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1
DECOY STAND

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELAT.
APPLICATIONS

T
.

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/510,234 filed on Jul. 21, 2011 and U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/583,282 filed on Jan. 3,

2012, the entire contents of both of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to decoy stands 1in general and
more particularly to an improved decoy stand assembly for
deploying a plurality of decoys.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Decoys have been used extensively by hunters to attract
duck, geese, and other fowl. Typically, decoys are mounted
individually on a stand and may have wings that are movable
(e.g., by wind gusts, by an electric motor, etc.) to give an
appearance as 1f the decoy 1s flapping its wings.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The mvention provides, 1n one aspect, a user configurable
decoy stand including a base pole and at least one extension
pole having a mount thereon. The decoy stand 1s configurable
by the user to change the position of the mounts and the
number of mounts, and therefore the number of decoys that
may be supported, on the decoy stand.

The mvention provides, 1n another aspect, a decoy stand
including a tubular base pole, a tubular sleeve coaxially sup-
ported on a top end of the base pole, and an extension pole
telescopically received within the tubular base pole and the
tubular sleeve. At least one decoy mount 1s coupled to each of
the tubular sleeve and the extension pole.

The invention provides, 1n yet another aspect, a decoy stand
including a tubular base pole having a top end and a tapered
lower end to facilitate pushing the base pole into the ground,
an extension pole telescopically received within the tubular
base pole, a stop coupled to the extension pole to limit an
extent to which the extension pole 1s telescopically recerved
within the tubular base pole, a first decoy mount attached
directly to the extension pole, a second decoy mount, and an
arm coupling the second decoy mount to the extension pole.
The arm with the second decoy mount 1s removably coupled
to the extension pole.

Other features and aspects of the invention will become
apparent by consideration of the following detailed descrip-
tion and accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1a 1s a perspective view of a decoy stand 1n accor-
dance with a first embodiment of the invention with a first
extension assembly.

FI1G. 15 1s an enlarged, cross-sectional view of a portion of
the first extension assembly through line 15-15 1n FIG. 1a.

FI1G. 2 1s a perspective view ol a decoy stand 1n accordance
with a second embodiment of the invention with a second
extension assembly.

FI1G. 3 15 a perspective view of a third extension assembly
that may be used with either of the decoy stands of FIGS. 1
and 2.
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FIG. 4 1s an enlarged perspective view of a portion of a
fourth extension assembly that may be used with either of the

decoy stands of FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 5 1s a perspective view of the fourth extension assem-
bly that may be used with either of the decoy stands of FIGS.
1 and 2.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view ol a connecting tube.

FIG. 7 1s aperspective view of the third extension assembly
of FIG. 3 used 1n conjunction with the decoy stand of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of the fourth extension assem-
bly of FIG. 5 used 1in conjunction with the decoy stand of FIG.
1.

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view of the fourth extension assem-
bly of FIG. 5 supported upon the first extension assembly of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 10 1s an enlarged, partially exploded perspective view
of the first and fourth extension assemblies of FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 1s a perspective view of a decoy stand 1n accor-
dance with a third embodiment of the invention with a fifth
extension assembly

Betfore any embodiments of the invention are explained 1n
detail, 1t 1s to be understood that the invention 1s not limited in
its application to the details of construction and the arrange-
ment of components set forth in the following description or
illustrated 1in the following drawings. The invention 1s capable
of other embodiments and of being practiced or of being
carried out 1n various ways. Also, 1t 1s to be understood that
the phraseology and terminology used herein 1s for the pur-
pose of description and should not be regarded as limiting.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A first embodiment of a decoy stand 10, 1llustrated in FIG.
1a, includes a first extension assembly 12 and a tubular base
pole 14. The first extension assembly 12 includes an exten-
sion pole 18 having a longitudinal axis 20. The extension pole
18 1s capable of being slidingly and telescopically received
within the tubular base pole 14 and includes an outer periph-
ery sized to provide a snug {it within the tubular base pole 14.
In the illustrated construction of the decoy stand 10, the
extension pole 18 1s made from 16 gauge square-tube steel
having a nominal dimension of 0.75 inches by 0.75 inches,
while the base pole 14 1s made from 14 gauge square-tube
steel having a nominal dimension of 1 inch by 1 inch. Alter-
natively, the base pole 14 and the extension pole 18 may be
made from a tubular material having any of a number of
different sizes and/or shapes that facilitate a snug, sliding or
telescoping fit between the base pole 14 and the extension
pole 18.

With continued reference to FIG. 1a, the base pole 14
includes a tapered lower end 22 to facilitate pushing the base
pole 14 ito the ground. The base pole 14 also includes an
upper or top end 26 having an opening through which the
extension pole 18 1s recetved. The base pole 14 also includes
a step 28 located nearer the top end 26 than the lower end 22
upon which the user of the decoy stand 10 may step to push
the base pole 14 1nto the ground. The extension pole 18 also
includes a tapered lower end 29 (FI1G. 9) to facilitate pushing
the extension pole 18 directly 1nto the ground should the user
of the decoy stand 10 decide not to use the base pole 14.

With reference to FIG. 14, the first extension assembly 12
includes two decoy mounts 34, each of which 1s configured to
support a hunting decoy (e.g. a duck). The mounts 34 are each
made from square-tube steel having a nominal dimension that
1s similar to the base pole 14. Although not shown, the hunting
decoy 1ncludes a square projection having a nominal dimen-
sion similar to that of the extension pole 18. The square
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projection on the decoy 1s received within the mount 34 1n a
sliding or telescoping manner to support the decoy upon the
decoy stand 10. Alternatively, 1f the user desires, another
extension assembly 12 may be placed in the mount 34 instead
of a decoy.

One of the mounts 34 on the extension pole 18 1s offset
from the longitudinal axis 20 of the extension pole 18 by an
arm 38, while the other mount 34 1s coaxial with the longitu-
dinal axis 20. The mounts 34 may be welded to the arm 38 and
the extension pole 18, respectively. Alternatively, any of a
number of different processes may be used to secure the
mounts 34 to the arm 38 and the extension pole 18, respec-
tively. In the 1llustrated construction of the decoy stand 10, the
arm 38 1s detachably or removably coupled to the extension
pole 18 to facilitate storage, transport, and packaging of the
decoy stand 10. Specifically, with reference to FIG. 15, the
extension pole 18 includes a tubular sleeve 33, having the
same nominal cross-sectional dimensions as the arm 38,
welded to one of the side walls of the extension pole 18. The
arm 38 includes a tubular insert 35 received 1 an end of the
arm 38 opposite the decoy mount 34 (using, for example, a
press or interference fit), and a nut 37 secured within the
tubular msert 35. Apertures 41 in the extension pole 18 are
aligned with the nut 37, and a threaded fastener 43 1s inserted
through the apertures 41 and engaged with the nut 37 to
secure the arm 38 to the extension pole 18. The threaded
fastener 43 may be unthreaded from the nut 37 to permait
removal of the arm 38 from the extension pole 18. Alterna-
tively, The arm 38 may be welded to the extension pole 18.

With reference to FIG. 1a, the first extension assembly 12
also 1ncludes a stop 39 coupled to one of the side walls of the
extension pole 18 that 1s engageable with the top end 26 of the
base pole 14 to limit the extent to which the extension pole 18
may telescope within the base pole 12. In the illustrated
construction of the decoy stand 10, the stop 39 1s configured
as a pin 47 that 1s removably received within one of multiple
spaced apertures 43a, 456 through the extension pole 18
(FIG. 10). The higher aperture 435a 1s positioned approxi-
mately 18 inches below the arm 38 to ensure that the lower-
most decoy supported on the first extension assembly 12 1s
located approximately 18 inches above the top end 26 of the
basepole 12 (FIG. 1a), while the lower aperture 455 1s located
farther from the arm 38 to position the lower-most decoy
supported on the first extension assembly 12 at a higher
clevation. Alternatively, the higher aperture 45a may be posi-
tioned at any desired distance from the arm 38.

As another alternative, the stop 39 may be omitted, and the
arm 38 on the extension pole 18 may function as the stop to
limit the extent to which the extension pole 18 may be
received within the base pole 14. Further, an adjustable detent
arrangement may be utilized between the base pole 14 and the
extension pole 18 to define one or more predefined lengths of
the combined base pole 14 and extension pole 18. For
example, a spring-biased detent may be incorporated on the
extension pole 18, and the base pole 14 may include one or
more slots or apertures (not shown) within which the detent
may be received to define one or more predefined lengths of
the combined base pole 14 and extension pole 18.

A second embodiment of a decoy stand 10a 1s 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 2. The same base pole 14 used 1n connection with the
decoy stand 10 1s also used 1n the decoy stand 10a. As such,
like features are described with like reference numerals and
will not be described again 1n detail. The decoy stand 10a
includes a second extension assembly 40 having an extension
pole 42 that 1s recerved within the base pole 14 1n a sliding or
telescoping manner like the extension pole 18 of the first
extension assembly 18. The extension pole 42 may include a
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4

tapered lower end to facilitate pushing the extension pole 42
directly into the ground should the user of the decoy stand 10qa
decide not to use the base pole 14.

The second extension assembly 40 also includes two
mounts 34 that are offset from a longitudinal axis 44 of the
extension pole 42 by respective arms 38, and a third mount 34
that 1s coaxial with the longitudinal axis. In the illustrated
construction of the second extension assembly 40, the mounts
34 are ofiset in opposite directions with respect to the longi-
tudinal axis 44. Alternatively, the mounts 34 may be offset in
the same direction, or at a right angle to each other, with
respect to the longitudinal axis 44. The arms 38 are detach-
ably or removably coupled to the extension pole 42 1n a
similar manner as the arm 38 of the first extension assembly
12. The second extension assembly 40 also includes a stop 39
identical to that used 1n the first extension assembly 12 to limat
the extent to which the extension pole 42 may be received
within the base pole 14. Alternatively, the stop 39 may be
omitted, or an adjustable detent arrangement may be utilized
between the base pole 14 and the extension pole 42 to define
one or more predefined lengths of the combined base pole 14
and extension pole 42.

A third extension assembly 46, illustrated in FI1G. 3, may be
used 1n conjunction with one of the decoy stands 10, 10a of
FIGS. 1a and 2, respectively. The third extension assembly 46
includes a tubular sleeve 50, two transverse arms 54 and two
mounts 34. The mounts 34 are identical to the mounts
described 1n connection with the first and second extension
assemblies 12, 40, and will not be described again in detail.
The sleeve 50 1s made from square-tube steel having a nomi-
nal dimension that 1s similar to the base pole 14. Each trans-
verse arm 54 couples the sleeve 50 to one mount 34. The
mounts 34 are positioned at opposite ends of the third exten-
s1on assembly 46.

The third extension assembly 46 may be used 1n conjunc-
tion with either of the decoy stands 10, 10a by consecutively
inserting one of the extension poles 18, 42 through the tubular
sleeve 50 and then the tubular base pole 14, thereby coaxially
positioning and supporting the tubular sleeve 30 (and there-
fore the remainder of the third extension assembly 46) upon
the top end 26 of the base pole 14. FIG. 7 illustrates the third
extension assembly 46 used 1n conjunction with the decoy
stand 10, 1n which the stop 39 1s engaged with a top end of the
tubular sleeve 50 to limit the extent to which the extension
pole 18 1s telescopically recerved within the tubular sleeve 50
and the base pole 14. Such a combination provides four
mounts 34 upon which four decoys, respectively, may be
supported. Alternatively, should the third extension assembly
46 be used in conjunction with the decoy stand 10a, five
mounts 34 are provided upon which five decoys, respectively,
may be supported.

The third extension assembly 46 may be used with one of
the extension assemblies 12, 40 1n an alternative fashion. For
example, the third extension assembly 46 may be coupled to
one of the mounts 34 on the extension assemblies 12, 40 with
a connecting tube 58 (FIG. 6) that 1s slidingly recerved 1n the
mount 34 and the sleeve 50 to secure the third extension
assembly 46 upon the mount 34.

A fourth extension assembly 66, illustrated 1n FIG. 5, may
be used in conjunction with one of the first and second exten-
sion assemblies 12, 40. The fourth extension assembly 66
includes a tubular sleeve 70 (FI1G. 4) made from square-tube
steel having a nominal dimension that 1s similar to the base
pole 14. The fourth extension assembly 66 also includes a
plurality of sleeve mounts 74 attached to the outer periphery
of the tubular sleeve 70, and a corresponding plurality of
extension arms 78 that are capable of being slidingly recerved
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within the sleeve mounts 74. Decoy mounts 34, identical to
those described 1n connection with the extension assemblies
12, 40, 46, are disposed on an end of each extension arm 78
(FIG. §).

Each extension arm 78 includes a first segment 80 that 1s
received within one of the sleeve mounts 74 and a second
segment 81 interconnecting the first segment 80 and the
mount 34. The thickness and length of the extension arms 78,
in addition to the included angle A (FIG. 8) between the first
and second segments 80, 81 of the arms 78, are sized such that
the second segments 81 of the respective arms 78 assume a
substantially horizontal orientation with respect to the ground
upon securing decoys to the mounts 34 on the respective
extension arms 78. To achieve this orientation, the included
angle A between the first and second segments 80, 81 of the
arms 78, when not supporting a decoy, may be between about
90 degrees and about 135 degrees.

With reference to FIG. 4, each of the sleeve mounts 74
includes a slot 82 within which the second segment 81 of a
respective extension arm 78 1s recerved. As such, the width of
the slot 82 locates the extension arm 78 within a range of
orientations with respect to the tubular sleeve 70 to prevent
decoys supported on adjacent extension arms 78 from con-
tacting each other. The width of each of the slots 82 1s also
suificiently large to permit the respective extension arms 78 to
prvot a limited amount within the sleeve mounts 74 in
response to a wind gust, thereby giving an appearance of
movement to the decoys. Alternatively, different structure
may be used to secure the extension arms 78 to the sleeve
mounts 74.

The fourth extension assembly 66 may be used 1n conjunc-
tion with one of the first and second extension assemblies 12,
40 1n the same manner as the third extension assembly 46.
Particularly, one of the extension poles 18, 42 1s consecutively
inserted through the tubular sleeve 70 and then the tubular
base pole 14, thereby coaxially positioning and supporting,
the tubular sleeve 70 (and therefore the remainder of the
fourth extension assembly 66 ) upon the top end 26 of the base
pole 14. The stop 39 1s engaged with a top end of the tubular
sleeve 70 to limit the extent to which the extension poles 18,
42 are telescopically recerved within the tubular sleeve 50 and
the base pole 14.

FIG. 8 illustrates the fourth extension assembly 66 used in
conjunction with the decoy stand 10. Such a combination
provides six mounts 34 upon which six decoys, respectively,
may be supported. Alternatively, should the fourth extension
assembly 66 be used 1n conjunction with the decoy stand 10aq,
seven mounts 34 are provided upon which seven decoys,
respectively, may be supported. The stop 39 on the extension
pole 18 limits the extent to which the extension pole 18 may
be received within the tubular sleeve 70 to prevent any inter-
ference between the arm 38 and any of the extension arms 78
on the extension assembly 66. Alternatively, if the user
desires, both of the third and fourth extension assemblies 46,
66 may be used 1n conjunction with one of the first and second
extension assemblies 12, 40 at the same time such that the
third and fourth extension assemblies 46, 66 are stacked upon
cach other and the base pole 14.

With reference to FI1G. 9, another decoy stand 106 1s shown
comprised of the first extension assembly 12 and the fourth
extension assembly 66. Particularly, the bottom end of the
tubular sleeve 70 1s engaged with and therefore supported
upon the stop 39. In the 1llustrated construction of the decoy
stand 105, the stop 39 1s recerved within the lower aperture
45b. Alternatively, the stop 39 may be repositioned within the
higher aperture 45a to position the decoy mounts 34 at a
higher elevation. In use, the decoy stand 105 may be anchored
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6

to the ground by the user pushing the tapered lower end 29 of
the extension pole 18 into the ground.

FIG. 11 1illustrates yet another decoy stand 10c¢ that 1s a
modification of the decoy stand 10. As such, like features and
components are 1dentified with like reference numerals and
will not be described again 1n detail. The extension pole 18c¢
includes three slots 86 spaced from each other along the pole
18¢ 1n which respective decoy-supporting extension arms 90
are recerved. The slots 86 are arranged on the pole 18¢c 1n a
helical-like pattern, with vertically adjacent slots 86 being
separated from each other by about 1 foot and located on
adjacent side walls of the pole 18¢. By arranging the slots 86
in this pattern, the decoys appear 1n a vertically staggered
array around the pole 18c.

The decoy stand 10c¢ further includes bands 94 positioned
around the outer periphery of the extension pole 18¢. Each
band 94 1s positioned proximate a slot 86 and 1s moveable or
slideable on the pole 18¢. The bands 94 have a circular shape
with an aperture through which the pole 18c¢ 1s recerved. The
bands 94 are made of rubber. Alternatively, the bands 94 may
be made of any elastic material. To prevent the extension arms
90 from 1nadvertently falling out of their respective slots 86
during a period of high wind, for example, the bands 94 are
positioned around the slots 86 and engage the respective arms
90. In other words, the band 94 inhibits inadvertent removal
ol the decoy-supporting extension arm 90 from the slot 86 as
wind gusts cause the extension arm 90 to sway relative to the
pole 18c.

The decoy stands 10, 10a, 105, 10c¢ are user configurable to
adjust the number and position of decoys that may be sup-
ported by the decoy stands 10, 10a, 105, 10¢. For example, the
decoy stands 10, 10a, 105, 10¢ described herein may config-
ured to use only two decoys (using the first extension assem-
bly 12), and as many as nine decoys (using a combination of
the second extension assembly 40, the third extension assem-
bly 46, and the fourth extension assembly 66). Even more
decoys may be supported should the connecting tube 58 be
utilized to stack multiple extension assemblies 46, 66 upon
the mounts 34 on the first or second extension assemblies 12,
40.

Various features of the invention are set forth in the follow-
ing claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A decoy stand comprising:

a tubular base pole having a top end;

a tubular sleeve coaxially supported on the top end of the

base pole;

an extension pole telescopically received within the tubular

base pole and the tubular sleeve; and
a first decoy mount coupled to the tubular sleeve and a
second decoy mount coupled to the extension pole;

wherein the tubular sleeve includes first and second side-
walls, and wherein the decoy stand further includes first
and second arms extending from the respective first and
second sidewalls; and

wherein the tubular sleeve further includes third and fourth

stdewalls which, 1n conjunction with the first and second
sidewalls, define a square cross-sectional shape of the
tubular sleeve, and wherein the decoy stand further
includes third and fourth arms extending from the
respective third and fourth sidewalls.

2. The decoy stand of claim 1, further comprising a stop
coupled to the extension pole to limit an extent to which the
extension pole 1s telescopically recerved within the tubular
sleeve and the tubular base pole.
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3. The decoy stand of claim 2, wherein the stop 1s config-
ured as a pin, and wherein the extension pole includes a side
wall having an aperture through which the pin 1s removably
received.

4. The decoy stand of claim 3, wherein the aperture 1s a first
aperture, and wherein the extension pole further includes a
second aperture in the side wall through which the pin 1s
alternately removably received to provide an alternate overall
height of the decoy stand.

5. The decoy stand of claim 2, wherein the tubular sleeve
includes a top end, and wherein the stop 1s engaged with the
top end to limit the extent to which the extension pole 1s
telescopically recerved within the tubular sleeve and the tubu-
lar base pole.

6. The decoy stand of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
first, second, third, and fourth arms extends substantially
obliquely from the tubular sleeve.

7. The decoy stand of claim 6, further comprising a sleeve

mount iterconnecting at least one of the first, second, third,
and fourth arms with the tubular sleeve.

8. The decoy stand of claim 7, wherein the first arm
includes a first segment recerved within the sleeve mount,
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mount, and a second segment interconnecting the first seg-
ment and the first decoy mount.

9. The decoy stand of claim 1, wherein the first decoy
mount 1s coupled to the first arm, and wherein the decoy stand
turther includes third, fourth, and fifth decoy mounts coupled
to the second, third, and fourth arms, respectively.

10. The decoy stand of claim 1, wherein the second decoy
mount 1s coupled coaxially with the extension pole.

11. The decoy stand of claim 1, further comprising a fifth
arm coupling the second decoy mount with the extension
pole.

12. The decoy stand of claim 11, wherein the second decoy
mount 1s oriented substantially parallel with a longitudinal
axis of the extension pole.

13. The decoy stand of claim 11, wherein the fifth arm 1s
removably coupled to the extension pole.

14. The decoy stand of claim 1, further comprising a step
extending from the base pole.

15. The decoy stand of claim 1, wherein the base pole
includes a tapered lower end to facilitate pushing the base
pole into the ground.
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