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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR VOIP
ROAMING

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/461,411, filed May 1, 2012, which 1s a con-

tinuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/240,1355, filed
Sep. 30, 2005, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,190,148, 1ssued May 29,

2012, the disclosures of both which are herein incorporated
by reference 1n their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This mvention relates generally to packet-based commu-
nications, and more particularly, to roaming techniques for
voice calls across a packet switched network.

In traditional circuit based (PSTN) telephony networks,
calls are established by creating a dedicated circuit between
one geographic location and another location. As such, once
assigned, a telephone number typically equates to an address
at a physical location. In this way, a telephone number 1n a
circuit-based network has traditionally been associated with a
physical location as well as with a particular user (e.g., the
home telephone number of User A, or the work telephone
number of User B). When a call request for a particular
number 1n a circuit network was receitved, therefore, the
phone at that particular location would ring and the call would
be connected.

Various methods of rerouting calls 1n a circuit network
have been developed, such as the well-known call-forwarding
service. However, these services have typically involved for-
warding a call from one telephone number to another tele-
phone number for the convenience of a recipient user. When
a call 1s forwarded using such a service, the destination
address of the call 1s typically altered and the call i1s then
rerouted using the new destination address.

Roaming 1s a feature that 1s used in telephony networks to
describe the ability of a user to transit across different geo-
graphic areas and still receive calls at the user’s dialed num-
ber. Unlike call forwarding, which as described above
involves forwarding a call from one telephone number to
another telephone number, the destination number 1n a roam-
ing telephone stays the same throughout the call setup pro-
cess. As such, since circuit telephony networks have tele-
phone numbers assigned to fixed geographic areas, such a
roaming feature 1s typically not available 1n those networks.
In fact, roaming 1s more typically associated with a wireless
telephony network where a user of a wireless telephone 1s
able to transit from one geographic area to another while still
receiving calls directly at the telephone number associated
with the wireless telephone. Such a roaming capability in
wireless networks 1s typically facilitated by a process
whereby the wireless telephone registers with the service
provider network. Specifically, when the wireless telephone
moves from one geographic area to another, that telephone
will register with the service provider network. Thus, when a
call having a dialed number of the wireless telephone 1s
received by the service provider network, that call can be
torwarded to the appropnate geographic area to facilitate call
setup. One skilled 1n the art will recognize that such wireless
roaming 1s transparent to both the called party and the calling
party and that no special setup 1s required to achieve such a
roaming functionality.

Placing voice calls over packet networks, such as an Inter-
net Protocol (IP) network 1s becoming popular due to the
potential increases 1n tlexibility and cost savings that are
available to both consumers and telecommunication service
providers. Such calls are typically referred to as VoIP calls.
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Telecommunication service providers have developed net-
works to provide VoIP services that function to recerve call
requests from users, provide services and applications to
these calls, and to then route calls to an end destination. VoIP
calls may originate from either an analog or IP telephone. If
an analog phone 1s used, 1t must typically be connected to a
telephony adapter (TA) that converts the analog voice signals
into data packets that are then forwarded to a destination 1n
the IP network. In such an implementation, the TA will be
assigned an IP address that serves as the origination address
for outgoing voice packets and the destination address for
incoming voice packets. Alternatively, if an IP telephone 1s
used, 1t may contain internal functionality to convert the voice
signals to packets, thus eliminating the requirement for a TA.
In this implementation, the telephone 1tself 1s assigned an IP
address that serves as the origination and destination address
for outgoing and mcoming voice packets, respectively.

To place a VoIP call, a user will dial a telephone number
associated with a desired destination. That number 1s then
transmitted to the service provider network where the dialed
number 1s translated 1nto a destination address. This transla-
tion takes place, for example, by referring to a registration
database that maps telephone numbers to destination
addresses such as destination IP address. Any desired services
are provided to the call and a call request 1s then forwarded to

the destination terminal 1n order to connect the call with the
desired destination.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present inventors have recognized that, since VoIP

networks rely on IP addresses to route calls from one point to
another and do not rely on a dedicated circuit to place a call,
it would be desirable to be able to place calls from a visiting
VoIP terminal that 1s different from a user’s home VoIP ter-
minal while, at the same time, retaining all the user and
network preference information that would normally apply to
calls placed from the user’s home terminal.
Therefore, the present inventors have invented a method
and apparatus 1n which the user settings from a user’s home
terminal are transferred to a visiting terminal. Specifically, in
accordance with the principles of the present invention, user
or network configuration settings are transierred from a home
telephony adapter to a visiting telephony adapter. In accor-
dance with one embodiment, a computer readable medium,
such as a flash drive 1s inserted into the home telephony
adapter and, either with or without authentication, user or
network configuration settings are transferred from the home
telephony adapter to the medium. In another embodiment, the
medium 1s then nserted into the visiting telephony adapter

These and other advantages of the mnvention will be appar-
ent to those of ordinary skill 1n the art by reference to the
following detailed description and the accompanying draw-

ngs.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 shows a prior art data network for transmitting
telephony signals;

FIG. 2 shows an illustrative telephone and telephony
adapter 1n accordance with the principles of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 shows an 1llustrative network having a home tele-
phony adapter and a visiting telephony adapter; and

FIG. 4 shows a tlow chart of the steps performed 1n accor-
dance with the principles of the present invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a portion of a telecommunications network,
specifically an IP-based telecommunication network 101,
that intertfaces with one or more networks, such as i1llustrative
customer network 107. Network 101 1s, illustratively, a VoIP
network operated by a telecommunications service provider
that uses a specific protocol, such as the well-known session
initiation protocol (SIP), as a single common internal signal-
ing and call control protocol used by all VoIP infrastructure
components within the network 101. Illustrative network 101
has call control element (CCE) 103, application server (AS)
105, call admission control server (CAC) 106 and media
server (MS)102. It may be necessary to interface network 101
with many different customer networks using many different
communication protocols, such as SIP, H.323, TDM and/or
any other protocol. Thus, 1n order to support communications
to and from these networks, a gateway 1nto network 101 for
translating signals and media (e.g., calls) from one protocol to
another 1s necessary. BE’s maintain complete call state infor-
mation for received requests and also perform a wide variety
of other functions, including signaling, call admission con-
trol, media control and security functions.

When a BE such as BE 104 recetves a request for call
set-up, 1t then relays that request using the above functions to
other network nodes, such as the CCE and CAC which then
operate to dedicate resources to calls. Each terminal 1n a SIP
network registers with a registration database 114 in the ser-
vice provider network so that the telephone number corre-
sponding of the terminal 1s mapped to a corresponding IP

addresses. Thus, for example, when a call request arrives at
the BE 104, the BE 104 will send an INVITE request to the
CCE 103. When CCE 103 recerves this request, it will query
the registration database 114 which will return a destination
IP address corresponding to the dialed number that can then
be used to route the call through the IP network. One skilled
in the art will recognize that this implementation 1s merely
illustrative and that any element in network 101 may perform
this registration look up function, such as BE 104, CAC 106
or any other network element.

Network 107 1s, illustratively, an Internet Protocol (IP)
communications network at a customer premises that has,

illustratively, Public-Switched Telephone Network (PSTN)

telephone 112, 1P telephone 110 and computer 108. Each of

these devices 1s connected to network 101 through network
107 using, respectively, using telephony adapter (TA) 115,
PBX 113, PBX 111 and network switch 109. IP networks,
such as network 107, are used to transmit information from
one IP address to another IP address by encapsulating that
information into IP packets that each have, for example,
addressing information 1 a header of each packet. This
header 1s used by switches/routers in the IP network to route
the packets to the intended destination and, therefore, such
networks are referred to as IP-switched networks. Such IP
networks are well-known 1n the art and, therefore, will not be
turther described herein.

As 1s also well-known, more traditional telecommunica-
tion networks (e.g., traditional PSTN networks) did notuse IP
packets to transmit information and, instead, relied upon time
division multiplexing (TDM) of signals 1n a circuit-switched
method to transmit signals to a destination node. One skilled
in the art will recognize that, since network 107 1s an 1llus-
trative IP network, the traific orniginating from PSTN tele-
phone 112 (which 1s typically associated with a circuit-
switched network) will require conversion to IP packets 1n
order for the call to be transmitted over network 107. This
conversion takes place at illustrative TA 115 but, as one
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skilled 1n the art will recognize, may also take place at PBX
113 orat PSTN telephone 112 1tself. One skilled 1in the art will
recognize that this conversion may also take place at any

computer or network node 1n the path of transmission of a call
from PSTN telephone 112 to network 101 through network

107.

As 1s well known to one skilled the art, and as discussed
above, TA 11515 a device used to create a physical connection
between an analog telephone and a data network, such as the
Internet, so that a user can place calls over that network. A TA,
illustratively, performs analog-to-digital (A/D) conversion to
connect directly to a VoIP server via, for example, a broad-
band Internet connection such as that provided by cable or
Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) access networks. One skilled
in the art will also recognize that such an ND conversion as
well as the other functions of a TA may also be performed
directly on a telephone, referred to herein as an IP telephone
or, alternatively, may be performed by software executed on
an external computer. In such cases where a computer 1s used
to operate VoIP software 1n conjunction with a TA, that soft-
ware Iunctionality 1s typically referred to as “soft-phone”
functionality.

Configuration settings associated with a local device and/
or features 1n a service provider network may be stored at a
user terminal, such as an IP telephone or a TA, and may be
used during call setup to tailor the call according to a user’s
preferences. These configuration settings are referred to
herein as a user profile. Such a user profile may include
information such as the telephone number of a user’s tele-
phone or may include settings related to various features that
can be applied to a call, such as caller ID, call waiting,
three-way calling, or call forwarding. Additionally such user
profiles may include settings related more specifically to a
particular telephone, such as ring tone selection, how num-
bers are displayed and telephone book information. One
skilled 1n the art will recognmize that such a user profile may
contain a myriad of settings that are automatically set or that
are selectably chosen by a user to tailor a VoIP communica-
tion session. Such user profile settings are, for example,
stored in a computer readable memory located inthe TA, an IP
telephone or, alternatively, a computer adapted to store such a
user profiile.

As discussed previously, calls made 1n a traditional circuit-
switched network typically originated from a telephone 1n a
fixed location and having a fixed telephone number. There-
fore, while a user frequently selected various preferences to
be applied to calls, such as ring tone and number of rings
before answer, those preferences were usually associated
with that telephone number. As a result, these preferences
were only applied to calls made from or destined for the
particular telephone having that number. Thus, for example,
when a user attempted to make a call from another telephone
having a different telephone number, those settings were not
available to the user and could not be applied to a call without
reconfiguring the new telephone. Many implementations of
IP networks also follow this paradigm and rely on user set-
tings selected for a telephone and/or telephone number. Thus,
as 1n a circuit network, when users use a different phone, even
if that telephone 1s an IP phone, the desired settings and
preferences of the user are 1n many cases unavailable without
reconiiguring the telephone to retlect those preferences.

The present mnvention substantially overcomes this limita-
tion. In particular, in accordance with the principles of the
present ivention, a user can roam Irom one telephone to
another 1 a VoIP network and make calls that have the set-
tings of that user’s home telephone and that may even appear
as 1 the call originated from that home telephone. More
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particularly, imn accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention, a user may store user profile settings from
a TA on, for example, computer readable medium and then
may transier those settings from the computer readable
medium to another TA at, for example, a different geographic
location. The TA then registers with the VoIP network regis-
tration database to inform the network that all configuration
settings are maintained for the user and any incoming calls are
routed to the second TA. In this way, a user can “roam” from
one location having a first telephony adapter to a second
location having a second telephony adapter while, at the same
time, retaining the capability to customize a VoIP call that 1s
tailored according to that user’s previously established user
profile.

FIG. 2 shows a TA and telephone capable of accommodat-
ing a transier of data, such as user profile data, to and/or from
a computer readable medium. In particular, referring to that
figure, analog home telephone 202 1s connected to TA 203. As
discussed previously, one skilled in the art will recognize that
the telephony adapter function may be integrated nto a tele-
phone, called an IP telephone, thus eliminating the need for
separate telephone and TA components. Telephone 202 1llus-
tratively has handset 204, number pad 205, speaker 206 and
display 207. Telephone 202 also has a line port 208, which 1s
an 1llustrative RJ12 connector port, for connecting the tele-
phone to a phone line. In this 1llustrative example, a well-
known modular telephone cable 210 having, for example, an
RJ12 connector at each end, connects the telephone to tele-
phony adapter 203, which also has a corresponding RJ12 line
port 211. One skilled 1n the art will recogmize that many
different types of port and line configurations may be used to
connect telephone 202 with TA 203 and that a modular tele-
phone cable having RJ12 connectors 1s merely illustrative.

In addition to line port 211, TA 203 also has a network port
209 that 1s adapted to be connected to a data network. Illus-
tratively, network port 209 1s a well-known RJ45 port adapted
to receive an RJ45 connector connected to network cable 212,
which 1s 1llustratively a cable capable of carrying well-known
Ethernet traific. This cable connects TA 203 to a data network
such as, for example, the Internet. Methods of connecting to
the Internet and other data networks are extremely well
known. For example, such a connection can be accomplished
by using a cable modem connected to cable service provider
lines. In such an implementation, TA 203 may be directly
connected to the cable modem or, for example, through a
network switch or router that is 1n turn connected to the cable
modem. Alternatively, TA 203 may be connected to a com-
puter that 1s, 1 turn, connected to the Internet. One skilled in
the art will appreciate the myriad of methods and architec-
tures that can be used to connect TA 203 (or an IP telephone)
to a data network. One skilled 1n the art will also recognize
that, once again, RJ45 connectors and corresponding network
cables are merely illustrative and may vary depending, for
example, upon the type of access that 1s provided to the data
network. In particular, 1n addition to the aforementioned
cable modem access, other popular Internet access methods
include Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) and direct connections
to the Internet using high-speed data lines.

Referring once again to FIG. 2, TA 203 also has data port
250 that 1s, for example, a Universal Serial Bus (USB) port by
which user profile settings may be transferred to or from the
TA 203. USB ports and devices that are adapted to be con-
nected to such ports are well known. For example, well
known USB flash drives are becoming ubiquitous for trans-
terring data to and from devices having such USB ports. Such
tflash drives typically consist of a USB connector coupled to
magnetic computer-readable storage media 1n a small pack-
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age that makes such flash drives convenient to carry, for
example, on a user’s key chain. When inserted into, for
example, a USB port of a computer, such flash drives may be
automatically recognized, illustratively, as a logical hard
drive of the computer, thus permitting a user to transier data to
and from the flash drive. The use and operation of USB flash
drives are extremely well known and, therefore, will not be
turther described herein.

One skilled 1n the art will appreciate that, while USB flash
drives are ubiquitous, many other types of flash storage
devices conforming to many different form factors, may used
in place of USB flash drives in many applications with equally
advantageous results. For example, other types of flash
memory having different form factors as compared to the
USB form factor include compact flash (CF), Secure Digital
(SD) and MemoryStick (MS) flash memory. Each of these
devices 1s typically capable of holding from a few kilobytes to
several gigabytes of data. While each of these memory form
factors requires a different-sized port to interface with a par-
ticular device, one skilled in the art will recognize that such
ports could be interchanged with a USB port in a TA, as
described above, and the respective type of tlash memory
could be used according to the principles of the present inven-
tion with equally advantageous results. One skilled 1n the art
will also recognize that, while flash memory 1s specifically
discussed 1n the embodiments herein, any type of computer
readable memory could be used equally advantageously. The
embodiments of the principles of the present invention
described herein are intended to encompass the use of any
type of computer readable media.

Regardless the type or form factor of media used, when that
media1s connected to adataportina'TA, such as data port 250
in FIG. 2, data can be transferred between the TA and that
storage media. In particular, 1n one 1llustrative embodiment,
the TA 203 may automatically recognize when USB flash
drive 251 1s mserted into USB port 250 1in FIG. 2, and then,
alter any desired authentication, transier user profile settings
automatically from the TA.

FIG. 3 shows an illustrative network in accordance with the
principles of the present mvention whereby such transters
may be accomplished. In particular, 1in the network of FIG. 3,
user profile settings data may be transferred from one TA,
herein referred to as a home TA, to computer readable media.
Then, that data may be transferred from the computer read-
able media to a second TA, herein referred to as a visiting TA.
Specifically, FIG. 3 shows an office telephone 301 1n an office
301A corresponding to a user. Office telephone 301 15 con-
nected to, for example, TA 302 which, 1n turn, accesses VoIP
network 304 via access network 303, illustratively, a cable
access network connected to the Internet. VoIP network 304
has, as described above, BE 305, CCE 306, registration data-
base 307, CAC 308 and other elements such as AS 105 and
MS 102. Office telephone 301 1s, for example, located 1n the
primary oifice 301A assigned to a user and 1s, therefore,
referred to herein as the home telephone for that user. Simi-
larly, the TA associated with that home telephone, specifically
TA 302, 1s referred to herein as the home TA. As described
above, home TA 302 has data port 309 that 1s, once again, a
USB port.

FIG. 3 also shows an office telephone 310 located 1n
another oflice 310A, for example, an office 1n a city different
from office 301A. Oflice telephone 310 1s, 1n such a case,
referred to herein as the visiting telephone for the user. Simi-
larly, the TA associated with that visiting telephone, specifi-
cally TA 311, 1s referred to herein as the visiting TA. Office
telephone 310 1s connected to, for example, TA 311 which, in
turn, accesses VoIP network 304 via access network 313. As
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1s the case with home TA 302, visiting TA 311 has data port
314 that 1s, once again, a USB port.

Assume now that the user of home telephone 301 desires to
travel to office 310A and wishes to use oflice telephone 310 in
that office. Prior to leaving oflice 301A to travel to office
310A, the user may determine that 1t 1s desirable to transfer
user settings from the home telephone 301 to the visiting
telephone 310. F1G. 4 shows a method 1n accordance with the
principles of the present invention whereby transiers as
described above may be accomplished. Specifically, at step
401, a user of a home office telephone and home TA, such as
telephone 301 and TA 302 1n office 301 A, determines that 1t
he desires a transier of user settings to, for example, visiting,
telephone 310 and visiting TA 311 in visiting office 310A.
Once again, visiting office 310 may, for example, be located
in a city different from home office 301. At step 402, the user
mserts a memory device, such as USB flash drive 251 1n FIG.
2, ito a USB port, such as USB port 250, 1n home TA 302.
One skilled in the art will once again recognize that the
functionality of home TA 302 may be implemented directly
into an IP telephone or, alternatively, may be implemented 1n
a stand-alone computer. In such a case, one skilled in the art
will further recognize that such an IP telephone or computer
may have a port, such as a USB port, into which a memory
device such as USB flash drive 251 may be inserted. Next, at
step 403 1t 1s determined whether authentication 1s required
prior to a transier of data to the flash drive. If not then at step
404, user profile data on TA 302 1s automatically transferred
to the flash drive. However, 1n many situations, authentication
of, for example, the user’s identification may be desired or
required for security or other purposes. As such, 1f authenti-
cation 1s required at step 403, at step 404 authentication 1s
provided. Such authentication may be provided by many well
known methods. For example, such authentication may be
provided by a user by pressing a series of buttons on a keypad
of a telephone connected to TA 302. Alternatively, a password
may be entered into a computer or other device connected to
the TA. Once authentication has been provided, if required,
then at step 405, the user profile settings are transferred to the
flash drive. Next at step 406, the user travels to visiting office
310A having office telephone 310 and visiting TA 311. In
order to 1mitiate a roaming session, at step 407 the user inserts
the flash drive contaiming user profile data into the TA 311 or
telephone 310 and, at step 408, it 1s determined whether
authentication 1s required. Once any necessary authentication
1s provided at step 409, then at step 410 the user profile data
1s transierred from the tlash drive to the visiting TA 311. One
skilled 1n the art will recognize that this transfer may be
iitiated automatically or manually by the user. At step 411,
visiting TA 311 sends a registration message to the CCE
and/or registration database in the VoIP network. Once the
CCE/registration database receives the message, at step 412
the user’s telephone number 1s associated with an IP address
of the TA 311 so that, when any new calls arrive for the user,
at step 413 they will be forwarded automatically to the visit-
ing TA 311. Thus, all user local and network configuration
settings are transferred to the visiting TA 311 and all calls
destined for the user’s telephone number will be directed
instead to the visiting TA 311. In this way, the user can then
place and recetrve calls as 11 that user was located at a home
telephone location.

The foregoing Detailed Description 1s to be understood as
being 1n every respect illustrative and exemplary, but not
restrictive, and the scope of the mvention disclosed herein 1s
not to be determined from the Detailed Description, but rather
from the claims as interpreted according to the full breadth
permitted by the patent laws. It 1s to be understood that the
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embodiments shown and described herein are only illustra-
tive of the principles of the present invention and that various
modifications may be implemented by those skilled 1n the art
without departing from the scope and spirit of the invention.
Other arrangements will also be obvious to those skilled in the
art. For example, as discussed above, while the principles of
the present invention are discussed herein 1n association with
the wired voice networks, the principles of the present inven-
tion can be used with any method of communication. Those
skilled 1n the art could implement various other feature com-
binations without departing from the scope and spirit of the
ivention.
The mvention claimed 1s:
1. A system comprising;:
a visiting telephony adapter having a unmiversal serial bus
port:
for recerving an authentication before receiving user
profile data;

for recerving the user profile data from a universal serial
bus memory device, wherein the user profile data
comprises a telephone number associated with a
home telephony adapter, a first setting for a call for-
warding feature, a second setting for a caller identifi-
cation feature, a third setting for a call waiting feature,
and a fourth setting for a three-way calling feature,
wherein the home telephony adapter 1s for transier-
ring the user profile data to the universal serial bus
memory device after receiving an authentication for
transierring the user profile data to the umiversal serial
bus memory device, wherein the authentication for
transierring the user profile data to the universal serial
bus memory device comprises a password;

for transmitting a registration message to a call control
clement, the registration message comprising a
request to associate the telephone number associated
with the home telephony adapter with an internet
protocol address associated with the visiting tele-
phony adapter, wherein the registration message 1s for
causing a network configuration setting to be trans-
ferred to the visiting telephony adapter; and

for recerving the forwarded telephone call, wherein the
forwarded telephone call was destined for the tele-
phone number associated with the home telephony
adapter.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the call control element

1S:

for authenticating the registration message; and

for associating the telephone number associated with the
home telephony adapter with the Internet protocol
address associated with the visiting telephony adapter.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the home telephony

adapter 1s geographically separated from the visiting tele-
phony adapter.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the user profile data

further comprises at least one of:

a fifth setting for aring tone selection feature, a sixth setting
for a display feature, and a seventh setting for a tele-
phone book information feature.

5. A method comprising:

receving, by a visiting telephony adapter having a univer-
sal serial bus port, an authentication before receiving
user profile data;

recerving, by the visiting telephony adapter, the user profile
data from a universal serial bus memory device, wherein
the user profile data comprises a telephone number asso-
ciated with a home telephony adapter, a first setting for a
call forwarding feature, a second setting for a caller
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identification feature, a third setting for a call waiting
feature, and a fourth setting for a three-way calling fea-
ture, wherein the home telephony adapter 1s for trans-
ferring the user profile data to the universal serial bus
memory device after receiving an authentication for
transterring the user profile data to the universal serial
bus memory device, wherein the authentication for
transterring the user profile data to the universal serial
bus memory device comprises a password;

transmitting, by the visiting telephony adapter, a registra-
tion message to a call control element, the registration
message comprising a request to associate the telephone
number associated with the home telephony adapter
with an internet protocol address associated with the
visiting telephony adapter, wherein the registration mes-
sage 1s Tor causing a network configuration setting to be
transierred to the visiting telephony adapter; and

receiving, by the visiting telephony adapter, the forwarded
telephone call, wherein the forwarded telephone call
was destined for the telephone number associated with
the home telephony adapter.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the home telephony
adapter 1s geographically separated from the visiting tele-
phony adapter.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the call control element
1s for:

authenticating the registration message; and

associating the telephone number associated with the home
telephony adapter with the internet protocol address
associated with the visiting telephony adapter.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the registration message
turther comprises authentication information and wherein the
authenticating the registration message 1s based on the
authentication information.

9. The method of claim 5, wherein the user profile data
turther comprises at least one of:

a fifth setting for a ring tone selection feature, a sixth setting
for a display feature, and a seventh setting for a tele-
phone book information feature.

10. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing a
plurality of instructions which, when executed by a processor,
cause the processor to perform operation for recerving user
profile data by a visiting telephony adapter having a universal
serial bus port, the operations comprising:
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recerving an authentication before recerving the user pro-
file data;

recerving the user profile data from a universal serial bus
memory device, wherein the user profile data comprises
a telephone number associated with a home telephony
adapter, a first setting for a call forwarding feature, a
second setting for a caller identification feature, a third
setting for a call waiting feature, and a fourth setting for
a three-way calling feature, wherein the home telephony
adapter 1s for transferring the user profile data to the
universal serial bus memory device alter receving an
authentication for transierring the user profile data to the
universal serial bus memory device, wherein the authen-
tication for transierring the user profile data to the uni-
versal serial bus memory device comprises a password;

transmitting a registration message to a call control ele-
ment, wherein the registration message comprises a
request to associate the telephone number associated
with the home telephony adapter with an internet proto-
col address associated with the wvisiting telephony
adapter, wherein the registration message 1s for causing,
a network configuration setting to be transierred to the
visiting telephony adapter; and

recerving the forwarded telephone call, wherein the for-
warded telephone call was destined for the telephone
number associated with the home telephony adapter.

11. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
10, wherein the user profile data further comprises at least one
of:

a fifth setting for a ring tone selection feature, a sixth setting
for a display feature, and a seventh setting for a tele-
phone book information feature.

12. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
11, wherein the transmitting the registration message causes
the visiting telephony adapter to be registered 1n a network
and informs the network that the first setting, the second
setting, the third setting and the fourth setting are maintained.

13. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
12, wherein the network comprises a voice over internet
protocol network.

14. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
10, wherein the home telephony adapter i1s geographically
separated from the visiting telephony adapter.
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