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1
SUPPLY UNIT FOR A MOVABLE GANTRY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The mvention concerns a supply unit for a movable gantry
of an 1mage acquisition device, particularly a medical image
acquisition device. The supply unit serves to transport power
and/or data and/or coolant between the movable gantry and a
stationary connection point (generally designated as a supply
source 1n the following).

2. Description of the Prior Art

In the following, a movable gantry (“sliding gantry™)
means a structural unit that has at least one approximately
annular housing (gantry) that 1s 1n penetrated by a tunnel, as
well as components accommodated in the housing that enable
an 1mage acquisition. The entire gantry housing 1s movable,
such as on rails recessed 1nto the floor. For image acquisition
purposes, the gantry 1s moved with respect to a patient bed
associated with the gantry such that the bed 1s caused to
protrude 1nto the tunnel.

Such sliding gantries are presently used primarily in
(x-ray) computed tomography systems (CT systems). An
essentially annular mount (also designated as a ring collar) 1s
supported inside the housing, on which mount are attached an
x-ray source and a radially opposite x-ray detector. This
mount rotates around the tunnel 1n a known manner to acquire
slice images (tomograms) of a patient on the patient bed.

In a typical image acquisition method, projection images of
a subject to be imaged (thus of the patient on the patient bed)
are acquired slice-by-slice 1 a typical image acquisition
method during successive feed of the gantry along the tunnel
axis, and the projection images are electronically stored as
image data. Finally, slice images or three-dimensional vol-
ume data sets of the subject to be 1imaged are calculated at a
control and evaluation computer (associated with the gantry)
by numerical back-projection of the acquired projection
images. The acquisition of a series of projection 1images 1s
also designated as a “scan” in the following.

Such a sliding gantry 1s frequently used 1n connection with
an operation on the patient when an 1image acquisition 1s to
take place in the course of the operation, and when a dedicated
CT table cannot be used.

To operate the CT system, 1t 1s necessary to supply the
sliding gantry with power and to transier data (in particular
image data acquired 1 a scan) as well as control signals
between the gantry and the control and evaluation computer.
In a liquid-cooled CT system, it 1s also necessary for a liquid
coolant to be supplied to the gantry and discharged from 1t
again.

In a conventional design, all conduits (for power, data
and/or coolant) are directed from the gantry via a cable col-
umn 1nto a component known as a ceiling module. The ceiling,
module 1s an (oblong) housing arranged near the celling (of an
operating room, for example). This housing 1s arranged
approximately parallel to the travel direction of the gantry. In
the following, a device designated as a “power routing chain”™
1s accommodated inside the housing.

Such a known power routing chain 1s a flexible module that
directs and protects a conduit accommodated therein, and the
power routing chain establishes a connection between the
stationary supply source an a connection point with the gan-
try, whose location varies.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the invention 1s to improve an 1imaging device
with a sliding gantry with regard to data, power and coolant

supply.
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The imaging device according to the invention has a gantry
that can be moved along the floor, as well as a supply unit. The
supply unit has a transfer arrangement that transfers power
and/or data and/or coolant between a stationary supply source
and the sliding gantry. According to the invention, the supply
unit 1s arranged in the region of the floor (1n a preferred
embodiment, 1n proximity to a travel region of the gantry).

“In the region of the floor” means that the supply unit 1s on
the tloor, but preferably is integrated, wholly or 1n part, into
the tloor. To avoid tripping at a bump that might be produced
by the presence of the supply unit, the supply unit 1s prefer-
ably countersunk into the tloor such that it terminates flush
with the level of the floor.

In comparison to conventional imaging devices, the cable
guide to the cover module that 1s described 1n the following,
as well as the cover assembly 1tself, 1s forgone due to the
arrangement of the supply unit 1n the tloor, or at least near the
floor. The 1imaging device according to the mvention 1s char-
acterized by a particularly compact structural shape of 1ts
components that are visible 1n the room. In addition to this,
due to the omission of the cable column the gantry of the
imaging device advantageously resembles an immobile gan-
try, which can, less an anxiety on the part of the patient. Since
the cable column can be omitted according to the mvention,
collision problems with other modules that are possibly
installed 1in the region of the column, such as ventilation
systems, lamps, monitors etc., are precluded.

According to the invention, the supply umit can include at
least one power supply unit and/or data supply unmit for wire-
less transter. However, the supply advantageously takes place
via wires, with a power line and/or a data line and/or a coolant
line being provided as a conduat.

The term “conduit” encompasses an electrical conduit such
as an electrical cable (an electrical line) as well as a fluid
conduit (1n particular 1n the form of a hose).

In a preferred embodiment, the supply unit for hardwired
supply of the gantry includes a power routing chain that 1s
preferably produced from a stable plastic.

The power routing chain 1s essentially formed by a flexible,
oblong hollow body to accommodate at least one conduit. A
hollow body means an essentially hose-like body enclosing a
free space, the wall of which body can either be of closed
design or of interrupted design. In particular, the wall of the
hollow body can optionally be opened along a longitudinal
side (for msertion of the conduit) or be open 1n 1ts original
state.

In the installed state, a first longitudinal end of the power
routing chain 1s associated with the supply source while a
second longitudinal end of the power routing chain 1s associ-
ated with the gantry. In other words: a conduit accommodated
by the power routing chain 1s connected at a first end with the
supply source (so as to conduct electricity or a fluid) while the
second end 1s connected with a connection point of the gantry
(so as to conduct electricity or fluid).

In a preferred embodiment, multiple conduits are accom-
modated 1n the power routing chain, in particular in parallel or
stranded with one another, for instance.

In an embodiment that 1s preferred 1n terms of servicing,
the supply unit has a guide channel to accommodate the
power routing chain, which 1s advantageously covered with a
removable cover plate. The cover plate produces a tight seal
with the surrounding floor. Additionally or alternatively, the
guide channel 1s sealed at least 1n part with a cover (at a top
side of the guide channel), which has a variable surface extent
according to a travel movement of the gantry.
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In a particularly compact embodiment, the supply unit 1s
integrated into a rail directed 1n the floor which serves for
movement of the gantry.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The single FIGURE schematically 1llustrates a computed
tomography system 1n accordance with the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PR
EMBODIMENTS

L1

FERRED

The single FIGURE shows a computed tomography sys-
tem (CT system) 1 serving as a medical image acquisition
device. The CT system 1 serves to acquire slice images of a
patient (not shown).

The CT system 1 has a computed tomography data acqui-
sition unit essentially formed by a gantry 2.

The gantry has in a known manner, a housing 3 that sur-
rounds rotatable assembly and that 1s penetrated by a tunnel
opening 4.

The assembly (not shown) arranged inside the gantry 2
includes an annular mount (also designated as a rotating
collar or ring) on which an x-ray source and an essentially
radially opposite-ray detector are mounted. The x-ray detec-
tor detects a fan beam emanating from the x-ray source.

The gantry 2 1s a movable (“sliding™) gantry 2. For this
purpose, the gantry 2 1s designed so as to be capable of
reversibly sliding in the arrow directions 7 on rails 6 that are
attached to the floor 5 so as to be stationary.

In addition, the CT system 1 has a patient table 10 to
support the patient. The patient table 10 has a base 11 attached
s0 as to be stationary to the floor 5, on which base 11 a patient
bed 12 1s mounted so as to be capable of sliding. The patient
table 10 1s thereby positioned with regard to the gantry 2 so
that the patient bed 12 protrudes into the tunnel opening 4 for
image acquisition purposes when the gantry 2 1s driven for-
ward on the rails 6 as shown in the FIGURE (thus in the
direction of the patient table 10).

The CT system 1 furthermore has a supply unit 20 with
which the sliding gantry 2 1s connected via wires to a station-
ary supply source 21 (shown only as an example).

The supply unit 20 has an oblong guide channel 22 that 1s
recessed 1nto the floor 5 1n parallel with the travel direction of
the gantry 2, for instance.

With the exception of a slot 23, the guide channel 22 1s
sealed with a cover plate 24 terminating flush with the sur-
rounding floor 5. A connection finger 25 of the gantry 2
protrudes from above through the slot 23 into the guide chan-
nel 22. The slot 23 1s sealed on both sides of the connection
finger 25 with a telescoping cover 26 (made of stainless steel,
for example) that adapts to the travel movement of the gantry
2.

A known, flexible power routing chain 30 1s directed 1n the
guide channel 22. The power routing chain 30 1s produced
essentially from a number of individual plastic elements 31
that move counter to one another, wherein each element 31
being essentially formed by a tube segment that 1s approxi-
mately rectangular in cross section. In the FIGURE, an ele-
ment 31 1s shown as an example. Overall, the power routing
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chain 30 encloses a free space 32 1n which multiple conduits
33 are accommodated parallel to one another.

The conduits 33 here are a data line (executed as a coaxial
cable, Fthernet cable or optical glass fiber), a power line
(executed as an 1nsulated copper line) and a coolant line (that,
as an example, 1s executed as a plastic hose) to convey a

(liquid or gaseous) coolant.
According to the FIGURE, a fixed end 40 of the power

routing chain 30 i1s associated with the supply source 21
(meaning that the conduits 33 are connected at this point to
respective, associated connection points of the supply source
21), while a free end 42 of the power routing chain 30 1is
associated with the connection finger 235 of the gantry 2. The
conduits 33 are connected with respective associated connec-
tion point of the connection finger 25 at the region of the free

end 42.

The power routing chain 30 1s designed to feed the conduits
33 to the gantry 2 with protection and strain relief, both at a
first end position of the gantry 2 (in which the gantry 2 1s
located approximately at the rear end 45 of the rails 6) and at
a second end position of the gantry 2 (at the forward end 46 of
the rails 6, and all points therebetween).

Although modifications and changes may be suggested by
those skilled 1n the art, 1t 1s the intention of the inventors to
embody within the patent warranted hereon all changes and
modifications as reasonably and properly come within the
scope of their contribution to the art.

We claim as our invention:

1. An imaging device comprising:

an 1mage data acquisition unit, comprising a gantry;

a pair of rails mstalled on a floor of an installation room,

with said gantry being linearly movable along said rails;

a supply unit comprising a routing chain that transfers at

least one of power, data and a coolant between a station-
ary supply source and said gantry;

said supply unit comprising a guide channel 1n said floor

proceeding parallel to said rails, and a routing chain 1n
said guide channel, said routing chain comprising a flex-
ible, oblong hollow routing chain body containing at
least one conduit therein for hardwired supply of power
to said gantry, said routing chain body comprising a first
longitudinal end connected to said supply source and a
second longitudinal end; and

said supply unit comprising an opening 1n said tloor allow-

ing access 1nto said channel, and said gantry comprising
a connector that proceeds from said gantry through said
opening and 1s connected to said second longitudinal
end of said routing chain body in said channel, said
connector moving along said opening as said gantry
moves on said rails.

2. An 1imaging device as claimed 1n claim 1 wherein said
routing chain comprises a plurality of conduits 1n said routing
chain body.

3. An imaging device as claimed in claim 1 comprising a
cover that at least partially covers said guide channel, said
cover being adjustable to correspond to movement of said
gantry along said guide channel.

4. An 1imaging device as claimed 1n claim 1 wherein said
conduit1s configured to transter a supply commodity selected
from the group consisting of power, data and coolant.
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