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1
BLADE PIVOT MECHANISM

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a blade pivot mechanism
for a work vehicle, and more particularly to a blade pivot
mechanism having a bushing bolt for limiting axial play.

BACKGROUND

Both wheeled and tracked work vehicles, such as a bull-
dozer, may include a PAT (power angle t1lt) blade for pushing,
shearing, carrying, and spreading dirt and other material.
Hydraulic cylinders are often used to control the ornentation
of the blade relative to the ground. Spherical bearings coupled
between the hydraulic cylinders and the blade allow for the
adjustment of the angle, tilt, and pitch of the blade. However,
axial play 1n the spherical bearing has been found to reduce
the precision of the blade control. In systems utilizing inte-
grated grade control, the axial play of the spherical bearing
may cause the control system to repeatedly correct the posi-
tion of the blade, resulting 1n increased wear on the spherical
bearing, the blade, and the blade control mechanisms. Fur-
ther, replacement of the spherical bearing leads to significant
vehicle downtime.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, a
work vehicle 1s provided with a frame and a blade movably
coupled to the frame with a pivot mechanism. The pivot
mechanism includes a mounting bracket coupled to the blade,
the mounting bracket including a first coupling member and a
second coupling member. The pivot mechanism includes a
shaft having a first end and a second end opposite the first end,
the shaft having a substantially spherical portion axially fix-
edly positioned between the first and second ends, the sub-
stantially spherical portion having an outer bearing surface,
the first end coupled to the first coupling member and the
second end coupled to the second coupling member. The
pivot mechanism turther includes a bushing movably coupled
to the substantially spherical portion of the shatt, the bushing
having an inner bearing surface configured to cooperate with
the outer bearing surface of the substantially spherical portion
ol the shaft to enable movement of the blade relative to the
frame of the work vehicle.

According to another embodiment of the present disclo-
sure, a work vehicle 1s provided including a chassis, a blade
movably coupled to the chassis, and a mounting bracket
coupled to the blade and having a first coupling member and
a second coupling member. The work vehicle includes at least
one bearing assembly coupled to the first and second coupling
members of the mounting bracket. The at least one bearing,
assembly includes a shait having a first end and a second end
and 1ncluding a substantially spherical portion fixedly posi-
tioned relative to the first and second ends, the first end being
fastened to the first coupling member and the second end
being fastened to the second coupling member such that the
substantially spherical portion 1s fixedly positioned relative to
the blade, and a bushing coupled to the substantially spherical
portion of the shaft. The work vehicle further includes a
cylinder coupled to the at least one bearing assembly and
configured to provide an input to the blade to adjust the
position of the blade.

According to yet another embodiment of the present dis-
closure, amethod of mounting a blade to a chassis of a vehicle
1s provided, the vehicle including a cylinder coupled to the
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chassis for manipulating a position of the blade. The method
includes the steps of providing a bearing assembly including
a bushing and a shafit, the shaft having a first coupling end, a
second coupling end located opposite the first coupling end,
and a substantially spherical portion fixedly positioned
between the first and second coupling ends that receives the
bushing, coupling an end of the cylinder to the bearing assem-
bly, and fastening the bearing assembly to the blade, the
substantially spherical portion of the shait being axially fix-
edly positioned relative to at least one of the blade and the
cylinder.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above-mentioned and other features and advantages of
the mvention, and the manner of attaining them, will become
more apparent and the disclosure 1tself will be better under-
stood by reference to the following description taken 1n con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary work vehicle having an
adjustable blade;

FIG. 21llustrates the adjustable blade of the work vehicle of
FIG. 1 coupled to a blade linkage;

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary pivot mechanism for the
blade of the work vehicle of FIG. 1, the pivot mechanism
including a bearing assembly;

FI1G. 4 1llustrates the bearing assembly of the pivot mecha-
nism of FIG. 3, the bearing assembly including a bolt, a
bushing, and a seal;

FIG. 5A illustrates the bolt of the bearing assembly of FIG.
4;

FIG. 3B 1llustrates the bushing of the bearing assembly of
FIG. 4;

FIG. 5C 1llustrates the seal of the bearing assembly of FIG.
4: and

FIG. 6 1llustrates another exemplary pivot mechanism for
the blade of the work vehicle of FIG. 1.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views. The exemplifications
set out herein 1llustrate exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tion, and such exemplifications are not to be construed as
limiting the scope of the mvention in any manner.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments disclosed herein are not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the disclosure to the precise forms
disclosed 1n the following detailed description. Rather, the
embodiments are chosen and described so that others skilled
in the art may utilize their teachings.

Referring initially to FIG. 1, an exemplary work vehicle 1n
the form of a bulldozer 10 1s provided. Bulldozer 10 includes
a chassis 12 and a ground engaging mechamism 14. Ground
engaging mechanism 14 may include any device capable of
supporting and propelling chassis 12. For example, ground
engaging mechanism 14 may include belts, such as friction or
positively driven rubber belts, or steel tracks, as illustrated in
FIG. 1. Ground engaging mechanism 14 may alternatively
include wheels. Bulldozer 10 includes a blade 16 forwardly
mounted to chassis 12 for pushing, shearing, carrying, and
spreading dirt and other material. Although the vehicle 1s
illustrated and described herein as bulldozer 10, the vehicle
may include any type of vehicle having a blade, including
motor graders and other known vehicles with blades.

Bulldozer 10 1s configured to raise and lower blade 16
relative to chassis 12. In the illustrated embodiment, bull-
dozer 10 includes a blade linkage 18 and at least one hydraulic
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l1ft cylinder 20 for raising and lowering blade 16. Hydraulic
lift cylinder 20 1s coupled between blade linkage 18 and
chassis 12, and blade 16 1s coupled to blade linkage 18. In one
embodiment, blade linkage 18 1s 1n the form of a C-frame
structure that 1s pivotally coupled to chassis 12. In operation,
as hydraulic lift cylinder 20 1s extended or retracted, blade
linkage 18, and blade 16 attached thereto, are raised and
lowered relative to chassis 12.

Bulldozer 10 may also be configured to adjust the angle,
pitch, and tilt of blade 16. Referring to FIG. 2, the angle of
blade 16 concerns movement of one end (e.g. end 16a) of
blade 16 forward, corresponding with movement of the oppo-
site end (e.g. end 16b) of blade 16 rearward. The pitch of
blade 16 involves movement of a top edge 16¢ of blade 16
forward and rearward with respect to a lower edge 164 of
blade 16 so as to change the angle at which blade 16 intersects
level ground. The tilt of blade 16 1nvolves raising and lower-

ing one end (e.g. end 16a) of blade 16 relative to the opposite
end (e.g. end 165) of blade 16.

As illustrated 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, blade 16 1s coupled to blade
linkage 18 by a pitch cylinder 28 for adjusting the pitch of
blade 16 and angling cylinders 24 and 24' for adjusting the
angle of blade 16. However, blade 16 may be coupled to blade
linkage 18 by any number of cylinders configured to adjust
the angle and/or pitch of blade 16. Bulldozer 10 may also
include a tilt cylinder (not shown) or another suitable mecha-
nism for adjusting the tilt of blade 16. Pitch cylinder 28 and
angling cylinders 24 and 24' are illustratively coupled to blade
16 via pivot mechanisms 40 having bearing assemblies. See,
for example, bearing assembly 56 of pivot mechanism 40
illustrated 1n FIGS. 3-6 and described herein.

A pivot joint 22 illustratively extends from blade linkage
18 and 1s coupled to the bottom portion of blade 16 along
central axis 26. In one embodiment, pivot joint 22 1s a spheri-
cal bearing. Central axis 26 1s contained within a vertical
plane that extends through bulldozer 10 from back to front
and that divides bulldozer 10, including blade 16, into right
and left halves.

Angling cylinders 24 and 24' are configured to angle blade
16 relative to blade linkage 18 about pivot joint 22. As dis-
cussed above, angling cylinders 24 and 24' are configured to
move one end (e.g. 16a) of blade 16 forward, corresponding
to movement of the opposite end (e.g. 165) of blade 16 rear-
ward. Angling cylinders 24 and 24' are illustratively double
acting hydraulic cylinders, although multiple single acting
hydraulic cylinders or similar devices may also be used. Both
angling cylinders 24, 24" are offset from central axis 26 such
that one angling cylinder 24 1s coupled to blade 16 to the righ
of central axis 26 and the other angling cylinder 24' 1s coupled
to blade 16 to the left of central axis 26. In operation, as one
angling cylinder 24 extends, the other angling cylinder 24'
retracts, and vice versa.

Pitch cylinder 28 1s configured to pitch blade 16 forward
and backward relative to blade linkage 18 about pivotjoint 22.
Pitch cylinder 28 1s illustratively a double acting hydraulic
cylinder, although multiple single acting hydraulic cylinders
or stmilar devices may also be used. Hydraulic pitch cylinder
28 1s located between blade 16 and blade linkage 18 and 1s
illustratively aligned with central axis 26. In operation,
hydraulic pitch cylinder 28 may control the pitch of blade 16
from top edge 16¢ of blade 16. More specifically, as pitch
cylinder 28 extends, blade 16 pivots forward about p1vot joint
22 away from chassis 12. As pitch cylinder 28 retracts, blade
16 pivots backward about pivot joint 22 toward chassis 12.

Referring to FIG. 3, an exemplary pivot mechanism 40
configured to couple blade 16 to blade linkage 18 1s shown.
Pivot mechanism 40 provides a pivot point for blade 16 and
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allows blade 16 to pivot in multiple directions without restric-
tion relative to blade linkage 18. Pivot mechanism 40 includes
a cylinder 52, a bearing assembly 56, and a mounting bracket
50, each of which 1s described further below.

Cylinder 52 may correspond to any of pitch cylinder 28,
angling cylinders 24 and 24', and tilt cylinders, for example.
Cylinder 52 1s coupled to mounting bracket 50 via bearing
assembly 56. In particular, cylinder 52 includes a coupling
portion 70 having an inner opening 72 configured to receive
bearing assembly 36.

Mounting bracket 50 includes a pair of ears or lugs 60a,
605 spaced apart from each other and extending from a back
plate 51. Bearing assembly 56 1s configured to fasten to lugs
60a, 60b. Lugs 60a, 605 cach include an opening (not shown)
extending between opposing flat surfaces 62a, 625 for receiv-
ing a fastener, such as one of fasteners 64a, 64b. In one
embodiment, lugs 60a, 606 extend perpendicularly from back
plate 51. In the illustrated embodiment, lugs 60a, 605 arc
integrally formed with back plate 51, although lugs 60a, 605
may alternatively be fastened or welded to back plate 51.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 4, bearing assembly 36 includes a
bushing bolt or shait 100, a bushing 104, and at least one seal
106. Shaft 100 includes a first end 112 and a second end 114
located opposite first end 112. Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5A,
first end 112 and second end 114 each include a curved outer
surface 134 extending between opposing flat surfaces 118a,
11856. Outer surface 134 may alternatively be a flat or other
suitably shaped surface. Shaft 100 further includes openings
110 formed at first and second ends 112, 114 and extending,
entirely through shait 100 between flat surfaces 118a, 1185.
Each of opemings 110 1s 1llustratively cylindrical 1in shape for
receiving one of fasteners 64a, 645.

Referring to FI1G. 3, first and second ends 112, 114 of shait
100 are coupled to lugs 60a, 605 of mounting bracket 50 via
fasteners 64a, 64b. In particular, fasteners 64a, 64b are
received by opemings 110 of shatt 100 and by the openings in
lugs 60a, 606 to couple bearing assembly 36 to mounting
bracket 50. In the 1llustrated embodiment, fasteners 64a, 645
are each comprised of a bolt 65, a fastening nut 66, and
optionally one or more washers 68. Flat surfaces 62a, 625 of
lugs 60a, 605 are configured to cooperate with flat surfaces
118a, 1186 of shait 100 to prevent rotation of shait 100
between lugs 60a, 605. In the 1llustrated embodiment, the
design of bearing assembly 56 1s substantially symmetrical
such that each flat surface 118a, 11856 of eachend 112, 114 of
shaft 100 1s configured to couple to either lug 60a, 60b.
Theretore, shatt 100 may be secured to lugs 60a, 605 with end
112 orniented upward or downward. Similarly, bearing assem-
bly 56 may be coupled against either of tlat surfaces 62a, 6256
of lugs 60a, 605. Therelore, shaft 100 may be coupled against
the nght or left side of lugs 60a, 60b.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5A, shaft 100 includes a spherical
portion 102 fixedly positioned between first and second ends
112 and 114. Asillustrated 1n FIG. SA, spherical portion 102
includes a spherical outer surface 130 and a circumierentially
extending channel 132. In the illustrated embodiment, spheri-
cal portion 102 1s integrally formed with shait 100. However,
spherical portion 102 may alternatively be a separate compo-
nent ol bearing assembly 56 that 1s fastened 1n a fixed axial
position between first and second ends 112 and 114.

Bushing 104 of bearing assembly 56 1s positioned onto
spherical portion 102 of shatt 100. Bushing 104 1s configured
to move angularly and rotationally relative to spherical por-
tion 102 while remaining fixed axially relative to spherical
portion 102. Referring to FIG. 5B, bushing 104 includes an
inner surface 124 that serves as a bearing surface to cooperate
with spherical outer surface 130 of shatt 100. Inner surface
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124 1s 1llustratively spherical in shape. One or more holes 108
in bushing 104 allow for the lubrication of the bearing area
between mner surface 124 of bushing 104 and spherical outer
surface 130 of spherical portion 102 of shatt 100. In the
illustrated embodiment, a plurality of grooves 126 formed
within spherical inner surface 124 are configured to receive
the lubricant (e.g. o1l) that 1s mnserted through holes 108 to
reduce the friction between bushing 104 and spherical portion
102. Stmilarly, channel 132 of shaft 100 1s also configured to
receive the lubricant to reduce the friction between bushing,
104 and spherical portion 102. Bushing 104 further includes
a circumierential channel 116. In one embodiment, channel
116 engages an inner ridge of coupling portion 70 of cylinder
52 (FIG. 3).

In one embodiment, bushing 104 and shait 100 are com-
prised ol a steel material, although other suitable materials
may be used. An exemplary bearing assembly 56 1s Model
No. BLR-0243-2LS available from SKF USA Inc. located in
Lansdale, Pa.

A circumierential seat 122 1s illustratively formed at each
end of bushing 104 for recetving a seal 106. Seal 106, 11lus-
trated 1 FIG. 3C, 1s configured to contain the lubricant
located between bushing 104 and spherical portion 102 and to
reduce the likelihood of dust and other debris reaching the
bearing area. Seal 106 1llustratively includes a circumieren-
t1al ridge 128 configured to engage seat 122 of bushing 104
for coupling seal 106 to bushing 104. In the illustrated
embodiment, bearing assembly 56 includes two seals 106,
one at either end of bushing 104.

Referring again to FIG. 3, inner opening 72 of cylinder 52
1s s1zed to receive bushing 104 of bearing assembly 56. In one
embodiment, channel 116 of bushing 104 serves to align
bushing 104 with a ridge (not shown) 1n inner opening 72 of
coupling portion 70. In the illustrated embodiment, bushing
104 1s fixedly positioned within inner opening 72 of cylinder
52. A snap ring 120 1s positioned within inner opening 72
adjacent to bushing 104 and seal 106 of bearing assembly 56.
In one embodiment, snap ring 120 1s substantially c-shaped.
Snap ring 120 may be deformed or compressed to fit within
inner opeming 72. In one embodiment, upon insertion nto
inner opemng 72, snap ring 120 expands into engagement
with an iner groove (not shown) of coupling portion 70 of
cylinder 52 to hold snap ring 120 against bushing 104. In the
1llustrated embodiment, snap ring 120 serves to hold seal 106
against bushing 104 within coupling portion 70 while also
providing a redundant seal around the circumierence of bush-
ing 104. In one embodiment, snap ring 120 further facilitates
securing bushing 104 to coupling portion 70. In the illustrated
embodiment, two snap rings 120 are provided, one at either
end of bushing 104 within opening 72.

When assembled via bearing assembly 356, blade 16 1s
configured to move angularly and rotationally relative to link-
age 18 while remaining fixed axially relative to linkage 18.

Mounting bracket 30 may be configured to hold multiple
cylinders for controlling blade 16, as illustrated in FIG. 6.
Referring to FIG. 6, pivot mechanism 40 includes a second
cylinder 54 coupled to mounting bracket 50. Each of cylin-
ders 52 and 54 may provide for different movement of blade
16. For example, second cylinder 54 may provide angling
motion for blade 16, while cylinder 52 may provide tilting
motion for blade 16. Cylinders 52 and 54 may provide other
blade movement combinations including pitching motion for
blade 16.

In the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 6, mounting bracket
50 includes a pair of lugs 78 each having a flat surface 80 that
1s substantially parallel to mounting plate 51. A bearing
assembly 58, illustratively having the same design as bearing
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assembly 56 of FIGS. 3-5C, 1s fastened against flat surfaces
80 of lugs 78 via fasteners 65. In one embodiment, fasteners
65 cach include a bolt that protrudes through blade 16 and that
receives a lastening nut on the opposite side of blade 16.
Other suitable fasteners 65 may be provided for coupling
bearing assembly 56 to lugs 78.

In one embodiment, pivot mechanism 40 1s utilized on a
work vehicle equipped with integrated grade control. Inte-
grated grade control controls the position of a blade automati-
cally by monitoring its position using global positioning sys-
tem (GPS) technology. In one embodiment, blade 16 may be
configured to have six-way action control, including control
of the angle, tilt, pitch, raise/lower, forward/backward, and
side-to-s1ide movement.

Bearing assembly 36 and mounting bracket 50 of pivot
mechanism 40 may be utilized to provide a pivoting mecha-
nism 1n other applications. Bearing assembly 56 and mount-
ing bracket 50 may be used with any vehicle implement or
work tool that 1s movable (e.g. raise, angle, tilt, pitch, etc.)
relative to the chassis of the vehicle. For example, bearing
assembly 56 and mounting bracket 50 may be used on a
production truck having a pivoting bed or on a loader having
a pivoting bucket.

While this mvention has been described as having pre-
terred designs, the present invention can be further modified
within the spirit and scope of this disclosure. This application
1s therefore intended to cover any variations, uses, or adapta-
tions of the invention using its general principles. Further, this
application 1s intended to cover such departures from the
present disclosure as come within known or customary prac-
tice 1n the art to which this disclosure pertains and which fall
within the limits of the appended claims.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A work vehicle with a frame and a blade movably
coupled to the frame with a pivot mechanism, the pivot
mechanism mcluding:

a mounting bracket coupled to the blade, the mounting
bracket including a first coupling member and a second
coupling member;

a shait having a first end and a second end opposite the first
end, the first and second ends positioned along a longi-
tudinal axis of the shaft, the shaft having a substantially
spherical portion axially fixedly positioned between the
first and second ends, and the substantially spherical
portion having an outer bearing surface, the first cou-
pling member of the mounting bracket having a first
opening extending 1n a direction normal to the longitu-
dinal axis of the shait and the first end of the shaft being
coupled to the first coupling member, and the second
coupling member of the mounting bracket having a sec-
ond opening extending 1n a direction normal to the lon-
gitudinal axis and the second end of the shait being
coupled to the second coupling member;

a first fastener received through the first end of the shaft and
the first coupling member, wherein the first fastener
extends 1n a direction normal to the longitudinal axis of
the shaft and parallel to the first opening 1n the first
coupling member;

a second fastener recerved through the second end of the
shaft and the second coupling member, wherein the sec-
ond fastener extends 1n a direction normal to the longi-
tudinal axis of the shait and parallel to the second open-
ing in the second coupling member; and

a bushing movably coupled to the substantially spherical
portion of the shaft, the bushing having an inner bearing
surface configured to cooperate with the outer bearing
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surface of the substantially spherical portion of the shaft
to enable movement of the blade relative to the frame of
the work vehicle.

2. The work vehicle of claim 1, wherein the first end and the
second end of the shatt are each configured to mount to either
of the first and second coupling members.

3. The work vehicle of claim 2, wherein the first and second
ends of the shait each include a substantially flat surface
configured to engage a corresponding substantially flat sur-
face of one of the first and second coupling members of the
mounting bracket.

4. The work vehicle of claim 3, wherein the mounting
bracket includes a mounting plate fixedly coupled to the
blade, each of the first and second coupling members protrud-
ing outwardly from the mounting plate to define the first and
second openings for receiving one of the first and second
fasteners.

5. The work vehicle of claim 4, wherein each substantially
flat surface of the first and second coupling members 1s sub-
stantially parallel to the mounting plate, each of the first and
second fasteners extending through the blade.

6. The work vehicle of claim 4, wherein each substantially
flat surface of the first and second coupling members 1s sub-
stantially perpendicular to the mounting plate.

7. The work vehicle of claim 1, wherein the bushing 1s
configured to move rotationally and angularly relative to the
substantially spherical portion of the shatt.

8. The work vehicle of claim 7, wherein engagement of the
inner bearing surface of the bushing with the outer bearing
surface of the substantially spherical portion of the shaft
substantially limits axial movement of the bushing relative to
the shaft.

9. The work vehicle of claim 1, further comprising a
hydraulic cylinder coupled to the bushing and configured to
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provide an mnput to the blade to adjust a position of the blade,
the hydraulic cylinder including a coupling portion having an
iner surface forming an opening for recerving the bushing.

10. The work vehicle of claim 9, wherein an outer surface
of the bushing includes a circumierential channel configured
to engage a ridge of the 1inner surface of the cylinder.

11. The work vehicle of claim 9, further comprising a
circumierential seal coupled to at least one end of the bushing
and configured to seal a lubricant located between the bushing
and the substantially spherical portion.

12. The work vehicle of claim 11, further comprising a
snap ring positioned adjacent to the seal within the opening of
the coupling portion of the hydraulic cylinder and configured
to hold the seal within the coupling portion of the hydraulic
cylinder.

13. The work vehicle of claim 11, wherein the bushing
includes a lubrication hole extending from the inner bearing
surface to the outer surface of the bushing, the inner bearing
surface of the bushing including a plurality of grooves con-
figured to recerve the lubricant injected through the lubrica-
tion hole.

14. The work wvehicle of claim 1, wherein the first and
second ends of the shaft are integral with the spherical portion

of the shatt.

15. The work vehicle of claim 1, wherein the first opening
of the first coupling member simultaneously receives the first
end of the shait as the second opening of the second coupling
member receives the second end of the shatt.

16. The work vehicle of claim 1, wherein the first and
second fasteners inhibit movement of the shatt relative to the
mounting bracket.
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