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(57) ABSTRACT

An enclosure system for antennas including satellite dish
antennas and single frequency, narrowband and broadband
ones. The system includes at least upper and lower housing
portions mounted to each other for rotational movement
about a first axis inclined to the vertical. The portions have
respective, peripheral sections extending about the first axis
and substantially perpendicular to the inclined, first axis. The
satellite antenna dish 1s mounted to the upper housing portion
to extend substantially about a second axis substantially inter-
secting the first axis at an inclined angle. The upper housing
portion can be rotated about the inclined, first axis relative to
the lower housing portion wherein the second axis of the dish
essentially forms or defines a cone about the first axis to
position the plane of the dish rim portion 1n any of a plurality
of orientations essentially between a substantially horizontal
one and a substantially vertical one.

24 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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ENCLOSURE SYSTEM FOR AN ANTENNA

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/597,147 filed Feb. 9, 2012,
which 1s incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This mnvention relates to the field of enclosure systems for
antennas including satellite dish, single frequency, narrow-
band frequency, and broadband frequency ones.

2. Discussion of the Background

Enclosure systems for antennas have been designed that
offer a wide variety of advantages and disadvantages. For
satellite dish antennas 1n particular, systems with radomes are
a well known option that cover or enclose the dish and 1ts
components (e.g., amplifier and motorized drive). In doing
s0, radomes offer the distinct, cost-saving advantage that less
expensive and lower performing components can be used
because the antenna and its components are protected from
the elements under the radome. As for example and since the
clectronics of the system are not exposed to outside elements,
they do not necessarily need to have weatherproof housings.
Additionally, since the dish or reflector 1s enclosed and not
exposed to high wind conditions, it does not have to be made
of the more expensive and rigid materials typically required
for uncovered dishes.

A disadvantage of enclosure systems with radomes 1s that
the height of the radome 1s essentially a function of the si1ze of
the dish or reflector. That 1s, when the system 1s not 1n opera-
tion, the radome height still remains the same since 1t houses
the dish or reflector. The radome height 1n most designs must
then generally be as high or higher than the maximum dimen-
sion of the dish, which is typically the diameter of its rim. Thas
high profile can present problems for example if the enclosure
system with the radome 1s mounted on a recreational or simi-
lar vehicle and the vehicle 1s to be stored 1n a garage or under
a protective structure with a height restriction. Similarly, the
high profile can present height problems for storage even it
the enclosure system with the radome 1s removable from the
vehicle or 1s intended for use as a standalone unit since it may
still be too high to be stored on a convenient shelf or under the
vehicle. So called popup units that have the dish or reflector
located outside of a protective housing can normally be
stowed or stored in a lower height configuration than an
enclosure system with a radome. However, they usually
require that the exposed dish and any exposed components be
made of more expensive and rigid materials as well as weath-
erproofed. Such units are also much less suited to mobile
tracking applications because the dish or reflector 1s exposed
to wind resistance

With this and other problems 1n mind, the present invention
was developed. In 1t, a basic enclosure system 1s provided for
satellite dish antennas and other antennas including single
frequency, narrowband frequency, and broadband frequency
ones that can assume a stored position shorter than the maxi-
mum dimension of the dish or other antenna. In the preferred
embodiment, the dish or other antenna 1s covered or enclosed
and 1s designed to actually become part of the protective
housing or enclosure and to move with 1t. In the embodiments
designed for housing or enclosing a satellite dish antenna, the
invention combines or integrates the protective advantages of
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2

an enclosure system with a radome with the alignment advan-
tages of a polar arrangement to create a superior product.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This mvention mvolves an enclosure system for antennas
including satellite dish antennas, single frequency, narrow-
band frequency, and broadband frequency ones. With satellite
dish antennas, the system includes at least upper and lower
housing portions that are mounted to each other for rotational
movement about a first axis inclined to the vertical. In one
embodiment, the upper and lower housing portions have
respective, substantially circular peripheral sections extend-
ing about the first axis and abutting one another. The sections
extend substantially parallel to each other and to a plane that
1s substantially perpendicular to the inclined, first axis. The
satellite antenna has a dish-shaped reflector and 1s mounted to
the upper housing portion to extend substantially about a
second axis that substantially intersects the first axis at an
inclined angle. The dish-shaped retflector has a substantially
circular, rim portion extending about the second axis substan-
tially 1n a plane that 1s essentially perpendicular to the second
axis.

In this embodiment, the upper housing portion can be
rotated about the inclined, first axis relative to the lower
housing portion wherein the second axis essentially forms or
defines a cone about the first axis. In doing so, the plane of the
rim portion of the dish-shaped reflector can be positioned as
desired 1n any of a plurality of orientations essentially
between a substantially horizontal one and a substantially
vertical one. In particular and with the first axis inclined at 45
degrees to the vertical, the plane of the rim portion can be
moved to either a horizontal or vertical orientation and any
orientation therebetween. In a design chosen for reception 1n
the United States, the first axis could be customized to be
inclined at 37.5 degrees to the vertical wherein the plane of
the rim portion of the dish-shaped reflector 1s then movable
from the extremes of horizontal and 15 degrees elevation and
any orientations in between. In particular and as used herein,
any reference to the plane of the rim portion or any other plane
as being positionable substantially or nearly vertically 1s
meant to include such a customized variation. The lower
housing portion and 1ts supporting base could also be marked
for proper azimuth orientation during installation or motor-
1zed 1f desired. Similarly, the adjacent peripheral sections of
the upper and lower housing portions can be so marked for
clevation and skew.

In the embodiments for a satellite dish antenna, the rim
portion of the dish-shaped retlector 1s preferably covered and
the covered retlector becomes part of the protective housing
or enclosure. As compared to a typical radome design 1n
which the entire dome of the radome must be made of expen-
stve, radio frequency (RF) permeable material, only the cover
over or across the rim portion of the dish-shaped reflector
must then be made of such material. This 1s the case because
in the present design, the dish-shaped reflector 1s fixed to and
moves with the housing or enclosure 1n contrast to the typical
radome design in which the dish-shaped reflector moves
within and relative to the radome. The present design greatly
reduces the cost of the system and even offers the user the
option of making the cover out of more expensive and supe-
rior RF permeable material at less than or at least no addi-
tional, overall cost beyond a typical radome design made
entirely of an inferior RF permeable material. That 1s, the
cover can be made of the more expensive, better performing
material and the rest of the housing of a much cheaper mate-
rial as the dish-shaped retlector only recerves signals through
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the cover and no other part of the protective housing as 1s the
case 1n a typical radome. The result can be not only 1s a better
performing antenna but also a less expensive one. Addition-
ally, the design of the present invention with or without the
cover also allows the rest of the enclosure to be made out of
non-radio frequency permeable material or materials if
desired that would be tailored to a specific application such as
ultraviolet (UV) or heat resistance.

Another major advantage of the present design as 1t 1s
applied to house or enclose a satellite dish antenna 1s that the
dish-shaped reflector can be easily skewed manually 1n com-
parisonto a typical radome design. This 1s the case whether or
not a protective cover 1s provided over or across the rim
portion of the retlector. That 1s, common radome designs
require that the entire dome be removed to manually skew the
antenna whereas the design of the present mvention only
requires that the protective cover be removed (i1 one 1s used).
Otherwise, the antenna can be manually skewed directly ifno
protective cover 1s provided. The same 1s true for making
other, common adjustments.

Other advantages of the present mvention are also pro-
vided. As for example and since the protective housing or
enclosure can assume a storage position that 1s shorter than
the maximum height of the antenna element (be it a dish-
shaped reflector or other antenna), a larger antenna can be
used than 1n a typical radome design in which the storage
height 1s as high or higher than the maximum dimension of
the antenna. Being able to use a larger antenna (e.g., larger
diameter retlector) can then offer a higher gain for better
reception. The present design also allows for a large, interior
space or volume for more electronics and devices (e.g., rotors,
amplifiers, wireless transmitters, motors, and additional
antennas ) 1f desired.

In the embodiments for a satellite dish antenna, the dish-
shaped reflector can be recessed 1nto the housing and covered
or not covered as discussed above. It could also be fixed to the
outside of the housing 1f desired and the same 1s true for other
antennas such as single frequency, narrowband frequency,
and broadband frequency ones. That 1s, the basic design of the
housing can be used as an adjustable mount with the antenna
cither mounted inside the housing or to 1ts exterior. The basic
design of the housing also permits it to be mounted on sloped
surfaces such as aroof with the inclined angle of the upper and
lower housing portions modified accordingly or an addi-
tional, tilt adjustment member could be provided. Further, in
instances where height 1s not critical, the housing can be made
more aerodynamic by capping the retlector with an arched
cover. This would give the housing an overall spherical or
other aesthetic and aerodynamic shape more suitable for
marine and vehicle tracking applications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1a-1d are a series of views of one embodiment of the
enclosure system of the present invention with the upper or
clevation housing portion rotated relative to the lower or
azimuth housing portion to orient the planar section of the
upper housing portion substantially horizontally. In doing so,
the antenna element within the upper housing (e.g., a dish-
shaped reflector) 1s pointed upwardly at substantially 90
degrees to the horizontal.

FIGS. 2a-2d are a similar series of views of the enclosure
system of FIG. 1 with the upper housing portion rotated
relative to the lower housing portion to the other extreme with
the planar section of the upper housing portion nearly verti-
cal.
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FIGS. 3a-3¢ are a further series of views of the enclosure
system with the upper housing portion rotated relative to the

lower housing portion to a position between the extremes of
FIGS. 1a-1d and 2a-2d.

FIG. 4 1s an exploded, perspective view of the upper and
lower housing portions of the enclosure system and the sat-
cllite dish antenna arrangement positioned within the upper
or elevation housing portion.

FIG. 5 1s an exploded, side view of the enclosure system
and antenna of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 1s a cross-sectional view of the enclosure system 1n
use with a satellite dish antenna arrangement.

FIGS. 7a-7c are a series of views of the enclosure system 1n
its stowed position of FIG. 1a-1d.

FIGS. 8a-8c are a series of further views of the enclosure
system at an elevation of 45 degrees as 1n FIG. 3a-3e.

FIGS. 9 and 10 show mathematical representations of the
various angles and look directions the basic enclosure system
of the present invention can be built to accommodate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As shown 1n the series of views of FIGS. 1a-14d, the enclo-
sure system 1 of this embodiment of the present mvention
includes an upper or elevation housing portion 3 (FIG. 1c¢)
that 1s rotatably mounted to a lower or azimuth housing por-
tion 5. In the position of FIG. 1c¢, the planar section 7 of the
upper housing portion 3 1s oriented substantially horizontally.
In doing so and as explained 1n more detail below, the antenna
clement within the upper housing 3 (e.g., a dish-shaped
reflector) 1s pointed upwardly at substantially 90 degrees to
the horizontal. As indicated above, the upper housing portion
3 1s rotatably mounted to the lower housing portion 5 and can
be rotated about the axis 2 to the other extreme position of the
series of views of FIG. 2a-2d. In the position of FIG. 2¢, the
planar section 7 of the upper housing portion 3 1n this embodi-
ment 1s nearly vertical with the antenna element 1n it pointing,
nearly horizontally. The further series of views of FIG. 3a-3¢
then show the upper housing portion 3 rotated relative to the
lower housing portion 5 to a position between the extremes of
FIGS. 1a-ad and 2a-24d.

The enclosure system 1 of the present invention can be used
with any number of antenna elements including the satellite
antenna arrangement with the dish-shaped retlector 11 shown
in FIGS. 4-6. With such an arrangement, the dish-shaped
reflector 11 1s preferably mounted within the upper housing
portion 3 and protected and enclosed by a cover 13. The cover
13 1s made of a radio frequency (RF) permeable material and
in contrast with typical radome designs, only the cover 13 of
the present mvention needs be made of such relatively expen-
stve RF permeable matenal versus the entire dome 1n a typical
radome design. That 1s, the dish-shaped reflector 11 1n the
embodiment of FIGS. 1-6 1s fixed to the upper housing por-
tion 3 and moves with 1t. Consequently, only the cover 13
needs to be made of RF permeable material at great cost
savings over a normal radome design in which the entire
dome needs to be made of such material because the dish-
shaped reflector in typical radome designs moves within and
relative to the stationary dome. In addition to such cost sav-
ings, the present design offers the user the option of making
the cover 13 out of more expensive and superior RF perme-
able material at less than or at least no additional, overall cost
beyond a typical radome design made entirely of an inferior
RF permeable material. That 1s, the cover 13 can be made of
the more expensive, better performing material and the rest of
the housing of a much cheaper material or materials for spe-
cial applications such as ultraviolet or heat resistance. This 1s
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the case because the dish-shaped reflector 11 of the present
invention only receives signals through the cover 13 and no
other part of the protective housing 1n contrast to a typical
radome design. The result can be not only a better performing
antenna but also a less expensive one.

The dish-shaped reflector 11 1s preferably covered at 13 in
FIGS. 1a-6 but can be uncovered if desired. Regardless, an
advantage of the present design 1s that the dish-shaped retlec-
tor 11 can be easily skewed manually in comparison to a
typical radome design. This 1s the case whether or not a
protective cover 13 1s provided over or across the rim portion
15 of the reflector 11. That 1s, common radome designs
require that the entire dome be removed to manually skew the
antenna whereas the design of the present imnvention only
requires that the protective cover 13 be removed (if one 1s
used). Otherwise, the antenna can be manually skewed
directly 11 no protective cover 13 1s provided. The same 1s true
for making other, common adjustments.

A major advantage of the present invention in this embodi-
ment as best seen 1n FIG. 75 1s that 1t can assume a stowed
position with the planar section 7 ol the upper housing portion
3 extending substantially horizontally. In doing so, the mini-
mum height of the upper housing portion 3 (e.g., 15 inches) 1s
then less than the diameter of this planar section 7 (e.g., 19
inches) and less than the diameter (e.g., 18 inches) of the
dish-shaped reflector 11 of FIG. 6. That 1s, the protective
housing or enclosure can assume a storage position that 1s
shorter than the maximum height (1.e., diameter) of the
antenna element (be 1t a dish-shaped reflector such as 11 or
other antenna). This 1s the case whether or not a cover 13 1s
provided and whether or not the dish-shaped reflector 11 1s
flush with the planar section 7 or slightly recessed below it.
Consequently, for any desired storage height, a larger antenna
can be used than in a typical radome design 1n which the
storage height 1s as high or higher than the maximum dimen-
sion of the antenna. Being able to use a larger antenna (e.g.,
larger diameter retlector) can then offer a higher gain for
better reception. The present design also allows for a large,
interior space or volume for more electronics and devices
(e.g., rotors, amplifiers, wireless transmitters, motors, and
additional antennas) 1f desired. The preferred embodiment
can be used as a standalone, portable unit weighing about
16-20 pounds and provided with a convenient, carrying
handle 21 (FIGS. 5 and 6).

In operation, it 1s seen 1n FIGS. 1-3 that with a satellite dish
antenna or other antenna, the enclosure system 1 of this
embodiment of the present mvention includes at least the
upper and lower housing portions 3,5 that are mounted to each
other for rotational movement about a first axis 2 inclined to
the vertical. As shown i FIGS. 4-6, the upper and lower
housing portions 3.5 of this embodiment have respective,
substantially circular peripheral sections 17,19 extending
about the first axis 2 (FIG. 6) and abutting one another 1n the
assembled position of FIGS. 1a-3e and 6. The sections 17,19
extend substantially parallel to each other and to a plane 4
(FIG. 6) that 1s substantially perpendicular to the inclined,
first axis 2. With the illustrated embodiments having a satel-
lite antenna arrangement, the dish-shaped retlector 11 1s
mounted to the upper housing portion 3 to extend substan-
tially about a second axis 6 (FIG. 6) that substantially inter-
sects the first axis 2 at an 1inclined angle. The dish-shaped
reflector 11 has a substantially circular rim portion 15 (FIGS.
4-6) extending about the second axis 6 (FIG. 6) substantially
in a plane that 1s essentially perpendicular to the second axis
6.

In this embodiment, the upper housing portion 3 can be
rotated about the inclined, first axis 2 relative to the lower
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6

housing portion 5 wherein the second axis 6 essentially forms
or defines a cone about the first axis 2. In doing so, the plane
of the rnm portion 15 of the dish-shaped reflector 11 1n FIG. 6
like the planar section 7 of the upper housing portion 3 1n
FIGS. 1-3 can be positioned as desired 1n any of a plurality of
orientations essentially between a substantially horizontal
one and a substantially vertical one. In particular and with the
first axis 2 inclined at 45 degrees to the vertical in this embodi-
ment, the plane of the rim portion 15 of the dish-shaped
reflector 11 can be moved to either a horizontal or vertical
orientation and any orientation therebetween. In a design
chosen for reception 1n the United States, the first axis 2 could
be customized to be inclined at 37.5 degrees to the vertical
wherein the plane of the rnm portion 15 of the dish-shaped
reflector 11 1s then movable from the extremes of horizontal
and 15 degrees elevation and any orientations 1n between. In
particular and as used herein, any reference to the plane of the
rim portion 15 of the dish-shaped reflector 11 or any other
plane such as the planar section 7 of the upper housing 3 as
being positionable substantially or nearly vertically 1s meant
to mclude such a customized vanation. The lower housing
portion 5 and 1ts supporting base 5' 1n FIGS. 4-6 could also be
marked for proper azimuth orientation during installation or
motorized 1T desired. Stmilarly, the adjacent, peripheral sec-
tions 17,19 of the upper and lower housings could be so

marked as 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 75 and 85 for proper elevation
orientation.

In the embodiments for a satellite dish antenna, the dish-
shaped reflector 11 can be recessed into the housing and
covered or not covered as discussed above. It could also be
fixed to the outside of the housing if desired and the same 1s
true for other antenna elements such as single frequency,
narrowband, and broadband ones. That 1s, the basic design of
the housing can be used as an adjustable mount with the
antenna either mounted inside the housing or to its exterior.
The basic design of the housing also permits it to be mounted
on sloped surfaces such as aroof with the inclined angle of the
upper and lower housing portions modified accordingly or an
additional, tilt adjustment member could be provided. Fur-
ther, 1n 1nstances where height 1s not critical, the housing can
be made more acrodynamic by capping the retlector with an
arched cover. This would give the housing an overall spheri-
cal or other aesthetic and aecrodynamic shape more suitable
for marine and vehicle tracking applications.

Although specific examples of various angles including
3’7.5 and 45 degrees have been shown and described 1n detail,
FIGS. 9 and 10 includes mathematical representations of the
wider range of angles and look directions the basic enclosure
system 1 of the present invention could be built to accommo-
date. As for example, the abutting sections 17 and 19 of the
carlier 1llustrations were shown in simplified versions as
being substantially complements of one another. However,
they could be of widely varying and different sizes, shapes,
and angles per the mathematical representations of FIGS. 9
and 10. The angle of the lower or bottom housing portion 1n
FIGS. 9 and 10 could be 45 degrees for example and the angle
of the upper or top housing portion 15 degrees for example to
then direct the upward look angle at 15 degrees to the hori-
zontal. Consistent with the mathematical representations,
nearly any angle combinations can be created as desired for
any particular application. Also, the basic enclosure system 1
as noted has been 1illustrated in simplified versions with at
least upper and lower housing portions but could have any
number of portions consistent with the ability of the present
invention to be able to assume a wide variety of orientations
of the antenna within the mathematical representations of
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FIGS. 9 and 10. It 1s also noted that the antenna of the present
invention could be a recetving and/or transmitting one.

The above disclosure sets forth a number of embodiments
ol the present invention described 1n detail with respect to the
accompanying drawings. Those skilled in this art will appre- 5
ciate that various changes, modifications, other structural
arrangements, and other embodiments could be practiced
under the teachings of the present invention without departing,
from the scope of this mnvention as set forth in the following
claims. In particular, 1t 1s noted that the word substantially 1s 10
utilized herein to represent the inherent degree of uncertainty
that may be attributed to any quantitative comparison, value,
measurement or other representation. This term 1s also uti-
lized herein to represent the degree by which a quantitative
representation may vary from a stated reference without 15
resulting 1n a change in the basic function of the subject
matter involved.

We claim:

1. An enclosure system for a satellite antenna arrangement
having a dish-shaped reflector, said enclosure system having 20
at least upper and lower housing portions, said upper housing
portion being mounted to the lower housing portion for rota-
tional movement relative to the lower housing portion about a
first axis inclined to the vertical, said upper and lower housing
portions having respective sections extending substantially 25
about said first axis and substantially abutting one another
about the first axis in an operating position, said abutting
sections 1n said operating position extending substantially
parallel to a common plane,

said dish-shaped reflector of said satellite antenna arrange- 30

ment being mounted to said upper housing portion to
extend substantially about a second axis substantially
intersecting said first axis at an inclined angle, said dish-
shaped reflector having a substantially circular rim sec-
tion extending substantially about the second axis sub- 35
stantially 1in a plane substantially perpendicular to said
second axis, said upper housing portion being rotatable
about the first axis relative to the lower housing portion
wherein said second axis substantially forms a cone
about the first axis to selectively position the plane of the 40
rim portion of the dish-shaped reflector 1n a plurality of
orientations.

2. The enclosure system of claim 1 wherein said upper
housing portion includes a cover of radio frequency perme-
able material extending over the rim portion of the dish- 45
shaped reflector to enclose the dish-shaped reflector within
the upper housing portion.

3. The enclosure system of claim 2 wherein the cover 1s
made of a different material than the remainder of the upper
housing. 50

4. The enclosure system of claim 3 wherein the radio fre-
quency permeability of the maternial of the cover 1s substan-
tially higher than the material of the remainder of the upper
housing portion.

5. The enclosure system of claim 4 wherein the radio fre- 55
quency permeability of the matenal of the cover 1s substan-
tially higher than the material of the lower housing portion.

6. The enclosure system of claim 1 wherein said substan-
tially circular, rim portion of the dish-shaped reflector has a
diameter and the minimum vertical height of the upper hous- 60
ing portion with said plane 1n a substantially horizontal ori-
entation 1s less than said diameter.

7. The enclosure system of claim 1 wherein said dish-
shaped reflector 1s mounted to said upper housing portion 1n
a fixed position relative thereto. 65

8. The enclosure system of claim 1 wherein the abutting
sections of the upper and lower housing portions are substan-
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tially circular about the first axis and extend substantially at
the same distance from the first axis wherein the plane of the
rim portion of the dish-shaped retlector 1s selectively posi-
tionable between a substantially horizontal position and a
substantially vertical position.

9. The enclosure system of claim 8 wherein said substan-
tially circular, im portion of the dish-shaped reflector has a
diameter and the minimum vertical height of the upper hous-
ing portion with said plane in said substantially horizontal
position 1s less than said diameter.

10. An enclosure system for an antenna, said enclosure
system having at least upper and lower housing portions with
the upper housing portion being mounted to the lower hous-
ing portion for rotational movement relative thereto about a
first ax1s inclined to the vertical, said upper and lower housing
portions having respective sections extending substantially
about the first axis and substantially abutting one another
about the first axis 1n an operating position, said sections 1n
said operating position extending substantially parallel to a
common, first plane, said antenna being mounted to said
upper housing portion to move therewith wherein the upper
housing portion can be rotated about said first axis to substan-
tially form a cone with a second axis substantially intersect-
ing and inclined to said first axis to selectively position a
second plane substantially perpendicular to said second axis
in a plurality of orientations.

11. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein the antenna
includes a dish-shaped reflector having a substantially circu-
lar rim portion extending about said second axis substantially
in said second plane perpendicular to said second axis
wherein the rim portion of said dish-shaped reflector can be
selectively positioned 1n a plurality of orientations.

12. The enclosure system of claim 11 further including a
cover of radio frequency permeable material extending over
the rim portion of the dish-shaped reflector to enclose the
dish-shaped retlector within the upper housing portion.

13. The enclosure system of claim 12 wherein the cover 1s
made of a different material than the remainder of the upper
housing.

14. The enclosure system of claim 13 wherein the radio
frequency permeability of the material of the cover 1s sub-
stantially higher than the material of the remainder of the
upper housing portion.

15. The enclosure system of claim 13 wherein the radio
frequency permeability of the material of the cover 1s sub-
stantially higher than the material of the lower housing por-
tion.

16. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein the abutting
sections of the upper and lower housing portions are substan-
tially circular about the first axis and extend substantially at
the same distance from the first axis wherein the second plane
1s selectively positionable between a substantially horizontal
position and a substantially vertical position.

17. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein said dish-
shaped retlector 1s mounted to said upper housing portion in
a fixed position relative thereto.

18. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein the antenna
includes a dish-shaped reflector with a substantially circular
rim portion extending about the second axis 1n said second
plane and the abutting sections of the upper and lower hous-
ing portions are substantially circular about the first axis and
extend substantially at the same distance from the first axis
wherein the second plane of the rnm portion of the dish-
shaped reflector 1s selectively positionable between a sub-
stantially horizontal position and a substantially vertical posi-
tion.
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19. The enclosure system of claim 18 wherein said sub-
stantially circular rim portion of the dish-shaped reflector has
a diameter and the minimum vertical height of the upper
housing portion with said second plane 1n said substantially
horizontal position 1s less than said diameter.

20. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein said second
plane defines a circular plane within said cone having a first
diameter and the minimum vertical height of the upper hous-
ing portion with said second plane 1n a substantially horizon-
tal orientation 1s less than said diameter.

21. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein the antenna
extends substantially 1n said second plane perpendicular to
said second axis.

22. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein said antenna
1s at least one of a single frequency, narrowband frequency,
and broadband frequency antenna.

23. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein said antenna
1s at least one of a recerving and transmitting antenna.

24. The enclosure system of claim 10 wherein said antenna
1s both a recerving and transmitting antenna.
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