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1
VENTING BABY BOTTLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Traditional baby bottles often did not have any venting
means and, as a result, a vacuum can form inside the bottle
during use. This vacuum caused air bubbles to form within the
liquid (e.g., formula, milk, etc) being ingested by the infant.
Ingestion of air bubbles by infants 1s believed to cause stom-
ach aches, gas or colic.

Vented baby bottles were developed to solve this problem
and exist with various designs. However, some designs are
flawed. For example, certain venting baby bottles leak
through the passages that were designed to allow for the air
venting. Others are known to be difficult to clean.

Accordingly, a need exists for a venting baby bottle that
allows for air exchange to prevent a vacuum from forming
during use of the bottle. Another need exists for a venting
baby bottle that does not leak. A further need exists for a
venting baby bottle that 1s easy to clean.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a venting baby bottle that
has an outer container, and inner container and a gasket. The
outer container has an open top, one or more side channels,
wherein the open top 1s adapted to receive a cap. The inner
container 1s adapted to fit within the outer container, and has
a base, a tapered neck, and a vent means at the base of the
inner container. The gasket includes a gasket base adapted to
{it the neck of the inner container, one or more gasket chan-
nels, and a lip. When the mnner container 1s placed within the
outer container, a reservoir 1s defined between the neck of the
inner container and the outer container. In an aspect, the
volume of the side channels is less than the volume of the
reservolr. The vent means can be, for example, a vent tube
having an opened end that extending upwardly into the inner
container. The baby bottle of the present mvention also
includes a cap adapted to receive a nipple and having one or
more vent openings. When having liquid therein and inverted
and 1n use, an air passage 1s established from air outside the
baby bottle to a point inside of the inner container (e.g., from
a point outside the venting baby bottle, through one or more
vent openings 1n the cap, through the gasket channel, through
a space between the inner container and the outer container,
and to a point inside the inner container). The baby bottle of
the present invention can further include 1indicia to indicate a
point to which the venting baby bottle 1s filled with a liquid,
and the 1ndicia 1s placed on the outer container, inner con-
tainer when the outer container 1s transparent or translucent,
or both.

In another embodiment, the venting baby bottle includes an
outer container having an open top, wherein the open top 1s
adapted to receive a cap; an inner container, adapted to {it
within the outer container, wherein the inner container has a
base, a tapered neck, and a vent tube projecting upwardly into
the inner container; and a gasket having a gasket base adapted
to fit the neck of the inner container, one or more gasket
channels, and a lip. When the inner container is placed within
the outer container, a reservoir 1s defined between the neck of
the inner container and the outer container, and an inter-
container space 1s defined between the outside surface of the
base of the inner container and inside surface of the outer
container.

In yet another embodiment, the present invention pertains
to a venting baby bottle having a reservoir, a means for pre-
venting the liquid from leaking from the cap and a means for
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venting air from a point outside of the venting baby bottle to
a point within the reservoir. The reservoir 1s defined by aneck
ol a inner container positioned within an outer container. The
inner container includes a base with an outer surface, a vent
means, and the neck. The outer container has a cylindrical
wall with an inner surface, a bottom, and an open top adapted
to receive a cap. The mner container and the outer container
are adapted to have an inter-container space between the outer
surface of the mner container base and inner surface of the
outer container. The reservoir volume i1s greater than the
inter-container volume. When the venting baby bottle 1s 1n an
inverted position, in use and has liquid therein, the vent means
provides for venting from the inter-container space to a point
in the interior of the mner container. An air passage 1s estab-
lished and communicates from a point outside of the venting
baby bottle to a point in the interior of the mnner container. In
an aspect, the means for preventing the liquid from leaking
from the cap and the means for venting air {rom a point within
the reservoir 1s a gasket having a lip and one or more gasket
channels.

The present invent further relates to a venting baby bottle
system. The system has one or more of the following items,
which are further described herein: an outer container, an
inner container, a gasket, a cap, and a baby bottle nipple. The
system can further include accessories used to clean the baby
bottle system.

The present invention includes methods for using the vent-
ing baby bottle described herein. The steps of the method
include placing liquid therein; and allowing an infant to suck
from the bottle 1n an inverted position, thereby establishing an
air passage between the air outside of the venting baby bottle
and a point inside the inner container. During use, air from the
outside of the baby bottle displaces liquid consumed by an
infant during use.

The venting baby bottle of the present invention has numer-
ous advantages. The baby bottle allows for venting of air to
prevent a vacuum from building up within the bottle during
use, thereby preventing the ingestion of air bubbles by the
infant using the bottle. The baby bottle allows for venting
while at the same time prevents leaks from the cap of the
bottle. Additionally, the design of the baby bottle allows the
bottle and all of 1ts parts to be easily cleaned and/or sterilized.
Yet another advantage of the design of the baby bottle of the
present mnvention 1s that the pieces fit easily together making
it easy for the user to assemble and disassemble.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages
of the invention will be apparent from the following more
particular description of preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion, as 1illustrated 1n the accompanying drawings 1in which
like reference characters refer to the same parts throughout
the different views. The drawings are not necessarily to scale,
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles
of the ivention.

FIG. 1 1s a schematic of a side view of the venting baby
bottle of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic of another view of the venting baby
bottle of the present invention.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic of a bottom view of the venting baby
bottle of the present invention.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic of a top view of the venting baby
bottle of the present invention.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic of a cross sectional view of the
venting baby bottle of the present invention.
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FIG. 6 1s a schematic of a detailed view of a cross section of
the bottom of the venting baby bottle of the present invention.

FI1G. 7 1s aschematic of a detailed view of a cross section of
the top of the venting baby bottle of the present invention

FIG. 8 1s a schematic of the pieces of the venting baby
bottle of the present invention and their relationship to fit one
another.

FIG. 9 1s a schematic of a cross sectional view of the
venting baby bottle of the present invention with liquid
therein filled to the fill line 1n an upright position.

FIG. 10 1s a schematic of a cross sectional view of the
venting baby bottle of the present invention with liquid
therein filled to the fill line 1n an mverted position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A description of preferred embodiments of the mvention
follows.

The present invention relates to a baby bottle that has a
unique design to allow air to vent to the outside of the bottle.
The design of the vented baby bottle includes an inner con-
tainer that resides within an outer container, and has a spe-
cially designed gasket that allows for venting but also pre-
vents leaks.

FIG. 1 shows a side view of the venting baby bottle of the
present invention. The baby bottle includes outer container 2,
inner container (not shown), gasket (not shown), bottle cap 6
with vent openings 12A-C (vent openings 12D-12F not
shown), and nipple 8 having nipple tip 40. The outer container
1s made to recetve the nner container. The diameter of the
outer container 1s slightly larger than the diameter of the base
of the 1nner container, as described 1n more detailed herein.
The outer container, together with the inner container, is
adapted such that they can be filled with liquid to be con-
sumed by an infant. The outer container has a volume that can
hold between about 3 ounces to about 14 ounces of liquid
(e.g., between about 8 and about 12 ounces). The desired
liquad utilized 1n the bottle includes, for example, formula,
milk, juice, water and any other liquid suitable for an infant.

Outer container 2 further includes fill lines 38 A and 38B.
The outer container can include any indication that allows the
user to ascertain up to which point the baby bottle should be
filled. The indicia to indicate the point at which the bottle
should be filled includes lines, markings, symbols, words,
and the like. In the case 1n which the outer container is
transparent, such indicia can be placed on the inner container.
Additionally, the mner or outer container can be shaped to
indicate the point to which the bottle should be filled. For
example, as described in more detail, the inner container has
a neck that tapers and the beginning of the tapering of the neck
1s an mdication of the point to which the bottle can be filled.
Indicia of the fill line are present to allow for the bottle to be
filled to a proper volume. The volume of the liquid impacts the
establishment of an air passage. In the case in which the
venting baby bottle of the present invention 1s overtilled, then
an air passage, under certain circumstances, could be pre-
vented from begin established. In an aspect, the venting baby
bottle includes an indicia signifying the point to which the
bottle 1s filled.

Referring to FIG. 2, the outer container further imncludes
side channels, including side channels 10A and 10B (side
channel 10C now shown), running along the side of outer
container 2. The channels are a trough with essentially a
U-shaped cross-section. The channels begin at a point at or
near the bottom of the outer container and run to a point at or
near the reservoir formed when the 1nner container 1s placed
within the outer container, which 1s further described herein.
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In this embodiment, there are three side channels. The chan-
nels can be of any shape or size to facilitate the establishment
of an air passage when the venting baby bottle of the present
invention 1s 1n use, and inverted. The channel can begin at any
point at or near the bottom of the outer container so long as
one of the channels communicates with the vent tube 1n the
inner container. The channel can continue to any point so long
as the channel communicates with air 1n the reservoir. When
the baby bottle 1s upright, the channels are shown 1n the
figures to run 1n a vertical fashion. However, the channels of
the bottle of the present mvention can run 1n any direction
(e.g., angled, curved, and the like) so long as the channel
communicates with the vent tube of the mnner container and
the air mside the reservoir. The channel can have a cross-
section that 1s “U” shaped, but can also be “V” shaped, “C”
shaped, an 1rregular shaped, or any shape.

One or more channels can be present. Although there are
three channels i the embodiment shown 1n the figures, any
number of channels can be used (between about 2 and about
20 channels). In an embodiment, several channels are used so
that when the bottle 1s inverted (inverted position shown in
FIG. 10), an air passage 1s established somewhere in the
bottle. In this instance, a channel can be filled with liquid on
one side, while another channel 1s used to establish an air
passage.

FIG. 3 provides a schematic from the bottom view showing,
channels 10A-10C, providing an air space between the outer
surface of mner container 4 and the inner surface of outer
container 2.

However, 1n an embodiment, side channels are not neces-
sary for creating an air space between the mner and outer
containers. An air passage can also be established 1n the space
between the inner container and the outer container. This 1s
referred to herein as the “inter-container” space. When the
inner container 1s placed within the outer container, the inner
and outer containers can adapted and {it such that a space
ex1sts between them. In this case, the inter-container space 1s
defined herein as a “channel” through which an air passage 1s
established when the bottle 1s inverted.

The outer container has a top opening adapted to receive a
cap. FIG. 4 shows cap 6 with a plurality of vent openings,
12A-12F. The embodiment shown 1n FIG. 4 includes 6 vent
openings. One or more vent openings can be included to
establish an air passage when the bottle 1s inverted. In an
embodiment, the vent openings are located 1n more than one
location on the top of the cap such that an air passage can be
established and that they are exposed to air regardless of the
position or rotation of the bottle. Alternatively, a single open-
ing can be used so long as an air passage 1s established, for
example, with the use of a second gasket or modified nipple.

The cap has a center opening to receive nipple 8 having
nipple base (not shown) and nipple tip 40. The center opening
has a s1ze and shape to accommodate nipple base 28. See FIG.
5 and FIG. 7. Nipple base 28 abuts the inner surtace of the cap
and nipple tip 40 passes through the center opening of the cap.

The cap can be adapted 1n several ways i order to be
secured to the outer container. In this embodiment, shown 1n
FIGS. 5 and 7, the inner surface of the cap has threads 18 that
complement and threads 16 on the outer surface of the outer
container, allowing the cap to be screwed onto the outer
container. The cap can be secured to the outer container 1n any
number of ways, e.g., using a latch or locking mechanism,
and the like. The cap can be secured to the bottle in any way
known 1n the art or developed in the future.

FIG. 5, a cross-section, shows inner container 4 fit within
outer container 2. Inner container 4 has base 36 which tapers
to neck 26, and vent tube 30. The inner container 1s adapted to
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fit within the outer container. More specifically, the diameter
of the cylindrical base of the inner container 1s slightly less
than the diameter of the cylindrical outer container such that
the inner container slides 1nto the outer container. The diam-
eter of each can be adjusted to create an air space between the
bottles to allow for venting. Side channels 1n the outer con-
tainer can be used 1n addition to providing additional air space
between the bottles. Through experimentation with various
designs of the venting baby bottle of the present invention,
only a minimal space between the inner and outer containers
1s needed to establish an air passage and allow liquid to tlow.
The space inter-container space, i an embodiment, ranges
from about 0.5 mm to about 2 mm. Although the base of the
inner container and the outer container are cylindrical, as a
container, they can be any shape, e.g., an irregular shape, so
long as the inner container fits 1nto the outer container. In fact,
in an embodiment 1n which channels are used, the channels
can be molded to also form a grip.

Inner container 4 further includes a tapered neck. The
tapering o the neck begins at or near the plane of fill lines 38A
and 38B. The tapering of the neck can begin at any point so
long as the volume of the reservoir 1s maintained to be greater
than the volume of the volume of the inter-container space up
to the fill line.

When the mner container 1s placed within the outer con-
tainer, reservoir 34 1s created. The reservoir 1s the space
defined between the two bottles above the fill line. In particu-
lar, the reservoir 1s defined by the inner surface of the outer
container wall above the fill line, the bottom surface of gasket
lip 24, to the outer surface of gasket base 22. The volume of
the reservoir 1s greater than the volume of the space between
the bottles including the channels below the fill line. The
shape of the reservoir 1s essentially cylindrical, generally
surrounding the neck of the inner container, with a tapered tip.
The reservoir aids in establishing an air passage when 1n
inverted. The establishment of the air passage i1s further
described herein.

FIG. 6 also shows vent tube 30 that extends upwardly to a
point inside the inner container 4. The vent means provides a
structure for establishing an air passage to a point 1nside the
inner container, when the bottle 1s 1n an inverted position (See
FIG. 10). In this case, the vent means 1s a vent tube. As shown
in FIG. 10, the vent tube extends to a point inside the 1inner
container. The vent tube can have a length such that functions
as a “lock” to maintain fluid in the inner container when the
bottle 1s not in use. The length of the vent tube depends on the
length and volume of the bottle. For example, the length of the
vent tube can range between about 4 inch to about 142 inches.
The vent tube can be nigid, as shown 1n the figures, or a
flexible tube.

When the bottle is filled with fluid, the vent tube of the
present invention acts to maintain liqud inside the inner
container when 1t 1s not being used (e.g., when the infant 1s not
sucking on the bottle). When not in use but filled with fluid,
the vent tube acts as a one-way lock and prevents fluid from
going 1n and out of the inner container, and 1s held 1n by the
vacuum created 1n the inner container. During use when 11g-
uid 1s being consumed, air, through the air passage, comes
from outside the bottle to replace the liquid volume being lost
in the mner container.

Any vent means at the bottom of the inner container can be
used so long as the vent means communicate with the inter-
container space when the bottle 1s mnverted and air displaces
the liquid volume being lost when 1n use by an infant. The
vent means extends 1nto the inner container and has an open-
ing through which air and/or fluid can pass.
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The inner and outer containers, and portions thereof (e.g.,
the neck, the base, the vent tube, the threads, etc), can be made
from any material suitable for a baby bottle. The material used
to make the baby bottle 1s preferably a moldable material that
1s safe for an infant. Examples of materials include glass,
plastics, ceramic, stainless steel, polypropylene, polyactide
and the like. Any material known 1n the art or developed in the
future can be used so long as the material 1s suitable for
making a baby bottle. Materials that are suitable for making a
baby bottle include those that are moldable, do not leach
unsafe chemicals such as BPA therefrom, and can be cleaned
and/or sterilized. The material used for the inner container
and/or the outer container can be transparent, translucent,
colored or a combination thereof.

In an embodiment, the inner and outer containers can be
manufactured using blow molding process. Brietly, blow
molding 1s a manufacturing process by which hollow plastic
or glass parts are formed with 1njection blow molding (IBM)
techniques known 1n the art. In the IBM process, the polymer
1s 1njection molded onto a core pin, and then the core pin 1s
rotated to a blow molding station to be 1ntlated and cooled.
The injection molding machine supplies melted polymer to
the mold, and the heated polymer 1s inflated against the mold
walls to form the shape of the inner and/or outer containers.
Techniques known 1n the art or later developed can be used to
make the mner and/or outer containers that are described
herein.

Gasket 14 1s shown 1n FIG. 7 1n a cross sectional view and
shown 1n FIG. 8 1n a perspective view. Gasket 14 has gasket
base 22, gasket lip 24, and gasket channels such as gasket
channel 20A and 20B. See FIG. 8. The gasket has a dual
function. The gasket 1s a means to provide an air passage
between the air space inside the reservoir and the vent open-
ings 1n the cap. The gasket also functions as a seal to prevent
leaks and 1s considered a means for preventing liquid from
leaking from the cap. In particular, the gasket lip provides a
seal between this air passage established 1n part by the gasket
channels and the bottom of the cap

Gasket base 22 1s essentially cylindrical 1in shape and 1s
adapted to fit around the neck of inner container 4. Within the
gasket base, one or more gasket channels exist and run along
its length. Like the side channels, these channels form a
trough with essentially a U-shaped cross section. The gasket
channels begin at a point at or near the bottom of the neck of
the mner container and run to a point at or near the bottom
surface of the cap. In particular, the gasket channels begin at
a point 1nside the reservoir where air space exists and contin-
ues to a point between the bottom surface of the cap and the
upper surface of the gasket lip where an air space exists. The
air space between the bottom surface of the cap and the upper
surface of the gasket lip communicates with the one or more
vent openings 1n the cap to allow for venting. The gasket has
three gasket channels but more or less can exist (e.g., between
about 1 gasket channel and between 10 gasket channels) so
long as there 1s communication of air between the reservoir
and the space between the cap and gasket lip when the bottle
1s f1lled with liquid and mverted. In an embodiment, multiple
gasket channels are used to establish an airway regardless of
the rotation of the bottle when inverted. The gasket channels
can be of any shape or size to facilitate the establishment of
such an air passage. The gasket channels can run in any
direction (e.g., angled, curved, and the like) so long as the
channel establishes the air passage. The gasket channel can
have a cross-section that 1s “U” shaped, but can also be “V”
shaped, “C” shaped, an 1rregular shaped, or any shape.

The gasket lip 1s positioned at or near the top of the gasket
base and forms a tlat ring. The lip forms a seal between the




US 8,967,405 B2

7

upper mside portion of the cap and the cap thread 16, and
provides a barrier to the upper reservoir. The lip design pre-
vents leaks from passing through the threads of cap, while the
gasket channels allow for air passage.

The gasket can be made from a moldable material and has 5
the ability to compress and decompress to form a seal.
Examples of materials that can be used include rubber, sili-
cone, soit plastic, thermoplastic, and the like. The material
can be molded with one or more channels 1n the gasket base
and a lip. Any material known or developed in the future can 10
be used to create the gasket so long as the material can be
molded with one or more of the elements described herein.

In an embodiment, the gasket, cap and/or nipple can be
manufactured using an imjection molding process. Brietly,
injection molding 1s a manufacturing process by which a 15
mold 1s made having the reverse three dimensional conifor-
mation of the 1tem to be manufactured. A heated polymer 1s
injection into the mold and allowed to cure or harden. Tech-
niques known in the art or later developed can be used to make
the gasket, cap and/or nipple that are described herein. 20

FIG. 8 shows each piece of the venting baby bottle of the
present invention, as described herein, and how they fit
together. Accordingly, the present invention includes a vent-
ing baby bottle system or kit with one or more of the follow-
Ing: an outer container, an inner container, a gasket, a nipple, 25
and a cap. The system or kit can further include cleaning
accessories (€.g., a brush), accessories used to mix baby for-
mula, parts of the bottle (e.g., an additional gasket), or a
combination thereof. In an embodiment, the system of the
present invention can include a plurality of inner containers 30
that are or can be pre-filled with formula (e.g., powered or
liquid formula), breast milk, and any other liquid or powder
suitable for an infant. In the case 1n which the mner container
1s pre-filled, caps for the top and the bottom to the inner
container can be provided. 35

When 1n use and upright, the venting baby bottle of the
present invention 1s shown, in an embodiment, 1n FIG. 9.
When upright, liquid 32 1s filled to the fill line. Both the inner
container and the outer container are filled to the same level.

When 1n use and inverted 1n the position shown in FIG. 10, 40
liquid 32 flows toward nipple 8. The liquid that was in the
space between the inner and outer containers fills a portion of
reservoir 34. Liquid 32 1n the inner container flows toward the
nipple and an air space 1s created at the bottom of the inner
container, near the vent tube. As shown 1n the figure, the end 45
of vent tube 30 comes 1nto contact with a point 1n the interior
of the mmner container where air space exists. However, the
end of the vent tube does not need to be 1n contact with the air
inside the inner container because as a vacuum develops 1n the
inner container during use, air from the outside of the bottle 50
displaces the liquid volume consumed to equalize the pres-
sure. The vent tube communicates with the inter-container
space. Air from the outside of the bottle can pass to the inside
of the bottle to reduce a vacuum or prevent a vacuum from
being created. More specifically, air from the outside of the 55
bottle travels through one or more of the vent openings (e.g.,
vent openings 12A-1) 1n the cap, passes through the gasket
channel into air 1n the reservoir. The air passage continues
along the space between the mner container and the outer
container to the vent means (e.g., vent tube 30) to the interior 60
of the mner container. The air passage allows for the air
trapped 1n the baby bottle to be vented properly so that air
bubbles are not consumed by the infant.

Accordingly, the present invention encompasses methods
of using the venting baby bottle described herein. The method 65
includes filling the bottle 1n an upright position to the fill line,
and securing the cap onto the outer container. The method
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includes 1nverting the bottle and placing the nipple in the
infant’s mouth. Upon use of the bottle, an air passage is
established, as described herein. As the infant consumes the
liquid, air tflows or vents through the air passage to relieve or
reduce any vacuum created. The method further includes
disassembling the bottle and cleaning the pieces of the bottle.

EXEMPLIFICATION

The venting baby bottle shown 1n the figures was made.
The venting baby bottle was conceptualized and sketched. A
prototype was made using Stereolithography (SLA) technol-
ogy. The prototype was tested and experiments were per-
formed to validate that 1t works as described herein.

The relevant teachings of all the references, patents and/or
patent applications cited herein are incorporated herein by
reference in their entirety.

While this mvention has been particularly shown and
described with references to preferred embodiments thereot,
it will be understood by those skilled 1n the art that various
changes 1 form and details may be made therein without
departing from the scope of the invention encompassed by the
appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A venting baby bottle, comprising:

a) an outer container having an open top, one or more side
channels, wherein the open top 1s adapted to receive a
cap, and wherein the side channel has a volume;

b) an iner container, adapted to fit within the outer con-
tainer, wherein the inner container has a base, a tapered
neck that narrows toward the open top, and a vent at the
base of the 1nner container; and

¢) a gasket having a gasket base adapted to fit the neck of
the inner container, one or more gasket channels, and a
lip:

wherein, when the mner container 1s placed within the outer
container, a reservoir 1s defined between the neck of the inner
container and the outer container, wherein the reservoir has a
volume, wherein when the venting baby bottle has liquid, 1s
inverted, and 1s 1n use, an air passage 1s established from a
point outside the venting baby bottle, through a space
between the inner container and the outer container, to a point
inside the inner container.

2. The venting baby bottle of claim 1, wherein the volume
of the side channels 1s less than the volume of the reservorr.

3. The venting baby bottle of claim 1, wherein, the vent 1s
a means that comprises a vent tube having an opened end that
extends upwardly into the inner container.

4. The venting baby bottle of claim 1, further including a
cap adapted to receive a nipple and having one or more vent
openings.

5. The venting baby bottle of claim 1, further comprising
indicia to indicate a point to which the venting baby bottle 1s
filled with a liquad.

6. The venting baby bottle of claim 5, wherein the indicia 1s
placed on the outer container, inner container when the outer
container 1s transparent or translucent, or both.

7. A venting baby bottle, comprising:

a) an outer container having an open top, wherein the open

top 1s adapted to receive a cap;

b) an mner container, adapted to fit within the outer con-
tainer, wherein the inner container has a base, a tapered
neck that narrows toward the open top, and a vent tube
projecting upwardly into the inner container; and

c) a gasket having a gasket base adapted to fit the neck of
the inner container, one or more gasket channels, and a

lip:
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wherein, when the inner container 1s placed within the outer
container, a reservoir 1s defined between the neck of the inner
container and the outer container, wherein the reservoir has a
volume, and an inter-container space 1s defined between the
outside surface of the base of the inner container and inside
surface of the outer container, wherein when the venting baby
bottle has liquid, 1s mverted, and 1s 1n use, an air passage 1s
established from a point outside the venting baby bottle,
through the inter-container space, to a point iside the con-
tainer.

8. The venting baby bottle of claim 7, further including a

cap with one or more vent openings.

9. A venting baby bottle, comprising:

a) a reservoir defined by a neck of an ner container
positioned within an outer container, said inner con-
tainer having a base with an outer surface, a vent means,
and the neck that narrows toward the open top, said outer
container having a cylindrical wall with an inner surface,
a bottom, and an open top adapted to recerve a cap,
wherein the reservoir has a reservoir volume; the inner
container and the outer container are adapted to have an
inter-container space between the outer surface of the
inner container base and mner surface of the outer con-
tainer; the space has an inter-container volume; wherein
the reservoir volume 1s greater than the inter-container
volume; wherein, when said venting baby bottle 1s 1n an
inverted position, 1n use and has liquid therein, the vent
means provides for venting from the inter-container
space to a point 1n the interior of the inner container;

b) a means for preventing the liquid from leaking from the
cap; and

¢) a means for venting air, when the venting baby bottle 1s
in the mverted position, from a point outside of the
venting baby bottle to a point within the reservoir;

wherein an air passage 1s established and communicates from
a point outside of the venting baby bottle to a point 1n the
interior of the mner container, wherein the air passage com-
municates from air outside of the venting baby bottle, through
the 1ntra-container space, to the point in the interior of the
inner container.
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10. The venting baby bottle of claim 9, wherein the means
for preventing the liquid from leaking from the cap and the
means for venting air from a point within the reservoir both
comprise a gasket having a lip and one or more gasket chan-
nels.

11. A venting baby bottle system, comprising;:

a) one or more outer containers, wherein the outer con-
tamner has an open top, one or more side channels,
wherein the open top 1s adapted to receive a cap;

b) one or more mner containers, wherein the mner con-
tainer 1s adapted to fit within the outer container, and
wherein the mner container has a base, a tapered neck
that narrows toward the open top, and a vent tube pro-
jecting upwardly into the inner container;

¢) one or more gaskets, wherein the gasket has a gasket
base adapted to fit the neck of the inner container, one or
more gasket channels at the gasket base, and a lip;

d) one or more caps, wherein the cap has one or more vent
openings adapted to fit the top of the outer container, and
anipple opeming, adapted to receive a baby bottle nipple;
and

¢) one or more baby bottle nipples that fit the cap,
wherein a combination of one of each of items “a)” through
“e)” forms a venting baby bottle, and wherein when the vent-
ing baby bottle has liquid, 1s mverted, and 1s 1n use, an air
passage 1s established from a point outside the venting baby
bottle, through the inter-container space, to a point inside the
container.

12. A method of using the venting baby bottle of claim 1,
the steps turther comprise:

a) placing liquid therein; and

b) allowing an infant to suck from the bottle 1n an mnverted
position, thereby establishing an air passage between the
air outside of the venting baby bottle and a point 1nside
the inner container.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein air from the outside of

the baby bottle displaces liquid consumed by an infant during
use.
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