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FRAME STRUCTURE FOR SADDLED
VEHICLE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a frame structure of a

saddle type vehicle.

BACKGROUND ART

As an automatic two-wheeled vehicle, a frame structure 1n
which a seat frame 1s welded to a back portion of a pivot frame
1s disclosed (for example, see Patent Document 1).

Patent Document 1 discloses a frame structure for a com-
pact vehicle having a head pipe, a main pipe extending rear-
ward and downward from the head pipe, a pair of left and right
center upper pipes welded to a rear portion of a main pipe and
extending rearward, center pipes extending downward from
the center upper pipes, seat rails welded at upper portions of
front ends thereof to rear ends of the center upper pipes and
extending rearward, rear pipes extending downward from
lower portions of the front ends of the seat rails, and a pair of
left and right p1vot frames connected to the lower portions of
the rear pipes.

In this compact vehicle, the pivot frames are formed into a
gusset shape, the rear pipes extending downward from the
lower portions of the front ends of the seat rails are provided,
and outer edges of the pivot frames and peripheral surfaces of
the rear pipes are welded.

In this frame structure, a seat load acts on both of the rear
pipes and the center upper pipes, and a vehicle body frame has
suificient rigidity with respect to the seat load by providing
large spaces between the center upper pipes and the rear
pipes. Therelore, the strength of welded portions between the
rear pipes and the pivot frames 1s secured.

CITED REFERENC.

T

Patent Document

|Patent Document 1] Japanese Patent No. 4303544

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

However, 1n the case of a frame structure having no mem-
ber which connects the seat rails and the main frames (in
Patent Document 1, the rear portions of the center upper
pipes) or a frame structure 1n which distances between the
seat rails and back stays which constitute the rear pipes are
small, the rigidity of the vehicle body frame with respect to
the seat load can hardly be secured.

In this case, a bending stress acting on the welded portions
between the pivot frames and the rear pipes 1s increased, so
that the welded portions of the upper front surfaces of the rear
pipes are subjected to a large tensile stress and the welded
portions on the lower rear surfaces of the rear pipes are
subjected to a large compression stress. In particular, when
the pivot frame 1s a structure like a seashell including leit and
right halves, gaps are formed at upper portions and lower
portions of openings which allow 1nsertion of the rear pipes,
and the gaps make welding of the pivot frames and the rear
pipes difficult.

In this case, when the welded portions are subjected to a
large moment from the seat load, securement of the strength
may be difficult.
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In view of such circumstances as described above, it 1s an
object of the present invention to provide a frame structure of

a saddle type vehicle in which the bending strength of the
welded portions can easily be secured by a structure in which
the seat rails are welded to the rear portions of the pivot
frames.

Means for Solving the Problem

In order to solve the above-described problems, the present
invention provides a frame structure for a saddle type vehicle
comprising: a pivot frame (14) configured to pivotably sup-
port a rear arm (28) which supports a rear wheel (27) via a
shaft at a rear portion thereof; and a seatrail (15) welded to the
rear portion of the pivot frame (14) and extending rearward
and upward,

characterized in that hole portions (71A) extending along
an axis ol a front portion of the seat rail (15) 1s provided on a
side surface of the pivot frame (14), and the pivot frame (14)
and the front portion of the seat rail (15) are welded along a
peripheral edge of the hole portion (71A).

In this configuration, the side surface of the pivot frame 1s
tformed with a hole portion extending along the axis of the
front portion of the seat rail and the pivot frame and the front
portion of the seat rail are welded along the peripheral edges
of the hole portion, a welded portion between the pivot frame
and the seat rail are provided at a midpoint of the seat rail 1n
the vertical direction, so that the joint strength resistant to the
bent moment due to the seat load can be secured elliciently, so
that the bending strength can be achieved easily.

In this configuration, a configuration such that the pivot
frame (14) may be formed by joining opening end edges (W)
of left and right plate portions (81 A, 81B) mated like a sea-
shell, a seat rail insertion opening (84) 1s formed at a rear
upper portion of the pivot frame (14) by the left and right plate
portions (81 A, 81B), and the hole portions (71 A) are provided
on both the left and rnight plate portions (81A, 81B) 1s also
applicable.

In this configuration, the joint strength can be enhanced by
welding both the left and right seat rails while enhancing the
rigidity of the pivot frame by closing the cross-section of the
pivot frame.

In this configuration, a configuration such that there 1s
provided a back stay (16) provided at a position downward of
the seat rail (15), the back stay (16) being joined to the rear
portion of the pivot frame (14), extending rearward and
upward, and being joined to the rear portion of the seat rail
(15), and a back stay insertion opening (86) i1s provided at a
position downward of the seat rail insertion opening (84) of
the pivot frame (14), alower hole portion (71B) 1s provided on
a side surface of the back stay insertion opening (86) so as to
extend along an axis (16L) of the front portion of the back stay
(16), and the p1vot frame (14) and the front portion of the back
stay (16) are welded along the peripheral edge of the lower
hole portion (71B) 1s also applicable.

In this configuration, since the lower hole portion extend-
ing along the axis of the front portion of the back stay is
provided on the side surface of the back stay msertion open-
ing of the pivot frame, and the pivot frame and the front
portion of the back stay are welded along the peripheral edge
of the lower hole portion, the back stay which restrains the
deflection of the seat rails has the same welding structure as
the seat rail, so that the bending strength against the seat load
can easily be secured.

In this configuration, there may be provided a pair of the
pwvot frames (14) on the left and right and a cross pipe (32)
between the left and right pivot frames (14), and the cross pipe
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(32) may be provided on an axis (15L) of the front portion of
the seatrail (15) at a lower front thereof at a position adjacent
thereto.

In this configuration, since the cross pipe provided between
the left and right pivot frames 1s disposed on the axis of the
front portion of the seat rail at a lower front thereof at a
position adjacent thereto, the rigidity of the pivot frame 1n the
periphery of the joint portion of the seat rail 1s enhanced.

In the configuration described above, the frame structure
for a saddle type vehicle may be manufactured by a first step
of welding a front edge (W1) of the left and right plate
portions (81A, 81B) and an edge (W3) between the seat rail
insertion opening (84) and the back stay insertion opening
(86); a second step of mserting an assembly of the seat rail
(15) and the back stay (16) into the seat rail insertion opening
(84) and the back stay insertion opening (86); a third step of
welding the hole portion (71A) on the outside 1n the vehicle
width direction of the left and right plate portions (81 A, 81B)
and the seat rail (15), and welding the lower hole portion
(71B) on the outside in the vehicle width direction and the
back stay (16); and a fourth step of welding the hole portion
(71A) on the inner side in the vehicle width direction and the
seat rail (15) and welding the lower hole portion (71B) on the
inner side 1n the vehicle width direction and the back stay

(16), and a fifth step of welding an upper edge (W4) and a rear
edge (W2) of the left and right plate portions (81A, 81B).

In this configuration, even though there 1s an assembly
error when inserting and welding the left and right pivot
frames 1n a state 1n which the seat rail and the back stay are
assembled, the seat rail and the back stay can easily be
inserted into the pivot frame, and the seat rail and the back
stay can be joined to the pivot frame with a favorable welding

quality.

In this configuration, the front portion of the seat rail (15)
may have a pipe shape; the hole portion (71A) may be an
clongated hole having a peripheral length equal to or longer
than the peripheral length of the pipe of the front portion of
the seat rail (135).

In this configuration, the hole portion for welding the pivot
frame and the front portion of the seatrail 1s an elongated hole
having the peripheral length equal to or longer than the
peripheral length of the front portion of the seat rail, a long
welding length can be secured, so that the joint strength can
casily be secured.

The present invention also provides a frame structure for a
saddle type vehicle formed by providing a hollow box-shaped
member (14) by bending end portions of a pair of plate mem-
ber (81A, 81B) and welding end portions thereotf, and weld-
ing a plurality of pipes (15, 16) to the box-shaped member
(14), characterized 1n that the box-shaped member (14) 1s
provided with openings (84, 86) for allowing insertion of the
pipes (15, 16), and holes (71) are formed so as to extend along,
the axes of the pipes (135, 16) on a side surface of the box-
shaped member (14) overlapped with the inserted pipes (15,
16), and the box-shaped member (14) and the pipes (15, 16)
are welded along peripheral edges of the hole portions (71). In
this configuration, a welded portion between the box-shaped
member and the pipe can minimize a load recerved by the
bending moment, so that the bending strength can be secured
casily.

The hole portions (71) are elongated holes extending along,
the axes of the pipes (15, 16) in side view. In this configura-
tion, along welding length can be secured, so that the strength
of the welding portion can be enhanced.

Advantages of the Invention

According to the present invention, since the hole portion
extending along the axis of the front portion of the seat rail 1s
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provided on the side surface of the p1vot frame, and the pivot
frame and the front portion of the seat rail are welded along
the peripheral edge of the hole portion, the bending strength
ol the welding portion can easily be secured 1n a configuration
in which the seat rail 1s welded to the rear portion of the pivot
frame.

With a configuration 1n which the pivot frame 1s formed by
joining the opened end edges of the left and right plate por-
tions mated with each other like a seashell, the seat rail
insertion opening 1s provided on the rear upper portion of the
pivot frame by the left and night plate portions, and the hole
portions are provided on both the left and right plate portions,
the joint strength can be enhanced by welding both the left
and right seat rails while enhancing the rigidity of the pivot
frame by closing the cross-section of the pivot frame.

With the configuration in which the lower hole portion
extending along the axis of the front portion of the back stay
1s provided on the side surface of the back stay insertion
opening of the pivot frame, and the pivot frame and the front
portion of the back stay are welded along the peripheral edge
of the lower hole portion, the back stay which restrains the
deflection of the seat rails has the same welding structure as
the seat rail, so that the bending strength against the seat load
can easily be secured.

With the configuration 1n which the pair of left and right
pivot frames are provided, and the cross pipe 1s provided
between the lett and right pivot frames, and the cross pipe 1s
disposed on the axis of the front portion of the seat rail at a
lower front thereot at a position adjacent thereto, the rigidity
of the pivot frame in the periphery of the joint portion of the
seat rail can further be enhanced.

By manufacturing the frame structure according to a first
step of welding a front edge of the left and right plate portions
and an edge between the seat rail insertion opening and the
back stay insertion opening; a second step ol inserting an
assembly of the seat rail and the back stay into the seat rail
insertion opening and the back stay insertion opening; a third
step of welding the hole portion on the outside 1n the vehicle
width direction of the left and right plate portions and the seat
rail, and welding the lower hole portion on the outside 1n the
vehicle width direction and the back stay; and a fourth step of
welding the hole portion on the mner side 1n the vehicle width
direction and the seat rail and welding the lower hole portion
on the mner side 1n the vehicle width direction and the back
stay, and a {ifth step of welding an upper edge and a rear edge
of the left and right plate portions, when inserting and weld-
ing the seat rail and the back stay 1n the assembled state into
the left and right pivot frame, even though there 1s an assem-
bly error, the seat rail and the back stay can be inserted into the
pivot frame easily, and the seat rail and the back stay can be
joined to the pivot frame with a desirable welding quality.

By forming the front portion of the seat rail into a pipe
shape, and the front portion to be an elongated hole having a
peripheral length equal to or longer than the peripheral length
of the pipe of the front portion of the seat rail, a long welding
length can be secured and the joint strength can be secured
turther easily.

In a frame structure for a saddle type vehicle formed by
providing a hollow box-shaped member by bending end por-
tions ol a pair of plate member and welding the end portions
thereol, and welding a plurality of pipes to the box-shaped
member, since the box-shaped member 1s provided with
openings for allowing insertion of the pipes, holes are formed
so as to extend along the axes of the pipes on a side surface of
the box-shaped member overlapped with the mserted pipes,
and the box-shaped member and the pipes are welded along
the peripheral edges of the hole portions, the load applied to
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the welded portion between the box-shaped member and the
pipe due to the bending moment can be minimized, so that the
bending strength can easily be secured.

In this case, by employing the elongated hole which extend
along the axes of the pipes 1n side view as the hole portions,
the welding length can be increased, and the strength of the
welding portion can be enhanced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a left side view of an automatic two-wheeled
vehicle according to an embodiment of the present mnvention.

FIG. 2 1s a drawing of a vehicle body frame of the auto-
matic two-wheeled vehicle viewed from the side.

FIG. 3 15 a perspective view of a right pivot frame.

FI1G. 4 15 a side view of the right pivot frame.

FIG. 5 1s a back view of the right pivot frame.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT TH.
INVENTION

L1

Referring now to the drawings, an embodiment of the
present mvention will be described. In the description,
expressions such as front, rear, left, and right are the direc-
tions with respect to the vehicle body unless otherwise spe-
cifically mentioned.

FIG. 1 1s a left side view of an automatic two-wheeled
vehicle 1 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

A vehicle body frame 2 of the automatic two-wheeled
vehicle 1 1s formed by connecting a plurality of types of
metallic components integrally by welding or the like, and
includes a head pipe 11, a pair of ledt and right main frames 12
extending rearward and downward from the head pipe 11, a
pair of left and right down frames (also referred to as “cradle
frame’) 13 extending downward from the main frames 12 and
supporting a front end portion of an engine 23, a pair of left
and right pivot frames 14 connected to rear end portions of the
main frames 12, a pair of left and right seat rails 15 connected
to rear portions of the pivot frames 14 and extending rearward
and upward, and back stays 16 bridging between the pivot
frames 14 and the seat rails 15.

The frames of the vehicle body frame 2 other than the pivot
frames 14 (the head pipe 11, the main frames 12, the down-
frames 13, the seat rails 15, and the back stays 16) are metallic
pipes formed of metallic materials such as steel material or
the like, and the pivot frames 14 are plate-shaped members
formed of metallic material. In FIG. 1, reference numeral 3
designates a vehicle body cowl covering the vehicle body
frame 2, reference numeral 4 designates a center stand for
parking the vehicle body on the ground in a vertical position,
and reference numeral 5 designates a side stand for parking
the vehicle body 1n a state of inclined leftward.

FIG. 2 1s a drawing of the vehicle body frame 2 of the
automatic two-wheeled vehicle 1 viewed from the side. In the
drawings, reference numeral .1 designates an axial line of the
head pipe 11.

The head pipe 11 1s arranged so as to incline rearward and
upward from a widthwise center of a front portion of the
vehicle, and supports a pair of left and right front forks 20 (see
FIG. 1) so as to be steerable 1n the left and right direction. As
shown 1 FIG. 1, a front wheel 21 1s rotatably supported at
lower portions of the front forks 20 and a steering handle 22
1s supported on an upper portion of the front forks 20. In other
words, the head pipe 11 supports a steering device which
constitutes a steering system of the automatic two-wheeled
vehicle 1.
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The pair of left and right main frames 12 extend from the
left and right of the lower portion of the head pipe 11 so as to
incline rearward and downward 1n side view, and extend
rearward so as to broaden outward 1n the vehicle width direc-
tion, and the rear ends thereof are connected to the front upper
portions of the left and right pivot frames 14.

The left and right main frames 12 are frames configured to
support the engine 23 as an internal combustion engine, an air
cleaner 24, a storage box 23, and so on. As shown in FIG. 1,
the air cleaner 24 1s supported above the front portions of the
left and right main frames 12 1n a position inclined 1n parallel
to the axial line L1 of the head pipe 11 upward and rearward,
includes an air cleaner lower case 24 A opening rearward and
upward, and an air cleaner upper cover 24B covering opening
surface of the air cleaner lower case 24 A, and the air cleaner
upper cover 24B 1ncludes a duct 24D for introducing the
outside air.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, the storage box 25 1s supported rear-
ward of the air cleaner 24 above the rear portions of the left
and right main frames 12, and rotatably supports a lid member
26 configured to cover the upper opening of the storage box
235 s0 as to be openable and closable.

The engine 23 1s supported downward of the left and right
main frames 12, rearward of the left and right downframes 13,
and forward of the pivot frames 14, thereby being suspended
in the vehicle body frame 2 at a lower center 1n the fore and aft
direction.

As shown 1n FIG. 2, the left and right pivot frames 14
extend downward from joint portions with respect to rear
portions 12R of the left and right main frames 12 (the rear
portion of the main frame) (see FIG. 2) and are supported by
a prvot shait 31 penetrating through supporting portions 14 A
at midpoints in the vertical direction. The pivot shait 31 1s
arranged 1n parallel to the vehicle width direction, and rear
arms (also referred to as “swing arms”) 28 (see F1G. 1) which
support a rear wheel 27 (see FIG. 1) at rear portions thereof
are supported via the pivot shait 31 so as to be pivotable 1n the
vertical direction. The left and right pivot frames 14 are pro-
vided with cross pipes 32, 33 extending in the vehicle width
direction above and below the pivot shatt 31.

An upper end portion of a single rear cushion 35 (see FIG.
1) 1s rotatably connected to the upper cross pipe 32 via an
upper cushion supporting portion provided at the center in the
vehicle width direction. The lower end portion of the rear
cushion 35 1s connected to the rear arm 28 via a link mecha-
nism 36 (see FI1G. 1).

The lower cross pipe 33 1s provided with an engine hanger
33 A extending forward from the cross pipe 33 and supporting
a rear lower portion of the engine 23 and a link supporting
portion 33B extending rearward from the cross pipe 33 and
supporting the link mechanism 36.

Step holders 37 are mounted on outsides of the left and
right pivot frames 14 (see FIG. 1) 1n the vehicle width direc-
tion. The step holders 37 extend rearward from the pivot
frames 14, and main steps 38 for allowing the rider to place
h1s or her feet are mounted to front portions of the step holders
37 and pillion steps 39 for allowing a fellow passenger to
place his or her feet are mounted to rear portions of the step
holders 37.

The seat rails 15 and the back stays 16 are connected on
rear upper portions of the pivot frames 14 at a distance 1n the
vertical direction and parallel to each other (see FIG. 2).

As shown 1n FIG. 2, the seat rail 135 1s welded to the pivot
frame 14, and includes a seat rail front portion 15F extending
linearly rearward and upward from the pivot frame 14 and a
seat rail rear portion 15R extending rearward and upward
from the seat rail front portion 15F.
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The back stay 16 1s welded to the pivot frame 14 at a
position downward of the seatrail 15, and includes a back stay
front portion 16F extending linearly rearward and upward
from the pivot frame 14 and a back stay rear portion 16R
extending linearly rearward and upward from the back stay
front portion 16F and then bent upward and welded to the seat
rail rear portion 15R. The back stay front portion 16F of the
back stay 16 extends linearly and rearward and upward at an
inclination parallel to the seat rail front portion 15F.

In this manner, the left and right seat rails 15 and the back
stays 16 constitute a rear frame 17 of the automatic two-
wheeled vehicle 1. In the rear frame 17, the back stays 16
bridge the seat rails 135 and the pivot frames 14, so that pivotal
deflection of the seat rails 15 can be restrained by the back
stays 16, so that the ngidity of the frame can be enhanced.

The seat rails 15 support a rider’s seat 41, and also support
a fuel tank 42 at a position downward of the rider’s seat 41 as
shown 1n FIG. 1. The seat rails 15 also support a rear fender
43, a rear lamps 44, and so on at a position rearward of the
rider’s seat 41.

The nder’s seat 41 1s formed 1nto a seat elongated in the
fore-and-aft direction having the rider’s seat and the fellow
passenger’s seat integrally, and the storage box 23 1s arranged
in front of the rider’s seat 41 so as to be adjacent thereto.

The automatic two-wheeled vehicle 1 includes the engine
23 disposed at the lower center of the vehicle body frame 2 1n
the fore-and-aft direction, the high-capacity storage box 25
disposed upward of the engine 23, the fuel tank 42 disposed
rearward of the storage box 25. Therelore, relatively heavy
components (the engine 23, the fuel tank 42 filled with fuel
therein, and the storage box 25 having 1tems loaded therein)
can be arranged at the center in the fore-and-ait direction of
the vehicle, so that the concentration of the mass 1s achieved.

As shown 1n FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the left and right down
frames 13 extend linearly downward from front portions 12F
of the main frames 12 (referred to as “main frame front
portion”) and then are bent rearward and connected to the
pvot frames 14.

As shown 1n FIG. 2, a single gusset plate 46 1s provided on
a portion from a lower portion of the head pipe 11 to the down
frames 13, which 1s the front lower portion of the vehicle body
frame 2.

The gusset plate 46 1s a substantially U-shaped metallic
plate-shaped component extending from the head pipe 11 to
the pair of left and nght down frames 13, and integrally
includes a first covering portion 46A configured to cover a
joint portion between the head pipe 11 and the main frames 12
from below, left and right second covering portions 468 con-
figured to cover a joint portion between the main frames 12
and the down frames 13 from the front underside continu-
ously from the first covering portion 46A, and left and right
third covering portions 46C extending downward from the
second covering portions 468 to midpoints of the down
frames 13.

Peripheral edges of the first to third covering portions 46 A
to 46C are joined to the head pipe 11, the main frames 12, and
the down frames 13 by continuous welding. Accordingly, the
respective joint portions of the head pipe 11, the main frames
12, and the down frames 13 can be reinforced with the single
gusset plate 46, so that the rigidity of the vehicle body frame
2 can be enhanced.

The engine 23 is a parallel two-cylinder four-stroke engine
having a cylinder portion 352 inclined forward and upward
from a front upper portion of a crankcase 51 as shown 1 FIG.
1.

The engine 23 1s supported 1n such a manner that the front
portion of the crankcase 51 1s supported by the down frames
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13 via an engine hanger (not shown), an upper portion of the
crankcase 51 1s supported by the main frame 12 via an engine
hanger 47B, and a rear portion of the crankcase 51 1s sup-
ported by the cross pipe 33 between the pivot frames 14 via
the engine hanger 33 A (see FIG. 2).

The cylinder portion 52 includes a cylinder block 52A
connected to a front upper portion of the crankcase 31, a
cylinder head 52B connected to an upper portion of the cyl-
inder block 52A, and a cylinder head cover 52C covering the
upper portion of the cylinder head 52B.

An engine output shaft 51A 1s provided on the left rear
portion of the crankcase 51 of the engine 23. The engine
output shaft 31 A and the rear wheel 27 are connected so as to
be capable of transmitting the power via a drive chain (re-
ferred to as “chain™) 55, and the power of the engine 23 is
transmitted to the rear wheel 27 via the drive chain 55.

The air cleaner 24 1s connected to the back side of the
cylinder portion 52 of the engine 23 via a throttle body 30.
Accordingly, the engine air-inlet system including the throttle
body 30 and the air cleaner 24 1s collectively disposed on the
front upper portion of the engine 23.

An exhaust pipe 56 1s connected to a front surface of the
cylinder portion 52, and the exhaust pipe 56 extends down-
ward from the cylinder portion 52, 1s bent rearward, extends
rearward through a lett side of the engine 23, extends between
the engine 23 and the rear wheel 27 through the opposite side
in the vehicle width direction (right side), and 1s connected to
a muifler 57. An engine exhaust system 1s made up of the
exhaust pipe 56 and the muiller 57.

A catalytic converter 58 1s provided at a midsection of the
exhaust pipe 56. The catalytic converter 58 1s provided on the
left lower portion of the engine 23 1n the vicinity of an inlet
port of the exhaust pipe 56 (1n the vicinity of the cylinder
portion 52), whereby high-temperature exhaust gas immedi-
ately after having exhausted from the cylinder portion 52 is
flowed to the catalytic converter 58, and the catalytic con-
verter 58 and the muftler 57 are allowed to be arranged on the
lett side and the right side separately.

The engine 23 1s a water-cooled engine, and includes a
radiator 59 for cooling engine cooling water supported by the
vehicle body frame 2 (the down frames 13) at the upper front
portion of the cylinder portion 52 (see FIG. 1).

Incidentally, 1n the automatic two-wheeled vehicle 1, the
distance between the seat rails 15 and the back stays 16 are
narrowed with a layout which connects the seat rails 135 as the
rear pipes and the back stays 16 at a position rearward of the
pivot frames 14.

In the case of this frame layout, a seat load as a load from
the side of the rider’s seat 41 acts on an upper sides of the rear
pipes (the seatrails 15, the back stays 16) as a tensile load, and
acts on the lower sides of the respective rear pipes (the seat
rails 15, the back stays 16) as a compression load. Therefore,
the joint portions between the rear pipes and the pivot frames
14 may subject to a large bending moment.

Therefore, 1n this configuration, the side surfaces of the
pivot frames 14 are formed with elongated holes 71 (see FIG.
2) as hole portions extending along the axes of the respective
rear pipes (the seat rails 15 and the back stay 16), and periph-
eral edges (inner peripheral edges) of the respective elongated
holes 71 are respectively welded to the rear pipes.

FIG. 3 15 a perspective view of the pivot frames 14, FI1G. 4
1s a side view, and FIG. 5 1s a back view thereot. Here, the left
and right pivot frames 14 have left-right symmetry, and the
right pivot frames 14 1s shown 1n FIG. 3 to FIG. 5.

As shown 1n FIG. 3 to FIG. 5, the pivot frames 14 1s a
vertically elongated hollow component (hollow box-shaped
member) formed by mating a front side pivot frame half 81 A
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and a back side pivot frame half 81B, which are two press-
molded plate matenial (plate member), like a seashell, and
welding outer peripheral edges W as opened end edges with
cach other to join the same integrally.

The outer shape of the front side pivot frame half 81A 1s
formed slightly larger than the outer shape of the back side
pivot frame half 81B, so that the back side pivot frame half
81B is fitted into the 1nside of the front side pivot frame half
81A, which 1s a larger half, so that the mutual positioning 1s
casily achieved. Since the outer shape of the front side pivot
frame half 81 A 1s larger than the outer shape of the back side
pivot frame half 81B, as shown in F1G. 5, the welded points on
the outer peripheral edge W (shown by reference sign Y in
FIG. 5) can be prevented from being exposed to the outside 1n
the vehicle width direction.

The p1vot frame 14 integrally includes the supporting por-
tion 14 A supporting the pivot shait 31, adownward extending
portion 14B extending downward from the supporting por-
tion 14A, and an upward extending portion 14C extending,
upward from the supporting portion 14A.

The supporting portion 14A 1s provided with a through
hole 75 for allowing passage of a color 31A (see FIG. 3) for
inserting the pivot shaft 31, the downward extending portion
14B 1s formed with a through hole 76 for allowing penetration
of the lower cross pipe 33, and the upward extending portion
14C 1s provided with a through hole 77 penetrating through
the upper cross pipe 32.

In this manner, since the through holes 76, 77 for the cross
pipes 32, 33 are provided at a distance 1n the vertical direction
so as to sandwich the pivot frames 14, the cross pipes 32, 33
can be bridged between the pivot frames 14 away from each
other 1n the vertical direction, so that the frame rigidity of the
left and right pivot frame 14 can effectively be enhanced.

A front side cylinder 82 which serves as a main frame
insertion opening for allowing insertion of the main frame 12
1s provided integrally on the upper front portion of the upward
extending portion 14C. The front side cylinder 82 has a cylin-
drical shape extending forward from the cross pipe 32, and the
front side cylinder 82 and the main frame 12 are joined by
inserting the rear portion 12R of the main frame from the front
and continuously welding the outer peripheral surface of the
rear portion 12R of the main frame and the outer edge of the
front side cylinder 82.

As shown 1n FIG. 4, the cross pipe 32 1s disposed in such a
manner that an axis 77L thereol passes on an axial line 821 of
the front side cylinder 82. Therefore, the rigidity of the entire
front side cylinder 82 can be efficiently enhanced by the cross
pipe 32, and the rigidity of the joint portion of the main frame
12 can be effectively enhanced. The axial line 821 of the front
side cylinder 82 1s coincident with an axial line 121 of the rear
portion 12R of the main frame.

The front side cylinder 82 1s provided with a front project-
ing portion 82A projecting forward on the outside in the
vehicle width direction, and a long welded length 1s secured
by welding the outer edge of the front projecting portion 82A
to the main frame 12, so that the joint strength 1s enhanced.

In contrast, as shown 1n FIG. 3 to FIG. 5, a rear side first
cylinder 84 as a seat rail insertion opening which allows the
insertion of the seat rail 15 and a rear side second cylinder 86
as a back stay isertion opening which allows the insertion of
the back stay 16 at a position downward of the rear side first
cylinder 84 are integrally provided on an upper rear portion of
the upward extending portion 14C.

The rear side first cylinder 84 has a cylindrical shape
extending from the cross pipe 32 rearward and upward, and
the seat rail front portion 15F 1s inserted thereto from an upper
rear side of the rear side first cylinder 84.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

The rear side second cylinder 86 has a cylindrical shape
extending rearward and upward 1n parallel to the rear side first
cylinder 84 at a position downward of the cross pipe 32 and
the rear side first cylinder 84, and the back stay front portion
16F 1s 1nserted thereto from upper rear side of the rear side
second cylinder 86.

In other words, as shown 1n FIG. 4, an axial line 841, of the
rear side first cylinder 84 matches an axial line 151 of the seat
rail front portion 15F, and an axial line 86L of the rear side
second cylinder 86 matches an axial line 16L of the back stay
front portion 16F.

The rear side first cylinder 84 and the rear side second
cylinder 86 are formed with pairs of leit and rnght elongated
holes 71. The rear side first cylinder 84 and the seat rail front
portion 15F are joined and the rear side second cylinder 86
and the back stay front portion 16F are joined by continuous
welding the inner peripheral edges of the respective elongated
holes 71.

As shown 1n FIG. 4, the axial line 84L. of the rear side first
cylinder 84 and the axial line 861 of the rear side second
cylinder 86 are formed to extend in parallel. Theretfore, the
seat rail 15 and the back stay 16 can be assembled to the
respective cylinders 84, 86 1n a state 1n which the seat rail
front portion 15F and the back stay front portion 16F are
arranged 1n parallel, that 1s, 1n a state 1n which the seat rail 15
and the back stay 16 are assembled.

In addition, the axial line 84L of the rear side first cylinder
84 1s formed to pass on the axis 771 of the cross pipe 32 (see
FIG. 4). Therefore, the strength of the entire rear side first
cylinder 84 can be easily enhanced by the cross pipe 32, and
the rigidity of the joint portion between the pivot frames 14
and the seatrail front portion 15F can be enhanced efficiently.

In this configuration, since the cross pipe 32 i1s disposed
between the rear side first cylinder 84 and the front side
cylinder 82 with the axis 77L on the axial line 84L of the rear
side first cylinder 84 and also on the axial line 821 of the front
side cylinder 82, the strength of the both rear side first cylin-
der 84 and the front side cylinder 82 can be efficiently
enhanced.

Subsequently, the elongated holes 71 will be described 1n
detail. Hereinatter, when describing the elongated holes 71 of
the rear side first cylinder 84 and the elongated holes 71 of the
rear side second cylinder 86 as distinguished from each other,
the former 1s referred to as elongated holes 71 A and a latter 1s
referred to as elongated holes 71B.

As shown 1n FIG. 3, the elongated holes 71 A are a pair of
lett and right hole portions formed on the outside in the
vehicle width direction and the inside in the vehicle width
direction of the rear side first cylinder 84, and are formed at
the same position in the same shape 1n side view. The elon-
gated holes 71 A are formed at a position overlapped with the
seat rail front portion 15F inserted into the rear side first
cylinder 84 1n side view into a through hole extending 1n the
fore-and-aft direction along the axial line 15L of the seat rail
front portion 15F.

The elongated holes 71A are formed 1nto an elongated
holes having the length of the peripheral edge thereof (that 1s,
the peripheral length) 1s longer than the peripheral length of
the seat rail front portion 15F as a pipe to be welded via the
clongated holes 71 A. In this case, since the peripheral length
per elongated hole 71 A substantially matches the welding
length of the elongated hole 71 A, the welding length as long
as or longer than the welding length when continuously weld-
ing the entire outer periphery of the seat rail front portion 15F
can be secured only with the single elongated hole 71A.
Theretore, the double or more welding length can be secured
with the left and right elongated holes 71 A.
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More specifically, when the peripheral length of the seat
rail front portion 15F 1s 90 mm, a long axis J1 of the elongated
hole 71A 1s set to approximately 40 mm, and a short axis J2 1s
set to 10 mm, so that the same welding length (approximately
100 mm) as the peripheral length of the elongated hole 71A
can be secured with a single elongated hole 71A. Also, by
securing the length of the short axis J2 to a length of 10 mm
or longer, a suilicient space for welding work 1s secured 1n the
clongated holes 71A.

The elongated holes 71B are lower hole portions posi-
tioned downward of the elongated holes 71 A of the rear side
first cylinder 84 and, as shown 1n FIG. 3, 1s formed outside
and 1nside of the rear side second cylinder 86 1n the vehicle
width direction and 1s formed at the same position 1n the same
shape 1n side view.

The elongated holes 71B are formed at a position over-
lapped with the back stay front portion 16F inserted into the
rear side second cylinder 86 1n side view 1nto a through hole
extending in the fore-and-aft direction along the axis 16L of
the back stay front portion 16F as shown 1n FIG. 4.

The elongated holes 71B are formed into an elongated
holes having the length of the peripheral edge thereot (that 1s,
the peripheral length) 1s longer than the peripheral length of
the back stay front portion 16F as a pipe to be welded via the
elongated holes 71B. Accordmglyj double or more the weld-
ing length can be secured in comparison with the case of
continuously welding the entire outer periphery of the back
stay front portion 16F.

In this configuration, the seat rail front portion 15F and the
back stay front portion 16F are formed of the pipes having the
same diameter, and the elongated holes 71 A, 71B are formed
into the same shape, and the long axis J1 and the short axis J2
of the elongated holes 71A, 71B are the same length.

The supporting portion 14A of the pivot frames 14 1s pro-
vided with step holder tightening portions 88, 89 at positions
above and below a horizontal axial line 31L passing through
the pivot shatt 31, and the step holders 37 (see FIG. 1) 1s fixed
to the step holder tightening portions 88, 89 via tightening,
members (tightening bolts).

Subsequently, the welded portion of the pivot frame 14 will
be described.

The pivot frame 14 1s welded by mating the front side pivot
frame half 81 A and the back side pivot frame half 81B 1nto a
seashell shape, the welding portion of the pivot frame 14 1s the
outer peripheral edge W.

The outer peripheral edge W includes a front edge portion
W1 which corresponds to the front edge of the pivot frame 14,
a rear edge portion W2 which corresponds to the rear edge of
the pivot frame 14, a rear upper edge portion W3 which
corresponds to the rear upper edge of the pivot frame 14, and
an upper edge portion W4 which corresponds to the upper
edge of the pivot frame 14.

More specifically, the front edge portion W1 corresponds
to the outer peripheral edge W from the lower end of the front
side cylinder 82 to the lower end of the pivot frame 14, the rear
edge portion W2 corresponds to the outer peripheral edge W
from the lower end of the pivot frame 14 to the lower end of
the rear side second cylinder 86, the rear upper edge portion
W3 corresponds to the outer peripheral edge W from the
lower end of the rear side first cylinder 84 to the upper end of
the rear side second cylinder 86, and the upper edge portion
W4 corresponds to the outer peripheral edge W from the front
end of the rear side first cylinder 84 to the upper end of the
front side cylinder 82.

At a boundary between the front edge portion W1 and the
rear edge portion W2, which 1s the lower most position of the
pwvot frame 14, a through hole 90 which penetrates there-
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through 1n the vertical direction and tunctions as a drain hole.
Therefore, drain from the pivot frame 14 1s enabled by the
through hole 90.

Subsequently, the procedure of welding of the pivot frame
14 will be described.

When welding the pivot frame 14, the front edge portion
W1 of the pivot frame 14 and the rear upper edge portion W3
of the pivot frame 14, which 1s positioned between the rear
side first cylinder 84 and the rear side second cylinder 86 are
welded first (first step).

On the other hand, a rear frame assembly which constitutes
the rear frames 17 1s manufactured 1n advance by assembling
the left and right seat rails 15 and the back stays 16 and, after
the first step, 1s set to a state 1n which the seat rail front
portions 15F and the back stay front portions 16F of the rear
frame assembly are inserted into the rear side first cylinder 84
and the rear side second cylinder 86 of the pivot frame 14,
respectively (second step).

Subsequently, the elongated holes 71A provided on the
rear side first cylinders 84 on the outside 1n the vehicle width
direction and the seat rail front portion 15F are welded, and
the elongated holes 71B provided on the rear side second
cylinder 86 on the outside 1n the vehicle width direction and
the back stay front portion 16F are welded (third step).

Subsequently, the elongated holes 71A provided on the
rear side first cylinders 84 on the 1nside in the vehicle width
direction and the seat rail front portion 15F are welded, and
the elongated holes 71B provided on the rear side second
cylinder 86 on the 1nside 1n the vehicle width direction and the
back stay front portion 16F are welded (fourth step), and then
the upper edge portion W4 and the rear edge portion W2 of the
pivot frame 14 are welded (fitth step).

By performing the first to the fifth steps 1n sequence, weld-
ing of all the outer peripheral edge W of the pivot frame 14
and joining of the seat rail 15 and the back stay 16 to the pivot
frame 14 are achieved.

According to this procedure, the seat rail 15 and the back
stay 16 which are formed as a subassembly of the rear frame
assembly are mnserted into the pivot frame 14 in a state 1n
which the front edge portion W1 and the rear upper edge
portion W3 of the pivot frame 14 are joined and the upper
edge portion W4 and the rear edge portion W2 are not joined.
Therefore, even though there 1s an assembly error, the seatrail
15 and the back stay 16 can be inserted easily into the pivot
frame 14.

Also, since the upper edge portion W4 and the rear edge
portion W2 of the pivot frame 14 are joined after having
joined the seat rail 15 and the back stay 16 to the pivot frame
14, the seat rail 15 and the back stay 16 can be joined to the
pivot frame with a favorable welding quality.

As described thus far, 1n this embodiment, the pivot frame
14 1s formed with the elongated holes 71A extending along
the axial line 151 of the seat rail front portion 15F on the side
surfaces of the pivot frame 14, and p1vot frame 14 and the seat
rail front portion 15F are welded along the peripheral edges of
the elongated holes 71 A as shown 1n FIG. 4, the p1vot frame
14 and the seat rail front portion 15F can be welded between
the side surfaces with respect to each other, the long welding
length can be secured.

In this case, the welded portion between the pivot frame 14
and the seat rail front portion 15F extends along the axis 15L
at a vertical midpoint of the seat rail front portion 15F. There-
fore, the joint strength of the seat rail front portion 15F resis-
tant to the bending moment in the vertical direction can easily
be secured.

In the automatic two-wheeled vehicle 1, the seat load acts
as the tensile load on the upper side of the seat rail front
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portion 15F and acts as the compression load on the lower
side, thereby acting as the bending moment 1n the vertical
direction of the seat rail front portion 15F. In this configura-
tion, since the joint strength resistant to the bending moment
can be secured efliciently, the bending strength with respectto
the seat load can be secured easily.

In this configuration, the pivot frame 14 1s formed by
joimng the outer peripheral edges W of the front side pivot
frame haltf 81A and the back side pivot frame half 81B, which
are left and right plate members which can be mated with each
other like a seashell, the rear side first cylinder 84 which
serves as the seat rail insertion opening 1s provided on the rear
upper portion of the pivot frame 14 by these left and right
pivot frame halves 81 A, 81B, and the elongated holes 71A are
provided on both the left and right pivot frame halves 81A,
81B. Therelore, the joint strength can be enhanced by weld-
ing both the lett and right of the seat rails 15 while enhancing
the ngidity of the pivot frames 14 by forming the same to have
a closed cross section.

Since the back stay 16 whose both ends are joined to the
rear portions of the pivot frames 14 and the rear portions of the
seat rails 15 1s provided downward of the seat rail 15, the rear
side second cylinder 86, which 1s a back stay insertion open-
ing, 1s provided downward of the rear side first cylinder 84 of
the pivot frame 14, the elongated holes 71B as the lower side
hole portion extending along the axial line 161 of the back
stay front portion 16F i1s provided on the side surface of the
rear side second cylinder 86, and the pivot frame 14 and the
back stay front portion 16F are welded along the peripheral
edge of the elongated holes 71B, whereby the back stay 16
which restrains the detlection of the seat rails 15 has the same
welding structure as the seat rail 15, so that the bending
strength against the seat load can easily be secured.

In this configuration, since the cross pipe 32 provided
between the left and right pivot frames 14 1s disposed on the
axial line 15L of the seat rail front portion 15F at a lower front
thereol at a position adjacent thereto, the rigidity of the pivot
frame 14 1n the periphery of the joint portion of the seat rail 15
can further be enhanced.

In this configuration, the welding of the pivot frame 14 1s
performed in the sequence from the first to the fifth steps as
described above. Therefore, even though there 1s an assembly
error when inserting and welding the left and right pivot
frames 14 1n a state 1n which the seat rail 15 and the back stay
16 are assembled, the seat rail 15 and the back stay 16 can
casily be inserted 1nto the pivot frame 14, and the seat rail 15
and the back stay 16 can be joined to the pivot frame with a
favorable welding quality.

In this configuration, the seat rail front portion 15F and the
back stay front portion 16F are formed 1nto a pipe shape, and
the peripheral lengths of the elongated holes 71A, 71B are
tormed 1nto the elongated holes having the length equal to or
longer than the peripheral lengths of the seat rail front portion
15F and the back stay front portion 16F, long welding lengths
can be secured, and the welding strength can be secured
turther easily.

The above-described embodiment 1s only for describing a
mode of the present mnvention, and may be modified and
applied arbitrarily without departing the range of the main
scope of the present invention.

For example, 1n the embodiment described above, a case
where the present invention 1s applied to the frame structure in
which the seat rails 15 and the back stays 16 are welded to the
rear portions of the pivot frames 14 has been described. How-
ever, the 1invention 1s not limited thereto, and can be applied
widely to the frame structure in which the seat rails 135 are
welded to the rear portions of the pivot frame 14.
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The present mvention 1s also applicable those other than
the joint portions of the pivot portions, that 1s, may be appli-
cable to the frame structure in which a hollow box-shaped
member 1s provided by bending ends of the pair of plate
members and welding the ends portions thereof and the plu-
rality of pipes are welded to the box-shaped member. In this
case, the load that the welded portions between the box-
shaped member and the pipes recerve by the bending moment
can be mimmized by forming hole portions extending along
the axis of the pipes on the side surfaces of the box-shaped
member and by welding the box-shaped member and the pipe
along the peripheral edges of the hole portions, so that the
bending strength can be secured easily.

Also, by employing the elongated holes which extend
along the axes of the pipes 1n side view as the hole portions,
the welding length can be increased, and the strength of the
welding portion can be enhanced.

In the above-described embodiment, a case where the
present 1mvention 1s applied to the frame structure of the
automatic two-wheeled vehicle 1 shown 1n FIG. 1 has been
described. However, the invention 1s not limited thereto, and
1s applicable widely to the frame structures of the saddle type
vehicles. The saddle type vehicle includes general vehicles
which allow the riders to ride astride the vehicle bodies, and
includes not only the automotive two-wheeled vehicle (in-
cluding an autocycles), but also three-wheeled vehicles or
four-wheeled vehicles categorized as ATV (rough-terrain
traveling vehicles).

REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 automatic two-wheeled vehicle (saddle type vehicle)
2 vehicle body frame

14 p1vot frame

15 seat rail

15F seat rail front portion

15R seat rail rear portion

16 back stay

16F back stay front portion

2’7 rear wheel

28 rear arm

32, 33 cross pipe

71 elongated hole

71A elongated hole (hole portion)

71B elongated hole (lower hole portion)

81A front side pivot frame half

81B back side pivot frame half

82 front side cylinder

82A front projecting portion

84 rear side first cylinder (seat rail insertion opening)
86 rear side second cylinder (back stay insertion opening)
W outer peripheral edge (opening end edge)

W1 front edge portion

W2 rear edge portion

W3 rear upper edge portion

W4 upper edge portion

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A frame structure for a saddle vehicle comprising:

a pair of left and right pivot frames (14) configured to
pivotably support a rear arm (28) for supporting a rear
wheel (27) via a shait at a rear portion thereof;

a seat rail (15) welded to the rear portion of each of the
pivot frames (14) and extending rearward and upwardly;

a cross pipe (32) provided between the left and right pivot
frames (14), wherein the cross pipe (32) 1s provided on
an axi1s (15L) of the front portion of the seat rail (15) at
a lower portion thereof;
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wherein a hole portion (71A) extending along an axis of a
front portion of the seat rail (15) 1s provided on a side
surface of each of the pivot frames (14), each of the pivot
frames (14) and the front portion of the seat rail (15) are
welded along a peripheral edge of the hole portion
(71A), each of the pivot frames (14) 1s formed by joining
opening end edges (W) of left and right plate portions
(81A, 81B) mated at their edges, a seat rail insertion
opening (84) 1s formed at a rear upper portion of each of
the pivot frames (14) by the left and right plate portions
(81A, 81B), the hole portion (71A) 1s provided on both
the lett and right plate portions (81A, 81B), a back stay
isertion opemng (86) 1s provided at a position down-
ward of the seat rail insertion opening (84) of each of the
pivot frames (14), alower hole portion (71B) 1s provided
on a side surface of the back stay insertion opening (86)
so as to extend along an axis (16L) of the front portion of
the back stay (16), and each of the pivot frames (14) and

the front portion of the back stay (16) are welded along 20

the peripheral edge of the lower hole portion (71B);

a front edge (W1) of the left and right plate portions (81A,
81B) and an edge (W3) between the seat rail insertion
opening (84) and the back stay insertion opening (86)
are welded together;
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an assembly of the seat rail (15) and the back stay (16) are
inserted into the seat rail insertion opening (84) and the
back stay insertion opening (86);

wherein the hole portion (71A) 1s welded on the outside 1n
the vehicle width direction of the left and right plate
portions (81A, 81B) and the seat rail (15), and the lower
hole portion (71B) 1s welded on the outside in the vehicle
width direction and the back stay (16);

wherein the hole portion (71A) 1s welded on the inner side
in the vehicle width direction and the seat rail (15) and
the lower hole portion (71B) 1s welded on the 1nner side
in the vehicle width direction and the back stay (16), and

an upper edge (W4) and a rear edge (W2) of the left and
right plate portions (81A, 81B) are welded together.

2. The frame structure for a saddle vehicle according to
claim 1, wherein the front portion of the seat rail (15) has a
pipe portion, and the hole portion (71A) 1s an elongated hole
having a peripheral length for recerving the front portion of
the seat rail (15).

3. The frame structure for a saddle vehicle according to
claim 1, further comprising a main frame (12) that 1s welded
to the front portion of the pivot frame (14) and extends front-
wards, wherein the cross pipe (32) 1s provided on an axial line
(12L) at a rear portion of the main frame (12).
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