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1
DECORATIVE CASE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention 5

The present invention relates to a case or cover for an 1item
that has decorative accessories.

2. Description of the Related Art

With the proliferation of electronic devices 1n modern soci-
ety, so too has demand increased for individualization of these 10
devices. One way to individualize a device 1s to have a case or
cover that includes decorative items showing an owner’s spe-
cific iterests. These interests may include branded products,
sports teams, etc.

A common way of decorating such a case or coveristouse 15
adhesives to apply an appropriately shaped bead or similar
object. However, the use of adhesives to apply decorative
items has drawbacks. The adhesive may wear ofl after time
particularly if a decorative item 1s removed and replaced.
Additionally, adhesives may not hold decorative items 20
securely enough. This can be an 1ssue with a case or cover that
1s held on a user’s body where body movements or incidental
contact can cause the decorative items to come loose. Simi-
larly, systems consisting of a peg/post and a receptacle for
applying decorative items may have the same problems. 25

Therefore there 1s a need for a case or cover that allows for
removal and replacement of decorative accessories based on
a user’s tastes while securely attaching the decorative acces-
SOries.

30
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Disclosed herein 1s a case for a portable electronic device
that comprises a first section having a first plurality of aper-
tures, a second section having a second plurality of apertures, 35
and a plurality of decorative pieces. The second section 1s
slideable 1n relation to the first section such that the second
plurality of apertures overlaps the first plurality of apertures
when the first section and the second section are in a first
position or 1n a second position. Each decorative piece has a 40
base and the base of each decorative piece 1s sized and con-
figured to pass through a first overlap region defined by an
aperture of the first plurality of apertures and an aperture of
the second plurality of apertures when the first and second
sections are 1n the first position. 45

Further, the base 1s sized and configured such that the base
1s held 1n a locked engagement 1n a second overlap region
defined by an aperture of the first plurality of apertures and an
aperture of the second plurality of apertures when the firstand
second sections are in the second position. 50

In another preferred embodiment the plurality of decora-
tive pieces each have a top portion and the top portion 1s sized
and configured such that the top portion 1s not able to pass
through either a first overlap region or a second overlap
region. 55

In yet another preferred embodiment the case further com-
prises an indicator attached to the first section or the second
section that indicates when the first and the second section are
in the first position.

In still another preferred embodiment each of the second 60
plurality of apertures of the second section have a detent, and
wherein the base of each of the decorative pieces 1s sized and
configured to fit at least partially within the detent.

In a further preferred embodiment the case further com-
prises a slide grip that enables the first and second sections to 65
slide 1n relation to each other when a force 1s applied to the
slide grip.

2

In yet a further preferred embodiment the first section or
the second section has a camera aperture.

In still a further preferred embodiment the case further
comprises a rim around a perimeter of the first section or the
second section and the rim 1s s1zed and configured to engage
and hold the portable electronic device such that the portable
clectronic device 1s accessible to a user.

In another preferred embodiment the first section and the
second section are lockable 1n the second position via a lock-
ing mechanism.

In yet another preferred embodiment the locking mecha-
nism comprises a post on an mner surface of the first section
and a tab on an inner surface of the second section, wherein
the tab has at least one indentation that fits at least partially
around the post.

In a further preferred embodiment each of the second plu-
rality of apertures of the second section have a teardrop shape
and each of the first plurality of apertures of the first section
have a circular shape.

Further disclosed herein 1s a case that comprises a first
section having a first plurality of apertures, a second section
having a second plurality of apertures, a rim around a perim-
cter of the case, and a plurality of decorative pieces each
having a base. The second section 1s slideable 1n relation to
the first section such that the second plurality of apertures
overlap the first plurality of apertures when the first section
and the second section are 1n a first position or 1n a second
position and the rim 1s sized and configured to engage and
hold an object.

Further, the base of each decorative piece 1s sized and
configured to pass through a first overlap region defined by an
aperture of the first plurality of apertures and an aperture of
the second plurality of apertures when the first and second
sections are 1n the first position and the base being sized and
configured such that the base 1s held 1n a locked engagement
in a second overlap region defined by an aperture of the first
plurality of apertures and an aperture of the second plurality
ol apertures when the first and second sections are in the
second position.

In another preferred embodiment the object 15 selected
from the group consisting of a book, a diary, a portfolio, and
a journal.

Additionally disclosed herein 1s a decorative accessory for
a portable electronic device case that includes an accessory
having a base, a top, and a middle, the top having a larger
perimeter than the base.

Further, the base of the accessory 1s sized and configured to
fit through an aperture 1n a first section of a portable electronic
device case and an aperture in a second section of the portable
clectronic device case when the first section and the second
section of the portable electronic device case are 1n a first
position and the accessory 1s held 1n a locked engagement
when the first section and the second section of the portable
clectronic device case are 1n a second position. In addition,
the top has an outer surface and an indicia on the outer
surface.

In another preferred embodiment the top has a ridge that
extends 1n a direction opposite a decorative face of the top that
fits within an aperture 1n the first section of the electronic
device case.

In st1ll another preferred embodiment the base has a circu-
lar shape or a rectangular shape.

Other details, objects, and advantages of the invention will
become apparent as the following description of certain
present preferred embodiments thereof proceeds.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

In the accompanying drawings we have shown certain
present preferred embodiments of our electronic device case
in which:

FIG. 1 1s a front perspective view of a present preferred
embodiment of our decorative case 1n a first position.

FIG. 2 1s another front perspective view of the embodiment
of our decorative case shown 1n FIG. 1 1n the first position.

FIG. 3 1s a close up view of the embodiment of our deco-
rative case as shown in FIG. 2.

FI1G. 4 15 a front perspective view of the embodiment of our
decorative case shown 1n FIG. 1 1n a second position.

FIG. 5 1s another front perspective view of the present
preferred embodiment of our decorative case shown in FI1G. 1
in the second position.

FIG. 6 1s a close up view of the embodiment of our deco-
rative case as shown 1n FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 1s a close up and sectional view of the embodiment
of our decorative case as shown 1n FIG. 5.

FIG. 8 1s a rear perspective view of the preferred embodi-
ment of our decorative case shown 1n FIG. 1. 1n the second
position.

FIG. 9 1s a rear perspective view of the preferred embodi-
ment of our decorative case shown 1n FIG. 1. 1n the second
position with a plurality of decorative accessories 1n place.

FIG. 10 1s a front perspective view of the embodiment of
our decorative case shown in FIG. 1 1n the first position
engaged with an electronic device.

FIG. 11 1s a front perspective view of the embodiment of
our decorative case shown in FIG. 1 in the second position
engaged with an electronic device.

FIG. 12 1s a front perspective view of another preferred
embodiment of our decorative case 1n a first position.

FIG. 13 15 a front perspective view of another preferred
embodiment of our decorative case 1n a second position.

FI1G. 14 1s a front perspective view of yet another pretferred
embodiment of our decorative case 1n a first position.

FIG. 15 1s a close up and sectional view of the embodiment
ol our decorative case as shown 1n FIG. 14.

FI1G. 16 1s a rear perspective view of the preferred embodi-
ment of our decorative case shown 1 FIG. 14 1n a second
position.

FIG. 17 1s a rear perspective view of a preferred embodi-
ment of a decorative accessory of our decorative case.

FI1G. 18 15 a sectional view of the preferred embodiment of
the decorative accessory shown i FIG. 17.

FI1G. 19 1s a side view of the preferred embodiment of the
decorative accessory shown in FIG. 17.

FIG. 20 1s a rear cross sectional view of another pretferred
embodiment of a decorative accessory of our decorative case.

FIG. 21 1s a rear perspective view of yet another pretferred
embodiment of a decorative accessory of our decorative case.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PR
EMBODIMENTS

L1

FERRED

Referring to FIGS. 1-13, a decorative case 1 comprises a
first section 3 that has a first plurality of apertures 35 and a
second section 11 that has a second plurality of apertures 13,
and a plurality of decorative pieces or accessories 15. As
shown 1n FIGS. 1-13, the first plurality of apertures 5 have a
diamond shape and the second plurality of apertures have a
tiered diamond shape although other corresponding shapes
and configurations can also be used. These aperture shapes
allow for orientation control of decorative pieces to the first
section and passively communicates about orientation
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4

choice. The second section 11 1s slideable 1n relation to the
first section 3 such that the second plurality of apertures 13
overlap the first plurality of apertures 5 when the first section

3 and the second section 11 are 1n a first position shown 1n
FIGS. 1,2, 3,10,12 or1n a second position shown in FIGS. 4,

5,6,7, 8,9, 11, 13.

Each of the first plurality of apertures 5 of the first section
3 and the second plurality of apertures 13 of the second
section 11 have a shape to allow for insertion of a base 17 of
a decorative piece 15 through the apertures 5, 13. In addition,
cach of the decorative pieces 15 also has a top portion 23 that
1s s1zed and configured such that the top portion 23 1s not able
to pass through either the first overlap region 19 or the second
overlap region 21. In FIGS. 2 and 12, one decorative piece 15
1s removed from the case 1 to better 1llustrate the overlap
region 19 and the apertures 5, 13.

Additionally, each decorative piece 15 has a base 17 and
the base 17 of each decorative piece 15 1s sized and configured
to pass through a first overlap region 19. The first overlap
region 19 1s defined by an aperture 5 of the first plurality of
apertures 5 and an aperture 13 of the second plurality of
apertures 13 when the first 3 and second 11 sections are in the
first position shownin FIGS.1,2,3,10,12. The base 17 1s also
s1zed and configured such that the base 17 1s held 1n a locked
engagement 1n a second overlap region 21 defined by an
aperture 5 of the first plurality of apertures S and an aperture
13 of the second plurality of apertures 13 when the first 3 and
second 11 sections are 1n the second position shown 1n FIGS.
4,5,6,7,8,9, 11, 13. Based on the locked engagement, the
base 17 1s nested within the apertures 5, 13 and cannot be
casily removed unless the first section and second section are
placed in the first position. Furthermore, the first overlap
region 19 1s larger than the second overlap region 21.

Further shown 1n the preferred embodiment of FIGS. 1-13,
the decorative case 1 has a rim 7 around a perimeter of the first
section 3. The rim 7 1s sized and configured to engage and
hold a portable electronic device 9 such that the portable
clectronic device 9 1s accessible to a user. This could include
accessibility to a front screen of a device or a keypad of a
device. In other embodiments, the rim may be formed as part
ol the second section or as part of both the first and second
section. If the rim 1s formed as both the first and second
section the electronic device may be held or secured based on
a cinching action of the first and second sections.

The decorative case 1 may also have an indicator 25 that
indicates when the first 3 and the second 11 section are 1n the
first position 12 or the second position 14. The indicator 25
may be formed as an integral part of the second section 11 or
the first section 3 and may function as pull and push mecha-
nism for causing the second section 11 or the first section 3 to
move from the first position to the second position or vice
versa.

Further, the first section 3 and the second section 11 may be
lockable 1n the second position via a locking mechanism 33.
The locking mechanmism 33 may formed by at least one post
35 on the inner surface of the first section 3 and at least one tab
3’7 on the 1inner surface of the second section 11. The tab 37
may have at least one indentation 39 that fits at least partially
around the post 35 but still allows the tab 37 to slide forward
and backward. The post and tab may also be formed on the
opposite sections from what 1s described above. The locking
mechanism may also comprise a spring loaded button that fits
through an aperture or similar system. The locking mecha-
nism not only provides for locked engagement of the first and
second sections but 1t may also provide an indexing function
that indicates when the first and second section are 1n the first
position or the second position.
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In addition, as shown 1n FIGS. 12 and 13, the decorative
case 1 may include a slide grip 29. The shide grip 29 may be
attached to the second section 11 such that the slide grip
enables a user to slide the sections to the first position, shown
in FI1G. 12, or the second position, shown in FIG. 13, when a
torce 1s applied to the slide grip 29. Further, the slide grip 29
may be attached to the second section 11 or the first section 3.

Also shown in the preferred embodiment of FIGS. 1-13,
cach of the second plurality of apertures 13 of the second
section 11 have a detent 27 such that the base 17 of each of the
decorative pieces 15 may {it at least partially within the detent
277. The detent 27 allows for the base 17 of a decorative piece
15 to more easily nest within the aperture 13 and provides for
secure engagement of the base 17 with the apertures S, 13.
Additionally, the first section 3 and/or the second section 11
may also have a camera aperture 31 for a camera of an
clectronic device.

Further, an indicia 40 may appear on a decorative face 58 of
the top portion 23 of the decorative pieces 15 as shown in FIG.
9. The mndicia may be formed as part of the top portion 23 or
it may be printed, painted, adhered, or affixed to the top
portion 1n any known way. The indicia may present a user’s
ailinity for a particular sports team, a product brand, a humor-
ous icon, or any other visual appearance that a user desires.
The decorative face 58 of the top portion 23 may also be
formed 1n particularly desired shapes such as gems, sports
balls, etc. to suit a particular consumer.

As shown 1n FIGS. 2, 7,12, 14, 15, and 18-22 each deco-
rative piece 15 may also have a ridge 33 that extends 1n a
direction opposite that of the decorative face 538 and that fits
within an aperture 5 1n the first section 3 of the electronic
device case. The ndge 53 allows the decorative piece 15 to it
snugly within the decorative case 1 and prevents inadvertent
movement of the decorative piece 15. The ndge 33 can also
provide a tactile response that allows a user to know that the
decorative piece 15 1s completely inserted within an aperture.
The nidge 53 may be shaped accordingly to fit the apertures 3
of the first section 3.

Additionally, the preferred embodiment shown in FIGS.
14-18 displays another configuration of apertures 5, 13 and
decorative pieces 15. As shown in FIGS. 14-18, the decorative
case 4 has a first plurality of apertures 5 that have a circular
shape; while a second plurality of apertures 13 have a tear-
drop shape including a detent 27. The base 17 of the decora-
tive piece 15 1s sized and configured to fit through the aper-
tures 5, 13 and has a circular shape. Furthermore, the base 17
1s held 1n a locked engagement 1n a second overlap region 21
defined by an aperture 5 of the first plurality of apertures 3 and
an aperture 13 of the second plurality of apertures 13 when the
first 3 and second 11 sections are 1n the second position as
shown 1n FIG. 16. The detent 27 allows the base 17 to nest
within the apertures 5, 13 when the first and second sections
are 1n the second position.

While the apertures 5, 13 and base 17 of the decorative
piece 15 have been described by certain shapes and configu-
rations, one of ordinary skill 1n the art would know that the
apertures 5, 13 of the first and second sections and a decora-
tive piece 135 and an associated base 17 may be formed 1n a
variety of shapes and configurations such as but not limited to
a square, diamond, polygon, tiered polygon, ellipse, or
parabola, 1 order to provide for insertion and engagement of
the decorative pieces 15 1n the case.

Examples of the different shapes and configurations that
the base of the decorative piece may have are demonstrated in
the embodiments shown 1n FIGS. 14-18, where the base 17
has a circular shape and 1 FIGS. 1-13 and 18-20 where the

base 17 1s shown as having a rectangular or diamond shape.
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6

Other examples are shown 1n the embodiments of FIGS. 21
and 22. Inthese embodiments the base may have arectangular
shape with a lip 55 at the corners of the rectangle to provide
engagement with a corresponding aperture. The lip 1s sized
and configured to nest the base about the edge or edges of a
specific shape of aperture. In addition, FIG. 21 shows a deco-
rative piece 15 with a ridge 53 have a rectangular shape and
FIG. 22 shows a decorative piece 15 that has a circular shape.
The ridge 33 can be sized and configured to {it a specific
aperture shape as described above.

In another embodiment, a case may have a first section that
has a rim around a perimeter of the first section such that the
rim 1s sized and configured to engage and hold an object such
as a book, a diary, a portfolio, a journal, or similar object.
Further, one of ordinary skill would understand that the case
may be made as a cover for a number of different objects
having various shapes and sizes.

While we have shown and described certain present pre-
terred embodiments of our electronic device case and have
illustrated certain present preferred methods of making and
using the same, it 1s to be distinctly understood that the
invention 1s not limited thereto but may be otherwise vari-
ously embodied and practiced within the scope of the follow-
ing claims.

We claim:

1. A case for a portable electronic device comprising:

a plurality of apertures 1n the case;

a rim around a perimeter of the case, the nm for engaging

and holding the portable electronic device;

a plurality of decorative pieces, each decorative piece hav-

ing a base and a top; and

wherein the base of each decorative piece being sized and

configured to pass through an aperture of the plurality of
apertures; and

wherein the top of each decorative piece being sized and

configured to not pass through an aperture of the plural-
ity of apertures; and

wherein the base being held 1n a locked engagement 1n the

aperture of the plurality of apertures such that a portion
of the base extends beyond the aperture.

2. The case of claim 1, further comprising an indicator
attached to the case that indicates when the base 1s held 1n a
locked engagement in the aperture.

3. The case of claim 1, wherein at least one aperture of the
plurality of apertures have a detent, and wherein the base of a
decorative piece 1s sized and configured to fit at least partially
within the detent.

4. The case of claim 1, wherein the case has a camera
aperture.

5. The case of claim 1, wherein the rim 1s sized and con-
figured to engage and hold the portable electronic device such
that the portable electronic device 1s accessible to a user.

6. The case of claim 1, wherein the base being held 1n a
locked engagement 1n the aperture via a locking mechanism.

7. The case of claim 6, wherein the locking mechanism
comprises a post on an mner surface of a first section of the
case and a tab on an 1nner surface of a second section of the
case, and wherein the tab has at least one indentation that fits
at least partially around the post.

8. The case of claim 1, wherein the base has a circular
shape, a rectangular shape, or a diamond shape.

9. The case of claim 1, wherein the top of at least one
decorative piece has an indicia.

10. The case of claim 1, wherein the top of at least one
decorative piece has a ridge that that extends in a direction
opposite a decorative face of the top and the ridge fits within
the aperture.
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11. A case for a portable electronic device comprising:

a plurality of apertures 1n the case;

a rim around a perimeter of the case, the rim for engaging
and holding the portable electronic device;

a plurality of decorative pieces, each decorative piece hav-
ing a base and a top; and

wherein the base of each decorative piece being sized and
configured to pass through an aperture of the plurality of
apertures; and

wherein the top of each decorative piece being sized and
coniigured to not pass through an aperture of the plural-
ity of apertures;

wherein the base of each decorative piece being sized and
configured to engage an aperture of the plurality of aper-
tures;

wherein the base being sized and configured such that the
base 1s held 1n a locked engagement in the aperture of the

plurality of apertures.

12. The case of claim 11, further comprising an indicator
attached to the case that indicates when the base 1s held 1n a
locked engagement in the aperture.

13. The case of claim 11, wherein at least one aperture of
the plurality of apertures has a detent, and wherein the base of
a decorative piece 1s sized and configured to fit at least par-
tially within the detent.
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14. The case of claim 11, wherein the case has a camera
aperture.

15. The case of claim 11, wherein the rim 1s sized and
configured to engage and hold the portable electronic device
such that the portable electronic device 1s accessible to a user.

16. The case of claim 11, wherein the base being held 1n a
locked engagement in the aperture via a locking mechanism.

17. The case of claim 16, wherein the locking mechanism
comprises a post on an iner surface of a first section of the
case and a tab on an inner surface of a second section of the
case, wherein the tab has at least one indentation that fits at
least partially around the post.

18. The case of claim 11, wherein the base has a circular
shape, a rectangular shape, or a diamond shape.

19. The case of claim 11, wherein the top of at least one
decorative piece has an indicia.

20. The case of claim 11, wherein the top of at least one
decorative piece has a ridge that that extends 1n a direction
opposite a decorative face of the top and the ridge fits within
the aperture.
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