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(57) ABSTRACT

A brick bracket which i1s installed 1n a recess provided by
removal of brick of a brick veneer 1n order to be attached to
studs of a framework of the building without contacting the
bricks. The brick bracket has a front wall which extends
outwardly and covers the brick facing and carries carriage

bolts to which a ledger can be a:

Tixed such that the ledger 1s

able to support an attached structure so that the brick bracket
will not apply any force to the bricks of the brick facing.

19 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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BRICK BRACKET FOR INSTALLATION OF A
LEDGER ON THE BRICK FACING OR
VENEER OF A STRUCTURE AND
ASSOCIATED METHODS FOR THE
INSTALLATION OF THE BRICK BRACKET
ON THE BRICK FACING

CROSS RELATED APPLICATION

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/792,358, filed on Jun. 2, 2010, which claims

the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/183,
740 filed Jun. 3, 2009 and claims the priority thereof. Each of
the above-identified applications being incorporated herein
by reference 1n their respective entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The 1invention relates to a bracket retferred to as a brick
bracket for the installation of a ledger at the surface of a brick
facing or veneer of a structure such as a building.

The invention also relates to a method for the installation of
such a brick bracket.

BACKGROUND

A problem exists as regards how to connect a load bearing
member to a building having a brick facing or veneer. Most
Building Codes specify that brick veneer can only support its
own weight and cannot support additional loads, such as
those from an outside structure such as a deck or roof system.

This presents a problem when 1t 1s desired to build a deck
on a house with a brick veneer as it 1s necessary to support a
ledger at the side of the house, that serves to support the joists
of the deck and resists the weight of the deck. Since the ledger
cannot be attached to the brick of the veneer other measures
need to be taken.

Normally, the bricks must be removed 1n the area of the
ledger and supported from above which 1s a difficult and
eXpensive process.

In such case, the ledger 1s attached to the existing frame-
work of the house with very long bolts of sufficient strength
that can resist the bending forces induced 1n them as the bolts
project outwardly from the framework four to five inches.
Furthermore this can still lead to application of load on the
bricks of the brick veneer because the bolts deflect under the
load.

In the case of a deck 1t can be built free standing with
additional girders and posts on footings. This 1s costly and
also lacks attachment of the deck to the building.

All of these solutions create additional engineering mate-
rial and labor costs and are difficult to implement.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the invention 1s to provide means by which the
deck can be connected to the framework of the building in a
simple manner without the need for incident costs and labor
as described above.

A Turther object of the mvention 1s to provide such means
by which the ledger can be attached to the framework without
risk of applying forces to the brick veneer.

In accordance with the mvention a bracket i1s provided
which enables the ledger to be connected to the framework of
the building without applying a load from the ledger to the
bricks of the brick veneer.
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In further accordance with the invention a plurality of brick
brackets are installed on studs of the framework of the build-
ing, usually spaced at 16 inches. The brick brackets can be
installed on each stud or on spaced studs depending on the
s1ze and weight of the deck. At each brick bracket location,
three bricks are removed, namely two bricks in each row and
one brick in the row thereabove. This 1s easily done and
involves minimum labor and without any additional shoring.
The brick bracket 1s formed with a rear wall serving as a back
plate and the bracket 1s inserted into the recess formed by the
removal of the bricks until the back wall fits flush against the
respective stud for the sheathing thereon, (1f any) and 1s fixed
thereto by a plurality of lag bolts. A spanning plate extends
torwardly from the back plate wall over the top surface of the
next lower row of bricks by a spacing thereof so that no
contact 1s made by the spanning plate and the bricks of the
next lower row. A front wall or support plate depends from the
spanming plate outside the surface of the brick veneer. The
front wall supports a ledger, usually of wood. The ledger
extends along the length of the brackets and 1s secured thereto
by carriage bolts. The three bricks can be reinstalled or alter-
natively the space can be leit open and subsequently covered
by the deck joists and sealed by flags.

A feature of the invention 1s that the brick 1s rigid and made
of metal in order to resist deflection.

In further accordance with the invention the bracket serves
as a means to apply the load from the deck to the framework
of the building without application of any force to the under-
lying bricks.

The method of the invention 1s very simple and requires no
complexity 1n the installation of the brackets to the framing
and 1t also assures that no bending forces will be applied to the
underlying bricks of the brick veneer due to the weight of the
deck and the use to which 1t 1s put.

Although the invention 1s described with respect to instal-
lation of a deck, the invention 1s also applicable to the attach-
ment of numerous other structure or equipment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES OF
THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 1s a front view of a portion of a building having a
brick veneer to which 1s installed a brick bracket according to
the invention.

FIG. 2 1s a sectional view taken along line 2-2 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view from the front and right side of
FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a portion of a wall 1 of a building 2 such as a
house. The wall 1 has a brick facing or veneer 3 composed of
rows of bricks 4 placed one above the other.

The invention 1s based on a construction by which a struc-
ture such as a deck (not shown) can be attached to a building.
Although the mvention will be described 1n relation to the
attachment of a deck to the building 1t 1s only by way of
example and other structures can be attached within the con-
templation of the invention.

Since numerous Building Codes prohibit the application of
load to the brick facing or veneers of the building 1 to the
invention provides a umique way in which the deck can be
attached to the building without imposing any load upon the
brick facing. In this regard, the invention provides a plurality
of brackets 5 spaced longitudinally along the line of bricks
attached to the building and adapted to support the ledger 6
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which extends along the length of the building over a distance
corresponding to the width of the deck. The ledger 6 1is
intended to support the ends of joists of the deck whose
opposite ends are supported at a distance from the building
corresponding to the length of the deck. The manner of sup-
port of these opposite ends 1s not shown and 1s well known in
the art. It should be noted that the deck can be placed at
ground level or at an elevation, for example, where a door can
be opened to lead to the deck. Since the brackets 5 are asso-
ciated with the bricks of the brick facing they will be referred
to at various times as brick brackets.

In order to attach the brackets S to the building 2, three
bricks are removed two 1n one line of bricks and one 1n the
next higher row centrally located above the two bricks in
order to provide a void or recess 7 1n the brick facing 3. The
removal of the bricks 4 1s easily carried out and requires no
special skill or implements. The brick bracket 5 1s then
inserted within the recess 7.

The brick bracket 5 comprises a back plate or wall 10
forming an attachment wall from which a spanning plate or
wall 11 extends forwardly substantially perpendicular to the
back plate. At the remote end of the spanning plate 11, a front
plate 12 or wall depends substantially perpendicular to the
spanmng plate 11 the lower end of the front plate, a ledge 13
extends substantially perpendicular thereto.

The brick bracket 5 1s inserted into the recess 7 so that the
back wall 10 of the brick bracket abuts against sheathing (not
shown) of a stud 14 of the framing 15 of the building. Since it
1s intended that the brick brackets 5 are to be secured to the
studs 14, the brackets are spaced along the wall of the building
at intervals corresponding to the spacing of the studs 14.
Normally this 1s 16" and the brackets 6 can be secured at 16"
spacing for relatively large and heavy decks, whereas for
smaller and lighter decks the spacing can be at 32" or any

other multiple of 16". The back wall 10 of each bracket

extends over a height so that 1ts top edge 1s spaced below the
lower surface of the next higher row of bricks while its lower
edge extends below the next lower row of bricks 1n order to {it

into the space between the next lower row of bricks and the
stud 14. The back wall 1s secured to the stud 14 by lag bolts 16

to be fixed thereto. The back wall 1s fixed to the stud 14 at such
a height so that the spanming wall 11 extends a distance d
above the top surface 17 of the fixed lower brick. The distance
1s generally equal to the thickness of the mortar placed
between superimposed bricks. A layer of closed cell foam 19
can be 1ntroduced to fill this space and provide no transmis-
s1on of force between the brick bracket and the top surface 17.
By spacing the spanning plate 11 above the top surface 17 of
the next lower row of bricks, transmission of any force from
the spanning plate 11 and thereby of the brick brackets to the
bricks 1s avoided.

The front plate 12 extends downwardly from the spanning,
plate 11 over the next lower row of bricks and beyond and the
ledge 13 extends forwardly from the front wall. The pair of
carriage bolts 18 have been fixedly installed 1n the front plate
and extend outwardly therefrom as shown in FIG. 2. The
ledger 6 1s 1nstalled on the carrniage bolts and affixed thereto
by nuts (not shown). The ledge can serve as a support means
for the ledger 1n the course of 1ts 1nstallation on the carnage
bolts.

The bricks that have been removed from the brick facing
can now be reinstalled in the recess 7 and mortar can be filled
in the space between the adjoining bricks except for the lower
surface which adjoins the upper surface 17 of the next lower
row of bricks. Alternatively, the space can be left open with-
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4

out reinsertion of the removed bricks as the ledger will cover
this space. In such case, sealing can be carried out between the
ledger and the brick facing.

The ledger 1s of a size to accommodate the joists of the deck
and 1n general will vary between 2x6 and 2x10. The ends of
the jo1strest on the top of the ledger and are secured thereto by
conventional means, such as nails, bolts, and cleats.

The brick bracket 1s made substantially rigid to avoid bend-
ing and deflection and its thickness 1s a function of the size of
the deck. In general the brick bracket will have a thickness
between 16" and 34". The brick brackets are made of metal
and 1n particular aluminum as these are light weight and
strong.

The brick bracket 5 i1s preferably made as an extrusion.
Specifically, 1n a preferred embodiment, the back wall 10 and
the spanning wall 11 are made as one extrusion of T shape,
and the front wall 12 and ledge 13 are made as a second
extrusion of L-shape. The facing ends of walls 11 and 12 are
formed with an interlocking joint, such as a tongue and
groove, and are engaged and welded together to form the
bracket.

The back plate 10 1s formed with ndges (not shown) of
triangular cross-section that extend thereacross to form a
“washbasin-like” eflect to provide strength and facilitate
installation on the studs.

In order to install the lag bolts 16 and small recesses (not
shown) are provided in the respective plates to facilitate such
installation.

The back plate 10 1s formed with projections 21 and its
front face of trapezoidal cross section that extend thereacross
provide strength and facilitate installation on the studs. To this
cifect the projections are interrupted to form recesses 22 into
which the lag bolts 16 are inserted. At the lower end of plate
10 a triangular brace 23 1s formed to join the back plate 10
with the spanning plate 11.

Although the invention has been described 1n relation to
specific embodiments thereof it will become apparent to
those skilled in the art that numerous modifications and varia-
tions thereof can be made without departing from the scope
and spirit of the invention as defined in the attached claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A brick bracket comprising;:

a 1irst wall having a front face defining at least one cavity
configured for disposal of a fastener, wherein the front
face has at least one projection adjacent the at least one
cavity;

a second wall disposed between a first brick and a second
brick and having a first end connected to the first wall
and a second end, the second wall including a first sur-

face and a second surface oriented to face the second

brick, the second surface spaced apart from the second

brick to prevent a force applied to the brick bracket from

being transmitted to the second brick; and

a third wall connected to the second wall and including a

first surface extending transversely to engage a support
member and a second surface extending along at least a
portion of the second brick, the second surface of the
third wall 1s oriented to face the second brick and spaced
apart from the second brick.

2. The brick bracket as recited in claim 1, wherein the first
end of the second wall 1s attached to the first wall via inter-
locking components.

3. The brick bracket as recited 1n claim 1, wherein the at
least one projection has a trapezoidal cross-section.

4. The brick bracket as recited in claim 1, wherein the front
face of the first wall defines a plurality of projections, the
projections being interrupted to form the at least one cavity.
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5. The brick bracket as recited in claim 1, wherein the first
surface of the second wall 1s oriented to face the first brick.

6. The brick bracket as recited in claim 1, wherein a plu-
rality of brick brackets are arranged 1n a spaced relation along,
a row of bricks.

7. The brick bracket as recited 1n claim 1, wherein a space
between the second wall and the second brick 1s filled with a
closed cell foam.

8. The brick bracket as recited 1n claim 1, wherein a trian-
gular brace 1s configured to join the first wall with the second
wall to provide support to the brick bracket.

9. The brick bracket as recited in claim 1, wherein the brick
bracket 1s formed as an extrusion.

10. The brick bracket as recited 1n claim 1, wherein the
brick bracket 1s rnigid.

11. The brick bracket as recited 1n claim 1, wherein the at
least one cavity includes a recess.

12. The brick bracket as recited 1in claim 11, wherein the
recess 1s configured for disposal of a lag bolt.

13. The brick bracket as recited in claim 1, wherein the first
wall 1s configured for attachment to a stud within a frame-
work.

14. The brick bracket as recited in claim 13, wherein the
first wall 1s fixed to the stud at a height such that the second
wall 1s spaced apart a distance from a fixed lower brick.

15. A brick bracket comprising:

a back wall configured for attachment to a stud having a
front face defining a plurality of projections that define at
least one cavity therebetween configured for disposal of
a lag bollt;

a spanning wall extending perpendicular to the back wall
and being disposed between a first brick and a second
brick, the spanning wall having a first end attached to the
back wall via mterlocking components and a second
end, the spanning wall including a first surface oriented
to face the first brick and a second surface oriented to

face the second brick, the second surface being spaced
from the second brick to prevent a force applied to the
brick bracket from being transmaitted to the second brick;
and
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a front wall connected to the spanning wall and including a
first surface extending transversely to engage a ledger
and a second surface extending along at least a portion of
the second brick, the second surface of the front wall 1s
oriented to face the second brick and spaced apart from
the second brick.

16. A brick bracket system comprising;:

at least one brick bracket including:

a first wall having a front face defining at least one
cavity;

a second wall disposed between a first brick and a second
brick and having a first end connected to the first wall
and a second end, the second wall including a first
surface and a second surface oriented to face the sec-
ond brick, the second surface spaced apart from the
second brick to prevent a force applied to the brick
bracket from being transmitted to the second brick,
and

a third wall connected to the second wall and including
a first surface extending transversely to engage a led-
ger and a second surface extending along at least a
portion of the second brick, the second surface of the
third wall 1s oniented to face the second brick and
spaced apart from the second brick;

at least one lag bolt configured for disposal with the at least

one cavity and connection to a stud; and

a Tastener configured to connect the ledger with the first

surtace of the third wall.

17. The brick bracket system as recited in claim 16,
wherein the brick bracket 1s formed as an extrusion.

18. The brick bracket system as recited in claim 16,
wherein the first wall 1s fixed to the stud at a height such that
the second wall 1s spaced apart a distance from a fixed lower
brick.

19. The brick bracket system as recited in claim 18,
wherein the space between the second wall and the fixed
lower brick 1s filled with a closed cell foam.
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