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(57) ABSTRACT

A system and method are provided for phase recovery of a
signal recerved by a receiver having digital equalization. A
sample acquisition umt periodically acquires a plurality of 1
and Q samples of the recerved signal. The sample acquisition
unit includes a delay portion to enable selective mutual com-
parisons between a current I sample IDO, a first preceding I
samples ID1, and a second preceding I sample ID2. A transi-
tion detection unit generates at least one transition detect
signal responsive to the ID1, ID0, and Q samples. The tran-
sition detect signal indicates a logic state transition in the
received signal between the ID1 and IDO0 samples. A transi-
tion filtering unit generates an equalization detect signal
indicative of excessive equalizing correction of the recerved
signal at the IDO sample, and selectively passes 1n response
the transition detect signal as a timing output signal.
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1

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PHASE
RECOVERY WITH SELECTIVE MITIGATION
OF TIMING CORRUPTION DUE TO DIGITAL

RECEIVER EQUALIZATION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The subject system and method are generally directed to an
optimized timing recovery system for a receiver which
employs digital receiver equalization to guard against the
cifects of intersymbol intertference (ISI). More specifically,
the subject system and method are directed to carrying out
accurate phase recovery for such systems, and doing so 1n a
manner which adaptively mitigates the potential corrupting,
clfects of the digital receiver equalization thereon.

In various digital systems, signals are generally transmitted
from a transmitter to a receiver through a transmission chan-
nel established therebetween. The channel may be any suit-
able medium which links the transmitter to the receiver, and
may be established 1n wired or wireless manner. Depending,
on the particular application, the channel may be quite lossy,
especially at high data transmission speeds (for example, on
the order of 8 Gigabits/second or even higher). The transmis-
s10on losses due to interference, attenuation, delay, and the like
in the channel may have considerable detrimental effect on
the transmaitted signal by the time 1t reaches the recerver. In
digital systems, such channel transmission effects cause sui-
ficient amplitude and phase distortion to cause intersymbol
intertference (ISI) in the signal recerved at the receiver. That s,
a pulse or other symbol representing the logic state of one data
bit may be effectively ‘smeared’ to the degree that 1t contrib-
utes to the content of one or more succeeding bits. ISI gener-
ally includes the distortion of succeeding bits (called post-
cursor ISI) and preceding bits (called pre-cursor ISI).

To guard against such detrimental effects, in particular
post-cursor ISI, recerver systems heretofore known employ
such digital receiver equalization measures as decision feed-
back equalization (DFE) to correct the recetved data by adap-
tive scaling. In digital recerver systems, however, some form
of timing recovery, such as in clock and data recovery (CDR)
blocks, 1s typically performed. An unintended consequence
of digital equalization 1s that the corrective scaling may in
certain 1instances corrupt phase detection during timing
recovery. The greater the required equalization correction, the
greater the likelthood of corrupting phase detection.

Approaches have been taken 1n the art to minimize the
detrimental effect of DFE on timing recovery. These include
the following:

Designing the recerver with sufficiently complex front end
hardware that the required equalization corrections are
minimized 1n degree;

Employing baud rate timing recovery that ineificiently
avolds the use of timing information at the edges of
received symbols; and,

Using a separate, dedicated clock path for frequency recov-
ery followed by a phase interpolator to adjust phase,
such that phase interpolators are employed 1n both clock
recovery (frequency lock) and the phase lock paths. But
cach approach has notable drawbacks which limits 1ts
use in many applications, prohibitively so 1n some appli-
cations.

There 1s therefore a need for a timing recovery system for

a recerver employing digital equalization which mitigates
potential timing corruption due to that digital equalization of
the recerved signal. There 1s a need for such timing recovery
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2

system wherein the potential corruption i1s selectively muti-
gated on an as needed basis for system simplicity and

CCOIOIIY.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the present invention to provide a system
and method for selectively mitigating timing corruption 1n
timing recovery due to digital receiver equalization.

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
system and method for simply and efliciently carries out
phase recovery with selective mitigation of timing corruption
due to digital receiver equalization.

These and other objects are attained 1n a system for phase
recovery ol a signal received by a recetver having digital
equalization comprises a sample acquisition unit periodically
acquiring over a series of predetermined unit intervals (Ul) a
plurality of mn-phase (I) and quadrature (QQ) samples of the
received signal, where each QQ sample 1s disposed between
consecutive I samples. The sample acquisition unit includes a
delay portion for selective mutual comparisons between a
current I sample 1DO, a first preceding 1 sample ID1, and a
second preceding I sample 1D2, wherein the 1DO, ID1, 1D2
samples are offset from one another by at least one Ul A
transition detection unit 1s coupled to the sample acquisition
umt, which transition detection unit generates at least one
transition detect signal responsive to the ID1 and ID0 samples
and the QQ sample disposed therebetween. The transition
detect signal 1s indicative of a logic state transition in the
received signal between the ID1 and IDO0 samples. A transi-
tion filtering unit 1s coupled to the sample acquisition and
transition detection umits, and operates to generate an equal-
ization detect signal indicative of excessive equalizing cor-
rection of the received signal at the IDO0 sample. The transition
filtering unit actuates responsive to the equalization detect
signal to selectively pass the transition detect signal to an
output node, whereby potential corruption in the transition
detect signal due to excessive equalization correction of the
received signal at the IDO0 sample 1s selectively mitigated.

A method realized 1n accordance with the present invention
provides for phase recovery of a signal received by a recerver
having digital equalization. The method comprises periodi-
cally acquiring over a series of predetermined UI’s a plurality
of I and Q samples of the received signal, each Q sample being
disposed between consecutive I samples. The method further
comprises selectively delaying the acquired 1 samples for
mutual comparisons between a current I sample IDO, a first
preceding I sample ID1, and a second preceding I sample I1D2,
wherein the 1DO0, ID1, ID2 samples are offset from one
another by at least one Ul. A transition detection unit 1s
established which executes to generate at least one transition
detect signal responsive to the ID1 and IDO samples and the
sample disposed therebetween, the transition detect signal
being indicative of a logic state transition in the receirved
signal between the ID1 and ID0 samples. A transition filtering,
unmt coupled to the transition detection unit 1s established,
which executes to generate an equalization detect signal
indicative of excessive equalizing correction of the recerved
signal at the IDO sample. The transition filtering umt 1s
executed responsive to the equalization detect signal to selec-
tively pass the transition detect signal to an output node.
Potential corruption in the transition detect signal due to
excessive equalization correction of the received signal at the
IDO0 sample 1s thereby selectively mitigated.

A system formed in accordance with certain embodiments
of the present ivention provides for phase detection during
timing recovery for signals received by a receiver having
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decision feedback equalization. The system comprises a
sample acquisition unit periodically acquiring over a series of
predetermined UI’s a plurality of I and Q samples of the
received signal, each Q sample being disposed between con-
secutive I samples. The sample acquisition unit includes a
delay portion for selective mutual comparisons of a current I
sample IDO, a first preceding 1 sample ID1, and a second
preceding I sample ID2 one I sample with respect to at least
one other, wherein the IDO0, ID1, ID2 samples are offset from
one another by at least one UI. A transition detection unit 1s
coupled to the sample acquisition unit, which generates at
least first and second transition detect signals responsive to
the ID1 and IDO0 samples and the Q sample disposed therebe-
tween. The first and second transition detect signals are
respectively indicative of early and late arrivals of the logic
state transition 1n the recerved signal at the Q sample between
the ID1 and ID0 samples. A transition filtering unit 1s coupled
to the sample acquisition and transition detection units, which
transition filtering unit acquires a pattern of logic state tran-
sitions between respective pairs of the 1D2, ID1, and 1DO
samples to generate responsive thereto an equalization detect
signal indicative of excessive equalizing correction of the
received signal at the IDO sample. Such transition filtering,
unit actuates responsive to the equalization detect signal to
selectively set a timing output signal to one of the first and
second transition detect signals. Accordingly, potential cor-
ruption 1n the transition detect signal due to excessive equal-
1zation correction of the received signal at the IDO sample 1s
selectively mitigated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram schematically illustrating an
example of a recerver in which a system formed 1n accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention may
be 1ncorporated;

FIGS. 2A-2B are comparative timing diagrams schemati-
cally 1llustrating the juxtaposition of received signal samples,
showing the relative timing of feedback equalization correc-
tion taps;

FIGS. 3A-3B are comparative eye diagrams of a signal
segment 1llustrating the etfect on signal traces of differently
delayed equalization corrections;

FIGS. 4A-4B are comparative wavelorms illustrating the
cifects of late and early sampling phase on the amount of
pre-cursor ISI introduced 1nto signal samples;

FIG. 5 1s a simplified schematic diagram 1llustrating a
phase detector circuit formed in accordance with one exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 1s a sample truth table 1llustrating the pattern filter-
ing operation carried out by the exemplary embodiment of
FIG. §;

FI1G. 7 1s a block diagram schematically 1llustrating a por-
tion of a recerver employing one example of a loop unrolled
DFE;

FIGS. 8A-8D are illustrative graphic plots for certain
parameters obtained from simulation runs on a conventional
recerver using 4 Ul DFE delay;

FIGS. 9A-9E are illustrative graphic plots for certain
parameters obtained from simulation runs on a conventional
recetver using ¥ Ul DFE delay;

FIGS. 10A-10E are illustrative graphic plots for certain
parameters obtained from simulation runs on a recerver 1mcor-
porating the exemplary phase detector embodiment illus-
trated in FI1G. 5, configured to use V4 Ul DFE delay;

FIG. 11 1s a comparative side-by-side presentation of I
sample diagrams of FIGS. 8D, 9D, and 10D;
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FIGS. 12A-12B are a table and graphic plot of comparative
measurements for certain parameters, obtained from labora-

tory tests on a conventional recerver and on a receiver 1cor-
porating the exemplary phase detector embodiment illus-
trated 1n FIG. 5, each configured to use V4 Ul DFE delay; and,

FIGS. 13A-13B are comparative eye plots obtained from
laboratory tests on a conventional recetver and on a recerver

incorporating the exemplary phase detector embodiment
illustrated 1n FI1G. §, each configured to use ¥4 Ul DFE delay.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The subject system and method generally serve to preserve
the accuracy of timing recovery in a digital receiver system
that receives signals transmitted from a driver or other trans-
mitting source through a given channel. The receiver may be
of any type or configuration known 1n the art, which employs
digital equalization measures to counteract detrimental
elfects like ISI encountered during transmission through a
non-ideal channel. One of numerous examples of receiver
systems 1n which the subject system and method may be
implemented 1s shown in FIG. 1.

As shown, the receiver 1 in this illustrative example 1s
linked to a transmitter 3 via a communications channel 35 of
any suitable type and medium known 1n the art. The recetver
1 includes an analog front end 10 which receives the trans-
mitted signals passed by the channel 5. A sampler 12 samples
and quantizes the mncoming received signal according to the
particular requirements of the given application to generate
in-phase (I) and quadrature (QQ) samples over a series of
predetermined umt intervals (UI), with each (Q sample being
disposed between consecutive 1 samples preferably offset
from each by %2 UI. The sampler 12 feeds the sampled and
quantized data back to the analog front end 10 for DFE
correction, as described in following paragraphs (as will
become apparent 1n following paragraphs for the example
shown, only the taps that are not loop unrolled are subject to
this feed back to the analog front end). The Digital equaliza-
tion control scales this data and then 1t 1s added back to the
received signal. This would be an example of a non-loop
unrolled implementation. A desenalizer 14 receives the quan-
tized samples and formulates the required multi-bit I and Q)
data as needed. A digital recerver equalization control 16
carries out predetermined control processing for the equal-
ization utilized by the recerver based on data recerved from
the deserializer 14, and feeds back various equalization infor-
mation to the analog front end 10 for corrective incorporation.
A dagital clock recovery block 18 carries out clock and data
timing recovery ifrom I and Q data recerved from the deseri-
alizer 14, and feeds the detected phase information to the
analog front end 10 to effect timing convergence.

Various digital equalization schemes are known 1n the art.
In the receiver example illustrated, a multi-tap DFE 1s
employed. As a feedback equalizer, a DFE generally makes a
logic 1-or-0 decision on sampled data. The decision 1s scaled
and delayed and then fed back to the recerver front end, where
it 1s added back 1nto the recerved data. So the DFE establishes
a feedback loop where the decision made 1n that loop. A
notable advantage of a DFE 1s that since a decision 1s made on
the data—either a logic one or a logic zero—the DFE effec-
tively provides for substantially noiseless operation. ISI in the
channel may be corrected for without introducing noise in the
Process.

A DFE may have multiple feedback taps, each of which
carries a corrective weight dertved based on a given sample of
the received signal for application to subsequent samples.
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Depending on the DFE delay (such as 14 Ul 34 Ul), the first
and most significant tap feeds back to correct the immediately
following I sample and either 1ts leading edge (early) Q
sample, or 1ts trailing edge (late) Q sample. Additional, less
significant taps, may be fed back to respectively correct addi-
tional samples following thereatter. A DFE corrective weight
1s based on a DFE decision for the given sample—whether 1t
was a one or a zero—so as to effectively model the channel
interference content of the sample, and correct for what that
channel interference does.

FIGS. 2A-2B comparatively show timing diagrams sche-
matically illustrating a series of I and Q samples taken of an
incoming recerved signal 1n two different cases. In the case of
FIG. 2A, the iming diagram reflects the use of a 3-tap DFE
whose tap 1 corrections are started atter a 4 Ul delay. In the
case of FIG. 2B, the timing diagram reflects the use of the
same 3-tap DFE whose tap 1 corrections are started after a 34
Ul delay. The Ul in each timing diagram represents the width
of one data bit. Consecutive I samples 1n each timing diagram
are labeled for the purposes of illustration 1D0-1D3, and the
intervening Q samples are labeled Q0-Q3. Q samples are
disposed at the expected leading and trailing edges of a given
I sample, and are taken at sampling times offset by 2 Ul from
the sampling times of that I sample.

If a logic state transition occurs between consecutive I
samples, the voltage levels 1n those I samples will be suili-
ciently different to represent opposite logic states. The inter-
vening Q sample will reflect an intermediate voltage level.
This intermediate voltage level may be on one side or the
other of a cutoll between logic-high and logic-low voltage
levels depending on the extent of delay encountered by the
signal 1n traversing the channel. 11 the transition arrives late,
the Q sample’s intermediate voltage level will still be on the
same side of the logic level cutodl as the preceding I sample.
If the transition arrives early, the Q sample’s intermediate
voltage level will have moved to the other side of the logic
level cutoil and therefore be on the same side as the succeed-
ing I sample. Theoretically, the transition may arrive pre-
cisely on time and thereby land exactly at the logic level
cutoil voltage. In actual implementation, however, the circuit
and system components employed are normally such that a
timing determination 1s made for each transition that neces-
sarily places 1t on one side or the other of the logic level cutodtl.

FIGS. 2A-2B schematically 1llustrate the situation where
the IDO sample 1s considered by the given DFE. The DFE
makes a logic level decision on the IDO sample, then executes
suitable processing (to carry out a least means square (LMS)
algorithm) to determine the polarity and magnitude of the
requisite DFE tap weights for corrective feedback. In FIG.
2A, the tap 1 correction, normally the most significant cor-
rection, 1s applied starting from % UTI after the IDO0 sample 1s
taken. The tap 1 correction 1s begun ‘early’ and thereby
applied to the immediately following ID1 sample and 1ts
leading edge QQ sample for removal of ISI effects theretfrom.
The less significant tap 2 and 3 corrections are applied as
shown to further succeeding samples.

In FIG. 2B, the tap 1 correction 1s applied starting from 34
Ul after the IDO sample 1s taken. The tap 1 correction 1s begun
‘late’ 1n this case and thereby applied to the immediately
following ID1 sample and 1ts trailing edge Q2 sample for
removal ol ISI effects therefrom. The immediately following,
Q1 sample i1s bypassed by the ID0 sample-derived correction.
Again, the less significant tap 2 and 3 corrections are applied
as shown to further succeeding samples.

The V4 and %4 Ul delays for the ‘early’ and ‘late’ DFE
corrections are but illustrative examples. For ‘early” DFE
correction of similar impact on the immediately following Q1
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and ID1 samples the delay must generally be less than 14 UI.
For ‘late’ DFE correction of the I sample and later-occurring
Q sample, the delay must generally be between %2 and one UI.

Where the use of both the ‘early’ or ‘late’ DFE corrections
1s permissible, the choice of which generally will not directly
impact results significantly, 1f at all, 1n terms of ISI correction
(although the early/late choice may have certain significant
indirect effect on ISI as described 1n following paragraphs).
But the choice will directly impact timing recovery. If a ‘late’
DFE correction is used, the sampling phase tends to be later in

[

time than if an ‘early” DFE correction were used. A DFE,
moreover, considers a sample and corrects for ISI 1n a sample
occurring later in time, 1t corrects only for so-called post-
cursor ISI. That 1s, a DFE corrects for ISI content in the
received signal going forward from the reference signal
sample (cursor) on which particular DFE tap weights were
derived. It does not correct for pre-cursor ISI content which
occurred 1n the signal prior to the reference signal sample, or
CUrsor.

Use of the ‘early’ DFE correction approach 1s preferable
for timing recovery purposes, and FIGS. 4A-4B help to sche-
matically illustrate why. The curve 1n each FIG. reflects the
ISI content in the received signal. FIG. 4A graphically 1llus-
trates a ‘late’ sampling phase example where the cursor
sample 40a of the recerved signal 1s taken at a certain point 1n
time, and its pre-cursor and post-cursor samples 42a, 44a are
accordingly offset in time therefrom. FIG. 4B comparatively
illustrates an ‘early’ sampling phase example, where corre-
sponding samples 4056, 42b, 44b are shown shifted in time
along the curve. As shown, the pre-cursor sample 42a taken
with late sampling phase captures more ISI content than the
pre-cursor sample 425 taken with earlier sampling phase.
Using a 4 UI DFE delay to correct the earlier of the following
Q sample consequently tends to reduce this uncorrected pre-
cursor ISI. This leads to a better, more open eye diagram for
the corrected signal samples.

The eye diagrams of FIGS. 3A-3B are mstructive 1n this
regard. Each eye diagram 1s formed by a repetitively sampled
set of captured timing curves for a segment of the received
signal. In this example, the received signal 1s of differential
signal type, and the ‘eye opening’ 1s defined by the voltage
separation between the signal’s complementary signal com-
ponents.

These eye diagrams show the segments of signal traces
generated using the same simulated system, except that for
FIG. 3A a DFE was run with 4 Ul delay, while for FIG. 3B
the DFE was run with a 34 Ul delay. The eye diagram 1n the
case of FIG. 3B shows considerably greater closure of the eye
than in FIG. 3A, though the applied DFE corrections may not
be as drastic as 1mn FIG. 3A. It 1s apparent that while phase
information may be more stable with this DFE correction of
the late Q sample as shown in FIG. 3B, it 1s less reliable than
with early Q sample DFE correction as shown in FIG. 3A.

As noted, timing recovery may be atiected quite detrimen-
tally by the occurrence of excessive DFE or other equaliza-
tion correction on a signal sample where an edge, or logic
state transition, 1s detected. Typically, a logic high state 1s
represented by a positive voltage level, and a logic low state 1s
represented by a negative voltage level (suchas +1V and -1V
in a system application utilizing differential signals, for
example). Where a zero-crossing transitional edge 1is
sampled, and that transitional edge reflects a DFE correction,
there 1s ambiguity as to whether that zero-crossing was actu-
ally due to proper signal content or due instead to the DFE
correction applied thereon. The ambiguity 1s heightened to
prohibitive extent where the DFE correction approaches or
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even exceeds one half of the voltage range high and low logic
states (see annotated traces 1n FIG. 3A).

In accordance with certain aspects of the present invention,
distortions in phase due to such equalization corrections caus-
ing artificial transitional edges 1s effectively filtered out. That
1s, an otherwise positive detection of a transition/edge occur-
ring between signal samples 1s suppressed 1f the detected
transition relates to a signal sample found to have been sub-
jected to equalization correction from the DFE. A graphic
example of this 1s 1llustrated in FIG. 3A, which shows an eye
diagram for a segment of the recerved signal plotted to extend
across 64 time increments. In this example, the Ul 1s set at 32
time increments 1n length (or 32 sampling increments for this
diagram), and the signal 1s subjected to a DFE applied with V4
Ul delay. I samples are taken at times —32, 0, 32, and corre-
sponding () samples are taken at times —16 and 16 to vield
numerous traces, including a graphically annotated DFE cor-
rected trace 30 delineating a logic 010 pattern, another DFE
corrected trace 32 delineating a logic 011 pattern, and an
uncorrected trace 34 delineating a logic 110 pattern.

The mid I sample (at time 0) of each DFE corrected trace
30, 32 1s preceded by a transition from the preceding I sample
(at time —32). This contributes largely to a subsequent DFE
correction at time 8 (delayed %4 UI from time 0) which 1is
excessive. The correction spans nearly half the peak-peak
range between high and low state voltages. In the case of trace
32, the correction 1s inelfectual because 1t does not cause
enough drop 1n amplitude to cause a zero-crossing (though 1t
comes close). Hence, there 1s no transition and therefore no
positive transition detection. But in the case of trace 30, the
equalization correction does cause enough drop 1n amplitude
to generate a zero-crossing transition. If not for this correc-
tion-induced discontinuity, the further progression of the sig-
nal clearly would not have caused such zero-crossing within
the window shown. In other words, the DFE applies an exces-
stve large tap(s) to the signal sampled at times 16 (Q sample)
and 32 (I sample) that the transition to that I sample at time 32
1s artificial, and reflects corrupted timing information. The
subject system and method discards such corrupt informa-

tion, selectively suppressing its use for phase detection.

The edge produced by trace 30 1s solely due to the timing of
he DFE correction and has nothing to do with the timing of

{
the incoming signal. The DFE correction 1s set in timing by
the recovered clock that the CDR controls. With a 4 Ul delay,
the edge occurs early. The early edge tends to drive the recov-
ered clock earlier which in turn tends to moves the edge to
occur earlier. If a constant 1010 pattern were to be recerved
with a large amount of DFE correction, timing recovery
would fail.

Preferably, any DFE correction applied to a signal sample
at which a logic state transition may be detected 1s presumed
to have been excessive enough to cause an errant transition in
one exemplary embodiment (such as described in following
paragraphs). This 1s a ssmplified approach which effectively
carries out pattern filtering on the observed pattern of logic
state transitions between respective pairs of preceding and
current I samples. Where the pattern indicates consecutive
transitions, the currently detected transition 1s presumed to be
corrupted for timing purposes by an equalization correction
and accordingly discarded.

There may be legitimate transitions in data occurring at
those signal samples where a DFE correction 1s applied, the
occurrence of which transitions may not have been altered or
obscured materially by the DFE correction. Suitable mea-
sures may be provided 1n certain alternate embodiments to
ensure that the transition detections in those cases are not

suppressed. For example, the degree of equalization correc-
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tion applied may be subjected to a suitable thresholding check
to permit the use of the transition detection information in
where the equalization correction 1s not deemed excessive.
This may replace or supplement the logic state pattern filter-
ing employed 1n the exemplary embodiment disclosed.

In many applications, however, the effect (of discarding
some uncorrupted transition detections along with corrupted
transitions) on overall gain of a given phase detection system
1s not significant enough to justify the added cost and com-
plexity of such optimization. Also, other readily known fac-
tors 1n particular applications—ifactors such as general chan-
nel quality, the amount of equalization correction typically
applied during receiver operation, and the like—will provide
reliable indication of whether the simplification of the pattern
filtering approach 1s a justifiable tradeoil.

The pattern filtering does not have a large effect on phase
detector gain 1n certain systems for the reason that most
CDR’s operate on several timing samples at a time, each at a
rate lower than the effective sample rate. For example one
may operate on 4 samples/UI at a V4 rate. Typically, the set of
carly/late samples 1s reduced to a single early/late sample by
majority vote where the set 1s considered early 11 the number
of early samples exceeds the number of late samples. In this
case, 1f some of the early samples were discarded with pattern
filtering, then 1t would be only slightly less likely to contain
uselul timing mnformation than in the case where all up/down
signals are used (1t 1s only slightly less likely that a set of 4
up/down signals contains no timing information compared to
the case of all up/down signals being used).

FIG. 5 illustrates 1n simplified schematic form a phase
detector 50 formed in accordance with one exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. Preferably, phase
detector 50 may be suitably configured to selectively disable
the pattern filtering function when necessary. While not
shown 1n FIG. 5, phase detector 50 may be reconfigured, for
example, to include a multiplexing device at the output of the
equalization detection portion 560 (described 1n following
paragraphs), with at least two 1inputs and a control signal. One
input may be fed by the portion 560, while the other input may
betied to apreset logic level (such as ahigh logic level). When
the control signal selects the logic high input, the pattern filter
would be disabled. Accordingly, during modes of operation
where the DFE 1s disabled, the pattern filtering functions may
then be disabled as well. Such disabling control may also be
used 1n conjunction with a mechanism that automatlcally
disables pattern filtering when the DFE tap 1 correction 1s
determined to be sufliciently small. It would also be useful
during test modes where a fixed 1010 . . . pattern 1s to be used.

Turming more closely to FIG. 5, the phase detector 50
shown 1s but one example of numerous embodiments by
which the present invention may be implemented. Phase
detector 50 1s preferably formed as part of a recerver’s timing
recovery measures, such as illustrated by the digital clock
recovery block 18 of the recerver 1 1n FIG. 1. Timing recovery
involves among other things the detection of signal transi-
tions, so that the recerved signal’s phase information may be
recovered. In accordance with certain aspects of the present
invention, phase detector 50 operates to make such transition
detections from the I and Q samples of the received signal,
preferably with additional indication as to whether the tran-
sition was early or late in arrival at the corresponding
sample time.

Phase detector 30 carries out a check of the transition
detection for possible corruption due to excessive equaliza-
tion correction. In this i1llustrative embodiment, phase detec-
tor 530 1s configured to do this via pattern filtering which
determines 11 the currently detected transition in logic state
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was immediately preceded by another transition in logic state.
If so, the currently detected transition information 1s deemed
to have been corrupted and accordingly discarded. The phase
detection process thereby suppresses new timing information
for the given sample, and takes suitable measures depending
on the particular requirements of the intended application to
allow the process to carry on (such as relying on timing
information stored 1n memory to ‘coast’ through the momen-
tary void in newly acquired timing information).

Phase detector 50 includes 1n this embodiment a sample
acquisition umt 32 that periodically recerves I and Q samples
of the recerved signal from a deserializer or other suitable
portion of the receiver. Assuming the use of ‘early” DFE
correction, the Q sample 1s preferably taken to cover the
leading edge of the currently recerved I sample. The sample
acquisition unit 52 includes one or more delay portions 520,
522 such that time-oifset samples of the recerved signal are
made available for selective mutual comparisons. At a certain
state of operation, for instance, 11 phase detector 50 receives a
current I sample IDO at its input node, the delay portion 520
would have delayed a first preceding I sample ID1 to now
appear at line 520a. The delay portion 522 would have addi-
tionally delayed an even earlier second preceding 1 sample
ID2 to now appear at line 522a.

Phase detector 50 also includes a transition detection unit
54 coupled to the sample acquisition unit 52, which receives
the ID1, IDO0 and QQ samples amongst its inputs. The transition
detection unit 54 preferably includes an early transition
detection portion 540 and a late transition detection portion
542, which respectively generate first and second transition
detect signals responsive to comparisons of the preceding ID1
and Q sample on the one hand, and of the preceding current
IDO and QQ sample on the other. Each of the early and late
transition detection portions 540, 542 1s preferably imple-
mented using an exclusive OR gate circuit as shown. The first
transition detect signal 1s then actively triggered on line 5404
only when the first preceding I sample ID1 and the current O
sample are different, indicating that the transition arrived
carly enough at the Q sample to have already changed 1ts
value to the other logic level value. Conversely, the second
transition detect signal 1s actively triggered on line 5424 only
when the current I sample IDO0 and the current Q sample (at its
leading edge) are different, indicating that the transition
arrived late enough at the Q sample that the Q sample value at
the time of 1ts sampling had still not changed (to the value
reflected at sample 1DO0).

Phase detector 50 additionally includes a transition filter-
ing unit 36 coupled to the sample acquisition and transition
detection units 52, 54. The transition filtering unit 56 1s pret-
erably formed 1n this embodiment with an equalization detec-
tion portion 560 and a filtering portion 362, 564 coupled
thereto. The equalization detection portion 560 1s preferably
implemented using an exclusive NOR gate circuit as shown
which generates an equalization detect signal on line 5604
responsive to comparison of the first and second preceding I
samples ID1 and ID2. This equalization detect signal 1s trig-
gered to suppress a transition detection made by the transition
detection unit 54 when the ID1 and ID2—so as to selectively
mitigate potential corruption in that transition detection—
only when the two preceding samples ID1 and ID2 are dii-
ferent to indicate a prior transition therebetween. Because the
equalization detection portion 560 1s configured to filter out
upon logic-AND'1ing with the early/late transition detect sig-
nals of lines 540a, 542a, 1t 1s provided as a normally high
signal which goes low when the triggering condition (of
differing ID1 and ID2 samples) 1s met. Again, the pattern of a
currently detected transition immediately following a prior
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transition 1s preferably, though not necessarily, taken as indi-
cation ol excessive, corruptive equalizing correction of the
received signal having occurred at the IDO sample.

The filtering portion of unit 56 1s preferably implemented
in this embodiment using a combination of AND gate circuits
562, 564 which recerve the equalization detect signal on line
560a along with the respective early and late transition detect
signals on lines 340a, 542a. The ecarly and late transition
detect signals when triggered high on lines 540a, 542a are
approprately passed by the respective AND gates 562, 564 to
the output lines 562a, 56da——so long as the output of exclu-
stve NOR gate 560 indicates a common logic state for the
preceding samples 1D1, ID2. The early and late transition
detect signals are blocked by the AND gates 562, 564 other-
wise (that 1s, when the preceding samples ID1, ID2 are dii-
ferent 1n logic state).

The various units and components forming phase detector
50 may be suitably implemented 1n hardware, software (by
programmable 1mplementation 1n computer readable
memory for execution 1n one or more computer processors),
or a combination of both. The choice of implementation will
depend on the particular requirements of the mntended appli-
cation, and any suitable measures known in the art may be
employed consistent with the disclosures herein.

The truth table shown 1n FIG. 6 illustrates one example of
the pattern filtering approach carried out by phase detector 50
to selectively/adaptively mitigating corruption in timing
information. In this example, the logic states of each preced-
ing I sample ID2, ID1, current I sample 1D0, and the early (or
leading edge) QQ sample of the current IDO sample are 1ndi-
cated by logic 0 or logic 1. The results of transition detection
made by a conventional phase detector and by phase detector
50 of FIG. § (*Corruption-Mitigated”) are comparatively
shown.

Among the different operational states shown, state 60
illustrates a situation where a transition i1s detected between
the current I sample 1DO (1) and 1ts first, immediately preced-
ing I sample ID1 (0). The Q sample (0) therebetween 1ndi-
cates that the transition 1s late, since the value at Q 1s the same
as that ol the preceding sample ID1. This 1s properly indicated
by the conventional phase detector as “-1.” Since the logic
values of the preceding samples ID2, ID1 indicate no prior
transition, the corruption-mitigated phase detector likewise
indicates the “—1"" detection of late transition. A similar situ-
ation 1s 1llustrated at state 62, except that the current sample
transition 1s detected early, as indicated “+1” by both the
conventional and corruption-mitigated phase detectors.

In contrast, at state 63, an early transition “+1”" 1s detected
by the conventional phase detector. But a prior transition did
occur between the preceding samples ID2, ID1. Conse-
quently, the corruption-mitigated phase detector 50 sup-
presses the current transition detection, indicating a detection
value o1 “0” as shown. The corruption-mitigated phase detec-
tor 50 similarly suppresses transition detections which would
otherwise be made at states 65, 67, 69, so as to mitigate
potential corruption due to excessive equalization correction
for the current I and (Q samples of the recerved signal.

As a practical matter, the 1dea of executing the processes
required to carry out the DFE correction and the corruption-
mitigated phase detection for accurate timing recovery, all
within the relatively short processing time available, 1s ques-
tionable. This 1s especially so, when a short DFE delay on the
order of 4 Ul 1s used. Indeed, 1t 1s not practicable 1n most
applications. With typical DFE implementations, there 1s not
enough time to sample the recerved signal, generate the DFE
tap weights, feed them back, and add them back in to the
recetver. Suitable measures are known 1n the art, however,
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such as the use of loop unrolling DFE, speculative DFE, or the
like. These approaches generally defer the decision of

whether a plus or minus correction 1s appropriate for a given
sample, and simply correct both ways. The approprate choice
of correction i1s determined later, when time 1s suificiently
available. That 1s sufficient in most cases to make the process-
ing required for the disclosed corruption-mitigated phase
detection tenable, even with the short turnaround timing
required by early DFE correction.

An example of a loop unrolling DFE 1n a recetver 1 such as
shown in FI1G. 1 1s1llustrated in FIG. 7. In this example, a DFE
tap 1 1s controlled by either the error at the center of the given
sample’s eye diagram (with the preferred amplitude-based
DFE algorithm), or the zero crossing (zero crossing-based
DFE algorithm). The LMS-based zero crossing algorithm
employed by the DFE correlates the error at the zero crossing
by the data sample occurring 1.5 Ul earlier. The LMS-based
amplitude algorithm correlates the error sample with the data
sample occurring 1 Ul earlier. DFE taps 2 and 3 use only the
amplitude algorithm, since the DFE feedback tap delay has
enough variability for the feedback to occur just to the right,
or just to the left, of the next zero crossing. This can cause
instability in the zero crossing algorithm on these taps. The
time constants for the tap weights are preferably set using an
update (mu) factor; and the range of the taps weights 1s
clipped at a maximum of half of the target signal amplitude
height.

In a representative example, tap 1 has a weight of 4 mV per
step, with +-31 steps. Taps 2 and 3 have a weight of 3 mV per
step, with +31 steps. The Error Sampler Threshold has an
adjustable range from ~150 mV to ~250 mV, 1n 8 mV steps,
and 1s adaptively controlled. The DFE and clock and data
recovery (CDR) blocks are separated digitally using a filter,
with negligible power or area penalty. This separation 1s by-
passable. An 8 Gb/s long-channel eye opening 1s found to
improve with the pattern filter of the phase detector 50 of FIG.
5 activated.

Test Results

The ellicacy of a receiver employing DFE which imple-
ments phase detector 50 in its phase recovery (with “new
phase detector”) 1s demonstrated by comparative simulation
runs made on that receiver, and on similar receivers with
conventional phase recovery (with “old phase detector™). The
simulation runs were made using a transmission channel with
32 dB attenuation at 4 the sample rate relative to the attenu-
ation at low frequency, and with the recerver employing a
conventional continuous time linear equalizer (CTLE) that
produces some equalization but yields a barely closed eye
diagram. In each run, a 1010 pattern 1,000 UI (bits) long was
transmitted to the receiver after every 100,000 Ul string of
random value transmissions. Various aspects of phase recov-
ery performance were then comparatively analyzed for the
following receiver configurations: (1) using /2 Ul DFE
delay with the old phase detector; (2) usmg 34 Ul DFE delay
with the old phase detector; and (3) using a ¥4 UI DFE delay
with the new phase detector.

FIGS. 8A-8D respectively illustrate for the first case (V4 Ul
DFE delay with the old phase detector) graphic plots obtained
from simulation runs, namely graphic plots of: the sampling
phase (UI vs. sample) the DFE tap 1-tap 5 corrections (tap
value vs. sample), the eye diagram at the output of the CTLE
(voltage vs. Ul), and the collected I sample values from the
eye diagram at the DFE output (voltage vs. sample). FIGS.
9A-9E 1llustrate similar graphic plots of the same parameters
tfor the second case (using 34 UI DFE delay with the old phase
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detector), with an additional plot of the eye diagram at the
output of the DFE, showing DFE correction transitions.
FIGS. 10A-10E 1illustrate similar graphic plots but for the
third case (using a 4 Ul DFE delay with the new phase
detector).

As FIGS. 8A-8D indicate, when an alternating 1010 pat-
tern 1s transmitted through the channel to a receiver using a %4
UI DFE delay with the old phase detector, 1ts CDR loses lock
and takes considerable time to recover. These long periods of
time during which the CDR 1s out of lock causes problems
with convergence of the DFE. The resulting signal-to-noise
ratio (SNR) may not be overly bad while the CDR 1s locked,
but the peak-peak noise 1s found to be unacceptable for most
applications.

Additional simulation runs on the same receiver configu-
ration with only random data (without alternating 1010 pat-
tern interjections), indicate similar problems with this chan-
nel. Thus, even with no alternating 1010 pattern deliberately
interjected, both the CTLE the CDR 1n this channel exhibit
problems tracking. Initially, the CDR converges. But the data
pattern transmitted during the simulation runs eventually
causes the CDR to cycle slip. Even while the CDR 1s con-
verged, the phase jitter 1s excessive and yields regions where
I samples are severely degraded. The SNR 1s not excessively
bad, however, since the average phase 1s correct.

FIGS. 9A-9E reveal that for a recetver configuration using,
%4 Ul DFE delay with the old phase detector, the CDR 1s
found to be relatively stable, but the sampling phase 1s wrong.
This degrades both the SNR and the height of the eye opening.

As FIGS. 10A-10F indicate for a recerver configured to use
a 4 Ul DFE delay with the new phase detector, the CDR
sampling phase remains substantially insensitive to the alter-
nating 1010 data pattern interjection in the transmitted data.
Nor 1s there undue phase shift or degradation found 1n the
SNR or eye opening height. The sampling phase 1s much
improved compared to a channel using a 34 Ul DFE delay,
even with the same phase detector.

Regarding the plots of the collected I sample values shown
in FIGS. 8D, 9D, and 10D, the plotted points are the values
repeatedly captured for the I sample (that 1s, at the center of
the eye diagram at the DFE output in the 1llustrated example).
The upper and lower horizontal legs indicate the high and low
levels of the samples repeatedly captured over time. The
separation of these legs from the zero level between them
provides a graphic indication of how well the sample values
are converging and how much error margin 1s maintained.
The farther away the legs are from zero, the more the corre-
sponding eye diagram has opened up. Since equalization 1s
adaptive the early samples are prone to much error, as 1ndi-
cated by the merging of legs there. As the system stabilizes,
sample values gradually converge to respective levels, and
depending on the efficacy of the DFE correction and phase
detection a distinct, preferably even growing, separation 1s
maintained between the legs.

FIG. 11 comparatively shows the corresponding I sample
diagrams for each of the three cases (1)-(3). The recerver
channel using the new phase detector exhibits significantly
reduced 1nteraction between the DFE and CDR, as indicated
by the legs” widening error margin and expanded eye opening
height, compared to the other cases.

Various enhancements may be incorporated in alternate
embodiments of the present invention to adequately address
certain situations. For example, pathological 1010 patterns
may occur over extensive time periods with a spread spectrum
input, such that the given phase detector would coast 1ts loop
filter. Extensive analyses of data patterns normally occurring

1n various data communications contexts reveal that the maxi-
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mum lengths of alternating 1010 patterns typically seen in
different applications tend to be much lower than the pattern
lengths needed to impair pattern filter operation with spread
spectrum. Only patterns specifically designed for such pur-
pose would tend to be consistently problematic.

With spread spectrum the frequency tends to drift, causing
the CDR to potentially lose lock. Preferable system enhance-
ments would therefore include such provisions as employing,
multiple phase detectors 1n the channel: a first phase detector
to filter out the good edges and a second phase detector to
select the bad edges corrupted by DFE transitions. The mul-
tiple phase detector outputs would be weighted and summed,
with the good edges being accorded greater weight. Addition-
ally, the DFE tap(s) would be examined 1n value to adaptively
select the phase detector to use based on the values. In such
embodiments, significant hysteresis would be needed on the
DFE threshold to prevent oscillations; and, selection would
only be done at startup.

Referring to FIGS. 12A-12B, results were measured for a
test setup using a 24 channel transmission medium, and no
transmit de-emphasis. The given receiver was tested for jitter
tolerance 1n comparative configurations, both with and with-
out the new phase detector (employing “new CDR™). FIG.
12A shows the measured sinusoidal jitter tolerance, for
example, to be 20% pp (peak-peak) in the new CDR case,
compared to 0% 1n the old CDR case. Comparative measure-
ments of the bit error rate (BER) are shown plotted for both
receiver configurations as so-called bathtub curves (BER vs.
UI) in FIG. 12B. These measurements were obtained with a
predefined receiver compliance test pattern transmitted to
both recetver configurations.

FIGS. 13A-13B comparatively show so-called eye plots
(error code vs. mcremental steps through one UI) of test
measurements taken for both recerver configurations using an
on-board eye plotter. F1G. 13 A shows for the old CDR case an
eye that 1s effectively closed, while FIG. 13B shows for the
new CDR case an eye that 1s open, exhibiting an eye height of
approximately 70mV peak-peak and an eye width of approxi-
mately 25 ps peak-peak (@ BER=1e-12).

Although this invention has been described in connection
with specific forms and embodiments thereof, 1t will be
appreciated that various modifications other than those dis-
cussed above may be resorted to without departing from the
spirit or scope of the mvention as defined in the appended
claims. For example, functionally equivalent elements or pro-
cesses may be substituted for those specifically shown and
described, certain features may be used independently of
other features, and 1n certain cases, particular locations of the
clements or processes may be reversed or interposed, all
without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as
defined in the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A system for phase recovery of a signal recerved by a
receiver having digital equalization comprising:

a sample acquisition umt periodically acquiring over a
series of predetermined unit intervals (UI) a plurality of
in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) samples of the received
signal, each Q sample being disposed between consecu-
tive I samples, said sample acquisition unit including a
delay portion for selective mutual comparisons between
a current I sample IDO, a first preceding I sample 1D1,
and a second preceding 1 sample 1D2, wherein the 1DO0,
ID1, ID2 samples are oifset from one another by at least
one Ul;

a transition detection unit coupled to said sample acquisi-
tion unit, said transition detection unit generating at least
one transition detect signal responsive to the ID1 and
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IDO samples and the Q sample disposed therebetween,
the transition detect signal being indicative of a logic
state transition 1n the received signal between the 1D1
and IDO0 samples; and,

a transition filtering umt coupled to said sample acquisition
and transition detection units, said transition {filtering
unit generating an equalization detect signal indicative
of excessive equalizing correction of the received signal
at the IDO sample, said transition filtering unit actuating
responsive to the equalization detect signal to selectively
pass the transition detect signal to an output node;

whereby corruption 1n the transition detect signal due to
excessive equalization correction of the received signal
at the IDO0 sample 1s selectively mitigated.

2. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein said transition
detection unit generates first and second transition detect
signals, said transition detection unit including;

an early transition detection portion generating the first
transition detect signal responsive to comparison of the
ID1 sample and the QQ sample between the ID1 and IDO
samples, the first transition detect signal being indicative
of early arrival at the Q sample of the logic state transi-
tion 1n the recerved signal; and

a late transition detection portion generating the second
transition detect signal responsive to comparison of the
ID0 sample and the QQ sample between the ID1 and IDO
samples, the second transition detect signal being
indicative of late arrival at the QQ sample of the logic state
transition 1n the received signal.

3. The system as recited 1n claim 2, wherein each of said
carly and late transition detection portions includes an exclu-
stve OR gate circuit actuated responsive to the respective 1
and Q samples to generate the corresponding one of the first
and second transition detect signals.

4. The system as recited 1n claim 1, wherein said transition
filtering unit includes:

an equalization detection portion generating the equaliza-
tion detect signal responsive to comparison of the 1D2
and ID1 samples; and,

a filtering portion coupled to said equalization detection
portion, said filtering portion selectively passing the
transition detect signal to the output node responsive to
comparison with the equalization detect signal.

5. The system as recited 1n claim 4, wherein said filtering
portion selectively passes the transition detect signal to the
output node upon said transition detect and equalization
detect signals collectively indicating logic state transitions 1n
the recetved signal both between the ID1 and IDO samples
and between the ID2 and 1D1 samples.

6. The system as recited 1n claim 3, wherein said equaliza-
tion detection portion of said transition filtering unit includes
an exclusive NOR gate circuit actuated responsive to the 1D2
and ID1 samples to generate the equalization detect signal.

7. The system as recited 1n claim S, wherein said filtering
portion of said transition filtering unit includes at least one
AND gate circuit actuated responsive to the transition detect
and equalization detect signals to selectively generate an out-
put signal matching the transition detect signal.

8. A method for phase recovery of a signal received by a
receiver having digital equalization comprising;

periodically acquiring over a series of predetermined unit
intervals (UI) a plurality of in-phase (I) and quadrature
(Q) samples of the received signal, each QQ sample being,
disposed between consecutive I samples;

selectively delaying the acquired 1 samples for mutual
comparisons between a current 1 sample IDO0, a first
preceding I sample ID1, and a second preceding I
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sample 1D2, wherein the 1DO0, ID1, ID2 samples are
olfset from one another by at least one UI;

establishing a transition detection unit;

executing said transition detection unit to generate at least

one transition detect signal responsive to the ID1 and
IDO0 samples and the Q sample disposed therebetween,
the transition detect signal being indicative of a logic
state transition 1n the recerved signal between the 1D1
and IDO samples; and,

establishing a transition filtering unit coupled to said tran-

sition detection unit;
executing said transition filtering unit to generate an equal-
1zation detect signal indicative of excessive equalizing
correction of the recetved signal at the ID0 sample; and.,

executing said transition filtering unit responsive to the
equalization detect signal to selectively pass the transi-
tion detect signal to an output node;

whereby corruption 1n the transition detect signal due to

excessive equalization correction of the recerved signal
at the ID0 sample 1s selectively mitigated.

9. The method as recited in claim 8, wherein said transition
detection unit 1s executed to generate first and second transi-
tion detect signals, said transition detection unit execution
including:

executing an early transition detection portion to generate

the first transition detect signal responsive to compari-
son of the ID1 sample and the QQ sample between the ID1
and IDO0 samples, the first transition detect signal being
indicative of early arrival at the Q sample of the logic
state transition in the recerved signal; and

executing a late transition detection portion to generate the

second transition detect signal responsive to comparison
of the IDO0 sample and the Q sample between the ID1 and
IDO0 samples, the second transition detect signal being
indicative of late arrival at the QQ sample of the logic state
transition 1n the recerved signal.

10. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein each of said
carly and late transition detection portions executes exclusive
OR gating responsive to the respective I and Q samples to
generate the corresponding one of the first and second tran-
sition detect signals.

11. The method as recited 1n claim 8, wherein said transi-
tion filtering unit execution includes:

executing an equalization detection portion to generate the

equalization detect signal responsive to comparison of
the ID2 and ID1 samples; and,

executing a filtering portion coupled to selectively pass the

transition detect signal to the output node responsive to
comparison with the equalization detect signal.

12. The method as recited 1n claim 11, wherein said filter-
ing portion 1s executed to selectively pass the transition detect
signal to the output node upon said transition detect and
equalization detect signals collectively indicating logic state
transitions in the recerved signal both between the ID1 and
IDO samples and between the ID2 and ID1 samples.

13. The method as recited 1n claim 12, wherein said equal-
ization detection portion of said transition filtering unit
executes exclusive NOR gating responsive to the ID2 and ID1
samples to generate the equalization detect signal.

14. The method as recited 1n claim 12, wherein said filter-
ing portion of said transition filtering unit executes at least
one AND gating responsive to the transition detect and equal-
1zation detect signals to selectively generate an output signal
matching the transition detect signal.

15. A system for phase detection during timing recovery
for signals recerved by a receiver having decision feedback
equalization comprising;:
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a sample acquisition unit periodically acquiring over a
series of predetermined unit intervals (UI) a plurality of
in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) samples of the recerved
signal, each QQ sample being disposed between consecu-
tive I samples, said sample acquisition unit including a
delay portion for selective mutual comparisons of a cur-
rent I sample IDO, a first preceding I sample ID1, and a
second preceding 1 sample ID2 one 1 sample with
respect to at least one other, wherein the 1DO0, ID1, 1D2
samples are offset from one another by at least one UI;

a transition detection unit coupled to said sample acquisi-
tion unit, said transition detection unit generating at least
first and second transition detect signals responsive to
the ID1 and IDO samples and the Q sample disposed
therebetween, the first and second transition detect sig-
nals being respectively indicative of early and late arriv-
als of the logic state transition in the received signal at
the QQ sample between the ID1 and IDO0 samples; and,

a transition filtering umt coupled to said sample acquisition
and transition detection units, said transition filtering
unit acquiring a pattern of logic state transitions between
respective pairs of the 1ID2, ID1, and IDO samples to
generate responsive thereto an equalization detect signal
indicative ol excessive equalizing correction of the
received signal at the IDO sample, said transition filter-
ing unit actuating responsive to the equalization detect
signal to selectively set a timing output signal to one of
the first and second transition detect signals;

whereby corruption 1n the transition detect signal due to
excessive equalization correction of the recerved signal
at the ID0 sample 1s selectively mitigated.

16. The system as recited 1n claim 15, wherein said transi-

tion detection unit includes:

an early transition detection portion generating the first
transition detect signal responsive to comparison of the
ID1 sample and the Q sample between the ID1 and 1DO
samples; and

a late transition detection portion generating the second
transition detect signal responsive to comparison of the
IDO0 sample and the QQ sample between the ID1 and IDO
samples.

17. The system as recited 1n claim 16, wherein said transi-

tion filtering unit includes:

an equalization detection portion generating the equaliza-
tion detect signal responsive to comparison of the 1D2
and ID1 samples; and,

a liltering portion coupled to said equalization detection
portion, said filtering portion comparing each of the first
and second transition detect signals with the equaliza-
tion detect signal to selectively set the timing output
signal responsive thereto.

18. The system as recited 1n claim 17, wherein said filtering
portion selectively passes the transition detect signal to the
output node upon said transition detect and equalization
detect signals collectively indicating logic state transitions 1n
the received signal both between the ID1 and 1DO0 samples
and between the 1D2 and ID1 samples.

19. The system as recited 1n claim 18, wherein each of said
carly and late transition detection portions includes an exclu-
stve OR gate circuit actuated responsive to the respective 1
and Q samples to generate the corresponding one of the first
and second transition detect signals.

20. The system as recited 1n claim 19, wherein:

said equalization detection portion of said transition filter-
ing unit includes an exclusive NOR gate circuit actuated
responsive to the ID2 and ID1 samples to generate the
equalization detect signal; and,
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said filtering portion of said transition filtering unit
includes:
a first AND gate circuit actuated responsive to the first
transition detect and equalization detect signals; and,
a second AND gate circuit actuated responsive to the 5

second transition detect and equalization detect sig-
nals.
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A system and method are provided for phase recovery of a signal received by a receiver having digital
equalization. A sample acquisition unit periodically acquires a plurality of I and Q samples of the
received signal. The sample acquisition unit includes a delay portion to enable selective mutual
comparisons between a current I sample IDO, a first preceding I sample ID1, and a second preceding I
sample ID2. A transition detection unit generates at least one transition detect signal responsive to the
ID1, IDO0, and Q samples. The transition detect signal indicates a logic state transition in the received
signal between the ID1 and ID0 samples. A transition filtering unit generates an equalization detect
signal indicative of excessive equalizing correction of the received signal at the ID0 sample, and
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In the claims

In claim 15, on column 16, lines 8-9, delete “one I sample with respect to at least one other”.
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