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PORTABLE DATA MANAGEMENT USING
RULE DEFINITIONS

BACKGROUND

Data quality monitoring tools allow a user to define data
rules describing conditions that data should fulfill to meet
predefined quality standards or describing how data 1s trans-
formed from a source to a target. A data rule 1s typically an
expression describing a condition or a transformation that can
involve one or more column or one or more variables. Data
rules can be complex and usually use alanguage, such as SQL
or a proprietary language to define the logic of the data rule.
For example, a typical data rule expressions could be:
“EMPLOYEE.AGE>0", specifying that the column AGE of

the table EMPLOYEE must have positive values, or
“EMPLOYEE.ID UNIQUE” specifying that each value 1n the

column ID must be unique, or even more complex conditions,
such as “IF CUSTOMERS.AGE<18 THEN
CUSTOMERS.MARITAL_STATUS=‘child’” speciiying
that depending on the value of a specific column, the value of
another column 1s constrained.

As may be seen, data rules are usually bound to the physical
names of the sources upon which they operate. Thus, in
existing solutions, the definition of the rule contains the name
of the tables or columns upon which the rule 1s applied. In the
example above, the data rule “EMPLOYEE.AGE>0" implies
that the column being tested 1s a column named AGE con-
tained 1n a table EMPLOYEE. In conventional solutions, data
rules are not generally defined to be portable. That 1s, 11 a user
decides to apply a given data rule on a different column, then

the data rule needs to be redefined. Therefore, 11 a user wants
to apply the original data rule, “EMPLOYEE.AGE>0,” to a

new column of data such as “PRODUCTS.WEIGHT,” the
user must redefine the original data rule to include the new
location of the data. A new data rule—“PRODUCTS.
WEIGHT>0"—must be created. Additionally, as may be
appreciated, the new data rule 1s not related to the original
data rule.

In like manner, 11 a user decides to apply the original data
rule against a different value then the data rule needs to be
redefined. Therefore, 11 a user wants to apply the original data
rule, “EMPLOYEE.AGE>0,” to a new value such as “65,” the

user must redefine the original data rule to include the new
value. A new data rule—"“EMPLOYEE.AGE>65," “—must

be created. Additionally, as above, the new data rule 1s not
related to the original data rule.

Theretfore, systems and methods for portable data manage-
ment are presented herein.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Embodiments for methods, systems, and computer pro-
gram products for creating and managing a portable data rule
using an electronic computing device are presented includ-
ing: causing the electronic computing device to create a rule
definition, the causing the electronic computing device to
create the rule definition including, defining an expression by
a user, where the expression defines a logic of a rule, causing
the electronic computing device to parse the expression into a
set or list of logical variables associated with the expression,
causing the electronic computing device to identify the logi-
cal varniable, and causing the electronic computing device to
store the rule definition, where the rule definition includes the
expression and the logical variable. In some embodiments,
the causing the electronic computing device to 1dentity the
logical variable includes: causing the electronic computing
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2

device to return a name of the logical variable; and causing the
clectronic computing device to return an expected type of the
logical variable. In some embodiments, the identifying the
logical variable further includes: causing the electronic com-
puting device to return a default binding target. In some
embodiments, method further includes: before the causing
the electronic computing device to store the rule definition,
validating the rule definition, the validating the rule definition
including, creating a temporary rule executable, executing the
temporary rule executable, and 1f the executing the temporary
rule executable 1s not valid, returning to the defining the
expression by the user. In some embodiments, the temporary
rule executable includes: a reference to a rule definition; a
temporary binding list, where the temporary binding list
includes, a temporary name of the logical variable, a tempo-
rary type of the logical variable, and a temporary binding
target of the logical variable. In some embodiments, the rule
executable includes: a reference to a rule definition; a binding
list, where the binding list includes, the name of the logical
variable, a type of the logical variable, and a binding target for
the logical vanable.

The foregoing presents a simplified summary of some
embodiments of the imvention 1n order to provide a basic
understanding of the invention. This summary 1s not an exten-
stve overview of the mvention. It 1s not intended to 1dentily
key/critical elements of the invention or to delineate the scope
of the invention. Its sole purpose 1s to present some embodi-
ments of the invention in a simplified form as a prelude to the
more detailed description that 1s presented below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention 1s illustrated by way of example, and
not by way of limitation, in the figures of the accompanying
drawings and 1n which like reference numerals refer to similar
clements and 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s anillustrative representation of an archutecture for
managing portable data rules 1n accordance with embodi-
ments of the present mnvention;

FIG. 2 1s an1llustrative representation of a logical structure
for a rule definition 1n accordance with embodiments of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 1s an1illustrative representation of a logical structure
for a rule executable 1n accordance with embodiments of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 1s an 1llustrative representation of a logical structure
for a rule set in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 5 1s an illustrative flowchart of methods for creating a
rule definition 1n accordance with embodiments of the present
imnvention;

FIG. 6 1s anillustrative flowchart of methods for managing,
a rule executable 1n accordance with embodiments of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 1s an illustrative representation of a system for
creating and managing portable data in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 8 1s an 1llustrative representation of a hardware envi-
ronment 1 accordance with embodiments of the present
ivention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As will be appreciated by one skilled 1n the art, the present
invention may be embodied as a system method or computer
program product. Accordingly, the present mmvention may
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take the form of an entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely
soltware embodiment (including firmware, resident software,
micro-code, etc.) or an embodiment combining software and
hardware aspects that may all generally be referred to herein
as a “circuit,” “module” or “system.” Furthermore, the
present invention may take the form of a computer program
product embodied 1 one or more computer readable
medium(s) having computer readable program code embod-
ied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory ), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or 1n connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, 1n baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that 1s not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or 1n connection with an 1nstruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written 1n any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including,
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone soiftware package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described below with
reference to flowchart i1llustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the mvention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart i1llustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the tlow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
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4

mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program 1nstructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program mstructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored 1n the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the mstructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified 1in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams 1n the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation ol possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s). It should
also be noted that, 1n some alternative implementations, the
functions noted 1n the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown 1n succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
1llustration, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and/or tlowchart 1llustration, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the specified
functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions.

FIG. 1 1s an 1llustrative representation of architecture 100
for managing portable data rules 1n accordance with embodi-
ments of the present invention. As 1llustrated, user interface
102 may be utilized for managing I/O functions of the system.
In some embodiments, a user interface may be utilized for a
number of functions. For example, in embodiments, a rule
editor may be configured for defimng any number of rule
definitions. Utilizing a rule editor, a user may create or define
a rule definition and access an existing rule definition 1n
embodiments. When accessing an existing rule definition, a
user may additionally modily an existing rule definition in
embodiments. Rule definitions will be discussed 1n further
detail below for FIG. 2. As illustrated, user interface 102, via
a rule editor, may be 1n communication with rule repository
104. In embodiments, a rule repository may be utilized for
storing any number of rule definitions.

In embodiments, user interface 102 may be utilized to start
rule executables. Rule executables, in turn, may be generated
and executed on data processing engine 106. Rule
executables will be discussed in further detail below for FIG.
3. In other embodiments, user interface 102 may be utilized to
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view execution results. As illustrated, data processing engine
106 may be 1n communication with user interface 102 and
rule repository 104. Data processing engine 106 may be in
further communication with data store 108, which may be
configured for storing data upon which a rule executable
operates. In embodiments, data processing engine 106 may
be further configured to store statistics associated with data
processing events. These statistics may be displayed on user
interface 102 1n any manner known in the art without depart-
ing from the present invention.

FI1G. 2 1s an 1llustrative representation of a logical structure
tor rule definition 200 1n accordance with embodiments of the
present invention. As utilized herein, a rule definition
includes a logical definition of a rule without any assumption
as to a physical source or particular location where the rule
may be applied. For example, typically, a rule might be writ-
ten 1n the following manner:

EMPLOYEE.AGE>0

In this example, the rule 1s tied to a particular location. That
15, “EMPLOYEE. AGE” resolves the rule to a column “AGE”
for a table named “EMPLOYEE.” To eliminate references to
a particular location, a rule defimtion may be written 1n the
following manner:

age>()

In this example, the rule 1s not tied to a particular location.
Rather, “age,” in this example, 1s a logical variable. In some
examples, an even more generic rule may be written such as
“age>max_age,” where both “age” and “max_age” are logi-
cal variables. Returming to FIG. 2, rule definition 200 as
contemplated herein includes expression 202 and logical
variables 204. As illustrated, expression 202 includes logic
having a number of logical variables. In embodiments, any
number of logical variables may be utilized without departing
from the present mvention. In this example, the following
expression 1s 1llustrated:

IF age<1® THEN

profession="inactive” AND

marital status="child”

Thus, from expression 202, rule defimtion 200 includes
logical variables 204 identified and listed as age, profession,
and marital status. When a user creates or modifies a rule
definition, the user may utilize a rule editor to modily an
expression. A rule editor used to edit the expression of a rule
definition can be a simple text editor to edit the rule as a plain
text expression, or a more complex editor allowing the user to
drag and drop physical columns on the expressions without
departing from embodiments provided herein. When a user
incorporates physical columns to build a rule, those physical
columns may be automatically transformed from the expres-
sion 1into pure logical variables, while the reference to the
column 1tself can be automatically stored in the preferred
binding of the vanable to facilitate the creation of an execut-
able rule later. Once an expression 1s saved, the system parses
the expression and extracts a list of the logical variables
contained 1n 1t.

Identified logical variables may be listed and include name
206, expected type 208, and optionally, default binding target
210. Name 206 may be generally 1identified from expression
202. Expected type 208 may be utilized to indicate the type of
variable (1.e. numeric, string, etc.) expected for a correspond-
ing logical variable. An expected type of each logical variable
may be guessed by the system from the context of the expres-
s1on (for instance “age>0"" implies that age must be numeric,
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since 1t 1s compared to a numerical value). However, in some
embodiments, the type of variable may not have a standard
expected type. In those embodiments, an expected type may
be “ANY.” An “ANY” designation indicates that the field 1s
cifectively typeless or untyped. Thus, typed and untyped
ficlds may be supported 1n embodiments provided herein.
Default binding target 210 may be utilized to 1dentily a pre-
viously designated default location where a logical variable
may be found. In embodiments, default binding targets may
be previously defined by a user or administrator, or may be
defined from binding historical data.

It may be appreciated that a rule definition, as contem-
plated herein, 1s not an executable rule. That 1s, a rule defini-
tion 1s a logical representation of rule logic without reference
to an actual physical binding. Actual physical binding 1s
handled by arule executable discussed 1n further detail below.
Further, since lists of logical variables used by the rule defi-
nition may be summarized in a separate list, the list can be
retrieved easily by the system or any other component with-
out having to parse the logic of the expression.

FIG. 3 1s an1illustrative representation of a logical structure
for a rule executable 300 1n accordance with embodiments of
the present invention. As utilized herein, a rule executable 1s
a specific implementation of a rule definition. A rule execut-
able references a logical rule definition and defines binding
targets between each logical variable used in the definition
and the physical columns or tables where the rule should be
applied. In some embodiments, logical variables may be con-
stants. At least one difference over prior art solutions 1s that a
rule definition, as utilized herein, 1s not a rule that 1s execut-
able. A rule definition embodiment 1s a pure logical represen-
tation of the logic of the rule. On the other hand, a rule
executable, as utilized herein, references a rule definition to
make a rule definition executable by defining the physical
bindings. Physical bindings (1.e. binding targets) indicate
which physical artifact must be used for each logical variable
during execution. A rule executable cannot modily or over-
ride the logic of the rule, which 1s defined 1n the rule definition
only. As such, in some embodiments, several rule executables
may be utilized with different bindings for the same rule
definition.

As 1llustrated, rule executable 300 includes a rule defini-
tion reference 302. Rule definition reference 302 1s a pure
reference to a rule definition and not merely a copy of the rule
definition. Therefore rule executable 300 cannot override the
logic of the rule. As such, 11 a rule definition 1s changed, the
change impacts each rule executable referencing the rule
definition. Rule executable 300 further includes binding list
304 for each logical variable (see FIG. 2, 204) defined 1n rule
definition 200. Identified logical variables may be listed and
include name 306, type 308, and binding target 310. Binding
target 310 may be utilized to 1dentily a previously designated
default location where the logical variable may be found. In
embodiments, default binding targets may be previously
defined by a user or administrator or may be defined from
binding historical data. The binding of each logical variable
must be fully defined before the rule executable becomes
executable. In embodiments, logical variables may be bound
to a physical column, a physical table, a constant, a project
variable, and a system variable without limitation and without
departing from the present mmvention. In an example of a
physical table or column, a logical variable 1n an expression
may be replaced by a value of a column for an analyzed row
at execution time. In an example of a constant, a logical
variable 1n an expression may be replaced by a value of the
constant at execution time. In an example of a system or
project variable, a logical variable 1n an expression may be
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replaced by a value of the system or project variables. In some
embodiments, system or project variables are also logical
variables which are managed centrally at project or at system
level (similar to environment variables for an operating sys-
tem).

In some embodiments, rule executable 300 may further
include output specification 324 for determining how an out-
put 1s presented. Output specifications may provide, for
example, a list of columns or variables to include 1n an output.
In some embodiments, rule executable 300 may include join
conditions 322 for presenting how a binding target 1s utilized
to jo1n one or more tables during execution of the rule execut-
able. Join conditions provide information regarding how dii-
terent tables used 1n a binding must be joined together to form
one data set. For example, in embodiments, join conditions
may include a list of key pairs to use to join different tables. In
some embodiments, more than one join condition may be
required. In other embodiments, no join conditions may be
required. In some embodiments, rule executable 300 may
turther include runtime settings for determiming how the rule
executable will access the data store. For example, in embodi-
ments, runtime settings may provide a sampling rate to apply
on a data store.

In some embodiments, rule executable 300 may further
include execution history 320 for logging statistics of the
execution of the rule executable. Storing execution history 1n
a rule executable may be usetful for trend analysis or for
audits. In embodiments, statistics may include without limi-
tation: a run number, a run start date, a run start time, a run row
information, a run row pass percentage, a run ID, a user name,
a run duration, a total number of analyzed rows, and a vari-
ance to a predefined benchmark. In general, a benchmark 1s a
condition defined by a user to specily when a whole data set
or execution run should be considered as valid or not. An
example of a benchmark could be: 95% of the rows must pass
the rule. That 1s, the benchmark defines a tolerance of 5%
failures, betore the data source or run 1s classified as “bad.”
Benchmark definitions may be saved as part of a rule defini-
tion or as part of an executable rule in embodiments. Bench-
marks allow a system to take automatic actions when a com-
plete run doesn’t match the benchmark. Actions may include,
for example, notifying a user or aborting a job that 1s supposed
to load the data. If such a benchmark 1s defined 1n embodi-
ments, run statistics may include a variance to a pre-defined
benchmark.

For embodiments utilizing rule sets (where more than one
rule 1s tested against each record), statistics may include arule
set record pass percentage, a rule set row pass percentage, a
rule set standard deviation, a rule set row per rule pass per-
centage for providing a percentage of rows that passed or
tailed each rule composing a rule set, a rule set row rule fail
rate for providing the number of percentage of rows that failed
n rules of a rule set, a rule set rule association statistic for
describing what groups rules composing a rule set are failed
by the same record (e.g. rules of type: rule 1 and rule 3 are
failed together by 35% of the rows. I arow fails rule 1, 1t will
tail rule 3 with a probability of 65%), and a rule set row detail
result for providing a name of the rules failed by each tested
row (under the form of a table containing a row 1D, and a list
of violated rules).

As may be appreciated, data rules can include any number
of different types. In one embodiment, one type of data rule
can be a simple rule represented by an expression as presented
on FIG. 2. Different types of data rules using different tech-
nologies can be however used without changing the concept
of rule definition versus rule executable and without depart-
ing from embodiments herein. For instance, a learning
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machine that computes a predictive model or a neuronal net-
work may utilize benefits provided herein to predict or vali-
date events, instead of using hand-written expressions. When
seen from outside, the structure of a rule definition as pre-
sented 1 FIG. 2 may equally apply. Such a data rule would
still have a definition that would be a model or a matrix,
instead of an expression (202), and a list of input variables
(204) to bind. The concept of logical variables to bind and
executables 1s independent from the technology and the type
of data rules used.

FIG. 4 1s an 1llustrative representation of a logical structure
for a rule set 400 1n accordance with embodiments of the
present invention. As utilized herein, a rule set 1s made up of
a collection of several data rules. As i1llustrated, rule set 400
includes a number of rule defimitions 402. Each rule definition
has been created separately and has been stored in a rule
repository as a stand-alone vile definition. The rule set only
references them. Therefore the logic of the rule 1s defined by
referencing a list of rule definitions which will be executed
together 1n the same transaction. Each rule definition refer-
enced, 404 and 406, includes a list of logical variables to bind.
In the example presented, the first rule definition 402 of rule
set 400 includes three logical variables—age, profession, and
marital_status. The second rule definition 406 has two logical
variables—joined_acct and marnital_status. These logical
variables are private to the rule definitions composing the rule
set and are, therefore, not visible outside the rule set. To make
the private variables public, a rule set creates a public logical
variable list 410 of public logical variables by listing all of the
private logical variables of all internal rule definitions 1nto
one consistent set of public logical variables. In the example
illustrated, the five private logical variables from the rule
definitions 404 and 406 result 1n public logical variable list
410 of four public logical variables, because the two internal
rule definitions utilize the same variable, “marital status.”
Each of these public logical variables 1s bound internally 420
to at least one variable of at least one rule definition compos-
ing the rule set. An expected public type 414 of a public
logical variable must be compatible with the expected type of
the internal (and private) logical variable to which it may be
connected. Rule set 400 may optionally include public default
binding target 416. In some embodiments, there may be fewer
public logical variables than private variables, since each
public logical variable need only be internally bound to at
least one private variable. But there cannot be more public
logical variables than private logical variables, since; at most,
one public logical variable can be bound to each private
logical vanable.

Note that the strategy of how a public logical variable list 1s
created from private logical variables of the internal rule
definitions can be customizable. In some embodiments, one
might assume that variables of same name coming from dif-
terent rule definitions are the same variable. In some embodi-
ments, one could assume that variables coming from different
rules definitions should be treated as different variables to
bind separately, even 1f they have the same name. In other
embodiments, a user may modify a list of public logical
variables manually, by grouping separate variables together
or by splitting grouped variables into separate variables. As
stated above, a rule set 1s simply another type of logical rule,
where rule expressions are replaced by a list of referenced
rule definitions and an internal mapping table (i.e. binding
list). However, a public logical variable list would appear
substantially the same as with a rule definition so that an
executable could be created on a rule set in the same way an
executable 1s created on a rule definition. In addition, in
embodiments, a rule set can contain different rules of difter-
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ent types. That 1s, a rule set 1s not limited to expression based
rules only, but could also contain other rule sets, or rules of
other types.

FIG. 5 1s an illustrative tlowchart 500 of methods for cre-
ating a rule defimition 1n accordance with embodiments of the
present mvention. As utilized herein, a rule definition con-
tains a logical definition of a rule without any assumption as
to any physical source where the rule could be applied. When
a user creates or modifies a rule definition, the user may utilize
a rule editor to modify an expression. A rule editor used to edit
the expression of a rule defimition can be a simple text editor
to edit the rule as a plain text expression, or a more complex
editor allowing the user to drag and drop physical columns on
the expressions without departing from embodiments pro-
vided herein. When a user incorporates physical columns to
build a rule, those physical columns may be automatically
transformed from the expression into pure logical variables,
while the reference to the column 1tself can be automatically
stored 1n the preferred binding of the variable to facilitate the
creation of an executable rule later. Once an expression 1s
saved, the system parses the expression and extracts a list of
the logical variables contained 1n 1it.

Thus, at a first step 502, a user defines an expression where
the expression defines logic of a rule. In an embodiment,
defining an expression may be accomplished utilizing a rule
editor. In addition, 1n embodiments, a rule may be selected
from a list of rules. In other embodiments, an existing rule
may be modified. At a next step 504, the method parses the
expression. Parsing returns a list of elements such as a logical
variable associated with an expression that may be analyzed
for further use. At a next step 506, the method 1dentifies any
logical vanables. In embodiments, any number of logical
variables may be i1dentified without departing from the
present invention. In1dentitying logical variables, the method
may, in some embodiments, return names of the logical vari-
ables and return an expected type of the logical variables. An
expected type may be utilized to indicate the type of variable
(1.e. numeric, string, etc.) expected for a corresponding logi-
cal variable. However, 1n some embodiments, the type of
variable may not have a type. In those embodiments, a type
may be “ANY.” An “ANY” designation indicates that the field
1s elffectively typeless or untyped. Thus, typed and untyped
fields may be supported in embodiments provided herein. At
a next step 508, the method optionally defines default binding
targets. Default binding targets may be utilized to identify a
previously designated default location where a logical vari-
able may be found. In embodiments, default binding targets
may be previously defined by a user or administrator, or may
be defined from binding historical data.

At a next step 510, the method determines whether to
validate a created rule definition. If the method determines at
a step 510 not to validate the created rule definition, the
method continues to a step 520 to save the rule definition to a
rule repository, whereupon the method ends. I the method
determines at a step 510 to validate the created rule definition,
the method continues to a step 512 to create a temporary rule
executable which may, in some embodiments be configured
for operating on a representative data sample or a fictitious
data sample. Creating a rule executable will be discussed 1n
turther detail below for FIG. 5. In short, a temporary rule
executable includes a temporary reference to at least one rule
definition and a temporary binding list. The temporary bind-
ing list may include a temporary name of the logical variable,
a temporary type of the logical vanable and a temporary
binding target of the logical vaniable.

At a next step 514, the method executes the temporary rule
executable. At a next step 516, the method presents results to
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a user. In some embodiments, results may be presented via a
user interface. In other embodiments, results may be logged
to a file. At a next step 518, the method determines whether
results are valid. If the method determines at a step 518 that
results are valid, the method continues to a step 520 to save the
rule definition to a rule repository whereupon the method
ends. I the method determines at a step 518 that results are
not valid, the method continues to a step 502 to define an
expression where the expression defines logic of arule. In this
manner, data rules may be tested and corrected before actual
deployment.

FIG. 6 1s an illustrative flowchart 600 of methods for man-
aging a rule executable 1n accordance with embodiments of
the present ivention. As noted above, a rule executable 1s a
specific implementation of a rule definition. A rule executable
references a logical rule definition and defines binding targets
between each logical variable used 1n the definition and the
physical columns or tables where the rule should be applied.
In some embodiments, logical variables may be constants. At
least one difference over,prior art solutions is that a rule
definition, as utilized herein, 1s not a rule that 1s executable. A
rule definition embodiment is a pure logical representation of
the logic of the rule. On the other hand, a rule executable, as
utilized herein, references a rule definition to make a rule
definition executable by defining the physical bindings.
Physical bindings (1.e. binding targets ) indicate which physi-
cal artifact must be used for each logical variable during
execution. A rule executable cannot modily or override the
logic of the rule, which 1s defined 1n the rule definition only.
As such, 1n some embodiments, several rule executables may
be utilized with different bindings for the same rule defini-
tion.

Thus, at a first step 602, a rule definition 1s selected. In
some embodiments, rule definitions may be selected from a
rule repository. Any number or type of rule definition may be
selected without departing from embodiments presented
herein. At a next step 604, the method extracts all logical
variables from one or more corresponding rule definitions. As
noted above, logical variables are associated with an expres-
sion that was previously parsed (see 504, FIG. 5). At a next
step 606, logical variables are bound with targets. Initially,
default binding targets may be extracted from rule definitions.
At a next step 608, the method determines whether binding
targets are correct. If the method determines that binding
targets are correct at a step 608, the method continues to a step
612 to generate a rule executable. If the method determines
that bindings are not correct at a step 608, the method con-
tinues to a step 610 to change bindings, whereupon the
method continues to a step 608. In embodiments, changing
bindings includes: creating a new target binding, selecting a
default target binding, and modifying an existing target bind-
ing without limitation. The method may continue to iterate
until binding targets are correct.

At a next step 612, the method generates a rule executable.
As may be appreciated, in embodiments, a rule executable 1s
a physical implementation of a rule defimition. In embodi-
ments, a rule executable includes: a reference to at least one
rule definition and a binding list. In some embodiments, the
binding list includes: the names of all logical variables, types
of all logical variables, and binding targets for all logical
variables. In some embodiments, a rule executable may fur-
ther include an output specification for determining how an
output 1s presented. Output specifications may provide, for
example, a list of columns or variables to include 1n an output.
In some embodiments, a rule executable may include join
conditions for presenting how the binding target 1s utilized to
join a plurality of tables during an execution of the rule
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executable. Join conditions provide information regarding
how different tables used 1n a binding must be joined together
to form one data set. For example, in embodiments, join
conditions may include a list of key pairs to use to join
different tables. In some embodiments, more than one join
condition may be required. In other embodiments, no join
conditions may be required. In some embodiments, a rule
executable may further include runtime settings for determin-
ing how the rule executable will access the data store. For
example, in embodiments, runtime settings may provide a
sampling rate to apply on data stores. In some embodiments,
the rule executable may further include execution history for
logging statistics of the execution of the rule executable.

At a next step 614, the method executes a rule executable.
Execution of the rule executable joins expressions with data.
At a next step, the method returns execution statistics which
may be logged at a step 618, whereupon the method ends. As
noted above, storing or logging execution history in a rule
executable may be usetul for trend analysis or for audits. In
embodiments, statistics may include without limitation: a run
number, a run start date, a run start time, a run row 1informa-
tion, a run row pass percentage, a run ID, a user name, a run
duration, a total number of analyzed rows, and a variance to a
predefined benchmark. In general, a benchmark 1s a condition
defined by a user to specily when a whole data set or execu-
tion run should be considered as valid or not. An example of
benchmark could be: 95% of the rows must pass the rule. That
15, the benchmark defines a tolerance of 3% {failures, before
the data source or run 1s classified as “bad.” Benchmark
definitions may be saved as part of a rule definition or as part
ol an executable rule 1n embodiments. Benchmarks allow a
system to take automatic actions when a complete run doesn’t
match the benchmark. Actions may include, for example,
notily a user or abort a job that 1s supposed to load the data. IT
such a benchmark 1s defined 1n embodiments, run statistics
may include a variance to a pre-defined benchmark.

FI1G. 7 1s an 1llustrative representation of a system 700 for
creating and managing portable data in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention. As illustrated, system
700 may include one or more projects 704. Project 1 (706), for
example, may include a list of rule definitions 708 having any
number of rule definitions. Project 1 (706) may further
include a list of rule executables 710 having any number of
rule executables. In addition, Project 1 (706) may include
logical varniables 712 which may be bound as described
above. Further system 700 may provide system variables 702,
which may be used as binding for logical variables in
executables or as binding for a project variable. It may be
appreciated that system and project variables represent one
method for managing centrally located bindings which may
be utilized in different places. Thus, instead of having to
modily the bindings of several executables when a physical
source changes, a user can simply bind logical variables of the
executables to system or project variables and subsequently
bind the system or project variables to the physical source.
When a source changes, only the binding of the system or
project variables need to change. As such bindings of the
executables can remain unchanged.

FIG. 8 15 an illustrative representation of a hardware envi-
ronment 1 accordance with embodiments of the present
invention. In embodiments, architecture 100 (see FIG. 1) may
be practiced utilizing hardware environments provided
herein. As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 8, the preferred embodiment of
the present invention 1s implemented 1n a computer 830. The
computer 850 generally includes a processor 852, a memory
854 such as a random access memory (RAM), a data storage
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drive, etc.), a data communication device 838 (e.g., a modem,
network interface device, etc.), a display 860 (e.g., CRT, LCD
display, etc.), a pointing device 862 (e.g., a mouse, a track
ball, a pad or any other device responsive to touch, etc.) and a
keyboard 864. It 1s envisioned that attached to the computer
850 may be other devices such as read only memory (ROM),
a video card drive, printers, peripheral devices including local
and wide area network interface devices, etc. One of ordinary
skill 1n the art will recognize that any combination of the
above components may be used to configure the computer
850.

The computer 850 operates under the control of an operat-
ing system (“OS”) 866, such as MVS™_ AIX®, UNIX®,
OS/2®, WINDOWS™_ WINDOWS NT™, etc., which typi-

cally 1s loaded into the memory 854 during the computer 850
start up (boot-up) sequence after power-on or reset. (AIX and
OS/2 are registered trademarks and MVS 1s a trademark of
International Business Machines Corporation 1n the United
States, other countries, or both. Windows and Windows NT
are trademarks of Microsoit Corporation. UNIX 1s a regis-
tered trademark 1n the United States and/or other countries
licensed exclusively through X/Open Company Limited.) In
operation, the OS 866 controls the execution by the computer
850 of computer programs 868, including computer pro-
grams.

Alternatively, a method, system, or computer readable
medium 1n accordance with the present invention may be
implemented with any one or all of the computer programs
868 embedded in the OS 866 1tself without departing from the
scope of the invention. Preferably, however, the client pro-
grams are separate from the computer programs. The OS 866
and the computer programs 868 cach comprise computer
readable nstructions which, 1n general, are tangibly embod-
ied 1n or are readable from a media such as the memory 854,
the data storage device 856 and/or the data communications
device 858. When executed by the computer 850, the instruc-
tions cause the computer 850 to perform the steps necessary
to implement the present invention. Thus, the present inven-
tion may be implemented as a method, system, or computer
readable medium using programming and/or engineering
techniques to produce software, hardware, firmware, or any
combination hereof. In accordance with the present imven-
tion, various embodiments for a window docking are pre-
sented that allow for feedback of the configurations displayed
on a graphical user interface of the computer 850. Such a
graphical user interface 1n a computer system may be imple-
mented via conventional programming techniques.

While this invention has been described 1n terms of several
embodiments, there are alterations, permutations, and
equivalents, which fall within the scope of this invention. It
should also be noted that there are many alternative ways of
implementing the methods, systems, and computer program
products ol the present invention. Furthermore, unless explic-
itly stated, any embodiments described herein are not con-
strained to a particular order or sequence. Further, the
Abstract 1s provided herein for convenience and should not be
employed to construe or limit the overall invention, which 1s
expressed in the claims. It 1s, therefore, intended that the
following appended claims be interpreted as including all
such alterations, permutations, and equivalents as fall within
the true spirit and scope of the present invention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for creating and managing a portable data rule
using an electronic computing device, the method compris-
ng:
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causing the electronic computing device to create a rule
definition, the causing the electronic computing device
to create the rule definition 1includes:

defiming an expression by a user, wherein the expression
defines a logic of a rule:

causing the electronic computing device to parse the
expression 1nto at least one logical variable associated

with the expression:

causing the electronic computing device to 1dentity the at

least one logical vanable:

causing the electronic computing device to store the rule

definition, wherein the rule definition includes at least

the expression and the at least one logical variable; and

betfore the causing the electronic computing device to
store the rule definition, validating the rule definition,
the validating the rule definition including:

creating a temporary rule executable;

executing the temporary rule executable; and

if the executing the temporary rule executable 1s not
valid, returning to the defining the expression by the
user.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the causing the elec-
tronic computing device to identily the at least one logical
variable comprising:

causing the electronic computing device to return a name

of the at least one logical variable; and

causing the electronic computing device to return an

expected type of the at least one logical variable.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the identifying the at
least one logical variable further comprises:

causing the electronic computing device to return a default

binding target.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the binding target 1s
selected from the group consisting of: a physical column, a
physical table, a constant, a project variable, and a system
variable.

5. The method of claam 1, wheremn the temporary rule
executable comprises:

a reference to at least one rule definition;

a temporary binding list, wherein the temporary binding

l1st includes:

a temporary name of the at least one logical variable:

a temporary type of the at least one logical variable: and

a temporary binding target of the at least one logical
variable.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the expression 1is
selected from the group consisting of: a logical expression, a
model, and a matrix.

7. A method for creating and managing a portable data rule
using an electronic computing device, the method compris-
ng:

causing the electronic computing device to create a rule

definition, the causing the electronic computing device
to create the rule definition includes:
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defining an expression by a user, wherein the expression
defines a logic of a rule;

causing the electronic computing device to parse the
expression nto at least one logical variable associated
with the expression;

causing the electronic computing device to 1dentily the at
least one logical vanable;

causing the electronic computing device to store the rule
definition, wherein the rule definition includes at least
the expression and the at least one logical variable;

selecting a stored rule definition;

causing the electronic device to extract the at least one
logical variable associated with the expression;

causing the electronic device to bind the at least one logical
variable with a target;

causing the electronic device to generate a rule executable,
wherein the rule executable 1s a physical implementa-
tion of the rule definition; and

causing the electronic device to execute the rule execut-
able;

wherein the causing the electronic device to bind the at
least one logical variable with a target 1s bound by a
method selected from the group consisting of: creating a
new target binding, selecting a default target binding,
and modilying an existing target binding.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the rule executable

COmMprises:

a reference to at least one rule definition; and

a binding list, wherein the binding list includes:
the name of the at least one logical variable;

a type of the at least one logical variable; and
a binding target for the at least one logical variable.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the rule executable

further comprises:

an output specification for determiming how an output 1s
presented;

a join condition for presenting how the binding target 1s
utilized to join a table during the executing of the rule
executable:

a runtime settings for determining how the rule executable
will access the data store; and

an execution history for logging statistics of the executing,
of the rule executable.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the statistics are
selected from the group consisting of: a run number, a run
start date, a run start time, a run row information, a run row
pass percentage, a run ID, a user name, a run duration, a total
number of analyzed rows, a variance to a predefined bench-
mark, a rule set record pass percentage, a rule set row pass
percentage, a rule set standard deviation, a rule set row per
rule pass percentage, a rule set row rule fail rate, and a rule set
row detail result.
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