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1
DISK DRIVE SUSPENSION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-

1’70686, filed Aug. 20, 2013, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a disk drive suspension compris-
ing a tongue on which a slider 1s mounted, and a conducting
member connected to the slider.

2. Description of the Related Art

A hard disk drive (HDD) 1s used 1n an information process-
ing apparatus such as a personal computer. The HDD com-
prises a magnetic disk rotatable about a spindle, a carriage
turnable about a p1vot, etc. The carriage comprises an actuator
arm, and 1s configured to be turned transversely relative to
tracks of the disk about the pivot by a positioning motor such
as a voice coil motor.

A suspension 1s mounted on the actuator arm. The suspen-
s1on comprises a load beam, and a flexure disposed to overlap
the load beam. A slider, which constitutes a magnetic head, 1s
mounted on a tongue of a gimbal portion formed near a distal
end of the flexure. The slider 1s provided with elements (trans-
ducers) for accessing data, that 1s, for reading or writing data.
A conducting member 1s connected to the slider. The load
beam, the flexure, the slider, the conducting member, etc.,
constitute a head gimbal assembly.

As disclosed 1n U.S. Pat. No. 6,965,499 (Patent Document
1) and U.S. Pat. No. 8,000,061 (Patent Document 2), a head
gimbal assembly comprising an outrigger portion comprising
a pair ol arms 1n the exterior of a tongue 1s known. In this type
of head gimbal assembly, a conducting member may be
arranged 1n the interior of the outrigger portion, that is,
between the arm and the tongue.

In order to deal with increased recording density of disks,
the magnetic head needs to be more precisely positioned
relative to the recording surface of the disk. In order to
achieve this, dual-stage-actuator (DSA) suspensions, which
use both positioning motors (voice coil motors) and micro-
actuator elements made of a piezoelectric material such as
lead zirconate titanate (PZT), have been developed. Further,
as disclosed in Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No.
2010-146631 (Patent Document 3) and Jpn. Pat. Appln.
KOKATI Publication No. 2010-218626 (Patent Document 4),
a DS A suspension with microactuator elements mounted on a
gimbal portion of a flexure 1s known.

A slider mounted on a tongue of a head gimbal assembly
needs to be maintained at a predetermined position (attitude)
with respect to the recording surface of a disk. Accordingly,
the pitch stifiness and the roll stifiness of the tongue must be
appropriate. As disclosed 1n Patent Documents 1 and 2, 1n the
case where the conducting member 1s arranged 1n the 1nterior
of the outrigger portion, movement of the tongue 1s suscep-
tible to rigidity of the conducting member. For example, when
the bending stifiness of the conducting member 1s high, the
pitch stifiness and the roll stifiness of the tongue tend to be
high.

Hence, a countermeasure that has been conceived was
reducing the bending stiffness of the conducting member by
forming a bendable portion 1 a portion of the conducting
member. However, the conducting member comprising the
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bendable portion has a problem that it 1s easily vibrated since
the stifiness 1s low. In particular, in the DSA suspension

including the microactuator elements mounted on the gimbal
portion as those described 1n Patent Documents 3 and 4, a
problem arose that the tongue and the conducting member are
casily vibrated when the microactuator elements are actuated.

I1 the conducting member 1s fixed to a protrusion formed 1n
a portion of the outrigger portion, as described in Patent
Document 2, for example, it may be possible to reduce vibra-
tion of the conducting member. However, if the bendable
portion of the conducting member 1s fixed to the outrigger
portion, coupling ol a mode of vibration of the outrigger
portion and a mode of vibration of the conducting member
amplifies the vibration, which may generate large vibration in
the gimbal portion.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, an object of the present invention 1s to pro-
vide a disk drive suspension which can prevent vibration of a
gimbal portion and a conducting member.

In one embodiment, a disk drive suspension comprises: a
load beam; a flexure with a metal base supported by the load
beam, which comprises a tongue on which a slider 1s mounted
and a pair of arms formed on both sides of the tongue; and a
conducting member connected to the slider, wherein the con-
ducting member includes an insulating layer made of electri-
cally insulating resin and conductors formed on the insulating
layer, and comprises unsupported conductive circuit portions
which do not overlap with the metal base, and bridge mem-
bers to mutually connect the unsupported conductive circuit
portions and the tongue between the unsupported conductive
circuit portions and the tongue.

According to the structure of this embodiment, not only
can vibration of bendable portions, etc., of the unsupported
conductive circuit portions of the conductive member be
reduced by the bridge members, but also the yaw stifiness of
the tongue of a gimbal portion can be improved. Further,
vibration characteristics of the gimbal portion can be
improved, such as preventing amplification of the vibration
caused by coupling of the arms which constitute an outrigger
portion and the unsupported conductive circuit portions.

In the suspension of the above embodiment, the bridge
members are formed of resin, which 1s the same material as
the insulating layer. Further, the unsupported conductive cir-
cuit portions may comprise curved bendable portions which
protrude toward the arms, respectively, and the bridge mem-
bers may be connected to the bendable portions, respectively.
As an example, the bridge members comprise bridge bodies
along the arms, one-side end portions extending {from one
ends of the bridge bodies to the tongue, respectively, and
other-side end portions extending from other ends of the
bridge bodies to the unsupported conductive circuit portions,
respectively. Each of opening portions may be formed
between the corresponding bridge body and the correspond-
ing unsupported conductive circuit portion.

Further, the suspension of the embodiment may comprise a
pair of microactuator elements disposed on the tongue,
wherein the tongue may comprise a pair of supporting por-
tions to which end portions of the microactuator elements are
secured, respectively, and the bridge members may be con-
nected to the supporting portions, respectively. An example of
the tongue comprises a {irst tongue portion on which a lead-
ing-side portion of the slider 1s disposed, a second tongue
portion on which a trailing-side portion of the slider 1s dis-
posed, and a hinge portion formed between the first tongue
portion and the second tongue portion. The hinge portion 1s




US 9,117,466 B2

3

narrower than the first and second tongue portions, and piv-
otably connects the first tongue portion and the second tongue
portion. Each of limiter members formed of resin, which 1s
the same material as the bridge members, may be arranged
between the second tongue portion and a stationary part of the
flexure.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be
set forth 1n the description which follows, and 1n part will be
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice of
the mvention. The objects and advantages of the mvention

may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumentali-
ties and combinations particularly pointed out hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, 1llustrate embodi-
ments of the invention, and together with the general descrip-
tion given above and the detailed description of the embodi-
ments given below, serve to explain the principles of the
invention.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view showing an example of a disk
drive;

FIG. 2 1s a partial cross-sectional view of the disk dnive
shown 1n FIG. 1;:

FI1G. 3 1s a perspective view of a disk drive suspension of an
embodiment;

FIG. 4 15 a perspective view of a microactuator mounting,
section of the suspension shown in FIG. 3;

FI1G. 5 1s a perspective view of the microactuator mounting,
section shown 1n FIG. 4 as seen from the side opposite to FIG.
4;

FI1G. 6 15 a plan view of the microactuator mounting section
shown 1n FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 1s a bottom view of the microactuator mounting,
section shown 1 FIG. 5 as seen from the side opposite to FIG.
S;

FIG. 8 1s a partial enlarged view of the microactuator
mounting section shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 1s a partial cross-sectional view of a conducting
member of the suspension;

FI1G. 10 1s a partial cross-sectional view of the microactua-
tor mounting section shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view showing a part of a load
beam and a gimbal portion;

FIG. 12 1s a plan view of a flexure of the microactuator
mounting section shown in FIG. §;

FIG. 13 1s a plan view schematically showing the micro-
actuator mounting section with microactuator elements actu-
ated; and

FIG. 14 1s a view showing vibration characteristics of the
microactuator mounting section.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A disk drive suspension according to one embodiment of

the present invention will now be described with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 14.

A disk drive (HDD) 1 shown 1n FIG. 1 comprises a case 2,
disks 4 rotatable about a spindle 3, a carriage 6 turnable about
a pivot 5, a positioming motor (voice coil motor) 7 for actu-
ating the carriage 6, etc. The case 2 1s sealed by a lid which 1s
not shown.

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view schematically showing a
part of the disk drive 1. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the
carriage 6 1s provided with arms (carriage arms) 8. At a distal
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4

end portion of each arm 8, a suspension 10 1s mounted. A
slider 11 which constitutes a magnetic head is provided at a
distal end portion of the suspension 10. When each disk 4
rotates at high speed, an air bearing 1s formed between the
disk 4 and the slider 11 as air tlows 1n between the disk 4 and
the slider 11.

If the carniage 6 1s turned by the positioning motor 7, the
suspension 10 moves radially relative to the disk 4, and the
slider 11 thereby moves to a desired track of the disk 4.

FIG. 3 shows the suspension 10 of the dual-stage-actuator
(DSA) type. The suspension 10 comprises a baseplate 20
secured to 1ts corresponding arm 8 (FIGS. 1 and 2) of the
carriage 6, a load beam 21, a flexure 22 with conductors, and
a microactuator mounting section 23 arranged near a distal
end of the suspension 10. A boss portion 20a 1s formed on the

baseplate 20. The boss portion 20q 1s 1nserted 1nto a hole 8a
(FI1G. 2) formed 1n each arm 8.

The direction indicated by arrow X 1n FIG. 3 1s the longi-
tudinal direction of the load beam 21, that 1s, the longitudinal
direction (front-rear direction) of the suspension 10. Arrow Y
indicates the sway direction (1.e., the lateral direction of the
slider 11). Spring portions 25 which can perform thickness-
wise elastic deformation are formed on a proximal portion
(rear end portion) of the load beam 21. The flexure 22 1s
arranged along the load beam 21.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of the microactuator mounting,
section 23 arranged at the distal end portion of the suspension
10 as seen from the side of the slider 11. At an end portion of
the slider 11 which constitutes the magnetic head, elements
28, such as magnetoresistive (MR) elements, capable of per-
forming conversion between magnetic and electronic signals
are provided. By these elements 28, access such as writing or
reading of data on and from the disk 4 1s performed. The shider
11, the load beam 21, the flexure 22, and the like constitute a
head gimbal assembly.

The microactuator mounting section 23 includes a gimbal
portion 30 formed at a distal end portion of the flexure 22, and
a pair of microactuator elements 31 and 32 disposed individu-
ally on the opposite sides of the slider 11. The microactuator
clements 31 and 32 have the function of minutely pivoting the
slider 11 1n the sway direction.

FIG. 5 1s a perspective view of the microactuator mounting,
section 23 as seen from the side opposite to FIG. 4. FIG. 6 1s
a plan view of the microactuator mounting section 23. FIG. 7
1s a bottom view of the microactuator mounting section 23 as
seen from the side opposite to FIG. 6. FIG. 8 1s an enlarged
view ol a part of FIG. 7.

The gimbal portion 30 includes a first surface 30a (FIGS. 5
and 11) and a second surface 305 (FIGS. 4 and 11). The first
surface 30a 1s opposed to the load beam 21. The second
surtace 305 1s on the opposite side of the first surface 30a. The
slider 11 and the microactuator elements 31 and 32 are dis-
posed on the second surface 30b.

The flexure 22 comprises a metal base 40 and a conducting,
member 41. The metal base 40 1s formed of a thin stainless-
steel plate. The conducting member 41 1s disposed along the
metal base 40. The metal base 40 1s, for example, 20 um (12
to 25 um) 1n thickness. The metal base 40 1s secured to the
load beam 21 by fixing means such as first weld W1 (FIGS. 3
and 6, etc.) and second weld W2 (FIGS. 3to 7). Welds W1 and
W2 are formed by laser welding, for example. The flexure 22
includes a first stationary part 22q and a second stationary part
22b. The first stationary part 22a 1s secured to the load beam
21 by weld W1 at an intermediate portion 1n the front-rear
direction ofthe suspension 10. The second stationary part 225
1s secured to the load beam 21 by weld W2 at a position close
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to a distal end of the flexure 22. A rear portion 22¢ (FI1G. 3) of
the tlexure 22 extends rearward from a front end of the base-
plate 20.

As shown 1n FIGS. 5 to 7, the metal base 40 comprises first
arms (first outriggers) 51 and 52, and second arms (second
outriggers) 53 and 54. The first arms 51 and 52 are contiguous
to the first stationary part 22a. The second arms 33 and 54 are
contiguous to the second stationary part 225. The first arms 51
and 52 and the second arms 53 and 54 constitute an outrigger
portion 55 for elastically supporting the slider 11.

As shown 1n FIG. 8, conductors 57 and 58 for the micro-
actuator elements 31 and 32 are provided on both sides of the
conducting member 41, respectively. Terminals 57a and 58a
are provided at distal ends of the conductors 57 and 58,
respectively, and the terminals 57a and 58a are electrically
connected to the microactuator elements 31 and 32, respec-
tively.

FIG. 9 shows an example of cross-sections of the metal
base 40 and the conducting member 41. The conducting
member 41 comprises an insulating layer 60, write conduc-
tors 61, read conductors 62, and a cover layer 63. The 1nsu-
lating layer 60 1s made of electrically mnsulating resin PI, such
as polyimide. The conductors 61 and 62 are formed on the
insulating layer 60. The cover layer 63 1s made of an electri-
cally msulating resin, such as polyimide. The cover layer 63
1s omitted in the conducting member 41 shown 1n FIGS. 7 and
8.

The write conductors 61 and the read conductors 62 are
connected to the elements 28 (FIG. 4) of the slider 11. For
example, the msulating layer 60 1s 10 um (5 to 20 um) thick,
the conductors 61 and 62, 9 um (4 to 15 um) thick; and the
cover layer 63, 5 um (2 to 10 um) thick. The thickness of the
metal base 40 1s, for example, 12 to 25 um, which 1s less than
that (for example, 30 um) of the load beam 21.

The microactuator element 31 comprises first end portions
31a and second end portions 315, and the microactuator
clement 32 comprises first end portion 32a and second end
portions 32b. Arrow X1 shown 1n FIGS. 4, 6 and 7 indicates
the forward direction ofthe elements 31 and 32, and arrow X2
indicates the rearward direction of the same. The first end
portions 31a and 32q of the elements 31 and 32 are secured to
a pair of first supporting portions 70 and 71, which constitute
a part of the gimbal portion 30, respectively. The second end
portions 315 and 325 of the elements 31 and 32 are secured to
a pair of second supporting portions 72 and 73, which con-
stitute a part of the gimbal portion 30, respectively.

The first supporting portions 70 and 71 are supported by the
stationary parts 22a and 225 of the flexure 22 (1.e., the parts
secured to the load beam 21) via the first arms 51 and 52 and
the second arms 53 and 54. The second supporting portions
72 and 73 are formed at a distal end of the gimbal portion 30.

FIG. 10 shows a cross-section of a joint portion. The joint
portion serves to perform mechanical fixing and electrical
connection of the end portions 31a and 315 of one of the
microactuator elements, 1.e., the microactuator element 31.
Since the joint portion between the end portions 32a and 325
ol the other microactuator element 32 has a similar structure
as the one shown in FIG. 10, the microactuator element 31
will be described as a typical example of the microactuator
clement.

As shown 1n FIG. 10, the microactuator element 31 com-
prises a PZT 80, and a first electrode 81 and a second elec-
trode 82 formed on a peripheral surface of the PZT 80. The
first electrode 81 1s formed extending from one end surface of
the PZ'T 80 to a lower surface thereof. The second electrode
82 1s formed extending from the other end surface of the PZT
80 to an upper surface thereof. The first end portion 31a 1s
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secured to the first supporting portion 70 by means of an
clectrically 1nsulating adhesive 85. The second end portion
3156 1s secured to the second supporting portion 72 by means
of the electrically insulating adhesive 85.

The first electrode 81 shown i FIG. 10 1s electrically
connected to the terminal 37a of the conductor 57 for the
microactuator element 31 via an electrically conductive adhe-
stve (for example, silver paste) 86 provided over the support-
ing portion 70. The second electrode 82 is electrically con-
nected to a conductor 88 on the ground side via the
clectrically conductive adhesive (for example, silver paste)
86 provided over the supporting portion 72. The conductor 88
on the ground side 1s electrically connected to the metal base
40.

As shown 1n FIGS. 5 and 6, etc., the gimbal portion 30
comprises a first tongue portion 91 on a stationary side, a
movable second tongue portion 92, and a hinge portion 93
formed between the tongue portions 91 and 92. The first
tongue portion 91 1s formed between the first supporting
portions 70 and 71. The second tongue portion 92 1s formed
between the second supporting portions 72 and 73. Terminals
d41a (FIGS. 4 and 7) for the slider 11 are formed on the second
tongue portion 92. The terminals 41a have electrical conduc-
tion with the conductors (for example, the conductors 61 and
62) of the conducting member 41.

The hinge portion 93 1s formed between the first tongue
portion 91 and the second tongue portion 92. The supporting
portions 70,71, 72, and 73, the tongue portions 91 and 92, and
the hinge portion 93 all constitute a part of the metal base 40,
and their respective contours are formed by, for example,
ctching. The first tongue portion 91, the second tongue por-
tion 92, and the hinge portion 93 constitute a tongue 90
configured to mount the slider 11 thereon.

FIG. 11 1s a partial cross-sectional view of the load beam 21
and the gimbal portion 30 taken at the hinge portion 93. FIG.
12 1s a plan view showing the gimbal portion 30. Width L1 of
the hinge portion 93 is suiliciently less than width .2 of each
of the first and second tongue portions 91 and 92. The first
tongue portion 91 and the second tongue portion 92 are rela-
tively pivotably connected together by the hinge portion 93.
On both sides of the hinge portion 93, slits 94 and 95 are
formed, respectively. The movable second tongue portion 92
can be moved relative to the first tongue portion 91 on the
stationary side in the directions indicated by arrows A and B
in FIG. 12.

A leading-side portion 11a of the slider 11 1s disposed on
the first tongue portion 91. The leading-side portion 11a 1s
disposed to be movable relative to the first tongue portion 91.
A trailing-side portion 115 1s disposed on the second tongue
portion 92. The trailing-side portion 115 1s secured to the
second tongue portion 92. The “leading-side” mentioned here
1s the side where air flows 1n between the slider 11 and the disk
4 as the disk 4 rotates. In contrast, the “trailling-side™ 1s the
side where the air entered between the slider 11 and the disk
4 comes out. The hinge portion 93 1s formed at the center of
the slider 11, for example, the center of gravity of the slider 11
or the center of the slider 11 with respect to both the transverse
and longitudinal directions.

A dimple 97 (FIG. 11) 1s formed near a distal end of the
load beam 21. The dimple 97 1s an example of a supporting
protrusion, and has a convex surface projecting toward the
gimbal portion 30 of the tlexure 22. The top part of the convex
surface (the distal end of the dimple 97) contacts the hinge
portion 93. The gimbal portion 30 1s supported for swinging
motion relative to the load beam 21 about a point of contact P1
between the distal end of the dimple 97 and the hinge portion

93.
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Alternatively, a dimple may be formed on the hinge portion
93 such that the distal end of the dimple contacts the load
beam 21. That 1s, what 1s required for the supporting protru-
sion such as the dimple 1s that the supporting protrusion
should be formed on one of the mutually facing surfaces of
the load beam 21 and the hinge portion 93, and that the distal
end of the supporting protrusion should contact the other
surface.

The conducting member 41 comprises a pair of tongue
conductive circuit portions 415 and 41 ¢, a pair of unsupported
conductive circuit portions 414 and 41e, and portions 41/ and
41i (FI1G. 7) which overlap with the metal base 40. The tongue
conductive circuit portions 415 and 41c¢ are separated as right
and left portions on the tongue 90. The unsupported conduc-
tive circuit portions 414 and 41e extend rearward relative to
the tongue conductive circuit portions 415 and 41c¢, respec-
tively. The portions 41/ and 41; which overlap with the metal
base 40 extend rearward relative to the unsupported conduc-
tive circuit portions 41d and 41e, respectively. Of the entire
conducting member 41, the tongue conductive circuit por-
tions 415 and 41c¢ are the portions which overlap with the
metal base 40. Each of the tongue conductive circuit portions
415 and 41c¢ 1s secured to the first tongue portion 91 and the
second tongue portion 92 between the elements 31 and 32. Of
the entire conducting member 41, the unsupported conduc-
tive circuit portions 414 and 41e are portions which do not
overlap with the metal base 40.

The unsupported conductive circuit portions 414 and 41¢e
include bendable portions 41f and 41g, respectively. The
bendable portions 41f and 41¢g are formed longitudinally 1n a
portion of the conducting member 41. The bendable portions
411 and 41¢g protrude toward the first arms 31 and 52, respec-
tively. Each of the bendable portions 41fand 41 g has a curved
configuration and 1s disposed between the first arms 31 and
52. By providing the bendable portions 41/ and 41¢g 1n the
unsupported conductive circuit portions 414 and 41e, the
bending stifiness of the unsupported conductive circuit por-
tions 414 and 41e can be turther reduced.

FIG. 8 shows a part of the microactuator mounting section
23 of FIG. 7 1n an enlarged scale. The microactuator mount-
ing section 23 of the present embodiment comprises bridge
members 100 and 101. By the bridge members 100 and 101,
the unsupported conductive circuit portions 414 and 41e of
the conducting member 41 are connected to the first support-
ing portions 70 and 71, respectively.

The bridge members 100 and 101 are formed of resin PI
(for example, polyimide), which is the same material as the
insulating layer 60 (FIGS. 9 and 10) of the conducting mem-
ber 41. The bridge members 100 and 101 are formed 1nto a
predetermined shape by being etched together with the 1nsu-
lating layer 60 as the isulating layer 60 1s formed. Alterna-
tively, the bridge members 100 and 101 of a predetermined
shape may be formed by, for example, applying resin PI over
a masked metal base.

The first bridge member 100 located on the left side in
FIGS. 7 and 8 comprises a bridge body 110, an end portion
111 on one end, and an end portion 112 on the other end. The
bridge body 110 extends in a longitudinal direction of the
unsupported conductive circuit portion 414 along the arm 51.
As shown 1n FIG. 8, etc., the end portion 111 comprises a
curved portion 113. The curved portion 113 1s curved toward
the supporting portion 70 on the lett side from the bridge body
110. The curved portion 113 1s connected to the insulating
layer 60 on the supporting portion 70. The end portion 112 on
the other end also comprises a curved portion114. The curved
portion 114 1s curved toward the unsupported conductive
circuit portion 414 from the bridge body 110. The curved
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portion 114 1s connected to the insulating layer 60 in the
exterior of the curve of the bendable portion 411

The first bridge member 100 serves to connect the bendable
portion 411 of the unsupported conductive circuit portion 414
and the supporting portion 70 to each other. A first opening
portion 115 1s formed between the first bridge member 100
and the unsupported conductive circuit portion 414. It should
be noted that the specific forms of the bridge body 110 and the
curved portions 113 and 114 are not limited to those described
in this embodiment, and various forms can be adopted.

The second bridge member 101 located on the right side 1n
FIGS. 7 and 8 comprises a bridge body 120, an end portion
121 on one end, and an end portion 122 on the other end. The
bridge body 120 extends in a longitudinal direction of the
unsupported conductive circuit portion 41e along the arm 52.
The end portion 121 comprises a curved portion 123. The
curved portion 123 1s curved toward the supporting portion 71
on the right side from the bridge body 120. The curved portion
123 15 connected to the msulating layer 60 on the supporting
portion 71. Also, the end portion 122 on the other end com-
prises a curved portion 124. The curved portion 124 1s curved
toward the unsupported conductive circuit portion 41e from
the bridge body 120. The curved portion 124 1s connected to
the msulating layer 60 in the exterior of the curve of the
bendable portion 41g.

The second bridge member 101 serves to connect the bend-
able portion 41g of the unsupported conductive circuit por-
tion 41e and the supporting portion 71 to each other. A second
opening portion 125 1s formed between the second bridge
member 101 and the unsupported conductive circuit portion
41e. It should be noted that the specific forms of the bridge
body 120 and the curved portions 123 and 124 are not limited
to those described 1n this embodiment, and various forms can
be adopted.

The microactuator mounting section 23 of the present
embodiment comprises limiter members 130 and 131. The
limiter members 130 and 131 serve to prevent the tongue 90
from excessively vibrating or the dimple 97 from moving
away from the tongue 90 (dimple separation) when the sus-
pension 10 1s subjected to external mechanical shock. The
limiter members 130 and 131 are formed of resin PI (for
example, polyimide), which 1s the same material as the 1nsu-
lating layer 60 of the conducting member 41, as in the bridge
members 100 and 101. As shown 1n FIG. 4, etc., ends 130a
and 131a of the limiter members 130 and 131 are connected
to places near the supporting portions 72 and 73, respectively.
The other ends 1305 and 1315 of the limiter members 130 and
131 are connected to places near the stationary part 225 of the
flexure 22.

An operation of the suspension 10 of the present embodi-
ment will now be described.

If the carriage 6 (FIGS. 1 and 2) 1s turned by the positioning,
motor 7, the suspension 10 moves radially relative to the disk
4, and the slider 11 of the magnetic head thereby moves to a
desired track of the recording surface of the disk 4. When a
voltage 1s applied to the microactuator elements 31 and 32,
the microactuator elements 31 and 32 are distorted 1n direc-
tions opposite to each other according to the voltage. Conse-
quently, the load beam 21 can be moved 1n the sway direction
(indicated by arrow Y 1n FIG. 3) by an infinitesimal distance.
That 1s, when the microactuator elements 31 and 32 are driven
by the voltage, the movable second tongue portion 92 pivots
about the hinge portion 93 with respect to the first tongue
portion 91 on the stationary side.

As schematically illustrated 1n FIG. 13, for example, the
second tongue portion 92 moves 1n the direction indicated by
arrow A as one of the microactuator elements, that is, the
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microactuator element 31 contracts, and the other microac-
tuator element 32 extends. Accordingly, the elements 28
(FI1G. 4) provided on the slider 11 can be positioned speedily
and with high precision 1n the sway direction. Actually, the
movement distance of the slider 11 in the sway direction
ranges from several nm to several tens of nm or so. However,
the degree of deformation of the gimbal portion 30 1s exag-
geratedly depicted 1n FIG. 13 for better understanding of the
movements of the slider 11 and the second tongue portion 92.

The tongue conductive circuit portions 415 and 41¢ pass
near contact point P1 of the hinge portion 93 where move-
ment 1s little when the elements 31 and 32 are driven. The
back parts of the tongue conductive circuit portions 415 and
41¢ continue to the unsupported conductive circuit portions
41d and 41e comprising the bendable portions 41/ and 41g.
The bendable portions 41/ and 41¢g of the unsupported con-
ductive circuit portions 41d and 41e are connected to the
supporting portions 70 and 71 of the first tongue portion 91
via the bridge members 100 and 101, respectively. Further,
the opening portions 115 and 125 are formed between the
bridge member 100 and the unsupported conductive circuit
portion 414, and between the bridge member 101 and the
unsupported conductive circuit portion 41e.

The conducting member 41 of the present embodiment
comprises the unsupported conductive circuit portions 41d
and 41e arranged 1n the interior of the arms 51 and 52, and the
unsupported conductive circuit portions 414 and 41e are pro-
vided with the bendable portions 41/ and 41g, respectively.
Consequently, the bending stifiness of the unsupported con-
ductive circuit portions 414 and 41e can be reduced, and the

roll stiffness and the pitch stiffness of the tongue 90 can also
be reduced.

Also, the bendable portions 41f and 41 ¢ of the unsupported
conductive circuit portions 414 and 41e are connected to the
tongue 90 by the bridge members 100 and 101. Accordingly,
vibration of the bendable portions 41f and 41¢g and the tongue
90 are suppressed, and the yaw stifiness of the tongue 90 (i.¢.,
stiffness around contact point P1 between the hinge portion
93 and the dimple 97) 1s also improved. Thus, the conducting
member 41 can be prevented from flapping while the ele-
ments 31 and 32 are driven. The bendable portions 41/ and
41¢g are not connected to the arms 51 and 52 of the outrigger
portion 55. For this reason, the disk drive suspension of the
present embodiment has an advantage that it does not produce
amplification of vibration caused by coupling of the outrigger
portion 55 and the unsupported conductive circuit portions
41d and 41e.

A solid line 1n FIG. 14 indicates vibration characteristics of
the microactuator mounting section 23 including the bridge
members 100 and 101 1n the sway direction. Resonance mode
M1 having a small amplitude (low gain) appears around 17
kHz 1n the microactuator mounting section 23 provided with
the bridge members 100 and 101. However, since this reso-
nance mode M1 1s away from resonance mode M3 of the
outrigger portion, amplification of vibration caused by cou-
pling with the outrigger portion 1s avoided.

In contrast, a broken line 1n FIG. 14 indicates vibration
characteristics of a microactuator mounting section of a coms-
parative example which does not include the bridge members
100 and 101. In the comparative example, resonance mode
M2 having a large amplitude (high gain) appears around 16
kHz, which 1s lower than the frequency of the microactuator
mounting section 23 including the bridge members 100 and
101. Accordingly, in the microactuator mounting section of
the comparative example, resonance easily occurs by cou-
pling 1n a relatively low frequency range.
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Needless to say, 1n carrying out the present invention, the
specific forms of the tongue, outrigger portion, etc., of the
flexure which constitute the head gimbal assembly, as well as
the specific forms such as the shapes and arrangement of the
bridge member and the conducting member, may be modified
variously. Further, the bridge member of the present invention
can also be applied to a gimbal portion of a suspension which
does not comprise microactuator elements.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Theretore, the invention 1n its
broader aspects 1s not limited to the specific details and rep-
resentative embodiments shown and described herein.
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva-
lents.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A disk drive suspension comprising:

a load beam;

a flexure with a metal base supported by the load beam, the
flexure comprising a tongue on which a slider 1is
mounted, and a pair of arms formed on both sides of the
tongue; and

a conducting member connected to the slider,

wherein the conducting member includes an insulating
layer made of an electrically msulating resin and con-
ductors formed on the msulating layer, and the conduct-
ing member comprises unsupported conductive circuit
portions which do not overlap with the metal base and
which comprise curved bendable portions that protrude
toward the pair of arms, respectively,

wherein the tongue comprises a pair ol supporting portions
to which end portions of a pair of microactuator ele-
ments are secured, respectively,

wherein the conducting member further comprises bridge
members to mutually connect the unsupported conduc-
tive circuit portions and the tongue between the unsup-
ported conductive circuit portions and the tongue, and

wherein the bridge members are formed of a resin which 1s
the same material as the electrically insulating resin of
the insulating layer, and the bridge members comprise:
bridge bodies along the pair of arms;
first-side end portions which extend from first ends of

the bridge bodies to the tongue, and which are fixed to
the metal base at the pair of supporting portions,
respectively; and
second-side end portions which extend from second
ends of the bridge bodies to the unsupported conduc-
tive circuit portions, and which are connected to out-
sides of the curved bendable portions, respectively.

2. The suspension of claim 1, wherein each of opening
portions 1s defined by a corresponding bridge body and a
corresponding unsupported conductive circuit portion.

3. The suspension of claim 1, wherein the tongue com-
Prises:

a first tongue portion on which a leading-side portion of the

slider 1s disposed;

a second tongue portion on which a trailing-side portion of
the slider 1s disposed; and

a hinge portion which 1s formed between the first tongue
portion and the second tongue portion, which 1s nar-
rower than the first and second tongue portions, and
which pivotably connects the first tongue portion and the
second tongue portion.

4. The suspension of claim 3, further comprising limiter

members formed of a resin, which 1s the same material as the
resin of the bridge members, wherein each of the limiter
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members 1s arranged between the second tongue portion and
a stationary part of the flexure.
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