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GENERATING ITEM SUGGESTIONS FROM A
PROFILE-BASED GROUP

BACKGROUND

People often purchase clothing items or accessories online
in their own homes. However, often times they are not able to
obtain suggestions from a group of people similar to them-
selves.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Many aspects of the present disclosure can be better under-
stood with reference to the following drawings. The compo-
nents 1n the drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead being placed upon clearly i1llustrating the principles of
the disclosure. Moreover, in the drawings, like reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

FI1G. 1 1s a drawing of a networked environment according,
to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 1s a diagram of an example of a network page
rendered 1n a client 1 the networked environment of FIG. 1
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram of another example of a network page
rendered 1n a client 1n the networked environment of FIG. 1
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 4A-4B are flowcharts 1llustrating examples of the
functionality of a group request application executed 1n a
computing device in the networked environment of FIG. 1
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic block diagram that provides one
example 1llustration of a computing device employed in the
networked environment of FIG. 1 according to various
embodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments of the present disclosure relate to
generating profile-based groups to obtain item suggestions
when purchasing clothing items or accessories through an
clectronic commerce system. A user with a user account with
one or more profiles may wish to create a group to obtain
suggestions from others having one or more profiles similar to
that of the user. To do so, the user may generate a group
request by specilying a topic and selecting third parties hav-
ing profiles that are similar to, or otherwise aligned with, one
or more proiiles of the user. In response to the group request,
the third parties may input suggestions for the user and mem-
bers of the group to view. In the following discussion, a
general description of the system and its components 1s pro-
vided, followed by a discussion of the operation of the same.

With reference to FIG. 1, shown 1s a networked environ-
ment 100 according to various embodiments. The networked
environment 100 includes a computing device 103, clients
106a, third party clients 1065, and a network 109. The net-
work 109 includes, for example, the Internet, intranets, extra-
nets, wide area networks (WANSs), local area networks
(LANSs), wired networks, wireless networks, or other suitable
networks, etc., or any combination of two or more such net-
works.

The computing device 103 may comprise, for example, a
server computer or any other system providing computing
capability. Alternatively, a plurality of computing devices 103
may be employed that are arranged, for example, in one or
more server banks or computer banks or other arrangements.
For example, a plurality of computing devices 103 together
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may comprise a cloud computing resource, a grid computing
resource, and/or any other distributed computing arrange-
ment. Such computing devices 103 may be located in a single
installation or may be distributed among many different geo-
graphical locations. For purposes of convenience, the com-
puting device 103 1s referred to herein 1in the singular. Even
though the computing device 1s referred to 1n the singular, 1t 1s
understood that a plurality of computing devices 103 may be
employed 1n the various arrangements as described above.

Various applications and/or other functionality may be
executed 1n the computing device 103 according to various
embodiments. Also, various data 1s stored 1n a data store 112
that 1s accessible to the computing device 103. The data store
112 may be representative of a plurality of data stores as can
be appreciated. The data stored in the data store 112, for
example, 1s associated with the operation of the various appli-
cations and/or functional entities described below.

The components executed on the computing device 103,
for example, include an electronic commerce system 115 and
other applications, services, processes, systems, engines, or
functionality not discussed in detail herein. The electronic
commerce system 113 includes various components such as a
search application 118, a group request application 121, a
network page build process 124, and other applications and/
O Processes.

The electronic commerce system 115 1s executed 1n order
to facilitate the online purchase of items 133, such as, goods
and/or services, over the network 109. The electronic com-
merce system 115 also performs various back-end functions
associated with the online presence of a merchant in order to
facilitate the online purchase of items 133 as will be
described. For example, the electronic commerce system 115
may generate various network pages 159, such as web pages,
or other types of network content, using the network page
build process 124, that are provided to clients 1064 and third
party clients 1065 for the purposes of selecting items 133 for
purchase, rental, download, lease, or other form of consump-
tion as will be described. The electronic commerce system
115 further includes a search application 118 and/or other
applications useful to facilitate searching through a catalog of
items to conduct electronic commerce.

The group request application 121 generates one or more
network pages 159 1n order to obtain 1tem suggestions from a
user and one or more third party users associated with one or
more third party profiles as will be described. As used herein,
the term “third party” refers to customers other than a subject
user, as will be described. The group request application 121
may also generate one or more additional network pages 159
to view 1tem suggestions as discussed below.

The data stored 1n the data store 112 includes, for example,
a catalog 131 of items 133, user accounts 141, and potentially
other data. The catalog 131 includes a listing of items 133 that
are described by item data 137 and offered for sale by an
online merchant. As used herein, the term “item™ 133 may
refer to a product, good, service, bundle of products, goods
and/or services that may be offered for sale, purchase, rental,
lease, download, and/or any other form of consumption, as
can be appreciated. The item data 137 describes each of the
items 133 and may comprise, for example, titles, descrip-
tions, quantities, 1mages, representations, options, weights,
customer reviews, customer ratings, keywords, tags, shipping
restrictions, prices, tax classifications, categories, unique
identifiers, and any other data related to 1tems 133.

Each user account 141 1s associated with a respective user
and may include a shipping address, an electronic mail
(e-mail) address, shipping information, payment informa-
tion, a purchasing history, a browsing history, and other data
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related to the user. In addition, each of the user accounts 141
may comprise one or more profiles 143 created by the user. In
one embodiment, each of the profiles 143 1s associated with,
or describes, for example, a role of a given user and may
comprise profile elements 146 that may include text, images,
ratings, scores, and potentially other data that describes the
profile 143.

Additionally, a user may generate a group request 131 1n
order to create a group 133 to generate 1tem suggestions 157
from one or more third party users associated with one or
more third party profiles 143 as will be described. In one
embodiment, the group 153 and the item suggestions 157 may
be stored 1n association with the user accounts 141 of the user
and third party users of the group 153.

Lastly, the client 106a and third party client 1065 are
representative of a plurality of client devices that may be
coupled to the network 109. The client 106a and third party
client 1065 may comprise, for example, a processor-based
systems such as a computer system. Such a computer system
may be embodied in the form of a desktop computer, a laptop
computer, a personal digital assistant, a cellular telephone,
set-top box, music players, web pads, tablet computer sys-
tems, game consoles, or other devices with like capability.

The client 106a and third party client 1065 may be config-
ured to execute various applications such as a browser 1614
and browser 1615b, respectively, and/or other applications.
The browser 161a and browser 1615 may be executed 1n a
client 106a or third party client 1065, respectively, for
example, to access and render network pages 159, such as,
web pages, or other network content served up by the com-
puting device 103 and/or other servers. Alternatively, a
mobile application may be executed 1n a client 106aq or a third
party client 1065 to generate and render user interfaces using,
data served up by the computing device 103 and/or other
servers. Alternatively, when rendered, the network pages 159
generate a user interface as can be appreciated. The client
106a or third party client 1065 may be configured to execute
applications beyond the browser 161a and browser 1615,
respectively, such as, for example, email applications, instant
message applications, and/or other applications.

When executed m a client 106a or third party client 1065,
the browser 161a and browser 1615, respectively, render net-
work pages 159 on a respective display 1634 or display 1635
and may perform other functions. The browser 161a and
browser 1615, respectively, access network pages 159, such
as web pages or other types of content from the computing
device 103 1n order to access the functionality of the search
application 118, and other components implemented 1n the
computing device 103 as will be described.

Next, a general description of the operation of the various
components of the networked environment 100 1s provided.
To begin, assume a user of a client 1064 has a user account
141 with a merchant and would like to create one or more
profiles 143 comprising profile elements 146. To do so, the
user may navigate to one or more network pages 1359 served
up by the electronic commerce system 115 to facilitate the
input of profile elements 146 that make up the respective
profile 143.

In one embodiment, such network pages 159 may present
a questionnaire with text fields for the user to input the profile
clements 146. In another embodiment, such network pages
159 may comprise selection mechanisms, such as, for
example, pick lists or toggle mechamsms, to facilitate the
input of the profile elements 146 by allowing the user to select
options or other information that describes the profile 143. In
this manner, many users may generate their own profiles 143
that describe the roles they take on 1n their daily lives.
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For example, a user may wish to create a “Work™ profile
143 that represents the user’s role as a business woman, a
“Party” profile 143 that represents the use’s role 1n social
settings, and a “Mom” profile 143 that represents the user’s
role as a mother, and other profiles may be created. In this
example, for the “Work™ profile 143 the user may select the
profile element 146 entitled “Young Professional” from a
pick list entitled “Life Stage™ and the profile element 146
entitled “Nurse” from a pick list entitled “Occupation™.

After creating one or more profiles 143, assume that the
user wishes to create a group 153 to obtain 1tem suggestions
157 from third party users having one or more third party
profiles 143 that are similar to one or more of profiles 143 of
the user. To do so, the user of a client 1064 navigates to one or
more network pages 159 that facilitate generating a group
request 151. In one embodiment, the network page 159 may
comprise, for example, a profile selection mechanism to
specily a profile 143, a topic field to mput a topic, and a third
party proiile criteria pick list to specily criteria that 1s used to
identily one or more third party profiles 143 to invite or
otherwise include to the group 153.

For example, a user may have selected a “Work™ profile
143 from the profile selection mechanism, inputted “Fashion
Advice for New Moms™ into the topic field and selected
“Work Profile with 50% similarity” and “Mom Profile with
50% similarity” from the third party profile criteria pick list.
In this example, the user 1s creating a group 153 to discuss
fashion suggestions for new moms and 1nviting third party
users with third party profiles 143 that are 50% similar to the
user’s “Work” profile 143 and 50% similar to the user’s
“Mom” profile 143 to join the group 153.

After inputting information in the network page 159, the
user may then send the group request 151 to the computing
device 103 through network 109 by clicking on an appropri-
ate button or link. Thereatter, the group request application
121 may identily the third party users associated with third
party profiles 143 matching criteria 1dentified in the group
request 151. In the example above, the group request appli-
cation 121 may, in one embodiment, use the profile elements
146 associated with the “Work”™ profile 143 and the “Mom”
profile 143 of the user to 1dentily the third party users having
third party profiles 143 comprising third party profile ele-
ments 146 that are 50% similar to the profile elements 146 of
the user’s “Work™ profile 143 and 50% similar to the profile
clements 146 of the user’s “Mom” profile 143.

In one embodiment, the group request application 121 may
use the profile elements 146 of the user’s profiles 143 to
identify the third party users associated with third party pro-
f1les 143 matching criteria identified in the group request 151.
For example, a user may have selected the option entitled
“Young Professional” from a pick list to describe the life stage
of the “Work™ profile 143. In this example, the group request
application 121 may then use the “Young Professional” pro-
file element 146 to 1dentily the third party profiles 143 that
have a “Young Professional” profile element 146.

In some cases, however, a user may have entered a para-
graph or other quantity of text 1n response to a question about
a profile 143. In this case, the group request application 121
may extract important terms to use as profile elements 146 by
identifying capitalized words, grammatically emphasized
words, words that appear with at least a statistically signifi-
cant frequency, and other types of words that may be consid-
ered important. In one embodiment, the group request appli-
cation 121 may then use the extracted profile elements 146 of
auser’s profile 143 to 1dentify the third party users associated
with third party profiles 143 with 1dentical or similar profile
clements 146 based on the percent similarity specified.
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For instance, 1n association with a “Party” profile 143,
suppose a user has inputted “HALLE BERRY!!, she always
look so put together, classic, and simple. I also like CAM-
ERON DIAZ, trendy and 1fresh. I also like JENNIFER
ANNISTON’S style” 1n response to a question about which
celebrities are liked by the user. The group request application
121 may then extract profile elements 146 entitled, for
example, “Halle Berry”, “Cameron Diaz” and “Jennifer
Anniston” because these words are capitalized by the user. In
this case, the group request application 121 may then use the
words “Halle Berry”, “Cameron Diaz” and/or “Jennifer
Anniston” to search third party profile elements 146 compris-
ing the words “Halle Berry”, “Cameron Diaz, and/or “Jenni-
ter Anniston”. Upon 1dentitying the third party users associ-
ated with third party profiles 143 matching the criteria
identified in the group request 151, the group request appli-
cation 121 may then queue up the group request 151 to the
identified third party users on third party clients 10656 through
a network 109. In one embodiment, the third party users may
accept or decline the group request 151 by selecting an appro-
priate link or button. Thereaiter, the third party users may
navigate through various network pages 159 to mput item
suggestions 157 viewable by the user that created the group
153 and other third party users that joined the group 153.

Specifically, the group request application 121 may encode
tor display one or more network pages 139 to send to the third
party clients 10656 through the network 109 to facilitate an
input of item suggestions 157. The item suggestions 157 may
comprise, for example, ratings, text, images, representations,
opinions, weights, reviews, ratings, and any other feedback
related to the topic of the group 153. In one embodiment, the
item suggestions 157 may comprise feedback that relates to
items 133 sold through the electronic commerce system 115.

Subsequently, the user that created the group request and
the third party users associated with the group 153 may wish
to view 1tem suggestions 157. To do so, the user of a client
106a, or the third party users of clients 1065, may navigate
through one or more network pages 159 to view the item
suggestions 157. In one embodiment, the group request appli-
cation 121 may store the item suggestions 157 1n association
with the user accounts 141 of the user and third party users in
the data store 112. The third party profiles 143 that join the
group 153 are associated with the user accounts 141.

FIG. 2 1llustrates a non-limiting example of a network page
159, denoted herein as network page 159a, configured to
generate a group request 151 (FIG. 1).

As a non-limiting example, in FIG. 2, the network page
159a 1includes a profile selection mechanism 171 to select one
or more profiles 143 (FIG. 1), a topic field 173, and a third
party profile pick lists 175 to select one or more third party
users associated with one or more third party profiles 143.

As shown 1 FIG. 2, a user has selected a “Work™ profile
143 from the profile selection mechanism 171, specified the
topic entitled “Fashion advice for New Moms™ 1n the topic
field 173, and selected the pick list entitled “Work Profile with
50% Similarity” and “Mom Profile with 50% Similanty”
trom the third party profile pick lists 175. In this non-limiting
example, the user 1s creating a group 153 to discuss fashion
advice for new moms and inviting third party users associated
with third party profiles 143 that are 50% similar to the user’s
“Work™ profile 143 and 50% similar to the user’s “Mom”™
profile 143.

FI1G. 3 1llustrates a non-limiting example of a network page
159, denoted herein as network page 15395, comprising item
suggestions 157 (FI1G. 1) from one or more third party users.

As a non-limiting example, as shown 1n FIG. 3, three third
party users (e.g. “MominKansas”, “Samlones”, and “Char-
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lotteYork™) have submitted group suggestions 151a-151c,
respectively, 1n response to a group suggestions request 151
(F1G. 1).

Referring next to FIG. 4A, shown 1s a flowchart that pro-
vides one example of the operation of a portion of the group
request application 121 (FIG. 1) according to various
embodiments. It 1s understood that the flowchart of FIG. 4A
provides merely an example of the many different types of
functional arrangements that may be employed to implement
the operation of the portion of the group request application
121 as described herein. As an alternative, the flowchart of
FIG. 4A may be viewed as depicting an example of steps of a
method implemented in the computing device 103 (FIG. 1)
according to one or more embodiments.

The flowchart of FIG. 4A shows one example of a portion
of the group request application 121 that 1s implemented 1n
response to a user generating a group request 151 (FIG. 1) as
described above. To begin, 1n box 401, the group request
application 121 1dentifies one or more third party profiles 143
(FIG. 1) matching criteria specified 1 a group request 151
(FI1G. 1). Then, 1n box 403, the group request application 121
identifies one or more third party user accounts 141 (FI1G. 1)
associated with one or more third party profiles 143 1dentified
in box 401. Lastly, 1n box 4035, the group request application
121 queues up the group request 151 (FIG. 1) to the one or
more third parties accounts identified 1n box 403.

Referring next to FIG. 4B, shown 1s a flowchart that pro-
vides one example of the operation of a portion of the group
request application 121 according to various embodiments. It
1s understood that the flowchart of FIG. 4B provides merely
an example of the many different types of functional arrange-
ments that may be employed to implement the operation of
the portion of the group request application 121 as described
herein. As an alternative, the flowchart of FIG. 4B may be
viewed as depicting an example of steps of a method 1imple-
mented in the computing device 103 (FI1G. 1) according to one
or more embodiments.

The flowchart of FIG. 4B shows one example of a portion
of the group request application 121 that 1s implemented 1n
response to obtaining item suggestions 157 (FIG. 1) from
third party users as described above. To begin, 1n box 407, the
group request application 121 generates one or more network
pages 159 (FIG. 1) to obtain item suggestions 157 from one or
more third party users associated with one or more third party
profiles 143 specified 1 a group request 151 (FIG. 1). Then,
in box 409, the group request application 121 transmits the
network page 159 to one or more third party clients 10656
(F1G. 1). Thereaftter, in box 411, the group request application
121 recerves 1tem suggestions 157 from one or more third
party clients 1065. Lastly, in box 413, the group request
application 121 stores the 1item suggestions 157 in association
with a group 153 (FIG. 1).

With reference to FIG. 5, shown 1s a schematic block
diagram of the computing device 103 according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure. The computing device
103 includes at least one processor circuit, for example, hav-
ing a processor 303 and a memory 506, both of which are
coupled to a local interface 509. To this end, the computing
device 103 may comprise, for example, at least one server
computer or like device. The local interface 509 may com-
prise, for example, a data bus with an accompanying address/
control bus or other bus structure as can be appreciated.

Stored 1n the memory 506 are both data and several com-
ponents that are executable by the processor 503. In particu-
lar, stored 1n the memory 506 and executable by the processor
503 are an electronic commerce system 115, a search appli-
cation 118, a group request application 121, a network build
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process 124, and potentially other applications. Also stored in
the memory 506 may be a data store 112 and other data. In
addition, an operating system 513 may be stored in the
memory 306 and executable by the processor 503.

It1s understood that there may be other applications that are
stored 1n the memory 506 and are executable by the proces-
sors 503 as can be appreciated. Where any component dis-
cussed herein 1s implemented 1n the form of software, any one
of a number of programming languages may be employed

such as, for example, C, C++, C#, Objective C, Java, Javas-
cript, Perl, PHP, Visual Basic, Python, Ruby, Delphi, Flash, or
other programming languages.

A number of software components are stored in the
memory 506 and are executable by the processor 503. In this
respect, the term “executable” means a program file that 1s 1n
a form that can ultimately be run by the processor 503.
Examples of executable programs may be, for example, a
compiled program that can be translated into machine code 1n
a format that can be loaded into arandom access portion of the
memory 306 and run by the processor 503, source code that
may be expressed in proper format such as object code that 1s
capable of being loaded 1nto a random access portion of the
memory 506 and executed by the processor 503, or source
code that may be interpreted by another executable program
to generate instructions 1n a random access portion of the
memory 506 to be executed by the processor 503, etc. An
executable program may be stored 1n any portion or compo-
nent of the memory 506 including, for example, random
access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), hard
drive, solid-state drive, USB flash drive, memory card, optical
disc such as compact disc (CD) or digital versatile disc
(DVD), tloppy disk, magnetic tape, or other memory compo-
nents.

The memory 506 1s defined herein as including both vola-
tile and nonvolatile memory and data storage components.
Volatile components are those that do not retain data values
upon loss of power. Nonvolatile components are those that
retain data upon a loss of power. Thus, the memory 506 may
comprise, for example, random access memory (RAM), read-
only memory (ROM), hard disk drives, solid-state drives,
USB flash drives, memory cards accessed via a memory card
reader, floppy disks accessed via an associated floppy disk
drive, optical discs accessed via an optical disc drive, mag-
netic tapes accessed via an appropriate tape drive, and/or
other memory components, or a combination of any two or
more of these memory components. In addition, the RAM
may comprise, for example, static random access memory
(SRAM), dynamic random access memory (DRAM), or mag-
netic random access memory (MRAM) and other such
devices. The ROM may comprise, for example, a program-
mable read-only memory (PROM), an erasable program-
mable read-only memory (EPROM), an electrically erasable
programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), or other like
memory devices.

Also, the processor 503 may represent multiple processors
503 and the memory 506 may represent multiple memories
506 that operate 1n parallel processing circuits, respectively.
In such a case, the local interface 509 may be an appropriate
network 109 (FIG. 1) that facilitates communication between
any two of the multiple processors 503, between any proces-
sor 503 and any of the memories 306, or between any two of
the memories 506, etc. The local interface 509 may comprise
additional systems designed to coordinate this communica-
tion, including, for example, performing load balancing. The
processor 503 may be of electrical or of some other available
construction.
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Although an electronic commerce system 115, a search
application 118, a group request application 121, a network
build process 124, and other various systems described herein
may be embodied in software or code executed by general
purpose hardware as discussed above, as an alternative the
same may also be embodied 1n dedicated hardware or a com-
bination of software/general purpose hardware and dedicated
hardware. If embodied 1n dedicated hardware, each can be
implemented as a circuit or state machine that employs any
one of or a combination of a number of technologies. These
technologies may include, but are not limited to, discrete
logic circuits having logic gates for implementing various
logic functions upon an application of one or more data sig-
nals, application specific integrated circuits having appropri-
ate logic gates, or other components, etc. Such technologies
are generally well known by those skilled in the art and,
consequently, are not described 1n detail herein.

The tflowcharts of FIGS. 4A and 4B show the functionality
and operation of an implementation of portions of the group
request application 121. If embodied in software, each block
may represent a module, segment, or portion of code that
comprises program instructions to implement the specified
logical function(s). The program instructions may be embod-
ied 1n the form of source code that comprises human-readable
statements written 1n a programming language or machine
code that comprises numerical instructions recognizable by a
suitable execution system such as a processor 503 1n a com-
puter system or other system. The machine code may be
converted from the source code, etc. [T embodied 1n hardware,
cach block may represent a circuit or a number of 1ntercon-
nected circuits to implement the specified logical function(s).

Although the flowcharts of FIGS. 4A and 4B show a spe-
cific order of execution, 1t 1s understood that the order of
execution may differ from that which 1s depicted. For
example, the order of execution of two or more blocks may be
scrambled relative to the order shown. Also, two or more
blocks shown 1n succession 1n FIGS. 4A and 4B may be
executed concurrently or with partial concurrence. Further, 1n
some embodiments, one or more of the blocks shown in
FIGS. 5A and 5B may be skipped or omitted. In addition, any
number of counters, state variables, warning semaphores, or
messages might be added to the logical flow described herein,
for purposes of enhanced utility, accounting, performance
measurement, or providing troubleshooting aids, etc. It 1s
understood that all such variations are within the scope of the
present disclosure.

Also, any logic or application described herein, including
an electronic commerce system 115, a search application 118,
a group request application 121, a network page build process
124, that comprises soitware or code can be embodied in any
non-transitory computer-readable medium for use by or in
connection with an mnstruction execution system such as, for
example, a processor 503 in a computer system or other
system. In this sense, the logic may comprise, for example,
statements 1ncluding instructions and declarations that can be
tetched from the computer-readable medium and executed by
the mstruction execution system. In the context of the present
disclosure, a ‘“‘computer-readable medium” can be any
medium that can contain, store, or maintain the logic or appli-
cation described herein for use by or 1n connection with the
istruction execution system. The computer-readable
medium can comprise any one of many physical media such
as, for example, magnetic, optical, or semiconductor media.
More specific examples of a suitable computer-readable
medium would include, but are not limited to, magnetic tapes,
magnetic tloppy diskettes, magnetic hard drives, memory
cards, solid-state drives, USB flash drives, or optical discs.
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Also, the computer-readable medium may be a random
access memory (RAM) including, for example, static random
access memory (SRAM) and dynamic random access
memory (DRAM), or magnetic random access memory
(MRAM). In addition, the computer-readable medium may
be a read-only memory (ROM), a programmable read-only
memory (PROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM), an electrically erasable programmabl
read-only memory (EEPROM), or other type of memory
device.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments of the present disclosure are merely possible examples
of implementations set forth for a clear understanding of the
principles of the disclosure. Many variations and modifica-
tions may be made to the above-described embodiment(s)
without departing substantially from the spirit and principles
of the disclosure. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be included herein within the scope of this dis-
closure and protected by the following claims.

Therefore, the following 1s claimed:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable medium embody-
ing a program executable 1n a computing device, wherein,
when executed, the program causes the computing device to
at least:

identify a plurality of third party profiles associated with a

corresponding plurality of third party users based at least
in part on a percentage similarity to at least one profile
associated with a user;

encode for display at least one first network page config-

ured to generate a group request, the at least one first
network page comprising a topic field to mput a topic
and a third party criteria selection mechanism to select a
value of a percentage similarity to at least one of the
plurality of thuird party profiles to respond to the group
request;

receive from a user a selection of the value of the percent-

age similarity to the at least one of the plurality of third
party profiles;

encode for display at least one second network page to

facilitate an input of a plurality of suggestions from the
at least one of the third party profiles; and

store the plurality of suggestions 1n association with a

plurality of user accounts associated with the plurality of

third party profiles.
2. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
1, wherein the plurality of suggestions rendered 1n the at least
one second network page relate to a plurality of items offered
for sale by an electronic commerce system.
3. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
2, wherein the plurality of suggestions provide advice 1n
response to the group request.
4. A system comprising:
a physical data store configured to store profile data; and
a computing device in communication with the physical
data store, the computing device configured to at least:
identify a plurality of third party profiles associated with
a plurality of third party accounts based at least 1n part
on predefined critena;
facilitate presentation of a topic field to input a topic and
a third party criteria selection mechanism to select a
subset of the plurality of third party profiles;
receive from a user a selection of a value of a percentage
similarity to at least one profile associated with the
user; and
identify the subset of the plurality of third party profiles
based at least 1n part on the value of the percentage
similarity.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the computing device 1s
turther configured to encode or display at least one first net-
work page that includes the topic field and the third party
criteria selection mechanism, wherein the at least one first
network page 1s sent to a second computing device 1n use by
the user and 1s configured to generate a group request.
6. The system of claim 5, wherein the computing device 1s
turther configured to encode for display at least one second
network page that obtains a plurality of suggestions from a
plurality of third party users associated with the subset of the
plurality of third party profiles selected 1n the group request.
7. The system of claim 5, wherein the computing device 1s
turther configured to authenticate the user associated with a
user account.
8. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one first
network page further comprises a search field to input at least
one search term, wherein the subset of the plurality of third
party profiles 1s identified based at least 1n part on the at least
one search term.
9. The system of claim 6, wherein the plurality of sugges-
tions are further stored in association with a user account of
the user.
10. The system of claim 6, wherein the plurality of sugges-
tions are further stored in association with the plurality of
third party accounts associated with the subset of the plurality
of third party profiles.
11. The system of claim 6, wherein the plurality of sugges-
tions are related to at least one of a plurality of items sold by
an electronic commerce system.
12. The system of claim 6, wherein the plurality of sugges-
tions provide feedback in response to the topic specified in the
topic field.
13. A computer-implemented method comprising:
rendering for display, in a first computing device, at least
one first user interface comprising a topic field config-
ured to 1input a topic, a search field configured to mput a
search term, and a third party criteria selection mecha-
nism configured to select a plurality of third party users;

receving the topic as a first mput in the first computing
device;

recerving a user selection of a value of a percentage simi-

larity to at least one profile associated with a user of the
first computing device to 1identily a selection of the third
party users based at least in part on the value of the
percentage similarity; and

sending the topic and the user selection of the value of the

percentage similarity from the first computing device to
a second computing device.

14. The computer-implemented method of claim 13, fur-
ther comprising rendering for display, 1n the first computing,
device, at least one second user interface presenting a plural-
ity of suggestions from the third party users associated with a
plurality of third party profiles.

15. The computer-implemented method of claim 13, fur-
ther comprising authenticating a user account associated with
the user providing the topic.

16. The computer-implemented method of claim 14,
wherein the plurality of suggestions relate to at least one 1tem
sold through an electronic commerce system.

17. The computer-implemented method of claim 14,
wherein the plurality of suggestions are stored 1n association
with a user account.

18. The computer-implemented method of claim 14,
wherein the plurality of suggestions are stored 1n association
with a plurality of third party accounts.
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19. The computer-implemented method of claim 14,
wherein the plurality of suggestions comprise at least one of
a plurality of images of clothing items.

20. The computer-implemented method of claim 14,
wherein the plurality of suggestions comprise at least one 53
item related to the topic.
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