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(57) ABSTRACT

Provided 1s an electrostatic capacitance type touch panel,
wherein lead lines are connected to respective end portions of
at least either one of the X electrodes and the Y electrodes
respectively, the touch panel further comprises an 1inspection
clectrode which 1s laminated to respective end portions of the
at least either one of the X electrodes and the Y electrodes
with an insulation film sandwiched therebetween on a side
where the lead lines are not connected to the at least either one
of the X electrodes and the Y electrodes, and a voltage for
inspection 1s supplied to the mspection electrode during an
ispection time and a voltage at the same phase as the drive
voltage supplied to the at least either one of the X electrodes
and the Y electrodes 1s supplied to the inspection electrode
during a usual operation time.
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TOUCH PANEL AND DISPLAY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application 1s a divisional application of Ser.
No. 13/090,366, filed Apr. 20, 2011 which claims priority
from Japanese application JP 2010-097491 filed on Apr. 21,

2010, the content of which 1s hereby incorporated by refer-
ence 1nto this application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a touch panel and a display
device, and more particularly to a technique which 1s etfec-
tively applicable 1n narrowing a width of a picture frame

region outside an effective touch region.

2. Description of the Related Art

A display device which 1s provided with a device for input-
ting information with a touch operation using a finger of a
user or a pen (contact pushing operation, hereinafter simply
referred to as “touch”) on a display screen (hereimnafter also
referred to as a touch sensor or a touch panel) 1s used 1n a
mobile electronic device such as a PDA or a portable termi-
nal, various household appliances, an automated teller
machine and the like.

As such a touch panel, a resistance-film type touch panel 1n
which a change 1n a resistance value of a touched portion 1s
detected, an electrostatic-capacitance type touch panel 1n
which a change 1n capacitance 1s detected, an optical-sensor
type touch panel 1 which a change 1n quantity of light 1s
detected and the like are known.

The electrostatic-capacitance type touch panel has the fol-
lowing advantages compared with the resistance-film type
touch panel and the optical-sensor type touch panel. For
example, the electrostatic-capacitance type touch panel 1s
advantageous with respect to a point that transmissivity 1s
high, that1s, approximately 90% thus preventing the lowering,
of quality of a display image compared to the resistance-film
type touch panel and the optical-sensor type touch panel
where transmissivity 1s low, that 1s, approximately 80%. Fur-
ther, although the resistance-film type touch panel detects a
touch position 1n response to a mechanical contact with a
resistance film and hence, there exists a possibility that the
resistance film 1s deteriorated or broken, there 1s no mechani-
cal contact which brings an electrode for detection 1nto con-
tact with other electrode or the like 1n the electrostatic-capaci-
tance type touch panel and hence, the electrostatic-
capacitance type touch panel i1s advantageous also from a
viewpoint of durability.

As the electrostatic-capacitance type touch panel, for
example, there has been known a touch panel of this type
disclosed in JP 2008-310550 A. In the touch panel of this type
disclosed 1n the patent document, the touch panel 1s provided
with electrodes arranged in the longitudinal direction for
detection (hereinafter referred to as X electrodes) and elec-
trodes arranged 1n the lateral direction for detection (herein-
alter referred to as Y electrodes) which are arranged 1n a
matrix array in two dimensional directions consisting of the
longitudinal direction and the lateral direction, and an 1nput
processing part which detects a capacitance of each electrode.
When a conductive body such as a finger 1s brought into
contact with a surface of the touch panel, the capacitance of
cach electrode 1s 1increased and hence, the mput processing
part detects the increase of the capacitance, and calculates
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2

input coordinates based on a signal indicative of a change 1n
capacitance detected by each electrode.

In the electrostatic-capacitance type touch panel disclosed
in JP 2008-310550 A, lines are led out from one side of the'Y
clectrodes (heremafiter these lines being referred to as lead
lines), and the lead lines are connected to terminals which are
connected to a flexible printed circuit board so that a drive
voltage 1s supplied to the Y electrodes from one side of the' Y
clectrodes. The touch panel adopting such a method 1s
referred to as a touch panel of one-sided feeding type.

In this touch panel of one-sided feeding type, when discon-
nection or increase of resistance occurs 1n the X electrode, 1n
the Y electrode or the lead lines of these electrodes, there has
been a drawback that an inspection of the disconnection or the
increase ol resistance with respect to a panel unit body 1s

difficult.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention has been made to overcome the
above-mentioned problems of the related art, and 1t 1s an
object of the present invention to provide a technique which
can detect disconnection or increase of resistance of an elec-
trode for detection 1n a touch panel where electricity 1s sup-
plied from one side of electrodes for detection.

The above-mentioned and other objects and novel techni-
cal features of the present mvention will become apparent
from the description of this specification and attached draw-
ngs.

To briefly explain the summery of representative inven-
tions among the iventions described 1n this specification,
there are as follows.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there 1s
provided an electrostatic capacitance type touch panel which
includes: a substrate; a plurality of X electrodes which are
formed over the substrate, the plurality of X electrodes
extending 1n a second direction and being arranged 1n a {irst
direction which intersects with the second direction: and a
plurality o1 Y electrodes which are formed over the substrate,
the plurality of Y electrodes extending in the first direction
while intersecting the X electrodes and being arranged 1n the
second direction; a drive voltage being supplied to the plural-
ity of Y electrodes from one side of the plurality of Y elec-
trodes, wherein lead lines are connected to respective end
portions of at least either one of the X electrodes and the Y
clectrodes respectively, the touch panel further includes an
ispection electrode which 1s laminated to respective end

portions of the at least either one of the X electrodes and the
Y electrodes with an insulation film sandwiched therebe-
tween on a side where the lead lines are not connected to the
at least either one of the X electrodes and the Y electrodes, and
a voltage for inspection 1s supplied to the mnspection electrode
during an mspection time and a voltage at the same phase as
the drive voltage supplied to the at least either one of the X
clectrodes and the Y electrodes 1s supplied to the mspection
clectrode during a usual operation time.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
1s provided an electrostatic capacitance type touch panel
which includes: a substrate; a plurality of X electrodes which
are Tformed over the substrate, the plurality of X electrodes
extending 1n a second direction and being arranged 1n a first
direction which intersects with the second direction; and a
plurality o1 Y electrodes which are formed over the substrate,
the plurality of Y electrodes extending 1n the first direction
while 1ntersecting the X electrodes and being arranged in the
second direction; a drive voltage being supplied to the plural-
ity of Y electrodes from one side of the plurality of Y elec-
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trodes, wherein lead lines are connected to respective end
portions of at least either one of the X electrodes and the Y

clectrodes respectively, the at least either one of the X elec-
trodes and the Y electrodes 1s divided into first and second
groups, and the lead lines which are connected to the respec-
tive end portions of the at least either one of the X electrodes
and the Y electrodes in the first group and the lead lines which
are connected to the respective end portions of the at least
either one of the X electrodes and the Y electrodes in the
second group are led out 1n directions different from each
other, the touch panel further includes a first inspection elec-
trode which 1s laminated to respective end portions of the at
least either one of the X electrodes and the Y electrodes in the
first group on a side where the lead lines are not connected to
the at least either one of the X electrodes and the Y electrodes
with an 1nsulation film sandwiched therebetween, and a sec-
ond mspection electrode which 1s laminated to respective end
portions of the at least either one of the X electrodes and the
Y electrodes 1n the second group on a side where the lead lines
are not connected to the at least either one of the X electrodes
and theY electrodes with an insulation film sandwiched ther-
cbetween, and a voltage for inspection 1s supplied to the first
inspection electrode and the second inspection electrode dur-
ing an inspection time and a voltage at the same phase as the
drive voltage supplied to the Y electrodes 1s supplied to the
first inspection electrode and the second mspection electrode
during a usual operation time.

To briefly explain advantageous eflects acquired by the
representative mventions among the inventions described in
this specification, 1t 1s as follows.

According to the present invention, disconnection or
increase of resistance of an electrode for detection can be
detected 1n a touch panel where electricity 1s supplied from
one side of electrodes for detection.

il

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
an embodiment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part showing,
the cross-sectional structure of the touch panel taken along a
line II-1I 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part showing,
the cross-sectional structure of the touch panel taken along a
line III-III 1n FIG. 1;

FI1G. 4 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
a modification of the embodiment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 51s across-sectional view of an essential part showing
the cross-sectional structure of the touch panel taken along a
line V-V 1n FIG. 4;

FI1G. 6 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part showing,
the cross-sectional structure of the touch panel taken along a
line VI-VI1n FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
an embodiment 2 of the present invention;

FIG. 8 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
a modification of the embodiment 2 of the present invention;

FI1G. 91s a cross-sectional view of an essential part showing,
the cross-sectional structure of the touch panel taken along a
line IX-IX 1n FIG. 8;

FI1G. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part show-
ing the cross-sectional structure of the touch panel taken
along a line X-X 1n FIG. 8;

FI1G. 11 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
an embodiment 3 of the present invention;

FI1G. 12 15 a view for explaining an X electrode of a touch
panel according to an embodiment 4 of the present invention;
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FIG. 13 15 a view for explaiming an X electrode of a touch
panel according to an embodiment 5 of the present invention;

FIG. 14 1s a view for explaining a drawback of the touch
panel according to the embodiment 4 of the present invention;

FIG. 15 15 a view for explaiming an X electrode of a touch
panel according to an embodiment 6 of the present invention;
and

FIG. 16 1s a view for explaining lead lines of a touch panel
according to an embodiment 7 of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention are explained in
detail 1n conjunction with drawings hereinafter.

In all drawings for explaining the embodiments, parts hav-
ing identical functions are given same symbols, and the
repeated explanation of these parts 1s omitted. Further, the
embodiments explained heremaifter are not used for limiting
the interpretation of claims of the present mnvention.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
the embodiment 1 of the present invention, FIG. 2 1s a cross-
sectional view of an essential part showing the cross-sectional
structure taken along a line II-II 1n FIG. 1, and FIG. 3 1s a
cross-sectional view of an essential part showing the cross-
sectional structure taken along a line III-11I 1n FIG. 1.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, the touch panel of this embodiment
includes a plurality of X electrodes (X1 to X4) which extend
in a second direction (Y direction) and are arranged parallel to
cach other 1n a first direction (X direction) which intersects
with the second direction at a predetermined arrangement
pitch, and a plurality of Y electrodes (Y1 to Y6) which extend
in the first direction intersecting with the X electrodes and are
arranged parallel to each other in the second direction at a
predetermined arrangement pitch. A portion indicated by a
dotted frame 1n FIG. 1 indicates an eflective touch region.

Each one of the plurality of X electrodes has an electrode
pattern in which a fine line portion 1a and a pad portion 15
having a width larger than a width of the fine line portion 1a
are arranged alternately 1n the second direction.

As shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the plurality of X electrodes
are arranged on an msulation film 12, and a protective film 13
1s Tormed over the plurality of X electrodes.

Each Y electrode has an electrode pattern in which a fine
line portion 2aq and a pad portion 25 having a width larger than
a width of the fine line portion 2q are arranged alternately 1n
the first direction 1n plural number.

As viewed 1n a plan view, the pad portions 15 of each X
clectrode and the pad portions 26 of each Y electrode are
arranged not to overlap with each other, and the fine line
portion 1a of each X electrode and the fine line portion 2a of
cachY electrode intersect with each other.

As shown 1n FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the respective fine line
portions 2a of the plurality ol Y electrodes are formed over a
layer different from a layer on which the fine line portions 1a
and the pad portions 15 of the X electrodes are formed, and
the fine line portions 2a of the Y electrodes intersect with the
fine line portions 1a of the X electrodes as viewed 1n a plan
view. The respective pad portions 26 of the plurality of Y
clectrodes are formed over the same layer as the fine line
portions 1a and the pad portions 15 of the X electrodes 1n a
separated manner from the pad portions 15 of the X elec-
trodes. In this embodiment, the fine line portions 1a of the X
clectrodes are formed above the fine line portions 2a of the Y
clectrodes.
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The respective pad portions 25 of the plurality of Y elec-
trodes are covered with the protective film 13. The fine line
portion 2a of the Y electrode 1s formed over a substrate 11,
and the fine line portion 2a of the Y electrode 1s electrically
connected with two pad portions 25 arranged adjacent to each
other with the fine line portion 2a sandwiched therebetween
via a contact hole 124 formed 1n the insulation film 12. A
transparent insulating substrate made of glass or the like, for
example, 1s used as the substrate 11. The X electrodes and the
Y electrodes are formed using a material which possesses
high transmissivity, for example, a transparent conductive
material such as I'TO (Indium Tin Oxide), for example.

The touch panel of this embodiment 1s also a touch panel of
aone-sided feeding type. As shown in FI1G. 1, the X electrodes
are constituted of four X electrodes X1 to X4, the respective
X electrodes are connected to lead lines (LX1 to LX4), and
the lead lines (LX1 to LX4) are connected to respective ter-
minal portions (ITX1 to TX4) formed on one side of the
substrate 11.

The Y electrodes are constituted of s1x Y electrodes Y1 to
Y 6, one-end portions of the respective Y electrodes are con-
nected to lead lines (LY1 to LY 6), and the lead lines (LY to
LY6) are connected to respective terminal portions (1Y1 to
1TY6) formed over one side of the substrate 11. Further, the
other-end portions of the Y electrodes are respectively con-
nected to mspection portions (PY1 to PY6). The lead lines
(LX1 to LX4, LY1 to LY6) and the inspection portions (PY1
to PY6) are formed in regions outside the effective touch
region (a region indicated by an arrow A 1n FIG. 2), and are
formed of a metal layer such as a silver alloy film.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, in thus embodiment, the mspection
portions (PY1 to PY6) are formed 1n a region on a side
opposite to the region where thelead lines (LY 1 to LY 6) of the
Y electrodes are formed. An inspection electrode KY 1s
tformed over a lower side of the inspection portions (PY1 to
PY6). The inspection electrode KY 1s connected to a terminal
portion TKY which 1s formed on one side of the substrate 11.

In this manner, according to this embodiment, the mspec-
tion portions (PY1 to PY6) and the inspection electrode KY
are arranged to face each other with the insulation film 12
sandwiched therebetween. That 1s, capacitance 1s generated
between the inspection electrode KY and the inspection por-
tions (PY1 to PY6).

The mspection portions (PY1 to PY6) are formed over the
same layer as the fine line portions 1a and the pad portions 15
of the X electrodes and the pad portions 26 of the Y elec-
trodes, and are formed of a transparent conductive film such
as ITO 1n the same manner as the X electrodes and the Y
clectrodes.

The 1nspection electrode KY 1s formed over the substrate
11 using a transparent conductive material such as ITO (In-
dium Tin Oxide), for example, or 1s formed of a metal layer
such as a silver alloy film, for example.

In the touch panel, to allow the detection of a change in
capacitance of each electrode by a finger touch, 1t 1s necessary
that the X electrodes and the Y electrodes are surely con-
nected to the terminal portions formed on one side of the
substrate by the respective lead lines. When a disconnection
or increase of resistance exists on a certain electrode or 1n the
midst of a certain lead line, the detection of capacitance by the
finger touch cannot be performed.

In this embodiment, at the time of manufacturing a product,
a voltage having a rectangular waveform 1s mputted to the
ispection electrode KY from the terminal portion TKY.
Then, the voltage having a rectangular wavetform inputted to
the 1mspection electrode KY 1s mputted to the respective Y
clectrodes (Y1 to Y6) via capacitances generated between the
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ispection electrode KY and the inspection portions (PY1 to
PY6). By observing the voltages having a rectangular wave-
form 1nputted to the Y electrodes (Y1 to Y6) at the respective
terminal portions (TY1 to TY6), a disconnection or increase
of resistance in the Y electrodes (Y1 to Y6) and the lead lines
(LY1 to LY6) can be detected.

Accordingly, 1n this embodiment, at the time of manufac-
turing a product, a disconnection or increase of resistance of

the Y electrodes (Y1 to Y6) and the lead lines (LY1 to LY6)

can be detected, and a touch panel in which the disconnection
or the 1increase of resistance 1s recognized can be excluded as
a defective product thus realizing touch panels which exhibit
a high yield at the time of manufacturing products.

In a usual operation, a voltage equal to a drive voltage
supplied to the Y electrodes (Y1 to Y6) 1s supplied to the
ispection electrode KY. Accordingly, capacitive coupling
between the mnspection portions (PY 1 to PY 6) and the 1inspec-
tion electrode KY can be suppressed.

For example, when a user touches a surface of the touch
panel on the Y electrode Y6 with his finger, a change in
capacitance 1s generated on the Y electrode Y6 by the finger
touch. A touch panel controller detects this change 1n capaci-
tance, and determines that the finger touch 1s made on the Y
clectrode Y6.

In such a case, assuming that a cross talk 1s generated
between the Y electrode Y6 and the Y electrode Y5 via the
ispection electrode KY, the touch panel controller detects
that a capacitance on the Y electrode Y5 1s also slightly
changed. Accordingly, the touch panel controller erroneously
determines that the finger touch 1s made between the Y elec-
trode Y5 and the Y electrode Y 6.

In this manner, when the cross talk 1s generated, the touch
panel controller determines a position displaced from a posi-
tion at which the finger touch 1s made and hence, the accuracy
in position determination 1s deteriorated.

Accordingly, by supplying a voltage equal to a drive volt-
age supplied to the Y electrodes (Y1 to Y6) to the inspection
clectrode KY, capacitive coupling between the inspection
portions (PY1 to PY 6) and the inspection electrode KY can be
canceled 1 appearance and hence, the above-mentioned
cross talk can be suppressed whereby the touch panel which

exhibits high accuracy 1n position determination can be real-
1zed.
[ Touch Panel According to Modification of Embodiment 1]

FIG. 4 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
a modification of the embodiment 1 of the present invention,
FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part showing
the cross-sectional structure taken along a line V-V 1n F1G. 4,
and FIG. 6 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part
showing the cross-sectional structure taken along a line VI-VI
in FI1G. 4.

In the touch panel shown 1n FIG. 4 to FIG. 6, as viewed 1n
a plan view, pad portions 15 of respective X electrodes and
pad portions 26 of respective Y electrodes are arranged with-
out overlapping with each other, and fine line portions 1a of
the respective X electrodes and fine line portions 2a of the
respective Y electrodes intersect with each other.

The fine line portions 2a o the plurality of Y electrodes and
the fine line portions 1a and the pad portions 15 of the plu-
rality of X electrodes are formed over layers different from
cach other. The pad portions 256 of the plurality ol Y electrodes
are fTormed over the same layer as the fine line portions 1q and
the pad portions 15 of the X electrodes, but are formed sepa-
rate from the pad portions 15 ofthe X electrodes. The fine line
portions 1la and the pad portions 15 of the plurality of X
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clectrodes, and the pad portions 256 of the plurality of Y
electrodes are formed over a substrate 11 and are covered with

an insulation film 12.

The fine line portions 2a of the plurality of Y electrodes are
formed over the insulation film 12 formed above the fine line 5
portions 1a of the X electrodes, and each fine line portion 24
of the plurality of Y electrodes 1s electrically connected with
two pad portions 2b arranged adjacent to each other with the
fine line portion 2a sandwiched therebetween via a contact
hole 12a formed 1n the isulation film 12. The respective fine 10
line portions 2a of the plurality of Y electrodes are covered
with a protective film 13.

In the touch panel shown 1n FIG. 4 to FIG. 6, the Y elec-
trodes are formed over the substrate 11. Accordingly, inspec-
tion portions (PY1 to PY6) are also formed over the substrate 15
11 and hence, an mspection electrode KY 1s formed over the
insulation film 12 1n the same manner as the fine line portions
2a of the plurality of Y electrodes.

Also 1n the touch panel shown in FIG. 4 to FIG. 6, the
ispection portions (PY1 to PY6), the X electrodes and the Y 20
clectrodes are formed using a transparent conductive film
such as ITO. Further, the inspection electrode KY 1s formed
using a transparent conductive material such as Indium Tin
Oxide (ITO), for example, or 1s formed of a metal layer such
as a silver alloy film, for example. 25

Embodiment 2

FIG. 7 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
an embodiment 2 of the present invention. 30

This embodiment i1s characterized that inspection portions
(PX1 to PX4) are also formed over X electrodes X1 to X4, and
an spection electrode KX 1s formed 1n such a manner that an
insulation layer 1s sandwiched between the mspection elec-
trode KX and the inspection portions (PX1 to PX4). The 35
ispection electrode KX 1s connected to a terminal portion
(not shown in the drawing) which 1s formed on one side of a
substrate 11. That 1s, this embodiment 1s provided for detect-
ing a disconnection or increase of resistance of the X elec-
trodes (X1 to X4) and lead lines (LX1 to LX4). 40

Also 1n this embodiment, the ispection portions (PX1 to
PX4) are formed over the same layer as fine line portions 1a
and pad portions 15 of the X electrodes and pad portions 25 of
Y electrodes 1n an effective touch region, and are formed of a
transparent conductive film such as I'TO 1n the same manner 45
as the X electrodes and the Y electrodes.

The mspection electrode KX 1s formed using a transparent
conductive material such as I'TO (Indium Tin Oxide), for
example, or 1s formed of a metal layer such as a silver alloy
f1lm, for example. 50

When the structure of the touch panel of this embodiment
adopts the structure shown 1n FIG. 1 to FIG. 3, the inspection
portions (PX1 to PX4) are arranged on an msulation film 12,
and the mspection electrode KX 1s formed over the substrate
11. Further, when the structure of the touch panel according to 55
this embodiment adopts the structure shown 1n FIG. 4 to FIG.

6, the inspection portions (PX1 to PX4) are formed over the
substrate 11 and the ispection electrode KX 1s formed over
the insulation film 12.

At the time of manufacturing a product, a voltage having a 60
rectangular waveform 1s mputted to the mspection electrode
KX from a terminal portion TKX. Then, the voltage having a
rectangular waveform inputted to the mnspection electrode
KX 1s mputted to the respective X electrodes (X1 to X4) via
capacitances generated between the inspection electrode KX 65
and the mspection portions (PX1 to PX4). By observing the
voltages having a rectangular waveform inputted to the X

8

clectrodes (X1 to X4) at respective terminal portions (ITX1 to
1X4), a disconnection or increase of resistance in the X

clectrodes (X1 to X4) and the lead lines (LX1 to LX4) can be
detected.

Accordingly, also 1n this embodiment, at the time of manu-
facturing a product, the disconnection or the increase of resis-
tance of the X electrodes (X1 to X4) and the lead lines (LLX1
to .X4) and the disconnection or the increase of resistance of
theY electrodes (Y1 toY6) and lead lines (LY 1 to LY 6) can be
detected, and a touch panel in which the disconnection or the
increase ol resistance 1s recognized can be excluded as a
defective product thus realizing touch panels which exhibit a
high vield at the time of manufacturing products.

In a usual operation, a voltage equal to a drive voltage
supplied to the X electrodes (X1 to X4) 1s supplied to the
mspection electrode KX. Accordingly, capacitive coupling
between the mnspection portions (PX1 to PX4) and the inspec-
tion electrode KY can be suppressed.
| Another Example of Specific Electrode Structure of Touch
Panel According to Embodiment 2]

FIG. 8 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
a modification of the embodiment 2 of the present invention,
FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part showing
the cross-sectional structure taken along a line IX-IX 1n FIG.
8, and FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of an essential part
showing the cross-sectional structure taken along a line X-X
in FIG. 8.

Also 1n the touch panel shown 1n FIG. 8 to FIG. 10, as
viewed 1n a plan view, pad portions 15 of respective X elec-
trodes and pad portions 26 of respective Y electrodes are
arranged without overlapping with each other, and fine line
portions 1a of the respective X electrodes and fine line por-
tions 2a of the respective Y electrodes intersect with each
other.

The touch panel shown 1n FIG. 8 to FI1G. 10 1s characterized
in that the X electrodes and the Y electrodes are formed over
different layers with an insulation film 12 sandwiched ther-
ebetween as shown in FIG. 8 to FIG. 10, wherein the X
clectrodes are formed below the Y electrodes and are formed
over a viewer’s side surface of a glass substrate 11.

In the touch panel shown 1n FIG. 8 to FIG. 10, inspection
portions (PX1 to PX4)on an X electrode side are formed over
the substrate 11, and inspection portions (PY1 toPY6)onayY
clectrode side are formed over the insulation film 12. Accord-
ingly, imnspection electrodes KX, KY may be formed over an
intermediate layer between the X electrodes and the Y elec-
trodes.

Embodiment 3

FIG. 11 1s a view for explaining a touch panel according to
an embodiment 3 of the present invention.

This embodiment 1s characterized i1n that, in the touch
panel of the above-mentioned embodiment 1, theY electrodes

Y1 to Y6 are divided 1nto two groups ol Y electrodes, that 1s,
theY electrodes Y1 to Y3 and the Y electrodes Y4 to Y6, and

the lead lines (LY1 to LY3) for the Y electrodes Y1 to Y3 and
the lead lines (LY4 to LY6) for the Y electrodes Y4 to Y6 are
led out from sides opposite to each other. Accordingly, 1n this
embodiment, the inspection electrode KY 1s also divided into
two mspection electrodes KY1, KY2. In this embodiment, a
width of a picture frame region of an effective touch region
can be set umiform between left and right sides.

In this embodiment, the X electrodes may be also divided
into two groups o1 X electrodes and two 1nspection electrodes
KX may be provided for the divided groups of X electrodes
respectively.
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In this embodiment, 1t 1s desirable that the mnspection elec-
trodes (KX, KY) are formed between a layer on which the Y
clectrodes are formed and a layer on which the X electrodes
are formed.

Embodiment 4

FIG. 12 1s a view for explaining an X electrode of a touch
panel according to an embodiment 4 of the present invention.
The electrostatic-capacitance type touch panel determines the
presence or the non-presence of a finger touch based on a
change 1n capacitance of an X electrode oraY electrode by a
finger touch. Sensitivity in such an operation 1s influenced by
capacitances and resistances of the X electrode and the Y
clectrode per se. That 1s, when the capacitances are large, 1t 1s
impossible to grasp a change in capacitance when a user
touches the touch panel. When the resistances are large, the
clectrodes (X electrode and Y electrode) cannot be charged
suificiently and hence, a response value for the finger touch
becomes small so that sensitivity 1s lowered.

Further, when the reaction value 1n response to the finger
touch fluctuates within the effective touch region, a region
where sensitivity 1s insuificient 1s formed partially and such a
region adversely influences a manipulation. Particularly, in a
touch panel of a one-sided feeding type, a line length of
clectrodes which are arranged parallel to a long side of the
touch panel (X electrodes 1n this embodiment) 1s large and
hence, there may be a case where a load 1s increased at a
remote end remote from a feeding end thus giving rise to the
above-mentioned phenomenon.

In view of the above, according to this embodiment, to
climinate the difference in the reaction value in response to
the finger touch between a near end and the remote end, by
focusing on a fine line portion 1a which connects the elec-
trodes and 1s largely relevant to a resistance value, as shown in
FIG. 12, a width of the fine line portion 1a 1s increased along
with the increase of a distance from the feeding end such that
a width of a fine line portion 1af at the remotest end 1s set
twice or more as large as a width of a fine line portion tan at
the nearest end near the feeding end (Bz2xA 1 FIG. 12).
Accordingly, the reaction value in response to the finger touch
can be made uniform between a remote end side remote from
the feeding end and a near end side near the feeding end.

In the above-mentioned embodiment, the width of the fine
line portion 1a 1s increased along with the increase of the
distance from the feeding end such that the width of the fine
line portion 1q at the remotest end 1s set twice or more as large
as the width of the fine line portion tan at the nearest end near
the feeding end (Bz2xA 1n FIG. 12) with respect to the fine
line portion 1a of the X electrode. However, also with respect
to a fine line portion 2a of the Y electrode, a width of the fine
line portion 2a may be increased along with the increase of a
distance from a feeding end such that a width of the fine line
portion 2a at the remotest end 1s set twice as large as a width
of the fine line portion 2a at the nearest end near the feeding
end.

Embodiment 5

FIG. 13 15 a view for explaining an X electrode of a touch
panel according to an embodiment 5 of the present mnvention.

In this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 13, 1n the X elec-
trode, compared to a size (or an area) of a pad portion 1567 on
a near end side nearest to a feeding end, a size (or an area) of
a pad portion 15f on a remote end side remotest from the
teeding end 1s set small, and floating electrodes 1¢ are added
to the pad portion 15f.
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Due to such a constitution, a charge time can be shortened
and an inter-electrode capacitance can be decreased and

hence, a reaction value of the pad portion 15/ remotest from
the feeding end 1n response to a touch on the X electrode can
be enhanced.

In the above-mentioned embodiment, the size (or the area)
ol the pad portion 15f on the remote end side from the feeding
end 1s set small and the floating electrodes 1¢ are added to the
pad portion 15f with respect to the X electrode. However, a
s1ze (or an area) of a pad portion 25 on a remote end side
remote from a feeding end may be set small and floating
clectrodes 1¢ may be added to the pad portion 25 with respect
to aY electrode.

Although the size (or the area) of a pad portion 15 (or the
pad portion 2b) on the remote end side remotest from the
feeding end 1s set small and the floating electrodes 1c¢ are
added to the pad portion 15 (or the pad portion 26) with
respect to the X electrode (or the Y electrode) 1n this embodi-
ment, a plurality of pad portions 15 (or pad portions 25) on the
remote end side remote from the feeding end may be set small
in s1ze (or area) and the tloating electrodes 1¢ may be added
to the pad portions 16 (or the pad portions 2b5) 1 the X
clectrode (or the Y electrode). In this case, the number of the
pad portions 15 (or the pad portions 2b) whose size (or area)
1s decreased and to which the floating electrodes 1¢ are added
may be set such that a reaction value 1n response to a finger
touch can be made uniform 1n the X electrode (or the Y
clectrode). Further, sizes (or areas) of the pad portions 15 (or
the pad portions 2b) of the X electrode (or the Y electrode)
may be gradually decreased along with the increase of a
distance from the feeding end, and sizes (or areas) of the
floating electrodes 1¢ may be gradually increased along with
the increase of the distance from the feeding end.

Further, by adding the constitution of this embodiment to
the constitution of the previously-mentioned embodiment 4, a
reaction value of the pad portion 15f remotest from the feed-
ing end inresponse to atouch can be enhanced. FI1G. 13 shows
such a constitution.

Embodiment 6

In the electrode structure of the previously-mentioned
embodiment 4, the width of the fine line portion 1a of the X
clectrode 1s increased along with the increase of the distance
from the feeding end. Accordingly, as shown 1n FIG. 14, an
area of the pad portion 26 of the Y electrode having the fine
line portion 2a which intersects with the fine line portion 1a of
the X electrode remotest from the feeding end 1s also
decreased. FI1G. 14 15 a view for explaining a drawback of the
touch panel according to the embodiment 4 of the present
invention.

FIG. 15 1s a view for explaiming an X electrode of a touch
panel according to an embodiment 6 of the present invention.

This embodiment 1s, as shown 1n FIG. 15, characterized in
that the resistance of a fine line portion 1a of an X electrode
remotest from a feeding end 1s lowered by laminating a metal
layer MT to the fine line portion 1a. Due to such a constitu-
tion, compared to the previously-mentioned embodiment 4
shown in FI1G. 12, a line width of the fine line portion 1a of the
X electrode remotest from the feeding end can be made small
and hence, 1t 1s possible to make the X electrodes and Y
clectrodes more difficult to be recognized by a user. Further,
a s1ze ol the X electrode and a size of the Y electrode can be
made uniform with each other and hence, linearity of the
clectrodes can be enhanced.

In the above-mentioned embodiment, although the resis-
tance of the fine line portion 1a of the X electrode remotest
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from the feeding end 1s lowered by laminating the metal layer
MT to the fine line portion 1a, the resistance of a fine line
portion 2a of theY electrode remotest from a feeding end may
be lowered by laminating the metal layer MT to the fine line
portion 2a.

In this embodiment, in place of lowering the resistance of
the fine line portion 1a (or the fine line portion 2a) remotest
from the feeding end by laminating the metal layer MT to the
fine line portion 1a (or the fine line portion 2a) with respect to
the X electrode (or the Y electrode), the resistance of the fine
line portion 1a (or the fine line portion 2a) remotest from the
feeding end may be lowered by increasing a film thickness of
the fine line portion 1a (or the fine line portion 2a) remotest
from the feeding end with respect to the X electrode (ortheY
clectrode). Also 1n this case, it 1s possible to make the X
clectrodes and the Y electrodes more difficult to be recog-
nized by the user. Further, a s1ze of the X electrode and a size
of the Y electrode can be made uniform with each other and
hence, linearity of the electrodes can be enhanced.

In FIG. 15, the metal layer MT 1s laminated to the fine line
portion la (or the fine line portion 2a) remotest from the
feeding end) with respect to the X electrode (or the Y elec-
trode). However, the metal layer MT may be laminated to a
plurality of the fine line portions 1a (or the fine line portions
2a) on a remote side remote from the feeding end 1n the X
clectrode (orY electrode). In this case, the number of the fine
line portions 1a (or the fine line portions 2a) on which the
metal layer MT 1s laminated may be set such that a size of the
X electrode and a size of the Y electrode become uniform.

Further, this embodiment 1s also applicable to a usual touch
panel, that 1s, a touch panel where fine line portions 1a (or the
fine line portions 2a) of the X electrodes (or the Y electrodes)
have a uniform width.

Embodiment 7

FI1G. 16 1s a view for explaining lead lines of a touch panel
according to an embodiment 7 of the present invention.
As shown 1n FIG. 16, this embodiment 1s characterized in

that, the lead lines (LX1 to LX4, LY1 to LY6) are connected

to resistances (R1) of 100 k€2 or more so as to prevent the
appearance of irregularities in resistance value among X elec-
trodes or 1rregularities 1n resistance value among Y electrodes
within an effective touch region thus making a reaction value
in response to a touch uniform within the effective touch
region. Further, this embodiment can also cope with noises
clfectively.

In the touch panels of the above-mentioned embodiments 1
to 3, shapes of the pad portion 15 of the X electrode and the
pad portion 25 of the Y electrode 1n a peripheral portion of the
touch panel are set half of shapes of the pad portions in a
center portion. As described previously, one of causes which
bring about the fluctuation of a reaction value in response to
a finger touch 1s that a load is increased at the remote end
remote from the feeding end. In this respect, in the touch
panels of the embodiments 1 to 3, the pad portions (15, 25) of
the X electrode and the Y electrode remotest from the feeding
end are set half of the pad portions 1n the center portion 1n
shape and hence, the load 1s also halved approximately.
Accordingly, the fine line portions (1a, 2a) or the pad portions
(156, 2b) to which the above-mentioned embodiments 4 to 7
are applied may be the fine line portions (1a, 2a) or the pad
portions (15, 2b) preceding to the fine line portions (1a, 2a) or
the pad portions (15, 2b6) of the X electrode and the Y elec-
trode remotest from the feeding end by one.
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Further, the above-mentioned embodiments 4 to 7 are also
applicable to the touch panel shown 1n FIG. 1 to FIG. 3, the
touch panel shown in FIG. 4 to FIG. 6, and the touch panel
shown 1n FIG. 8 to FIG. 10.

As described previously, the touch panel of the above-
mentioned each embodiment 1s arranged on a display panel of
a liqud crystal display device or an organic EL display
device, and 1s used as a device for mputting information by
performing a touch operation on a display screen with a finger
ol a user, a pen or the like.

Although the mnventions which are made by inventors of
the present invention have been specifically explained 1in con-
junction with the embodiments, it 1s needless to say that the
present invention 1s not limited to the above-mentioned
embodiments and various modifications are concervable
without departing from the gist of the present invention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An electrostatic capacitance type touch panel compris-

ng:

a substrate;

a plurality of X electrodes which are formed over the
substrate, the plurality of X electrodes extending 1n a
second direction and being arranged 1n a first direction
which intersects with the second direction; and

a plurality of'Y electrodes which are formed over the sub-
strate, the plurality ol Y electrodes extending 1n the first
direction while intersecting with the X electrodes and
being arranged 1n the second direction;

a drive voltage being supplied to the plurality of Y elec-
trodes from one side of the plurality of Y electrodes,
wherein lead lines are connected to respective one-end
portions of the Y electrodes,

the Y electrodes being divided into a first group and a
second group, and the lead lines which are connected to
the respective one-end portions of the Y electrodes 1n the
first group and the lead lines which are connected to the
respective one-end portions of the Y electrodes 1n the
second group are led out 1 directions different from
cach other so an effective touch region can be set uni-
form between a left side and a right side of the electro-
static capacitance type touch panel,

the Y electrodes being placed inside the effective touch
region, the first and second groups having extended
ispection portions outside the effective touch region at
respective other-end portions where the lead lines are
not connected for mspecting electrical connections of
the Y electrodes respectively,

the touch panel further comprises outside the effective
touch region a single continuous first mspection elec-
trode which 1s laminated to and faces respective ones of
the mspection portions 1n the first group with an 1nsula-
tion film sandwiched therebetween, and outside the
eifective touch region a single continuous second
ispection electrode which 1s laminated to and faces
respective ones of the mspection portions 1n the second
group with an insulation film sandwiched therebetween,
and

a voltage for mspection 1s supplied to the first inspection
clectrode and the second inspection electrode and
detected through the lead lines during an inspection time
and a voltage at the same phase as the drive voltage
supplied to the Y electrodes 1s supplied to the first
inspection electrode and the second imnspection electrode
during a usual operation time.

2. The touch panel according to claim 1, wherein the

respective X electrodes and the respective Y electrodes are
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formed by alternately arranging pad portions and fine line
portions 1n an extending direction thereof respectively,

the pad portions of the respective X electrodes and the pad

portions of the respective Y electrodes are arranged
without overlapping with each other as viewed 1n a plan
view, and the fine line portions of the respective X elec-
trodes and the fine line portions of the respective Y
clectrodes intersect with each other three-dimension-
ally,

the pad portions and the fine line portions of the respective

X electrodes and the pad portions of the respective Y
clectrodes are formed over the same layer,

the fine line portions of the respective Y electrodes are

formed below the pad portions of the respective Y elec-
trodes, and are connected to the pad portions of the
respective Y electrodes via contact holes formed 1n an
insulation film mterposed between the pad portions of
the respective Y electrodes and the fine line portions of
the respective Y electrodes, and

the first inspection electrode and the second inspection

clectrode are formed over the same layer over which the
fine line portions of the Y electrodes are formed.

3. The touch panel according to claim 1, wherein the
respective X electrodes and the respective Y electrodes are
formed by alternately arranging pad portions and fine line
portions 1n an extending direction thereof respectively,

the pad portions of the respective X electrodes and the pad

portions ol the respective Y electrodes are arranged
without overlapping with each other as viewed 1n a plan
view, and the fine line portions of the respective X elec-
trodes and the fine line portions of the respective Y
clectrodes intersect with each other three-dimension-
ally,

the pad portions and the fine line portions of the respective

X electrodes and the pad portions of the respective Y
clectrodes are formed over the same layer,
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the fine line portions of the respective Y electrodes are
formed above the pad portions of the respective Y elec-
trodes, and are connected to the pad portions of the
respective Y electrodes via contact holes formed 1n an
insulation film interposed between the pad portions of
the respective Y electrodes and the fine line portions of
the respective Y electrodes, and

the first inspection electrode and the second inspection

clectrode are formed over the same layer over which the
fine line portions of the Y electrodes are formed.

4. The touch panel according to claim 1, wherein the
respective X electrodes and the respective Y electrodes are
formed by alternately arranging pad portions and fine line
portions 1n an extending direction thereof respectively,

the pad portions of the respective X electrodes and the pad

portions ol the respective Y electrodes are arranged
without overlapping with each other as viewed 1n a plan
view, and the fine line portions of the respective X elec-
trodes and the fine line portions of the respective Y
clectrodes intersect with each other three-dimension-
ally,

the X electrodes and the Y electrodes are formed over

different layers with an insulation film sandwiched ther-
ebetween, and the X electrodes are formed below theY
electrodes, and

the first inspection electrode and the second inspection

clectrode are formed between the layer over which the'Y
clectrodes are formed and the layer over which the X
clectrodes are formed.

5. A display device comprising:

a display panel; and

a touch panel which 1s arranged on a viewer’s side of the

display panel, wherein

the touch panel 1s the touch panel according to claim 1.
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