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(57) ABSTRACT

An electric fan 1s provided, including a labyrinth structure
with 1ncreased performance of preventing entry of a liquid
into a recerving space to receive a stator and a rotor. A clear-
ance 1s defined between an opposed wall portion of a base and
an opposed wall portion of an impeller body, which are
opposed to each other 1n an axial direction of a rotary shaft, to
form a labyrinth structure. The opposed wall portion of the
base and the opposed wall portions of the impeller body are
shaped to form a volume expanding portion within the clear-
ance. The volume expanding portion 1s constituted from a
groove portion for expanding the clearance, having a volume
larger than other portions within the clearance.

1 Claim, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRIC FAN

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an electric fan such as an
axial fan and a centrifugal fan, which uses an electric motor as
a driving source.

BACKGROUND ART

An electric fan which comprises an impeller and a casing 1s
known. The impeller includes a plurality of blades and 1s
configured to rotate by an electric motor. The casing includes
abase which defines a receiving space to recerve a stator and
a rotor of the electric motor. In such an electric fan, a liqud
such as water may enter into the receiving space ifrom
between an impeller body of the impeller and the base. In
order to cope with this problem, Japanese Patent No. 3694224
(JP3694224), for example, proposes that a clearance be
defined between a casing and an impeller of a centrifugal fan
to form a labyrinth structure for blocking entry of a liquid into
a recerving space.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

There 1s a limit to enhancing waterproof performance of a
conventional structure for preventing entry of the liquid into
the receiving space even if a clearance 1s provided to form a
labyrinth structure as mentioned above.

Further, when the clearance forming the labyrinth structure
1s defined, dimensional tolerances of the casing and the
impeller are reduced. Thus, assembly accuracy of the impel-
ler body and the casing of the electric fan needs to be
increased.

An object of the present invention 1s to provide an electric
fan 1 which waterproof performance may be enhanced by
using a labyrinth structure which prevents a liquid from enter-
ing 1nto a receiving space to receive a stator and a rotor, as
compared with conventional electric fans.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide an
clectric fan including a labyrinth structure by which water-
prool performance may not be reduced so significantly as in
conventional electric fans even if assembly accuracy of the
clectric fan 1s lower than that in conventional electric fans.

An electric fan such as an axial fan or a centrifugal fan,
improvement of which 1s aimed at by the present invention,
comprises an electric motor, an impeller, a casing, and one or
more bearings. The electric motor comprises a rotary shatt, a
stator including stator magnetic poles, and a rotor including
rotor magnetic poles and configured to rotate outside the
stator, centering on the rotary shatt. The impeller 1s disposed
outside the rotor, and includes an impeller body fixed to the
rotor and including an opposed wall portion, and a plurality of
blades fixed to the impeller body. The casing includes a bear-
ing holder by which the one or more bearings for supporting
the rotary shaft are held, and a base including an opposed wall
portion opposed to the opposed wall portion of the impeller
body 1n an axial direction of the rotary shait and extending in
a radial direction of the rotary shaft and combined with the
impeller body to define a recerving space to receive the stator
and the rotor. Then, a clearance 1s defined between the
opposed wall portion of the base and the opposed wall portion
of the impeller body to form a labyrinth structure for blocking
entry of a liquid into the recerving space from radially outside
of the rotary shaft. In the present invention, the opposed wall
portion of the base and the opposed wall portion of the impel-
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ler body are shaped to form one or more volume expanding
portions each having a volume larger than other portions
within the clearance.

In a specific electric fan which 1s configured by applying
the present invention to a centrifugal fan, the impeller body of
the impeller includes a fixed portion ﬁxed to the rotor, and a
blade support fixed to the fixed portion and extending 1n the
radial direction of the rotary shaft. Then, the blades are fixed
to the blade support of the impeller body to suck an air from
a side on which one axial end of the rotary shaft of the electric
motor 1s located and discharge the air 1n the radial direction of
the rotary shaft. The casing includes the bearing holder by
which the one or more bearings for supporting the rotary shaft
are held, and the base extending 1n the radial direction of the
rotary shait and combined with the fixed portion to define the
receiving space to receive the stator and the rotor.

Since the one or more volume expanding portions are
formed within the clearance which forms the labyrinth struc-
ture 1n the present invention, the liquid which has entered into
the clearance pools 1n the one or more volume expanding
portions. Then, after the one or more volume expanding por-
tions have been filled with the liquid, the liquid goes further
toward the receiving space. As a result, a period of time until
the liquid enters 1nto the receiving space 1s longer than that in
the conventional structure, thereby enhancing the waterproof
performance according to the present mnvention. Further, by
providing the one or more volume expanding portions, the
volume of the entire labyrinth structure may be increased
more than the conventional structure, thereby enhancing the
waterprool performance. Accordingly, dimensional toler-
ances of the casing and the impeller do not need to be reduced
so much as 1n conventional structures 1n order to enhance the
waterprool performance. Even i1f assembly accuracy of the
electric fan 1s lower than those of conventional structures, the
waterprool performance 1s not significantly reduced.

The volume expanding portion may be formed 1n a variety
of configurations. If the thickness of the opposed wall portion
of the impeller body as measured 1n the axial direction is
large, for example, a groove portion for expanding the clear-
ance may be formed 1n the opposed wall portion of the impel-
ler body. The groove portion extends 1n a direction apart from
the base to define a main part of the volume expanding por-
tion. Alternatively, when the thickness of the opposed wall
portion of the base as measured 1n the axial direction 1s large,
a groove portion for expanding the clearance may be formed
in the opposed wall portion of the base. The groove portion
extends 1n a direction apart from the impeller body to define
a main part of the volume expanding portion. Thus, the vol-
ume expanding portion may appropriately be formed accord-
ing to the specification of an electric fan.

Alternatively, a groove portion for expanding the clearance
may be formed 1n the opposed wall portion of the impeller
body, and a groove portion for expanding the clearance may
be formed 1n the opposed wall portion of the base as well. The
groove portion in the opposed wall portion of the impeller
body extends 1n a direction apart from the base to define a part
of the volume expanding portion. The groove portion in the
opposed wall portion of the base extends 1n a direction apart
from the impeller body to define the remaining part of the
volume expanding portion. In this configuration, even 1f the
thicknesses of the opposed wall portion of the impeller body
and the opposed wall portion of the base as measured in the
axial direction are small, the volume expanding portion of a

certain size may be formed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other objects and many of the attendant advan-
tages of the present invention will be readily appreciated as
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the same becomes better understood by reference to the fol-
lowing detailed description when considered in connection

with the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 1s a sectional view of an electric fan 1 a first
embodiment of the present invention applied to a centrifugal
fan.

FIG. 2 1s a partially enlarged view of a portion indicated by
reference sign M 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a sectional view of an electric fan 1n a second
embodiment of the present invention applied to a centrifugal
fan.

FI1G. 4 1s a partially enlarged view of a portion indicated by
reference sign M 1n FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 1s a sectional view of an electric fan in a third
embodiment of the present invention applied to a centrifugal
fan.

FIG. 6 1s a partially enlarged view of a portion indicated by
reference sign M in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 1s a sectional view of an electric fan in a fourth
embodiment of the present invention applied to a centrifugal
fan.

FIG. 8 1s a partially enlarged view of a portion indicated by
reference sign M 1n FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PR
EMBODIMENTS

(L]
Y

ERRED

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below 1n detail with reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 1s a
sectional view of an electric fan in a first embodiment of the
present mvention applied to a centrifugal fan. FIG. 2 1s a
partially enlarged view of a portion indicated by reference
sign M 1n FIG. 1. The electric fan of this embodiment com-
prises an electric motor 1, an impeller 3 made of a synthetic
resin and configured to be rotated by the electric motor 1, and
a casing 3 for partially receiving components of the electric
motor 1. The electric motor 1 includes a stator 7 and a rotor 11
configured to rotate outside the stator 7, centering on a rotary
shaft 9. The stator 7 1s mounted on a bearing holder 43 1n
which two ball bearings 13 and 135 for rotatably supporting the
rotary shaft 9 are fitted and held. The stator 7 comprises a
stator core 19 disposed outside this bearing holder 43, an
insulator 21 made of an insulating resin and fitted with the
stator core 19, and stator windings 23 wound around a plu-
rality of pole portions of the stator core 19 through the 1nsu-
lator 21. The stator windings 23 are each electrically con-
nected to a circuit pattern of a circuit board 27, not shown,
through a connecting conductor 235. A drive circuit 1s mounted
on the circuit board 27 for feeding an excitation current
through the stator windings 23.

The rotor 11 comprises a cylindrical boss 29 made of an
insulating material and fixed to the rotary shait 9, a cup-like
member 31 made of a magnetic conductive material and fixed
to the rotary shaft 9 through the boss 29, and rotor magnetic
poles 33 formed of a plurality of permanent magnets and fixed
to the cup-like member 31. The cup-like member 31 includes
a bottom wall portion 31a having 1n a central portion thereof
a through hole through which the boss 29 passes and a cylin-
drical peripheral wall portion 315 extending from an outer
edge ol the bottom wall portion 31a 1in an axial direction of the
rotary shait 9. The permanent magnets constituting the rotor
magnetic poles 33 are bonded to an inner peripheral surface of
the peripheral wall portion 315 of the cup-like member 31 to
face a magnetic pole surface of the stator core 19 constituting
stator magnetic poles of the stator 7.

The impeller 3 includes an impeller body 335 and a plurality
of blades 37. The impeller body 335 and the blades 37 are

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

unmitarily formed of a synthetic resin. The impeller body 35
includes a fixed portion 39 fixed to an outside of the cup-like
member 31 of the rotor 11 of the electric motor 1, a blade
support 41 fixed to the fixed portion 39 and extending a radial
direction of the rotary shaft. Each blade 37 has a first end and
a second end. The first ends of the blades 37 are fixed to the
blade support 41, and the second ends of the blades 37 are
fixed to an annular shroud 42. Each blade 37 1s shaped to suck
an air from a side on which one axial end of the rotary shatt 9
1s located, namely, from a side of the annular shroud 42 and to
discharge the air in the radial direction of the rotary shait 9.
The fixed portion 39 has a cup shape joined to the cup-like
member 31. The blade support 41 includes a truncated conical
cylindrical portion 41a and an annular blade mounting por-
tion 415. One end of the truncated conical cylindrical portion
41a 1s unitarily formed with the cup-like member 31, and has
a diameter which increases toward the other axial end of the
rotary shaft 9. The annular blade mounting portion 415 1s
unitarily formed with the other end of the truncated conical
cylindrical portion 41a and extends in the radial direction of
the rotary shait 9. The blades 37 are mounted on the annular
blade mounting portion 415.

The casing 3 for partially receiving the components of the
clectric motor 1 umitarily includes a base 45 and the bearing
holder 43 by which the bearings 13 and 15 are held. The base
435 extends 1n the radial direction of the rotary shait 9, and 1s
combined with the fixed portion 39 of the impeller body 35 to
define a recerving space 47 to receive the stator 7 and the rotor
1.

As shown 1 FIG. 2, an annular projecting portion 455
projecting toward the impeller body 35 1s formed on an
opposed wall portion 45a of the base 45 opposed to the
impeller body 35. An annular concave portion 355 1s formed
in an opposed wall portion 35q of the impeller body 35. The
annular projecting portion 455 1s inserted into the annular
concave portion 355 with a gap interposed between the annu-
lar projecting portion 455 and the annular concave portion
35b. In such a configuration, a clearance 49 1s defined
between the base 45 and the impeller body 35 to form a
labyrinth structure. The clearance 49 which forms the laby-
rinth structure serves to block entry of a liquid into the receiv-
ing space 47, which receives the stator 7 and the rotor 11, from
radially outside of the rotary shaft 9. In this embodiment, the
clearance 49 forming the labyrinth structure includes a
groove portion 49q for expanding the clearance. The groove
portion 49a 1s formed 1n the opposed wall portion 35q of the
impeller body 35 to communicate with the clearance 49. The
groove portion 49q extends 1n a direction apart from the base
45. In this embodiment, the clearance 49 includes a crank
portion bending to partially face the leading end of the pro-
jecting portion 4556 that 1s formed 1n a portion 35¢ of the
impeller body 35 located more radially inward of the rotary
shaft 9 than the groove portion 49a. The groove portion 49a 1s
provided within the clearance 49 to define a main part of a
volume expanding portion 50 having a volume larger than
other portions within the clearance 49. In other words, the
opposed wall portion 45a of the base 45 and the opposed wall
portion 35a of the impeller body 35 are opposed to each other
in the axial direction to define the clearance 49 and are shaped
to form the volume expanding portion 50.

In the electric fan 1n this embodiment, the volume expand-
ing portion 50 1s formed within the clearance 49 which forms
the labyrinth structure. Thus, the liquid, which has entered
into the clearance 49, pools within the volume expanding
portion 50. As a result, entry of the liquid into the recerving
space 47 may be blocked until the liquid, which has pooled
within the volume expanding portion 30, goes further toward
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the receiving space 47. Accordingly, 1n this embodiment, a
period of time for entry of the liquid into the recerving space
may be prolonged, as compared with conventional configu-
rations. A maximum waterprood effect may be exerted 1n the
centrifugal fan of this embodiment especially when the elec- 5
tric fan 1s used with the casing located 1n an upper position
and the impeller located 1n a lower position, which 1s a reverse
positional relationship of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a sectional view of an electric fan 1n a second
embodiment of the present invention applied to a centrifugal 10
tan. FIG. 4 1s a partially enlarged view of a portion indicated
by reference sign M shown 1n FI1G. 3. Though dimensions and
shapes of respective members of the electric fan in thas
embodiment are different from those of the corresponding
members 1n the electric fan shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, the 15
clectric fan of this embodiment has basically the same struc-
ture as the electric fan shown 1 FIGS. 1 and 2 except a
cup-like member, a base of a casing, and an impeller body.
Theretfore, reference numerals calculated by adding 100 to
the reference numerals 1 FIGS. 1 and 2 are assigned to 20
members 1n FIGS. 3 and 4 which have basically the same
structures as those 1 FIGS. 1 and 2. Descriptions of the
members 1 FIGS. 3 and 4 will thereby be omatted.

As shown 1n FIG. 3, the electric fan in this embodiment
does not include the cup-like member fixed to the rotary shaft. 25
Rotor magnetic poles 133 formed of a plurality of permanent
magnets are fixed to a cylindrical member 131 made of a
magnetic conductive material.

In the electric fan of this embodiment, two annular project-
ing portions 145¢ and 1454 projecting toward an impeller 30
body 135 are formed on an opposed wall portion 145a of a
base 145 opposed to the impeller body 135, as shown 1n FIG.

4. Further, three annular projecting portions 1354 to 135/
projecting toward the base 145 are formed on an opposed wall
portion 135a of the impeller body 135. The projecting portion 35
145¢ of the base 145 1s inserted into an annular concave
portion between the projecting portions 1354 and 135¢ of the
impeller body 1335 with a gap interposed between an 1nner
surface of the concave portion and the projecting portion
145c¢. The projecting portions 135e and 135/ of the impeller 40
body 135 are mnserted into an annular concave portion
between the projecting portions 145¢ and 1454 of the base
145 with a gap interposed between the projecting portions
135¢ and 135/ and an 1nner surface of the annular concave
portion. In such a configuration, a clearance 149 1s defined 45
between the base 145 and the impeller body 135 to form a
labyrinth structure. A first groove portion 149a for expanding
the clearance and a second groove portion 1495 for expanding,
the clearance are included in the clearance 149. The first
groove portion 149q 1s formed 1n the opposed wall portion 50
135a of the impeller body 135 to extend 1n a direction apart
from the base 145. The second groove portion 1495 1s formed
in the opposed wall portion 145a of the base 145 to extend 1n
a direction apart from the impeller body 133. The first groove
portion 149a defines a part of a volume expanding portion 55
150 having a volume larger than other portions within the
clearance 149. The second groove portion 1495 defines the
remaining part of the volume expanding portion 150 having
the volume larger than the other portions within the clearance
149. In other words, the opposed wall portion 145a of the base 60
145 and the opposed wall portion 135a of the impeller body
135 are opposed to each other 1n an axial direction of the
rotary shait to define the clearance 149 and are shaped to form
the volume expanding portion 150 within the clearance 149.

According to the electric fan of this embodiment, even 1 65
dimensions of both of the opposed wall portion 1354 of the
impeller body 133 and the opposed wall portion 145a of the

6

base 145 as measured 1n the axial direction are small, the
volume expanding portion 150 of a certain size may be
formed by the first groove portion 149q and the second groove
portion 1495. Accordingly, this contributes to overall down-
s1izing of the electric fan 1n the axial direction. Further,
according to the electric fan of this embodiment, regardless of
how to dispose the electric fan as viewed 1n the axial direction,
specifically, regardless of which one of the impeller and the
casing 1s disposed higher than the other of them as viewed 1n
the axial direction, entry of a liquid into a recerving space 147
may be prevented until one of the first groove portion 149a
and the second groove portion 1495 1s filled with the liquid.

FIG. 5 1s a sectional view of an electric fan 1 a third
embodiment of the present invention applied to a centrifugal
tan. FIG. 6 1s a partially enlarged view of a portion indicated
by reference sign M 1n FIG. 5. Though dimensions and shapes
of respective members are different from those of the corre-
sponding members in FIGS. 1 and 2, the electric fan of this
embodiment has basically the same structure as the electric
fan shown 1 FIGS. 1 and 2 except the configuration of a
groove portion for expanding a clearance. Therefore, refer-
ence numerals calculated by adding 200 to the reference
numerals 1n FIGS. 1 and 2 are assigned to members in FIGS.
5 and 6 which have basically the same structures as those 1n
FIGS. 1 and 2. Descriptions of the members 1n FIGS. 5 and 6
will thereby be omitted.

In the electric fan of the first embodiment shown 1n FIGS.
1 and 2, the wall portion 35¢ of the impeller body 35 located
radially inside of the annular groove portion 49a constituting
the volume expanding portion 50 partially faces the project-
ing portion 455. In the electric fan of this embodiment, a wall
portion 235¢ of an impeller body 235 located radially mnside
of a groove portion 249q for expanding a clearance does not
face the leading end of a projecting portion 2455. Thus, the
dimension of an openming portion of the groove portion 249q
in a radial direction of a rotary shait 209 1s larger than that 1n
the electric fan of the first embodiment. However, the groove
portion 249q has a smaller length or depth 1n an axial direc-
tion than in the electric fan 1n the first embodiment. As a
result, a cross-sectional shape of the groove portion 249q
which constitutes a main part of a volume expanding portion
250 1s substantially a triangle, as clearly known from FIG. 6.
A maximum waterproof effect may be exerted 1n the electric
fan of this embodiment when the electric fan 1s used with the
casing located in an upper position and the impeller located 1n
a lower position, which 1s a reverse positional relationship of
FIG. 3 as 1n the electric fan of the embodiment shown 1n FIG.

1.

FIG. 7 1s a sectional view of an electric fan in a fourth
embodiment of the present invention applied to a centrifugal
tan. FIG. 8 1s a partially enlarged view of a portion indicated
byreference sign M in FI1G. 7. Though dimensions and shapes
of respective members are different from those of the corre-
sponding members 1 FIGS. 1 and 2, the electric fan of this
embodiment has basically the same structure as the electric
fan shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2 except a base of a casing and an
impeller body. Therefore, reference numerals calculated by
adding 300 to the reference numerals in FIGS. 1 and 2 are
assigned to members 1n FIGS. 7 and 8 which have basically
the same structures as those 1n FIGS. 1 and 2. Descriptions of
the members 1n FIGS. 7 and 8 will thereby be omutted.

As shown 1n FIG. 8, two annular projecting portions 345¢
and 3457 projecting toward an impeller body 335 are formed
on an opposed wall portion 345a of a base 345 of the electric
fan, the opposed wall portion 345a being opposed to the
impeller body 335. Two annular projecting portions 335g and
335/ projecting toward the base 345 are formed on an
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opposed wall portion 3354 of the impeller body 335. The
projecting portion 345¢ of the base 345 1s inserted into a
concave portion formed between the projecting portions 335¢
and 335/ of the impeller body 335 with a gap interposed
between an mner surface of the concave portion and the
projecting portion 345e. The annular projecting portion 335/
provided on the impeller body 335 is mserted 1into a concave
portion 345¢ formed between the annular projecting portions
345¢ and 345/ provided on the base 345, with a gap interposed
between an 1inner surface of the concave portion 3435¢ and the
annular projecting portion 335/. In such a configuration, a
clearance 349 is defined between the base 345 and the impel-
ler body 3335 to form a labyrinth structure. A groove portion
349a for expanding the clearance 1s included 1n the clearance
349. The groove portion 349q 1s formed 1n the opposed wall
portion 3435a of the base 345 to extend 1n a direction apart
from the impeller body 335. The groove portion 349q defines
a main part of a volume expanding portion 350 having a
volume larger than other portions within the clearance 349. In
other words, the opposed wall portion 345a of the base 345
and the opposed wall portion 3354 of the impeller body 335
are opposed to each other 1n an axial direction to define the
clearance 349 and are shaped to form the volume expanding
portion 350. A maximum waterproof effect may be exerted in
the centrifugal fan of this embodiment when the electric fan1s
used with the base 343 located 1n a lower position and the
impeller body 335 located 1n an upper position as shown on
the page of FIG. 7.

Each of the above-mentioned embodiments shows an
application example of the present invention suited to the
centrifugal fan. The present invention may also be applied to
other types of electric fans such as an axial fan and an oblique
flow fan.

According to the present invention, the volume expanding
port on 1s formed within the clearance which forms the laby-
rinth structure. Thus, the liquid that has entered into the
clearance pools in the volume expanding portion. A period of
time until the liquid enters 1nto the receiving space may be
prolonged, as compared with conventional structures,
thereby enhancing waterproof performance. Further, the vol-
ume of the entire labyrinth structure may be increased mo re
than in conventional structures by forming the volume
expanding portion, thereby enhancing the waterprootf pertor-
mance as well. Accordingly, dimensional tolerances of the
casing and the impeller do not need to be reduced so much as
in the conventional structures. Even 11 assembly accuracy of
the electric fan 1s lower as compared with the conventional
structures, the waterprool performance may not be signifi-
cantly reduced.

While the preferred embodiments of the invention have
been described with a certain degree of particularity with
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reference to the drawings, obvious modifications and varia-
tions are possible 1n light of the above teachings. It 1s there-
fore to be understood that within the scope of the appended
claims, the mvention may be practiced otherwise than as
specifically described.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. An electric fan comprising:
an electric motor including:

a rotary shatt;

a stator including stator magnetic poles; and

a rotor including rotor magnetic poles and configured to
rotate outside the stator, centering on the rotary shatt;

an impeller disposed outside the rotor, the impeller including:
an 1mpeller body fixed to the rotor and including an
opposed wall portion; and

a plurality of blades fixed to the impeller body;

one or more bearings for supporting the rotary shaift; and
a casing including;

a bearing holder by which the one or more bearings are
held; and

a base including an opposed wall portion opposed to the
opposed wall portion of the impeller body 1n an axial
direction of the rotary shait and extending in a radial
direction of the rotary shaft and combined with the
impeller body to define a recerving space to receive the
stator and the rotor, wherein

a clearance 1s defined between the opposed wall portion of
the base and the opposed wall portion of the impeller
body to form a labyrinth structure for blocking entry of
a liquid into the receiving space from radially outside of
the rotary shaft;

the opposed wall portion of the base and the opposed wall
portion o the impeller body are shaped to form a volume
expanding portion having a volume larger than other
portions within the clearance;

a first groove portion for expanding the clearance 1s formed
in the opposed wall portion of the impeller body, the first
groove portion extending in a direction apart from the
base to define a part of the volume expanding portion;
and

a second groove portion for expanding the clearance 1s
formed 1n the opposed wall portion of the base, the
second groove portion extending in a direction apart
from the impeller body to define a remaining part of the
volume expanding portion;
wherein walls defining the first groove portion are within

a periphery of walls forming the second groove por-
tion.
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