through division into various types of embodiments
in order to facilitate understanding of the invention. However,
the present invention 1s not particularly limited to a case in
which the embodiments are individually implemented, and
includes a case in which the plurality of embodiments are
combined and implemented.

What is claimed 1s:

1. An 1image capturing device which includes a single opti-
cal pickup system and an imaging element that has a first pixel
group and a second pixel group respectively performing pho-
toelectric conversion on light fluxes passing through different
regions ol the single optical pickup system, and which per-
forms stereoscopic pickup used to generate a stereoscopic
image composed of a first image and a second 1image from the
first pixel group and the second pixel group, and plane pickup
used to generate a third planar image as a planar image from
the first pixel group and the second pixel group, the image
capturing device comprising:

light extinction umt reduces an amount of light which 1s

incident to the imaging element from the optical pickup
system;

a diaphragm that 1s arranged 1n a light path which the light

fluxes 1rradiated to the 1mage sensor passes through;
subject brightness acquisition unit that acquires subject
brightness; and

control unit that, 1n a case of the stereoscopic pickup,

controls whether or not to reduce the amount of light
which reaches the imaging element using the light
extinction unit based on the subject brightness acquired
using the subject brightness acquisition unit, and that, in
a case of the plane pickup, causes a diaphragm value of
the diaphragm to be greater than a diaphragm value in
the case of the stereoscopic pickup.

2. The image capturing device according to claim 1,

wherein the first pixel group and the second pixel group

include light reception elements which are 2-dimension-
ally arranged, and
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wherein, 1n the 1imaging element, each pixel of the first
pixel group and each pixel of the second pixel group are
arranged to be adjacent to each other.
3. The image capturing device according to claim 1, further
comprising:
an optical member that performs division on the light
fluxes passing through the optical pickup system,
wherein the 1imaging element includes a first imaging ele-
ment having the first pixel group and a second 1maging
clement having the second pixel group, the first imaging
clement and the second 1maging element respectively
recerving the light fluxes obtained through pupil division
performed using the optical member.
4. The image capturing device according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit sets the diaphragm to an open state
in the case of the stereoscopic pickup, and squeezes the
diaphragm compared to the open state 1n the case of the
plane pickup.
5. The 1image capturing device according to claim 1,
wherein the light extinction unit 1s a neutral density filter
which 1s capable to be inserted 1n the light path through
which the light fluxes incident to the 1imaging element
pass, and
wherein the control unit, 1n the case of the stereoscopic
pickup, controls whether or not to set the neutral density
filter to an 1nsertion state in which the neutral density
filter 1s 1nserted in the light path based on the subject
brightness acquired using the subject brightness acqui-
sition unit.
6. The image capturing device according to claim 5,
wherein the control unit, in the case of the stereoscopic
pickup, sets the neutral density filter to the insertion state
when the subject brightness 1s higher than a threshold,
and sets the neutral density filter to a non-1nsertion state
when the subject brightness 1s equal to or lower than the
threshold.
7. The image capturing device according to claim 1,
wherein the light extinction unit 1s a light blocking unit
which shields a part of an opeming of the diaphragm in
order to equally divide the opeming of the diaphragm
viewed 1n an optical axis direction 1nto at least one side
of a horizontal direction and a vertical direction of the
imaging element, and
wherein the control umt controls the light blocking unat,
and sets a light blocking state 1n which at least a part of
the opening of the diaphragm 1s shielded using the light
blocking unit 1n the case of the stereoscopic pickup, and
sets a non-light blocking state in which the opening of
the diaphragm 1s not shielded using the light blocking
unit 1n the case of the plane pickup.
8. The image capturing device according to claim 7,
wherein the control unit, in the case of the stereoscopic
pickup, changes a size of the light blocking region of the
opening of the diaphragm which is shielded using the
light blocking unit based on the subject brightness
acquired using the subject brightness acquisition unait.
9. The image capturing device according to claim 1, further
comprising;
subject distance acquisition unit that acquires a subject
distance,

wherein the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup,
controls whether or not to set the diaphragm to the open
state based on the subject distance acquired using the
subject distance acquisition unit.
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10. The image capturing device according to claim 9,
wherein the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup,
sets the diaphragm to the open state when the subject
distance 1s greater than a threshold.
11. The image capturing device according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:
tocal distance acquisition unit that acquires a focal distance
of the optical pickup system,
wherein the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup,
controls whether or not to set the diaphragm to the open
state based on the focal distance acquired using the focal
distance acquisition unit.
12. The image capturing device according to claim 11,
wherein the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup,
sets the diaphragm to the open state when the focal
distance 1s greater than a threshold.
13. The image capturing device according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:
parallax information acquisition unit that calculates an
amount of parallax between the first planar image and
the second planar 1mage which are included in the ste-
reoscopic 1mage acquired using the imaging element,
and acquires a parallax range which indicates a differ-
ence between an amount of maximum parallax of a near
side and an amount of maximum parallax of a far side of
the stereoscopic 1image,
wherein the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup,
controls whether or not to set the diaphragm to the open
state based on the parallax range acquired using the
parallax information acquisition unit.
14. The image capturing device according to claim 13,
wherein, 1n the case of the plane pickup, the diaphragm 1s
set to the open state when the acquired parallax range 1s
smaller than a threshold, and sets the diaphragm value of
the diaphragm to a value, which 1s greater than the dia-
phragm value in the case of the stereoscopic pickup,
when the acquired parallax range 1s equal to or greater
than the threshold.
15. The image capturing device according to claim 13,
turther comprising:
instruction iput unit that recetves an mmput of a pickup
instruction,
wherein the parallax information acquisition umt calcu-
lates the parallax range from the stereoscopic 1mage
imaged using the imaging element before the pickup
instruction 1s input to the mstruction mput unit.
16. The image capturing device according to claim 15,
wherein the control umt sets the diaphragm to the open
state when 1maging 1s performed before the pickup
instruction 1s input.
17. The image capturing device according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit, 1n the case of the plane pickup,
changes whether or not to perform light extinction using
the light extinction unit when the diaphragm 1s set to the
open state based on the subject brightness acquired
using the subject brightness acquisition unait.
18. The image capturing device according to claim 1,
wherein, 1n the case of the plane pickup, the first planar
image and the second planar 1image are combined, and a
high-resolution planar image which has higher resolu-
tion than the first and second planar 1images 1s acquired.
19. The image capturing device according to claim 1,
wherein, 1n the case of the plane pickup, imaging signals of
the pixels which are adjacent 1n the first planar 1image
and the second planar 1mage are added, and a planar
image which has same resolution as the first and second
planar 1mages 1s acquired.
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20. The image capturing device according to claim 19,

wherein, 1n the imaging element, the first pixel group and

the second pixel group are arranged 1n a 2-dimensional
form 1n a planar view 1n a first direction and a second
direction which 1s perpendicular to the first direction,
and, when viewed {from at least one side direction of the
first and second directions, the pixels of the first pixel
group and the pixels of the second pixel group, which are
separated therefrom and correspond thereto, are over-
lapped and arranged to be viewed such that parts of light
reception regions thereol are overlapped.

21. An 1image capturing method using an 1image capturing,
device for stereoscopic pickup used to generate a stereoscopic
image composed of a first planar 1image and a second planar
image from a first pixel group and a second pixel group, and
plane pickup used to generate a third planar 1image as a planar
image from the first pixel group and the second pixel group
using a single optical pickup system, an imaging element that
has a first pixel group and a second pixel group respectively
performing photoelectric conversion on light fluxes passing
through different regions of the single optical pickup system,
light extinction unit that reduces an amount of light which 1s
incident to the imaging element from the optical pickup sys-
tem, and a diaphragm that 1s arranged 1n a light path which the
light fluxes 1rradiated to the 1mage sensor passes through, the
image capturing method comprising:

acquiring subject brightness;

in a case of the stereoscopic pickup, controlling whether or

not to reduce the amount of light which reaches the
imaging element using the light extinction unit based on
the acquired subject brightness; and

in a case of the plane pickup, causing a diaphragm value of

the diaphragm to be greater than a diaphragm value 1n
the case of the stereoscopic pickup.

22. The image capturing method according to claim 21,
turther comprising:

setting the diaphragm to an open state 1n the case of the

stereoscopic pickup; and

squeezing the diaphragm compared to the open state 1n the

case of the plane pickup.

23. The image capturing method according to claim 21,
further comprising:

when the light extinction unit 1s a neutral density filter

which 1s capable to be 1nserted 1n the light path through
which the light fluxes incident to the 1imaging element
pass and 1n the case of the stereoscopic pickup, control-
ling whether or not to set the neutral density filter to an
isertion state in which the neutral density filter is
inserted 1n the light path based on the acquired subject
brightness.

24. The image capturing method according to claim 23,
turther comprising:

in the case of the stereoscopic pickup, setting the neutral

density filter to the insertion state when the subject
brightness 1s higher than a threshold, and setting the
neutral density filter to a non-insertion state when the
subject brightness 1s equal to or lower than the threshold.

25. The image capturing method according to claim 21,
further comprising:

when the light extinction unit 1s a light blocking unit which

shields a part of an opening of the diaphragm 1n order to
equally divide the opening of the diaphragm viewed 1n
an optical axis direction 1nto at least one side of a hori-
zontal direction and a vertical direction of the imaging
clement, setting a light blocking state 1n which at least a
part of the opening of the diaphragm 1s shielded using
the light blocking unit in the case of the stereoscopic
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pickup, and setting a non-light blocking state 1n which
the opening of the diaphragm 1s not shielded using the
light blocking unit 1n the case of the plane pickup.

26. The image capturing method according to claim 25,

turther comprising:

in the case of the stereoscopic pickup, changing a size of

the light blocking region of the opening of the dia-
phragm which 1s shielded using the light blocking unit
based on the acquired subject brightness.
27. The 1mage capturing method according to claim 21,
turther comprising:
acquiring a subject distance; and
in the case of the plane pickup, controlling whether or not
to set the diaphragm to the open state based on the
acquired subject distance.
28. The image capturing method according to claim 27,
turther comprising:
in the case of the plane pickup, setting the diaphragm to the
open state when the subject distance 1s greater than a
threshold.
29. The 1mage capturing method according to claim 21,
turther comprising:
acquiring a focal distance of the optical pickup system; and
in the case of the plane pickup, controlling whether or not
to set the diaphragm to the open state based on the
acquired focal distance.
30. The image capturing method according to claim 29,
turther comprising:

32

in the case of the plane pickup, setting the diaphragm to the
open state when the acquired focal distance 1s greater

than a threshold.

31. The image capturing method according to claim 21,

> further comprising:
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calculating an amount of parallax between the first planar
image and the second planar image which are included
in the stereoscopic 1image acquired using the 1maging
clement, and acquiring a parallax range which indicates
a range between a maximum value of an amount of

parallax of a near side and a maximum value of an
amount of parallax of a far side; and
in the case of the plane pickup, controlling whether or not
to set the diaphragm to the open state based on the
acquired parallax range.
32. The image capturing device according to claim 31,
turther comprising:
in the case of the plane pickup, setting the diaphragm to the
open state when the acquired parallax range 1s smaller
than a threshold.
33. The image capturing method according to claim 21,
further comprising:
in the case of the plane pickup, changing whether or not to
perform light extinction using the light extinction unit
when the diaphragm 1s set to the open state based on the
acquired subject brightness.
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