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A system for managing and filtering incoming messages to a
mobile device 1s configured to receive incoming messages
using multiple formats, such as e-mail, Short Messaging Sys-
tem (SMS) messages, Multimedia Message System (MMS)
messages, or other electronic messaging formats. One or
more message filters are used to consolidate and display high
importance messages by the device 1n a single location. The
message lilters may be configured to select incoming mes-
sages based on factors such as the identity of the sender and
the destination account. After recerving a new message, the
system compares characteristics of the incoming message to
the key characteristics defined by one or more of the filters. IT
an mcoming message matches one of the filters, the system
adds the matching message to a list of high importance mes-
sages. The system provides a separate user interface to dis-
play the high importance messages.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR FILTERING
INCOMING MESSAGES TO A MOBILLE
DEVICE

This application 1s a continuation application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/419,177, filed on Apr. 6, 2009

entitled METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR FILTERING
INCOMING MESSAGES TO A MOBILE DEVICE whichis

incorporated herein by reference 1n 1ts entirety.

BACKGROUND

As mobile technology improves, mobile devices have
become smaller and more powertul. The wireless networks
they connect to have improved, as well. With these improve-
ments mobile devices can now connect to networks for many
functions beyond simple voice calling. For example, they can
be used to send e-mail, browse the Internet, and send instant
messages. Many devices also include a global positioning
system (GPS) receiver with integrated mapping (or maps
downloaded from a network). In some cases, the mobile
devices support wireless standards providing local connec-
tivity, such as Bluetooth or IEEE802.11. These standards can
enable the devices to connect to a wireless local area network
(WLAN) or even communicate with other mobile devices 1n
a peer-to-peer mode. However, as these various connectivity
options grow, mcoming information can quickly become
overwhelming for a mobile device user. Therefore, as tech-
nology improves, 1t would be useful to have applications that
are better able to organize data for a mobile user.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a front view of a mobile device suitable for
implementing an message filtering system.

FIG. 2 1s a network diagram of a representative environ-
ment 1n which the message filtering system operates.

FIG. 3 1s ahigh-level block diagram showing an example of
the architecture of a mobile device.

FIG. 4A shows an example interface in which a message
display screen 1s displayed.

FIG. 4B shows an example interface including a control
menu displayed 1n response to the user selecting a menu key.

FI1G. 4C shows an example interface displayed in response
to the user selecting a sort function.

FI1G. 4D shows an example interface displayed in response
to the user selecting an account function.

FI1G. 4E shows an example interface for managing contacts
tracked by the message filtering system.

FIG. 5 15 a logical block diagram of the message filtering,
system.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart of an overall process for executing the
message filtering system.

FI1G. 7 1s a flowchart of a process for creating and config-
uring a new filter.

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart of a process for filtering received
messages using the stored message filters.

FI1G. 9 1s a flowchart of a process for monitoring an address
book to change the associated filters.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A system for managing and filtering incoming messages to
a mobile device 1s disclosed (hereinafter referred to as the
“message filtering system” or the “system”). The mobile
device may be configured to receive mcoming messages
using multiple formats, including e-mail, Short Messaging,
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System (“SMS”) messages, Multimedia Message System
(“MMS”’) messages, or other electronic messaging formats.
The mobile device may also be configured with one or more
accounts for receiving messages. The system uses one or
more message filters to consolidate and display 1n a single
location high importance messages received through these
multiple accounts. The message filters may be configured to
select incoming messages based on factors such as the 1den-
tity of the sender and the destination account. After recerving
a new message, the system compares characteristics of the
incoming message to the key characteristics defined by one or
more of the filters. If an incoming message matches one of the
filters, the system adds the matching message to a list of high
importance messages. The system then provides a separate
user interface to display the high importance messages.

The system provides multiple methods to define new mes-
sage lilters. A user may directly define a filter using text input.
A filter may also be defined based on a contact stored 1n an
address book on the mobile device (e.g., 1n Microsoit Out-
look) or a server-based address book (e.g., Microsoit
Exchange). A user may also add a new filter by selecting a
received message 1n the user’s inbox. The system may then
create a filter using only the message sender or using all
addresses included in the message.

Various embodiments of the invention will now be
described. The following description provides specific details
for a thorough understanding and an enabling description of
these embodiments. One skilled in the art will understand,
however, that the invention may be practiced without many of
these details. Additionally, some well-known structures or
functions may not be shown or described 1n detail, 1n order to
avold unnecessarily obscuring the relevant description of the
various embodiments. The terminology used 1n the descrip-
tion presented below 1s intended to be interpreted 1n 1ts broad-
est reasonable manner, even though 1t 1s being used 1n con-
junction with a detailed description of certaimn specific
embodiments of the mvention.

FIG. 1 15 a front view of a mobile device 100 suitable for
implementing a message filtering system. As shown in FIG. 1,
the mobile device 100 can include a housing 101, a plurality
of push buttons 102, a directional keypad 104 (e.g., a five-way
key), a speaker 106, a camera 108, and a display 110 carried
by the housing 101. The mobile device 100 can also include
microphones, transceivers, photo sensors, and/or other com-
puting components generally found 1n PDA devices, cellular
phones, laptop computers, tablet PCs, smart phones, hand-
held e-mail devices, or other mobile communication/comput-
ing devices.

The display 110 can include a liquid-crystal display
(LCD), a plasma display, a vacuum fluorescent display, a
light-emitting diode (LED) display, a field emission display,
and/or other suitable types of display configured to present a
user interface. The mobile device 100 can also include a touch
sensing component 109 configured to receive mput from a
user. For example, the touch sensing component 109 can
include a resistive, capacitive, infrared, surface acoustic wave
(SAW), and/or other types of touch screen. The touch sensing
component 109 can be integrated with the display 110 or can
be independent from the display 110. In the illustrated
embodiment, the touch sensing component 109 and the dis-
play 110 have generally similarly sized access areas. In other
embodiments, the touch sensing component 109 and the dis-
play 110 can have differently sized access areas. For example,
the touch sensing component 109 can have an access area that
extends beyond a boundary of the display 110.

The mobile device 100 can also include a camera 108
suitable for taking pictures or recording video. The camera
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108 includes an optical image sensor and a lens and may also
have a flash associated with 1t for taking pictures 1in low-light
conditions. Although the camera component 108 1s shown on
the front face of the mobile device 100, the camera compo-
nent 108 could also be located on the rear face of the device.
Alternatively, the mobile device 100 might be configured
with multiple cameras, such as with a first camera on the front
face and a second camera on the back face.

FIG. 2 1s a network diagram of a representative environ-
ment 200 in which the message filtering system operates. A
plurality ol mobile devices 202 roam 1n an area covered by a
wireless network. The mobile devices are, for example, cel-
lular phones or mobile Internet devices, such as the mobile
device 100 shown 1n FIG. 1. The mobile devices 202 com-
municate to a cellular transcerver 210 through a wireless
connection 206. The wireless connection 206 could be imple-
mented using any system for transmitting digital data. For

example, the connection could use a cellular network 1mple-
menting UMTS or CDMA2000 or a non-cellular network

implementing WiF1 (IEEE 802.11) or Bluetooth. Although
wireless connections are most common for these mobile
devices, the devices may also communicate using a wired
connection such as Ethernet.

In some configurations, the mobile devices 202 also have a
(Global Positioming System (GPS) recerver embedded 1n it to
provide location information. In these configurations, the
mobile devices 202 also receive a location signal 208 from
one or more GPS satellites 204. For clarity, the figure only
shows one satellite. However, a GPS receiver generally
requires several satellites 1n order to determine its location.
Alternatively or additionally, the cellular transceiver 210
may, with assistance from the mobile devices 202, employ
known signal triangulation and/or signal delay techmiques to
determine the location of each wireless device.

The cellular transceiver 210 i1s connected to one or more
networks that provide backhaul service for the wireless net-
work. The cellular transceiver 210 1s connected to a Public-
Switched Telephone Network (“PSTN™) 212, which provides
a connection between the mobile network and a remote tele-
phone 216 on another network. When the user of the mobile
device 202 makes a voice telephone call, the cellular trans-
ceiver 210 routes the call through the wireless network’s
voice backhaul (not shown) to the PSTN 212. The PSTN 212
then automatically connects the call to the remote telephone
216. If the remote telephone 216 1s another mobile device, the
call 1s routed through a second wireless network’s backhaul to
another cellular transcetver.

The cellular transceiver 210 1s also connected to the Inter-
net 214, which provides a packet-based connection to remote
devices 218 supporting network applications. When the user
of the mobile device 202 communicates through a data con-
nection, the cellular transceiver routes the packet data through
the wireless network’s data backhaul (not shown) to the Inter-
net 214 (or another packet-based network). The Internet con-
nects the wireless network to remote devices 218, including,
an e-mail server 220, a web server 222, and an 1nstant mes-
senger server 224. Of course, the remote devices 218 could
include any application available over the Internet, such as a
file transfer protocol (FTP) server or a streaming media
SErver.

FI1G. 3 1s ahigh-level block diagram showing an example of
the architecture of a mobile device 300. The mobile device
300 may represent the mobile devices 202 of FIG. 2.

The mobile device 300 includes one or more processors
302 and memory 304 coupled to an interconnect 306. The
interconnect 306 shown in FIG. 3 1s an abstraction that rep-
resents any one or more separate physical buses, point-to-
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point connections, or both connected by appropriate bridges,
adapters, or controllers. The interconnect 306, therefore, may
include, for example, a system bus, a Peripheral Component
Interconnect (PCI) family bus, a HyperTransport or industry
standard architecture (ISA) bus, a small computer system
interface (SCSI) bus, a universal serial bus (USB), I1IC (12C)
bus, or an Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) standard 1394 bus, sometimes referred to as
“Firewire.”

The processor(s) 302 may include central processing units
(CPUs) of the mobile device 300 and, thus, control the overall
operation of the mobile device 300. In certain embodiments,
the processor(s) 302 accomplish this by executing software or
firmware stored 1n memory 304. The processor(s) 302 may
be, or may include, one or more programmable general-pur-
pose or special-purpose microprocessors, digital signal pro-
cessors (DSPs), programmable controllers, application spe-
cific integrated circuits (ASICs), programmable logic devices
(PLDs), or the like, or a combination of such devices.

The memory 304 1s or includes the main memory of the
mobile device 300. The memory 304 represents any form of
fixed or removable random access memory (RAM), read-
only memory (ROM), tflash memory, or the like, or a combi-
nation of such devices. In use, the memory 304 stores, among
other things, the operating system 308 of the mobile device
300.

The mobile device 300 includes an input device 312, which
enables a user to control the device. The input device 312 may
include a keyboard, trackpad, touch sensitive screen (e.g., the
touch sensing component 109 of FIG. 1), or other standard
computer mput device. The mobile device 300 also includes
a display device 314 suitable for displaying a user interface,
such as the display 110 (FIG. 1). The network adapter 314
provides the mobile device 300 with the ability to communi-
cate with remote devices over a network and may be, for
example, a wireless adapter. The mobile device 300 may
turther include local storage 310 coupled to the interconnect
306. The local storage 310 may include, for example, a flash
memory device configured to provide mass storage.

FIGS. 4A through 4E illustrate screens of an example
interface suitable for use by the message filtering system.
FIG. 4A shows an example interface 400 1n which a message
display screen 1s displayed. The interface 400 displays some
or all of the high importance messages detected by the mes-
sage filtering system. The interface 400 1includes an informa-
tion bar 402, which indicates the name of the program and the
number of high importance messages 1n the message list. The
interface 400 also includes a message display window 404,
which displays multiple messages, including messages 406
and 408. The interface 400 includes visual cues (e.g., bold
text, icons) to indicate that message 406 has been read while
message 408 1s unread. The interface 400 also includes an
Inbox soft key 410 and a Menu soft key 412, which enable the
user to access the software menus that control the system.

FIG. 4B shows an example interface 413, which includes a
control menu 416 displayed 1n response to the user selecting
the menu key 412. The menu 416 provides functions that
control the display and behavior of the system. In particular,
the menu 416 includes a sort function 418, a send/receive
function 420, an account function 422, and a members func-
tion 424. The send/receive function 420 allows the user to
make the mobile device connect to network servers to send
and recerve messages. The other functions in the menu 416
are discussed below with reference to FIGS. 4C, 4D, and 4E.

FIG. 4C shows an example interface 430 in which the user
has selected the sort function 418 from the control menu 416.
After the user selects the sort function 418, the system dis-
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plays a sort submenu 432, which provides options for sorting,
the displayed messages. In particular, the sort submenu 432
provides a sort-by-people function 434 and a sort-by-time
function 436. The sort-by-people function 434 directs the
system to sort the message list using the name of the message
senders. The sort order may be, for example, alphabetical by
first name or alphabetical by last name. The sort-by-time
function 436 directs the system to sort the message list
according to the time associated with each message. The sort
time may be determined based on, for example, each mes-
sage’s recerve time or send time.

FI1G. 4D shows an example interface 440 in which the user
has selected the account function 422 from the control menu
416. After the user selects the account function 422, the
system displays an account submenu 442, which allows the
user to select and manage the messaging accounts that are
being used to recetve messages. In particular, the user can
select one of the existing accounts 444 and 446 to display and
configure the options associated with an account. The system
may also allow a user to filter messages to display only
messages sent to a selected account. A user may also selectthe
new function 448 to define a new messaging account to be
tracked by the system.

FIG. 4E shows an example interface 450 for managing
contacts tracked by the system. The interface 450 may be
displayed, for example, 1n response to a user selecting the
members function 424 provided by the controlmenu416. The
interface 450 includes a contact list 452, which displays a
name and network address for each contact 454. The interface
450 allows the user to manage contacts by adding, editing, or
deleting individual contacts. For example, the system may be
configured to display an edit page for a selected contact,
which may be used to edit the information associated with the
contact. The interface 450 also includes an Add sott key 456,
which enables a user to add a new contact to the list. Adding,
a contact may include, for example, displaying a dialog to
receive from the user a name and sender address associated
with the new contact. The interface 450 also includes a Menu
soit key 458, which displays a menu 460 when it 1s pressed.
The menu 460 includes a delete function 462, which enables
the user to delete a selected contact. The menu 460 also
includes a cancel function 464, which allows the user to exit
the contact management interface 450.

FIG. 5 15 a logical block diagram of a message filtering
system 500. The system 500 may be executed, for example,
using the memory and processor of FIG. 3. Although the
various modules are depicted 1n a single device, the modules
are not necessarily physically collocated. In some embodi-
ments, the various modules may be distributed over multiple
physical devices. Similarly, the data storage could be imple-
mented using local storage components, such as a hard drive
or tlash memory, or using remote storage, such as a web
server accessible through the Internet. The code to support the
functionality of this system may be stored on a computer
readable medium such as an optical drive, flash memory, or a
hard drive. Aspects of the system 500 may be implemented as
software, firmware, hardware, or as a combination of these.

The system 500 includes a processing component 502,
which 1s configured to manage and filter messages received
by the system. The processing component 502 1s connected to
a data storage component 504, which stores messages, mes-
sage lllter definitions, and other settings data processed by the
system. The processing component 502 1s also connected to a
network connection component 506, which provides a data
connection to a mobile wireless network.

The processing component 502 1s also connected to an
input component 310 that 1s configured to receive user iput
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through an 1nput device, such as a touch sensitive screen or a
keyboard. The 1nput device may also include a dedicated
hardware button configured to activate or control the message
filtering process. The processing component also connects to
a display component 508, which 1s configured to control the
screen ol the mobile device as directed by the processing
component 502.

The processing component 502 includes an account man-
ager component 512, which 1s configured to manage messag-
ing accounts (e.g., e-mail, SMS, MMS, etc.) tracked by the
system. During operation, the account manager component
512 receives account information through the input compo-
nent 310 to specily which accounts will be tracked by the
system. The account manager component 512 interacts with
the data storage component 504 to persistently store the
account information.

The processing component 502 also includes an incoming,
message component 514, which 1s configured to receive and
process messages incoming to the mobile device. In some
configurations, the incoming message component 514 1s con-
figured to recerve new message nofifications from one or
more messaging applications present on the mobile device. In
response to the notification, the mcoming message compo-
nent 514 may then receive a copy of the new message or a
pointer to the memory location where the new message 1s
stored. If the incoming message component 514 receives a
copy ol the new message, it may store its copy using the data
storage component 504. Alternatively, the incoming message
component 314 may be configured to retrieve messages from
a message store in response to a command activating the
message filtering system, such as when a user presses a dedi-
cated hardware button.

The processing component 502 includes a filter manager
component 516, which 1s configured to create, store, edit, and
delete message filters defined by the message filtering system.
In particular, the filter manager component 516 creates new
message lilters from data provided by the user according to
the process described below with respect to FIG. 7. The filters
define the parameters associated with incoming messages
that indicate 1f the message 1s of high importance. The param-
cters may 1nclude, for example, the sender’s address or name.
The filter manager component 516 also modifies and deletes
filters based on user input.

The processing component 502 also includes a filtering
component 518, which 1s configured to apply a message filter
to an incoming message to determine if the incoming mes-
sage 1s a high importance message. The filtering component
518 includes multiple submodules that may be used based on
the type of message being filtered. For example, the filtering,
component 518 includes an SMS f{ilter component 320, an
MMS filter component 522, and an e-mail filter component
524, which process incoming messages of each respective
type. During operation, the filtering component 518 receives
the message filters defined by the filter manager component
516. Aflter recetving a new message from the incoming mes-
sage component 514, the filtering component 518 provides
the message to the approprnate submodule for filtering. The
submodules compare data 1in the message to the active filters
and mark as high importance messages that match the param-
cters defined for the filter. The filtering component 518 may
also include filtering submodules suitable for handling addi-
tional types ol messaging on the mobile device.

The processing component 302 includes a message tracker
component 526, which i1s configured to maintain a list of
messages that have been marked as high importance by the
filtering component 518. The message tracker component
526 1s also configured to control the display component 508 to
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display some or all of the tlagged messages on the mobile
device’s display. The message tracker component 526 may
also be configured to track message status, such as whether
the message 1s read or unread. In doing this, the message
tracker component 526 may communicate with other appli-
cations on the mobile device (e.g., the e-mail application) to
determine a message’s status. The message tracker compo-
nent 526 may also maintain metadata about individual mes-
sages, such as time recerved and the filter(s) that matched the
message.

The processing component also includes a contact monitor
component 528, which 1s configured to monitor the status of
address book contacts that have been used to create a filter.
For example, a mobile device may have an address book
listing multiple contacts, each contact having one or more
associated addresses. As discussed below, the system may
generate one or more filters based on the address information
stored for a contact in the address book. The system uses the
contact monitor component 528 to momtor these contacts for
changes. As described below with reference to FIG. 9, the
system may be configured to modily or remove one or more
of the message filters 11 the associated contact information
changes. IT a filter 1s modified or deleted, the system may be
configured to repeat the process of filtering messages to gen-
erate a new list of high importance messages that 1s consistent
with the change to the filters. Alternatively, the system may be
configured to track messages associated with individual {il-
ters. IT a filter 1s modified or removed, the system may then
modify the message list to remove messages associated with
the modified or removed filter. The message tracker compo-
nent 526 may then control the display component 508 to
display the modified list. Although the messages are removed
from the message list based on the change to the filters, the
messages are still accessible on the mobile device using a
standard e-mail or SMS reader. That 1s, the messages are
removed from the high importance list but are not deleted.
This allows a user 1n a hurry to 1gnore messages associated
with a contact that was removed from the address book but to
access the messages at a later time. This process also saves the
user from having to manually remove messages previously
received from the removed contact.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart of an overall process 600 for executing,
the message filtering system. The process begins at block 602,
where the system registers one or more message filters. Reg-
istering filters includes recerving information from the user
that defines the filters to be created and the process of creating
and storing the filters. The process 1s discussed 1n greater
detail below with reference to FIG. 7.

After the filters have been registered, the system may be
activated to filter messages using a dedicated hardware but-
ton, a configurable soft key, or by launching an application
through the mobile device’s operating system. In response to
the activation command, the system proceeds to block 604,
where 1t recerves new messages. As discussed above, the new
messages are recerved using the mncoming message compo-
nent 514, which may recetve notifications from other appli-
cations on the mobile device, such as an e-mail application or
an SMS application. Alternatively, the incoming message
component 514 may be configured to receive messages
directly (e.g., by connecting directly to an e-mail server or
directly receiving SMS message traffic). The incoming mes-
sage component 514 may also be configured to retrieve mes-
sage from a local message store on the device.

After receving new messages, processing proceeds to
block 606, where the system filters the received messages. As
discussed above, filtering includes comparing data associated
with the received messages to the filtering parameters defined
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for each of the filters that were registered in block 602. The
filtering process 1s discussed in detail below with reference to
FIG. 8. During the filtering process 1n block 606, the filtering
component 518 notifies the message tracker component 526
when a high importance message 1s detected. The message
tracker component 526 then adds the new message to its
listing of high importance messages. Processing then pro-
ceeds to block 608, where the system displays the filter out-
put. In this step, the message tracker component 526 controls
the display component 508 to display some or all of the high
importance messages. In some configurations, the system
displays all high importance messages 1n a single user inter-
face, such as the interface 400 shown 1n FIG. 4A. Alterna-
tively, the system may provide multiple interfaces to enable
the user to display high importance messages separately
based on the account that recerved the messages. The system
may also enable the user to switch between a single account
interface and a multiple account interface.

After displaying the filter output, processing proceeds to
block 610, where the system processes user commands. The
user commands may include, for example, the sort and
account display commands discussed above with reference to
FIGS. 4A-4E. The system then proceeds to decision block
612, where 1t determines whether to continue processing. The
system may, for example, determine whether the user has
entered an exit command or given some other indication that
the system should shut down. If the system determines that
processing should continue, processing returns to block 602
to configure new filters. If an exit command was received, the
process ends.

FIG. 7 1s a flowchart of a process 700 for creating and
configuring a new {ilter. Processing begins in block 702,
where the system receives a target messaging account. The
target account may be, for example, an e-mail account
selected from one or more accounts configured on the device.
However, 1n some configurations, the system 1s configured to
create filters that flag messages received from a particular
sender regardless of the recerving account.

After recerving the target account, processing proceeds to
block 704, where the system receives the filter definition data.
The filter definition data may be one of various types of data
objects that the system can use as a source for the parameters
to define a new filter. The filter definition data may include
multiple components, such as a target message sender. As
discussed above, the system provides multiple means for
adding a new filter to the system. These methods include
using a contact from a local address book or a network server,
using addresses from a selected message, or receiving direct
text input from the user. Thus, the filter definition data may be
the address book contact, selected message, text input, or
some other source for defining the message filter. The system
may also be configured to receive multiple selections simul-
taneously, such as 1f a user selects multiple contacts on a touch
sensitive screen. In this configuration, the system may per-
form the following steps serially or 1n parallel to add the new
filter(s). After recerving the filter definition data at block 704,
the system branches depending on the type of target that was
received.

In branches 706 and 708, the system determines that the
filter definition data 1s an address book contact. In branch 706,
the user contactis located 1n a local address book stored on the
mobile device. In branch 708, the address book contact 1s
stored on a network server, such as the Microsoit Exchange
Server provided by Microsolt Corporation of Redmond,
Wash. If the filter definition data 1s a contact stored in a
network server address book, the system proceeds to block
714, where 1t contacts the network server to obtain the contact
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information. After the address book contact information 1s
obtained from the network server, the system proceeds to
block 716, where 1t parses the contact information. Similarly,
if the filter definition data was a contact stored 1n a local
address book, the system proceeds directly to block 716 to
parse the selected contact. After parsing the selected contact,
the system proceeds to block 718, where 1t loads any suitable
addresses found 1n the address book contact. Suitable
addresses may 1nclude, for example, an e-mail address or a

mobile telephone number.

If the filter definition data 1s generated from a selected
message, the system proceeds to branch 710 to determine the
filter information based on the selected message. After receiv-
ing the selected message (1n block 704), the system proceeds
to block 720, where 1t parses any addresses from the selected
message. The system may use some or all of the addresses in
the selected message to define the filter parameters. For
example, the system may be configured to use only the send-

er’s address or to use every address from the selected mes-
sage. In some configurations, the system provides an interface
to enable the user to select some or all of these addresses.
Alternatively, the system may automatically include the send-
er’s address while providing the user the option to include
additional addresses 1n the message.

As discussed above, auser may also be able to create a filter
based on text input. In this case, the system proceeds to
branch 712 to generate the filter information using the pro-
vided text string. After recerving the text input (1n block 704 ),
the system proceeds to block 722, where 1t parses the text
input. This process includes extracting parameter informa-
tion, such as address information, from the text mput.

After the parameters of the filter have been extracted from
the filter defimition data, processing proceeds to block 724,
where the system generates the {filter. Generating the filter
may 1nclude creating a storage object 1n the memory and
providing the parameters that were extracted from the filter
target (1.e., 1 blocks 714-722). For example, the filter may
include a high importance message sender parameter that will
determine a message 1s high importance when the message
sender 1s 1dentical to the target message sender that was
provided 1n the filter definition data. The system then pro-
ceeds to block 726, where it stores the filter in the data storage
component 504. After the filter has been generated and stored,
the system proceeds to decision block 728, where 1t deter-
mines whether new filter configuration information has been
provided. If additional filter configuration information 1s pro-
vided, the system returns to block 702 to create another filter
based on the new filter configuration information. If new filter
confliguration information 1s not provided, the process exits.

In some of the branches discussed above, the filter target
may provide multiple target sender addresses to be used 1n a
filter (e.g., from a selected e-mail address). In some configu-
rations, the system creates a single filter containing all of the
selected addresses. The system may be configured to do this,
for example, when creating a filter based on an address book
contact, because all of the addresses are assumed to be asso-
ciated with a single individual. Alternatively, the system may
generate multiple filters from a single object. The system
might elect to do so 1n response to receiving a filter target with
a selected e-mail message, where the addresses are assumed
to be associated with different people. In this configuration,
the system 1n block 724 generates a separate filter for each
address 1nstead of a single filter.

FI1G. 8 1s a flowchart of a process 800 for filtering received
messages using the stored message filters. Processing begins
in block 802, where the system receirves the message to be
processed. The system then executes a processing loop to
compare the recerved message against each of the filters
stored by the system. This processing loop begins 1n block
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804, where the system loads the next filter. During the first
iteration of the processing loop, the system loads the first filter
in the stored filter list. After loading the filter, the system
proceeds to block 806, where it compares characteristic data
of the message to the parameters defined for the currently
loaded filter. The characteristic data may include, for
example, the destination account and the sender’s identity.

The characteristic data may include other information, as
well, such as the time the message was sent. Thus, comparing

characteristic data may include, for example, comparing the
message sender’s address to an address or set of addresses
defined in the filter. If other parameters are defined for the
filter, the system also compares the corresponding character-
istic data (e.g., the time the message was sent or the sender’s
network domain or mobile carrier) from the received message
to the filter parameters.

After the comparison has been carried out, the system
proceeds to decision block 808, where 1t determines it the
comparison indicated a match between the characteristics of
the recerved message and the filter. In some configurations, 1t
the filter defines multiple characteristics, the system detects a
match only 11 all the characteristics are consistent with the
filter. For example, the system may be configured to detect a
match only if the message sender and the recipient e-mail
account are the same as the characteristics defined 1n the filter.
In an alternate configuration, the filter may include wild cards
allowing for multiple matches. For example, the system may
detect a match for all e-mail messages originating from a
specified Internet domain.

If the system detected a match 1n block 808, processing
proceeds to block 810 where the system processes the match.
Processing the match includes adding the message or a ret-
erence to the message to a list of detected matches. The list
may then be used by the message tracker component 526
(FI1G. 5) to determine which messages should be displayed on
the mobile device’s display. In block 810, the system may
also associate status information with the message being pro-
cessed. For example, the system may store data indicating
whether the message has been read. If the message did not
match the current filter or after the system has processed the
match, processing proceeds to decision block 812, where the
system determines 11 there are additional filters remaining 1n
the filter list. IT additional filters remain, the system returns to
block 804, where 1t loads the next filter. If there are no filters
remaining, the process exits.

FIG. 9 1s a flowchart of a process 900 for monitoring an
address book to change the filters associated with it. The
process begins 1 block 902, where the system monitors one
or more user address books. In general, the system may be
coniigured to monitor any address book that the user has used
to add filters to the system. Thus, the processing in block 902
may include monitoring a local address book on the mobile
device or a network address book stored on a network e-mail
server. In some configurations, the system periodically polls
the address book to compare contact information to the infor-
mation stored in the individual filters. Alternatively, the
address book may be configured to provide a notification to
the message {filtering system when particular contact infor-
mation 1s changed.

The system then proceeds to decision block 904, where it
determines 11 a contact has changed 1n the address book. If a
contact has changed, the system proceeds to block 906, where
it modifies the filters associated with that contact. This may
include, for example, modifying the address or addresses 1n
the associated filter to conform to the changes made by the
user. This saves the user the trouble of reconfiguring the
message filtering system to account for changes to a contact.
Instead, the user can sitmply modity the contact in the address
book and allow the change to propagate to the message {il-
tering system. If the contact 1s not changed, the system pro-
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ceeds to decision block 908, where 1t determines 1l a contact
has been deleted. If a contact has been deleted, the system
proceeds to block 910, where 1t deletes the associated filter.
As discussed above, when a filter 1s modified or deleted, the
system may modify the list of high importance messages to
remove messages associated with the modified or deleted
filter. This may be performed by re-applying the full set of
filters to messages on the device or by removing only the
messages that were associated with the previous filter. In
cither case, the system then controls the mobile device to stop
displaying the messages that are no longer high importance.

After the system has modified the filters, deleted filters, or
if there are no changes to be made, the system proceeds to
decision block 912, where 1t determines 11 monitoring should
continue. If the system determines that monitoring should
continue, 1t returns to block 902 to continue monitoring.
Otherwise, the system exits the process. In some configura-
tions, the process 900 continues to execute while the message
filtering system 1s active. The process 900 may be executed 1n
a separate thread or separate operating system process during
execution of the overall system.

The system may also provide a user interface to enable the
user to modify or delete individual filters. One skilled 1n the
art will appreciate that the filters can be managed 1indepen-
dently, so that changing or removing a selected filter will not
have any effect on other filters 1n the system. In particular, 11
a particular target sender address was 1s included 1n two filters
(e.g., by being added based on an address book contact and
also by being a sender for a selected message), deleting one of
the filters will have no effect on the other filter. As discussed
above, 11 a filter 1s modified or deleted, the display may be
modified to remove messages that are no longer high priority
based on the new filter list.

From the foregoing, 1t will be appreciated that specific
embodiments of the invention have been described herein for
purposes ol illustration, but that various modifications may be
made without deviating from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion. Accordingly, the invention 1s not limited except as by the
appended claims.

We claim:
1. A mobile device for recerving and managing messages
comprising:
a display device contained 1n a housing;
a memory storing at least a first message and a second
message,

wherein the first message 1s addressed to a first messag-
ing account, and

the second message 1s addressed to a second messaging,
account, the
second messaging account different from the first

messaging account; and
a processor coupled among the display device and the
memory;
wherein the processor 1s configured to execute various
components, wherein the components comprise:

a filter manager component at the mobile device config-
ured to create a messaging filter, wherein the messag-
ing filter includes one or more parameters, wherein
the one or more parameters are determined based at
least 1n part on a recipient messaging account that a
recerved message has been addressed to;

a filtering component at the mobile device configured to:
compare at the mobile device characteristic data asso-

ciated with the first and second messages stored 1n
the memory to the one or more parameters of the
messaging filter,
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wherein the characteristic data associated with the
first and second messages includes that the first
message 15 addressed to the first messaging
account and the second message 1s addressed to
the second messaging account, and

determine that at least one of the first and second
messages 1s a high importance message based at
least in part on the comparison; and

a message tracker component configured to cause the
display device to display a wvisual indication 1n
response to at least one of the first and second mes-
sages being determined to be a high importance mes-
sage.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the components fur-
ther comprise an account manager component configured to
receive data defining one or more messaging accounts used to
receive messages at the mobile device.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a housing having a form factor suitable for handheld use;

an iput device contained 1n the housing; and

at least one wireless network connection component con-
tained 1n the housing,

wherein the components further comprise an incoming
message component configured to receive a message via
the wireless network connection component and store
the message in the memory.

4. The apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the one or more parameters 1s further determined
based on an address book contact associated with the
mobile device.

5. The apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the one or more parameters 1s further determined
based on an address book contact associated with the
mobile device, and

wherein the apparatus further comprises a contact monitor
component configured to automatically monitor statuses
of address book contacts subsequent to creating the mes-
saging filter and to update the messaging filter 1n

response to at least one address book contact being
modified.

6. The apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the one or more parameters 1s further determined
based on an address book contact associated with the
mobile device,

wherein the apparatus further comprises a contact monitor
component configured to automatically monitor statuses
of address book contacts subsequent to creating the mes-
saging filter and to update the messaging filter 1n
response to at least one address book contact being

modified, and

wherein the filtering component 1s further configured to
determine that at least one of the first and second mes-
sages 1s a high importance message based on the updated
messaging lilter.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the components fur-
ther comprise:

an account manager component configured to receive data
defining a messaging account used to recerve messages
at the mobile device; and

an mcoming message component configured to receive a
message through the messaging account.
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8. The apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the components further comprise an account man-
ager component configured to recerve data defining the
first messaging account and the second messaging
account,

wherein the first messaging account and the second mes-

saging account have different types, and

wherein the type of the first messaging account and the type

of the second messaging account are one of an e-mail
account, a Short Message Service (SMS) account, and a
Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) account.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the one or more
parameters are further determined based at least in part on a
selected contact from an address book associated with the
mobile device.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the one or more
parameters are further determined based at least in part on a
message recerved by the mobile device and selected by a user.

11. The apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the one or more parameters are further determined
based atleast in part on a message recerved by the mobile
device and selected by a user, including data defining at
least an address associated with the message sender and
an address associated with a second recipient of the
selected message.
12. The apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the one or more parameters are further determined
based at least in part on a selected contact from an
address book associated with the mobile device,

wherein the filter manager component generates the mes-
saging filter based on an address associated with the
selected contact, and

wherein the processor 1s further configured to execute a

contact monitor component configured to monitor the
address book associated with the mobile device to detect
changes aiter the messaging filter 1s created and to
modily the messaging filter based on changes detected
by the monitoring.

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the filtering compo-
nent 1s configured to determine that a message 1s of high
importance 1f at least a portion of the characteristic data 1s
determined to be 1dentical to a parameter of the one or more
parameters 1n the messaging filter.

14. A method for filtering and managing messages recerved
at a mobile device, the method comprising:

generating a messaging filter at the mobile device, wherein

the messaging filter includes at least one filter parameter,

wherein at least one filter parameter 1s determined based
at least 1n part on a recipient messaging account that a
recerved message 1s addressed to;

receiving a first message addressed to a first messaging

account and a second message addressed to a second

messaging account,

wherein the first messaging account 1s different from the
second messaging account;

comparing at the mobile device characteristic data associ-

ated with the first message and characteristic data asso-

ciated with the second message with at least one filter

parameter of the messaging filter,

wherein the characteristic data associated with the first
message mcludes data 1dentifying that the first mes-
sage 1s addressed to the first messaging account, and

wherein the characteristic data associated with the sec-
ond message includes data identifying that the second
message 1s addressed to the second messaging
account;
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based on the comparison, determining that at least one of
the first message and the second message 1s a high
importance message; and

displaying a visual indication on a display component

associated with the mobile device indicating that at least
one of the first message and the second message 1s a high
importance message.
15. The method of claim 14, further comprising:
storing a listing of messages determined to be high impor-
tance messages, wherein the listing of messages deter-
mined to be high importance messages includes at least
one of the first message and the second message deter-
mined to be a high importance message; and

displaying the listing of messages determined to be high
importance messages.

16. The method of claim 14, further comprising receiving
filter definition data defining the messaging filter, wherein the
received filter definition data includes at least target message
sender information.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein comparing charac-
teristic data associated with the first message and character-
istic data associated with the second message with at least one
filter parameter of the messaging filter comprises:

determining the characteristic data associated with the first

message and the characteristic data associated with the
second message, wherein the characteristic data associ-
ated with the first message and the characteristic data
associated with the second message further includes at
least information indicating an 1dentity of a sender of the
first message and an 1dentity of a sender of the second
message.

18. The method of claim 14, further comprising recerving
data defining one or more messaging accounts used to recerve
messages at the mobile device.

19. The method of claim 14, further comprising recerving
data defining one or more messaging accounts used to recerve
messages at the mobile device, wherein the one or more
messaging accounts includes at least one of an e-mail
account, a Short Message Service (SMS) account, and a Mul-
timedia Messaging Service (MMS) account.

20. The method of claim 14, further comprising receiving,
filter definition data defining the messaging filter, wherein
receiving filter defimition data comprises:

recerving a selected contact from an address book associ-

ated with the mobile device; and

determining target message sender mnformation based on

address 1information associated with the selected con-
tact, wherein the filter definition data includes the target
message sender mnformation.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the address book 1s
located on a network address server.

22. The method of claim 14, further comprising receiving,
filter definmition data defining the messaging filter, wherein
receiving filter defimition data comprises:

receving a user selection of a message received by the

mobile device as a filter data source, wherein the mes-
sage includes data defining at least an address associated
with a sender of the message; and

determining sender information based on the address asso-

ciated with the message sender, wherein the filter defi-
nition data includes the sender information.

23. The method of claim 14, further comprising receiving,
filter definition data defining the messaging filter, wherein
receiving filter definition data comprises:

receving a user selection of a message received by the

mobile device as a filter data source, wherein the mes-
sage includes data defining at least an address associated
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with a message sender and an address associated with a
second recipient of the selected message; and

determining message sender mformation based on the
address associated with the message sender and the
address associated with the second recipient of the
selected message, wherein the filter definition data
includes the message sender information.

24. The method of claim 14, further comprising receiving,
filter definmition data defining the messaging filter, wherein
receiving filter definition data comprises:

receiving a user selection of a message received by the

mobile device as a filter data source, wherein the mes-
sage includes data defining at least an address associated
with a message sender and an address associated with a
second recipient of the selected message;

providing a user interface displaying the address associ-

ated with the message sender and the address associated
with the second recipient;

receiving a selection of the address associated with the

message sender, the address associated with the second
recipient, or both; and

determining message sender mformation based on the

selected addresses, wherein the filter definition data

includes the message sender information.

25. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

receiving filter definition data defining the messaging filter,

wherein recewving filter definition data comprises
receiving a selected contact from an address book asso-
ciated with the mobile device and determining message
sender information based on address information asso-
ciated with the selected contact;

after generating the messaging filter, monitoring the

address book associated with the mobile device to detect
changes; and

modilying the messaging filter based on changes detected

by the monitoring.

26. The method of claim 14, further comprising removing,
the recetved message from the display component in response
to the modification to the messaging filter.

27. The method of claim 14,

wherein comparing characteristic data associated with the

first message and characteristic data associated with the
second message with at least one filter parameter of the
messaging filter comprises determining 1f a portion of
the characteristic data associated with the first message
or the characteristic data associated with the second
message 1s 1dentical to a parameter of at least one filter
parameter of the messaging filter, and
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wherein a message 1s determined to be a high importance
message 11 the portion of the characteristic data 1s deter-
mined to be 1dentical to the parameter.

28. A non-transitory computer-readable medium contain-
ing instructions that, when executed by a computer processor,
implement a method to filter and manage messages recerved
at a mobile device, the method comprising:

generating a messaging filter at the mobile device, wherein

the messaging filter includes at least one filter parameter,

wherein at least one filter parameter 1s determined based
at least 1n part on a recipient messaging account that a
received message 1s addressed to;

receving a first message addressed to a first messaging

account and a second message addressed to a second

messaging account,
wherein the first messaging account 1s different from the
second messaging account;
comparing at the mobile device characteristic data associ-
ated with the first message and characteristic data asso-
ciated with the second message with at least one filter

parameter of the messaging filter,
wherein the characteristic data associated with the first

message ncludes data 1identitying that the first mes-
sage 1s addressed to the first messaging account, and

wherein the characteristic data associated with the sec-
ond message includes data identifying that the second
message 1s addressed to the second messaging
account;

based on the comparison, determining that at least one of

the first message and the second message 1s a high
importance message; and

displaying a visual indication on a display component

associated with the mobile device indicating that at least
one of the first message and the second message 1s a high
importance message.
29. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 28, wherein the method further comprises:
storing a listing of messages determined to be high impor-
tance messages, wherein the listing of messages deter-
mined to be high importance messages includes at least
one of the first message and the second message deter-
mined to be a high importance message; and

displaying the listing of messages determined to be high
importance messages.

30. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 28, wherein the method further comprises receiving
filter definition data defining the messaging filter, wherein the
received filter definition data includes at least target message
sender mnformation.
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