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(57) ABSTRACT

An electrical outlet cover assembly can include a plate con-
figured to be connected to an electrical outlet, the plate
including at least one outlet aperture configured to receive an
clectrical socket of the electrical outlet, a pair of rectangular
hook apertures disposed through a lower end of the plate, and
a pair of square clasp apertures disposed through an upper end
of the plate, and a box configured to connect to the plate and
cover the electrical outlet, the box including a pair of ngid
hooks disposed at a lower end of the box, the pair of hooks
being received by the pair of hook apertures, and a pair of
spring clasps disposed at an upper end of the box, the pair of
clasps being recerved by the pair of clasp apertures.

13 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRICAL OUTLET COVER

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present invention was first described m and claims the
benelit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/793,778, filed

Mar. 15, 2013, the entire disclosures of which are icorpo-
rated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to electrical outlet
covers, and more particularly, to electrical outlet covers hav-
ing a cover plate and an outlet box for retaining plugs 1n
clectrical communication with a wall outlet and retaining the
plugs therein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Electrical outlets configured to supply electrical power via
an electrically connected cord are well known. One (1) com-
mon and potentially dangerous feature of existing electrical
outlets 1s that the electrical outlets are fully exposed. Thus,
there 1s always danger of accidental electrocution when the
outlets are exposed, for adults and children alike. Exposed
outlets may allow someone, such as a young child, to stick
objects 1nto the outlet that may immadvertently shock the per-
son. This could potentially be a life-threatening situation.
Unfortunately, current outlets lack a reliable way to maintain
utility of the electrical outlets, which also keeps the safety in
check.

Accordingly, despite existing solutions there exists a need
for an apparatus or device which provides maximum safety
around an electrical outlet without compromising usability.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The 1mventor has recognized the aforementioned inherent
problems and lack 1n the art and observed that there 1s a need
for an apparatus or device configured to provide security for
clectrical outlets and that keeps electrical plugs connected to
the wall outlet. The development of the present invention,
which will be described 1n greater detail herein, substantially
departs from conventional solutions to provide an electrical
outlet cover and 1n doing so fulfills this need.

The disclosed electrical outlet cover includes a face plate
and a detachable cover. The face plate would replace a stan-
dard wall cover on a conventional receptacle. The face plate
will have the standard outlet apertures to allow use of the
outlets. The face plate will also have a fastening aperture 1n
the center of the face plate to allow attachment to the wall, as
well as two (2) hook-and-clasp apertures. These apertures
hold the hooks and clasps on the detachable cover, respec-
tively.

The cover 1s constructed 1n the form of a rectangular box,
with four (4) sides and a top portion. The side on the bottom
includes a hole through which cords of the plugs can pass. The
sides include hooks and clasps that correspond to the hook-
and-clasp apertures on the face plate. The clasps are located
on the upper portion of the cover, while the hooks are located
on the lower portion of the cover. The clasps are made of
spring steel and when properly affixed to the clasp mount
extend from the rear of the box to engage 1n the clasp aperture
of the plate to retain the box by spring force. The hooks are
made of metal and extend from the cover to engage 1n the
hook apertures on the face plate. Each of the two (2) hooks 1s
provided with two (2) apertures for the insertion of fasteners

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

to affix the hooks to the hook mounts. The fasteners can
include a cylindrical shank with a flat head forced into a
predrilled hole 1n the hook mount to retain the hook.

The disclosed electrical outlet cover can be utilized by an
end user 1n a simple and straightforward manner with little or
no training other than a stringent exercise of care with ener-
gized electrical circuits.

Inone (1) embodiment, the disclosed electrical outlet cover
assembly can include a plate configured to be connected to an
clectrical outlet and a box configured to connect to the plate
and cover the electrical outlet. The box includes a plurality of
attachment features configured to engage the plate. The plu-
rality of attachment features includes a pair of hooks disposed
at a lower end of the box and a pair of clasps disposed at an
upper end of the box. The plate includes at least one outlet
aperture configured to recerve an electrical socket of the elec-
trical outlet and a plurality of apertures configured to receive
the plurality of attachment features of the box.

In another embodiment, the disclosed electrical outlet
cover assembly can 1nclude an electrical outlet including at
least one (1) electrical socket, a plate configured to be con-
nected to the electrical outlet, and a box configured to connect
to the plate and cover the electrical outlet.

In yet another embodiment, the disclosed electrical outlet
cover assembly can include a plate configured to be con-
nected to an electrical outlet, the plate including at least one
(1) outlet aperture configured to receive an electrical socket of
the electrical outlet, a pair of rectangular hook apertures
disposed through a lower end of the plate, and a pair of square
clasp apertures disposed through an upper end of the plate,
and a box configured to connect to the plate and cover the
clectrical outlet, the box including a pair of rigid hooks dis-
posed at a lower end of the box, the pair of hooks being
received by the pair of hook apertures, and a pair of spring
clasps disposed at an upper end of the box, the pair of clasps
being received by the pair of clasp apertures.

Furthermore, the described features and advantages of the

disclosed electrical outlet cover assembly can be combined 1n
various manners and embodiments as one skilled 1n the rel-
evant art will recognize after reading the present disclosure.
The disclosure can be practiced without one (1) ormore of the
features and advantages described in any particular embodi-
ment.

Further advantages of the present disclosure will become
apparent from a consideration of the drawings and ensuing
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The advantages and features of the present disclosure will
become better understood with reference to the following
more detailed description and claims taken 1n conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, in which like elements are
identified with like symbols, and 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s an exploded front perspective view of the dis-
closed electrical outlet cover assembly depicting a plate and a
box 1n accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s an exploded rear perspective view of the disclosed
clectrical outlet cover assembly;

FIG. 3a 1s a side cross sectional view of the disclosed
clectrical outlet cover assembly taken along lines A-A and
B-B of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3b 15 a close-up of a clasp of the box of the disclosed
clectrical outlet cover assembly;

FIG. 3¢ 1s a close-up of a hook of the box of the disclosed
clectrical outlet cover assembly;
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FI1G. 4a1s a side cross-sectional view of the electrical outlet
cover assembly taken along line A-A and B-B of FIG. 1
depicted with electrical cords plugged into an electrical outlet
in accordance with the present invention; and,

FI1G. 4b1s a side cross sectional view of the electrical outlet
cover assembly taken along line A-A and B-B of FIG. 1
depicting the box being installed onto the plate with electrical
cords plugged mto an electrical outlet 1n accordance with the
present invention.

DESCRIPTIVE KEY

10 electrical outlet cover assembly
20 plate

22 outlet aperture
23 threaded fastener
24 fastener aperture
25 hook aperture
26 clasp aperture
30 box

31 side

32 front

33 top

34 bottom

36 cord slot

38 hook mount

39 clasp mount

41 hook

43a clasp fastener
435 hook fastener
45 clasp

100 outlet

101 plug

102 electrical cord

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In accordance with the invention, the best mode 1s pre-
sented 1n terms of the described embodiments, herein
depicted within FIGS. 1 through 45. However, the disclosure
1s not limited to the described embodiments and a person
skilled 1n the art will appreciate that many other embodiments
are possible without deviating from the basic concept of the
disclosure and that any such work around will also fall under
its scope. It 1s envisioned that other styles and configurations
can be easily mcorporated 1nto the teachings of the present
disclosure, and only certain configurations have been shown
and described for purposes of clarity and disclosure and not
by way of limitation of scope.

It can be appreciated that, although such terms as first,
second, etc. may be used herein to describe various elements,
these elements should not be limited by these terms. These
terms are only used to distinguish one (1) element from
another element. Thus, a first element discussed below could
be termed a second element without departing from the scope
of the present invention. In addition, as used herein, the sin-
gular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the
plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates oth-
erwise. [t also will be understood that, as used herein, the term
“comprising” or “comprises’ 1s open-ended, and includes
one (1) or more stated elements, steps or functions without
precluding one (1) or more unstated elements, steps or func-
tions. Relative terms such as “front” or “rear” or “left” or
“right” or “top” or “bottom™ or “below” or “above” or
“upper” or “lower” or “horizontal” or “vertical” may be used

herein to describe a relationship of one (1) element, feature or

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

region to another element, feature or region as illustrated in
the figures. It should be understood that these terms are
intended to encompass different orientations of the device 1n
addition to the orientation depicted 1n the figures. It should
also be understood that when an element 1s referred to as
being “connected” to another element, 1t can be directly con-
nected to the other element or intervening elements may be
present. In contrast, when an element 1s referred to as being
“directly connected” to another element, there are no inter-

vening elements present. It should also be understood that the

sizes and relative orientations of the 1llustrated elements are
not shown to scale, and 1n some instances they have been
exaggerated for purposes of explanation.

Referring to FIGS. 1-4b, disclosing an electrical outlet
cover assembly (herein referred to as the “assembly™) 10,
where like reference numerals represent similar or like parts.
The assembly 10 1s configured to provide at least some mea-
sure of protection against tampering with electrical plugs 101
of electrical cords 102 when electrically connected to an
clectrical outlet 100 and concurrent exposure to an electrical
field.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, the assembly 10 includes
a plate 20 and a box 30 which may be constructed of a rigid
thermoplastic or composite material; however other materials
are also contemplated. The plate 20 and the box 30 are con-
figured as two (2) individual parts, for example fabricated 1n
an 1njection molding process. The plate 20 1s intended to
replace a standard wall cover on a conventional 115-V duplex
receptacle. One skilled in the art will appreciate that alternate
embodiments can easily be developed to include the use of a
plurality of duplex receptacles 1n a gang fashion, receptacles
of a higher voltage, or specialized receptacles, without limi-
tation.

Alternate embodiments of the plate 20 may provide for the
inclusion of decorative, or informative, designs on either face
of the plate 20 (such as the word UP to indicate a correct
orientation) without limiting the scope.

The plate 20 1includes at least one standard rounded outlet

aperture 22 (two are shown 1n the FIGS. 1 and 2) and at least
one fastener aperture 24. The plate 20 also includes two (2),
rectangular, hook apertures 25 and two (2), generally square,
clasp apertures 26. The hook apertures 25 and the clasp aper-
tures 26 are configured to retain hooks 41 and the clasps 45
projecting from the box 30.
The box 301ncludes atop 33, a bottom 34, and two (2) sides
31 joined along horizontal abutting edges. The box 30 may be
a one piece member (e.g., molded) with a vertical front 32 and
an open back. Disposed 1n the bottom 34, running from the
open back to the front 32 1s at least one cord slot 36. The cord
slot 36 1s configured to provide for the disposition of an
clectrical cord 102 with a plug 101 mserted into the outlet
100, as shown 1n FIG. 4a.

Alternate embodiments may provide for the inclusion of
decorative or informative designs on the interior or exterior
faces of the box 30 without limiting the scope.

Molded onto the interior face of each side 31 and joining
with the front 32 are two (2) rectangular protrusions as seen in
FIG. 3a. The lower protrusion on each side 31 1s the hook
mount 38 which provides an attachment surface for the hook
41 as seen 1n FIG. 3¢. The hook 41 can be made of molded or
stamped metal, thermoplastic material, or any other durable
material without limitation. When affixed or otherwise con-
nected to the hook mount 38, each hook 41 extends from the
rear of the box 30 to engage into the hook aperture 25 of the
plate 20 to support and retain the box 30 1n the preferred
position as seen 1n FIG. 4a.
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Each of the two (2) hooks 41 1s provided with two (2)
apertures for the purpose of the msertion of fasteners 435 to
ailix the hooks 41 to the hook mounts 38. The fasteners 435
can include a cylindrical shank with a flat head which 1s
received by a predrilled hole in the hook mount 38 to retain
the hook 41. Alternate embodiments of the fasteners 435
could incorporate a twisted square shank, or a single, or
multiple, rib wrapped 1n a helix around a cylindrical shank, or
a threaded fastener.

The upper protrusion on each side 31 1s the clasp mount 39
which provides an attachment surface for the clasp 45 as seen
in FI1G. 3b. The clasp 45 can be made of spring steel and when
properly aflixed to the clasp mount 39 extends from the rear of
the box 30 to engage 1n the clasp aperture 26 of the plate 20 to
retain the box 30 (e.g., by spring force) 1n position as seen in
FIG. 4a. Each of the two (2) clasps 45 1s provided with two (2)
apertures for the purpose of the isertion of fasteners 43a to
allix said clasps 45 to the clasp mounts 39.

It 1s envisioned that other styles and configurations of the
disclosed assembly 10 can be easily incorporated into the
teachings ol the present disclosure, and only certain particular
configurations have been shown and described for purposes
of clarity and disclosure and not by way of limitation of scope.

The disclosed assembly 10 can be installed and utilized by
the user 1n a simple and effortless manner with little or no
training. After initial purchase or acquisition of the assembly
10, 1t can be utilized as indicated 1n FIGS. 1-45.

An example use of the disclosed assembly 10 involves
replacement of an original wall plate around a selected outlet
100 with the plate 20, and therefore 1t may be a cautionary
measure to de-energize the electrical circuit(s) of the outlet
100 prior to that action.

The method of installing and utilizing the assembly 10 may
be achieved by performing the following steps: acquiring a
model of the assembly 10 having the desired style as dictated
by the application or the taste of the user; removing the
threaded fastener from the original wall plate; replacing the
original wall plate with the plate 20, ensuring that the rectan-
gular hook apertures 25 are oriented at the bottom; reinstall-
ing a threaded fastener 23 to secure the plate 20; inserting the
plug 101 of the items to be electrically energized into the
chosen outlet 100; mnserting the hooks 41 1nto the hook aper-
tures 25 1n the plate 20 (e.g., one hook 41 received by each
aperture 25), as seen in FIG. 4b, ensuring that the electrical
cord 102 1s correctly positioned within the cord slot 36 of the
box 30; rotatmg the box 30 to cover the outlet 100 and the
plugs, as seen 1n FI1G. 4b6; engaging the clasps 45 1nto the clasp
apertures 26 1n the plate 20 as seen 1n FIG. 4a; and reener-
g1zing the electrical circuit(s) of the outlet 100.

Another example use of the assembly 10 may mvolve
installing the cover 20 and the box 30 as previously described
without installing the plug 101 of any electrical cord 102 1nto
the outlet 100. This will provide a measure of protection
against the unwanted exposure of an experientially chal-
lenged 1individual to the electrical field of the outlet 100.

The foregoing embodiments of the disclosed electrical out-
let cover have been presented for purposes of 1llustration and
description. They are not intended to be exhaustive or to limait
the mvention and method of use to the precise forms dis-
closed. It can be appreciated by one skilled in the art that other
styles, configurations, and modifications of the invention can
be icorporated 1nto the teachings of the present disclosure
upon reading the specification and that the embodiments
shown and described are for the purposes of clarity and dis-
closure and to limit the scope. The embodiments have been
chosen and described 1n order to best explain the principles
and practical application 1n accordance with the mvention to
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6

cnable those skilled in the art to best utilize the various
embodiments with expected modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated. The present application includes
such modifications and 1s limited only by the scope of the
claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An electrical outlet cover assembly comprising:

a plate configured to be connected to an electrical outlet,

said plate comprising:

a plate top and a plate bottom opposite said plate top;

a pair of square clasp apertures disposed through said
plate near said plate top;

a pair of rectangular hook apertures disposed through
said plate near said plate bottom; and,

a box configured to connect to said plate and cover said

clectrical outlet, said box comprising;

a box top, a box bottom opposite said box top, and box
sides:

a pair of flexible clasps disposed near said box top, each
of said pair of clasps being biased outwardly toward
said box sides for releasable engagement within said
pair of clasp apertures;

a pair of rigid hooks disposed near said box bottom, each
of said pair of hooks comprising a downwardly
hooked end being removably received within said pair
ol hook apertures,

wherein said pair of hook apertures support said pair of

hooks to support said box on said plate, and

wherein said pair of clasp apertures retain said pair of

clasps to retain said box on said plate.

2. The assembly of claim 1, wherein said plate further
comprises

at least one outlet aperture configured to receive an elec-

trical socket of said electrical outlet.

3. The assembly of claim 1, wherein said box comprises a
top wall at said box top, a bottom wall at said box bottom
opposite said top wall, a pair of laterally opposed side walls,
and a front wall, and wherein said walls define an internal
volume.

4. The assembly of claim 3, wherein each side wall of said
pair of side walls comprises an upper protrusion near said top
wall and a lower protrusion near said bottom wall, each pro-
trusion extending outwardly toward an opposing side wall,
wherein each one of said pair of clasps 1s connected to said
upper protrusion, and wherein each one of said pair of hooks
1s connected to said lower protrusion.

5. The assembly of claim 4,

wherein each hook of said pair of hooks and each clasp of

said pair of clasps extend outwardly from said internal

volume of said box.

6. The assembly of claim 1, wherein said box comprises a
cord slot disposes 1n said bottom wall.

7. An electrical outlet cover assembly comprising:

an electrical outlet comprising at least one electrical

socket:;

a plate connected to said electrical outlet, said plate com-

prising;:

a plate top and a plate bottom opposite said plate top;

a pair of square clasp apertures disposed through said
plate near said plate top;

a pair ol rectangular hook apertures disposed through
said plate near said plate bottom; and,

a box removably connected to said plate and cover said

clectrical outlet, said box comprising;

a box top, a box bottom opposite said box top, and box
sides:
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a pair of tlexible clasps disposed near said box top, each 10. The assembly of claim 9, wherein each side wall of said
of said pair of clasps being biased outwardly toward pair of side walls comprises an upper protrusion and a lower
said box sides for releasable engagement within said pIOtI'USiOIl,, each protrusion extending outward]y toward an
pair of clasp apertures; opposing side wall, wherein each one of said pair of clasps 1s
a pair of rigid hooks disposed near said box bottom, each 5 connected to said upper protrusion, and wherein each one of
of said pair of hooks comprising a downwardly said pair of hooks is connected to said lower protrusion.

hooked end being removably recerved within said pair .
of hook apertures. 11. The assembly of claim 10,

wherein said pair of hook apertures support said pair of wherein each hook of said pair ot hooks and each clasp of
hooks to support said box on said plate, and | said pair of clasps extend outwardly from said internal

wherein said pair of clasp apertures retain said pair of 1 volume of said box.

clasps to retain said box on said plate. 12T

8. The assembly of claim 7, wherein said box comprises a
cord slot configured to receive a cord of an electrical plug
connected to said electrical socket.

9. The assembly of claim 7, wherein said box comprises a
top wall, a bottom wall opposite said top wall, a pair of
laterally opposed side walls, and a front wall, and wherein
said walls define an internal volume. S I

e assembly of claim 9, wherein said box comprises a
cord slot disposes in said bottom wall and configured to
receive a cord of an electrical plug connected to said electrical

5 socket.

13. The assembly of claim 7, wherein said plate comprises
a fastening aperture.
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