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1
VEHICLE FRONT END STRUCTURE

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a vehicle front
end structure of a vehicle. More specifically, the present
invention relates to a vehicle front end structure that includes
a hood ledge remnforcement configured to recerve impacting
force as the vehicle with forward velocity impacts a rigid
barrier and redirect at least a portion of the forward velocity
into a lateral velocity that moves the vehicle 1 a lateral
direction away from the rigid barrier.

2. Background Information

Vehicle body structures are regularly being redesigned to
include structural features that absorb impact forces 1in
response to impact events. Recently introduced impact event
tests include a small overlap test where a vehicle 1s provided
with velocity 1n a vehicle longitudinal direction such that a
front corner of the vehicle (approximately 25 percent of the
overall width of the vehicle) impacts a fixed, rigid barrier.
FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 schematically show an example of a con-
ventional vehicle C undergoing an impact event with a fixed
barrier B in accordance with the small overlap test.

FIG. 1 shows the conventional vehicle C approaching the
rigid barrier B in the small overlap test. FIG. 2 shows the
conventional vehicle C just after initial impact with the rigid
barrier B showing initial deformation and the velocity of the
vehicle C being partially transformed into rotational displace-
ment about the rigid barrier B. FIG. 3 shows the conventional
vehicle C undergoing further deformation as a result of the
impact event, and undergoing further rotational displacement
about the rigid barrier B such that a rear end of the conven-

tional vehicle C swings laterally and outwardly away from the
rigid barrier B.

SUMMARY

One object 1s to reduce or eliminate rotational displace-
ment experienced by a forward moving vehicle during an
impact event with a rigid barrier 1n a frontal offset test.

Another object 1s to redirect impact force experienced by a
torward moving vehicle during an impact event with a rngid
barrier 1n a frontal offset test such that the redirected force
causes the entire vehicle to move laterally away from the rigid
barrier.

In view of the state of the known technology, one aspect of
the present disclosure 1s to provide a vehicle front end struc-
ture with a front side member, a hood ledge and a hood ledge
reinforcement. The front side member extends 1n a vehicle
longitudinal direction. The hood ledge has a forward end
fixedly attached to a forward section of the front side member.
The hood ledge extends upwardly and laterally outward from
the forward section of the front side member 1n a vehicle
rearward direction. The hood ledge reinforcement includes a
lower section fixedly attached to an outboard surface of the
tront side member. The upper section 1s fixedly attached to an
underside of the hood ledge, and at least one brace 1s fixedly
attached to both the lower and upper sections.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to the attached drawings which form a part

of this original disclosure:
FIG. 1 1s a schematic view of a conventional moving
vehicle showing its response to a small overlap test where a
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2

front corner of the vehicle 1s aligned with a fixed, rigid barrier
for eventual impact with the barrier;

FIG. 2 1s another schematic view of the conventional
vehicle showing its response to the small overlap test at the
beginning of an impact event with the front corner of the
conventional vehicle impacting the barrier and beginning to
undergo deformation;

FIG. 3 1s still another schematic view of the conventional
vehicle showing 1ts response to the small overlap test with the
conventional vehicle undergoing further deformation during
the impact event, with a portion of the impacting force being
transformed into rotational movement with the vehicle rotat-
ing about a point proximate the area of impact such that the
rear ol the conventional vehicle swings outward away from
the barrier;

FIG. 4 1s a schematic view of a moving vehicle in accor-
dance with at least one embodiment showing 1ts response to a
small overlap test where approximately 25 percent of the
front of the vehicle 1s aligned with a fixed, rigid barrier for
eventual impact with the barrier 1n accordance with various
embodiments;

FIG. 5 1s another schematic view of the vehicle depicted 1n
FIG. 4 showing an 1nitial response to the impact event of the
small overlap test with a front corner of the vehicle impacting
the barrier and beginning to undergo deformation 1n accor-
dance with the various embodiments:

FIG. 6 1s still another schematic view of the vehicle
depicted 1n FIGS. 4 and 5 showing a subsequent response to
the impact event of the small overlap test with the moving
vehicle undergoing further deformation during the impact
event and with the vehicle moving laterally away from the
barrier in accordance with the at least one embodiment;

FIG. 7 1s side view of a front end of the vehicle 1n accor-
dance with a first embodiment;

FIG. 8 1s another side view of the front end of the vehicle
with fenders removed showing a force receiving member, a
lateral energy transfer member and a hood ledge reinforce-
ment, 1n accordance with the first embodiment;

FIG. 9 1s a front view of the front end of the vehicle with
fenders removed showing the force recerving member, the
lateral energy transier member and a hood ledge that conceals
the hood ledge reinforcement, in accordance with the first
embodiment;

FIG. 101s a perspective view of the front end of the vehicle
with fenders removed showing the force recerving member,
the lateral energy transier member, the hood ledge and the
hood ledge reinforcement, in accordance with the first
embodiment;

FIG. 11 1s a top view of the front end of the vehicle with
tenders and hood removed showing a portion of the force
receiving member, a portion of the lateral energy transier
member and the hood ledge concealing the hood ledge rein-
forcement, 1n accordance with the first embodiment;

FIG. 12 1s another side view of the front end of the vehicle
with fenders, wheel and several suspension components
removed showing the force recetving member, the lateral
energy transfer member and the hood ledge reinforcement, 1n
accordance with the first embodiment;

FIG. 13 1s another perspective view of the front end of the
vehicle with fenders removed showing the force recerving
member, the lateral energy transfer member, the hood ledge
and the hood ledge reinforcement, 1n accordance with the first
embodiment;

FIG. 14 1s still another perspective view of the front end of
the vehicle with fenders removed showing the force recerving
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member, the lateral energy transfer member, the hood ledge
and the hood ledge reinforcement, 1n accordance with the first
embodiment;

FIG. 151s an exploded perspective view of an engine cradle
removed from the front end of the vehicle, showing elements
of the steering assembly, suspension assembly, engine assem-
bly, the force receiving member and the lateral energy transier
member 1n accordance with the first embodiment;

FI1G. 16 1s aperspective view of the force recerving member
shown removed from the vehicle in accordance with the first
embodiment;

FI1G. 17 1s a perspective exploded view of the force recerv-
ing member depicted in FI1G. 16, showing one possible way of
assembling the force recerving member in accordance with
the first embodiment;

FIG. 18 1s a cross-section of the force recetving member
taken along the line 18-18 in FIG. 15 1n accordance with the
first embodiment;

FI1G. 19 15 a perspective view of the lateral energy transier
member shown removed from the engine cradle 1 accor-
dance with the first embodiment;

FI1G. 20 1s a top view of a sheet metal material cut but not
yet bent into shape 1n order to manufacture the lateral energy
transfer member 1n accordance with the first embodiment;

FI1G. 21 1s a perspective view of the front end of the vehicle
looking upward and showing a front side member and a hood
ledge of the vehicle body structure with the hood ledge rein-
forcement extending between the front sidde member and the
hood ledge, in accordance with the first embodiment;

FIG. 22 1s a side view of the hood ledge reinforcement
shown removed from the front side member and the hood
ledge, 1n accordance with the first embodiment;

FI1G. 23 15 a perspective view of the hood ledge reinforce-
ment, 1n accordance with the first embodiment;

FIG. 24 1s a top view of a portion of the engine cradle
depicted 1n FIGS. 7-15 showing the engine assembly, the
force receiving member and the lateral energy transier mem-
ber just prior to an 1impact event in a small overlap test with the
engine cradle approaching the barrier in accordance with the
first embodiment;

FIG. 25 1s another top view similar to FIG. 24 showing the
portion of the engine cradle, the engine assembly, the force
receiving member and the lateral energy transfer member in a
first stage of impact, just after initial 1mpact, 1n the small
overlap test, with the engine cradle (and the vehicle) begin-
ning to move laterally away from the barrier in accordance
with the first embodiment;

FI1G. 26 1s yet another top view similar to FIGS. 24 and 25
showing the portion of the engine cradle, the engine assem-
bly, the force receiving member and the lateral energy transier
member 1n a second stage of impact 1n the small overlap test,
with the engine cradle (and the vehicle) moved further later-
ally away from the barrier, the engine cradle experiencing
deformation such that the lateral energy transier member
contacts the engine in accordance with the first embodiment;

FIG. 27 1s a bottom view of the vehicle depicted 1n FIGS.
7-14, showing the underside of the vehicle responding to an
impact event 1in the small overlap test in a third stage of impact
with the vehicle experiencing noticeable deformation and
undergoing further lateral movement away from the barrier
during impact with the force recerving member and the lateral
energy transier member in accordance with the first embodi-
ment;

FI1G. 28 1s a second bottom view of the vehicle depicted in
FIGS. 7-14, showing the underside of the vehicle responding
in a fourth stage of impact, with the vehicle undergoing fur-
ther deformation and undergoing continuing lateral move-
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4

ment away from the barrier during impact with the hood ledge
and hood ledge reinforcement 1n accordance with the first
embodiment;

FIG. 29 15 a third bottom view of the vehicle depicted 1n
FIGS. 7-14, showing the underside of the vehicle responding
in a fifth stage of impact, with the vehicle undergoing still
turther deformation and undergoing continuing lateral move-
ment away from the barrier during impact with the hood ledge
and hood ledge reinforcement 1n accordance with the first

embodiment;

FIG. 30 1s a fourth bottom view of the vehicle depicted 1n
FIGS. 7-14, showing the underside of the vehicle responding
in a sixth stage of impact, with the vehicle undergoing still
turther lateral movement away from the barrier during impact
with the hood ledge and hood ledge reinforcement 1n accor-
dance with the first embodiment;

FIG. 31 1s a top view of an engine cradle and a force
receiving member showing the engine cradle with a X-shaped
laterally extending cross-bracing in accordance with a second
embodiment;

FIG. 32 1s a top view of an engine cradle and a force
receiving member showing the engine cradle with a laterally
extending cross-bracing in accordance with a third embodi-
ment;

FIG. 33 1s a top view of an engine cradle and a force
receiving member showing the engine cradle with a V-shaped
cross-bracing 1n accordance with a fourth embodiment;

FIG. 34 1s a top view of an engine cradle and a force
receiving member showing the engine cradle with a cross-
bracing that extends from a side portion to a rear portion of the
engine cradle i accordance with a fifth embodiment;

FIG. 35 15 a top view of an engine cradle and a force
receiving member shown just prior to an 1mpact event 1n a
small overlap test with the engine cradle approaching the
barrier in accordance with a sixth embodiment;

FIG. 36 1s a second top view of the engine cradle and the
force receiving member shown responding to the impact
event 1n the small overlap test just after impact of the engine
cradle with the barnier, with the engine cradle (and the
vehicle) beginning to move laterally away from the barrier in
accordance with the sixth embodiment;

FIG. 37 1s a third top view of the engine cradle and the force
receiving member shown responding to the impact event in
the small overlap test with the impact event progressing such
that the engine cradle (and the vehicle) are moved further
laterally away from the barrier 1n accordance with the sixth
embodiment;

FIG. 38 15 a perspective view of an engine cradle removed
from the front end of the vehicle, showing the force receiving
member and the lateral energy transfer member in accordance
with a seventh embodiment;

FIG. 39 15 a top view of the engine cradle depicted 1n FIG.
38 showing elements of the steering assembly, the suspension
assembly, the engine assembly, the force receving member
and the lateral energy transfer member 1n accordance with the
seventh embodiment;

FIG. 40 1s a perspective view of the front end of the vehicle,
showing the engine cradle, the force recetving member and a
lateral energy transier member 1n accordance with a eighth
embodiment;

FIG. 41 1s a perspective view of a lateral energy transfer
member shown removed from the vehicle 1n accordance with
an ninth embodiment;

FI1G. 42 1s a perspective view of the front end of the vehicle,
showing the engine cradle and the lateral energy transfer
member 1n accordance with the ninth embodiment;




US 9,199,669 B2

S

FIG. 43 15 a top view of a portion of the engine cradle
depicted 1n FIG. 42 showing the engine assembly and the
lateral energy transfer member just prior to an impact event 1n
a small overlap test with the engine cradle approaching the
barrier 1n accordance with the ninth embodiment;

FIG. 44 1s another top view of the portion of the engine
cradle, the engine assembly and the lateral energy transfer
member shown just after 1nitial impact 1n the small overlap
test, with the engine cradle beginning to deform moving the
lateral energy transfer member laterally toward the engine
assembly 1n accordance with the ninth embodiment;

FI1G. 45 1s yet another top view of the portion of the engine
cradle, the engine assembly and the lateral energy transier
member shown after further impact in the small overlap test,
with the engine cradle undergoing further deformation such
that the lateral energy transfer member contacts the engine
assembly transmitting impact energy thereto 1n accordance
with the ninth embodiment:

FIG. 46 15 a perspective view of a portion of a front end
structure showing the front side member with an inboard
panel and an outboard panel, the hood ledge reinforcement
and the hood ledge 1n accordance with a tenth embodiment;

FIG. 47 1s a side view of the portion of the front end
structure with the outboard panel removed revealing an out-
board surface of the inboard panel of the front side member,
showing a remforcement bracket disposed within the front
side member 1n accordance with the tenth embodiment;

FIG. 48 1s another perspective view of the portion of the
front end structure showing the front side member with an
engine assembly contact member located adjacent to an
inboard surface of the inboard panel of the front side member
and positioned to face a portion of the engine assembly, 1n
accordance with the tenth embodiment;

FI1G. 49 1s a cross-sectional view taken along the line 49-49
in FI1G. 46 showing the reinforcing bracket within the front
side member and the engine assembly contact member 1n
accordance with the tenth embodiment;

FI1G. 50 15 a top view ol the portion of the front end structure
of the vehicle depicted 1n FIGS. 46-49 showing the hood
ledge (which conceals the lateral energy transfer member) at
the moment of 1impact 1n an 1impact event 1n a small overlap
test 1n accordance with the tenth embodiment;

FIG. 51 1s another top view similar to FIG. 50 showing the
hood ledge (which conceals the lateral energy transfer mem-
ber) just after impact 1 the impact event 1n the small overlap
test 1n accordance with the tenth embodiment;

FIG. 52 1s yet another top view similar to FIGS. 50 and 51
showing the hood ledge (which conceals the lateral energy
transier member) as the impact event progresses in the small
overlap test showing lateral movement of the vehicle in accor-
dance with the tenth embodiment;

FIG. 53 15 a perspective view of the hood ledge reinforce-
ment, 1n accordance with an eleventh embodiment;

FIG. 54 1s a front view of the hood ledge reinforcement, in
accordance with the eleventh embodiment;

FIG. 55 15 a top view of the hood ledge reinforcement, in
accordance with the eleventh embodiment;

FIG. 56 1s a side view of a lateral energy transier member
in accordance with an twelfth embodiment;

FI1G. 57 1s a side view of a lateral energy transifer member
in accordance with a thirteenth embodiment;

FIG. 58 15 a perspective view of a force receiving member
shown removed from the vehicle 1n accordance with a four-
teenth embodiment; and

FIG. 59 15 a perspective view of a lateral energy transier
member shown removed from the engine cradle 1 accor-
dance with a fifteenth embodiment.
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0
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Selected embodiments will now be explained with refer-
ence to the drawings. It will be apparent to those skilled in the
art from this disclosure that the following descriptions of the
embodiments are provided for illustration only and not for the
purpose of limiting the mnvention as defined by the appended
claims and their equivalents.

Referring imtially to FIGS. 4-14, a vehicle 10 1s illustrated
in accordance with a first embodiment. In the first embodi-
ment, the vehicle 10 includes a plurality of force redirecting
teatures (described below) that alter the response the vehicle
10 experiences when subjected to a small overlap test. Spe-
cifically, each of the plurality of force redirecting features
described below, whether used 1ndividually, or 1n combina-
tion with one another, receive impacting force applied to the
vehicle 10 as 1t moves forward and impacts a fixed barrier B,
and redirects at least a portion of the impacting force into a
lateral component of force that causes the vehicle 10 to move
laterally away from the fixed barrier B.

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) has
developed various tests where vehicles are provided with
torward velocity V .. and impacted against fixed, rigid barri-
ers, like the rigid barrier B depicted in FIGS. 1-3. In the ITHS
oflset tests, the conventional vehicle C 1s aimed at the rigid

arrier B such that approximately 25 percent of the front of
the conventional vehicle C impacts the rigid barrier B. In
other words, as indicated in FIGS. 1-3, only a front corner of
the conventional vehicle C impacts the rigid barrier B. This
ITHS test 1s also known as a narrow oflset, or small overlap
test. In such tests, a front bumper assembly of the conven-
tional vehicle C 1s either not impacted, or undergoes only
limited contact with the rigid barnier B during the impact
event. When the vehicle C 1s provided with velocity and
impacts the rigid barrier B, the rapid deceleration of the
vehicle C transforms the kinetic energy associated with the
mass and velocity of the vehicle C into deformation of the
vehicle C and counter movement of the vehicle C. As 1s well
known, kinetic energy 1s a function of mass times the square
of velocity. During the small offset test, the kinetic energy of
the vehicle C 1s partially absorbed and partially transformed
into other forms of kinetic energy, such as further motion.
Therefore, structures at the front of the conventional vehicle
C that impact the rigid barrier B absorb much of the impacting
force that results from the impact event.

The small overlap test i1s represented schematically 1n
FIGS. 1-3. Duning the impact event, a variety of structures
undergo deformation. This deformation 1s not explicitly
depicted in FIGS. 2 and 3 with any degree of accuracy
because such deformation varies from conventional vehicle to
conventional vehicle, depending upon the overall design of
the front structure of the conventional vehicle C. Instead, 1n
FIG. 3, the conventional vehicle C 1s depicted with a generic
degree of deformation as a result of the impact event. How-
ever, the conventional vehicles tested by the IIHS using the
small overlap test have a relatively consistent response. Spe-
cifically, during the impact event with the rigid barrier B, a
portion of the kinetic energy of the vehicle C 1s partially
absorbed by deformation of structures of the vehicle C and
another portion of the kinetic energy of the vehicle C 1s
transformed 1nto rotational movement of the rear end R of the
conventional vehicle C such that it swings laterally away from
the rigid barrier B, as indicated in FIG. 3. In other words, a
portion of the velocity V. of the conventional vehicle C 1s
transiformed during the impact event. Specifically, a portion
of the force V. transmitted to the conventional vehicle C
during the impact event is at least partially transformed into a
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rotational component of force, or angular velocity V,, as
indicated 1n FIG. 3. The force redirecting features of the
various embodiments described hereinbelow, when used in
the vehicle 10, reduce or eliminate the rotational force that
results, as well as decreasing the contact time and force trans-
terred rearward 1n the longitudinal direction of the vehicle, 1n
the conventional vehicle C during the small overlap test.

It should be understood from the drawings and the descrip-
tion hereinbelow, that in conventional vehicle structures, such
as a front bumper assembly and the strut tower, the conven-
tional vehicle structures are configured to absorb impact
energy, in particular during an impact event where the point of
impact overlaps with front end structures which include the
front bumper assembly, the front side member and front sus-
pension elements. In the various embodiments described
below, the plurality of force redirecting features are designed
not to absorb the impact forces during the small overlap test,
but rather are configured to define ramping surfaces that are
angled to detlect the rigid barrier B. The ramping surfaces
described below, define angled surfaces that contact the rigid
barrier B, resist deformation (there may be some deforma-
tion) thereby redirecting at least a portion of the forward
velocity of the vehicle 10 into lateral movement of the vehicle
10. In other words, kinetic energy or iertia of the vehicle 10
1s transiformed or redirected by the ramping surfaces into
lateral movement, guiding and moving the vehicle 10 1n a
lateral direction away from the rigid barrier B.

As 1s described 1n greater detail below, the vehicle 10 1s
provided with the plurality of force redirecting features. One
unexpected benefit of the plurality of force redirecting fea-
tures of the vehicle 10 (described below), 1s that unlike the
conventional vehicle C, during the small overlap test, the rear
end of the vehicle 10 undergoes a noticeable reduction of
rotation and hence the rear end of the vehicle 10 1s not
observed swinging laterally away from the rigid barrier B at
the conclusion of the small overlap test, as indicated 1n FIG.
4-6.

Rather, during the impact event with the rigid barrier B, a
portion of the kinetic energy or velocity V., acting on the
vehicle 10 1s redirected such that the entire vehicle 10 (front
end and rear end) moves laterally away from the rigid barrier
B, as indicated in FIGS. 5 and 6. Early 1n the impact event, the
velocity V-, (FIG. 4) of the vehicle 10 begins to be redirected
or detlected by force redirecting features of the vehicle 10,
resulting 1 a slightly reduced velocity V., 1n FIG. 5. The
reduction of the velocity V-, to the velocity V., results 1n a
lateral velocity V, ,, as indicated 1n FIG. 5. As shown 1n FIG.
6, as the impact event continues, the forward velocity V., 1s
turther transformed by the vehicle 10 resulting in a smaller
torward velocity V., and a larger lateral velocity V,,. The
lateral velocity V,, translates directly into lateral movement
of the vehicle 10.

Little, 1t any, of the forward velocity V., acting on the
vehicle 10 1s redirected into a rotational movement. Rather,
kinetic energy associated with the forward velocity V ., of the
vehicle 10 1s at least partially redirected 1nto the lateral veloc-
ity V., that results in movement of both the front and rear of
the vehicle 10 laterally away from the rigid barrier B. Further,
it should be understood from the drawings and description
herein, that the forward velocity V., of the vehicle 10
depicted 1n FIG. 6 can potentially be greater than the forward
velocity V ;- of the conventional vehicle C, where the vehicle
C 1s stmilar to the vehicle 10, but where the vehicle C does not
include any of the force redirecting features of the vehicle 10.
Specifically, the conventional vehicle C typically absorbs a
significant portion of the kinetic energy corresponding to the
initial velocity V - of the vehicle C during the small ofiset test.
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At the conclusion of the impact event with the rigid barrier B,
the final velocity V... of the conventional vehicle C 1s typi-
cally very small. However, in the vehicle 10 having one or
more of the force redirecting features described below, less
kinetic energy 1s absorbed by the vehicle 10 as compared to
the vehicle C, and at least a portion of the kinetic energy of the
vehicle 10 1s deflected or redirected into lateral movement.
Since the vehicle 10 has moved laterally away from the rigid
barrier B at the conclusion of the small offset test, the vehicle
10 can retain much of the initial kinetic energy as forward
velocity V ;. As should be clear from the description herein-
below, the phrases “impact force”, “impacting force” and
“forward force” are used interchangeably and refer to the
kinetic energy associated with the velocity V .., of the applied
to the vehicle 10 1n the vehicle longitudinal direction L during
the small overlap test. In other words, during, in the small
overlap test depicted 1n FIGS. 4-6, the vehicle 10 1s provided
with velocity and 1s impacted against the rigid barrier B. In an
ideal running of the small overlap test, all of the kinetic
energy associated with the velocity of the vehicle 10 at 1nitial
impact with the rigid barrier 1s 1n the vehicle longitudinal
direction L, since the vehicle 10 1s only provided with forward
motion in the vehicle longitudinal direction L. Theoretically,
in the small overlap test, there are no lateral forces acting on
the vehicle 10 prior to impact with the rigid barrier B. Hence,
all lateral velocity and lateral movement of the vehicle 10 1s a
result of the impact between the vehicle 10 and the rigid
barrier B. The plurality of force redirecting features of the
vehicle 10 described below are configured and arranged to
deflect the ngid barrier B and redirect at least a portion of the
velocity (and associated kinetic energy) of the vehicle 10 into
lateral movement o the vehicle 10 away from the rngid barrier
B.

A description of the plurality of force redirecting features
1s now provided with mitial reference to FIGS. 7-14. As
shown 1n FIG. 7, the vehicle 10 includes a front end structure
12 with a bumper assembly 14, a side fender 16 and an engine
hood 18 that at least partially cover and conceal many of the
structural elements that make up the front end structure 12.
FIGS. 8-14 are various views of the vehicle 10 with the
bumper assembly 14, the side fender 16 and the engine hood
18 removed to reveal portions of the front end structure 12 and
the plurality of force redirecting features of the vehicle 10.

As shown 1n FIGS. 8-14, the plurality of force redirecting
teatures ol the vehicle 10 include a force receiving member 20
(a force receiving structure), a lateral energy transter member
22 and a hood ledge reinforcement 24. The force receiving
member 20, the lateral energy transfer member 22 and the
hood ledge reinforcement 24 are all described 1n greater detail
below following a brietf description of the front end structure
12 of the vehicle 10.

As shown in FIGS. 8-14, the front end structure 12 includes
a variety of components, but in particular includes elements
of a body structure 30 and an engine cradle 32.

A description of related elements of the body structure 30
1s now provided. Each side of the body structure 30 includes
at least the following: a sill 40, an A-pillar 42, panels that
make up a dash wall 44, a front side member 46 and a hood
ledge 48. However, since the two sides (driver’s side and
passenger’s side) of the body structure 30 are typically iden-
tical, but mirror images of one another, description of one side
only 1s provided for the sake of brevity. However, the descrip-
tion of the one side of the body structure 30 applies equally to
both sides of the body structure 30.

The sill 40 1s a conventional rigid body construct typically
made from a plurality of panels that have been shaped and
welded together to form the sill 40. The si1ll 40 extends from
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a lower end of the A-pillar 42, rearward and under a door
opening of the vehicle 10. The A-pillar 42 1s similarly a
conventional rigid body construct typically made from a plu-
rality of panels that have been shaped and welded together to
form the A-pillar 42. The A-pillar 42 1s rigidly attached to an
upper front end of the sill 40 and extends upward defining a
front end o the door opening. Alternatively, the sill 40 and the
A-pillar 42 can be made from common elements such that
there are few or no seams that divide the sill 40 from the
A-pillar 42. The dash wall 44 extends from A-pillar 42 on the
driver’s side of the vehicle to the A-pillar on the passenger’s
side (not shown) of the vehicle 10. The dash wall 44 separates
an engine compartment of the vehicle 10 from a passenger
compartment of the vehicle 10, 1n a conventional manner.

The front side member 46 1s a beam that extends forward to
a front area of the vehicle 10 from the dash wall 44. Typically,
the bumper assembly 14 attaches to a front end 46a of the
front sidde member 46, as indicated in FIGS. 10 and 11. A rear
portion 465 of the front side member 46 extends along the
dash wall 44 and 1s rigidly attached thereto, as shown 1n FIG.
12. Depending upon the overall design of the vehicle 10, the
front side member 46 can extend further rearward under a
floor (not shown) of the passenger compartment. The front
side member 46 also includes an outboard facing surface 46c¢,
as indicated 1n FIGS. 10, 12 and 14. The front side member 46
turther includes a forward section 464 located rearward of the
front end 46a and forward of the rear portion 465, as indicated
in FIGS. 12, 21 and 46.

The hood ledge 48 1s a structural member that has a front
end 48a and a rear end 485b. The front end 48a of the hood
ledge 48 1s fixedly attached to the front end 46a of the front
side member 46, as shown in FIGS. 8, 10 and 12-14. The rear
end 486 of the hood ledge 48 15 fixedly attached to at least one
or both of the dash wall 44 and the A-pillar42. The hood ledge
48 has an overall curved shape. Specifically, the hood ledge
48 extends upwardly and laterally outwardly away from the
forward end 46a of the front side member 46 1n a vehicle
rearward direction, and then straightens out as 1t approaches
the dash wall 44 and the A-pillar 42, as shown 1n FIGS. 9 and
11. As a result of this overall shape, the front end 48a of the
hood ledge 48 1s located inboard of the rear end 485, as shown
in FIGS. 9 and 11. The shape of the hood ledge 48 also defines
a ramping surtace 487 shown in FIGS. 9-12. The ramping
surface 48» defines an inclined angle with respect to the
vehicle longitudinal direction L, as indicated in FIG. 11. The
ramping surface 48~ 1s a lateral outwardly extending section
of the hood ledge 48 that can transier longitudinal force from
an 1mpact event and redirect at least a portion of that force into
lateral movement of the vehicle 10, as described in greater
detail below.

Although not shown, at least a portion of an upper surface
48¢ (see F1GS. 9 and 10) of the hood ledge 48 conforms to the
shape and contour of an outboard edge of the engine hood 18.
The hood ledge 48 also has a lower surface 484, as shown 1n
FIGS. 8 and 12. Since the s111 40, the A-pillar 42, the dash wall
44, the front side member 46 and the hood ledge 48 are
conventional features, further description 1s omitted for the
sake of brevity.

A description of the engine cradle 32 of the front end
structure 12 1s now provided with specific reference to FIG.
15. The engine cradle 32 includes a front engine cradle mem-
ber 52, adriver’s side engine cradle member 54, a passenger’s
side engine cradle member 56 and a rear engine cradle mem-
ber 58. The front engine cradle member 52 and the driver’s
side engine cradle member 54 are fixedly attached to one
another such that the intersection between them defines a first
front corner 60. The front engine cradle member 52 and the
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passenger’s side engine cradle member 56 are fixedly
attached to one another such that the intersection between
them defines a second front corner 62. The driver’s side
engine cradle member 54 and the rear engine cradle member
58 are fixedly attached to one another. Rearward of an inter-
section between the driver’s side engine cradle member 54
and the rear engine cradle member 58, a first rear corner 64 of
the engine cradle i1s defined. The passenger’s side engine
cradle member 56 and the rear engine cradle member 58 are
fixedly attached to one another. Rearward of an intersection
between the passenger’s side engine cradle member 56 and
the rear engine cradle member 38, a second rear corner 66 of
the engine cradle 32 1s defined.

The engine cradle 32 mounts to an underside of the body
structure 30 at four body attachment points 70, 72, 74 and 76.
More specifically, the attachment point 70 1s located at the
first front corner 60, the attachment point 72 1s located at the
second front corner 62, the attachment point 74 1s located at
the first rear corner 64 and the attachment point 76 1s located
at the second rear corner 66. The attachment points 70, 72, 74
and 76 are connected to an underside of the body structure 30
in a conventional manner. Specifically, the attachment points
70 and 74 are attached to an underside of the front side
member 46 on the driver’s side of the vehicle 10, as indicated
in FIG. 8, and the attachment points 72 and 76 are similarly
attached to an underside of the front side member on the
passenger’s side (not shown) of the vehicle 10.

Although the engine cradle attachments to the body struc-
ture 30 are structurally strong, the attachment points 70, 72,
74 and 76 can include resilient bushings to absorb vibrations
from an engine assembly 80 (described below) or alterna-
tively can include rigid attachment structures, such as large
fasteners such that the engine cradle 32 can be removably
attached to the body structure 30.

The engine cradle 32 also includes three engine mounting,
structures 82, 84 and 86. The engine mounting structure 82 1s
located along an upper surface of the driver’s side engine
cradle member 54, rearward from the first front corner 60.
The engine mounting structure 84 1s located along an upper
surface of the front engine cradle member 52. The engine
mounting structure 86 1s located along an upper surface of the
rear engine cradle member 58. Each of the engine mounting
structures 82, 84 and 86 includes a motor mount 88 (only two
motor mounts are depicted in FIG. 15). The motor mounts 88
are fastened to the engine assembly 80 at spaced apart loca-
tions (only two of the motor mount locations are depicted in
FIG. 15). The motor mounts 88 are further fastened to the
engine cradle 32 at the locations 82, 84 and 86, as indicated 1n
FIG. 15.

The engine assembly 80 includes an engine, a transmission
and a transaxle. The engine can be an internal combustion
engine or an electric motor. The transmission can be a con-
tinuously variable transmission (CV'T), a dual clutch trans-
mission (DCT), a manual transmission or an automatic trans-
mission. Further the engine assembly 80 can be a
combination of an internal combustion engine, an electric
motor and a transmission that allows for switching between
the two power sources (a hybnid power train). The engine
assembly 80 1s depicted generically as a series of boxes for the
sake of simplicity and brevity. However, 1t should be under-
stood that each individual engine and transmission has its
own umque size and shape. Therelore, the 1nvention 1s not
limited to the generic shape given to the engine assembly 80
in the drawings.

The engine cradle 32 also can also support steering and
suspension components, as indicated 1n FIG. 15. These steer-
ing and suspension components are basically supported by
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the rear engine cradle member 58 of the engine cradle 32.
Description of these conventional steering and suspension
components 1s omitted for the sake of brevity

A description of the force recerving member 20 (the force
receiving structure) 1s now provided with specific reference to
FIGS. 16,17 and 18. In the first embodiment, the force receiv-
ing member 20 1s a two piece construct that includes an upper
portion 90 and a lower portion 92. The upper portion 90
includes a plurality of tlat flanges 90a, 905, 90¢ and 904, and
a contoured flange 90¢ that extends from a forward end 90/ of
the upper portion 90 of the force recerving member 20 to a
rearward end 90g of the upper portion 90.

The lower portion 92 includes a plurality of flat flanges
92a, 926, 92¢ and 92d, and a contoured flange 92¢ that
extends from a forward end 92f of the force receiving member
20 to a rearward end 92¢. The rearward end 92¢ defines an
attachment flange that 1s used for attachment to the driver’s
side engine cradle member 54 of the engine cradle 32.

Due to the inclusion of the attachment flange defined by the
rearward end 92g of the lower portion 92, the lower portion 92
1s slightly larger than the upper portion 90. More specifically,
the contoured flange 92¢ 1s longer than the contoured tlange
90e. Further, the contoured flange 90e of the upper portion 90
1s shaped to nestle along and against an mnboard surface 92/
(shown 1n FIG. 18) of the lower portion 92. The upper portion
90 1s welded to the lower portion 92 forming the overall shape
of the force receiving member 20. The force receiving mem-
ber 20 can also have an alternate, inverted configuration in
which the contoured flange 90e can be longer than the con-
toured flange 92e, such that the contoured flange 92e 1s
shaped to nestle along and against an 1nboard surface of the
upper portion 90.

With the upper section 90 welded to the lower section 92,
the force receiving member 20 defines a force recerving sur-
face 94 and a force transmitting section 96. The force receiv-
ing surface 94 1s basically defined along a section of the
contoured flange 92¢ of the lower portion 92 and 1s reinforced
by the contoured flange 90e located rearward and welded to
the countered flange 92¢. The force transmitting section 96 1s
defined by portions of the contoured flange 90e and the con-
toured tlange 92e, as indicated 1n FIGS. 16 and 17. The force
receiving surface 94 1s an outboard facing surface that 1s
generally flat or planar. The force transmitting section 96 1s
also flat or planar, and 1s a rigid portion of the force receiving
member 20 that 1s provided to transmit force recerved by the
force recerving surface 92 to the engine cradle 32.

The force receiving member 20 1s fixedly attached to the
engine cradle 32 by, for example, welding. Specifically, each
of the flat flanges 9056, 90¢c and 904 of the upper portion 90 can
be welded to the upper surface of the driver’s side cradle
member 54 of the engine cradle 32. The flat flange 90a of the
upper portlon 90 can be welded to the upper surface of the
front engine cradle member 52. Further, each of the flat
flanges 925, 92¢ and 924 of the lower portion 92 are welded
to a lower surface (not shown) of the dniver’s side cradle
member 54 of the engine cradle 32. The flat flange 92a of the
lower portion 92 1s welded to a lower surface (not shown) of
the front engine cradle member 32. As well, the attachment
flange defined by the rearward end 9256 of the lower portion 92
of the force recerving member 20 1s welded to an outboard
surface of the driver’s side cradle member 54 of the engine
cradle 32 adjacent to the engine mounting structure 82. Alter-
natively, the force recerving member 20 can be attached by
removable fasteners to the engine cradle 32.

Thus, the force recerving member 20 defines a force recerv-
ing structure that 1s rnigidly and fixedly attached to the engine
cradle 32. The overall shape ofthe force recerving member 20
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1s such that the force receiving member 20 basically wraps
around the first front corner 60 of the engine cradle 32. It
should be understood that the welding points described above
for attachment of the force receiving member 20 to the engine
cradle 32 are merely examples of the attachment between the
two structures. Additional welding points may be included, as
necessary, and differing attachment locations can alterna-
tively be defined between the force recerving member 20 and
the engine cradle 32.

It should be understood from the drawings and the descrip-
tion herein that there can be two force recerving members 20,
one on each lateral side of the engine cradle 32, one at the first
front corner 60 and one at the second front corner 62. How-
ever, since the two force receiving members 20 are identical
(but mirror 1mages of one another) description of the second
ol the two force receiving members 20 1s omitted for the sake
of brevity. Also, it 1s contemplated that there can be only one
force recerving member at either the first front corner 60 or the
second front corner 62 of the engine cradle 32.

It should be understood from the drawings and the descrip-
tion herein that the force recerving member 20 can alterna-
tively be formed as a one-piece unitary member, or can be
made of more than two metal elements welded together to
provide the force redirecting features of the force recerving,
member 20. Alternatively, the engine cradle 32 can be
designed and assembled to include the features of the force
receiving member 20. In particular, the engine cradle 32 can
be designed and manufactured to include the force receiving
surface 94 and the force transmitting section 96 without the
force recerving member 20. In other words, the front engine
cradle member 52 and the driver’s side engine cradle member
54 can be constructed differently to include the shapes, the
structural functions and geometry of the force recerving sur-
face 94 and the force transmitting section 96.

The force recerving member 20 basically defines a force
receiving structure having the force recerving surface 94 and
the force directing section 96. As indicated 1n FIG. 16, the
design and orientation of the force recerving surface 94 and
the force directing section 96 are such that a first apex A, a
second apex A, and a third apex A, are defined by features of
the force recewmg member 20. Spec1ﬁcallyj a forward end of
the force receiving surface 94 defines the apex A, of the force
receiving member 20. As shown in the drawings, the force
receiving surface 94 extends laterally outboard from proxi-
mate the front corner 60 of the engine cradle 32 toward the
force directing section 96. The second apex A, 1s located
rearward of the force recerving surface 94 at the intersection
of the force receiving surface 94 and the force directing sec-
tion 96. In other words, the force recerving surface 94 extends
from the first apex A, located adjacent to the front corner 60
of the engine cradle 32 to the second apex A,. The force
directing section 96 extends from the second apex A, to the
third apex A,. The third apex A, 1s located adjacent to the
engine mounting structure 82 at a rearward end of the force
receiving member 20, but forward of the rearward end 92¢
(the attachment flange) of the force recerving member 20. As
1s made clearer 1n the description of the various embodiments
below (for example, FIGS. 31-34), the line extending
between the first apex Al and the third apex A3 1s not parallel
to a vehicle longitudinal direction L. shown 1n FIG. 11 (also
see F1G. 24-26), but extends substantially parallel to the lon-
gitudinal direction of the driver’s side engine cradle member
54.

As imdicated i FIG. 16, a portion of the force receiving
member 20 extends mnboard from the first apex A, around and
in front of the first front corner 60 defining a front attachment
arm 98. The front attachment arm 98 1s fixedly attached to the
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engine cradle 32 such that the front attachment arm 98 covers
a forward facing surface of the engine cradle 32.

As 1s indicated 1n FIG. 16, the force recerving surface 94
has a first vertical height H, at the first apex A, and a second
vertical height H, at the second apex A,. The second vertical
height H, 1s greater than the first vertical height H;, .

As indicated 1n FIG. 11, the force receiving surface 94
extends rearwardly and laterally outbound at an inclined
angle a with respect to the vehicle longitudinal direction L.
The force receiving surface 94 1s configured to receive an
impacting force directed rearward 1n the vehicle longitudinal
direction L 1n the small overlap test. At least a portion of the
impacting force received by the force receiving surface 94 1s
then redirected to the engine cradle 32 proximate the engine
mounting structure 82 via the force directing section 96. The
force redirected by the force directing section 96 to the engine
cradle 32 1s a lateral force that causes the vehicle 10 to move
laterally away from the points of impact with the barrier B.
One effect of this redirecting of force 1nto a lateral component
of force 1s that the engine cradle 32 deforms such that the
driver’s side engine cradle member 54 of the engine cradle 32
can deform slightly causing contact between the engine
cradle 32 and the engine assembly 80, and contact between
the lateral energy transfer member 22 and the engine assem-
bly 80, resulting 1n lateral movement of the vehicle 10, as
described in greater detail below. Specifically, since a large
portion of the mass of the vehicle 10 1s constituted by the
engine assembly 80, the application of lateral force on the
engine assembly 80 ensures lateral movement of the vehicle
10.

The inclined angle o 1s 90 degrees or less, but 1s preferably
45 degrees of less and greater than 10 degrees. In the depicted
embodiment, the inclined angle a 1s equal to 20 degrees (see
FIG. 11). The inclined angle defined between the vehicle
longitudinal direction L and the ramping surface 487 of the
hood ledge 48 i1s similar or approximately equal to the
inclined angle .

A description of the lateral energy transier member 22 1s
now provided with initial reference to FIGS. 12-15, 19 and
20. The lateral energy transter member 22 1s a rigid construct
that 1s fixedly and rigidly mounted to an upper surface of the
driver’s side engine cradle member 54 of the engine cradle 32
and an upper surface of the force recerving member 20, as
shown 1n FIGS. 12-14 and 26-28. It 1s also contemplated that
the lateral energy transier member 22 may be flexibly
mounted to either or both of the driver’s side cradle member
54 and the force receiving member 20, via flexible adhesive,
rubber, or the like and/or movably mounted via a spring for
example.

As shown 1n FIGS. 19 and 20, the lateral energy transfer
member 22 basically includes an outboard side section 100, a
top section 102, an inboard side section 104, a front side
section 106 (shown 1n FIG. 20 only) and a rear side section
108. As indicated in FIG. 20, the lateral energy transier mem-
ber 22 can be formed from a single piece of sheet metal or
metal plate that 1s cut approximately into the shape depicted
in FIG. 20. The sheet metal or metal plate 1s then bent pro-
ducing a plurality of deformed regions that subsequently
define edges of the lateral transter member 22, such that the
sheet metal plate defines the box-like structure shown in FIG.
19. Alternatively, the lateral energy transifer member 22 can
be made from a plurality of cast or forged plate elements
welded together to form the overall shape depicted in FIG. 19.
As another alternative configuration, the lateral energy trans-
ter member 22 can be formed to have a curvilinear profile as
either a solid or hollow tube-like structure. In still another
configuration, the lateral energy transfer member 22 can be
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formed to have a C-shape with only an inboard side section
104, a front side section 106, and a rear side section 108.

The 1nboard side section 104 defines an engine contact
surface 110. The outboard side section 100, the top section
102, the inboard side section 104, the front side section 106
and the rear side section 108 when deformed and welded into
the shape depicted 1n FIG. 19 define a main body of the lateral
energy transfer member 22.

As indicated 1n FIGS. 24-26, the engine contact surface
110 of the inboard side section 104 1s positioned adjacent the
engine assembly 80 and faces the engine assembly 80. The
engine contact surface 110 1s configured to contact the engine
assembly 80 upon deformation of the engine cradle 32 to
transier the redirected lateral force from the force transmit-
ting section 96 to the engine cradle 32, and the lateral energy
transfer member 22 to the engine assembly 80. An engine
assembly contact member (similar to an engine assembly
contact member 150 later discussed in further detail 1n rela-
tion to the tenth embodiment), can be attached to either or
both of the drniver’s side engine cradle member 54 and the
engine contact surface 110 such that lateral forces can then be
directed from the force recewving structure 20, the lateral
energy transier member 22, and the driver’s side engine
cradle member 54 to the engine assembly 80.

A first portion (an outboard portion) of the lateral energy
transter member 22 1s welded to and extends along an upper
surface of the force receiving structure 20. A second portion
(an 1nboard portion) 1s welded to and extends along an upper
surface of the engine cradle 32 such that the engine contact
surface 110 1s defined at an 1nboard end of the lateral energy
transfer member 22. More specifically, the lateral energy
transier member 22 1s fixedly attached to the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54 between the front corner 60 and the
engine mounting structure 82 of the engine cradle 32. Alter-
natively, the engine cradle 32 can be designed and assembled
to include the features of both of the force recerving structure
20 and the lateral energy transier member 22, or otherwise the
force recerving structure 20 and the lateral energy transfer
member 22 can be integrally formed together and subse-
quently welded to the driver’s side engine cradle member 54.
The engine contact surface 110 1s positioned adjacent the
engine assembly 80 with a prescribed lateral gap G (FI1G. 24)
between the engine contact surface 110 and the engine assem-
bly 80. The prescribed lateral gap G 1s a manufacturing tol-
erance sulficiently large such that the engine assembly 80 and
the lateral energy transier member 22 (as well as the engine
cradle 32) do not contact one another during normal operation
of the vehicle 10. The lateral gap G 1s also suiliciently small
such that the lateral energy transfer member 22 1s brought into
contact with the engine assembly 80 in response to a lateral
force being applied to the cradle member 32 upon deforma-
tion of either the engine cradle 32 and or surrounding struc-
tures that move the lateral energy transfer member 22 toward
the engine assembly 80. In the depicted embodiments, the
prescribed lateral gap G 1s at least ten millimeters.

In the depicted embodiment as indicated i FIGS. 19 and
20, the lateral energy transfer member 22 defines a first width
W, measured between outboard ends of the front side section
106 and the rear side section 108. A second width W, mea-
sured between inboard ends of the front side section 106 and
the rear side section 108 1s greater than the first width W, .
Further, the inboard side section 104 defines a third width W,
such that the engine contact surface extends rearward from
the rear side section 108 toward the engine mounting struc-
ture 82 when 1nstalled to the engine cradle 32 and the force
receiving member 20.
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As indicated 1n FI1G. 24, the lateral energy transier member
22 extends longitudinally 1n a direction normal to the force
receiving surface 94 of the force receiving member 20. In
addition to directing lateral force to the engine assembly 80,
the lateral energy transfer member 22 also provides reinforce-
ment for the positioning of the force receiving member 20
relative to the engine cradle 32. Since the lateral energy
transfer member 22 1s fixed to the upper surface of the force
receiving member 20 and the upper surface of the engine
cradle 32, the lateral energy transier member 22 also serves as
a brace between the force recerving member 20 and the
engine cradle 32, thereby preventing vertical movement of

the force recerving member 20 relative to the engine cradle
32.

A description 1s now provided for the hood ledge reinforce-
ment 24 with specific retference to FIGS. 21-23. The hood
ledge reinforcement 24 basically includes a lower section
120, an upper section 122 and a plurality of braces 128 and
130. The upper section 122 of the hood ledge reinforcement
24 includes a front end 122« that 1s fixedly attached to a front
end 120q of the lower section 120 such that the lower section
120 and the upper section 122 define a V-shaped structure.
More specifically, when viewed from the side, as shown 1n
FIG. 22, the upper section 122 and lower section 120 define
an acute angle therebetween. However, at the intersection of
the front end 120 and the front end 122a, a downwardly
facing surface of the upper section 122 and the outboard
facing surface of the lower section 120 may define a right
angle therebetween, or an obtuse angle, depending upon the
overall design of the vehicle body 30.

The braces 128 and 130 extend between the lower section
120 and the upper section 122. More speciifically, each of the
braces 128 and 130 1s fixedly attached to both the lower
section 120 and the upper section 122 by, for example, weld-
ng.

The upper section 122 includes a main section 1225 and a
peripheral tlange section 122¢. The peripheral flange 122c¢
extends 1n a direction that 1s angularly offset from the main
section 122b. For example, 1n the depicted embodiment, at
most points along the length of the flange 122¢, the flange
122¢ 1s perpendicular to the main section 1225. When
installed to the body structure 30, the main section 1225 1s
welded at a variety of locations to the lower surtace 484 of the
hood ledge 48 and the flange 122c¢ 1s welded to an outboard
surface of the hood ledge 48. Further, when 1nstalled to the
body structure 30, the lower section 120 1s welded to the
outboard surface 46c¢ of the front side member 46.

In the depicted embodiment, the braces 128 and 130 are
cach basically made from a plurality of flat metal plates
welded together to form a box-like structure and welded at
lower and upper ends to the lower section 120 and the upper
section 122. As shown in the drawings, the brace 128 1s fixed
in position between the lower section 120 and the upper
section 122 along a seam or intersection between the lower
section 120 and the upper section 122. However, the brace
130 1s located proximate distal ends of each of the lower
section 120 and the upper section 122. In the depicted
embodiment, the braces 128 and 130 are not parallel to one
another, but they can be arranged parallel to one another 1f
desired.

As indicated 1n FIG. 12, an upper edge 120e of the lower
section 120 of the hood ledge reinforcement 24 1s horizon-
tally oriented with the hood ledge reinforcement 24 installed
to the front side member 46 and the hood ledge 48. Further,
when 1nstalled, the lower section 120 of the hood ledge rein-
forcement 24 extends 1n the vehicle longitudinal direction.
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The upper section 122 of the hood ledge reinforcement 24
extends upward and laterally away from the front end 464 of
the front side member 46 with the hood ledge reinforcement
24 1nstalled. Further, the upper section 122 extends along the
ramping surface 487 providing strength and rigidity to the
ramping surface 48~ of the hood ledge 48.

In the depicted embodiment, the hood ledge reinforcement
24 1s shown welded to the front side member 46 and the hood
ledge 48. However, alternatively, the lower section 120 of the
hood ledge reinforcement 24 can be removably fastened to
the front side member 46 by, for example, threaded fasteners
and the upper section 122 of the hood ledge reinforcement 24
can similarly be removably fastened to the underside of the
hood ledge 48 by, for example, threaded fasteners.

As indicated 1n FIGS. 8 thru 12, the hood ledge 48 includes
an internal reinforcement 134. The internal reinforcement
134 1s concealed within the structure of the hood ledge 48 and
1s provided to stiffen the hood ledge 48 to more effectively
redirect frontal impacting forces into lateral forces. The inter-
nal reinforcement 134 extends from a portion of the hood
ledge 48 corresponding to the ramping surface 48» rearward
toward the A-pillar 42.

FIGS. 24 thru 30 schematically show the plurality of force
redirecting features and their reaction to the small overlap
test. Specifically, FIGS. 24-26 represent the effects of the
force recerving member 20 and the lateral energy transier
member 22 on the vehicle 10 during the test, and FIGS. 27-30
show the eflects of the force receiving member 20 and the
hood ledge reinforcement 24 on the vehicle 10 during the
same test. It 1s difficult to show the effects of all three of the
plurality of force redirecting features 1n a single series of
images. Therefore, two different orientations are provided for
a more complete understanding of the effects the plurality of
force redirecting features have on the vehicle 10 as a result of
the impact event during the test.

Specifically, each of the force receiving member 20, the
lateral energy transier member 22 and the hood ledge rein-
forcement 24 are configured such that during the impact
event, they redirect at least a portion the forward momentum
of the vehicle 10 into a lateral force component such that the
vehicle 10 moves laterally relative to the barrier B with little
or no rotation or angular displacement of the vehicle 10
relative to the forward movement of the vehicle 10.

FIG. 24 1s a top view of a portion of the engine cradle 32 at
the front corner 60. In FI1G. 24, the force receiving member 20
and the lateral energy transfer member 22 are shown just prior
to an 1mpact event in the small overlap test. Just prior to
impact, the vehicle 10 has forward momentum or forward
velocity V.., such that the vehicle 10 1s moving at a predeter-
mined speed just prior to impact with the barrier B. In FIG. 25,
the 1mpact event 1s 1n a first stage with contact between the
force recerving surface 94 and the barrier B. As a result of the
impact event, a portion of the kinetic energy associated with
the forward velocity V., 1s translated or redirected 1nto lateral
velocity V- ,, which 1n turn results in the vehicle 10 beginning
to move laterally away from the barrier B. Consequently the
forward velocity V., 1s reduced, as indicated by the smaller
level of forward velocity V .. It should be understood that the
force receiving member 20 and the engine cradle 32 begin to
undergo some deformation 1 the schematic sequence
depicted 1n FIGS. 25-26.

In FIG. 26 the impact event 1s well underway 1n a second
stage of impact. The further contact between the force recerv-
ing surface 94 and the barrier B results in a continuing trans-
lation and/or redirecting of the forward velocity V .., into an
increased level lateral velocity V ., which 1n turn results 1n
turther lateral movement of the vehicle 10 away from the
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barrier B. Consequently, the forward velocity V ., 1s further
reduced, as indicated by the even smaller level of forward
velocity V..

As indicated in FIGS. 24-26, the force receiving member
20 recerves the forward force directed rearward 1n the vehicle
longitudinal direction L and redirects at least a portion of the
force (kinetic energy) to the engine cradle 32 proximate the
engine mounting structure 82 and motor mount 88 via the
force directing section 96. Meanwhile, the lateral energy
transfer member 22 provides reinforcement between the
force receiving member 20 and the engine cradle 32. Further,
as shown 1n F1G. 26, as the engine cradle 32 begins to undergo
deformation as a result of the impact event, the engine contact
surface 110 of the lateral energy transter member 22 and the
engine cradle 32 begin to press against adjacent surfaces of
the engine assembly 80. The contact between the engine
contact surface 110, the engine cradle 32 and the adjacent
surfaces of the engine assembly 80 cause the engine assembly
80 to absorb some of the laterally directed force. Since the
engine assembly 80 1s attached to the engine cradle 32 via at
least three different engine mounting structures 82, 84 and 86,
and the engine assembly 80 has significant mass, the force
applied to the engine assembly 80 pushes the vehicle 10 away
from the barrier B.

In FIGS. 27-30, the lateral energy transier member 22 1s
not visible, but the force recetving member 20 and the hood
ledge reinforcement 24 are visible.

FIG. 27 1s a bottom view of the vehicle 10 showing the
underside of the vehicle 10 responding at a third stage of the
impact event, where the force receiving member 20 has
clearly experienced some deformation, although not shown,
the lateral energy transifer member 22 has contacted the
engine assembly 80, and the hood ledge 48 has begun making
contact with the barrier B. A portion of the impact force
applied from the barrier B to the hood ledge 48 1s redirected
by the hood ledge reinforcement 24 to the front side member
46 causing further lateral movement of the vehicle 10 away
from the barrier B. Thus, at the third stage of the impact event,
the hood ledge reimnforcement 24 begins redirecting a forward
velocity V ., to the front side member 46 to generate a lateral
velocity V-, to move the vehicle 10 laterally away from the
barrier B.

In FIG. 28 1n a fourth stage of the impact event, the hood
ledge 48 has begun to experience some deformation with the
hood ledge reinforcement 24 and redirects more of the for-
ward velocity V., to the front side member 46 and thereby
generating lateral velocity V.,, which further moves the
vehicle 10 laterally away from the barrier B and correspond-
ingly reducing the forward momentum as indicated to the
reduced forward velocity V.. 1mn FIG. 30. FIGS. 29 and 30
show fifth and sixth stages of the impact event with further
increases in the lateral velocity V .. and V, . and further lateral
movement of the vehicle 10 away from the barrier B as aresult
of further portions of the velocity V.. and V.. being redi-
rected by the hood ledge reinforcement 24 to the front side
member 46.

Thus, each of the plurality of force redirecting features, the
force recerving member 20, the lateral energy transfer mem-
ber 22 and the hood ledge reinforcement 24, receive impact-
ing force associated with the above described impact event,
and each redirects the received force redirecting a portion of
the kinetic energy associated with the velocity of the vehicle
10 1nto a lateral force component such that the vehicle 10
moves laterally away from the barrier B. Further, the force
receiving surface 94 of the force recerving member 20 and the
ramping surface 48 of the hood ledge reinforcement 24 actin
parallel with one another as ramps that redirect impact forces
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into lateral movement of the vehicle, with the lateral energy
transfer member 22 assisting by transierring some of the
redirected lateral kinetic energy to the engine assembly 80.
Thus, the mass of the engine assembly 80 absorbs some of the
redirected lateral kinetic energy and translates that lateral
kinetic energy 1nto lateral movement of the vehicle 10.

As 1s described 1n greater detail below, the force receiving
member 20 can be employed 1n the vehicle 10 without the
lateral energy transier member 22 and without the hood ledge
reinforcement 24, and still provide lateral movement of the
vehicle 10 1n response to the impact event. Similarly, the
lateral energy transier member 22 can be employed 1n the
vehicle 10 without the force receiving member 20 and with-
out the hood ledge reinforcement 24, and still provide lateral
movement of the vehicle 10 1n response to the impact event.
Still further, the hood ledge reinforcement 24 can be
employed 1n the vehicle 10 without the force recerving mem-
ber 20 and without the lateral energy transifer member 22, and
still provide lateral movement of the vehicle 10 i response to
the impact event. As well, any combination of two of the three
force redirecting features can be employed 1n the vehicle 10
without the third feature.

Descriptions of various alternate embodiments, including
the ones mentioned in the previous paragraph, are described
below. Additionally, 1t should be understood that any of the
features described in relation to the various alternative
embodiments below can be incorporated 1n combination with
any of the features of the first embodiment where applicable.

Second Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 31, an engine cradle 32a 1n accor-
dance with a second embodiment will now be explained. In
view of the similarity between the first and second embodi-
ments, the parts of the second embodiment that are 1dentical
to the parts of the first embodiment will be given the same
reference numerals as the parts of the first embodiment.
Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the second embodi-
ment that are 1dentical to the parts of the first embodiment
may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the second embodiment, the engine cradle 324 has the
same sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment,
such as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle
member 56 and the rear engine cradle member 38 and the
respective features of each, as described above. However, the
engine cradle 32a further includes a cross-brace 140. The
cross-brace 140 1s fixedly attached to the intersection of the
front engine cradle member 52 and the driver’s side engine
cradle member 54. The cross-brace 140 1s further fixedly
attached to the intersection of the passenger’s side engine
cradle member 56 and the rear engine cradle member 58. As
well, the cross-brace 140 1s fixedly attached to the intersec-
tion of the driver’s side engine cradle member 54 and the rear
engine cradle member 58. Finally, the cross-brace 140 1is
fixedly attached to the intersection of the front engine cradle
member 52 and the passenger’s side engine cradle member
56. The cross-brace 140 can be fastened by removable fas-
teners and/or welded to the engine cradle 32a.

The engine cradle 32a also includes two of the force recerv-
ing members 20, one at each front corner and corresponding
lateral sides of the engine cradle 32a. The force receiving
member 20 1s described above, therefore turther description
1s omitted for the sake of brevity.

The cross-brace 140 serves to stiffen the engine cradle 324
during an impact event 1n order to maximaize the redirection of
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the forward momentum of the vehicle 10 during an impact
event 1nto the lateral movement of the vehicle 10.

The engine cradle 32a 1s employed in the vehicle 10 in
exactly the same way as described 1n the first embodiment.
Although not shown, the engine cradle 32a can include the
lateral energy transier member 22 and the vehicle 10 can also
include the hood ledge reinforcement 24, as described above.

Alternatively, the engine cradle 32a can employ only the
force recerving member 20, with both the lateral energy trans-
fer member 22 and the hood ledge reinforcement 24 being
omitted and still achieve the redirection of forward momen-
tum 1nto lateral movement in response to an 1impact event.

Third Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 32, an engine cradle 325 1n accor-
dance with a third embodiment will now be explained. In
view ol the similarity between the first and third embodi-
ments, the parts of the third embodiment that are 1dentical to
the parts of the first embodiment will be given the same
reference numerals as the parts of the first embodiment.
Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the third embodi-
ment that are identical to the parts of the first embodiment
may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the third embodiment, the engine cradle 326 has the
same sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment,
such as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle
member 56 and the rear engine cradle member 38 and the
respective features of each, as described above. However, the
engine cradle 325 further includes a brace 142. A first end of
the brace 142 1s fixedly attached to a mid-section of an
inboard side of the driver’s side engine cradle member 54
adjacent to the engine mounting structure 82. A second end of
the brace 142 1s further fixedly attached to a mid-section of an
inboard side of the passenger’s side engine cradle member 56.
The brace 142 can be fastened by removable fasteners and/or
welded to the engine cradle 325.

The engine cradle 325 also includes two of the force receiv-
ing members 20, one at each front corner and corresponding
lateral sides of the engine cradle 32b6. The force receiving
member 20 1s described above, therefore further description
1s omitted for the sake of brevity.

The brace 142 serves to stiffen the engine cradle 325 during
an 1mpact event 1n order to maximize the redirection of the
forward momentum of the vehicle 10 during an impact event
into the lateral movement of the vehicle 10.

The engine cradle 325 1s employed in the vehicle 10 in
exactly the same way as described 1n the first embodiment.
Although not shown, the engine cradle 3256 can include the
lateral energy transier member 22 and the vehicle 10 can also
include the hood ledge reinforcement 24, as described above.

Alternatively, the engine cradle 326 can employ only the
force recerving member 20, with both the lateral energy trans-
fer member 22 and the hood ledge reinforcement 24 being
omitted and still achieve the redirection of forward momen-
tum into lateral movement in response to an 1mpact event.

Fourth Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 33, an engine cradle 32¢ 1n accor-
dance with a fourth embodiment will now be explained. In
view ol the similarity between the first and fourth embodi-
ments, the parts of the fourth embodiment that are identical to
the parts of the first embodiment will be given the same
reference numerals as the parts of the first embodiment.
Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the fourth embodi-
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ment that are 1dentical to the parts of the first embodiment
may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the fourth embodiment, the engine cradle 32¢ has the
same sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment,
such as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle
member 36 and the rear engine cradle member 38 and the
respective features of each, as described above. However, the
engine cradle 325 further includes braces 144 and 146.

A first end of the brace 144 1s fixedly attached to a section
of an mboard side of the driver’s side engine cradle member
54 slightly forward from the engine mounting structure 82. A
second end of the brace 144 1s fixedly attached to a mid-
section of a forward side of the rear engine cradle member 58
and a first end of the brace 146, which 1s also fixedly attached
to the mid-section of a forward side of the rear engine cradle
member 58. A second end of the brace 146 1s further fixedly
attached to a mid-section of an inboard side of the passenger’s
side engine cradle member 56. The braces 144 and 146 can be
fastened by removable fasteners and/or welded to the engine

cradle 32c¢.

The engine cradle 32¢ also includes two of the force recerv-
ing members 20, one at each front corner and corresponding
lateral sides of the engine cradle 32c¢. The force receiving
member 20 1s described above, therefore further description
1s omitted for the sake of brevity.

The braces 144 and 146 serve to stiffen the engine cradle
32¢ during an 1impact event 1n order to maximize the redirec-
tion of the forward momentum of the vehicle 10 during an
impact event into the lateral movement of the vehicle 10.

The engine cradle 32¢ 1s employed in the vehicle 10 1n
exactly the same way as described 1n the first embodiment.
Although not shown, the engine cradle 32¢ can include the
lateral energy transier member 22 and the vehicle 10 can also
include the hood ledge reinforcement 24, as described above.

Alternatively, the engine cradle 32¢ can employ only the
force recerving member 20, with both the lateral energy trans-
fer member 22 and the hood ledge reinforcement 24 being
omitted and still achieve the redirection of forward momen-
tum 1nto lateral movement in response to an 1mpact event.

Fifth Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 34, an engine cradle 324 1n accor-
dance with a fifth embodiment will now be explained. In view
of the similarity between the first and fifth embodiments, the
parts ol the fifth embodiment that are identical to the parts of
the first embodiment will be given the same reference numer-
als as the parts of the first embodiment. Moreover, the
descriptions of the parts of the fifth embodiment that are
identical to the parts of the first embodiment may be omaitted
for the sake of brevity.

In the fifth embodiment, the engine cradle 324 has the same
sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment, such
as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side engine
cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle mem-
ber 56 and the rear engine cradle member 58 and the respec-
tive features of each, as described above. However, the engine
cradle 32d further includes a brace 148. A first end of the
brace 148 1s fixedly attached to a section of an 1nboard side of
the driver’s side engine cradle member 54 slightly forward of
the engine mounting structure 82. A second end of the brace
148 1s further fixedly attached to the intersection of the pas-
senger’s side engine cradle member 56 and the rear engine
cradle member 58. The brace 148 can be fastened by remov-
able fasteners and/or welded to the engine cradle 32b.
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The engine cradle 324 also 1includes only one of the force
receiving members 20, at one front corner of the engine cradle
32d. The force recerving member 20 1s described above,
therefore further description 1s omitted for the sake of brevity.

The brace 148 serves to stitien the engine cradle 324 during,
an 1mpact event in order to maximize the redirection of the
forward momentum of the vehicle 10 during an impact event
into the lateral movement of the vehicle 10.

The engine cradle 324 1s employed in the vehicle 10 1n
exactly the same way as described 1n the first embodiment.
Although not shown, the engine cradle 324 can include the
lateral energy transier member 22 and the vehicle 10 can also
include the hood ledge reinforcement 24, as described above.

Alternatively, the engine cradle 324 can employ only the
force recerving member 20, with both the lateral energy trans-
ter member 22 and the hood ledge reinforcement 24 being
omitted and still achieve the redirection of forward momen-
tum 1nto lateral movement in response to an 1mpact event.

Sixth Embodiment

Referring now to FIGS. 35-37, an engine cradle 32¢ in
accordance with a sixth embodiment will now be explained.
In view of the similarity between the first and sixth embodi-
ments, the parts of the sixth embodiment that are identical to
the parts of the first embodiment will be given the same
reference numerals as the parts of the first embodiment.
Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the sixth embodi-
ment that are 1dentical to the parts of the first embodiment
may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the sixth embodiment, the engine cradle 32e¢ has the
same sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment,
such as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle
member 56 (not shown in FIGS. 35-37) and the rear engine
cradle member 58 (not shown 1n FIGS. 35-37) and the respec-
tive features of each, as described above.

In the sixth embodiment, the engine cradle 32¢ 1s provided
with the force recerving member 20, as described above in the
first embodiment. However, the engine cradle 32¢ does not
include the lateral energy transier member 22. Further, the
vehicle 10 does not include the hood ledge reinforcement 24.
However, the engine cradle 32¢, when used 1n the vehicle 10,
achieves a similar redirection of forward velocity into lateral
velocity in response to an impact event as 1n the first embodi-
ment.

Seventh Embodiment

Referring now to FIGS. 38 and 39, an engine cradle 32/ 1n
accordance with a seventh embodiment will now be
explained. In view of the similarity between the first and
seventh embodiments, the parts of the seventh embodiment
that are 1dentical to the parts of the first embodiment will be
given the same reference numerals as the parts of the first
embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the
seventh embodiment that are identical to the parts of the first
embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the seventh embodiment, the engine cradle 32/ has the
same sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment,
such as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle
member 56 and the rear engine cradle member 38 and the
respective features of each, as described above.

In the seventh embodiment, the engine cradle 321 is pro-
vided with the force receiving member 20 and the lateral
energy transfer member 22, as described above 1n the first
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embodiment. However, the vehicle 10 does not include the
hood ledge reinforcement 24. However, the engine cradle 32,
when used 1n the vehicle 10, achieves a similar redirection of
forward momentum 1nto lateral movement in response to an
impact event as 1n the first embodiment.

Eighth Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 40, the vehicle 10 having an engine
cradle 32g in accordance with an eighth embodiment will
now be explained. In view of the similarity between the first
and eighth embodiments, the parts of the eighth embodiment
that are 1dentical to the parts of the first embodiment will be
given the same reference numerals as the parts of the first
embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the
cighth embodiment that are 1dentical to the parts of the first
embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the eighth embodiment, the engine cradle 32g has the
same sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment,
such as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle
member 56 and the rear engine cradle member 58 and the
respective features of each, as described above.

In the eighth embodiment, the engine cradle 32g 1s pro-
vided with the force receirving member 20 and a lateral energy
transier member 22a that replaces the lateral energy transier
member 22 of the first embodiment. The lateral energy trans-
fer member 22a 1s virtually i1dentical to the lateral energy
transier member 22 of the first embodiment, except that the
lateral energy transier member 22a 1s provided with a sloping
upper surtace 100q that 1s angled downward toward the out-
board side of the vehicle 10, such that the height of the lateral
energy transier member 22a decreases from the inboard side
section 104 toward the outboard side section 100. Alterna-
tively, the upper surface 100a could have a step-shape such
that the height of the lateral energy transifer member decreases
from the inboard side section 104 toward the outboard side
section 100. However, the engine cradle 32¢g, achieves a simi-
lar redirection of forward momentum into lateral movement
in response to an impact event as in the first embodiment.

Ninth Embodiment

Referring now to FIGS. 41-435, the vehicle 10 having an
engine cradle 32/ 1 accordance with a ninth embodiment
will now be explained. In view of the similarity between the
first and ninth embodiments, the parts of the ninth embodi-
ment that are identical to the parts of the first embodiment will
be given the same reference numerals as the parts of the first
embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the
ninth embodiment that are 1dentical to the parts of the first
embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the ninth embodiment, the engine cradle 32/ has the
same sections as the engine cradle 32 of the first embodiment,
such as the front engine cradle member 52, the driver’s side
engine cradle member 54, the passenger’s side engine cradle
member 56 and the rear engine cradle member 58 and the
respective features of each, as described above.

In the mnth embodiment, the force receiving member 20 1s
omitted, and a modified a lateral energy transter member 222
replaces the lateral energy transfer member 22 of the first
embodiment. The lateral energy transfer member 222 has all
the features of the lateral energy transter member 22 of the
first embodiment, but i1s shortened due to the omitting of the
force recerving member 20. Additionally, of the lateral energy
transier member 22 could have a sloped or step shaped upper
surface 100q as discussed 1n relation to the eighth embodi-
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ment. Also, the lateral energy transfer member 222 can alter-
natively have a C-shape with only an inboard side section 104,
a front side section 106, and a rear side section 108 as
described above 1n relation to the first embodiment.

FIGS. 43-435 show three stages of the impact event with the
engine cradle 32/ beginning to deform in FIG. 46. Further
deformation of the engine cradle 32/ moves the lateral energy
transfer member 222 1nto contact with the engine assembly
80 such that the engine assembly 80 absorbs some of the
lateral energy causing the vehicle 10 to move laterally.

The engine cradle 32/, achieves a similar redirection of
torward velocity into lateral velocity in response to an impact
event as 1n the first embodiment.

Tenth Embodiment

Referring now to FIGS. 46-52, the vehicle 10 1n accor-
dance with a tenth embodiment will now be explained. In
view of the similarity between the first and tenth embodi-
ments, the parts of the tenth embodiment that are 1dentical to
the parts of the first embodiment will be given the same
reference numerals as the parts of the first embodiment.
Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the tenth embodi-
ment that are 1dentical to the parts of the first embodiment
may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

In the tenth embodiment, the force receiving member 20,
and the lateral energy transfer member 22 have been omitted
from the vehicle 10. However, the hood ledge reinforcement
24 1s included as described above with respect to the first
embodiment. In the tenth embodiment, the hood ledge rein-
forcement 24 includes the lower section 120 (see FI1G. 49), the
brace 128, the brace 130 and the upper section 122. The upper
section 122 1s fixedly attached to the hood ledge 48 and the
lower section 1s fixedly attached to the front side member 46
by mechanical fasteners F.

The front side member 46 includes a plurality of panels
welded or otherwise rigidly fixed to one another to form a
beam of the vehicle 10. For example, the front side member
46 1ncludes an inboard panel 46; and an outboard panel 460.
As 1s mdicated i FIG. 46, the inboard panel 46; and the
outboard panel 460 define a space therebetween within the
overall shape of the front side member 46. The front side
member 46 also includes an engine assembly contact member
150 (FIGS. 48 and 49) and a remnforcement bracket 152
(FIGS. 47 and 49).

The engine assembly contact member 150 1s fixed to an
outboard surface of the inboard panel 46i of the front side
member 46, as shown 1n FIGS. 48 and 49. The reinforcement
bracket 152 1s fixed to the inboard panel 46i of the front side
member 46 and 1s dimensioned to extend from the inboard
panel 46; of the front side member 46 to the outboard panel
460, as shown 1n F1G. 49. The engine assembly contact mem-
ber 150 and the reinforcement bracket 152 are laterally
aligned with one another, as indicated 1n FIG. 49. During an
impact event, laterally directed forces from the hood ledge
reinforcement 48 are transmitted to the front side member 46.
These forces can tend to laterally deform the front side mem-
ber 48. However, upon such deformation of the front side
member 46, the reinforcement bracket 152 assists 1n main-
taining the overall shape of the front side member 46 such that
the lateral forces can then be directed from the front side
member through the engine assembly contact member 150 to
the engine assembly 80, thereby causing the vehicle 10 to
move laterally during the impact event.
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The vehicle 10 achieves a similar redirection of forward
velocity 1nto lateral velocity in response to an impact event as

in the first embodiment, as demonstrated schematically 1n
FIGS. 50-52.

Eleventh Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 53-55, a hood ledge reinforcement
24a 1n accordance with an eleventh embodiment will now be
explained. In view of the similarity between the tenth and
cleventh embodiments, the parts of the eleventh embodiment
that are 1dentical to the parts of the tenth embodiment will be
given the same reference numerals as the parts of the tenth
embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the
cleventh embodiment that are i1dentical to the parts of the
tenth embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

The hood ledge reinforcement 24a basically includes the
lower section 120 and the upper section 122 as described 1n
the tenth embodiment, but further include a plurality of braces
224,226,228,230 and 232. The upper section 122 of the hood
ledge reinforcement 24 includes a front end 122a that 1s
fixedly attached to a front end 120a of the lower section 120
such that the lower section 120 and the upper section 122
define a V-shaped structure. More specifically, when viewed
from the side, as shown 1n FIG. 53, the upper section 122 and
lower section 120 define an acute angle therebetween. How-
ever, at the intersection of the front end 120a and the front end
122a, the upper section 122 and the lower section 120 may
define a night angle, or an obtuse angle, depending upon the

overall design of the body structure 30.
The braces 224, 226, 228, 230a and 232 extend between

the lower section 120 and the upper section 122. More spe-
cifically, each of the braces 224, 226, 228, 230 and 232 is
fixedly attached to both the lower section 120 and the upper
section 122 by, for example, welding.

The upper section 122 includes a main section 12256 and a
peripheral flange section 122¢. The peripheral tlange 122¢
extends 1n a direction that 1s angularly offset from the main
section 1225. For example, 1n the depicted embodiment, at
most points along the length of the flange 122¢, the flange
122¢ 1s perpendicular to the main section 122b6. When
installed to the body structure 30, the main section 122¢ 1s
welded at a variety of locations to the lower surface 484 of the
hood ledge 48 and the flange 122c¢ 1s welded to an outboard
surface of the hood ledge 48. Further, when 1nstalled to the
body structure 30, the lower section 120 1s welded to the
outboard surface 46¢ of the front side member 46. In the
depicted embodiment, the braces 224, 226 and 228 are basi-
cally flat metal plates or gussets welded to the lower section
120 and the upper section 122. The braces 230 and 232 are
cylindrical or tube shaped elements welded to the lower sec-
tion 120 and the upper section 122. As shown 1n the drawings,
the braces 224, 226 and 228 are all fixed 1n position between
the lower section 120 and the upper section 122 along a secam
or 1itersection between the lower section 120 and the upper
section 122. However, the braces 230 and 232 are located
proximate distal ends of each of the lower section 120 and the
upper section 122. In the depicted embodiment, the braces
224, 226 and 228a extend parallel to one another. However,

the braces 230 and 232 can be angled relative to one another
and the braces 224, 226 and 228, as indicated in FIG. 53.

Twelith Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 56, a hood ledge reinforcement 224
in accordance with a twelfth embodiment will now be
explained. In view of the similarity between the tenth and
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twelfth embodiments, the parts of the twelfth embodiment
that are 1dentical to the parts of the tenth embodiment will be
given the same reference numerals as the parts of the tenth
embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the
twelfth embodiment that are identical to the parts of the tenth
embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

The hood ledge reinforcement 224 includes the lower sec-
tion 120 and the upper section 122 of the hood ledge rein-
forcement 24 of the tenth embodiment. However, the brace
128 of the tenth embodiment has been replaced with cylin-
drically shaped braces 224a and 226a. Similarly, the brace

130 of the tenth embodiment has been replaced with cylin-
drically shaped braces 230 and 232.

Thirteenth Embodiment

Referring now to FI1G. 57, a hood ledge reinforcement 2244
in accordance with a thirteenth embodiment will now be
explained. In view of the similarity between the tenth and
thirteenth embodiments, the parts of the thirteenth embodi-
ment that are identical to the parts of the tenth embodiment
will be given the same reference numerals as the parts of the
tenth embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of
the thirteenth embodiment that are identical to the parts of the
tenth embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

The hood ledge reinforcement 224a includes the lower
section 120 and the upper section 122 of the hood ledge
reinforcement 24 of the tenth embodiment. However, the
braces 128 and 130 of the tenth embodiment have been
replaced with braces 330 and 332. The braces 330 and 332
have a rectangular-like shaped cross-section, with a hollow
interior, but have rounded corners.

Fourteenth Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 58, a force recerving member 420 in
accordance with a fourteenth embodiment will now be
explained. In view of the similarity between the first and
fourteenth embodiments, the parts of the fourteenth embodi-
ment that are identical to the parts of the first embodiment wall
be given the same reference numerals as the parts of the first
embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the
fourteenth embodiment that are 1dentical to the parts of the
first embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

The force recerving member 420 has an arcuate force
recerving surtace 494 extending from the first apex A, to the
second apex A,, and an arcuate force directing section 496
extending from the second apex A, to the third apex A;. The
arcuate force recerving surtace 494 and the arcuate force
directing section 496 form a continuous curvilinear profile
from the first apex A, to the third apex A, such that the force
receiving member 420 1s disc shaped. Alternatively, the upper
portion 90 and/or lower portion 92 of the force recerving
member 420 can also form a continuous curvilinear profile,
such that the force receiving member 420 can be sphere
shaped.

Fifteenth Embodiment

Referring now to FIG. 89, a lateral energy transfer member
522 1n accordance with a fifteenth embodiment will now be
explained. In view of the similarity between the first and
fifteenth embodiments, the parts of the fifteenth embodiment
that are 1dentical to the parts of the first embodiment will be
given the same reference numerals as the parts of the first
embodiment. Moreover, the descriptions of the parts of the
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fifteenth embodiment that are 1dentical to the parts of the first
embodiment may be omitted for the sake of brevity.

The lateral energy transfer member 522 1ncludes an out-
board side section 500, amain section 502 and an inboard side
section 506. The outboard side section 500 1s similar to the
outboard side section 100 of the lateral energy transfer mem-
ber 22 of the first embodiment, except that it has a rounded or
arcuate shape. The main section 502 has a curved shape that
defines a half cylinder or tube shape. The outboard end of the
main section 502 has a diameter that 1s smaller than a diam-
eter of the inboard end of the main section 502. However, the
inboard and outboard ends of the main section 502 can have
identical diameters, making the main section 502 a hali-
cylinder shape, rather than a half frustoconical shape. The
inboard side section 506 1s generally the same as the mnboard
side section 106 of the lateral energy transier member 22, but
has rounded or arcuate shape. It 1s also contemplated that the
lateral energy transier member 322 can be formed such that
the outboard side section 500, the main section 502 and the
inboard side section 506 either define a hollow cavity therein,
or a solid cylinder or half cylinder shaped body.

The various elements and features of the vehicle 10 not
described above are conventional components that are well
known 1n the art. Since these elements and features are well
known 1n the art, these structures will not be discussed or
illustrated 1n detail herein. Rather, 1t will be apparent to those
skilled 1n the art from this disclosure that the components can
be any type of structure that can be used to carry out the
present 1nvention.

GENERAL INTERPRETATION OF TERMS

In understanding the scope of the present invention, the
term “comprising” and its derivatives, as used herein, are
intended to be open ended terms that specity the presence of
the stated features, elements, components, groups, integers,
and/or steps, but do not exclude the presence of other unstated
features, elements, components, groups, ntegers and/or
steps. The foregoing also applies to words having similar
meanings such as the terms, “including”, “having” and their
derivatives. Also, the terms “part,” “section,” “portion,”
“member” or “element” when used in the singular can have
the dual meaning of a single part or a plurality of parts. Also
as used herein to describe the above embodiment(s), the fol-
lowing directional terms “forward”, “rearward”, “above”,
“downward”, “vertical”, “horizontal”, “below” and “trans-
verse” as well as any other similar directional terms refer to
those directions of a vehicle equipped with the vehicle front
end structure. Accordingly, these terms, as utilized to describe
the present mvention should be interpreted relative to a
vehicle equipped with the vehicle front end structure.

The terms of degree such as “substantially”, “about™ and
“approximately” as used herein mean a reasonable amount of
deviation of the modified term such that the end result 1s not
significantly changed.

While only selected embodiments have been chosen to
illustrate the present mnvention, 1t will be apparent to those
skilled 1n the art from this disclosure that various changes and
modifications can be made herein without departing from the
scope of the invention as defined 1n the appended claims. For
example, the size, shape, location or orientation of the various
components can be changed as needed and/or desired. Com-
ponents that are shown directly connected or contacting each
other can have intermediate structures disposed between
them. The functions of one element can be performed by two,
and vice versa. The structures and functions of one embodi-

ment can be adopted 1n another embodiment. It 1s not neces-
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sary for all advantages to be present 1n a particular embodi-
ment at the same time. Every feature which 1s unique from the
prior art, alone or 1n combination with other features, also
should be considered a separate description of further inven-
tions by the applicant, including the structural and/or func-
tional concepts embodied by such features. Thus, the forego-
ing descriptions of the embodiments according to the present
invention are provided for illustration only, and not for the
purpose of limiting the invention as defined by the appended
claims and their equivalents.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A vehicle front end structure comprising:

a front side member having a front end and a forward
section proximate the front end, the front side member
extending 1n a vehicle longitudinal direction;

a hood ledge having a forward end fixedly attached to the
forward section of the front side member, the hood ledge
extending upwardly and laterally outward from the for-
ward section of the front side member 1n a vehicle rear-
ward direction; and

a hood ledge reinforcement including a lower section fix-
edly attached to a lateral outboard side surface of the
front side member, an upper section fixedly attached to
an underside of the hood ledge, and at least one brace
fixedly attached to the lower and upper sections.

2. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,

wherein

a front end of the upper section of the hood ledge reinforce-
ment 1s directly connected to and fixedly attached to a
front end of the lower section, with the lower section and
the upper section defining a V-shaped structure.

3. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 2,

wherein

an intersection of the lower section and the upper section
defines a seam therebetween, the lower section and the
upper section 1s attached along the seam and the at least
one brace 1s fixed 1n position between the lower section
and the upper section across the seam.

4. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,

wherein

the upper section and lower section define an acute angle
therebetween.

5. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,

wherein

the at least one brace includes a first brace that extends
from proximate a distal end of the lower section to
proximate a distal end of the upper section.

6. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 5,

wherein

the first brace comprises a hollow tube.

7. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 3,

wherein

the at least one brace includes a second brace located

between the first brace and respective front ends of the
lower and upper sections, the second brace extending
between and being fixedly attached to the lower section
and the upper section.
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8. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 7,
wherein

the second brace comprises a hollow tube.

9. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 7,
wherein

the second brace comprises a flat plate or gusset.

10. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 7,
wherein

the second brace extends parallel to the first brace.

11. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,
wherein

the lower section of the hood ledge reinforcement has an

upper edge that 1s horizontally oriented with the hood
ledge reinforcement 1nstalled to the front side member
and the hood ledge.
12. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,
wherein
the lower section of the hood ledge reinforcement extends
in a vehicle longitudinal direction with the hood ledge
reinforcement 1nstalled to the front side member and the
hood ledge.
13. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 12,
wherein
the upper section of the hood ledge reinforcement extends
upward and laterally away from the forward section of
the front side member with the hood ledge remnforce-
ment 1nstalled to the front side member and the hood
ledge.
14. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,
wherein
the upper section of the hood ledge reinforcement extends
upward and laterally away from the forward section of
the front side member with the hood ledge remnforce-
ment installed to the front side member and the hood
ledge.
15. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,
wherein
the at least one brace has a box-like structure.
16. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,
wherein
the upper section of the hood ledge reinforcement includes
a flange that extends along an outboard surface of the
hood ledge.
17. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,
wherein
the hood ledge includes an internal reinforcement con-
cealed within the hood ledge, and
a portion of the upper section of the hood ledge reinforce-
ment extends adjacent to the internal reinforcement in
the vehicle longitudinal direction.
18. The vehicle front end structure according to claim 1,
turther comprising
an engine assembly contact member positioned on a lateral
inboard side of the front side member 1n alignment with
the lower section of the hood ledge reinforcement.

¥ ¥ # ¥ ¥



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

