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GAMING SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
PROVIDING A CASUAL WAGERING GAMLE

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application 1s a continuation of, and claims priority to
and the benefit of, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/541,
649, filed on Aug. 14, 2009, the entire contents of which are

incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Casual games are a well known phenomena, especially on
the world wide web. Casual games, characterized by their
simple rules, generally require no long-term time commit-
ment or special skills to play, 1n contrast to more complex
video games. An example of a casual game 1s a simple puzzle
game which 1s played using a single input device on a hand-
held device or personal computer. Such casual games often
enable a player to play one or more levels 1n a relatively short
increment of time.

Due to their simplicity and convenience, casual games
generally appeal to a wide demographic of players including
both older and younger players, “tech savvy” and less “tech
savvy’ players and male and female players. In particular,
many casual games appeal to demographics which are gen-
crally not as interested in more complex video games, such as
older players and women.

One known popular casual game 1s the BEJEWELED®
game. BEJEWELED® 1s a registered trademark of PopCap
Games, Inc. The general objective of the BEIJEWELED®
game 1s to swap one gem symbol with an adjacent gem
symbol to form a horizontal or vertical chain of three or more
gem symbols. IT a horizontal or vertical chain of three or more
gem symbols 1s formed, the gem symbols 1n the chain disap-
pear. Alter the gem symbols 1n the chain disappear, gem
symbols fall from the top of a game display to fill in spaces left
by the gem symbols that have disappeared. Sometimes, chain
reactions called cascades are triggered, where chains are
formed by the falling gem symbols. During these cascades,
one or more gem symbols that fall from the top of the game
display form chains of three or more gem symbols with one or
more prexisting gem symbols. In other words, chains of gem
symbols are formed during cascades with no player action.

Based on the popularity of casual games, certain casual
games have been transformed into wagering games. For
example, IG'T s popular video slot series sold under the trade-
mark DA VINCI DIAMONDS® includes a TUMBLING
REELS® feature, wherein symbols that are part of winning
symbol combinations disappear and new symbols drop 1n
sequence 1nto the game display to fill the empty positions. DA
VINCI DIAMONDS® and TUMBLING REELS® are reg-
1stered trademarks of IGT Corporation.

Given the growing popularity of casual games and the
apparent appeal of casual game themes in wagering games, a
need exists for new gaming systems and methods for provid-
ing casual wagering games which will appeal to players who
enjoy casual games, along with other players.

SUMMARY

Various embodiments of the disclosed gaming system,
gaming device and method provide a casual wagering game
having a matrix having a plurality of positions including a
starting position or cell. In various embodiments, a plurality
of path endpoints are positioned along a perimeter of the
matrix, and each of the path endpoints are associated with one
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2

of: (a) an award; (b) a symbol indicating advancement to a
subsequent level; (¢) a terminator symbol, which ends game
play; and (d) another suitable function. Each position of the
matrix, except the starting position, 1s configured to accom-
modate one of a plurality of tiles, which each include one or
a plurality of path segments.

When the tiles are placed 1n certain configurations at the
positions or cells of the matrix, path segments of bordering
tiles form a complete path between the starting position and
one or more of the path endpoints. The general objective of
the game 1s for a player to place tiles at or in the positions in
the matrix such that connecting path segments form a com-
plete path between the starting position or cell and one or
more path endpoints.

In one example, for a play of the game, a display device
displays the matrix and indicates the starting position. The
display device displays a tile including a plurality of path
segments. The gaming system then enables the playertoplace
the displayed tile at one of the positions or cells using an input
device.

After the player has placed the tile, the gaming system
determines 1f a complete path 1s formed between the starting
position and one or more of the path endpoints positioned
about the perimeter of the matrx.

I the gaming system determines that a complete path 1s not
formed, the display device displays another tile and the player
1s enabled to place that tile at one of the positions using the
iput device.

In one embodiment, 11 the gaming system determines that
a complete path 1s formed between the starting position and a
path endpoint associated with a terminator symbol, the game
ends. If the gaming system determines that a complete path 1s
formed between the starting position and a path endpoint
associated with an award, the gaming system provides the
player with the award and the game continues. If the gaming
system determines that a complete path 1s formed between the
starting position and a symbol indicating advancement to a
subsequent level, the player advances to the subsequent level.

This new casual wagering game provides a new and excit-
ing gaming experience for both existing players of wagering
games, and existing casual game players which are new to
wagering games. Further, the casual wagering game dis-
closed herein provides a new and exciting improvement on
existing wagering selection games, providing players of vari-
ous skill levels the excitement and entertainment of a skall
component and the opportunity to advance to multiple levels.

In various embodiments, any of the casual wagering games
disclosed herein may be a primary game or a bonus game.
Additionally, 1in various embodiments, any of the casual
wagering games disclosed herein may be offered 1n a multi-
player configuration.

Additional features and advantages are described herein,
and will be apparent from, the following Detailed Description
and the figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIGS. 1A and 1B are front perspective views of alternative
embodiments of gaming devices disclosed herein.

FIG. 2A 1s a schematic block diagram of the electronic
configuration of one embodiment of a gaming device dis-
closed herein.

FIG. 2B 1s a schematic diagram of the central controller in
communication with a plurality of gaming devices 1n accor-
dance with one embodiment of the gaming system disclosed
herein.
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FIGS. 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 3E, 3F, 3G and 3H are front views
of a display of a gaming device enabling a play of one

embodiment of the casual wagering game disclosed herein.

FIGS. 4A, 4B and 4C are front views of a display of a
gaming device enabling a play of one embodiment of the
casual wagering game disclosed herein.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are front views of a display of a gaming
device enabling a play of one embodiment of the casual
wagering game disclosed herein.

FIGS. 6 A and 6B are front views of a display of a gaming
device enabling a play of one embodiment of the casual
wagering game disclosed herein.

FIG. 7 illustrates a table showing point ranges and their
respective award ranges and award averages for the random
award determination process disclosed herein for one
embodiment of the casual wagering game.

FIG. 8 1s a front view of a display of a gaming device
enabling a play of one embodiment of the casual wagering
game disclosed herein.

FIG. 9 1s a front view of a display of a gaming device
cnabling a play of one embodiment of the casual wagering
game disclosed herein.

FIGS. 10A, 10B, 10C, 10D, 10E, 10F, 10G and 10H are
front views of a display of a gaming device enabling a play of
one multi-player embodiment of the casual wagering game
disclosed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure may be implemented 1n various
configurations for gaming machines, gaming devices, or
gaming systems, including but not limited to: (1) a dedicated
gaming machine, gaming device, or gaming system wherein
the computerized instructions for controlling any games
(which are provided by the gaming machine or gaming
device) are provided with the gaming machine or gaming
device prior to delivery to a gaming establishment; and (2) a
changeable gaming machine, gaming device, or gaming sys-
tem wherein the computerized instructions for controlling
any games (which are provided by the gaming machine or
gaming device) are downloadable to the gaming machine or
gaming device through a data network after the gaming
machine or gaming device 1s 1n a gaming establishment. In
one embodiment, the computerized instructions for control-
ling any games are executed by at least one central server,
central controller, or remote host. In such a “thin client”
embodiment, the central server remotely controls any games
(or other suitable interfaces) and the gaming device 1s utilized
to display such games (or suitable interfaces) and recerve one
or more 1puts or commands from a player. In another
embodiment, the computerized nstructions for controlling
any games are communicated from the central server, central
controller, or remote host to a gaming device local processor
and memory devices. In such a “thick client” embodiment,
the gaming device local processor executes the communi-
cated computerized instructions to control any games (or
other suitable interfaces) provided to a player.

In one embodiment, one or more gaming devices 1n a
gaming system may be thin client gaming devices and one or
more gaming devices in the gaming system may be thick
client gaming devices. In another embodiment, certain func-
tions of the gaming device are implemented 1n a thin client
environment and certain other functions of the gaming device
are 1implemented in a thick client environment. In one such
embodiment, computerized instructions for controlling any
primary games are communicated from the central server to
the gaming device in a thick client configuration and comput-
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erized instructions for controlling any secondary games or
bonus functions are executed by a central server 1n a thin
client configuration.

Referring now to the drawings, two example alternative
embodiments of a gaming device disclosed herein are 1llus-
trated 1n FIGS. 1A and 1B as gaming device 10a and gaming
device 1056, respectively. Gaming device 10a and/or gaming
device 106 are generally referred to herein as gaming device
10.

In the embodiments illustrated 1n FIGS. 1A and 1B, gam-
ing device 10 has a support structure, housing, or cabinet
which provides support for a plurality of displays, inputs,
controls, and other features of a conventional gaming
machine. It 1s configured so that a player can operate 1t while
standing or sitting. The gaming device can be positioned on a
base or stand or can be configured as a pub-style table-top
game (not shown) which a player can operate preferably
while sitting. As 1llustrated by the different configurations
shown 1 FIGS. 1A and 1B, the gaming device may have
varying cabinet and display configurations.

In one embodiment, as illustrated 1n FIG. 2A, the gaming
device preferably includes at least one processor 12, such as
a microprocessor, a microcontroller-based platform, a suit-
able 1ntegrated circuit or one or more application-specific
integrated circuits (ASIC’s). The processor 1s in communica-
tion with or operable to access or to exchange signals with at
least one data storage or memory device 14. In one embodi-
ment, the processor and the memory device reside within the
cabinet of the gaming device. The memory device stores
program code and instructions, executable by the processor,
to control the gaming device. The memory device also stores
other data such as image data, event data, player input data,
random or pseudo-random number generators, pay-table data
or mnformation, and applicable game rules that relate to the
play of the gaming device. In one embodiment, the memory
device mcludes random access memory (RAM), which can
include non-volatile RAM (NVRAM), magnetic RAM
(MRAM), ferroelectric RAM (FeRAM), and other forms as
commonly understood 1in the gaming industry. In one embodi-
ment, the memory device includes read only memory (ROM).
In one embodiment, the memory device includes flash
memory and/or EEPROM (electrically erasable program-
mable read only memory). Any other suitable magnetic, opti-
cal, and/or semiconductor memory may operate 1n conjunc-
tion with the gaming device disclosed herein.

In one embodiment, part or all of the program code and/or
operating data described above can be stored in a detachable
or removable memory device, including, but not limited to, a
suitable cartridge, disk, CD ROM, DVD, or USB memory
device. In other embodiments, part or all of the program code
and/or operating data described above can be downloaded to
the memory device through a suitable network.

In one embodiment, an operator or a player can use such a
removable memory device 1n a desktop computer, a laptop
computer, a hand-held device, such as apersonal digital assis-
tant (PDA), a portable computing or mobile device, or another
computerized platform to implement the present disclosure.
In one embodiment, the gaming device or gaming machine
disclosed herein 1s operable over a wireless network, for
example as part of a wireless gaming system. In one such
embodiment, the gaming machine may be a hand-held device,
a mobile device, or any other suitable wireless device that
enables a player to play any suitable game at a variety of
different locations. In various embodiments 1 which the
gaming device or gaming machine 1s a hand-held device, a
mobile device, or any other suitable wireless device, at least
one memory device and at least one processor which control
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ne game or other operations of the hand-held device, mobile
evice, or other suitable wireless device may be located: (a) at
he hand-held device, mobile device or other suitable wireless
evice; (b) at a central server or central controller; or (¢) any
suitable combination of the central server or central controller
and the hand-held device, mobile device or other suitable
wireless device. It should be appreciated that a gaming device
or gaming machine as disclosed herein may be a device that
has obtained approval from a regulatory gaming commission
or a device that has not obtained approval from a regulatory
gaming commission. It should be appreciated that the proces-
sor and memory device may be collectively referred to herein
as a “‘computer” or “controller.”

In one embodiment, as discussed in more detail below, the
gaming device randomly generates awards and/or other game
outcomes based on probability data. In one such embodiment,
this random determination 1s provided through utilization of
a random number generator (RNG), such as a true random
number generator, a pseudo random number generator, or
other suitable randomization process. In one embodiment,
cach award or other game outcome 1s associated with a prob-
ability and the gaming device generates the award or other
game outcome to be provided to the player based on the
associated probabilities. In this embodiment, since the gam-
ing device generates outcomes randomly or based upon one
or more probability calculations, there 1s no certainty that the
gaming device will ever provide the player with any specific
award or other game outcome.

In another embodiment, as discussed 1n more detail below,
the gaming device employs a predetermined or finite set or
pool of awards or other game outcomes. In this embodiment,
as each award or other game outcome 1s provided to the
player, the gaming device flags or removes the provided
award or other game outcome from the predetermined set or
pool. Once flagged or removed from the set or pool, the
specific provided award or other game outcome from that
specific pool cannot be provided to the player again. This type
of gaming device provides players with all of the available
awards or other game outcomes over the course of the play
cycle and guarantees the amount of actual wins and losses.

In another embodiment, as discussed below, upon a player
initiating game play at the gaming device, the gaming device
enrolls 1n a bingo game. In this embodiment, the bingo game
1s a base game and the casual wagering game disclosed herein
1s a bonus game. It should be appreciated that in various other
embodiments, the casual wagering game disclosed herein
may be a base game and the bingo game may be a bonus
game. In this embodiment, a bingo server calls the bingo balls
that result 1n a specific bingo game outcome. The resultant
game outcome 1s communicated to the individual gaming
device to be provided to a player. In one embodiment, this
bingo outcome 1s displayed to the player as a bingo game
and/or 1n any form 1n accordance with the present disclosure.

In one embodiment, as i1llustrated 1n FIG. 2A, the gaming,
device includes one or more display devices controlled by the
processor. The display devices are preferably connected to or
mounted on the cabinet of the gaming device. The embodi-
ment shown 1n FIG. 1A includes a central display device 16
which displays a primary game. This display device may also
display any suitable secondary game associated with the pri-
mary game as well as information relating to the primary or
secondary game. The alternative embodiment shown 1n FIG.
1B includes a central display device 16 and an upper display
device 18. The upper display device may display the primary
game, any suitable secondary game associated or not associ-
ated with the primary game and/or information relating to the
primary or secondary game. These display devices may also
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serve as digital glass operable to advertise games or other
aspects ol the gaming establishment. As seen in FIGS. 1A and
1B, 1n one embodiment, the gaming device includes a credit
display 20 which displays a player’s current number of cred-
its, cash, account balance, or the equivalent. In one embodi-
ment, the gaming device includes a bet display 22 which
displays a player’s amount wagered. In one embodiment, as
described 1n more detail below, the gaming device includes a
player tracking display 40 which displays information
regarding a player’s play tracking status.

In another embodiment, at least one display device may be
a mobile display device, such as a PDA or tablet PC, that
cnables play of at least a portion of the primary or secondary
game at a location remote from the gaming device.

The display devices may include, without limitation, a
monitor, a television display, a plasma display, a liquid crystal
display (LCD) a display based on light emitting diodes
(LEDs), a display based on a plurality of organic light-emit-
ting diodes (OLEDs), a display based on polymer light-emait-
ting diodes (PLEDs), a display based on a plurality of surface-
conduction electron-emitters (SEDs), a display including a
projected and/or retlected 1image, or any other suitable elec-
tronic device or display mechanism. In one embodiment, as
described 1n more detail below, the display device includes a
touch-screen with an associated touch-screen controller. The
display devices may be of any suitable size and configuration,
such as a square, a rectangle or an elongated rectangle.

The display devices of the gaming device are configured to
display at least one and preferably a plurality of game or other
suitable 1mages, symbols and 1ndicia such as any visual rep-
resentation or exhibition of the movement of objects such as
mechanical, virtual, or video reels and wheels, dynamic light-
ing, video i1mages, 1images ol people, characters, places,
things, faces of cards, and the like.

In one alternative embodiment, the symbols, 1mages and
indicia displayed on or of the display device may be 1n
mechanical form. That 1s, the display device may include any
electromechanical device, such as one or more mechanical
objects, such as one or more rotatable wheels, reels, or dice,
configured to display at least one or a plurality of game or
other suitable 1images, symbols or indicia.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2A, in one embodiment, the gaming
device 1ncludes at least one payment device 24 in communi-
cation with the processor. As seen 1n FIGS. 1A and 1B, a
payment device such as a payment acceptor includes a note,
ticket or bill acceptor 28 wherein the player inserts paper
money, a ticket, or voucher and a coin slot 26 where the player
iserts money, coins, or tokens. In other embodiments, pay-
ment devices such as readers or validators for credit cards,
debit cards or credit slips may accept payment. In one
embodiment, a player may insert an identification card 1nto a
card reader of the gaming device. In one embodiment, the
identification card 1s a smart card having a programmed
microchip, a coded magnetic strip or coded rewritable mag-
netic strip, wherein the programmed microchip or magnetic
strips are coded with a player’s identification, credit totals (or
related data), and/or other relevant information. In another
embodiment, a player may carry a portable device, such as a
cell phone, a radio frequency 1dentification tag, or any other
suitable wireless device, which communicates a player’s
identification, credit totals (or related data), and other relevant
information to the gaming device. In one embodiment, money
may be transferred to a gaming device through electronic
funds transfer. When a player funds the gaming device, the
processor determines the amount of funds entered and dis-
plays the corresponding amount on the credit or other suitable
display as described above.
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As seen 1n FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 2A, 1n one embodiment the
gaming device includes at least one and preferably a plurality
of input devices 30 1n communication with the processor. The
input devices can include any suitable device which enables
the player to produce an iput signal which 1s received by the
processor. In one embodiment, after appropriate funding of
the gaming device, the mput device 1s a game activation
device, such as a play button 32 or a pull arm (not shown)
which 1s used by the player to start any primary game or
sequence of events 1n the gaming device. The play button can
be any suitable play activator such as a bet one button, a max
bet button, or a repeat the bet button. In one embodiment,
upon appropriate funding, the gaming device begins the game
play automatically. In another embodiment, upon the player
engaging one of the play buttons, the gaming device auto-
matically activates game play.

In one embodiment, one mput device 1s a bet one button.
The player places a bet by pushing the bet one button. The
player can increase the bet by one credit each time the player
pushes the bet one button. When the player pushes the bet one
button, the number of credits shown in the credit display
preferably decreases by one, and the number of credits shown
in the bet display preferably increases by one. In another
embodiment, one input device 1s a bet max button (not shown)
which enables the player to bet the maximum wager permit-
ted for a game of the gaming device.

In one embodiment, one input device 1s a cash out button
34. The player may push the cash out button and cash out to
receive a cash payment or other suitable form of payment
corresponding to the number of remaining credits. In one
embodiment, when the player cashes out, a payment device,
such as a ticket, payment, or note generator 36 prints or
otherwise generates a ticket or credit slip to provide to the
player. The player receives the ticket or credit slip and may
redeem the value associated with the ticket or credit slip via a
cashier (or other suitable redemption system). In another
embodiment, when the player cashes out, the player receives
the coins or tokens 1n a coin payout tray. It should be appre-
ciated that any suitable payout mechanisms, such as funding
to the player’s electronically recordable identification card or
smart card, may be implemented 1n accordance with the gam-
ing device disclosed herein.

In one embodiment, as mentioned above and as seen 1n
FIG. 2A, one mput device 1s a touch-screen 42 coupled with
a touch-screen controller 44 or some other touch-sensitive
display overlay to allow for player interaction with the images
on the display. The touch-screen and the touch-screen con-
troller are connected to a video controller 46. A player can
make decisions and input signals ito the gaming device by
touching the touch-screen at the appropriate locations. One
such input device 1s a conventional touch-screen button panel.

The gaming device may further include a plurality of com-
munication ports for enabling communication of the proces-
sor with external peripherals, such as external video sources,
expansion buses, game or other displays, a SCSI port, or a
keypad.

In one embodiment, as seen 1n FIG. 2A, the gaming device
includes a sound generating device controlled by one or more
sounds cards 48 which function 1n conjunction with the pro-
cessor. In one embodiment, the sound generating device
includes at least one and preferably a plurality of speakers 50
or other sound generating hardware and/or software for gen-
erating sounds, such as by playing music for the primary
and/or secondary game or by playing music for other modes
of the gaming device, such as an attract mode. In one embodi-
ment, the gaming device provides dynamic sounds coupled
with attractive multimedia images displayed on one or more
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of the display devices to provide an audio-visual representa-
tion or to otherwise display full-motion video with sound to
attract players to the gaming device. During idle periods, the
gaming device may display a sequence of audio and/or visual
attraction messages to attract potential players to the gaming
device. The videos may also be customized to provide any
appropriate information.

In one embodiment, the gaming machine may include a
sensor, such as a camera, 1n communication with the proces-
sor (and possibly controlled by the processor), that 1s selec-
tively positioned to acquire an 1mage of a player actively
using the gaming device and/or the surrounding area of the
gaming device. In one embodiment, the camera may be con-
figured to selectively acquire still or moving (e.g., video)
images and may be configured to acquire the images 1n an
analog, digital, or other suitable format. The display devices
may be configured to display the image acquired by the cam-
cra as well as to display the visible manifestation of the game
in split screen or picture-in-picture fashion. For example, the
camera may acquire an image of the player and the processor
may icorporate that image into the primary and/or secondary
game as a game 1mage, symbol or 1ndicia.

Gaming device 10 can incorporate any suitable wagering
game as the primary or base game. The gaming machine or
device may include some or all of the features of conventional
gaming machines or devices. The primary or base game may
comprise any suitable reel-type game, card game, cascading
or falling symbol game, number game, or other game of
chance susceptible to representation 1n an electronic or elec-
tromechanical form, which 1n one embodiment produces a
random outcome based on probability data at the time of or
alter placement of a wager. That 1s, diflerent primary wager-
ing games, such as video poker games, video blackjack
games, video keno, video bingo or any other suitable primary
or base game may be implemented.

In one embodiment, as 1llustrated in FIGS. 1A and 1B, a
base or primary game may be a slot game with one or more
paylines 52. The paylines may be horizontal, vertical, circu-
lar, diagonal, angled or any combination thereof. In this
embodiment, the gaming device includes at least one and
preferably a plurality of reels 54, such as three to five reels 54,
in either electromechanical form with mechanical rotating
reels or video form with simulated reels and movement
thereof. In one embodiment, an electromechanical slot
machine includes a plurality of adjacent, rotatable reels which
may be combined and operably coupled with an electronic
display of any suitable type. In another embodiment, 11 the
reels 54 are 1n video form, one or more of the display devices,
as described above, displays the plurality of simulated video
reels 54. Each reel 54 displays a plurality of indicia or sym-
bols, such as bells, hearts, fruits, numbers, letters, bars, or
other images which preferably correspond to a theme associ-
ated with the gaming device. In another embodiment, one or
more of the reels are independent reels or unisymbol reels. In
this embodiment, each independent or unisymbol reel gener-
ates and displays one symbol to the player. In one embodi-
ment, the gaming device awards prizes aiter the reels of the
primary game stop spinning ii specified types and/or configu-
rations of indicia or symbols occur on an active payline or
otherwise occur 1n a winning pattern, occur on the requisite
number of adjacent reels and/or occur 1n a scatter pay arrange-
ment.

In an alternative embodiment, rather than determining any
outcome to provide to the player by analyzing the symbols
generated on any wagered upon paylines as described above,
the gaming device determines any outcome to provide to the
player based on the number of associated symbols which are
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generated 1n active symbol positions on the requisite number
of adjacent reels (i.e., not on paylines passing through any
displayed winning symbol combinations). In this embodi-
ment, 1f a winning symbol combination 1s generated on the
reels, the gaming device provides the player one award for
that occurrence of the generated winning symbol combina-
tion. For example 1 one winning symbol combination 1s
generated on the reels, the gaming device will provide a single
award to the player for that winning symbol combination (i.e.,
not based on the number of paylines that would have passed
through that winming symbol combination). It should be
appreciated that because a gaming device that enables wager-
ing on ways to win provides the player one award for a single
occurrence of a winning symbol combination and a gaming
device with paylines may provide the player more than one
award for the same occurrence of a single winnming symbol
combination (1.e., 1f a plurality of paylines each pass through
the same winning symbol combination), 1t 1s possible to pro-
vide a player at a ways to win gaming device with more ways
to win for an equivalent bet or wager on a traditional slot
gaming device with paylines.

In one embodiment, the total number of ways to win 1s
determined by multiplying the number of symbols generated
in active symbol positions on a first reel by the number of
symbols generated 1n active symbol positions on a second reel
by the number of symbols generated 1n active symbol posi-
tions on a third reel and so on for each reel of the gaming
device with at least one symbol generated 1n an active symbol
position. For example, a three reel gaming device with three
symbols generated 1n active symbol positions on each reel
includes 27 ways to win (1.e., 3 symbols on the first reelx3
symbols on the second reelx3 symbols on the third reel). A
four reel gaming device with three symbols generated 1n
active symbol positions on each reel includes 81 ways to win
(1.e., 3 symbols on the first reelx3 symbols on the second
reclx3 symbols on the third reelx3 symbols on the fourth
reel). A five reel gaming device with three symbols generated
in active symbol positions on each reel includes 243 ways to
win (1.e., 3 symbols on the first reelx3 symbols on the second
reclx3 symbols on the third reelx3 symbols on the fourth
reelx3 symbols on the fifth reel). It should be appreciated that
modifying the number of generated symbols by either modi-
tying the number of reels or moditying the number of sym-
bols generated 1n active symbol positions by one or more of
the reels modifies the number of ways to win.

In another embodiment, the gaming device enables a
player to wager on and thus activate symbol positions. In one
such embodiment, the symbol positions are on the reels. In
this embodiment, if based on the player’s wager, a reel 1s
activated, then each of the symbol positions of thatreel will be
activated and each of the active symbol positions will be part
of one or more of the ways to win. In one embodiment, 1f
based on the player’s wager, a reel 1s not activated, then a
designated number of default symbol positions, such as a
single symbol position of the middle row of the reel, will be
activated and the default symbol position(s) will be part of
one or more of the ways to win. This type of gaming machine
enables a player to wager on one, more than one or all of the
reels and the processor of the gaming device uses the number
of wagered on reels to determine the active symbol positions
and the number of possible ways to win. In alternative
embodiments, (1) no symbols are displayed as generated at
any ol the inactive symbol positions, or (2) any symbols
generated at any 1nactive symbol positions may be displayed
to the player but suitably shaded or otherwise designated as
iactive.
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In one embodiment wherein a player wagers on one or
more reels, aplayer’s wager of one credit may activate each of
the three symbol positions on a first reel, wherein one default
symbol position 1s activated on each of the remaining four
reels. In this example, as described above, the gaming device
provides the player three ways to win (1.e., 3 symbols on the
first reelx1 symbol on the second reelx1 symbol on the third
reelx1 symbol on the fourth reelx1 symbol on the fifth reel).
In another example, a player’s wager of nine credits may
activate each of the three symbol positions on a first reel, each
ol the three symbol positions on a second reel and each of the
three symbol positions on a third reel wherein one default
symbol position 1s activated on each of the remaining two
reels. In this example, as described above, the gaming device
provides the player twenty-seven ways to win (1.e., 3 symbols
on the first reelx3 symbols on the second reelx3 symbols on
the third reelx1 symbol on the fourth reelx1 symbol on the

fitth reel).

In one embodiment, to determine any award(s) to provide
to the player based on the generated symbols, the gaming
device mdividually determines if a symbol generated 1n an
active symbol position on a first reel forms part of a winning
symbol combination with or 1s otherwise suitably related to a
symbol generated 1n an active symbol position on a second
reel. In this embodiment, the gaming device classifies each
pair of symbols which form part of a winming symbol com-
bination (1.e., each pair of related symbols) as a string of
related symbols. For example, if active symbol positions
include a first cherry symbol generated 1n the top row of a first
reel and a second cherry symbol generated 1n the bottom row
of a second reel, the gaming device classifies the two cherry
symbols as a string of related symbols because the two cherry
symbols form part of a winning symbol combination.

After determining 1f any strings of related symbols are
formed between the symbols on the first reel and the symbols
on the second reel, the gaming device determines 1f any of the
symbols from the next adjacent reel should be added to any of
the formed strings of related symbols. In this embodiment, for
a first of the classified strings of related symbols, the gaming
device determines 11 any of the symbols generated by the next
adjacent reel form part of a winning symbol combination or
are otherwise related to the symbols of the first string of
related symbols. If the gaming device determines that a sym-
bol generated on the next adjacent reel 1s related to the sym-
bols of the first string of related symbols, that symbol 1s
subsequently added to the first string of related symbols. For
example, 11 the first string of related symbols 1s the string of
related cherry symbols and a related cherry symbol is gener-
ated 1n the middle row of the third reel, the gaming device
adds the related cherry symbol generated on the third reel to
the previously classified string of cherry symbols.

On the other hand, 1f the gaming device determines that no
symbols generated on the next adjacent reel are related to the
symbols of the first string of related symbols, the gaming
device marks or flags such string of related symbols as com-
plete. For example, 11 the first string of related symbols 1s the
string of related cherry symbols and none of the symbols of
the third reel are related to the cherry symbols of the previ-
ously classified string of cherry symbols, the gaming device
marks or flags the string of two cherry symbols as complete.

After erther adding a related symbol to the first string of
related symbols or marking the first string of related symbols
as complete, the gaming device proceeds as described above
for each of the remaining classified strings of related symbols
which were previously classified or formed from related sym-
bols on the first and second reels.
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After analyzing each of the remaining strings of related
symbols, the gaming device determines, for each remaining
pending or incomplete string of related symbols, 11 any of the
symbols from the next adjacent reel, 11 any, should be added
to any of the previously classified strings of related symbols.
This process continues until either each string of related sym-
bols 1s complete or there are no more adjacent reels of sym-
bols to analyze. In this embodiment, where there are no more
adjacent reels of symbols to analyze, the gaming device
marks each of the remaining pending strings of related sym-
bols as complete.

When each of the strings of related symbols 1s marked
complete, the gaming device compares each of the strings of
related symbols to an appropriate paytable and provides the
player any award associated with each of the completed
strings of symbols. It should be appreciated that the player 1s
provided one award, 1 any, for each string of related symbols
generated 1n active symbol positions (i.e., as opposed to a
quantity of awards being based on how many paylines that
would have passed through each of the strings of related
symbols 1n active symbol positions).

In one embodiment, a base or primary game may be apoker
game wherein the gaming device enables the player to play a
conventional game of video draw poker and mitially deals
five cards all face up from a virtual deck of fifty-two cards.
Cards may be dealt as 1n a traditional game of cards or in the
case of the gaming device, the cards may be randomly
selected from a predetermined number of cards. If the player
wishes to draw, the player selects the cards to hold via one or
more input devices, such as by pressing related hold buttons
or via the touch screen. The player then presses the deal
button and the unwanted or discarded cards are removed from
the display and the gaming machine deals the replacement
cards from the remaining cards 1n the deck. This results in a
final five-card hand. The gaming device compares the final
five-card hand to a payout table which utilizes conventional
poker hand rankings to determine the winning hands. The
gaming device provides the player with an award based on a
winning hand and the number of credits the player wagered.

In another embodiment, the base or primary game may be
a multi-hand version of video poker. In this embodiment, the
gaming device deals the player at least two hands of cards. In
one such embodiment, the cards are the same cards. In one
embodiment each hand of cards 1s associated with 1ts own
deck of cards. The player chooses the cards to hold 1n a
primary hand. The held cards in the primary hand are also
held 1n the other hands of cards. The remaining non-held
cards are removed from each hand displayed and for each
hand replacement cards are randomly dealt into that hand.
Since the replacement cards are randomly dealt indepen-
dently for each hand, the replacement cards for each hand will
usually be different. The poker hand rankings are then deter-
mined hand by hand against a payout table and awards are
provided to the player.

In one embodiment, a base or primary game may be a keno
game wherein the gaming device displays a plurality of
selectable indicia or numbers on at least one of the display
devices. In this embodiment, the player selects at least one bit
potentially a plurality of the selectable indicia or numbers via
an 1mput device such as a touch screen. The gaming device
then displays a series of drawn numbers and determine an
amount of matches, if any, between the player’s selected
numbers and the gaming device’s drawn numbers. The player
1s provided an award based on the amount of matches, if any,
based on the amount of determined matches and the number
of numbers drawn.
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In one embodiment, 1n addition to winning credits or other
awards 1n a base or primary game, the gaming device may also
give players the opportumity to win credits 1n a bonus or
secondary game or 1n a bonus or secondary round, such as the
casual wagering game disclosed herein. The bonus or second-
ary game enables the player to obtain a prize or payout 1n
addition to the prize or payout, if any, obtained from the base
or primary game. In general, a bonus or secondary game
produces a sigmificantly higher level of player excitement
than the base or primary game because 1t provides a greater
expectation of winming than the base or primary game, and 1s
accompanied with more attractive or unusual features than
the base or primary game. In one embodiment, the bonus or
secondary game may be any type of suitable game, either
similar to or completely different from the base or primary
game.

In one embodiment, the triggering event or qualifying con-
dition may be a selected outcome 1n the primary game or a
particular arrangement of one or more i1ndicia on a display
device in the primary game, such as the number seven appear-
ing on three adjacent reels along a payline in the primary slot
game embodiment seen 1n FIGS. 1A and 1B. In other embodi-
ments, the triggering event or qualifying condition occurs
based on exceeding a certain amount of game play (such as
number of games, number of credits, amount of time), or
reaching a specified number of points earned during game
play.

In another embodiment, the gaming device processor 12 or
central controller 56 randomly provides the player one or
more plays of one or more secondary games. In one such
embodiment, the gaming device does not provide any appar-
ent reason to the player for qualifying to play a secondary or
bonus game. In this embodiment, qualiiying for a bonus game
1s not triggered by an event 1n or based specifically on any of
the plays of any primary game. That 1s, the gaming device
may simply qualily a player to play a secondary game without
any explanation or alternatively with simple explanations. In
another embodiment, the gaming device (or central server)
qualifies a player for a secondary game at least partially based
on a game triggered or symbol triggered event, such as at least
partially based on the play of a primary game.

In one embodiment, the gaming device includes a program
which will automatically begin a bonus round after the player
has achieved a triggering event or qualifying condition 1n the
base or primary game. In another embodiment, after a player
has qualified for a bonus game, the player may subsequently
enhance his/her bonus game participation through continued
play on the base or primary game. Thus, for each bonus
qualitying event, such as a bonus symbol, that the player
obtains, a given number of bonus game wagering points or
credits may be accumulated 1n a “bonus meter” programmed
to accrue the bonus wagering credits or entries toward even-
tual participation 1n a bonus game. The occurrence of mul-
tiple such bonus qualifying events in the primary game may
result 1n an arithmetic or exponential increase 1n the number
of bonus wagering credits awarded. In one embodiment, the
player may redeem extra bonus wagering credits during the
bonus game to extend play of the bonus game.

In one embodiment, no separate entry fee or buy-in for a
bonus game 1s needed. That 1s, a player may not purchase
entry into a bonus game; rather they must win or earn entry
through play of the primary game, thus encouraging play of
the primary game. In another embodiment, qualification of
the bonus or secondary game 1s accomplished through a
simple “buy-1n"" by the player—tor example, 1f the player has
been unsuccessiul at qualitying through other specified
activities. In another embodiment, the player must make a
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separate side-wager on the bonus game or wager a designated
amount i1n the primary game to qualily for the secondary
game. In this embodiment, the secondary game triggering
event must occur and the side-wager (or designated primary
game wager amount) must have been placed to trigger the
secondary game.

In one embodiment, as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2B, one or more
of the gaming devices 10 are in communication with each
other and/or at least one central controller 56 through a data
network or remote communication link 58. In this embodi-
ment, the central server, central controller or remote host 1s
any suitable server or computing device which includes at
least one processor and at least one memory or storage device.
In different such embodiments, the central server 1s a progres-
stve controller or a processor of one of the gaming devices 1n
the gaming system. In these embodiments, the processor of
cach gaming device 1s designed to transmit and receive
events, messages, commands, or any other suitable data or
signal between the individual gaming device and the central
server. The gaming device processor 1s operable to execute
such communicated events, messages, or commands 1n con-
junction with the operation of the gaming device. Moreover,
the processor of the central server 1s designed to transmit and
receive events, messages, commands, or any other suitable
data or signal between the central server and each of the
individual gaming devices. The central server processor 1s
operable to execute such communicated events, messages, or
commands 1n conjunction with the operation of the central
server. It should be appreciated that one, more or each of the
functions of the central controller, central server or remote
host as disclosed herein may be performed by one or more
gaming device processors. It should be further appreciated
that one, more or each of the functions of one or more gaming,
device processors as disclosed herein may be performed by
the central controller, central server or remote host.

In one embodiment, the game outcome provided to the
player 1s determined by a central server or controller and
provided to the player at the gaming device. In this embodi-
ment, each of a plurality of such gaming devices are 1n com-
munication with the central server or controller. Upon a
player initiating game play at one of the gaming devices, the
iitiated gaming device communicates a game outcome
request to the central server or controller.

In one embodiment, the central server or controller
receives the game outcome request and randomly generates a
game outcome for the primary game based on probability
data. In another embodiment, the central server or controller
randomly generates a game outcome for the secondary game
based on probability data. In another embodiment, the central
server or controller randomly generates a game outcome for
both the primary game and the secondary game based on
probability data. In this embodiment, the central server or
controller 1s capable of storing and utilizing program code or
other data similar to the processor and memory device of the
gaming device.

In an alternative embodiment, the central server or control-
ler maintains one or more predetermined pools or sets of
predetermined game outcomes. In this embodiment, the cen-
tral server or controller receives the game outcome request
and independently selects a predetermined game outcome
from a set or pool of game outcomes. The central server or
controller tlags or marks the selected game outcome as used.
Once a game outcome 1s flagged as used, 1t 1s prevented from
turther selection from the set or pool and cannot be selected
by the central controller or server upon another wager. The
provided game outcome can include a primary game out-
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come, a secondary game outcome, primary and secondary
game outcomes, or a series of game outcomes such as free
games.

The central server or controller communicates the gener-
ated or selected game outcome to the initiated gaming device.
The gaming device recerves the generated or selected game
outcome and provides the game outcome to the player. In an
alternative embodiment, how the generated or selected game
outcome 1s to be presented or displayed to the player, such as
areel symbol combination of a slot machine or a hand of cards
dealt in a card game, 1s also determined by the central server
or controller and communicated to the mitiated gaming
device to be presented or displayed to the player. Central
production or control can assist a gaming establishment or
other enfity 1n maintaining appropriate records, controlling
gaming, reducing and preventing cheating or electronic or
other errors, reducing or eliminating win-loss volatility, and

the like.

In another embodiment, a predetermined game outcome
value 1s determined for each of a plurality of linked or net-
worked gaming devices based on the results of a bingo, keno,
or lottery game. In this embodiment, each individual gaming
device utilizes one or more bingo, keno, or lottery games to
determine the predetermined game outcome value provided
to the player for the mteractive game played at that gaming,
device. In one embodiment, the bingo, keno, or lottery game
1s displayed to the player. In another embodiment, the bingo,
keno or lottery game 1s not displayed to the player, but the
results of the bingo, keno, or lottery game determine the
predetermined game outcome value for the primary or sec-
ondary game. In embodiments including a bingo, keno or
lottery game, either the bingo, keno or lottery game 1s a base
game and the casual wagering game disclosed herein 1s a
bonus game or the bingo, keno or lottery game 1s a bonus
game and the casual wagering game disclosed herein 1s a base
game.

In the various bingo embodiments, as each gaming device
1s enrolled 1n the bingo game, such as upon an appropriate
wager or engaging an input device, the enrolled gaming
device 1s provided or associated with a different bingo card.
Each bingo card consists of a matrix or array of elements,
wherein each element 1s designated with a separate 1ndicia,
such as a number. It should be appreciated that each different
bingo card includes a different combination of elements. For
example, 11 four bingo cards are provided to four enrolled
gaming devices, the same element may be present on all four
of the bingo cards while another element may solely be
present on one of the bingo cards.

In operation of these embodiments, upon providing or
associating a different bingo card with each of a plurality of
enrolled gaming devices, the central controller randomly
selects or draws, one at a time, a plurality of the elements. As
each element 1s selected, a determination 1s made for each
gaming device as to whether the selected element 1s present
on the bingo card provided to that enrolled gaming device.
This determination can be made by the central controller, the
gaming device, a combination of the two, or 1n any other
suitable manner. I the selected element 1s present on the
bingo card provided to that enrolled gaming device, that
selected element on the provided bingo card 1s marked or
flagged. This process of selecting elements and marking any
selected elements on the provided bingo cards continues until
one or more predetermined patterns are marked on one or
more of the provided bingo cards. It should be appreciated
that in one embodiment, the gaming device requires the
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player to engage a daub button (not shown) to initiate the
process of the gaming device marking or flagging any
selected elements.

After one or more predetermined patterns are marked on
one or more of the provided bingo cards, a game outcome 1s
determined for each of the enrolled gaming devices based, at
least in part, on the selected elements on the provided bingo
cards. As described above, the game outcome determined for
cach gaming device enrolled 1n the bingo game 1s utilized by
that gaming device to determine the predetermined game
outcome provided to the player. For example, a first gaming
device to have selected elements marked 1n a predetermined
pattern 1s provided a first outcome of win $10 which will be
provided to a first player regardless of how the first player
plays 1n a first game, and a second gaming device to have
selected elements marked 1n a different predetermined pat-
tern 1s provided a second outcome of win $2 which will be
provided to a second player regardless of how the second
player plays a second game. It should be appreciated that as
the process ol marking selected elements continues until one
or more predetermined patterns are marked, this embodiment
ensures that at least one bingo card will win the bingo game
and thus at least one enrolled gaming device will provide a
predetermined winning game outcome to a player. It should
be appreciated that other suitable methods for selecting or
determining one or more predetermined game outcomes may
be employed.

In one example of the above-described embodiment, the
predetermined game outcome may be based on a supplemen-
tal award 1n addition to any award provided for winning the
bingo game as described above. In this embodiment, 11 one or
more elements are marked 1n supplemental patterns within a
designated number of drawn elements, a supplemental or
intermittent award or value associated with the marked
supplemental pattern 1s provided to the player as part of the
predetermined game outcome. For example, 1f the four cor-
ners of a bingo card are marked within the first twenty
selected elements, a supplemental award of $10 is provided to
the player as part of the predetermined game outcome. It
should be appreciated that in this embodiment, the player of a
gaming device may be provided a supplemental or intermat-
tent award regardless of whether the enrolled gaming device’s
provided bingo card wins or does not win the bingo game as
described above.

In another embodiment, one or more of the gaming devices
are 1n communication with a central server or controller for
monitoring purposes only. That 1s, each individual gaming
device randomly generates the game outcomes to be provided
to the player and the central server or controller monitors the
activities and events occurring on the plurality of gaming
devices. In one embodiment, the gaming network includes a
real-time or on-line accounting and gaming information sys-
tem operably coupled to the central server or controller. The
accounting and gaming information system of this embodi-
ment includes a player database for storing player profiles, a
player tracking module for tracking players and a credit sys-
tem for providing automated casino transactions.

In one embodiment, the gaming device disclosed herein 1s
associated with or otherwise integrated with one or more
player tracking systems. Player tracking systems enable gam-
ing establishments to recognize the value of customer loyalty
through 1dentitying frequent customers and rewarding them
for their patronage. In one embodiment, the gaming device
and/or player tracking system tracks any player’s gaming
activity at the gaming device. In one such embodiment, the
gaming device includes at least one card reader 38 1n com-
munication with the processor. In this embodiment, a player
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1s 1ssued a player 1dentification card which has an encoded
player idenftification number that uniquely identifies the
player. When a player inserts their playing tracking card into
the card reader to begin a gaming session, the card reader
reads the player identification number off the player tracking
card to 1dentify the player. The gaming device and/or associ-
ated player tracking system timely tracks any suitable infor-
mation or data relating to the identified player’s gaming ses-
s1on. Directly or via the central controller, the gaming device
processor communicates such information to the player
tracking system. The gaming device and/or associated player
tracking system also timely tracks when a player removes
their player tracking card when concluding play for that gam-
ing session. In another embodiment, rather than requiring a
player to insert a player tracking card, the gaming device
utilizes one or more portable devices carried by a player, such
as a cell phone, a radio frequency 1dentification tag or any
other suitable wireless device to track when a player begins
and ends a gaming session. In another embodiment, the gam-
ing device utilizes any suitable biometric technology or ticket
technology to track when a player begins and ends a gaming
SESS101.

During one or more gaming sessions, the gaming device
and/or player tracking system tracks any suitable information
or data, such as any amounts wagered, average wager
amounts, and/or the time at which these wagers are placed. In
different embodiments, for one or more players, the player
tracking system includes the player’s account number, the
player’s card number, the player’s first name, the player’s
surname, the player’s preferred name, the player’s player
tracking ranking, any promotion status associated with the
player’s player tracking card, the player’s address, the play-
er’s birthday, the player’s anniversary, the player’s recent
gaming sessions, or any other suitable data. In one embodi-
ment, such tracked information and/or any suitable feature
associated with the player tracking system 1s displayed on a
player tracking display 40. In another embodiment, such
tracked information and/or any suitable feature associated
with the player tracking system 1s displayed via one or more
service windows (not shown) which are displayed on the
central display device and/or the upper display device.

In one embodiment, a plurality of the gaming devices are
capable of being connected together through a data network.
In one embodiment, the data network 1s a local area network
(LAN), in which one or more of the gaming devices are
substantially proximate to each other and an on-site central
server or controller as 1n, for example, a gaming establish-
ment or a portion ol a gaming establishment. In another
embodiment, the data network 1s a wide area network (WAN)
in which one or more of the gaming devices are 1n commu-
nication with at least one off-site central server or controller.
In this embodiment, the plurality of gaming devices may be
located 1n a different part of the gaming establishment or
within a different gaming establishment than the ofi-site cen-
tral server or controller. Thus, the WAN may include an
olf-site central server or controller and an off-site gaming
device located within gaming establishments 1n the same
geographic area, such as a city or state. The WAN gaming
system may be substantially i1dentical to the LAN gaming
system described above, although the number of gaming
devices 1n each system may vary relative to one another.

In another embodiment, the data network 1s an Internet or
intranet. In this embodiment, the operation of the gaming
device can be viewed at the gaming device with at least one
Internet browser. In this embodiment, operation of the gam-
ing device and accumulation of credits may be accomplished
with only a connection to the central server or controller (the
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internet/intranet server) through a conventional phone or
other data transmission line, digital subscriber line (DSL),
T-1 line, coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, or other suitable
connection. In this embodiment, players may access an Inter-
net game page from any location where an Internet connec-
tion and computer or other Internet facilitator 1s available.
The expansion 1n the number of computers and number and
speed of Internet connections 1n recent years mncreases oppor-
tunities for players to play from an ever-increasing number of
remote sites. It should be appreciated that the enhanced band-
width of digital wireless communications may render such
technology suitable for some or all communications, particu-
larly 1f such communications are encrypted. Higher data
transmission speeds may be useful for enhancing the sophis-
tication and response of the display and interaction with the
player.

As mentioned above, 1n one embodiment, the present dis-
closure may be employed 1n a server-based gaming system. In
one such embodiment, as described above, one or more gam-
ing devices are in communication with a central server or
controller. The central server or controller may be any suit-
able server or computing device which includes at least one
processor and a memory or storage device. In alternative
embodiments, the central server 1s a progressive controller or
another gaming machine in the gaming system. In one
embodiment, the memory device of the central server stores
different game programs and instructions, executable by a
gaming device processor, to control the gaming device. Each
executable game program represents a different game or type
of game which may be played on one or more of the gaming
devices 1n the gaming system. Such different games may
include the same or substantially the same game play with
different pay tables. In different embodiments, the executable
game program 1s for a primary game, a secondary game or
both. In another embodiment, the game program may be
executable as a secondary game to be played simultaneous
with the play of a primary game (which may be downloaded
to or fixed on the gaming device) or vice versa.

In this embodiment, each gaming device at least includes
one or more display devices and/or one or more mput devices
for interaction with a player. A local processor, such as the
above-described gaming device processor or a processor of a
local server, 1s operable with the display device(s) and/or the
input device(s) of one or more of the gaming devices.

In operation, the central controller 1s operable to commu-
nicate one or more of the stored game programs to at least one
local processor. In different embodiments, the stored game
programs are communicated or delivered by embedding the
communicated game program in a device or a component
(e.g., a microchip to be inserted 1n a gaming device), writing
the game program on a disc or other media, or downloading or
streaming the game program over a dedicated data network,
internet, or a telephone line. After the stored game programs
are communicated from the central server, the local processor
executes the communicated program to facilitate play of the
communicated program by a player through the display
device(s) and/or input device(s) of the gaming device. That 1s,
when a game program 1s communicated to a local processor,
the local processor changes the game or type of game played
at the gaming device.

In another embodiment, a plurality of gaming devices at
one or more gaming sites may be networked to the central
server 1 a progressive configuration, as known 1in the art,
wherein a portion of each wager to initiate a base or primary
game may be allocated to one or more progressive awards. In
one embodiment, a progressive gaming system host site com-
puter 1s coupled to a plurality of the central servers at a variety
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of mutually remote gaming sites for providing a multi-site
linked progressive automated gaming system. In one embodi-
ment, a progressive gaming system host site computer may
serve gaming devices distributed throughout a number of
properties at different geographical locations including, for
example, different locations within a city or different cities
within a state.

In one embodiment, the progressive gaming system host
site computer 1s maintained for the overall operation and
control of the progressive gaming system. In this embodi-
ment, a progressive gaming system host site computer over-
sees the entire progressive gaming system and 1s the master
for computing all progressive jackpots. All participating gam-
ing sites report to, and recerve information from, the progres-
stve gaming system host site computer. Each central server
computer 1s responsible for all data communication between
the gaming device hardware and software and the progressive
gaming system host site computer. In one embodiment, an
individual gaming machine may trigger a progressive award
win. In another embodiment, a central server (or the progres-
stve gaming system host site computer) determines when a
progressive award win 1s triggered. In another embodiment,
an individual gaming machine and a central controller (or
progressive gaming system host site computer) work in con-
junction with each other to determine when a progressive win
1s triggered, for example through an individual gaming
machine meeting a predetermined requirement established by
the central controller.

In one embodiment, a progressive award win 1s triggered
based on one or more game play events, such as a symbol-
driven trigger. In other embodiments, the progressive award
triggering event or qualitying condition may be achieved by
exceeding a certain amount of game play (such as number of
games, number of credits, or amount of time), or reaching a
specified number of points earned during game play. In
another embodiment, a gaming device 1s randomly or appar-
ently randomly selected to provide a player of that gaming
device one or more progressive awards. In one such embodi-
ment, the gaming device does not provide any apparent rea-
sons to the player for winning a progressive award, wherein
winning the progressive award 1s not triggered by an event in
or based specifically on any of the plays of any primary game.
That 1s, a player 1s provided a progressive award without any
explanation or alternatively with simple explanations. In
another embodiment, a player 1s provided a progressive
award at least partially based on a game triggered or symbol
triggered event, such as at least partially based on the play of
a primary game.

In one embodiment, one or more of the progressive awards
are each funded via a side bet or side wager. In this embodi-
ment, a player must place or wager a side bet to be eligible to
win the progressive award associated with the side bet. In one
embodiment, the player must place the maximum bet and the
side bet to be eligible to win one of the progressive awards. In
another embodiment, if the player places or wagers the
required side bet, the player may wager at any credit amount
during the primary game (1.¢., the player need not place the
maximum bet and the side bet to be eligible to win one of the
progressive awards ). In one such embodiment, the greater the
player’s wager (1n addition to the placed side bet), the greater
the odds or probability that the player will win one of the
progressive awards. It should be appreciated that one or more
of the progressive awards may each be funded, at least in part,
based on the wagers placed on the primary games of the
gaming machines in the gaming system, via a gaming estab-
lishment or via any suitable manner.




US 9,168,456 B2

19

In another embodiment, one or more of the progressive
awards are partially funded via a side-bet or side-wager which

the player may make (and which may be tracked via a side-bet
meter). In one embodiment, one or more of the progressive
awards are Tunded with only side-bets or side-wagers placed.
In another embodiment, one or more ol the progressive
awards are funded based on player’s wagers as described
above as well as any side-bets or side-wagers placed.

In one alternative embodiment, a minimum wager level 1s
required for a gaming device to qualily to be selected to obtain
one of the progressive awards. In one embodiment, this mini-
mum wager level 1s the maximum wager level for the primary
game in the gaming machine. In another embodiment, no
mimmum wager level 1s required for a gaming machine to
quality to be selected to obtain one of the progressive awards.

In another embodiment, a plurality of players at a plurality
of linked gaming devices 1n a gaming system participate 1n a
group gaming environment. In one embodiment, a plurality of
players at a plurality of linked gaming devices work 1n con-
junction with one another, such as by playing together as a
team or group, to win one or more awards. In one such
embodiment, any award won by the group 1s shared, either
equally or based on any suitable criteria, amongst the differ-
ent players of the group. In another embodiment, a plurality of
players at a plurality of linked gaming devices compete
against one another for one or more awards. In one such
embodiment, a plurality of players at a plurality of linked
gaming devices participate 1n a gaming tournament for one or
more awards. In another embodiment, a plurality of players at
a plurality of linked gaming devices play for one or more
awards wherein an outcome generated by one gaming device
alfects the outcomes generated by one or more linked gaming
devices.

Casual Wagering Games

Various embodiments of the disclosed gaming system and
method include a casual wagering game. Referring now to
FIG. 3A, 1n one embodiment, the game includes a matrix 100
having a plurality of positions or cells 100aq, 1005, 100c,
1004, 100e and 100f. It should be appreciated that 1n various
embodiments, the matrix 100 may include any suitable num-
ber of positions or cells as turther discussed below.

A plurality of path endpoints 104a, 1045, 104¢, 1044,
104e, 1041, 1049, 104/, 1047, 1045, 1044, 104/, 1042, 1047,
1040, 104p, 1049 and 104~ are positioned along a perimeter
of the matrix 100. It should be appreciated that in various
embodiments, the perimeter may be an outer perimeter (e.g.,
the perimeter defined by the outer most borders o the matrix),
an 1nner perimeter (e.g., a perimeter defined at least 1n part
within the matrix) or a mix thereof. In this example embodi-
ment, each of the path endpoints are associated with one of:
(a) an award; (b) a symbol indicating advancement to a sub-
sequent level; or (¢) a terminator symbol, which ends game
play. Specifically, referring to FIG. 1A, path endpoints 104a,
1045, 104¢, 1044, 104e, 1042, 104:, 104/, 1044, 104, 1040,
104p, 1044 and 1047 are each associated with an award com-
prising an amount of credits; path endpoints 1047, 104/, 104
and 104» are each associated with a skull symbol which
terminates game play; and path endpoint 104/ 1s associated
with a symbol indicating the player advances to a subsequent
level. It should be appreciated that i various other embodi-
ments, any of the path endpoints may be associated with any
other suitable function or outcome. It should also be appre-
ciated that a terminator symbol and a symbol indicating
advancement to a next level of play may be any suitable
symbol. Additionally, 1t should be appreciated that 1in various
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embodiments, an award associated with a path endpoint may
be amultiplier, a physical prize, a free play, a free spin in areel
game or any suitable award.

In this embodiment, position 100e 1s a starting position and

cach position or cell of the matrix 100, except the starting
position 100e, 1s configured to accommodate or receive one of
a plurality of tiles, for example, tile 102 1n FIG. 3A. In this
example, each tile of the plurality of tiles includes a plurality
of path segments. For example, tile 102 includes path seg-
ments 102a, 1025 and 102¢. However, 1t should be appreci-
ated that 1n various other embodiments, one or more tiles may
include one or a plurality of path segments. It should also be
appreciated that in various embodiments, for a play of the
game, the plurality of tiles may each include the same number
of path segments or one or more of the plurality of tiles may
include a different number of path segments.
The general objective of the game in this embodiment 1s for
a player to place tiles, beginning with tile 102 in FIG. 3A, at
positions in the matrix 100 such that connecting path seg-
ments form a complete path between the starting position
102¢ and one or more desired path endpoints.

In this embodiment, the game 1s a bonus game which 1s
triggered upon the occurrence of a designated triggering
event 1 a base game. In various other embodiments, the
designated triggering event may be any of: (a) the generation
of a designated symbol or combination of symbols; (b) the
passage of a predetermined amount of time; (¢) the placement
of a designated wager; (d) a designated number of wins; (€) a
designated number of losses; and (1) any other suitable event.
It should be appreciated that any of the embodiments of the
game disclosed herein may also be a base game.

Referring back to FIG. 3A, the gaming system displays the
tile 102 and the path segments 102a, 1026 and 102¢ of the tile
102 and instructs the player to place tile 102 at one of the
positions of the matrix 100. It should be appreciated that in
this embodiment, the display 1s a touch screen and the player
places a tile at a position by “dragging and dropping™ the tile.
It should be appreciated that in various embodiments, the
player may be enabled to place tiles using any suitable input
device. It should also be appreciated that in various alternative
embodiments, the processor selects a position at which to
place at least one tile. In various such embodiments, for at
least one tile, the processor: (a) automatically selects a posi-
tion for the tile; (b) selects a position for the tile if the player
has not selected a position for the tile within a designated
amount of time; (¢) selects a position for the tile upon the
player’s selection of an input device requesting the processor
to select a position; (d) randomly selects a position for the tile;
or (¢) selects a position for the tile in a predetermined manner.
In various such embodiments, the processor may place less
than or all of the plurality of the tiles.

It should be appreciated that 1n various embodiments, the
player 1s mstructed to place the displayed tile at a position
bordering the starting position or bordering a prior-placed tile
(1n other words, build from the starting position). In various
other embodiments, the gaming system enables a player to
place the displayed tile at any position of the matrix, regard-
less of 1ts orientation relative to the starting position. It should
be appreciated that 1n other embodiments, the matrix does not
include a starting position prior to a player’s first tile place-
ment and the player defines the starting position for any
resulting path by placement of their first tile.

In this embodiment, the gaming system does not enable the
player to rotate tiles prior to placing them at a position in the
matrix 100. However, it should be appreciated that in various
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other embodiments, the gaming system enables the player to
rotate one or more of the tiles prior to placing them at a
position 1n the matrix 100.

It should be appreciated that although in FIG. 3 A the gam-
ing device displays the tile 102 and each of 1ts path segments
to the player, in various other embodiments, the gaming
device may: (a) display the tile, but not display the path
segments of the tile until a position 1s selected for the tile or
(b) display the tile, but display less than all of the path seg-
ments of the tile until a position 1s selected for the tile.

As 1llustrated 1 FIG. 3B, the player placed tile 102 at
position 100f. After the player has placed the tile 102, the
gaming system determines 1f a complete path 1s formed
between the starting position 102¢ and one or more of the path
endpoints positioned about the perimeter of the matrix 100.

If the gaming system determines that a complete path 1s not
formed, the display device displays another tile and the player
1s enabled to place the tile at one of the positions bordering the
starting position 100e or one of the positions bordering the
102.

If the gaming system determines that a complete path 1s
formed between the starting position 100e and a path end-
point associated with a terminator symbol, the game ends.

If the gaming system determines that a complete path 1s
formed between the starting position 100e and a symbol
indicating advancement to a subsequent level, the player
advances to the subsequent level. In various embodiments,
higher levels are associated with higher awards. It should also
be appreciated that 1n various embodiments, path endpoints
associated with advancement to a next level could also be
associated with an award which 1s provided to player.

If the gaming system determines that a complete path 1s
formed between the starting position 100e and a path end-
point associated with an award, the gaming system provides
the player with the award and the game continues. Referring,
to FIG. 3B, 1n this example, a complete path 1064 1s formed
from the starting position 100e to path endpoint 1047 by path
segment 1025 of tile 102. Path endpoint 1047 1s associated
with an award of 50 credits which 1s provided to the player as
indicated 1n Total Win display 21 i FIG. 3B. It should be
appreciated that 1n various other embodiments, play of the
game may end when the player recetves a first award. This
would create a different element of strategy, as the player may
purposely place a tile 1n a non-award winning position to hold
out for a larger award.

FI1G. 3C 1llustrates an alternative scenario to that of FIG.
3B, in which the player placed tile 102 at position 1005.
Referring to FIG. 3C, 1n this example, a complete path 10656
1s formed from the starting position 100e to path endpoint
104; by path segment 102¢ of tile 102. Path endpoint 104; 1s
associated with an award of 100 credits which 1s provided to
the player as indicated 1n Total Win display 21 i FIG. 3C.

Play of the game continues from the play illustrated 1n FIG.
3C. Asillustrated in FIG. 3D, the gaming system instructs the

player to place tile 108, which includes path segments 108a,
10856, 108¢ and 108d. The player placed tile 108 at position

100a, as illustrated 1n FIG. 3E. Referring to FIG. 3E, 1n this
example, a complete path 106¢ 1s formed from the starting
position 100e to path endpoint 104¢g by path segment 1025 of
t1le 102 and 1085 of tile 108. Path endpoint 104 ¢ 1s associated
with an award of 1000 credits which 1s provided to the player
as indicated 1n Total Win dlsplay 21 1n FIG. 3E.
Referring to FIG. 3F, the gaming system next instructs the
player to place tile 110, which includes path segments 110a,
1106 and 110¢, at a position in matrix 100. In various embodi-
ments, a complete path can connect to two or more path
endpoints either via branches of the same path segment or
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different respective path segments. For example, referring to
FIG. 3F, path segment 1106 of tile 10 would be able to
complete a path with two path endpoints.

In various embodiments 1n which a complete path 1s
formed with two path endpoints via the same tile placement,
one path endpoint could be associated with a terminator sym-
bol and another path endpoint could be associated with an
award. In one such embodiment, the game ends and the gam-
ing system does not provide the player with the award. In
another such embodiment, although the game ends as a result
of the terminator symbol, the gaming system still provides the
player with the award.

In various other embodiments 1n which a complete path 1s
formed with two path endpoints via the same tile placement,
both path endpoints could be associated with an award. In one
such embodiment, the gaming system provides the player
with both awards. In another such embodiment, the gaming
system provides the player with the lower of the awards. In
another such embodiment, the gaming system provides the
player with the highest of the awards.

In various other embodiments 1n which a complete path 1s
formed with two path endpoints via the same tile placement,
one path endpoint could be associated with an advancement
to a subsequent level and another path endpoint could be
associated with an award. In one such embodiment, the gam-
ing system provides the player with the award and the player
advances to the subsequent level. In another such embodi-
ment, the gaming system advances the player to the subse-
quent level, but does not provide the player with the award.

In various other embodiments 1n which a complete path 1s
formed with two path endpoints via the same tile placement,
one path endpoint could be associated with an advancement
to a subsequent level and another path endpoint could be
associated with a terminator symbol. In one such embodi-
ment, the gaming system still advances the player to the
subsequent level. In another such embodiment, the gaming
system terminates play of the game.

In various other embodiments 1n which a complete path 1s
formed between two path endpoints via the same tile place-
ment, one path endpoint could be associated with an award
and another path endpoint could be associated with a termi-
nator symbol. In one such embodiment, the gaming system
still provides the player with the award before terminating the
game. In another such embodiment, the gaming system ter-
minates play of the game and does not provide the player with
the award.

Referring now to FIG. 3G, the player placed tile 110 at
position 100c. Referring to FIG. 3G, 1n this example, a com-
plete path 1064 1s formed from the starting position 100e to
path endpoint 104/ by path segment 102¢ of tile 102 and path
segment 11056 of tile 110. Additionally, a complete path 106¢
1s formed from the starting position 100e to path endpoint
104 by path segment 102¢ of t1le 102 and path segment 1105
of tile 110. Path endpoint 104/ 1s associated with advance-
ment to anext level and path endpoint 104 1s associated with
an award of 200 credits. In this embodiment, the player both
receives the award of 200 credits and advances to the next
level as indicated 1n FIGS. 3G and 3H. In the next level, the
gaming system next mnstructs the player to place tile 112,
which includes path segments 1124, 1126 and 112¢, at a
position 1 matrix 100. As illustrated 1n FIG. 3H, 1n this
embodiment, the awards associated with certain path end-
points are higher 1n the next round than 1n the first round. For
example, referring to FIG. 3G, 1n the first round, path end-
poimnt 104g 1s associated with an award of 1,000 credits.
Referring back to FIG. 3H, in the next round, path endpoint
1049 1s associated with an award of 2,000 credits.
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In various other embodiments, a next round or level may
differ in other ways. For example, in various embodiments,
the next level may include one or more of: (a) a different ratio
of terminating symbols to award symbols; (b) a different
distribution of awards, but with a same average award value;
(c) more or less grid positions; (d) a different grid configura-
tion (e.g., the location of the positions relative to one another);
(¢) a different distribution of tiles (1.e., different tiles or the
tiles being displayed for placement 1n a different order); and
(1) the same symbols, atleast two of which are associated with
a different path endpoint.

In various embodiments, the gaming system assists the
player during game play. The gaming system may assist the
player in one or more of the following ways: (a) providing an
audio tip regarding tile placement strategy; (b) recommend-
ing a particular matrix position for tile placement by empha-
s1ZIng a certain position by highlighting 1ts border or high-
lighting the position itself (e.g., by a colored background); (c¢)
displaying a visual warning or tile placement tip; (d) provid-
ing the player with a wild tile for placement (e.g., one which
connects path segments 1n all directions); and () assisting the
player 1n any other suitable manner.

It should be appreciated that 1n various embodiments, juris-
diction permitting, the gaming system detects the level of play
of the player and provides the player with assistance if 1t
detects the player 1s playing poorly. In various other embodi-
ments, the gaming system provides the player with assis-
tance: (a) randomly; (b) for a designated number of rounds of
play of a game; (¢) for an additional wager; (d) 11 the gaming
system detects that the player has not placed a tile for a
designated amount of time; (¢) based on a player’s status as
defined by a player tracking card; or (I) under any other
suitable circumstances.

For example, referring to FIG. 4A, which illustrates a play
of the game 1n progress, the gaming system instructs the
player to place tile 114, which includes path segments 114a,
11456 and 114¢. The player attempts to place tile 114 at posi-
tion 100a, as illustrated in FIG. 4B. In this example, the
gaming system displays the text, “Are you sure?,” to attempt
to warn the player that by placing tile 114 at position 100q the
game will end, as a complete path would be formed to path
endpoint 104/, which 1s associated with a terminator symbol.
In this embodiment, the warning text 1s displayed when the
player drags tile 114 over position 100a, but before the player
releases tile 114 (e.g., by removing their finger from a touch
screen). It should be appreciated that 1n various other embodi-
ments, such a warning may be displayed after a player places
a tile, giving the player another chance to place the tile.

Referring now to FI1G. 4C, after recerving the helptul warn-
ing ifrom the gaming system, the player placed tile 114 at
position 100c¢ instead. Referring to FI1G. 4C, 1n this example,
a complete path 106i 1s formed from the starting position 100e
to path endpoint 104/ by path segment 113a and path segment
114a; a complete path 106/ 1s formed from the starting posi-
tion 100e to path endpoint 104 by path segment path seg-
ment 113a and path segment 114a; and a complete path 106g
1s formed from the starting position 100e to path endpoint
104~ by path segment 113aq and path segment 114a. Path
endpoint 104/ 1s associated with advancement to a next level,
path endpoint 104 1s associated with an award o1 200 credits
and path endpoint 1047 1s associated with a terminator sym-
bol. In this embodiment, the player both receives the award of
200 credits and advances to the next level as indicated 1n FIG.
4C.

FIG. 5A illustrates a play of the game 1n progress, wherein
the gaming system provides the player with a wild tile 116,
which includes path segments extending 1n all directions. As
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illustrated 1n FIG. 5A, the gaming system instructs the player
to place the tile 116 1n the matrix 100. The player placed the
tile 116 at position 100¢, as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3B. Referring
to FIG. 5B, 1n this example, a complete path 106/ 1s formed
from the starting position 100e to path endpoint 104; by path
segment 1154, path segment 1155 and tile 116; a complete
path 1060 1s formed from the starting position 100e to path
endpoint 1044 by path segment path segment 11556 and tile
116; a complete path 1064 1s formed from starting position
100¢ to path endpoint 104/ by path segment 1155 and t1le 116;
a complete path 106/ 1s formed from starting position 100e to
path endpoint 104 by path segment 1155 and tile 116; a
complete path 106p 1s formed from starting position 100e to
path endpoint 1047 by path segment 1155 and tile 116; a
complete path 106 1s formed from starting position 100e to
path endpoint 1040 by path segment 11355, tile 116 and path
segment 117a; and a complete path 106» 1s formed from

starting position 100e to path endpoint 104p by path segment
1155, tile 116 and path segment 1175. Path endpoint 104 1s
associated with an award ot 100 credits, path endpoint 1044 1s
associated with a terminator symbol, path endpoint 104/ 1s
associated with advancement to a next level, path endpoint
104 15 associated with an award of 200 credits, path end-
point 1047 1s associated with a terminator symbol, path end-
point 1040 1s associated with an award of 20 credits and path
endpoint 104p 1s associated with an award of 500 credits. In
this embodiment, the player both recerves a total award o1 820
credits (the sum of the award amounts of the path endpoints
associated with awards) and advances to the next level as
indicated 1 FIG. 5B. In thus embodiment, as in previously
illustrated embodiments, when a path 1s formed between
starting position 100e and a path endpoint associated with a
terminator symbol at the same time as a path endpoint asso-
ciated with an award or a path endpoint associated with
advancement to a next level, the gaming system does not end
the game.

Referring to FIGS. 6 A and 6B, 1n another embodiment, the
casual game does not include a starting position. In this
embodiment, the objective of the game 1s for a player to
connect path endpoints associated with a same symbol.

Referring to FIG. 6A, matrix 200 includes a plurality of
positions 200a, 2005, 200c and 2004. It should be appreciated
that 1n various embodiments, matrix 200 may include any
suitable number of positions. Path endpoints 204a, 2045,
204c, 204d, 204¢, 2041, 2042, 204/, 204, 2047, 2044, 2041,
204m, 204n, 2040 and 204p are positioned about the perim-
eter of matrix 200.

The gaming system 1instructs the player to place tile 202,
which includes path segments 202aq and 2025, at a position in
the matrix 200, as 1llustrated in FIG. 6 A. Additionally, 1n this
embodiment, the gaming system 1nstructs the player that they
may rotate the tile 202 prior to placing 1t at a position 1n the
matrix 200. It should be appreciated that in various other
embodiments, the player 1s not enabled to the rotate the tile.

The player placed tile 202 at position 200a, as 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 6B. Note that prior to placing tile 202 at matrix position
2004, the player rotated tile 202 ninety degrees. It should be
appreciated that in embodiments 1n which the gaming system
cnables aplayer to rotate a tile, the gaming system may enable
the player to rotate the tile in any suitable fashion. In one
embodiment, the gaming system enables a player to rotate a
tile by moving their finger in a circular fashion relative to the
tile on a touch screen 1n a desired direction of rotation. In
another such embodiment, the gaming system enables a
player to rotate a tile by selecting an mput on a touch screen
independent of the display of the tile.
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Path segment 2065 creates a complete path between path
endpoints 204g and 204/, which are both associated with an
award ol 50 credits. In this embodiment, the gaming system
provides the player with an award i1 the award or symbols at
the respective ends of a complete path match. Accordingly,
the gaming system provides the player with an award of 50
credits, as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 6B.

In the foregoing embodiment, none of the path endpoints
positioned about the perimeter of the matrix 200 are associ-
ated with a terminator symbol. However, 1t should be appre-
ciated that in various other embodiments, one or more of the
path endpoints are associated with a terminator symbol, mak-
ing 1t another objective of the game not to create a complete
path between two path endpoints associated with a terminator
symbol.

In another embodiment in which the player’s objective 1s to
complete a path between two path endpoints, the gaming
system provides the player with an award for completing a
path between path endpoints associated with different award
amounts. In one such embodiment, the player receives the
sum of the awards associated with the respective path end-
points. In another such embodiment, certain path endpoints
may be associated with negative values. For example, if a
complete path 1s formed between a path endpoint associated
with an award of 300 credits and another path endpoint asso-
ciated with an award of negative 50 credits, the player would
receive an award of 250 credits. Stmilarly, the player would
receive an award of 250 credits for completing a path between
a path endpoint associated with an award of 200 credits and a
path endpoint associated with an award of 50 credits.

In another embodiment, amounts associated with the
respective path endpoints of the game are points, which upon
the completion of a play of the game are used to randomly
determine an award which i1s ultimately provided to the
player.

Specifically, 1n one such embodiment, the game 1s associ-
ated with a plurality of point ranges including O to 249 points,
250 to 750 points, 751 to 1200 points and greater than 1200
points, as illustrated i table 60 of FIG. 7. Upon completion of
a play of the game, the gaming system determines which
point range the player’s point total 1s included within. Still
referring to FIG. 7, if the gaming system determines that the
player has O to 249 points, the gaming system randomly
selects an award from a plurality of awards ranging from 75 to
750 credits, the average of the plurality of awards being 450
credits. If the gaming system determines that the player has
250 to 750 points, the gaming system randomly selects an
award from a plurality of awards ranging from 50 to 1900
credits, the average of the plurality of awards being 300
credits. If the gaming system determines that the player has
751 to 1200 points, the gaming system randomly selects an
award from a plurality of awards ranging from 25 to 2,500
credits, the average of the plurality of awards being 3550
credits. If the gaming system determines that the player has
more than 1200 points, the gaming system randomly selects
an award from a plurality of awards ranging from 10 to 5,000
credits, the average of the plurality of awards being 600
credits. It should be appreciated that 1n various embodiments,
the point ranges, award ranges, and award averages may be
any suitable values.

The secondary random award determination process
explained in the above paragraph compensates for large skall
differences between players. Players of all skill levels would
receive somewhat similar average awards. However, highly
skilled players that have more points, have the potential of
receiving much higher awards than unskilled players. For
example, referring again to the example 1n FIG. 7, a player
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having 1205 points, could receive an award of 5,000 credits,
although the probability may be relatively low. On the other
hand, the highest award a player having 240 points could
receive 1s 750 credits.

In one embodiment, the gaming system enables a player to
carn tiles during a play of a base or other game or purchase
tiles to store for later use at the same or a different gaming,
machine. In various such embodiments, the stored tiles are
stored 1n a memory device local to a gaming device or at a
remote memory device which is part of the gaming system. In
another such embodiment, the stored tiles are stored on or in
association with a player tracking card.

Referring now to FIG. 8, in another embodiment, a matrix
300 includes a relatively larger number of positions than in

the previous embodiments. Matrix 300 includes positions
300a, 3000, 300c, 3004, 300¢, 300/, 300g, 300/, 300:, 3005,

3004, 300/, 3002, 30072, 3000, 300p, 3004, 3007, 3005, 300z,
300z,300v, 300w, 300x, 300y, 300z,301a,3015,301¢,301 4,
301e, 3017, 301g, 301/, 301, 301;, 301%, 301/, 301, 301,
3010 and 301p.

Positioned about the border of the matrix 300 are a plurality
of path endpoints 304a, 3045, 304c¢, 3044, 304¢, 3047, 3044,
3047, 304i, 304;, 3044, 304/, 304m, 304n, 3040, 304p, 3044,
3047, 3045, 304z, 3044, 304v, 304w, 304x, 304y, 304z, 3054,
3055, 303c¢, 305d, 305¢, 305/, 3052, 305/, 3051, 305/, 3054,
305/, 305m, 3035, 3050, 305p, 305q, 3057, 305s, 3057, 3054,
305v, 305w and 305x.

The gaming system displays the tile 302 and 1ts path seg-
ments 302a, 3025 and 302¢ and 1nstructs the player to place
the tile 302 at a position 1n the matrix 300. In this embodi-
ment, the starting position 1s position 301#. Thus, as illus-
trated 1n FIG. 8, 1t would take at least nine tile placements to
reach the furthest position 300/ from the starting position
301m. It should be appreciated that in various embodiments,
the player may select the starting position. In various other
embodiments, the starting position 1s predetermined or ran-
domly determined by the processor. In various other embodi-
ments, the game includes a plurality of starting positions. In
such embodiments, the plurality of starting positions may be
player selected or processor selected. In other such embodi-
ments, a player may select one or more of the plurality of
starting positions and the processor may select one or more of
the plurality of starting positions.

FIG. 9 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the casual
wagering game 1n which the path endpoints are positioned
about an 1mner perimeter ol matrix 400.

Matrix 400 includes a plurality of positions 400a, 4005,
400c, 4004, 400¢, 400/, 400g, 400/, 400:, 4007, 4004, 400/,
400, 40072, 4000, 400p, 40049, 4007, 400s, 4007, 4002, 400v,
400w, 400x, 400y, 400z, 401a, 4015, 401¢, 4014, 401¢ and
401/, as illustrated in FI1G. 9.

Path endpoints 404a, 4045, 404c, 404d, 404¢, 4041, 404 ¢,
4047, 404, 4047, 404k, 404/, 404m, 404, 4040 and 404p are
positioned about an inner perimeter of the matrix 400, as
illustrated in FIG. 9.

The gaming system displays the tile 402 and 1ts path seg-
ments 402a, 4025 and 402¢ and 1nstructs the player to place
the tile at a position 1n the matrix 400. In this embodiment, the
starting position 1s position 4017, In this embodiment, the
players objective 1s still to complete a path from the starting
position 401/ to one or more desired path endpoints.

It should be appreciated that in another embodiment, the
game does not include a start position and the player’s objec-
tive 1s to complete a path from an mner or outer perimeter of
the matrix 400 to one or more desired path endpoints.

It should be appreciated that in another embodiment, the
gaming system displays a plurality of tiles (up to all of the
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tiles) at the beginning of play of the casual wagering game. In
this embodiment, the gaming device enables the player to
select the tiles, but after the player selects each tile, the pro-
cessor randomly places the tile or places the tile 1n a prede-
termined manner.

In another embodiment, the gaming device displays a des-
ignated number of tiles (e.g., two) each time the player 1s
instructed to select a tile. For example, 1n one such embodi-
ment, the gaming device displays two tiles. The player places
one of the tiles. Then, the gaming device displays two more
tiles and the player places one of those tiles.

In another embodiment, the gaming device provides the
player with at least one additional award which 1s a function
of the number of complete paths that are formed during a play
of the game. In various such embodiments, the additional
award 1s: (a) a predetermined amount of credits, (b) a ran-
domly determined amount of credits, (¢) a multiplier; (d) an
advancement to a subsequent level; or (¢) other suitable award
or function. In one embodiment in which the additional award
1s a multiplier, the multiplier 1s a number equal to or a multiple
of the number of complete paths formed by the player during
the play of the game.

In various embodiments, any of the above described games
could be offered 1n a multi-player configuration.

In one multi-player embodiment, the matrix 1s relatively
large and each of a plurality of players are assigned a different
starting position. The players take turns placing tiles. In this
embodiment, players may build off of other players’ tiles (to
connect path segments). It should be appreciated that 1n vari-
ous other embodiments, players are not enabled to build off of
other players’ tiles.

The players continue to place tiles at positions in the matrix
until one of the players forms a complete path between their
respective starting position and one or more path endpoints.
The player that completes the path recerves any award asso-
ciated with the path endpoint and the game ends. It should be
appreciated that 1n various embodiments wherein players are
enabled to build off of tiles placed by other players, when a
complete path 1s formed, any resulting award 1s split among
all players placing tiles which are part of the complete path 1n
a suitable manner. For example, 1n one such embodiment, the
award 1s prorated based on how many tiles each respective
player placed which are part of the complete path.

In one multi-player embodiment, play of the game contin-
ues until a player completes a path ending with a path end-
point associated with a terminator symbol.

In another multi-player embodiment, 1f a player completes
a path which ends with a path endpoint associated with a
terminator symbol, only that player 1s eliminated. Play of the
game then continues, until all of the players have completed
a path which ends with a path endpoint associated with a
terminator symbol, until the players advance to a subsequent
level or until no free positions remain.

In another multi-player embodiment, an additional award
1s provided to the last player still playing the game as a bonus
to that respective player for outlasting the other players. In
various embodiments, this additional award 1s predeter-
mined, randomly determined, determined based on the play-
er’s performance during one or more plays of the game or
determined 1n any suitable manner.

In another multi-player embodiment, “N” players are
allowed to keep playing as long as the “N”” players have not
collectively completed paths connected to “N” terminator
symbols. For example, 1f there are four players 1n the game,
the players may keep playing until they collectively place tiles
that connect to four or more terminator symbols.
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In another multi-player embodiment 1n which players are
enabled to build off of other players’ tiles, when a player
completes a path ending with a path endpoint associated with
a terminator symbol, each of the players which placed a tile
which 1s part of the complete path are eliminated from the
game. Play of the game then continues, until all of the players
have completed a path which ends with a path endpoint asso-
ciated with a terminator symbol or until the players advance
to a subsequent level.

In one multi-player embodiment, when a player completes
a path ending with a path endpoint associated with advance-
ment to a subsequent level, all players move to the next level
when such a path 1s completed.

In one multi-player embodiment, the game 1s a bonus game
which 1s triggered upon the occurrence of a designated trig-
gering event in each of a plurality of players’ individual base
games and the bonus game 1s displayed on a large central
display. In another such embodiment, players view the bonus
game at their own respective gaming device displays.

It should be appreciated that 1n various other multi-player
embodiments, the bonus game 1s a persistence game, which
players may enter at different intervals from play of respec-
tive base games based upon the occurrence of a designated
triggering event.

In various multi-player embodiments in which the game 1s
a base game, the game starts when a designated number of
players have placed a wager on the game. In one such embodi-
ment, 11 only one player has placed a wager on the game after
a designated amount of time, the gaming system simulates the
play of one or more additional players.

In another multi-player embodiment, each of a plurality of
players are assigned different starting positions on a matrix,
from which they build tiles, to ultimately form a complete
path between their respective starting position and a path
endpoint associated with an award. In one such embodiment,
the gaming system enables a player to place a displayed tile
onto their path or another player’s path. In one such embodi-
ment, 1f a first player places a tile onto a second player’s path,
the first player receives at least part of any award resulting,
from a completion of the path between the second player’s
starting position and a path endpoint. In another such embodi-
ment, certain tiles are designated as “blocking tiles” (having
no path segments, or no useful path segments). A player can
place a blocking tile onto another player’s path for various
strategic reasons (1.€., to keep certain positions open for that
player’s respective path).

FIGS. 10A to 10H illustrate an example of a multi-player
embodiment of the game. Referring to FIG. 10A, the gaming
system displays the tile 102 and instructs Player 1 to place tile
102 at one of the positions of the matrix 100. As illustrated 1n
FIG. 10B, Player 1 placed tile 102 at position 100f. After
Player 1 has placed the tile 102, the gaming system deter-
mines 11 a complete path 1s formed between the starting posi-
tion 102¢ and one or more of the path endpoints positioned
about the perimeter of the matrix 100. Referring to FIG. 10B,
in this example, a complete path 1064 1s formed from the
starting position 100e to path endpoint 1047 by path segment
10256 of tile 102. Path endpoint 1047 1s associated with an
award of 50 credits which 1s provided to Player 1 as indicated
in Player 1 Total Win display 21a in FIG. 10B.

Referring to FI1G. 10C, the gaming system displays the tile
103, including path segments 103a, 1035 and 103¢, and
instructs Player 2 to place tile 103 at one of the positions of the
matrix 100. It should be appreciated that although in this
embodiment, tile 102 1s the same as tile 103, 1n various
embodiments, all of the displayed tiles are different. Player 2

placed tile 103 at position 1005, as illustrated 1n FI1G. 10D. In
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this example, a complete path 1065 1s formed from the start-
ing position 100e to path endpoint 104; by path segment 103¢
of tile 103. Path endpoint 104/ is associated with an award of
100 credits which 1s provided to Player 2 as indicated in
Player 2 Total Win display 2156 1n FIG. 10D.

As 1llustrated 1 FIG. 10E, the gaming system instructs
Player 1 to place tile 108. Player 1 placed tile 108 at position
100q, as illustrated 1n FI1G. 10F. Referring to FIG. 10F, in thas
example, a complete path 106¢ 1s formed from the starting
position 100e to path endpoint 104g by path segment 1035 of
t1le 103 and 1085 of tile 108. Path endpoint 104 ¢ 1s associated
with an award of 1000 credits which 1s provided to Player 1 as
indicated 1in Player 1 Total Win display 21a 1n FIG. 10F.

Referring to FIG. 10G, the gaming system next instructs
Player 2 to place tile 110 at a position in matrix 100. Referring
now to FIG. 10H, Player 2 placed tile 110 at position 100c.
Referring to FIG. 10G, 1n this example, a complete path 1064
1s formed from the starting position 100e to path endpoint
104/ by path segment 103¢ of tile 103 and path segment 1105
of tile 110. Additionally, a complete path 106e 1s formed from
the starting position 100e to path endpoint 104 by path
segment 103¢ of tile 103 and path segment 11056 of tile 110.
Path endpoint 104/ 1s associated with advancement to a next
level and path endpoint 104 1s associated with an award of
200 credits. In this embodiment, Player 2 recerves the award
of 200 credits and both players advances to the next level as
indicated in FIG. 10H.

In various embodiments, single or multi-player, for a play
or round of play of the game, the gaming system displays
tewer tiles that positions. In various other embodiments, the
gaming system displays an equal number of tiles and open
positions.

It should be appreciated that in various other embodiments,
awards are associated with positions in a matrix as well as
certain path endpoints. Accordingly, 1n such embodiments a
player could get an award for simply placing a tile. In such
embodiments, different positions could be associated with
different awards. In various other such embodiments, the
award associated with placing a tile could increase as more
tiles are placed, meaning the player gets a higher award for
placing each subsequent tile. In another embodiment, a player
receives a bonus award 1n addition to the awards associated
with various path endpoints for placing a tile at each position
in the matrix without having completed a path to a path
endpoint associated with a terminator symbol.

In another embodiment, different path endpoints posi-
tioned about the perimeter of the matrix are associated with
different subsequent levels, some of which could have path
endpoints associated with higher awards than other path end-
points.

It should be appreciated that 1n various embodiments, the
matrix could be a variety of shapes 1n addition to square or
rectangular (e.g., hexagonal, triangular, circular). It should
also be appreciated that the positions may be any suitable
shape 1n addition to square.

It should be appreciated that although 1n the foregoing
example embodiments, one tile 1s displayed to the player at a
time for placement, 1n various other embodiments, the gam-
ing system displays multiple tiles to a player at one time. In
one such embodiment, the gaming system enables the player
to select from a plurality of tiles (up to all of the possible tiles)
to place at a position 1n the matrix one at a time. In another
such embodiment, while the gaming system displays multiple
tiles, the tiles are displayed in a designated order and the
player may only place a certain one of the plurality of dis-
played tiles. In other words, the gaming system enables the
player to see what tile or tiles are eligible for placement, or

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

30

“on deck,” after arespective placement. This assists the player
in strategically placing tiles to maximize their awards. In
another embodiment, the order 1n which the tile positions get
filled on the grid 1s predetermined, but the player 1s enabled to
choose from a set of possible tiles including up to all of the
tiles) each turn to fill 1n the current grid position.

It various embodiments, the gaming system includes a
timer which times the amount of time which elapses from the
time the gaming system displays a tile for placement to the
time the player places the tile at a position in the matrix. In
various embodiments, 11 a designated amount of time elapses
and the player has not placed the tile at a position in the
matrix, the gaming system: (a) randomly places the tile at a
position in the matrix; (b) places the tile at a position 1n the
matrix according to an identified level of skill of the player
(pending jurisdiction); (¢) ends the play of the game; or (d)
takes any other suitable action.

In various embodiments, 1 the player 1s using a player
tracking card, the gaming system saves the player’s level of
play and the player can pick up play of the game at a later time
where they left off.

In various other embodiments, the gaming system does not
display awards associated with path endpoints positioned
about the perimeter of the matrix. Rather, the gaming system
determines the award ultimately provided to the player for

forming a complete path randomly or using central determi-
nation.

It should be appreciated that in other embodiments, a plu-
rality of path endpoints positioned about the perimeter of the
matrix are associated with awards, however only certain of
the awards are displayed to the player prior to the player
receiving the respective awards.

In various other embodiments, a plurality of path endpoints
positioned about the perimeter of the matrix are associated
with awards and the gaming system displays such awards
during an entire play of the game or level. However, 1n such
embodiments, after the player forms a complete path, the
gaming system causes the awards associated with the path
endpoints to spin counterclockwise or clockwise. After the
awards stop spinning, the player recerves the award associ-
ated with the path endpoint or path endpoints to which a
complete path was formed. It should be appreciated that 1n
such embodiments, the spinning may stop randomly or a
predetermined fashion. It should also be appreciated that in
various embodiments, certain path endpoints 1 such a con-
figuration may be associated with terminators and certain
path endpoints may be associated with advancement to a
subsequent level. In such an embodiment, terminator sym-
bols and symbols 1indicating advancement to a subsequent
level spin along with the award symbols. It should also be
appreciated that in various embodiments, the symbols asso-
ciated with the path endpoints may spin upon the occurrence
of any suitable event. It should also be appreciated that 1n
various such embodiments, the symbols associated with the
path endpoints could be randomly rearranged, rearranged in a
predetermined fashion or rearranged 1n any suitable fashion.

It should be appreciated that 1n various embodiments, a
player may receive more helpiul tiles for placing a higher
wager 1n a base game or placing a side wager. In one embodi-
ment, i the player makes an additional wager, the player 1s
given the choice between two or more tiles to place for each
turn, as opposed to one tile. In another embodiment, the
player 1s allowed to rotate one or more of the tiles 11 the player
makes an additional wager. In another embodiment, the play-
er’s chance of getting a “wild tile” (a tile that connects 1n all
directions) increases 1i the player makes an additional wager.
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In another embodiment, 11 the player makes an additional
wager, the player receives tiles with more connections on
average. In another embodiment, the player 1s given one or
more extra “lives” i1f the player makes an additional wager.
Each extra “life” allows the player to connect to one termi-
nator symbol without terminating the game play session. For
example, 1n one embodiment, 11 the player connects to one
terminator symbol, the game ends, but 1 the player makes an
additional wager, the player may be allowed to connect to two
or more terminator symbols before the game ends. In another
embodiment, the player may earn a multiplier on all of their
winnings 1f the player makes an additional wager.

It should be appreciated that each of the foregoing
examples are for illustrative purposes and that any of the
teatures of any of the examples or other disclosure herein may
be combined 1n any manner.

It should be understood that various changes and modifi-
cations to the presently preferred embodiments described
herein will be apparent to those skilled i the art. Such
changes and modifications can be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention and without
diminishing 1ts intended advantages. It 1s therefore intended

that such changes and modifications be covered by the
appended claims.

The mvention 1s claimed as follows:

1. A method of operating a gaming system, said method

comprising:

after recerving, via an acceptor, a physical item associated
with a monetary value; 1dentifying, via the acceptor, the
received physical item; and causing at least one proces-
sor to execute a plurality of instructions to establish a
credit balance, for a play of a game:

(A) causing at least one processor to execute a plurality of
instructions to operate with at least one display device to
display a matrix including a plurality of positions;

(B) causing the at least one processor to execute the plu-
rality of instructions to operate with the at least one
display device to display a first one of a plurality of tiles,
cach of the tiles including a plurality of distinct non-
intersecting path segments;

(C) causing the at least one processor to execute the plu-
rality of instructions to operate with at least one 1nput
device to receive a selection of one of the positions not
displaying any of the tiles and to operate with the at least
one display device to display said first tile at said
selected position;

(D) causing the at least one processor to execute the plu-
rality of instructions to determine 1f a complete path has
been formed by one or more of the path segments of any
tiles displayed at the plurality of positions from a start-
ing position to one or more of a plurality of path end-
points;

(1) when a complete path has not been formed and at least
one of the plurality of positions does not display any
of the tiles, causing the at least one processor to
execute the plurality of instructions to operate with
the at least one display device to display another one
of the tiles and repeat (C) to (D) for said other dis-
played tile 1n association with the same matrix and the
same plurality of positions; and

(11) when a complete path has been formed, causing the
at least one processor to execute the plurality of
instructions to:

(a) determine any awards associated with the one or
more path endpoints;
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(b) operate with the at least one display device to
display and provide any determined awards to the
player; and

(c) when at least one of the plurality of positions does
not display any of the tiles, operate with the at least
one display device to display another one of the

tiles and repeat (C) to (D) for said other displayed
tile 1n association with the same matrix and the
same plurality of positions; and
(E) 11 an actuation of a cashout button 1s recerved, causing
the processor to mitiate a payout associated with the
credit balance.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the game 1s a multi-
player game played by a plurality of players.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the plurality of instruc-
tions, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the
at least one processor to operate with the at least one 1mput
device to enable each of the players to select one of the
positions 1n an alternating fashion.

4. The method of claim 2, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
operate with the at least one input device to enable each of the
players to select one of the positions 1n an alternating fashion
until: (a) a complete path 1s formed from the starting position
to one ol the path endpoints associated with an award; (b) a
complete path 1s formed from the starting position to one of
the path endpoints associated with a terminator symbol; or (¢)
a complete path 1s formed from the starting position to one of
the path endpoints associated with advancement to a subse-
quent level.

5. The method of claim 2, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to,
when a complete path 1s formed from the starting position to
one of the path endpoints associated with an award, provide
the award to the player who selected the position at which the
tile which completed the complete path was displayed.

6. The method of claim 2, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to,
when a complete path 1s formed from the starting position to
one of the path endpoints associated with an award, split the
award among each of the players who selected at least one of
the positions at which one of the tiles that 1s part of the
complete path 1s displayed.

7. The method of claim 2, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
end said play of the game for all of the players when a
complete path 1s formed from the starting position to one of
the path endpoints associated with a terminator symbol.

8. The method of claim 2, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to,
when a complete path 1s formed from the starting position to
one of the path endpoints associated with a terminator sym-
bol, end said play of the game for the player who caused the
complete path to be formed.

9. The method of claim 2, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to,
when a complete path 1s formed from the starting position to
one of the path endpoints associated with advancement to a
subsequent level, cause the player that caused the complete
path to be formed to advance to the subsequent level.

10. The method of claim 2, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to,
when a complete path 1s formed from the starting position to
one of the path endpoints associated with advancement to a
subsequent level, cause all of the players to advance to the
subsequent level.
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11. The method of claim 1, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
operate with the at least one display device to display one of
the tiles to the player at a time.

12. The method of claim 1, which 1s provided through a
data network.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the data network 1s an
internet.

14. A method of operating a gaming system, said method
comprising;

after recerving, via an acceptor, a physical item associated
with a monetary value; 1dentifying, via the acceptor, the
received physical item; and causing at least one proces-
sor to execute a plurality of instructions to establish a
credit balance, for a play of a game:

(A) causing at least one processor to execute a plurality of
istructions to operate with at least one display device to
display a matrix including a plurality of positions;

(B) causing the at least one processor to execute the plu-
rality of istructions to operate with the at least one
display device to display a plurality of path endpoints 1n
association with the positions of the matrix, wherein
cach of a plurality of the path endpoints 1s associated
with one of a plurality of different award symbols;

(C) causing the at least one processor to execute the plu-
rality of instructions to operate with the at least one
display device to display a first one of a plurality of tiles,
cach of the tiles including a plurality of distinct non-
intersecting path segments:

(D) causing the at least one processor to execute the plu-
rality of instructions to operate with at least one input
device to receive a selection of one of the positions not
displaying any of the tiles, and display said first tile at
said selected position;

(E) causing the at least one processor to execute the plu-
rality of instructions to determine 1f a complete path has
been formed by one or more of the path segments of any
tiles displayed at the plurality of positions between two
of the path endpoints that are associated with a same one
of the award symbols;

(1) when the complete path has not been formed and at
least one of the plurality of positions does not display
any of the tiles, causing the at least one processor to
execute the plurality of instructions to operate with
the at least one display device to display another one
of the tiles and repeat (D) to (E) for said other dis-
player tile 1n association with the same matrix and the
same plurality of positions; and

(11) when the complete path has been formed, causing the
at least one processor to execute the plurality of
instructions to:

(a) determine an award associated with said one of the
award symbols associated with the two path end-
points; and

(b) operate with the at least one display device to
display and provide said determined award to the
player; and

(F) 1f an actuation of a cashout button 1s received, causing
the processor to mitiate a payout associated with the
credit balance.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the game 1s a multi-

player game played by a plurality of players.

16. The method of claim 15, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
operate with the at least one input device to enable each of the
players to select one of the positions 1n an alternating fashion
until: (a) a complete path 1s formed between two of the path
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endpoints associated with a same one of the award symbols;
(b) a complete path 1s formed between two of the path end-
points associated with a terminator symbol; or (¢) a complete
path 1s formed between two of the path endpoints associated
with advancement to a subsequent level.

17. The method of claim 15, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to,
when a complete path 1s formed, provide any resulting award
to the player who selected the position at which the tile which
completed the complete path was displayed.

18. The method of claim 15, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to,
when a complete path 1s formed, split any resulting award
among the players who selected at least one of the positions at
which one of the tiles that 1s part of the complete path 1s
displayed.

19. The method of claim 15, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
end said play of the game for all of the players when the two
path endpoints are each associated with a terminator symbol.

20. The method of claim 15, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
end said play of the game for the player who caused a com-
plete path to be formed when the two path endpoints are each
associated with a terminator symbol.

21. The method of claim 15, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
cause the player who caused the complete path to be formed
to advance to a subsequent level when the two path endpoints
are each associated with advancement to the subsequent level.

22. The method of claim 15, which includes causing the at
least one processor to execute the plurality of instructions to
cause all of the players to advance to a subsequent level when
the two path endpoints are each associated with advancement
to the subsequent level.

23. The method of claim 14, which 1s provided through a
data network.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the data network 1s an
internet.

25. A method of operating a gaming system, said method
comprising:

alter receiving, via an acceptor, a physical item associated
with a monetary value; 1dentifying, via the acceptor, the
received physical item; and causing at least one proces-
sor to execute a plurality of 1nstructions to establish a
credit balance, for a play of a game:

(A) causing at least one processor to execute a plurality of
instructions to operate with at least one display device to
display a matrix including a plurality of positions; and

(B) for one of a plurality of tiles which each include a
plurality of path segments, causing the at least one pro-
cessor to execute the plurality of instructions to:

(1) operate with the at least one display device to display
the tile;

(11) operate with at least one mput device to receive a
signal causing the at least one display device to dis-
play the tile at a selected position of the matrix;

(111) determine 1f a complete path has been formed by one
or more of the path segments of any displayed tiles
from a starting position to one or more of a plurality of
path endpoints, one of the path endpoints being asso-
ciated with a terminator symbol, another one of the
path endpoints being associated with an award;

(1) 11 the complete path has not been formed, operate
with the at least one display device to display
another one of the tiles and repeat (11) to (111) for said
other displayed tile; and
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(2) 1t the complete path has been formed by one or
more of the path segments of any displayed tiles
from: (1) the starting position to the path endpoint
associated with the award, and (2) the starting posi-
tion to the path endpoint associated with the termi-
nator symbol, end said play of the game without
providing the player the award; and

(1v) 1f the complete path has been formed by one or more
of the path segments of any displayed tiles from the
starting position to the path endpoint associated with
the award and the complete path has not been formed
by one or more of the path segments of any displayed
tiles from the starting position to the path endpoint
associated with the terminator, operate with the at
least one display device to display and provide the
award to the player; and

(C) 1f an actuation of a cashout button 1s recerved, causing
the processor to mitiate a payout associated with the
credit balance.

26. The method of claim 25, which 1s provided through a

data network.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the data network 1s an

internet.

28. A method of operating a gaming system, said method

comprising;

after recerving, via an acceptor, a physical item associated
with a monetary value; 1dentifying, via the acceptor, the
received physical item; and causing at least one proces-
sor to execute a plurality of instructions to establish a
credit balance, for a play of a game:

(A) causing at least one processor to execute a plurality of
instructions to operate with at least one display device to
display a matrix including a plurality of positions; and

(B) for one of a plurality of tiles which each include a
plurality of path segments, causing the at least one pro-
cessor to execute the plurality of mstructions to:

(1) operate with the at least one display device to display
the tile;
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(11) operate with at least one mput device to receive a
signal causing the at least one display device to dis-
play the tile at a selected position of the matrix;

(111) determine if a complete path has been formed by one
or more of the path segments of any displayed tiles
from a starting position to one or more of a plurality of
path endpoints, one of the path endpoints being asso-
cliated with advancement to a subsequent level,
another one of the path endpoints being associated
with an award;

(1) 11 the complete path has not been formed, operate
with the at least one display device to display
another one of the tiles and repeat (11) to (1) for said
other displayed tile; and

(2) 1f the complete path has been formed by one or
more of the path segments of any displayed tiles
from: (1) the starting position to the path endpoint
associated with the award, and (2) the starting posi-
tion to the path endpoint associated with advance-
ment to the subsequent level, operate with the at
least one display device to display and provide the
award to the player without advancing the player to
the subsequent level; and

(1v) 11 the complete path has not been formed by one or
more of the path segments of any displayed tiles from
the starting position to the path endpoint associated
with advancement to the subsequent level and the
complete path has not been formed by one or more of
the path segments of any displayed tiles from the
starting position to the path endpoint associated with
the award, advance the player to the subsequent level;
and

(C) 11 an actuation of a cashout button 1s received, causing
the processor to mitiate a payout associated with the
credit balance.

29. The method of claim 28, which 1s provided through a

data network.

30. The method of claim 29, wherein the data network 1s an

internet.
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