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1
POWLER CONVERTER CIRCUIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This U.S. National stage application claims priority under
35 U,S.C. §119(a) to Japanese Patent Application No. 2009-

166378, filed 1n Japan on Jul. 15, 2009, the entire contents of
which are hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention relates to a power converter circuit

provided between an alternating-current power supply and a
load.

2. Description of Related Art

A variety of power converter circuits for respectively sup-
plying a load with a predetermined alternating-electric cur-
rent provided between an alternating-current power supply
and the load have been developed. Out of them, downsizing of

inverters and imnverters without capacitors aimed for a cost-cut
have been suggested “IMPROVED POWER FACTOR REC-

TIFIER CIRCUIT FOR INVERTER CONTROLLED PM
MOTOR” written by Isao Takahashi announced at 2000
Technical Meeting 4-149 of the Institute of Electrical Engi-
neers of Japan (held in March, 2000) page 1591 ). As shown in
FIG. 6, an 1mnverter 40 without capacitor comprises: a diode
group 16; a DC section 18; and an inverter 20. Further, arelay
S for power shutdown i1s provided at a point between the
power supply 12 and the diode group 16 to prevent electric
energy irom intlowing into the DC section 18 when the
iverter 20 stops.

The diode group 16 1s a diode bridge consisting of four
diodes. The diode group 16 performs full-wave rectification
for an output of the alternating-current power supply 12 and
outputs to a power supply line 22 of an upper arm and a power
supply line 24 of a lower arm. The DC section 18 comprises:
a reactor {in mserted nto the power supply lines 22 and 24;
and a smoothing capacitor Cdc provided, at a point, between
the power supply lines 22 and 24. The DC section 18 does not
include a large capacity of an electrolytic capacitor. The
capacity of the smoothing capacitor Cdc of the DC section 18
typically has a capacity of about 20 uF, which 1s about 0.01 to
0.02 time as large as the electrolytic capacitor. The inverter 20
includes a switching power element (transistor) and a reflux
diode, and outputs alternating-current power to the load 14.

Direct current voltage fluctuates widely even though the
inflow energy into the DC section 18 1s small because the
smoothing capacitor Cdc of the DC section 18 i1s small 1n
capacity. Further, examples of the state in which direct current
voltage tends to rise include the time when LC resonance of a
reactor Lin caused by power supply activation/power strain
and a smoothing capacitor Cdc 1s generated, and the time
when inductance energy reflux of the load 14 1s performed
when the mverter stops.

As shown m FIG. 7, an inverter 405 without capacitor
equipped with an energy-absorbing circuit 28 in the DC sec-
tion 18 has been suggested as a measure to prevent the afore-
mentioned overvoltage (JP 2005-20836 A). In the energy-
absorbing circuit 28, a diode Ds, a resistor Rs, an electrolytic
capacitor Cs are series-connected to one another between the
power supply lines 22 and 24. Since the electrolytic capacitor
Cs1s also charged as well as the smoothing capacitor Cdc, the
apparent capacity of the smoothing capacitor Cdc grows.
Moreover, the resistor Rs controls the passing of a charging
current through the electrolytic capacitor CS. Accordingly, a
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potential difference Vdc of both edges of the smoothing
capacitor Cdc becomes smaller, which leads to prevent over-
voltage.

The charging voltage of the electrolytic capacitor Cs 1s
almost uniformly smoothed. The electrolytic capacitor Cs can
be used as a power supply of a circuit for driving at a fixed
voltage. Further, the mverter 4056 without capacitor 1s
equipped with a control circuit 26 for controlling the switch-
ing power element and the relay S. Consequently, it has been
suggested 1 JP 2005-20836 A that the electrolytic capacitor
Cs 15 used as a power supply of the control circuit 26.

However, 1n the case where the relay S 1s Off, no voltage 1s
applied to the energy-absorbing circuit 28 equipped with the
DC section 18. The electrolytic capacitor Cs to be used as a
power supply of the control circuit 26 1s not charged, so that
the control circuit 26 1s not driven. As a result, the relay S
cannot be switched on and the mverter 405 without capacitor
remains stacked.

SUMMARY

It 1s an object of the present mvention to provide a power
converter circuit capable of suppressing overvoltage of a DC
section and generating a power supply for a control circuit.

The summary of the present invention 1s described as fol-
lows:

In a first preferred aspect of the present invention, there 1s
provided a power converter circuit which comprises: a diode
group including a plurality of diodes for rectifying an output
voltage of an alternating-current power supply; a relay pro-
vided at a point located closer to the alternating-current power
supply than the diode group; a DC section where an output
voltage of the diode group i1s applied; and an inverter for
outputting a three-phase alternating-electric current to a
three-phase load. The DC section has a maximum pulse volt-
age twice as great as a minimum pulse voltage thereof. The
DC section includes an energy-absorbing circuit having an
clectrolytic capacitor and has a pathway for applying the
output voltage of the alternating-current power supply from
the alternating-current power supply to the electrolytic
capacitor via a rectilying circuit, not via the relay.

According to the present ivention, the power converter
circuit generally rectifies at a diode bridge and charges the
clectrolytic capacitor provided on a subsequent stage. When
the relay provided on a former stage of the diode bridge 1s Off,
the power converter circuit charges the electrolytic capacitor
from the power supply side via the rectifying circuit, not via
the relay.

In a second preferred aspect, the power converter circuit
according to the present invention further includes a control
circuit for controlling the imnverter using a charging voltage of
the electrolytic capacitor as a power supply. The control cir-
cuit operates using the charging voltage of the electrolytic
capacitor as a power supply.

In a third preferred aspect, the power converter circuit
according to the present invention further includes a control
circuit for switching the relay on/off using the charging volt-
age of the electrolytic capacitor as a power supply. The elec-
trolytic capacitor 1s usually used as a power supply of the
control circuit because the electrolytic capacitor 1s charged
even when the relay 1s off.

In a fourth preferred aspect of the power converter circuit
according to the present invention, the energy-absorbing cir-
cuit 1s a series circuit between a diode and the electrolytic
capacitor. Alternatively, the energy-absorbing circuit 1s a
series circuit among a diode, a resistor, and an electrolytic
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capacitor. The apparent capacity of the smoothing capacitor
in the DC section 1s increased by the electrolytic capacitor.

In a fifth preferred aspect of the power converter circuit
according to the present invention, the pathway for applying
the output voltage of the alternating-current power supply to
the electrolytic capacitor via the rectifying circuit includes a
resistor. The resistor reduces electric current and adjusts the
voltage to be applied to the electrolytic capacitor.

In a sixth preferred aspect of the power converter circuit,
the rectifying circuit 1s either a full-wave rectifying circuit or
a half-wave rectitying circuit. Full-wave rectification or hali-
wave rectification 1s performed to apply a voltage to the
clectrolytic capacitor.

In a seventh preferred aspect of the power converter circuit
of the present invention, the electrolytic capacitor 1s an elec-
trolytic capacitor of the energy-absorbing circuit provided on
the subsequent stage of the diode bridge. The charged voltage
1s virtually constantly smoothed and becomes a power supply
of the control circuit that needs a fixed voltage.

Advantages of the Invention

According to the present invention, 1t 1s possible to apply a
voltage from the power supply side to the electrolytic capaci-
tor via the rectifying circuit, not via the relay. This makes 1t
possible to charge the electrolytic capacitor even when the
relay 1s Off. Even if the relay 1s Off, the control circuit using,
the electrolytic capacitor as a power supply 1s driven, so that
the relay 1s turned on/off. It 1s possible for the power converter
circuit to prevent, overvoltage because of having an electro-
lytic capacitor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic diagram of a power converter circuit
according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a schematic diagram in which a resistor of the
power converter circuit shown in FIG. 1 1s shared;

FIG. 3 1s a schematic diagram in which a resistor value of
the power converter circuit shown 1n FIG. 1 1s adjusted;

FI1G. 4 1s a schematic diagram of a power converter circuit
according to the present invention using a full-wave rectify-
Ing circuit;

FIG. 5 15 a schematic diagram in which a resistor value of
the power converter circuit shown 1n FIG. 4 1s adjusted;

FIG. 6 1s a schematic diagram of a conventional inverter
without capacitor.

FIG. 7 1s a schematic diagram of an energy-absorbing
circuit in the mverter without capacitor shown in FIG. 6.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PR
EMBODIMENTS

FERRED

L1

The power converter circuit of the present invention will
now be described by referring to the accompanying drawings.
The power converter circuit described below 1s an inverter
without capacitor.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, a power converter circuit 10 1s used at
a point between a power supply 12 and a load 14 and outputs
predetermined alternating-current power to the load 14. The
power supply 12 shown in FIG. 1 1s a single-phase power
supply. The load 14 1s a three-phase load and an example
thereod 1s three-phase motor.

The power converter circuit 10 includes a relay S, a diode
group 16, a DC section 18, and an inverter 20. The diode
group 16, the DC section 18, and the inverter 20 are connected
to one another by a first power supply line 22 of an upper arm
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and a second power supply line 24 of a lower arm. Further, the
power converter circuit 10 includes a control circuit 26 for
driving and controlling the relay S and the inverter 20.

The diode group 16 1s a diode bridge consisting of four
diodes. The diode group 16 performs full-wave rectification
to output a direct current voltage to the first power supply line
2 and the second power supply line 24. The second power
supply line 24 1s lower than the first power supply line 22 1n
voltage.

The DC section 18, in which the output of direct current
tare 1s applied to the subsequent stage of the diode group 16,
includes a reactor in and a smoothing capacitor Cdc for
smoothing the direct current voltage outputted from the diode
group 16. The reactor tin 1s inserted 1n the first power supply
line 22 and 1s connected to a point between the power supply
lines 22 and 24. As shown 1n FIG. 1, the reactor Lin and the
smoothing capacitor Cdc are designed to general smoothing
circuits. As described in the prior art, the smoothing capacitor
has a low volume.

The DC section 18 has a maximum pulse voltage twice as
great as a minimum pulse voltage thereof. And the DC section
18 includes an energy-absorbing circuit 28 as a measure
thereof. The energy-absorbing circuit 28 1s parallel-con-
nected to the smoothing capacitor Cdc. The energy-absorbing
circuit 28 1s series-connected to the diode Ds, the resistor Rs,
and the electrolytic capacitor Cs 1n this order from the first
power supply line 22 side. In the diode Ds, an anode 1s
connected to the first power supply line 22. The smoothing
capacitor Cdc 1s series-connected to the electrolytic capacitor
Cs, resulting 1n an increase in the apparent capacity of the
smoothing capacitor Cdc. The resistor Rs has functions to
control a rapid rise 1n voltage. Overvoltage of the voltage
placed between both ends Vdc 1n the smoothing capacitor
Cdc 1s suppressed by the energy-absorbing circuit 28. Further
a voltage smoothed 1nto the fixed voltage 1s charged on the
clectrolytic capacitor Cs.

In the present invention, although the resistor Rs 1s used for
the energy-absorbing circuit 28, the resistor Rs may be omit-
ted, 11 there 1s no need to minimize the rapid charge on the
clectrolytic capacitor Cs.

A rectitying circuit 30 1s connected to a point located closer
to the alternating-current power supply than the relay S to
apply a voltage to the electrolytic capacitor Cs via the recti-
tying circuit 30 1n the present invention. That 1s, even when
the relay S 1s Off, a voltage can be applied to the electrolytic
capacitor Cs. The rectifying circuit 30 1s a half-wave rectify-
ing circuit, consisting of one diode Dss. The anode of the
diode Dss 1s connected to the alternating-current power sup-
ply. A direct current voltage 1s generated by half-wave recti-
fication. This makes it possible to apply the direct current
voltage to the electrolytic capacitor Cs.

The control, circuit 26 transmits a signal to turn the relay S
on or transmits a control signal to drive a switching power
clement to the inverter 20. The control circuit 26 drives a
charging voltage of the electrolytic capacitor Cs as a power
supply. As mentioned above, 1t 1s possible to secure the power
supply of the control, circuit 26 because the electrolytic
capacitor Cs 1s charged even though the relay S 1s Off. It 1s
possible to transmit a signal to turn the relay S on and drive the
power converter circuit 10 because the control circuit 26 1s
always driven. When the relay S 1s On, charging 1s performed
in the electrolytic capacitor CS via the diode Ds and the
resistor Rs. The voltage 1s converted into a voltage which 1s
capable of driving the control circuit 26 by a DC/DC con-
verter 32 when necessary.

A resistor Rss 1s provided, between the rectiiying circuit 30
and the electrolytic capacitor Cs. This resistor Rss reduces
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clectric current. When the resistor Rs of the energy-absorbing
circuit 28 1s too great, a drop 1n voltage 1n the resistor Rs at the
time when energy 1s absorbed, 1n other words, when an elec-
tric current flows to the resistor Rs, resulting in a rise in
voltage Vdc. Thus, there are more cases where the resistor Rss
1s set to be greater than the resistor Rs. In addition, the resistor
Rss may be provided at a point located closer to the power
supply 12 than the rectifying circuit 30 1n the case where the
resistor RSS 1s located 1n a pathway between the power sup-
ply 12 and the electrolytic capacitor Cs.

When the value of the resistor Rss 1s the same as that of the
resistor Rs, while the resistor Rss still remains like a power
converter circuit 106 shown in FIG. 2, an output of the recti-
tying circuit 30 may be connected to a point between the
diode. Ds of the energy-absorbing circuit 28 and the resistor
Rs. Further, like a power converter circuit 10¢ shown 1n FIG.
3, the output of the rectifying circuit 30 may be connected to
a point between the diode Ds of the energy-absorbing circuit
28 and the resistor Rs. As a result, the resistor Rss 1s series-
connected to the resistor Rs, so that two resistors Rss and Rs
reduce the electric current. As mentioned above, the value of
the resistor Rss 1s appropriately set.

It 1s to be understood that the rectifying circuit 30 1s not
limited to a halt-wave rectifying circuit. As can be seen from
a power converter circuit 104 shown 1n FIG. 4, a full-wave
rectifying circuit consisting of four diodes DBss 1s connected
to a point located closer to the alternating-current power
supply than the relay S. An output of the full-wave rectifying
circuit 1s applied to the electrolytic capacitor Cs. Use efli-
ciency of a power supply voltage 1s more increased than the
half-wave rectifying circuit. And as can be seen from a power
converter circuit 10e shown i FIG. 5, the output of the
tull-wave rectifying circuit may be connected to a point
between the diode Ds of the energy-absorbing circuit 28 and
the resistor Rs. In FIG. 5, there 1s a case in which 1t 1s
impossible to set the resistor Rss like FIG. 2. The value of the
resistor Rss 1s appropriately set.

In the mverter 20 two switching power elements (transis-
tors) are series-connected to each other and a connecting
section thereot 1s connected to a terminal of the load 14. The
series-connected switching power elements are connected to
the first power supply line 22 and the second power supply
line 24. Since the load 14 1s a three-phase load, the total
number of the switching power elements 1s six. A reflux diode
1s parallel connected to each switching power element. A
desired three-phase electric current 1s outputted to the load 14
by the adjustment of the timing of switching on/off of the
switching power elements using the control circuit 26.

As described above, 1t 1s, possible to apply a voltage to the
clectrolytic capacitor Cs 1n the DC section 18 located on the
subsequent stage of the diode group 16 from the former stage,
not from the relay S in the present invention. Even when the
relay S 1s Off, 1t 1s possible to cause the control circuit 26 to
drive using the electrolytic capacitor Cs as a power supply. As
a result, there 1s no possibility that the relay S may remain Off
like a conventional one. Further, 1t 1s possible to avoid over-
voltage by the electrolytic capacitor Cs of the energy-absorb-
ing circuit 28 as well as a conventional one.

While embodiments of the present invention have been
described so far, 1t 1s to be understood that the present mnven-
tion 1s not limited to the aforementioned embodiments. For
instance, the embodiment 1s also applicable to a three-phase
inverter without capacitor, although a single-phase inverter
without capacitor shown 1n FIG. 1 1s applicable.

It should be understood that the present invention capable
of other embodiments and of being carried out 1n aspects 1n
which various improvements, modifications, and changes are
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added based on knowledge of those skilled 1n the art within a
range not departing from the spirit of the invention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A power converter circuit comprising;:

a diode group including a plurality of diodes arranged to
rectily an output voltage of an alternating-current power
supply:;

a relay provided at a point located closer to the alternating-
current power supply than the diode group;

a DC section where an output voltage of the diode group 1s
applied;

an 1nverter arranged to output a three-phase alternating-
clectric current to a three-phase load;

a smoothing capacitor disposed between the diode group
and the inverter; and

an mductor connected 1n series relative to the alternating
current power supply and the smoothing capacitor, the
inductor and the smoothing capacitor being configured
to be generally smoothing circutis,

the DC section including an energy-absorbing circuit hav-
ing a first resistor and an electrolytic capacitor, the
energy absorbing circuit and the smoothing capacitor
being connected 1n parallel relative to each other,

the DC section further having a pathway arranged to apply
the output voltage of the alternating-current power sup-
ply from the alternating-current power supply to the
clectrolytic capacitor via a rectifying circuit, not via the
relay, and the pathway having a second resistor disposed
therein, and

a second resistance of the second resistor being greater
than a first resistance of the first resistor.

2. The power converter circuit according o claim 1, further

comprising

a control circuit arranged and configured to control the
iverter using a charging voltage of the electrolytic
capacitor as a power supply.

3. The power converter circuit according to claim 2,

wherein

the control circuit 1s further arranged and configured to
switch on/ofl of the relay using the charging voltage of
the electrolytic capacitor as a power supply.

4. The power converter circuit according to claim 2,

wherein

the energy-absorbing circuit includes a diode series con-
nected to the electrolytic capacitor.

5. The power converter circuit according to claim 2,

wherein

the energy-absorbing circuit includes a diode series con-
nected to the first resistor.

6. The power converter circuit according to claim 2,

wherein

the rectifying circuit 1s one of a full-wave rectifying circuit
and a half-wave rectitying circuit.

7. The power converter circuit according to claim 1, further

comprising

a control circuit arranged and configured to switch on/off
of the relay using the charging voltage of the electrolytic
capacitor as a power supply.

8. The power converter circuit according to claim 7,

wherein

the energy-absorbing circuit includes a diode series con-
nected to the electrolytic capacitor.

9. The power converter circuit according to claim 7,

wherein

the energy-absorbing circuit includes a diode series con-
nected to the first resistor.
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10. The power converter circuit according to claim 7,
wherein
the rectifying circuit 1s one of a full-wave rectifying circuit
and a half-wave rectifying circuit.
11. The power converter circuit according to claim 1, 5
wherein
the energy-absorbing circuit includes a diode series con-
nected to the first resistor.

12. The power converter circuit according to claim 11,
wherein 10
the rectifying circuit 1s one of a full-wave rectifying circuit

and a halt-wave rectifying circuit.
13. The power converter circuit according to claim 1,
wherein
the rectifying circuit 1s one of a full-wave rectifying circuit 15
and a half-wave rectifying circuit.
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