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GROUPING SEARCH RESULTS INTO A
PROFILE PAGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELAT
APPLICATIONS

T
»

This application 1s a continuation of co-pending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/351,623, filed Jan. 17, 2012.
The atorementioned related patent application i1s herein
incorporated by reference 1n its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Embodiments of the disclosure relate to the field of search
engines. More specifically, embodiments of the disclosure
relate to generating a specific profile page for each unique
entity sharing a common name with other entities, and pre-
senting links to each profile page as a list of search results
responsive to a user search string specilying the common
name.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

Search engines provide computer users a way to search an
ever-expanding set ol documents available on a network, for
example, the Internet, 1n a matter of seconds. Search engines
use complex algorithms to score and rank individual docu-
ments, or pages, to present the most relevant and accurate
results 1n response to a user-specified search string. When a
user searches a name which 1s shared among multiple entities,
be 1t a person, place, organization, or other entity, current
methods 1nvolve intense statistical computation of vast sets of
data to determine which of the plurality of entities the user

was seeking and may not provide complete and meaningiul
results corresponding to the entity.

SUMMARY

One embodiment disclosed herein includes a computer-
implemented method for presenting profile pages generated
in response to a search engine search string speciiying a
common name shared by multiple entities. The operation may
generally include receiving, from a user, a first search string
specilying the name of an entity which 1s a common name
shared by multiple entities; generating a plurality of queries
based on the results of the first search string; executing each
of the plurality of generated queries to create a respective set
of search results; resolving each of the respective sets of
search results such that each entity 1s represented by a single
set of search results; generating a plurality of profiles, each
profile corresponding to one of the resolved sets of search
results; and presenting the plurality of profiles as a set of
results responsive to the first search string to an output device.

Another embodiment disclosed herein provides a com-
puter readable medium containing a program which, when
executed on a system including a processor and memory,
performs an operation, generally comprising receiving, from
a user, a first search string specitying the name of an enfity
which 1s a common name shared by multiple entities; gener-
ating a plurality of queries based on the results of the first
search string; executing each of the plurality of generated
queries to create a respective set of search results; resolving
cach of the respective sets of search results such that each
entity 1s represented by a single set of search results; gener-
ating a plurality of profiles, each profile corresponding to one
of the resolved sets of search results; and presenting the
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plurality of profiles as a set of results responsive to the first
search string to an output device.

Another embodiment disclosed herein provides a system
that receives, from a user, a first search string speciiying the
name of an entity which 1s a common name shared by mul-
tiple enfities. The system generates a plurality of queries
based on the results of the first search string, executes each of
the plurality of generated queries to create a respective set of
search results, and resolves each of the respective sets of
search results such that each entity is represented by a single
set of search results. The system generates a plurality of
profiles, each profile corresponding to one of the resolved sets
of search results and presents the plurality of profiles as a set

of results responsive to the first search string to an output
device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

So that the manner 1n which the above recited aspects are
attained and can be understood in detail, a more particular
description of embodiments of the disclosure, briefly summa-
rized above, may be had by reference to the appended draw-
Ings.

It 1s to be noted, however, that the appended drawings
illustrate only typical embodiments of the disclosure and are
therefore not to be considered limiting of 1ts scope, for the
disclosure may admit to other equally effective embodiments.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary system
for grouping search results into a set of profile pages, accord-
ing to one embodiment described herein.

FIG. 2 1s a flowchart depicting an exemplary method of
grouping search results into a set of profile pages, according
to one embodiment described herein.

FIG. 3 1s a flowchart depicting an exemplary query genera-
tor, according to one embodiment described herein.

FIG. 4 1s a flowchart depicting an exemplary entity
resolver, according to one embodiment described herein.

FIG. § 1s a flowchart depicting an exemplary profile gen-
erator, according to one embodiment described herein.

FIG. 6 A 1llustrates an exemplary graphical user interface
(GUI) screen displaying an exemplary profile page generated
for an entity, according to one embodiment described herein.

FIG. 6B 1illustrates an exemplary GUI screen showing
results from a profile generator, according to one embodiment
described herein.

FIG. 7 depicts an exemplary system according to one
embodiment described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Search engines are extremely poweriul computational
tools which help users find relevant documents among the
potentially infimite corpus being searched. When a user sub-
mits a search string, the search engine performs a complex
series ol operations to generate a list of the most relevant
results responsive to the string. Acknowledging the reality
that a search may not be responsive to the user search string,
modern search engines provide related search strings 1n addi-
tion to the results, and allow users to modily their search
accordingly.

A larger problem arises when a user searches a common
name shared by multiple individual entities. For example, a
search of the name “John Smith” returns results for many
different people. The search engine may return results for the
Mormon religious leader, the explorer, and the wrestler,
among other unique individuals sharing this very common
name. Further complicating the matter 1s that the results
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returned by a modern search engine will contain a random
assortment of links related to any number of the unique enti-
ties sharing the common name. In short, the results are not
presented 1n a sulficiently meaningful manner. Furthermore,
in the event that the search engine does produce results
responsive to the search string, 1t may not provide links to
pages which contain relevant biographical data related to the
entity.

Embodiments described herein generally provide a method
for automatically generating and executing a plurality of que-
ries responsive to a search string specitying a common name
shared by multiple entities. The resulting sets of search results
for the respective queries are then resolved such that each
entity sharing the name 1s represented by a single data set. A
profile page 1s then generated for each individual entity shar-
ing the common name. Finally, a page containing a list of
links to the profile page for each individual entity 1s generated
and returned as a set of search results responsive to the origi-
nal search string specilying a common name shared by mul-
tiple entities. Thus, in the above “John Smith” example, one
embodiment described herein outputs to the user a list of links
to each unique John Smith, which, when clicked by the user,
displays a profile containing biographical data associated
with each unique John Smith.

In the following, reference 1s made to embodiments of the
disclosure. However, it should be understood that the disclo-
sure 1s not limited to specific described embodiments.
Instead, any combination of the following features and ele-
ments, whether related to different embodiments or not, 1s
contemplated to implement and practice the disclosure. Fur-
thermore, although embodiments may achieve advantages
over other possible solutions and/or over the prior art,
whether or not a particular advantage 1s achieved by a given
embodiment 1s not limiting of the disclosure. Thus, the fol-
lowing aspects, features, embodiments and advantages are
merely 1llustrative and are not considered elements or limita-
tions of the appended claims except where explicitly recited
in a claim(s). Likewise, reference to “the invention™ shall not
be construed as a generalization of any 1nventive subject
matter disclosed herein and shall not be considered to be an
clement or limitation of the appended claims except where
explicitly recited 1n a claim(s).

As will be appreciated by one skilled 1n the art, aspects of
the present disclsoure may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present disclosure may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module™ or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present disclosure may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
or more computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
tollowing: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
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memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or 1n connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that 1s not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or 1in connection with an 1nstruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present disclosure may be written 1n any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present disclosure are described below with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments described herein. It will be
understood that each block of the tlowchart 1llustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks 1n the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be 1mple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the tflowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored 1n
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function 1n a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored 1n the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified 1n the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
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process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating a system 100 for
grouping search results into a profile page, according to one
embodiment described herein. In general, the networked sys-
tem 100 1includes a client computer 140 and a server 150. The
client 140 and the server 150 are computers as defined 1n FIG.
7, described 1n further detail below, and are connected via a
network 130. In general, the network 130 may be a telecom-
munications network and/or a wide area network (WAN). In
a particular embodiment, the network 130 1s the Internet.

The memory of client computer 140 contains a web
browser, which may be used to access search engine pages.
The memory of server 150 contains an HTTP server 105, a
search manager 110, query generator 160, entity resolver 170,
and profile generator 180. Search manager 110 1s associated
with a database 115, which may be contained in the storage
708 of server 150, or may be contained in the storage of a
networked computer. Search manager 110 1s an exemplary
search engine 1n that 1t 1s configured to recerve a search string
and return results. Search manager 110 1s configured to gen-
erate related search strings responsive to a given search string
to provide a user with search strings that are more relevant to
the given search string. Database 115 1s representative of any
collection of data regardless of the particular physical repre-
sentation. By way of illustration, the database 115 may be
organized according to a relational schema (accessible by
SQL queries) or according to an XML schema (accessible by
XML queries). However, embodiments are not limited to a
particular schema and contemplate extension to schemas
presently unknown. As used herein, the term “schema”
generically refers to a particular arrangement of data. Search
string 190 1s a textual string which, 1n some embodiments,
refers to a person, place, or organization.

FI1G. 2 15 a flowchart outlimng one embodiment described
herein. At step 210, a user enters a search string 190 through
web browser 145, which 1s transmitted to server 150 via the
network 130. At step 220, search manager 110 receives the
search string 190, executes a corresponding search against
database 115, and returns search results to query generator
160. At step 230, query generator 160 determines whether the
search string 190 corresponds to multiple entities sharing a
common name, and in response, generates a plurality of
search strings 161, _,; related to the common name. In one
embodiment, the related search strings may be taken from the
related search strings provided by search manager 110. Query
generator 160 then passes each search string 161, _,; to the
search manager 110, which executes the searches and gener-
ates results for each search string at step 240. At step 250,
entity resolver 170 receives the results of search strings
161, ., from search manager 110, and resolves the data sets
such that each unique entity 1s represented by a single set of
search results. At step 260, entity resolver 170 passes the
resulting sets of data to profile generator 180, which parses
cach data set to create a profile page 181, _,, for each unique
entity, as well as a results page 650 containing links to each
profile page 181, _,. At step 270, the pages generated by the
profile generator are then returned to the client computer 140
through the network 130, where the web browser 145 displays
the results on output device 716. At step 280, the user may
provide feedback via input device 714 marking each result as
relevant or not relevant to search string 190.

FI1G. 3 1s a flowchart showing a method 300 corresponding,
to step 230 for generating a plurality of search strings asso-
ciated with query generator 160, according to an embodiment
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described herein. The method begins at step 310, where the
query generator 160 receives from search manager 110 the
results of the executed search based on search string 190. At
step 320, the query generator 160 analyzes the received
search results to determine whether the search string 190
includes a common name shared by multiple entities. In one
embodiment, query generator 160 analyzes related search
strings returned by search manager 110 to determine whether
the search string 190 includes a common name shared by
multiple entities. For example, 11 search string 190 includes
“John Smith,” the related search results may include “John
Smith Mormon.,” “John Smith wrestler,” “John Smith
explorer,” and “John Smith Pocahontas.” Using these related
search strings, query generator 160 can identity an ambigu-
ous name which 1s shared by multiple distinct entities. In one
embodiment, query generator 160 analyzes the related search
strings, 1dentifying the common name as well as additional
terms included in the search. By comparing the additional
terms, such as “explorer,” “wrestler,” and “Mormon,” query
generator 160 1s able to determine that the terms are suili-
ciently distinct such that they represent multiple entities shar-
Ing a cCommon name.

If query generator 160 determines that the search string
190 1includes a common name shared by multiple entities, the
method proceeds to step 330, where query generator 160
creates a plurality of search strings 161, _,, for each entity
identified at step 320. In one embodiment, the plurality of
search strings may be taken from the related search strings
identified at step 320. Upon generating the plurality of search
strings, query generator 160 sends each string 161, _,, to
search manager 110 for execution.

An 1ssue arises where one or more of the search strings
161, _,, represent the same distinct entity. For example, as
shown above, the generated search strings “John Smith
explorer” and “John Smith Pocahontas” in fact refer to the
same mdividual. In such cases, the results generated by search
manager 110 1n response to search strings 161, _,, need to be
resolved such that each entity 1s represented by a single set of
search results. In one embodiment, this functionality 1s per-
formed by entity resolver 170.

FIG. 4 1s a flowchart showing a method 400 corresponding,
to step 250 for resolving entities associated with entity
resolver 170, according to an embodiment described herein.
The method begins at 410, where entity resolver 170 receives
from search manager 110 the search results of the plurality of
search strings 161, _,,received from query generator 160. The
method then proceeds to step 420, where entity resolver 170
compares each set of search results received at step 410
against the other sets of search results to compute a similarity
score to determine 11 a similarity exists. A number of methods
can be used to determine whether a similarity exists between
the search results. In one embodiment, the similarity score 1s
computed by comparing results to determine 1f duplicate
documents were returned by search manager 110. The greater
the number of duplicate documents in the sets of search
results, the greater the similarity score. In another embodi-
ment, the similarity score 1s computed by limiting the com-
parison to the top search results, and detecting duplicate
results among the top results. In another embodiment, the
similarity score 1s correlated to the percentage of documents
in each search set which are duplicates. In still another
embodiment, the similarity score 1s computed by comparing
the relevance score returned by search manager 110 for each
search result.

At step 430, entity resolver 170 analyzes the similarity
score to determine 1f a similarity exists. In one embodiment,
the existence of any positive similarity score indicates a simi-
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larity. If no stmilarity 1s detected, the method proceeds to step
480. Otherwise, the method proceeds to step 440, where

entity resolver 170 determines whether a similarity threshold
must be applied. A similarity threshold may be used to specity
a certain level of similanity before entity resolver 170 1denti-
fies two sets of search results as being associated with the
same umque enfity. If a similarnity threshold will not be
applied, the method proceeds to step 470. If a similarity
threshold 1s to be applied, the method proceeds to step 450,
where entity resolver 170 receives the similarity threshold.
The method then proceeds to step 460, where entity resolver
determines whether the similarity score exceeds the similar-
ity threshold. If the computed similarity score exceeds the
similarity threshold, the method proceeds to step 470; other-
wise, the method proceeds to step 480.

At step 470, the entity resolver 170 merges similar search
results such that each unique entity N 1s represented by a
single set of search results 171, In one embodiment, the
merging comprises retaining the set of search results which 1s
most popular, according to calculations performed by search
manager 110. In another embodiment, an algorithm for deter-
mimng priority 1s applied by entity resolver 170, wherein a
relevance score returned by search manager 110 1s used to
identify the most relevant search results. The results are then
merged, duplicates are eliminated, and the resulting list 171 ,,
1s sorted 1n descending order according to relevance score.

At this point the method proceeds to step 480, where entity
resolver 470 determines whether there are search result sets
161, _,, that have not been resolved. I additional sets remain,
the method returns to step 410, otherwise the method termi-
nates.

FI1G. 51s a flowchart depicting a method 500 corresponding,
to step 260 for generating profile pages associated with pro-
file generator 180, according to an embodiment described
herein. For each set of results 171, _,; received from entity
resolver 170, the profile generator 180 generates a profile
page 181, for the associated entity. The method begins at step
510, where the profile generator receives the resolved sets of
search results 171, _,, from entity resolver 170. The method
proceeds to step 520, where profile generator collects bio-
graphical profile data from documents contained in the
resolved search sets. In one embodiment, social networking
site pages are prioritized, and biographical data 1s collected
from these sources. A social networking site allows users to
create a personalized page populated with biographical data,
photos, and other 1tems. Sites such as Facebook, LinkedIn,
and Google+ are examples of social networking sites. Data
from these social networking sites 1s prioritized due to the
high level of reliability of the information contained in a
profile. When detected, profile pages from these sites are
ranked at the top of the resolved data sets 171, _». In another
embodiment, biographical data 1s collected from only the top
ranked search results in the data sets 171, _,, returned by entity
resolver 170.

At step 530, profile generator 180 creates a profile page
181, forthe data set 171 ,, returned by entity resolver 170. The
method then proceeds to step 540, where profile generator
180 determines whether a profile needs to be created for the
next member of the data sets 171, ,. I additional profiles
need to be created, the method returns to step 510 for genera-
tion of additional profiles. Otherwise, the method proceeds to
step 550, where the profile generator 170 creates a page 650
contaiming links to each profile page 181, _,,, which 1s returned
via the network 130 to the client 140 as a list of results
responsive to search string 190, to be displayed on output
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FIG. 6 A 1llustrates a graphical user interface 600 depicting
an exemplary profile page 610 corresponding to profile page
181.,; generated by profile generator 180, according to an
embodiment described herein. Those skilled in the art will
recognize that the GUI 600 1s exemplary and 1s not intended
to limat the disclosure. Profile page 610 1s populated with
biographical data related to a unique entity sharing the com-
mon name defined 1n search string 190. In one embodiment,
a photo 620 of the entity may be displayed. The profile also
contains data elements 630, _,; related to the entity. In this
example, the entity name, location, and URLSs are provided.
The data elements 630, _,, contained 1n profile page 610, of
course, may be of any type of data.

FIG. 6B illustrates a graphical user interface 640 depicting,
an exemplary results page 650 according to an embodiment
described herein. Those skilled 1n the art will recognize that
the GUI 640 1s exemplary and 1s not intended to limit the
disclosure. Results page 6350 1s a document containing hyper-
links 660, _.-corresponding to a profile page 181, _,,created by
profile generator 180. For example, FIG. 6B shows a hyper-
link 660, which 1s a hyperlink to the profile page generated for
“John Smith Mormon Leader.” Hyperlink 660, 1s a hyperlink
to the profile page generated for “John Smith Explorer,” and
hyperlink 660, 1s a target to the profile page generated for
“John Smith Wrestler.”

In addition, the hyperlinks 660, _,are associated with feed-
back tags 670, _.~ which allow the user to provide feedback as
to whether the result 1s relevant to their search. For example,
the feedback tags may be a “+” or “~" used to indicate that the
result was responsive or not responsive to the search string
190, respectively. The user feedback may be implemented 1n
future searches, or may modily the results of the current
search.

FIG. 7 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary com-
puter 702 used in some embodiments described herein. The
computer 702 includes at least one processor 704 connected
via a bus 712 to a memory 706, a network interface device
710, a storage 708, an input device 714, and an output device
716. The processor 104 could be any hardware processor used
to perform an embodiment of the disclosure. The input device
714 can be any device to give input to the computer 702. For
example, a keyboard, keypad, light-pen, touch-screen, track-
ball, or speech recognition umt, audio/video player, and the
like could be used. The output device 716 can be any device
to give output to the user, e.g., any conventional display
screen. Although shown separately from the mnput device 714,
the output device 716 and mput device 714 could be com-
bined. For example, a display screen with an integrated touch-
screen, a display with an integrated keyboard, or a speech
recognition unit combined with a text speech converter could
be used.

The computer 702 1s generally under the control of an
operating system (not shown). Examples of operating sys-
tems 1nclude UNIX, versions of the Microsoft Windows®
operating system, and distributions of the Linux® operating
system. (Note: Linux 1s at trademark of Linus Torvalds in the
United States and other countries.) More generally, any oper-
ating system supporting the functions disclosed herein may
be used.

The memory 706 1s preferably a random access memory
suificiently large to hold the necessary programming and data
structures 1 embodiments described herein. While the
memory 706 1s shown as a single entity, it should be under-
stood that the memory 706 may 1n fact comprise a plurality of
modules, and that the memory 706 may exist at multiple
levels, from high speed registers and caches to lower speed

but larger DRAM chips.
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The storage 708 may be a Direct Access Storage Device
(DASD). Although the storage 708 1s shown as a single unit,
the storage 708 may be a combination of fixed and/or remov-
able storage devices, such as fixed disc drives, floppy disc
drives, tape drives, removable memory cards, or optical stor- 5
age. The memory 706 and the storage 708 may be part of one
virtual address space spanning multiple primary and second-
ary storage devices.

The tflowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible 10
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments disclosed herein.

In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block diagrams
may represent a module, segment, or portion of code, which
comprises one or more executable instructions for imple- 15
menting the specified logical function(s). It should also be
noted that, in some alternative implementations, the functions
noted 1n the block may occur out of the order noted 1n the
figures. For example, two blocks shown 1n succession may, 1n
fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the blocks 20
may sometimes be executed 1n the reverse order, depending,
upon the functionality involved. It will also be noted that each
block of the block diagrams and/or tlowchart illustration, and
combinations of blocks 1n the block diagrams and/or tlow-
chart illustration, can be implemented by special purpose 25
hardware-based systems that perform the specified functions

or acts, or combinations of special purpose hardware and
computer nstructions.

While the foregoing 1s directed to embodiments of the
present disclosure, other and further embodiments of the dis- 30
closure may be devised without departing from the basic
scope thereof, and the scope thereof 1s determined by the
claims that follow.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A computer-implemented method, comprising: 35

receiving, {rom a client, a first search string specifying one

or more search terms;

receiving a first set of search results for the first search

string;

determining that at least one of the one or more search 40

terms 1s a shared term corresponding to a plurality of
entities based on a comparison of at least two additional
terms 1n the first set of search results, wherein the addi-
tional terms are different than the shared term;

generating a plurality of search queries based on the first 45

search string, each search query corresponding to an
entity in the plurality of entities, wherein a first two of
the generated search queries correspond to the same
entity 1n the plurality of enfities, wherein each of a
second two of the generated queries correspond to dis- 50
tinct entities 1n the plurality of entities;

executing each of the generated plurality of search queries

to create a respective set of search results, wherein
executing the second two of the generated search queries
produces two distinct sets of search results; 55
resolving the sets of search results such that each of the
plurality of enfities 1s represented by a single set of
search results, whereby the first two generated search
queries corresponding to the same enftity produce a
respective single set of search results, wherein a simi- 60
larity score for the search results produced for the first

10

two generated search queries exceeds a threshold,
wherein the similarity score 1s based on a percentage of
documents in the sets of search results representing the
first two generated search queries that are common to
cach of the sets of search results representing the first
two generated search queries;

generating a plurality of profiles, each corresponding to

one of the resolved sets of search results, wherein each of
the plurality of profiles comprises biographical data
obtained from at least one document in the correspond-
ing set of resolved search results;

outputting a results page comprising a plurality of links,

cach of the plurality of links directed to a respective one
of the plurality of profiles;
recerving user feedback marking a first profile, of the plu-
rality of profiles, as not relevant to the first search string;

removing the link to the first profile from the results page
based on the user feedback, thereby producing a modi-
fied results page; and

outputting the modified results page as responsive to the

first search string.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of
entities comprises at least one of a person, a place, or an
organization.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of search
queries 1s further generated based on each of: (1) a set of
related search strings generated 1n response to the first search
string, and (11) a set of distinct terms included 1n the set of
related search strings.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the resolving comprises:

identifying at least two of the sets of search results that

correspond to the same entity in the plurality of entities;
computing the similarity score for the identified search
results; and

merging the identified sets of search results.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receving user feedback that marks at least one data ele-

ment 1n a profile as relevant or not relevant to that profile.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising;

receving user feedback marking a second profile as rel-

evant to the search string; and

ranking a second link of the plurality of profile links before

a third link of the plurality of profile links, wherein the
third link was ranked above the second link 1n the results
page prior to recerving the user feedback marking the
second profile, wherein the second link 1s directed to the
second profile.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

responsive to recerving feedback marking second profile as

not relevant to the search string, removing at least a
second link from the results page, wherein the second
link 1s directed to a second profile.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

responsive to receiving the feedback marking the first pro-

file as not relevant to the search string, ranking at least a
second link of the plurality of profile links before the first
link, wherein the second link was ranked after the first
link prior to recerving the feedback, wherein the first link
1s directed to the first profile.
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